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THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 1, 2020
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SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 31, 2020, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, March 30,
2020, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 322.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:10 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
12:40 p. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
report of the Finance Commttee at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
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is a report of the Finance Conmittee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 7503C, Senate Budget

Bill, an act naking appropriations for the

support of government: AID TO LOCALI TI ES BUDGET.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he Finance Conmttee report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the Conmttee on Finance
report signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Comm ttee on Finance report is accepted and
bef ore the house.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the suppl enrental cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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634, Senate Print 7503C, Senate Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
governnment: AID TO LOCALI TI ES BUDCET.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
634, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 7503C, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
governnment: AID TO LOCALI TI ES BUDCET.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,

M. President.

Wbul d Senat or Krueger vyield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

M. President, through you, we know
these are extrenely chall enging tinmes and many
peopl e are facing many difficult decisions and
situations, and we appreciate the work that
everyone is trying to do here.

So the question that | have, though,

Senat or Krueger, is | know you were negotiating
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this, and there will be significant econonic
concerns and considerations as we nove forward.
But there was -- particularly what -- the
interest that we would like to have just a little
nore el aboration on is relative to the roles and
powers of the Division of Budget that were
negoti ated and how that will now play as a result
of what we incorporate during the budget process
here and then noving forward for any ot her
deci sions that would be made in fiscal year 2021
relative to executive prerogative and power t hat
is different fromwhat already exists.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you, M. --
M. Giffo? Senator Giffo, excuse me. Well,
you're M. also.

It's an excellent question. And

it's not one answer; there are a nunber of

different sections in budget bills that will be
nmovi ng before the house today -- hopefully just
today it will be done -- that do change

tenporarily a nunber of different powers of the
Governor in relationship to the budget. | wll
just start out, and then you're welconme to dig

down further if you Ilike.

Because the uncertainties caused by
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the COVID-19 pandemnmic are expected to result in
significant adjustnents in state revenues and
expenditures, there are a nunber of places in the
budget where we provide for the possibility of
resultant gaps which will need to be addressed
during the course of the year, both increased
costs to the State of New York and al so the
possibility of increased federal revenue
assistance allowing us to potentially not have to
draw down as nuch on reserve funds or the
deferral s of nonessential state operations and

| ocal assistance paynents that we're actually
cutting in budget bills like today's bill.

And so to the extent necessary, we
have tried to assure that the Governor has the
ability to rapidly make adjustnents to this
year's budget for managenent authority to all ow
himto either accept federal noney that we don't
know whet her exists or doesn't exist now and
al so, unfortunately, to nove around or reduce
noney as we see revenues continue to plumet.

SENATOR CGRI FFO. M. President, if
Senat or Krueger woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thr ough you,

M. President.

Senat or Krueger, understandabl e as
you outlined. One of the questions would be
relative to any adjustnents. Because in
recognition that we are coequal branches of
government and have a role and responsibility,
will there be additional oversight for the
Legislature if we feel that any action being
taken by the Executive is contrary to the goal
and m ssion as directed through the budget
process in the Legislature?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, while there are within different
budget bills, and even within different prograns
within different budget bills, different answers
to that question -- in some cases it requires
goi ng back to the Legislature, getting consent or
agreenent fromthe two | eaders of the Assenbly
and the Senate in sonme cases; sinply reporting to
the Senate and the Assenbly, in other cases, on a

| think quarterly basis -- yes, | believe

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1367

guarterly basis.

Even under these conditions, | have
to conmunicate with staff across the room as
opposed to sitting in the chair.

And they're in a nunber of exanples
wherein, again, the ability of the Governor to
make the decision absent the Legislature's
participation is only within this cal endar --
this state fiscal year.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,

t hrough you, will the Senator continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,

t hrough you.

So, Senator Krueger, then it is --
we know definitively, then, this would only apply
for this particular fiscal year, 2021, and in no
way woul d those powers in any way -- as we know
we' ve seen several court cases and other actions,
and the Executive is in a very strong position in

t he budget process -- we don't believe any
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precedent will be established here that could be
detrinental to the deliberations and the
responsibilities of the Legislature?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thi nki ng.

(Di scussion off the record.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wul d Senat or
Giffomndif |I actually allowed the answer to
come -- because | don't want himto have to get
so close to ne to whisper

SENATOR CGRI FFQO That's fine.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

(Di scussion off the record.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yeah, just by
way of protocol, the rules of the Senate don't
al | ow non-Senators to engage i n debate.

So what | would ask is feel free to
speak | oudly enough to the staff so that
Senat or Krueger can hear the commentary of the
staff and then she can answer the question.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | apol ogi ze.
br oke the rules.

(Di scussion off the record.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So everything is
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on a one-year basis for changi ng appropriations,
which is consistent with actions that have taken
place in the past, | believe also when we're in
energency situations.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President, if
t he Senator would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,

t hrough you.

Thank you, Senator Krueger. And
these are truly uni nagi nable tinmes, and
unorthodox. So | think everybody woul d
under stand, and we appreciate the work of all of
our staffs and the inportant role that they al
pl ay, and we do respect Senator Krueger's
knowl edge in the finance field. She's done this
for a long tine.

So the last thing I would just ask,
then, is we tal ked about these are -- there could
be potentially draconian cuts as a result -- that

no one can forecast what will happen and how it
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wi | | happen, unfortunately. But there is the
possibility -- we've seen one federal stinmulus
recovery package. And it's ny hope and | believe
that we will see others that will hopefully
continue to deal with the needs of the
i ndi vidual s as well as the businesses, and al so
t he governnents that are -- have been affected.
Because the taxpayers are part of the governnent
and they support the governnent. So that has to
be hopefully something that will be consi dered.

So if there was additional revenue
and that canme in, how would we then have a role
to ensure that it's being directed to where it
may be nost needed -- particularly, say, in
education and fields like that, so it's not
wi thin the purview of the Executive to just
determne, This is where | would rather put it,
as opposed to that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sol'dlike to --
M. President, through you.

l'"d like to point out, I, like
Senator Giffo and perhaps |ike the other
62 Senators, if we look at this budget, if we
| ook at the cuts that are being made, | think it

breaks our hearts. There are prograns that we
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know we are cutting that are desperately needed
in our communities. There's not one of us who
will go unscathed. There's not one New Yorker
who will go unscathed. And so these decisions to
cut are extrenely personal and difficult for us.

We believe that under the
ci rcunst ances we have set up a nodel that wll
allow, if and when additional federal noney cones
in -- and we technically have had three bills
pass Congress already to offer us support and
funding, but it is way inadequate, and we need to
all | obby everyone in Washington to hear us. W
need nore noney in New York now.

But we have set up the budget such
that if and when suppl enental nonies cane from
the federal governnment, it would be directed to
refill the priorities that were in the budget
before we had to make these draconi an cuts.

So yes, | believe that it is the
intention of the way we've witten the bills, and
i n understanding with the Governor's office, that
if and when there is federal noney that can help
us refill the holes we are being forced to
create, that those will be priorities, of course

after the priorities of public health and
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responding to the COVID situation. Because |

don't think any of us yet -- and | conme from
Manhattan, ground zero -- | don't think any of us
yet understand what the ram fications will be in

total to the State of New York before this
di sease cones and goes.
SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger. And thank you, M. President.
Whul d you recogni ze Senator Ott,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

SENATOR ORTT: Yes, thank you,
M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott on the bill.

SENATOR ORTT: | just want to --
you know, this has got to be the strangest
circunstance for us to be here today. | think
everyone woul d agree. And | even went through in
my own m nd about whether | was going to speak on
this bill, because obviously here we are in an
enpty chanber, by and | arge.

But | do think we are still here

doi ng arguably the nost inportant thing that we
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do in any given session, which is to pass a
budget -- over $170 billion even with cuts and
even with hol ding spending in line -- that
affects every New Yorker in sone way.

And so it is still incunmbent upon
all of us, and | think certainly those of us in
the Mnority, to speak on what is going on and
what' s happeni ng. Because the truth is a |ot of
folks right now are glued to their television
wat chi ng coverage about coronavirus.

And maybe they're worried -- they're
wat chi ng news because maybe their wife is a
heal t hcare worker, maybe their husband is a
heal t hcare worker, maybe their wife or husband is
a first responder. Maybe their wi fe or husband
isin the Arny National Guard, |like | once was,
and they're on the front |ines of this pandemc
and they're not sure what's going to happen.
Maybe t hey're watchi ng because their business has
been shuttered.

And doi ng this under these
ci rcunstances is not easy, but that's all the
nore inmportant that we get it right. This m ght
be the nobst inportant budget that we pass,

because we're doing it at this exact nmoment in
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And whet her you have a ton of npney,
whet her you have no noney -- | certainly have
advocated for reducing the amount we spend here
in New York for ny entire time |I've been in the
State Legislature, so far be it fromme today to
criticize the fact that we need to reduce our
spendi ng. And under this circunstance, we

certainly do.

But it's -- it's still an old adage
t hat show ne your budget and 1'll show you your
priorities. 1t's where you' re naking the cuts.

So we're not asking Hollywod filmstudios to go
wi thout. We're not asking the Governor to go

wi thout a I ot of the noney he still puts in his
econoni ¢ devel opnent prograns. But we are
asking whether it's schools or, in the case that
| want to point out today, nental health.

So at a time when people are al one,
when they're isolated, we're reducing -- we
elimnated FarmNet. FarmNet is out. For those
that don't know, this was a nental health program
geared specifically towards farmers. So |ess
than a year after we passed a significant piece

of legislation that will have a negative inpact
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on the bottomline of farmers across New York
and at a time when we are |osing one-third of our
farms over the past several years, we are
reducing a programthat went to help with their
nment al heal t h.

And of course many of these farners
[ive in rural communities where there's already a
| ack or dearth of nmental health services.

W' ve al so reduced a nental health
program cal |l ed Dwyer, which is nental health
service to our veterans, by 50 percent. So
veterans and farmers, they're going to go
wi thout. They're going to see |ess when it cones
to their mental health. And these were two
prograns that worked.

And by the way, it was a de mnims
anount of noney in the context of a $170 billion
budget. We're tal king about, | think, between
the two of them maybe $2.5 mllion total. W
lose $2.5 million in this chanber and woul dn't
even know it some years. And so | find it quite
obj ectionabl e that we're asking these fol ks, sone
of our nost vulnerable, to in sone cases go
wi t hout .

And | also want to coment on the
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authority that we're passing to the Governor
as -- specifically as it relates -- nmaybe
generally as it relates to, in this bill, our
CHI PS and wi nter recovery and infrastructure
noney to our localities. So we're going to --
we're not making a cut in this budget. W're
restoring the funding, it's all there on paper.
But -- this is a big but -- we're passing off
what is really our responsibility to the
Governor. W're passing it off to the Governor,
and we're saying: You can cut at a | ater date,
you can nmeke reductions at a later date and tine.
And the reason we're doing it is
because, in ny opinion, we just sinply don't have
the political will to make these hard deci sions
t oday.
We know that we're | ooking at

anywhere froma $10 billion to $15 billion

deficit. It could be worse. W know we're going
to have to make tough decisions. | think it is
di si ngenuous, first of all, for us to pretend

that the noney is there, and then punt the hard
decision to the Executive or to the Division of
Budget .

But | also think, and |'ve said this
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for years, whether ny party was in the majority
or today, | think it is very dangerous for this
body to cede nore authority to the Executive,
particularly as it relates to appropriations.
The bi ggest thing that we have, the
bi ggest check we have on the Executive, any
Legi sl ature has on the Executive, is the control

of taxpayer dollars. And if we cede that

authority to the Executive -- even a little bit,
or even a little bit nmbre -- | think it is to our
detrinment, | think it is to the state's

detrinment, and I think it's an abdication of our
responsibility that we were el ected to conme do.

Yes, these are tough deci sions.

Yes, Senator Krueger is right, nobody wants to
make these cuts. That's why they're never made.
That's why we never make them Because everyone
has -- well, don't make the cut there, don't mnake
t he cut over here.

But at the end of the day, we do
have to make them And then we have to go out
and explain to voters why they were nade. But
we're not really doing that. W' re saying:
Governor, you nake the hard deci sions throughout

t he year.
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And so for those reasons,
M. President, | will be reported in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On the
bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | so appreciate
nmy col | eague' s st atenents.

| just wanted to clarify for the
record that we agree with you, and so we took
t hose sections out of this bill and put themin a
bill comng up. And | just want to assure you
that we've actually increased funding for the
Dwyer program and expanded it to several
addi tional counties, and we have al so restored
the FarmNet nental health program

Because as | said before, | think
many of us on both sides of the aisle have
exactly the sane feelings about the problens

we're facing, and the priorities. And | just
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wanted to assure you personally that that's not a
bill that has yet cone before the floor. But
those two prograns are not taking cuts, and Dwer
is actually increasing.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you. | was
briefed incorrectly, | apol ogi ze.

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's okay. |
just wanted to nmake sure it was said for you and
on the record.

Thank you, M. President.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,
| rise to a point of information.

Senator Ortt was not briefed
i mproperly. Unfortunately, we didn't get a ful
briefing because the bills -- we're working
together in order to receive bills, then review
the bills and then brief the nenbers, and
obviously we didn't have that information yet.
So that's what it was based upon

So we respect that. | just wanted
to make that for -- and | think ny coll eague --
all right, thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators who wi sh to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
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i s closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 634, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senator Akshar, Amedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach,
Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
by way of procedure, if | could just tell folks

what to expect today, let ne reiterate what
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Senator Giffo said.

We are working with our coll eagues
to give theminformation and bill |anguage as
soon as we have it, and sonetines when issues are
di sconnected frombills they m ght normally be
in, there mght sone information that cones
later. So that will be briefed at an appropriate
time, and certainly wasn't any fault of the
Mnority, who was getting the information we give
t hem

We do anticipate passing the handf ul
of budget bills renaining over the course of
today. As we get the |anguage, we want to give
our colleagues tinme to digest it, reviewit and
ask questions and be briefed onit. So we wll
currently stand at ease while we wait for the
next bill to arrive, but we will be taking them
up as soon as they becone avail abl e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 1:02 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:47 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Finance Committee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:47 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:06 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there a report of the Finance Commttee at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a report of the Finance Conmittee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 7508B, Senate Budget
Bill, an act to amend the H ghway Law and t he
Transportation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he Finance Conmttee report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the Conmttee on Finance
report signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Comm ttee on Finance report is accepted and
bef ore the house.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
may we take up the suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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635, Senate Print 7508B, Senate Budget Bill, an
act to anmend the Hi ghway Law and the
Transportation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
on to the reading of the controversial cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
635, Senate Print 7508B, Senate Budget Bill, an
act to anmend the Hi ghway Law and the
Transportation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,
woul d you recogni ze Senator Amedore, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Anedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President.

WI1l the sponsor yield for few
guestions on this bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes,
M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
Senat or Savi no, for answering a coupl e of
guesti ons.

| want to tal k about particularly
the section of the TED, Part FFF, requiring
prevailing wage to be paid on certain private
construction projects. Could you explain what
this really does and is all about?

SENATOR SAVI NO d adly, Senator
Anedor e.

So as you know, al nbst a hundred
years ago -- in fact, at probably the |ast
constitutional convention that this state held --
t he public spoke very loudly and clearly about
the definition of prevailing wage and public
wor ks and how public dollars should not chase
poverty wages. That if we were going to use
public dollars for private construction projects,
that those private construction projects
recei ving those public dollars would pay the
prevailing wage in that region, to create
good- payi ng j obs.

In fact, it was -- one of the
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reasons why we were able to get out of the
Depression in 1934 was thinking that |ike that,
that allowed us to create good, solid wages for
wor ki ng nmen and wormen across this state. It's
somewhat ironic that we're doing it right now as
we're on the cusp of what nost people think is
t he next G eat Recession.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: Senat or Savi no,
you nentioned about a public dollar -- an
i nvest ment nmade by public taxpayers into a
construction project. Wuld a -- wuld a
project, a private construction project that
receives no public dollars but nay receive a tax
abat enent that the devel oper or buil der over tine
will pay its full assessnent share of what the

new tax bill would be and liability would be,
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woul d that qualify for this -- under this
provi si on?

SENATOR SAVI NO Thr ough you,
M. President, yes, it could qualify. And it
m ght be dependent upon the total tax savings
achi eved during the course of the project.

SENATCR AMEDORE: And what are the
thresholds in this bill? Through you,
M. President, |I'msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SAVI NO Through you -- |
bel i eve the question was what are the threshol ds.

So through you, M. President, the
threshol ds for the definition of this prevailing
wage bill says that if public noney goes to a
private project, the m ni numcost nust be
$5 mllion and 30 percent of the noney that's
received frompublic dollars is in that project.
So $5 million threshold, 30 percent of the total
dol lars are public dollars.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
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M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: So if a devel oper
or a contractor never receives public dollars
but, again, receives sonme type of pilot program
that's approved by the | ocal county government or
agency -- an IDA for instance -- no change, no
public dollars being exchanged to build the
project, but just a tax abatenent or a sales tax
abatenent, would that still require prevailing
wage on a private construction job that is
$5 mllion of value or over?

SENATCR SAVI NO It could. Because
tax incentives, tax abatenments, and tax
credits are all public dollars.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Ve may
fundanmental | y di sagree on that because there's no
dol | ar being -- changing hands. No check is
witten by the state to the devel oper to build
t he project.

But the question that | have for you
is, can you explain this creation of the Public
Subsi dy Revi ew Boar d?

SENATOR SAVI NO " msorry,

M. President, could you pl ease repeat that?
didn't hear the question.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Can you explain
the creation of this Public Subsidy Review Board
that is nentioned in this part of the bill?

SENATOR SAVI NO. So the Public
Subsi dy Revi ew Board was a proposal fromthe
Governor's bill to answer sonme of the very
guestions that you are raising here today.

So the Public Subsidy Review Board

is going to consist of 13 individuals -- eleven
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of them are gubernatorial appointnments, two of
t hem bel ong to the Legislature, four of themwl|
represent upstat e/ downst ate busi ness and | abor
entities -- so that everybody has a seat at the
tabl e to answer sonme of these very questions.

You could go to the Public Subsidy
Board for approval on particular projects, for
clarification. |If you are turned down, it's
subject to -- let me put ny glasses on to make
sure I'mreading it correctly. Actions taken by
the board will require public hearings or witten
testinmony, notice of activity, and Article 78
| egal reviews.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AMEDORE: Senat or Savi no,
if this bill was to pass and this policy becones

law in the State of New York, is this for a
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specific region of the State of New York? O is
it for the entire State of New York as a whol e?
SENATOR SAVI NO Thr ough you,

M. President, it is for the entire State of

New Yor k.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: Under this
provision will the prevailing wage policy
i ncrease costs of construction that normally
woul d not be if this doesn't happen?

SENATOR SAVI NO Thr ough you,
M. President. Yes, probably, in sonme instances
it will.

SENATOR AMEDORE: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR SAVI NO. Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Do you have any
i dea what the percentage of cost increase would
be?

SENATOR SAVI NO Thr ough you,

M. President, there are certain studies that
could potentially point out the increased costs
of construction. But at the end of the day you
actual ly achi eve a savi ngs, because you get
better-quality work, higher safety standards on
t hese j obs.

And, nost inportantly, those public
dollars that are going to private devel opers are
t hen bei ng funnel ed through to citizens of the
State of New York, and they are going to spend
that noney in their own communities, they are
going to be able to raise their famlies, they're
going to be able to put food on the table, they
wi || have decency and dignity in their work. And
after all, isn't that what public dollars should
support ?

SENATOR AMEDORE: M. President, on
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the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Anmedore on the bill.

SENATCR AMEDORE: | first want to
t hank Senat or Savino for answering sonme of the
guestions that | had.

And | know t he hours continue to --
it's starting to get late in the day and there's
much nore work to be done on this -- on the
budget .

Well, we all know that this is very
peculiar tinmes. W' ve never been in this
situation before in our lifetinme, in this state
or in this country. So we're really all rookies
at this, because the |ast real big pandem c that
we really faced, |ike we see today, was probably
back in 1918.

And in times of uncertainty,
econom ¢ uncertainty, we know -- the Governor has
said hinself, the president of the United States
has said hinself, the econony is not working
right now. The econony is basically shut off.

New Yorkers are fearful, fearful
New Yorkers are hurting. New Yorkers are out of

jobs. New Yorkers are not spendi ng noney.
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They're staying -- they're forced to stay hone.
There's nonessenti al businesses that are not
wor ki ng, that are closed -- they're closed shops.
New Yorkers right now need all the help they can
get.

And | understand the -- the
i mportance of good-quality |abor on construction,
the ability to performand to have safety -- job
safety conditions, site safety conditions -- that
have nothing to do with the wage of the
construction job, it has everything to do with
t he managenent of the construction job, as well
as all of the authoritative boards and agenci es
on the federal and state that promul gate the
rul es of safety.

| also understand that we all in
t hi s chanber represent our constituents who have
been calling since the beginning of March of this
year, when they had heard the news that they'd
been laid off and they can't get through the
unenpl oynment agencies or office to get their
benefit, to get their paycheck or how they're
going to pay their nortgage or how they're going
pay their rent, how they're going to pay their

utility. W have constituents who say: W need
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affordability. Howcan | afford to live in the
State of New York?

This particular section of this
budget bill adds to the cost once again, adds to
t he burden of all New Yorkers once again, by its
state governnent and by the Governor of the State
of New York, by increasing the costs of
construction, whether it's a public job or
whether it is a private job.

As ny friend Senator Savino
nmenti oned, possibly, could be, naybe a range of a
per cent age of increase of construction -- 15, 20,
30 percent to the cost of construction, to the
proj ect .

| think about even the MIA -- and |
don't represent New York City, but | have a
daughter who lives there who uses the system
The cost is going to increase because of the
prevail i ng-wage neasures.

School s, fire departnents, | know
t hey pay prevailing wage now. But now we're
tal ki ng about private jobs and those snall
contractors who either have not been on a
prevailing-wage job or don't have the neans to be

on a prevailing-wage job or a devel oper who can't
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afford to pay prevailing-wage job

| think about the pass-through cost
to the consuner, whether it is renting an
apartnent, whether it is nmaybe even buying a hone
or a condom nium or however it may be, or whether
it is nowgoing to a -- going to a departnent
store or any type of devel opnent that woul d be
t hrough an I DA program The consunmer w || pay
nore. Not just the devel oper. Not just the
contractor, general contractor. The consuner,
the residents of the State of New York, w |l pay
nor e.

And it's just not about a 15 or
25 percent. | asked if this is a regional
approach or if this was going to affect
regionally, maybe just be in New York City. New
York City nunbers and wage rates are far higher
than they are right here in the Capital Region,
t he Hudson Val l ey, the Mohawk Vall ey region that
| represent. O even parts of Wstern New York
or the North Country of New York

| can't imagine, in a tinme when we
have the econom ¢ uncertainty, the significance
of this pandem c that is weaking havoc in the

State of New York right now, that this particular
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part of this bill -- with a whole host of other,
| think, bad policies and increases to the

New York State residents -- is the focal point
and is a necessity.

This has nothing to do with even
hel pi ng out those famlies struggling for life
right now with the COVID- 19 epidenm c. Nothing
This is not going to create nore jobs, nor wll
it even help construction workers, because
devel opers and the private sector will not
continue to invest.

Wiy do they go and ask for maybe a
pil ot programthrough their local IDAs? It is
because the burden of doing business -- the cost
of doing business, the taxes -- are too high in
the State of New York. And they need to anortize
the project cost over time in order to nmake it
successful .

So I think, M. President, this
particular part of this bill, along with others,
comes at the wong tine and gets shoved into a
budget bill that's got many parts and facets to
it, that should be a bill on its own that we can
have proper debate, proper insight.

And | know this is something that
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many of the advocates have been working on for
many years in the State of New York. But now

al so to develop or to establish a Public Subsidy
Revi ew Board that is appointed by the Governor,
the | eader of the Senate, the |eader of the
Assenbly -- who are these people? Howis it
going to be -- howis it going to run? It brings
nore uncertainty to the private sector, who is

t he backbone to get our econony up and running
agai n.

Al'l these small businesses that had
the opportunity to invest in construction
projects nmay not now because of this particular
burden and anot her |ayer of bureaucracy that is
goi ng to be added through the approval process
just to try to get their project to market.

So for those reasons and many
others, I'lIl be voting in the negative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jacobs.

SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you,

M. President.
M. President, fromthe first day --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Senator, are you on the bill or are you asking --

SENATOR JACOCBS: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jacobs on the bill.

SENATCR JACOCBS: M. President,
since the first day |I've had the privilege, that
| had the privilege to serve in this chanber and
serve ny constituents, | said that | believed it
was wrong to nuddl e our budget process with major
policy issues.

Legi sl ati on doesn't have anything to
do with -- legislation that does not have
anything to do with the revenues or expenditures
or state finances gets buried all too often in
budget bills and passed into |law with no
transparency, no vetting, and no real public
input. It is bad public policy, and | have
i ntroduced legislation in the past to resol ve
t his.

Unfortunately, the bills we have
before us today are using that ill-advised
approach once agai n.

The | anguage in the bill I'm
referencing right nowis regarding the siting of

massi ve renewabl e projects, wi nd and sol ar
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projects largely seen in areas outside New York
City but benefiting the region within New York
Cty.

And this bill -- the provision in
this bill and what it does is it really strips
| ocal comunities of the ability to have a say on
whet her there will be a massive wind or solar
farmlocated in their town, in their village, in
their county.

Al ready the previous |aw, the
existing law that we had was woefully lacking in
the ability of local conmunity to have a say.

The revisions that are put here in this bill --
again purely policy, really should not be in this
pi ece of |egislation, this budget piece of
legislation -- will strip largely any say of a

| ocal comunity to have input in whether a
massive wndm |l farmor solar farm a w ndml|l
farm windmlls the size or height of al nost

700 feet, of blades that are nearly the size of a
football field, located in -- close to sonmeone's
back yard.

The thought that a l|ocal comunity
woul d not have a say in that is very, in m mnd,

un- Aneri can and certainly not consistent with the
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| egacy of New York State

| really protest this bill. |1
protest the way that it is going to be passed in
this budget. It was ny hope that we would, if
anyt hing, not have this provision in the budget,
that it would be discussed at a | ater date.

W often hear the refrain here we
are one New York, but it is very hard for
constituents in ny district to believe that when
pi eces of legislation are passed |like this which
show a | evel of arrogance and disregard for |ocal
comunity say, local conmunity input, and the
denocratic process. This is a major reason why
"1l be voting against this piece of |egislation
t oday.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Savino on the bill.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

There's always things in budget
bills that we |ike and we don't IiKke.
Unfortunately, it's the nature of the way we do
the budget. Wth respect to putting policy

i ssues in the budget, that's a fight we | ost

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1403

20 years ago. Unless we're prepared to amend the
constitution, it is the way things get done here.

And as frustrating as it can be,
there's still a lot of good things in this
budget. And |I'm going to speak specifically to
the definition of public works.

Senat or Anedore and | obviously
di sagree on this issue, and we have a different
view of history. He referenced 1918.
referenced 1934, when the public said very |loudly
and clearly that they believed that public
dol | ars shoul d not chase poverty wages. That the
prevailing wage was set then.

It's an issue that has been watered
down over the decades through judicial decisions
and conprom ses, which is why we are here today.

It is not newto this chanber. |'ve
been in the Senate 15 years now. The definition
of public works was introduced nore than a decade
ago. In fact, | carried it for two years while |
was the chair of the Labor Conmmttee. Forner
Senator Terry Miurphy carried it the whole tinme he
was here, and in fact he had nore cosponsors on
that bill than just about anything else. So

clearly the Senate has considered strengthening
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the definition of public works.

But | want to again reference
hi story. Senator Anmedore tal ked about history, |
will talk about history. Not just the fact that
t he public decided al nbst a hundred years ago
that this nade sense and it was the right thing
to do for New York.

W are in the mdst of a pandenic
It is not the first crisis this state has faced,
certainly not the first crisis in ny recent
l[ifetime -- post-9/11, post-Hurricane Sandy, and
now. But even nore inportantly, if you go back
to the 1930s, it was bold thinking by many
peopl e, one of whomsat in this chanber, forner
Senat or Franklin Del ano Roosevelt, who then
becane the president of the United States and
recogni zed if America was going to get out of the
depression, it was going to take bold thinking
and public noney. Creating real jobs, investing
publ i ¢ noney.

W saw the Congress do it two days
ago, passed a $2 trillion relief package, the
first of what will probably be many, to put noney
back into the hands of Americans so that we can

get our econony going. That's what the
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definition of public works was the first tine,
that's what it will be now It is -- it is so
i nportant that we're doing it now, meking sure
that we provide decent wages, good wages.

And they're not the sane, upstate
and down are not the sane. The prevailing rate
in New York City is not the prevailing rate in
Buffalo, it's not the prevailing rate in Onondaga
County. But people who work in those places
shoul d not be paid |l ess with public noney than
the prevailing rate.

That's what we're doi ng here today,
restating what Anerica said in the 1930s: Public
dol l ars should go to good-paying jobs to get
Aneri cans back on their feet. | amproud to vote
for this.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Boyl e.

SENATCR BOYLE: M. President, wll
t he sponsor yield? WII the |eader yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: "1l handl e the

guestions, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you. Through
you, M. President.

|"mjust referring to the section
regarding the definition of a political party.

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"msorry, |
couldn't hear.

SENATOR BOYLE: |"mreferring to
the section that regards the definition of a
political party.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
the m crophone is not on for Senator Boyle, so
| "' m having trouble hearing. Okay, thank you.

SENATOR BOYLE: Is it on?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yeah. Thank
you.

SENATCR BOYLE: Under this
provision, | assume that we're trying to
| egi sl ate what the comm ssion recently reported
on and was subsequently thrown out by the court;
is that correct?

SENATCR G ANARI S: | believe that's
correct.

SENATOR BOYLE: Ckay. So ny
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guestion is this. The provision says that a
political party is defined by an organi zation
that gets 2 percent, excluding blank and void
ballots, at least -- in the preceding el ection
for Governor, received at |east 2 percent of the
total votes cast for its candidate for governor,
or 130,000 votes, whichever is greater, in the
year in which a governor is elected, and at | east
2 percent of the total votes cast for its

candi date for president, or 130,000 votes,

whi chever is greater, in the year of a
presidential election.

My question is, what about the
parties that -- we have a certain nunber of -- we
call themmnor parties, third parties, who do
not nom nate candi dates, by their bylaws, for
president. Soneone |ike the Serve Anerica
novenent, the SAM party, what happens to that, to
those parties? Are they automatically excl uded
because they did not get 130,000 votes?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, that's
correct.

SENATOR BOYLE: Wow.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Boyle on the bill.

SENATCR BOYLE: |'ve seen a | ot of
pi eces of legislation | thought were
unconstitutional cone to this chanber, but this
is a doozy.

We're actually excluding from
New York State a political party who received the
requi site nunber of votes in the last election
frombeing a party with access to the ball ot
automatically every two years because they do
not, by their bylaws, nom nate a candi date for
presi dent .

| hope and expect that the courts of
New York State will call this unconstitutiona
and throw this provision out.

| vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,
first let nme say, as we go through these

difficult tinmes with this pandem c, as our
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constituents, as fam|lies across New York have
their lives and see their lives turned upside
down, | want to say it's always good to see you
Senator Benjamin -- or as we |ike to say,

M. President -- and all ny coll eagues here as we
wor k toget her on behalf of the people -- yes, you
t oo, Senator Savino -- on behalf of the people of
the State of New York. And we will get through
this, and we've got to nake sure that we do. And
we will.

M. President, knowi ng what's
happeni ng, seei ng how people fromone end of this
state are going through living hell, who are
worried about the safety and the well-being of
their famlies -- and it's that tine of year when
we neet every year to discuss the budget, how
we're going to spend the billions of dollars we
coll ect fromtaxpayers in New York. And this
year, of course, is unique, it's different --
sadly so.

But one would think, with everything
going on out there, that the focus would be only
on necessary spending to keep the wheels of this
state nmoving forward. One would hope that the

only focus we have here is the pandeni c, what
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we're going to do in this budget that ensures

t hat when we cone out of this, we're going to be
able to reboot, we're going to be able to restore
sanity and safety and prosperity to this state.

After | ooking at this budget, one
woul d be wrong.

You know, it seens as though sone
peopl e think that this pandem c ought to be used
as sone kind of cloak of invisibility to shove
t hrough all kinds of policies that have nothing
to do with the true business of the day -- which
is to really save our state, save our people.

And there are a nunber of policies that | can
tal k about that prove that.

You know, only in Al bany woul d we be
asked to consider a bill that we received only an
hour ago that is entitled "Transportation and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent” and, as you read through
t he pages of this bill, what you learn is that,
catastrophically, it is devoid of any policies
and any spending that will give any assistance to
transportation in the State of New York, that
will do anything to aid econom c devel oprent.

In fact, quite the opposite. There

are policies shoved in this budget that | think
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spell doom for small businesses across this
state. That when this epidemc finally passes,
busi nesses in this state are going to find that
it's even a nore difficult place to do business.
Fam lies are going to find out that it's even
nore expensive to live in New York. And that's
the last thing we ought to be doing any year, but
certainly this year.

So there's one policy that | want to
talk about that | think really accentuates the
hubris, the arrogance and the wongness of this
bill before us today, and that's so-called
canpai gn finance reformor public financing of
campai gns.

| magi ne, people are getting sick,
peopl e are dying, people are losing their jobs,
busi nesses are folding. That's what's happening
right now, right this very nonent in the State of
New York. But that ought not be a reason for
politicians to figure out a way to give
thenselves a little welfare, a little extra noney
in their canpaign coffers. Pandeni c be dammed.
Maybe people aren't |ooking, so we're going to
make this grab, this noney grab.

Wel I, maybe sone peopl e think that
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t he pandemic offers a little cloudi ness, sone
fog, some snoke, a cloak of invisibility. But
when we come out of this, as we will, the people
are going to see what happened here today.

And what did happen here today?
People are going to be forced to have their tax
dol | ars be given to canpai gn candi dates, to
candi dates to support their canpaigns. Listen to
this. There's soneone running for office in your
district, you don't want to support them
Believe it or not, M. President, there are a few
peopl e that don't support me. Hard to believe,
but true. They're going to be forced to buy ny
| awn signs, to buy ny nmail, to buy ny canpaign

buttons, to give ny candi dacy support.

Now, | know the other side is going
to say: "Well, it's voluntary. It's voluntary.
It's a check-off box on your tax return.” That

is the biggest fraud |I've ever heard. W all
know t he peopl e of New York are smarter than
that. | know they're smarter than that. The
New Yorkers | know, when it's time to pay their
taxes, are not going to say, |'ve got an idea --
SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: WIl the Senator
yield for a question?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes, sure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

M. President, is it true --

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,
poi nt of order.

SENATOR LANZA: | vyielded.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Giffo?

SENATOR CGRI FFQO He's on the bill,
t hough.

SENATOR LANZA: | yielded.

SENATOR CGRI FFO Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR LANZA: |"ve got to have a
little fun. | knowit's out of order, but it's
fun.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Senat or Lanza.
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M. President, | would Iike to ask
Senator Lanza if there was a tinme when he served
in the New York City Council.

SENATCOR LANZA: Yes, M. President,
yeah.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wul d t he
Senat or continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator continue to yield?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyields, yes.

SENATOR G ANARI S: During that tinme
how much in public funding, under the New York
City matching fund program did then-City
Counci | man Lanza receive?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
don't want to -- | don't recollect the exact
dol I ar anmpbunts, but 1'Il answer it this way.

Yes, | participated in that program It is that
experience which has taught me that this is the
wor st programthat we could shove down the
throats of the people of New York.

In fact, it is that programand this

programthat | promise you will facilitate
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corruption beyond your wildest beliefs. And
that's what we've seen in New York City, where
people run not to win, not to serve, but so that
they can set up a cottage industry of paying

t axpayer dollars to their friends.

But | will say this. The reason why
you in New York City, if you ran for the Cty
Council, you participated is because unl ess you
were a billionaire, you were forced to do so.

And howis it that you were forced to do so? |
didn't like it then. But if you didn't do it,
you know what happened? You were puni shed. Your
opponent, whoever that person m ght be, would get
four times and five tinmes and six tinmes what you
got .

So the way that programis written,
if you do not participate, you are punished.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | thank Senat or
Lanza for his indul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATCOR LANZA: Yeah. Yeah. Thank
you, Senator G anaris, for rem nding ne how
horrific and how ridi cul ous and how onerous this

programi s.
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Il will not yield until I --
finish.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza on the bill. You're on the bill.

SENATOR LANZA: |"msorry, yeah

So let ne rephrase. People are
worried about whether or not their famlies are
going to survive this pandenic. People are sick
We have a hospital enmergency. W have a public
safety energency, a public health emergency, we
have an econom c energency. People are |osing
j obs, businesses are folding.

Sonmebody has the good idea, while
all this is happening, to shove this piece of
nonsense | egislation policy into this budget.
It's wrong.

Yeah, voluntary, so-called. Check a
box. If you don't check a box -- because | know
New Yorkers are smart. New Yorkers are not going
to say, in the mddle of everything else that's
going on in ny life, I've got a good idea. Cone
tax-paying time, I"'mgoing to take a little noney
out of my pocket and I'mgoing to give it to the
| ocal politician.

It's ridicul ous. It's absurd. [t's
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insulting. And it's not going to happen.

So what's going to happen? |f you

|l ook at this legislation, it says we will then
take it fromthe General Fund, we will then take
it fromthis other fund -- which neans we wi ||
take it fromthe taxpayer. W wll take it at

t he expense of education and heal thcare and al
t he other good things that we do here in New York
State -- and transportation and economi c
devel opnent, which we do not do in this bill.
That's hubris. That's arrogance.
And that's wong. The taxpayers should not be
forced to pay for political canpaigns.
M. President, 1'll be voting no.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Krueger on the bill.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.
| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
answering the questions on the sections of the
bill that they are far nore expert on than
nmyself. But | do feel a need to highlight what
is perhaps a little confusion for people who
m ght not be here or m ght not have downl oaded

the bill.
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Yes, the bill has many sections that
deal with transportation, the environment,
econoni ¢ devel opnent. Yes, the State of New York
is continuing many prograns that we've had in
place that if we didn't continue through this
budget bill would cease to exist, which would
require a great deal of explaining by all of us
at hone.

And yes, this bill goes further in a
nunber of areas than we have had to go before --
for exanple, in transportation and investnent in
mass transit. W all know that we are in a
crisis now and we need a bigger, stronger state
to come out of it when we're done. Which means
we can't forget that our core responsibilities
are maki ng sure we have a 21st-century nmass
transit system when people can come out of their
homes and do have jobs to go back to.

W can't forget that, and there are
significant investnments in transportation funding
inthis bill, including the ability to draw down
federal funds that they are naking available to
us.

And while | may or may not agree

wi th one of mny coll eagues about the new changes
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inthe rules for siting energy plants -- and |
bel i eve that we have tried to build in
protections for |ocal communities -- please, no
one forget that because the pandem c is taking up
all of our time and energy now, along with an
econoni ¢ col | apse far beyond our conprehension
t hroughout the world, cone the day we all get to
take of f our masks and | eave our homes and
breathe freely and nove forward with the agenda
we hoped we woul d have three nonths ago, we will
still be facing an earth that nust respond to
climat e-change crises. And that means making
sure we have the renewabl e energy so that we do
not have to fall back on dependence on the
dangerous harnful fossil fuels.

So that nmeans we have to make sure
we nove forward with the right laws for the
21st century for siting utilities. W just have
to. W can't lay it aside because we're dealing
wi th another crisis. Because unfortunately, sone
crises just keep rolling along even though we
have to take care of other things right now.

And | will say for the record
don't like this canpaign finance bill either.

wish it wasn't in there. | believe in public
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fi nanci ng of canpaigns, but | certainly don't
like the idea that we yet again are trying to
take away third parties' rights to be able to run
peopl e and participate in our denocracy.

So like lots of other people, you
don't like everything that's in a bill, and you
hol d your nose on the stuff you don't like
because you know you need the stuff that you need
that's in there,.

And again, | thought Senator Savi no
handled it so well on prevailing wage. This is
if you are taking governnment noney. This is not
if you're a private entity who decides to build
t hi ngs wi t hout draw ng down sone nodel of
subsi dy, tax exenption credits or actual
contracts with the governnent. You don't have to
participate in this. But if you' re choosing to
use governnent noney, you do.

And so | just feel |ike sone people
| istening m ght have wal ked away not
understanding. This is not a new mandate on
anyone, whoever decides to build anything or hire
a worker. This is about people who choose, from
an econom ¢ decision, to use government subsidy

in sone way.
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So | thank her for her explanation.
| just feel that it was inmportant to highlight,
after the back and forth, that that was the
under | yi ng di scussion that m ght have gotten
| ost.

So there are plenty of things in
this bill people can be unhappy with. | have
plenty of things | wish got into this bill and
stayed in this bill, and they fell out because of
financial crisis and pandem c. But again, our
job is to make sure not only is the state
continuing to run now on the deadline, but nmake
sure that the state is in a position to be able
to come out of this pandem c and this econonic
col | apse and be nore ready than ever to conpete
inadifferent world. And this pandemc will
have caused us to be in a different world al so,
so we need to be ready to nove forward in ways
that we didn't even understand a few nonths ago,
M. President.

So | can be unhappy and | can still
vote yes. And | will be voting yes. And | urge
nmy col |l eagues to vote yes, M. President.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
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t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 635, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach,
Sal azar, Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,
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the work continues. W are awaiting the
remai ni ng budget bills, after which point we wll
allow the Mnority anple tine to review and
di scuss, and we'll cone back to try and finish
our work at sone point |ater today.

Wth that, the Senate stands at
ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 4:48 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at

11: 57 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
pursuant to Rule 5, Section 2, | nobve that we

stay in session beyond ni dnight.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senate will stand at ease.
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(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:57 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
2:35 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until about six hours and 25 m nutes from now, at
9:00 a.m, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Move to
adjourn until 9:00 a.m The Senate stands
adj ourned until 9:00 a. m

(Whereupon, at 2:35 a.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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