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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, April 1, 2020, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 31, 2020, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

W will start today's work with an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Finance Commttee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 9:58 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
10: 21 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Is there a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1428

report of the Finance Commttee at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a report of the Finance Conmittee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 7506B, Senate Budget
Bill, an act to amend the Education Law,

Senate Print 7501, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the
support of government: LEGQ SLATURE AND JUDI Cl ARY
BUDGET.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he Finance Conmttee report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the Conmttee on Finance
report signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?
(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Comm ttee on Finance report is accepted and
bef ore the house.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the readi ng of the suppl enental cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
636, Senate Print 7506B, Senate Budget Bill, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nmessage of necessity is accepted, and the bill is
bef ore the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

These are obviously chall engi ng
times. And as | said before, ny first budget.
Agai n, ny thoughts and prayers go out to al
those on the front lines in this fight, our
heal t hcare wor kers.

But in this case we have others on
the front lines that have continued to be ignored
by this body, and those are the nenbers of
| aw enf orcenent.

W heard fromthem when this bai
reformbill passed |ast year, how devastating it

woul d be, and unfortunately they were correct.
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And now, under the same process of the budget,

hi dden away and not discussed -- not with | aw
enforcenent, not on a wide scale -- we're seeing
t he sane sl edgehamrer that destroyed our judicial
systemtry to be used again to fix it. And
that's just not how it should work.

The fallout was a major increase in
crime. And we heard in the hearings that we held
what the fixes should be. First and forenost,
judicial discretion, which is not in here. You
cut open a gushing wound in our judicial system
that has inpacted victins of crine and the people
on the front lines of |aw enforcenment, and you've
handed them a Band-Aid nowto try and fix it.
It's sinmply not enough.

And it should be done in an open
process outside the budget so we can discuss it
openly and |l et the people decide what's best for
the judicial systemof New York State.

So as a result of that and nmany
ot her reasons, |I'Il be voting no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.
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Senat or Lanza not to explain his vote.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 636, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anmedore, Biaggi
Borrell o, Boyle, Flanagan, Funke, @Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle,
Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranps, Ranzenhofer,

Ritchie, Rivera, Robach, Sal azar, Serino and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 25.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
637, Senate Print 7501, Senate Budget Bill, an

act maki ng appropriations for the support of
governnent: LEG SLATURE AND JUDI Cl ARY BUDCET.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 40. Nays,

21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Oh, sorry, please read the
negati ves.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 637, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach,
Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the suppl enmental cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tine we are awaiting the final budget
bill, on state operations, so we will stand at
ease until that is ready.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senate will stand at ease.
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(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 10:25 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at

2:02 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the

Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 2:.02 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
2:25 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Is there a
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report of the Finance Commttee at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a report of the Finance Conmittee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 7500C, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the
support of government: STATE OPERATI ONS BUDCET.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he Finance Conmttee report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the Conmttee on Finance
report signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Comm ttee on Finance report is accepted and
bef ore the house.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
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up the reading of the suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
638, Senate Print 7500C, Senate Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
governnent: STATE OPERATI ONS BUDGET.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nessage of necessity is accepted and the bill is

bef ore the house.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
638, Senate Print 7500C, Senate Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
governnment: STATE OPERATI ONS BUDGET.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 638, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach,
Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tinme can you recogni ze Senator Fl anagan
for remarks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan for renarks.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you to Senator GG anaris,
Senat or Krueger, Senator Lanza, and
Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

| " ve been thinking a | ot throughout
the norning, and | was talking with Senator Lanza
before we cane in. You know, there are tines |
woul d cone up here on a Sunday ni ght and cone
over to the Capitol, and there was a tranquility
and a serenity, in part because it was night and
no one was really here. And | got a chance to
wal k around and reflect, truly reflect on how
magni ficent this building is, and this place.

So today there's a cal mess, but
it's not serene. And it's not really tranquil.
And | live ny life as a very positive person. So
| cone in here today with ny coll eagues with an

open heart but a heavy heart. And | just think
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about how incredibly inmportant the work that we
do is.

So | want to say thank you at |arge
for the opportunity to be part of this august
body. | want to say thank you to everyone who's
here -- properly spaced. Properly spaced,

m ght add. But we are doing the people's
busi ness.

So | say thank you to everyone, Cod
bl ess you all of you. And that includes every
single person who is in and around the halls of
this chanber and this Capitol. Because this
pl ace still has to operate. And thank God we
have the people that we do to take care of us.

But you know what, this is about the
human experience. And however one approaches
their life and seeks good in others and for
others, | would fromthe bottom of ny heart ask
that people find tine to contenplate and to think
wel | of Senator Ji m Seward.

Senat or Seward tested positive. So
did his wife. And he's having a tough tine. So
when | think of him | think of our coll eagues
who have had the sane type of issue in the

Assenbly. And no matter what our differences
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are, part of the insanity of this place is that

it becones like a famly. It just does.

M. President, | |ook at you and
think of your little girl. | |ook at Senator
Lanza, | think of his three children and how we

tal k about that all the time. And then | think
of ny own famly, and | think about how anxi ous
they are and the fear that they have, rea
fear -- the nervousness, the anxiety -- when | ess
than a nonth ago people were starting to pay
attention, but nowhere near the way they are now.

| look at my coll eague and friend
Senator G anaris. A couple of weeks ago he and |
had a debate. W banged elbows a little bit on a
debate, and the world has radically changed j ust
in those few weeks. Radically changed. And
nowhere has it changed nore significantly than in
the State of New York

| have been bl essed to have three
children. And ny daughter, who is the apple of
my eye, is an actress. So | pay attention to
some nusic, Broadway shows, can't wait for them
to open back up. And there's a song froma play
called Rent: "Seasons of Love." And it talks

about 525,600 m nutes. And that's the nunber of
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mnutes in a year: 525,600 mnutes. It's a
f abul ous song.

So how do you neasure a year? 1In
daylight, in sunsets, in mdnights, in cups of
coffee, in inches and mles, in |aughter and
strife. And now we neasure it in |ife and death,
in awy that | don't think any one of us could
have predi ct ed.

| look at our Majority Leader, she's
trying to do everything humanly possible wthin
her power to do the right thing. And yet the
scope of what she's looking at is unalterably
changed, from St. Patrick's Day forward.

So now | think of a wide variety of
groups -- our first responders, our EMIs, our
pol i ce, our doctors, our nurses, our volunteers.
Peopl e who drop everything. And one of ny
hospital CEGCs gave nme a good description, talking
about nurses in particular. They're like --
yeah, they run in. They don't walk in, they run
in. And thank God we have people that do that.
We are all imeasurably bl essed because of that.

And | think of basic things too.
W're all eating. You know, we all get to go to

the food store and things |like that. Sonebody's
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out there doing the work so that we can do our

jobs. And yet people are wal ki ng around nervous.

And it's understandabl e.

In terns of our coll eagues,
Senat or Stewart-Cousins and | had spoken -- and
this is not atinme to debate. And certainly
we're not engaging in a debate. But | was
dubi ous about -- as to whether or not | should
even get up and speak. Because arguably we're
talking not to an enpty chanber per se, but this
will be nmenorialized in the record and the
transcri pt of the New York State Senate.

And ny col | eagues, out of deference
to the process and to the | eader and to the
Majority, we didn't engage in debate. Maybe a

very little bit. But in reality, |I'm standing

before you as a representative of our conference.

So when | see our new col | eague
Senator Borrello get up and offer heartfelt
comments, | know where he's comng from Wen
hear Senator Anedore talk about what it neans to
be a busi nessperson, | understand where he's
com ng from

And | could speak to every single

person in our conference as to their qualities,
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as to their tenperanent, as to their disposition,
and to the gut-wenching feeling that each and
every one of us have. | know | feel it. | know
| should be here, but oh, man, | amlike jonesing
to be hone. And | also know | have to be

i ncredi bly careful when | get that opportunity to
go hone.

Senator G anaris and | were talking
about our nothers. R ght? Senator Lanza, we
were tal king about his father. You want to go
and knock on that door in the norning, give that
big hug? You can't doit. So we have to do it
nmet aphorically. W have to find sonme way to
continue the human exi stence and make peopl e feel
good about where we are.

Yest erday we got the daily update.
And Morgan, who works right here, has hel ped us
out. There were roughly 83,000 cases yesterday.
Now t here's over 92,000. Yesterday there were
about -- there were 1941 deaths in the State of
New York. This nmorning's report was 2, 373.
Twenty-four hours, that's the difference we've
seen.

So when we get involved in the

di scussions on this budget, | want to nake a few
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brief corments as to approach. | respect very
deeply the work of ny colleagues in the Majority
and their efforts to bring forth the bl ueprint
for New York as they see it, working with the
Assenbly and working with the Governor.

Qur conference would have taken a
slightly different tack. | think we would have
been nore focused on let's handl e what is before
us, the public health crisis, the pandemc, in
| ead of a lot of other things that are worthy of
consideration, but at a different tinme and under
di fferent circunstances.

Sinmple things. Public financing of
canpaigns. | don't think the public is worried
about that right now, | really don't. Banning
pol ystyrene. Maybe a | audabl e goal, but frankly
that's the stuff that everyone's using to get
takeout food right now Things |ike that.

| actually have been a strong
supporter of prevailing wage for working nmen and
wonen. | just don't know or think that this is
the right tinme given the gravity of what we're
facing in our econony.

Two other quick things. There's a

bond act that's in this budget. And I've al ways
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been a pretty strong supporter of bond acts for
this reason -- because the public decides. |In ny
opinion and a | ot of the opinion of ny

col | eagues, now is not the tine. | don't know
how we can go out and ask sonebody to support an
envi ronnment al bond act when unenpl oynent cl ai ns
are rising at a neteoric pace.

And even | egislation on sick |eave
or bail, whatever it may be -- but sick leave in
particul ar, changing significantly a | aw where
peopl e are nore worried about their jobs as
opposed to whether or not they're going to have
t he appropriate sick | eave.

But as | said, we want to get into
the rough and tunble on that, we just don't think
the tine is now And we do have to pass our
budget, and we do have to nmeet our obligations.
We just think it should have been done in a
di fferent way.

And | respect the fact that the
Majority will take a different approach, and
that's why they're in the Majority. And they
have that right and prerogative.

So now, too, |I'mthinking about the

Governor and the federal governnment. Wen
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| ooked at what was in this budget, | picked out
one thing. There's over a billion dollars in
funding for education. There's about

$800 million in higher education. There's

$25 billion in authority for things that may
cone.

But the thing that | saw that ny
constituents are going to want to know about --
and they're going to want to thank the federal
government, the president, Senator Schuner,
Senator G llibrand, all of our delegation from
New York -- they're not only going to want to
t hank them for that additional unenpl oynent
benefit, they're going to want to thank them for
t hat check that otherwi se would not have cone.

But they're also going to want to thank them for

almost -- and | want to repeat this nunber --
al rost $40 billion in relation to unenpl oynment
i nsurance.

So when the Departnent of Labor gets
50,000 calls a week, and | ast week they got over
8 mllion inquiries, that shows you what people
are focusing on. That shows you where people's
heads are at.

So when | go honme, | don't really
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want to tal k about polystyrene. | want to be
able to say to sonebody, you know what, the
Depart nment of Labor, they took a huge shift and
brought in 1500 new people -- whatever the nunber
may be -- to process your claim to make sure
your famly is well taken care of.

And with all the things the Governor
has done, | have to say I'ma little surprised
that we haven't seen sonething much nore
forthright in that area. It will probably cone.
Maybe it will come after this debate and nmaybe
after this conversation. But we're at a tine
where | think that's what people are really
| ooki ng at.

Now, having just said what | did, |
want to be clear -- | said it before -- the
Governor deserves trenendous praise for his
yeomanl i ke efforts, 24 hours a day, on behalf of
everyone in the State of New York. The calm the
repose, the occasional hunor and nmaki ng peopl e
feel better, trying to nake people feel better,
gi ving them a sense of purpose, giving thema
sense of hope. Showi ng them acconplishnments.
Showi ng how many nore peopl e have gotten tested.

Showi ng how many nore people are getting better.
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Those are all good signs. And you all know we're
not even close, we're not even close to being
fini shed.

But as | said before, I live ny life
as a very positive person. W are absolutely
going to get through this. Absolutely. And it's
because we know how to stick together. We'l]l
have our differences, but we know how to stick
t oget her.

| want to support
Senat or Stewart-Cousins in those types of
efforts. | want to support ny coll eagues because
it's good for the people that we represent. CQur
obligation is fundanental, it's basic, but it's
strong, too.

And there are two people who are not
here that | want to just speak to very briefly
because | think they are characteristic of every
menber in this house.

Senator LaValle sits right there, 44
years in the Senate, the dean of the Senate. |
| ooked at his chair the other day, it's got
tattered edges. That's based on his |ongevity.

Senat or Montgonery is not here

t oday, but she's the dean of your conference and
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t he | ongest-serving nmenber in your conference.

They represent what is good about
every nmenber in this chanber -- their |ongevity,
their service, their passion, their dedication
and their devotion. And God knows they will be
m ssed.

And it's kind of weird because
Senator Borrello came in -- right? Newest
menber? | f anyone had ever said this is what
your first budget is going to be |like, he
probably woul dn't have signed his oath of office.
But he's here.

And |'ve never seen anything like
this. And | never thought, ny God, today being
the cl osure of the budget, that every one of us,
this may be our | ast day here for session. |
mean, | hope not. | don't. But if that's what
it is, that's what it is. But | know we're
nmeeti ng our obligation today.

So as | said, with humlity and
respect, we would have taken a different tack. |
know there's good things in here to hel p peopl e;
|"mnot going to dismss that. But there are
t hi ngs that shoul d have been debated outsi de of

t he budget, and there will be tine for those
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t hi ngs.

So again, | am honored and
privileged to be standing here. The fact that
anyone would take the time to listen to ny
comments nmakes me a very grateful person. And as
| said, | feel like | ambeing representative of
t he peopl e of the Senate Republican Conference.

So | kind of said this at the
begi nning. This is about being a human bei ng,
trying to be a good person. As we pray for the
peopl e that we read about, | would ask again, in
sincerity, please think of JimSeward. | can't
think of a finer public servant. And ny heart
breaks as | speak about him because there's tens
of thousands of Jim Sewards in New York at this
very noment who need our |ove, our service, our
devotion, our prayers and our support.

| thank the Governor. | thank the
Majority Leader and all of ny coll eagues for the
work that they do. M. President, you re a good
man, and it's been a pleasure to watch you serve
up there. God bless this chanber, God bl ess the
New York State Senate, the great Enpire State of
New York, and the United States of Anerica.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
| et me thank Senator Flanagan as well for his
words and his service to New York State. He has
|l eft a | egacy to be proud of.

Thank you, Senator.

Can you pl ease now recogni ze
Majority Leader Stewart- Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins for comrents.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you

so nuch.

| said |I'msocially distanced, but
| "' m not distanced fromanyone, so | think I'll be
at ny desk

So again, | wanted to thank you,
M. President, too. Because, again, none of this
is famliar to any of us. And so | really thank
you for the work that you' ve done throughout this
and, you know, through all of our opportunities
to be together.

And to foll ow up on Senator
Fl anagan, | -- it wasn't until your final remarks

that | realize that maybe this is, you know, the
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|ast tine that we might be together in this
chanber. And |I certainly hope not. Because, you
know, we have so many col | eagues -- of course
Senat or LaValle, as you nentioned, your

| ongest -servi ng nenber, and Senator Montgonery --
and | don't want to go through the |list because
it's a very, very long list -- Senator Seward and
yourself. So many who don't plan to cone back

And so | hope this is not the | ast
time we get a chance. But | will say it's
certainly been a privilege to serve in this body
with public servants |Iike you and certainly al
of ny col |l eagues.

And | know that all of us join you
in prayers for Senator Seward and for his
recovery. And, you know, it rem nds us all that
nothing is prom sed, and we have to val ue, as you
said, the opportunities that we have, not only to
be together here but to serve the peopl e of
New York. So again, we all pray for Senator
Sewar d.

And, you know, | |istened to your
remar ks, and there's so much |ike ny remarks,
but -- and you did sonmething different, you spoke

ext enpor aneously, which | usually do. But
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because your remarks are so simlar, I'mgoing to
read ny remarks.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And so,
you know, like you, as | |ook around the chanber,
this nearly enpty chanber, it really is surreal
You know, actually, for nme, it's chilling. 1In
many ways, it's upsetting. But it's a testanent
to this great institution and the work that
conti nues here.

As you said, it's been a nonth since
we stood on this floor and we voted to provide
$40 mllion to conbat this pandemc. It's a
nmonth ago today. And | think back to that night
because it was the first tinme, as |eader, that |
call ed us back into session. And everybody cane,
everybody was here. And so there was a sense of
urgency that we all had. But even with that
sense of urgency, nobody, nobody coul d have
i mgi ned what was going to unfold in the
fol |l ow ng weeks.

And here we are just one nonth
later. And I'Il remnd you, that day that we
were -- that we passed that $40 mllion, that was

an evening, and the next day we woke up to the
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first coronavirus case in the State of New York
And it happened to be in nmy home county, in the
city that | represent.

And now, as you were saying earlier,
a nonth later, 92,000 of our fell ow New Yorkers
have been infected with coronavirus; 2,373 have

lost their lives. And today we | earned that

10 million Americans have applied for

unenpl oynment, 10 million. These nunbers are even
beyond chilling and upsetting. These nunbers are
pai nf ul

W all see the terrifying grow ng
curve. W hear these words that we sort of knew
but we didn't listen to every day, and certainly
not in this context: Apex, social distancing,
| CU, intubate, hospitalization rates, death
rates. That's our new normal. That's the words
of today.

And yet as you said, Senator
Fl anagan, we are in awe of the doctors, of the
nurses, of the hospital workers, of the first
responders -- of all of the people who are on the
front lines, these essential workers, and what
t hey' ve done. And as we continue to make sure

government functions, we are really inspired by
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t hose people and their commtnent to the greater
good.

W're all here to do a job. And
yes, we are scared for our famlies, for our
constituents, for each other. For our staff.

For our nation. But we're here because we have a
job to do. And that's really what we're doing,
albeit it |looks very, very different.

As you said, usually on budget day
this chanber is filled, the hallways are teem ng,
and dependi ng upon where you are, what side of
the aisle, you know, that's what we're doing --
we' re debating, we're deciding what shoul d have
been done, what shoul dn't have been done,
everybody's got an opinion.

And for many there's a sense of
expectation, and then for nost of us -- probably
all of us -- there's just a sense of relief that
we were able to get it done.

But that is not what it feels |ike
now. Today it really is a job, but it's a job
that we do with a very, very heavy wei ght on al
of us.

And I, like you and all of our

col | eagues and the people of this great state,
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really do want to thank Governor Cuono. W want
to thank hi m because of the outstanding

| eadershi p he has provided during this crisis.
New York is New York, and we are New York tough.
And Governor Cuonp has shown what that |ooks |ike
and what that nmeans, the difference it nmakes when
we're facing a crisis like this.

And of course like all of us he too
has been touched by soneone very close to him
with corona. So we want to of course wi sh his
brother Chris a full and speedy recovery.

And because, again, none of this
happens al one, | want to thank Speaker Heastie
and his staff for our partnership during these
tough tines. oviously, again, Senator Flanagan,
you and | have had many phone calls, all hours of
the day and night, you know, telling himwhat I
t hought, and it was al ways knocked back. But |
really thank you for your, you know,
prof essionalism your forthrightness and
cooperation, and your menbers', during this tinme.

| want to thank nmy great Finance
chair, Liz Krueger. Liz, dear, there are no
guestions about your readi ness. There never,

ever, ever has been. | do want to thank you, as
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a friend and as a great colleague, for always
neeti ng the occasi on and goi ng above and beyond.
Thank you very, very nuch

And ny wonderful deputy, Deputy M ke
G anaris, for leading us during this, again
unprecedented tine with flexibility, with skill,
with just, you know, the agility that we need in
order to get through this. | know your buddy
Senator Giffo isn't here. But, you know,
Senat or Lanza, you had to stand in for that. But
it was -- you know, even though it was different,
the stability of what went on in this chanber and
how you ran it made all the difference.

| also want to thank nmy counsel and
Fi nance staff. Wrds cannot express what they do
and how well they've done it, and certainly on
both sides of the aisle. Thank you for all of
your hard work and your perseverance and the |ong
days and the | ong nights.

And of course | especially want to
t hank ny extraordinary chief of staff and
counsel, Shontell Smth. Again, words do not
express. And not only Shontell, but in these
past few days, to really push the ball forward

with her, her deputy, Eric Katz. | want to thank
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nmy har dwor ki ng Fi nance secretary, Todd

Scheuer mann; my conmuni cati ons director,

M ke Murphy; and nmy entire teamfor making this
|l ook a | ot easier than it's been.

And | also want to thank the
Secretary of the Senate, Al e Paulino, for not
only making sure all this works, but also our
renote access, creating the opportunities for us
to conduct our business. Thank you.

To nmy Senate Majority, | do wi sh
that every single person that each of you serve
were able to witness firsthand how hard you fi ght
for each and every New Yorker. And how you fi ght
for themand, even in this time of uncertainty,
you put your constituents and the people of
New York first.

So to ny conference, your unyielding
commtment to advocating for the needs of your
comunities -- again, another inspiration. And
so | thank you for being the nost incredible
peopl e possible to lead. It is a privilege.

And of course to all the nmenbers,
all nmy coll eagues in the chanber who persevered
in these extrenely tough tines, | appreciate

every single one of you. Cbviously we
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di sagree -- what we shoul d have done, how we
coul d have done it. It doesn't matter. At the
end of the day, we understand why we're here.

| think, despite all the back and
forth, we can all agree that the budget that we
are passing is not the budget any of us had hoped
to pass at the beginning of this session. |It's
not even the budget we envisioned a nonth ago.
Qur state's financial situation has been thrust
into true economc crisis, and | know everyone
under st ands t hat .

On a normal budget day, | would go
t hrough the docunment, | would highlight all the
victories and all the great things we were able
to do and to acconplish by marshaling our own
resources. But again, this was not a normal
budget .

And yes, even in the crisis,
however, we did nanage to achieve victories for
t he people of New York. W held the line on
education funding in the face of unprecedented
revenue loss. And in that context and beyond,
it's already been said, but | do want to give a
speci al thank you to Senator Schumer for all of

his help and the help especially provided during
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this crisis, where he was able to direct billions
of dollars to state and | ocal governnent, things
that hadn't happened before. And you listed the
unenpl oynment i nsurance that Senators Schumer and
G llibrand and our congressional del egation
brought to us.

W were able also to protect funding
for our healthcare system for our nost
vul nerable citizens in the face of a gl obal
pandemic. W were able to help small businesses.
We stood up for farnmers. W' ve hel ped stock food
banks. W' ve provided resources to those
New Yorkers facing an uncertain future. W
provi ded protection and resources for our first
responders, and we continue to inprove public
safety.

The coronavirus has put New York in
a position, however, that we never want to be in,
in a position in which our state cannot neet the
chal l enges in front of us alone. New York has to
have a bal anced budget. W can't run deficits.
So that's an answer to, you know, what we could
and could not do. Qur state's residents cannot
bear the burden in this critical tine of

maki ng us whole on their own.
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So as | thank our Senators, Senator
Schumer and Senator G| Iibrand, and our
congressi onal del egation for the unprecedented
i nfusi on of funding that they fought so hard for,
| nmust also say that we need nore, and we need it
qui ckly. W stand ready to help you and do

whatever it takes to make the case for this great

st at e.

But, however, it's also inportant to
note that when this crisis passes -- and it wll
pass -- that we as |leaders of this state need to

take a hard | ook at how we got here. The
coronavirus anplified our fiscal challenges
beyond a scope we could ever have inmagi ned, but
it did not create those challenges. Wen we get
to the other side of this, we need to challenge
our assunptions about how we fund our government
and who in our state bears that burden.

We need to continue to | ook to how
we fund our schools. W need to | ook at how we
prioritize our spending and why our health
system especially prograns for our poorest
residents who cannot afford quality heal thcare on
their own, get hit the hardest whenever a crisis

arises. W need to have a serious conversation
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about shared sacrifices and make sure that
everyone is paying their fair share towards
creating a sustainable econony that can thrive in
good tinmes and withstand bad tines.

But in the neantine, all of us and
all New Yorkers need to rise together to neet
t hi s pandem ¢ head-on. On an individual |evel,

t hat means what we've tal ked about -- soci al

di st anci ng, washi ng our hands, checking in on our
| oved ones who find thensel ves al one or
struggling. And as a governnment, it means
setting an exanple and followi ng strict social

di stance even as we do our work. It neans
standing here in a nearly enpty chanmber. It
nmeans passing a responsi bl e bal anced budget that
enpowers those working so hard to defeat this
virus and, as nmuch as possible, blunts the inpact
of the financial instability all of our famlies
are currently facing.

So that's what we're doing today as
we pass this budget. |It's not the budget we
wanted to pass, but it's the budget we needed to
pass to keep New York noving, to secure our
foundation, and to help to | ead our state, our

great state through this crisis.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
allow nme just to give a word of thanks to our
great Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins. She is
not only a historic figure in this chanber, but |
like to say that she is the -- no offense to
other former Majority Leaders who m ght be in the
room-- but is the best Majority Leader to ever
serve in this chanber.

And she has proven it these | ast
several weeks, taking on an unprecedented burden
of guiding the Senate through this difficult
tinme.

And also let ne just add, to the 56
of our coll eagues who are not in the roomwth us
right now, thanks to themas well. This is a
group of people that is used to a slap on the
back and a shake of the hand, and they've had to
| earn how to get by without that and how to
govern wi t hout being physically all together in
this room W' ve all |earned how to use Zoom and
ot her technologies to get us to this point, and

|"'msure it won't be the last tine.
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So a thank you to all ny coll eagues
as well for their indul gence and their
flexibility in getting us to this point.

Wth that, M. President, is there
any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn, subject to the call of the Tenporary
President, with intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned, subject to
the call of the Tenporary President, intervening

days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 3:05 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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