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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 17, 2020, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, March 16,
2020, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Kavanagh, on page 14 | offer
the foll ow ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber 245,
Senate Print 2328, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And on behal f of
Senat or Biaggi, on page 21 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 372, Senate Print
6679B, and ask that said bill retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: As an initia
matter, M. President, | just want to point out,
so everyone can understand, the procedures of the

house t oday.
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After discussions with our
col | eagues, by unani nous consent | nove to
aut hori ze any nenber that has checked into the
session today to be able to cast votes through
the process outlined in Senate Rule 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And with that,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the Finance
Commi ttee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:38 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
12: 47 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President, |

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1286

believe there's a report of the Finance Conmittee
at the desk. If we could please returnto
reports of standing conmttees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:  There is
a report of the Finance Cormittee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 7502, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the |egal
requi renents of the state debt service and | ease
pur chase paynents and ot her special contractual
obl i gati ons.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Finance Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.
(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

report is accepted.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:47 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
1:06 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we pl ease
return to reports of standing commttees.

| believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is areport of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 8058, by Senator Mrie,
an act in relation to petition requirenents;

Senate Print 8091, by Senator Ranos,
an act providing requirenments for sick |eave and
the provision of certain enpl oyee benefits.

Both bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Committee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
report is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now take up the suppl enental cal endar,

pl ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
617, Senate Print 7502, Senate Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the | egal
requi renents of the state debt service and | ease
pur chase paynents and ot her special contractual
obl i gati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.
Senat or Jacobs recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes,
M. President, can we take up Suppl enenta
Cal endar B, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
618, Senate Print 8058, by Senator Myrie, an act
inrelation to petition requirenents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 618, those Senators recorded in
t he negative are Senators Anmedore, @Gllivan,
Hel mi ng and Kavanagh.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: For a nonent,
M. President, can we stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 1:09 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
1:10 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

At this point can we conclude -- or
conti nue the conclusion of reading the
Suppl enent al Cal endar B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
619, Senate Print 8091, by Senator Ranps, an act
provi ding requirenments for sick |leave and the
provi sion of certain enpl oyee benefits.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | believe
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there's a nessage of necessity at the desk,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan to explain his vote.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.
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And happy to be here today under
t hese very unique circunstances. And |I reflect,
during the time that |'ve had the privilege to
serve in the Legislature in both houses, the
sol et nature and the uni que circunstances that
we find ourselves in today.

So | applaud you and ny col | eagues
for being here, and | harken back to how we
achi eved sone | egislative action after
Sept enber 11th. Different set of circunstances,
but at the time we actually had a joint session
of the Legislature in the State Assenbly,
presi ded over by Governor Pataki, then-Mjority
Leader Senator Bruno, and then Speaker Shel don
Silver. And it was amazing the things that got
done in a very tight tine frame.

Here we are today -- and | use the

word "sol em" because | alnost feel like I'"'min a

church, it's a house of worship because it's so
quiet. And there's good reason for that.

So | want to thank Leader
St ewart - Cousins, Senator G anaris, my colleague

Senator Giffo, and really all the Senators who

are here. They are here. Qut of an abundance of

caution, we're not just walking -- we're not just
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talking the talk, we're wal king the wal k.

And | do want to nake a coupl e of
coment s about where | think our nmenmbers are in
relation to today. There is not a person who is
not slightly apprehensive, maybe a little el enment
of fear, a little elenent of understanding,

m sunder st andi ng, | ooki ng for guidance, | ooking
for direction, hopefully | ooking for

| eadership -- and that can just be on a personal
| evel involving your own famly.

But here, as we sit in the seat of
government, | think we take a nore in-depth | ook
at who we are and what our responsibilities are.
And at a time of crisis -- and we are in a
legitimate crisis -- people have expectations
that their |eaders that they have duly el ected
will act accordingly on their behalf.

| don't think I'mtal king out of
school; M. President, you and | chatted briefly
about your daughter. You know, you're going to
worry about your famly, |I'mgoing to worry about
my famly, and God knows you're going to worry
about your daughter. And that's the way it
shoul d be.

And so we have to be reflective of
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our constituents who are worrying, is ny kid
com ng home from school? How am | ever going to
get a refund for going -- the kid going to
coll ege? What am | going to do with ny
el enentary school children? Wat am| going to
do about my constituents who are worried about
whet her or not they can get to work, whether or
not they're going to have a job, are they going
to be working renotely, what does that nean --
and how does that all play out at a tinme where
people are really | ooking for their governnent to
act |ike | eaders?

Now |I'm goi ng to speak personally.
| believe, listening to ny own staff and what |
see, Governor Cuono is nmaking an extraordi nary
effort to provide | eadership, 24/7 -- 26/7, 30/7,
whatever it may be. He and his staff, and by
extension all the state agencies, they are doing
everyt hing humanly possible -- literally --
humanl y possi bl e and everyt hi ng concei vabl e.

Wen | talk to a |ocal hospital and
find out that they're worried about whether or
not they have surgical masks or they have the
requi site gloves and they really want to take

care of their patients, there isn't a person who
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wor ks in governnent who isn't literally at this
moment trying to figure out how do we nake that
happen. Wo do we call? Like who do you -- how
do you figure out where to get all this stuff?
How do you get a ventilator? How do you get
somet hing on an energency basi s?

So | laud, very clearly, the
Governor for being extraordinarily proactive, for
bei ng out spoken, for being a vintage and
gui ntessenti al New Yorker when he needs to be.
But | do think people are really paying
attention. Those daily briefings which are
extended to us and which are extended to us, to
our staff, are extraordinarily inportant.
believe that the Governor's staff is really
endeavoring to interact with us in a way that is
maki ng everybody feel confortable so we can
di ssem nate what's goi ng on

| got a call fromnmy county
conptroll er today, and yesterday we were able to
get clarification on sonething that has to do
with payroll, so sonebody can get a paycheck

Every one of our coll eagues -- and
l"msure it's the sanme for Leader

Stewart-Cousins -- they're saying what are we
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doi ng, |ike what actions are we taking?

Today, and with this bill, I think
there's a very clear recognition of what is being
done, and it's finite. W're taking an issue and
addressing that issue at this tine because it's
inmportant and it means real things to real
people. And this is addressing an acute problem
inthe right way in a limted capacity.

W will have tinme to have these
ot her debates. And in fact, while it's seem ngly
i nnocuous, we actually are passing a debt service
bill today. You and | both know that's the first
step in the budget process. That's the first
time Leader Stewart-Cousins can bring out
sonmet hing and say, W are noving al ong on the
budget .

And ironically, people are going to
start to pay attention to debt service nore than
they ever have. And rightfully so, because we're
goi ng to have a whol e bunch of new debt because
of the things that we're going to have to do.

| watch what goes on across the
country, but | also watch, |ike everybody el se,
what's going on in Washington. And | believe the

sane that | described for the State of New York
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is applicable to the President and our |eaders
down in Washington -- mny col |l eagues on

Long I sl and, Congressman Peter King, Congressman
Zel din, many of our coll eagues across the State
of New York. W all have a | aser-like focus on
how can we help the people we represent and do it
in a way and shape and formthat they can
understand and that makes a difference in their
life.

So it's every | evel of governnent --
town, county, village, whatever it may be -- the
school district, the water district, the
sanitation district. Wo's picking up the
garbage, all those types of things. But at the
federal |evel, Vice President Pence and the
federal admi nistration, they are |ooking at mjor
stinmuluses to provide relief to people,
smal | - busi ness owners, not-for-profits, nursing
homes, who are not only worried about their
suppl i es but whether or not they can neet
payrol | .

So | want to conplinment this
| egi slative body. | want to conplinent the
Legi slature. And gosh knows we have a ton nore

work to do. But when the Governor of the State
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of New York and the President of the United
States are in sync and acting in a bipartisan
way, that inures to the benefit of the mllions
of people in this state that we still continue to
call the Enpire State

We have nore work to do in front of
us. And |'ve been here a long tine; |'ve never
been in a chanber like this. |'mlooking at ny
four coll eagues here. W are literally
representative of every one of our nmenbers -- who
genui nely want to be here, because they believe
in what they do.

And |I'"mgoing to just close, again,
by saying | support these bills. And we'll have
much nore tinme for debate on other policy issues,
it's just not going to be today. But this
provides relief at an appropriate tine, in an
appropriate way.

And | thank the Governor for all the
things that | said, and I'll repeat them once
nore. Those briefings and all the information
goes a long way, a long way in allaying sone of
the fears and concerns of the public.

M. President, | vote aye.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Leader Stewart-Cousins to explain
her vote.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

This is obviously an unprecedent ed
time. 1t's an unprecedented day where we are
sitting in a chanber bereft of all of our
col | eagues because of the very real concern of
coronavirus and what it is continuing to do not
only in our state but in our nation and across
t he gl obe.

So to stand and say that we are
working on a daily basis to neet the needs of
every single person who depends on governnent to
do the work that has to be done in order for them
to be able to have as normal a life as possible
in the mdst of crisis is an inportant thing to
say.

And what we are doing today -- and |
t hank ny col |l eague for articulating what | think
cannot be said enough. The fact is that when
you're public servants, you focus on the public.

And every day, unlike 9/11, where this was

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1301

obvi ously, you know, a tragedy, but for sone
reason, you know, that happened, we went through
the pain and the grief and then we were able to
get up the next day and say, let's go fight every
day. Wth the unpredictability of what we are
doing, it's a day that regardl ess of what, we
have to get up and we have to fight.

And | thank our Governor for getting
up every day and fighting, and for fighting for
all of us here in New York but, on a broader
| evel, everyone in the nation.

And yes, we have these sane

cooperative neasures from our Congresspeople, our

Senators. |1've spoken with both Senator Schuner
and Senator G| librand and our Congresspeopl e,
Eliot Engel and Nita Low and so on -- | won't go

through all of them But the reality is that
every single one of us are fighting for every
si ngl e one of us.

My daughter had to be put on
| eave -- you know, they're staggering. W
sonis -- well, ny son-in-law, working from hone,
nmy children working from hone. Daycare center,
preschool closed. Every aspect of our lives are

changed and changed probably for a very, very
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| ong tine.

So to step up with courage to pass a
bill today that deals with the coronavirus
energency, to pass a bill today that deals with a
our budget energency, | hope assures every single
person in our state that we are at work and we
will not rest until we are able to assuage the
concerns of the small businesses, to nake sure
that our kids are getting the education, even if
it's froma distance, and we have our essenti al
wor kers getting the support they need on the
front lines no matter where they are --
obviously, in the hospitals, but even in our
comunities, making sure that the day-to-day
t hi ngs happen, that we and certainly our
constituents who have to naybe stay away can
depend on going forward despite this crisis.

New Yorkers are strong. New York
|l eads all the tine. And |I'm happy to have a
bi parti san communi cation with my col |l eague
Senat or Fl anagan -- and thank you, Senator
Giffo -- and certainly with Senator G anaris, to
represent the highest aspirations of all of us to
nmeet this crisis head on, to overcone it, to do a

responsi bl e budget that takes into consideration
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the needs of all of us, and to stand every tine
in support of the people we represent.

So | obviously vote aye. And again,
we will be back in this chanber at a tine when
it's filled up again. But until that tine, the
peopl e of New York should be assured that we are
at work and working cooperatively with the
Governor and across the aisle to make sure that
we of fer the best we possibly can under very,
very difficult circunstances.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Leader
Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 619, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Ott and Robach.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1304

M. President.

Let nme just, for my part, thank al
nmy col |l eagues for their understandi ng and
cooperation and indul gence today. W' re doing
the best we can to keep this body noving forward
in a very challenging tinme. Particularly Senator
Giffo, ny counterpart, who has worked very
closely with us to figure out the protocols and
| ogi stics of how we're going to be operating in
t hi s new worl d.

And with that, is there any further
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senator Giffo for an announcenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,

M. President.

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Republican Conference in Room 315.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Republican

Conference in Room 315.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: There will al so
be a conference of -- a Majority conference in
Heari ng Room A at 1:45.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be a Majority Conference neeting in
Heari ng Room A at 1:45.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn subject to the call of the
Tenporary President, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned, subject to
the call of the Tenporary President, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 1:27 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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