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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 2, 2020
3:43 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 1, 2020, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
February 29, 2020, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
anendnents are offered to the followi ng Third
Readi ng Cal endar bills:

Senat or Kennedy's bill, on page 9,
Cal endar Nunber 209, Senate Print 2709;

Senat or Hoyl man, on page 15,

Cal endar Nunber 299, Senate Print 6050;

Senat or Hoyl man, page 23, Cal endar
Nunber 422, Senate Print 6779;

Senat or Serrano, page 26, Cal endar
Nunber 450, Senate Print 7274A,

And Senat or Gounardes, page 30,

Cal endar Nunber 498, Senate Print 5228B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bills shal
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
pl ease take up previously adopted

Resol ution 2244, by Senator Jordan, read its
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title only, and recogni ze Senator Jordan on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2244, by Senator Jordan, congratulating the
Stillwater Grls Soccer Team upon the occasi on of
capturing the New York State Public H gh Schoo
At hl etic Association C ass C Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jordan on the resol ution.

SENATCOR JORDAN: M. President and
nmy col |l eagues, | rise for the purposes of
speaki ng on ny resol ution and maki ng an
i ntroducti on.

|"mincredibly proud to wel comre and
congratulate the Stillwater Grls Soccer Team
who are ny very special Senate guests today.

This is the second year in a row
that they've captured the O ass C chanpi onship
for New York State in wonen's soccer.

There's no denying the incredible
growi ng popularity of girls' and wonmen's soccer
and the inpressive skill, athleticism dedication

and achi evenents of its players. Consider this.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1011

Today there are an estimated 30 million wonen
pl ayi ng soccer worldwide, 4 mllion nore than in
2006.

Approximately 14.3 mllion U S.
viewers tuned into the final match of the 2019
Wnen's World Cup on tel evision, conpared to
11.4 mllion for the 2018 Men's World Cup Final.

The success of the Stillwater Grls
Soccer Team further illustrates the continued
popul arity of wonen's soccer. The Stillwater
Grls Soccer Team captured the New York State
Public H gh School Athletic Association Cass C
Chanpi onshi p on Novenber 17, 2019, in Cortl and.

The Stillwater Lady Warriors
concl uded a very successful season, finishing
21-0-2, ending their historic season with a 1-0
victory over Section 4 Chanpion Unatego, to
secure the Class C New York State Grls Soccer
Chanpi onshi p.

In 2018, the Lady Warriors al so won
the Class C New York State Grls Soccer
Chanpi onshi p. The Lady Warriors have a
remar kabl e record of 43-0-3 over the last two
years with their back-to-back chanpi onship

victori es.
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| want to recogni ze Head Coach
Christine I hnatol ya and her expert coaching
staff, Assistant Coaches Katie Carlin, Cassidy
Chapko, and Chris Stanley, for their hard work
and | eadership of this chanpionship team

And to the Lady Warriors, | conmend
you on your chanpi onshi p, but you should know
that you should use that chanpionship as an
inmportant life |l esson: Nothing great cones easy.
Hard and smart work, dedication, and perseverance
is what will help you to achieve your goals in
anything you do in life. Teamwrk is also key.
You have | earned this through playing soccer.
Carry these | essons through for a successful
future.

|"mso very proud to congratul ate
the nenbers of the Stillwater Hi gh School Grls
Soccer Team on your outstandi ng season. The New
York State Senate proudly recognizes and
cel ebrates your success.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
January 14t h.

To the Stillwater Grls Soccer Team

| wel come you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
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to you all of the privileges and courtesies of
this house. Please rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of the sponsor, that resolution is open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's now take
up the reading of the cal endar, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
241, Senate Print 1558A, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
248, Senate Print 3804A, by Senator May, an act
to amend the State Finance Law and the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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261, Senate Print 1544, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Public Health Law and Chapter
802 of the Laws of 1947.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
268, Senate Print 251, by Senator Kennedy, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1016

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
269, Senate Print 2069, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Metzger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
M. President.

As chair of the Agriculture
Commttee and the representative of counties in
t he M d-Hudson regions and Catskill regions that
are home to sone 2,000 farms, | just want to
first of all thank ny coll eagues for contributing

to this package of agriculture bills that we're
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nmovi ng on today, and thank Majority Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins for bringing themto the floor.

We need to recogni ze how fortunate
we are to have an agricultural sector in this
state that produces such an enornous diversity of
fruits, vegetables, nmeats, dairy products, and
now henp -- alnost all on famly farns, nost of
which are snmall and mdsize. These are
characteristics that we need to cel ebrate and we
need to preserve for the health of our econony,
for the health of our rural comunities, for our
envi ronnment and for our food security.

But we al so have to recogni ze how
precarious the situation is for many farners,
because they are conpeting against farns
el sewhere that are in many cases much | arger,
because universally they are conpeting agai nst
farms with | ower production costs, |ower |abor
costs, |ower taxes, anobng other costs. And this
makes it very difficult for many of our farms to
thrive.

It's inportant that we as a state
get behind our farmers, support them and support
policies that ensure their long-termviability.

The package of bills that we are
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acting on today are an inportant step forward,
hel pi ng reduce costs, expand nmarkets for our
farmers' products, naking access to technical
support easier, and nurturing the next generation
of farners.

A key bill in this package is a bill
| introduced to double the Farm Wrkforce
Retention Tax Credit and extend it indefinitely.
Wth farmlabor costs in New York that are nearly
twice the national average, this tax can help our
farmers stay out of the red and hire the | abor
t hey need.

So | appreciate all of ny
col | eagues' support on this package today, and |
vote aye

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Metzger to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senator Ortt to explain his vote.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to support this |egislation

and a host of these bills, which I do think are

absol utely good for our farners. And | agree
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with nmy coll eague when she tal ked about the
burdens and the precarious situation that our
farms find thenselves in, particularly when it
comes to conpeting agai nst other states that have
| ower costs.

But | would rem nd everyone,
especially ny coll eagues across the aisle, we
added to those costs as recently as | ast year
when we passed a nunber of bills, nost notably
the Farm Fair Labor Act, which increased burdens
on our farms.

So while this legislation is overdue
and is needed and is good, | think in Iight of
the bills we've passed, | would encourage ny
col | eagues to rethink some of the |egislation
we' ve al ready passed -- again, as recently as
| ast year -- because we are making the situation
worse, and | don't know if these are just a day
| ate and a dollar short.

So with that, M. President, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
271, Senate Print 5437, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
290, Senate Print 3664B, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

One woul d think that we' ve reached a
point in our society where we do not permt
di scrim nation purely based on one's gender. And
yet in the position of insurance prem uns, we do
al |l ow higher rates to be charged to cover wonen
in our society.

This bill would alleviate that by
prohibiting different rates being charged to
wonen and to nen and to others in a workplace so
that, in fact, there would not be a disincentive
for an enployer to hire wonen because they would
fear the added costs that they would be burdened
with as a result.

And so this is a neasure that's been
adopted in other states with great success, and
|"m proud that we stand here today ready to pass
a bill that would create greater equality in our
wor kpl aces and nake it nore conducive for nore

wonen to enter the workplace and be productive

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1022

menbers of our society.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 290, voting in the negative:
Senat or Ranzenhof er.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
335, Senate Print 7013, by Senator My, an act to
anmend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
447, Senate Print 7334, by Senator Thomas, an act
inrelation to permitting Iglesia La Luz De
M ndo, Inc., to file an application for certain
real property tax exenptions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 447, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
451, Senate Print 7556A, by Senator Biaggi, an
act to anend Chapter 465 of the Laws of 1994.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 451, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Giffo and Lanza.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
468, Senate Print 3873A, by Senator My, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

Agriculture is the | eading industry
in New York State, but the age of farmers right
now is 59 years old and getting older. And so
" m proud to have sponsored this bill to create a
Young Farmer Apprenticeship Programthrough the
BOCES system so that younger people can learn the
tricks of the trade and the tools of the trade,
so that they can becone successful farners noving
forward and continue the strength of agriculture
in our state.

So I"'mgrateful to the Majority
Leader for bringing this bill forward. | agree
wi th Senator Metzger that |I'm pleased to see a
package of bills about agriculture.

| also didn't nention it earlier,
but I wanted to say we al so passed a bill to
create a school garden fund checkoff on your tax
forms. And school gardens are one of the best
ways to get children interested in agriculture,
interested in eating fresh vegetables. And so

| ' mexcited about that one too.
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So | vote aye on this one and
proudly voted aye on the previous one.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
469, Senate Print 4655, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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473, Senate Print 5822A, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
477, Senate Print 6653, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
480, Senate Print 6773, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hank you.

| too am pl eased to see a package of
agriculture bills come to the floor of the State
Senate; | believe that we all think that
agriculture is in fact inportant.

But none of these bills are going to

matter if we eradicate agriculture fromthe
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state. | think that | heard the chair of the
Agriculture Commttee tal k about the
sustainability and vitality of the agriculture
industry. | agree with her whol eheartedly.

| think all of us, though, in this
room Republicans and Denocrats alike, should be
terribly alarmed at the conversations surroundi ng
the Wage Board's intrusion into the overtine
issue. It's an issue that whether you agreed
with it or disagreed with it last year, that the
Legislature -- we | anded on a nunber, because the
Legislature listened to the industry.

And now the fact that the Wage Board
i s having conversations about rolling that back
think is incredibly alarm ng, or at |east should
be incredibly alarm ng to all of us.

So | rise of course to support this
legislation, but I think it's incredibly
i mportant for this house, this body, to protect
the agriculture industry, protect farners whether
they' re upstate, downstate, on Long Isl and,
wher ever they may be.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Akshar to be recorded in the affirnmative.
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Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

| also will support this bill, but I
have to agree with ny coll eague Senator Akshar.

| find it disturbing that this body
passed a | aw that would put the power to
dramatically and negatively inpact the entire
agriculture industry -- the nunber-one industry
inny district and in nost districts in this
state -- and put that into the hands of three
unel ected officials.

You took the power that you have and
handed it to three unaccountabl e, unelected
officials that will have a devastating inpact on
the cost of labor at farms throughout this state.
| think that's shameful

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Yeah, thank you,
M. President.

| rise in defense of the bill that |
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passed | ast year to protect farmworkers.

It is unconscionable that we need to
pit the industry against the workers who make
their profit possible, or vice versa. W did the
right thing by producing a bill that not only
protects workers but actually incorporated many
of the thoughts and opi nions of the farners
t hensel ves.

We did our due diligence by nmaking
sure that we were holding hearings in key parts
of the state, allowing so many of the farners to
voi ce their opinions. And we have prom sed and
wi || uphold our prom se to continue to work with
themto strengthen the farm ng industry here in
New York State.

The Wage Board will allow for there
to be a working relationship and
i nformation-gathering that will not necessarily
result in the cutting back of hours in order to
produce overti ne.

| understand that given the tine of
year, fearnongering m ght be in season. But
nevert hel ess, that should not be an eneny of
accuracy and maki ng sure that we are talking

about and working together to make sure that our
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farmnms prosper.

| vote aye on this bill in order to
continue protecting our farmers, and we w ||
continue to do so not at the expense of
farmwrkers or any other human bei ng.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let me rem nd ny
Majority col |l eagues there is a conference, a
Majority conference at 4: 30.

And with that, | nove to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, March 3rd, at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There

is a Majority conference at 4: 30.
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And on notion, the Senate stands

adj ourned until Tuesday, March 3rd, at 3:00 p. m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 4:03 p.m, the Senate
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:  The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 2, 2020, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, March 1
2020, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 7:58 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
8:10 p. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
report of the Rules Conmittee at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
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is areport of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the followi ng bill:

Senate Print 7919, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the Commttee on Rul es report
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
report is accepted and before the house.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
524, Senate Print 7919, by
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Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
524, Senate Print 7919, by Senat or
St ewart - Cousins, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | should say as
a nmessage of necessity as well as a nessage of
appropriation.

| nove to accept them both.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
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favor of accepting the nessages of necessity and
appropriation signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:  Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President, |
have a series of questions, and |'m nore than
happy to go through the chair.

Am | correct that Senator G anaris
is the sponsor?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The sponsor is

Leader Stewart-Cousins, but I wll be answering
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guestions, M. President.
SENATOR FLANAGAN: | think we have
to go through a little bit of a painstaking
di scussi on, because this sort of redefines
"message of necessity.”
And | et me start by asking
Senator G anaris, who negotiated this bill?
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Let nme first --
si nce Senator Flanagan nentioned it, yes, | do
believe this issue redefines "nmessage of

necessity," because we are at an incredibly
necessary nmonment in dealing with a crisis that's
engul fing the whole world and has reached
New Yor k.

| have sat in this chanber for over
a decade watching all sorts of nonsensi cal
nmessages of necessity be accepted by the very
same people who are now trying to debate this
bill which is trying to deal with a public health
crisis that is on the verge of becom ng nuch nore
of a problemthan it already is.

So to answer the second question or
comment that Senator Flanagan made, the bill was

negotiated just like all other bills are

negoti ated, by menbers and staff on the ngjority
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side of the Senate and the Assenbly.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: kay, so I'm
| ooking at the -- is it fair to that the genesis
of this legislation is the public health crisis
that you alluded to -- which |I acknow edge and
certainly feel that we should be addressing. But
at the root of that, would it not be the
coronavirus that has engulfed the world, now the
United States of Anerica, and by extension the
State of New York?

SENATOR G ANARI S: That's correct.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: kay. So I'm
| ooking at the title of this bill that was
negoti ated by the usual course of action,
according to the sponsor, and it says -- the
title "as it relates to issuing by the Governor
of any directive necessary to respond to a state
di saster or emergency.”

And then | read the | anguage in here
that clearly, clearly allows the Governor, by
executive order, to issue any directive. More
t han an executive order. And he can do so during
a state disaster energency that goes well beyond,
wel | beyond the coronavirus. This is far nore

sweepi ng than dealing with the public health
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i ssues involving the coronavirus.

So why would this nmajority grant
unfettered discretion, unbridled authority, and
cede our power as a directly elected |egislative
body to the Executive in a nuch broader and much
nore sweepi ng fashion than is necessary to deal
with the coronavirus?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ww. So nmany
m sstatenments that it's going to take ne a little
while to respond. And Senator Flanagan knows
better, because he's served |ong enough in the
Legi sl ature.

Hs first point about the title of
the bill. As he well knows, the bill anends a
section of existing law. So it says it is an act
to amend the Executive Law as it relates to when
t he Governor gets to issue directives dealing
with state disaster emergencies, because it is in
the section of New York State law, in the
Executive Law, that deals with disaster
decl arati ons.

That is why the title is what it is,
because we're anmendi ng a section of |aw that
deals with the broader subject matter.

Secondl y, Senator Flanagan said it
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goes beyond executive order. The law -- or the
bill, by its very words, says the Governor, by
executive order, may issue such directives. So
any action taken by the Governor will be by
executive order.

Next, he said it would be unbridled
authority. Well, again, as Senator Flanagan
should know, in the lawitself, in Section 4, it
says very clearly "The Legislature may term nate
by concurrent resolution executive orders issued
under this section at any tinme."

So that is hardly unbridled. There
is a check and bal ance that the Legislature has
over this process. And should the Governor issue
an executive order with which we di sagree and
with which the Assenbly di sagrees, we can revoke
that at any tinme by act of the Legislature.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR FLANAGAN: " m | ooki ng at
page 3, line 4: "Disaster neans occurrence or
i mm nent, inpending, or urgent threat."

What is an inpending or urgent
threat? Because there are a nunber of ny
col | eagues who feel that immnent is vastly
different frominpending or urgent. And
"i mpendi ng" may be giving powers to the Executive
for sonething that nay never happen or nay never
occur.

Wy woul d t hat | anguage be expanded
to give nore power to the Executive?

SENATOR G ANARI S: We are dealing
with a crisis that has al ready visited other
nations in the world and is currently spreading
t hrough the West Coast of this country and we
know has -- people have contracted this virus in
New York State already.

| don't think it's tine to play
politics and screw around and allow a dispute to
exi st as to whether or not a situation is
particularly immnent. Wat is the definition of
"imm nent," sone mght say. |s one person

contracting the virus in Manhattan who's under

house quarantine an imm nent threat or not?
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W're trying to sol ve sonething
before it gets to the point where people start
dying in our state. And | would think that woul d
be sonet hing that everyone in this chanber could
under stand the inportance of doing.

Now, you want to vote against this,
that's your right as a nenber of the Legislature.
You can do that. But you are fond of saying on
that side of the aisle -- inaccurately, for the
nost part -- when consequences |lead to horrific
results based on what we do here.

W're trying to avoid that. W're
trying to be responsible and say there is
something that is brewing in the world that has
reached New York. Okay? W are dealing with
yes, an inpending crisis, but perhaps not, in the
strict definition, an immnent crisis. And we're
we are trying to nake sure that the | aw provides
opportunity for this state to take action and
protect its citizens, which is what we're here to
do.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: l"mgoing to
preface ny question by saying | just listened to
three responses, and | | et each one of them pass.

Not playing politics, not screw ng
around, not playing any kind of ganes. Actually
trying to have a debate and have real discussion
on sonet hing that has not been di scussed in here
at all.

So if you want to go down that path,
I"'mall ready to go down that path. This is not
about politics. And in fact, this is one of the
few occasi ons where | can say the chief executive
of the state has been conplinmentary of the
federal government and conplinmented the
appoi ntment of Vice President Pence to head the
coronavirus issue and task force at the federal
| evel .

(Scattered | aughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President --

SENATCR G ANARIS: M. President,

let's all maintain decorum W are on a debate,
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as Senat or Fl anagan sai d.

What | do find ironic is that he's
not playing politics and then spent the next
30 seconds tal king about how great the federal
government is.

But -- but please, go on.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Senat or
G anaris, |I'mlooking at specific portions of
this legislation. The Governor can now under
| aw, under this bill that you negotiated, he can
suspend an entire statute. Wiich gives him
broader and nore explicit authority than he has
under present | aw.

And in fact, it says, under current
| aw, specific provisions of any statute. Now it
just says any statute. That is a broader
authority than the Governor presently has, which

woul d all ow hi mto suspend any statute not only
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i nvolving the coronavirus. Because it says it
could be on fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane,
tornado, high water, |andslide, nud slide,
Wi ndstorm wave action, volcanic activity.

You're giving the Governor power to
suspend any statute. That is a broader
di scretion of authority being given to him Wy
woul d you do this when we're dealing with the
coronavirus? That doesn't have anything to do
wi th wi nd.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Fl anagan is once again m staken. The
power to suspend specific provisions of any
statute, which existed previously, gave the
Governor the power to suspend every specific
provi sion of a specific statute if he so chose to
do.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Then why did you
take that | anguage out?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: So in fact this
is not anything that has any great substantive
value in ternms of difference from preexisting
| aw, which has been here -- and by the way, |
heard the Senator read through the list of

di sasters. |Is the Senator suggesting we do not
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want to worry about those disasters that have
been in law for many, nany years? Do you not
want to protect people from hurricanes,

eart hquakes, et cetera? | nean, is that --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
is the sponsor asking ne to yield? |'mhappy to
yield to a question if there is a question.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That was a
rhetorical question, M. President.

Let ne -- let me make it as a
statenent. It seens to nme that Senator Flanagan
does not care about whether or not New Yorkers
are adequately protected against hurricanes,
eart hquakes, floods, et cetera, as listed in the
stat ut e.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: I's the statenent
and the rhetorical part done? Because |'d |like
to continue.

M. President, through you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR FLANAGAN: "' m asking the
sponsor to yield. Yes, | am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Al'l those
occurrences and potentialities are covered in
existing law. You're granting broader and deeper
authority to the Executive to go well beyond
what's in existing | aw.

Al'l those things that were
nmentioned, fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane,
tornado -- Senator G anaris, | don't question
your passion on issues, so don't do it to ne.
know what exactly what all these are. | know
exactly what the current lawis. And frankly, |
don't need to be schooled on what the law is.
|"mreading the existing statute, and all of
those are right there.

And why could this not have been
sinply legislation that with all those other
t hi ngs, under definition of a disaster, you add
"di sease outbreak" and leave it at that? You're
giving all this newwitten authority, including
any directive that heretofore does not exist.
You' re saying the Governor could do it already.

Well, if he could do it already, you wouldn't be
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anendi ng the statute. You wouldn't be putting
all this new | anguage in.

So yes, | care very deeply about the
very same things that you do. W got at it from
a different level. | believe it's in the purview
of this legislative body to actually enact
| egi slation and not give our authority away to
t he Governor. So why could you not sinply just
add "di sease out break"?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | sat here for
over a decade, nost of the years in the Mnority,
wat ching the then-Majority cede power to the
Governor day after day in this chanber. You
know, we're dealing with a Medicaid Redesi gn Task
Force proposal this year. |It's called MRT |1
because there was an MRT | that your --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
is this pertinent or germane to this |egislation?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It absolutely
is, M. President. |If he's tal king about ceding
control to the Governor --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris has the floor.

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- you better

believe I'"mgoing to tal k about you ceded contr ol
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to the Governor when you didn't conplain about
it.

And |I'm sorry, Senator Flanagan, but
if you're maki ng m stakes about what the |aw
says, | amgoing to school you on it, because
we're going to set the facts straight as it
relates to this debate.

So there was a Medi cai d Redesi gn
Task Force that ceded control to the Governor for
10 years that your mmpjority passed. For the |ast
10 years, the executive has been nmaking cuts to
heal thcare in this state wi thout the proper
| egi sl ative authority.

You didn't have a problemthen
We're sitting here today dealing with a current
and pending crisis in our state, and frankly in
the world. And if we don't take the steps
necessary to deal with it today, then there's
goi ng to be consequences well beyond the borders
of our state, but certainly for the mllions of
peopl e that |ive here.

Now, like | said, yeah, you want to
play politics, you go right ahead and do it.

Vot e how you want. That's your right in this

body. But we're going do the right thing and
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make sure that New Yorkers are protected.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Wiy is this
authority granted for 13 nonths? W heard an
original version of this bill gave power to the
Governor throughout the balance of his term How
did you end up coming up with 13 nonths, through
the end of next April?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | appreciate
Senat or Fl anagan pointing out that the
negotiations led to nore stringent controls and
checks and bal ances than were originally
proposed. So as a result of negotiations, that
was -- we settled on the time in the bill.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Wiy not 60 days
or 90 -- through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1054

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Wiy not 60 or
90 days? Wy give over a year's authority to the
Executive?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That is where
t he negoti ations concl uded.

And let me rem nd the Senator once
again that there is a provision in the existing
law that will remain there that allows the
Legislature at any time to rescind an executive
order of the Governor as it relates to this
section of |aw.

That coul d be one day, that could be
10 days, that could be 30 days -- whenever we
deci de that we don't support sonething that has
been done, we can revoke it.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And | would
rem nd the sponsor that the current |aw all ows
t he Executive to spend --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Under current
| aw, an executive order allows for suspension of
a provision of a statute. This new | aw all ows
the directive to create new | aw w t hout
| egi slation. The Governor can unilaterally act
on virtually any subject matter having nothing to
do with the coronavirus. The Governor could
suspend an el ection, which he has done before.
This would give himthe authority to do that with
nore discretion than in the past.

Wiy woul d you do that?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | hope the
Senator is not suggesting that the el ection that
was cancel ed on 9/11 should not have been
cancel ed.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: He wasn't
Governor. And | know exactly what | was
referring to, and that was not it.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay. But the
power to cancel elections which Senator Flanagan
seens so concerned about was used with great
notice on 9/11. So there are reasons that the
powers are there. And there's a good exanpl e of

why it was inconvenient or inpossible for a
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Legi slature to convene to take such action.

There are nmoments of crisis that
require dramati c and qui ck action on behal f of
the state. And to suggest that he can do it
anytinme for any -- I'"mafraid Senator Flanagan is
not readi ng Subdivision 2 of the law, which lists
numerous restrictions on this power. Including
restricting it to 30 days at a tine, that the
suspension be directly related to the energency
declared -- and | won't read them all because it
will take too long, but there are -- it goes up
to Subdivision F. So what is that, six or seven
restrictions on this power.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
will the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: How i s the
$40 mllion going to be appropriated? Wo's
going to make that determ nation? |s the noney
going to go to Brooklyn, is it going to go to

Bi nghanton, is it going to go to the North

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1057

Country? Are we giving all that power to the
Governor? Are we giving it to the Comm ssioner
of Health? Who's going to be able to weigh in?

SENATOR G ANARI S: As it's the
Governor's decision, | presume he will consult
with his appropriate experts.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And will there
be any -- will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: WIIl there be
any legislative input as to the distribution of
t hose funds? Because you're acknow edgi ng t hat
this is all going to be within the jurisdiction
of the Governor and the Departnment of Health and
t he Commi ssi oner of Health.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The | egislative
i nput is happening tonight. W are appropriating
$40 million to deal with the coronavirus crisis.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Wth no
| egi sl ative oversight.

SENATOR G ANARI S: You -- you're --
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the Senator and his coll eagues are certainly
wel come to vote yes or no on this bill. Just
I i ke when we pass a budget |ater this nonth,
we'll be voting yes or no on billions of dollars
of appropriations, sone with greater specificity
i sted than others.

In this case, this noney is going to
deal with the coronavirus crisis.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: I n the budget
that was passed last year -- | want to cite the
page correctly. | think this is accurate, but
the sumis not in dispute. |'mlooking at

page 743, M scell aneous All-State Departnents and
Agenci es, "Special Emergency Appropriation. The
sum of $1 billion is hereby appropriated solely
for transfer by the Governor to the General
Speci al Revenue, capital projects, proprietary or

fiduciary funds, to meet unantici pated
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energenci es pursuant to Section 53 of the State
Fi nance Law."

That seens to cover nore than --
certainly nore than is being asked for in this
| egislation. It speaks to unanticipated
energencies. Wiy woul d the Legislature now
provide $40 mllion when there's a billion
dol | ars of appropriation authority that already
exi sts?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: This is an
appropriation, it's very specific to the
coronavirus crisis and that's where this noney is
dedi cated. That larger pot is for other
pot enti al emergenci es.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: So woul d the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Under this
section, it gives Governor discretion for a
billion dollars. You don't believe that he has

the discretion right nowto address this
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energency or some simlarly situated energency
i ke flooding?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, | didn't say
that, M. President. | just said we are
specifically allocating $40 m |Ilion toni ght for
the coronavirus crisis. And that that |arger pot
is there to deal with other potenti al
ener genci es.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan on the bill.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
Senator G anaris.

You know, it's interesting to |listen
to my owmn conments, |let alone those of
Senator Ganaris. |I'mgoing to speak to the
contents of this legislation, and then |I'm going
to speak to the process. And I'mgoing to talk
about the here and now and what we're | ooking at
and what we're seeing, what we're debating, and
what we are actually going to be called to vote
upon.

| found it interesting that the

Senat or made a | ot of suppositions about what |
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may think or how | may vote, and there's probably
good reason, because he wouldn't know. | just
saw this bill less than two hours ago. It
certainly hasn't been out there for public
review. There's been no public hearings.

And it's not as if this issue
mat eri alized overnight. |[It's been out there for
weeks. But sonmehow today, today it becanme so
paranount that we had to do a nessage of
necessity, bypass an entire process, and be doing
this bill now

There's not one nmenber -- and | wll
not speak for any of nmy Denocratic coll eagues --
there is not one nenber in our conference who
isn't deeply concerned about the public health
and wel fare of their constituents and of all the
constituents of the State of New York. There is
not one nenber of our conference who doesn't
beli eve we shoul d do everything within our power
to help bring about and effectuate change. And
one of the ways we can do that is by having facts
and figures and statistics and input.

W only got a smattering of that one
hour ago. The Commi ssioner of Health was

graci ous enough to cone over and give us sone

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1062

background details. So we know what's i nvol ved.
We know what the Governor has said. W know
what's comng fromthe federal governnent.

And | don't, |like ny coll eagues on
the other side, find it a laughing matter. | was
not the one sitting here snickering as |'mlaying
out some comments. This is a real public health
crisis. It's a governnmental crisis, and how we
respond is critically inportant.

If this were only about the
coronavirus, great. It needs to be addressed.

If this were only about appropriation authority
to the tune of $40 mllion, great. |If this were
only about giving the Governor discretion on that
$40 million, | get it.

But | asked the question for a
speci fic reason, because there may be acuity of
ci rcunstance in any one of your districts or any
one of ours where we m ght want to actually have
i nput and sone | egislative invol venent.

The problemwith this legislation is
not its goal, it's how we get there. This
changes New York State law radically. Not
superficially, not marginally, not evenly

sublimnally. 1It's right out there. The
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Governor is being given far nore power and
authority than he's ever had. The Governor is
bei ng given far nore power than he deserves.

And the idea that there will be a
Concurrent Resolution that it can be suspended at
any time, that's going to be really, really hard
to achieve. And | don't think we should have
t hat provision, because | don't think we should
have this law. Because this law is not about the
coronavirus. It's about far nore than that.

When a | egislative body says the
Governor can suspend any statute in its entirety,
we'd better really, really be careful. Because
then we don't matter. And "inmnent” is a |ot
di fferent than "inpendi ng" or "urgent."

This gives the Governor far nore
power than either the Senate or the Assenbly. |
don't believe for a second that that is in the
best interests of the people we represent.

And | know a nunber of ny coll eagues
are going to say, You're playing politics. |I'm
not, and we're not. | know we need to do
something. But | don't want to be a nmenber in
this body, an el ected nmenber of this body and say

the Governor has all this authority -- and yeah,
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the idea that it can be done for 30 days, that's
already inlaw. | knowit's already in law. |
don't have to see that underlined or bracketed.
He has the power to issue that executive order.
But now he can do it -- and you' ve given himthat
Aut hority -- for alnobst 14 nonths. Statutorily,

you' ve given the Governor nore authority.

And to say, well, you know, it was
going to be till the end of his term but we
fought back and it's only 13 nonths -- | don't
think that's good enough. | don't think that's

in the best interests of the people that we
represent or our responsibility as being nmenbers
in this body.

This is the type of legislation that
seemngly is innocuous in many respects. And it
goes beyond executive orders. It uses the word
"directive" on multiple occasions. And the
Governor is the one that gets to detern ne what
i s reasonabl e and necessary, not anybody el se.
There's no standard here other than what the
Governor and his executive agencies think.

| believe the public expects better
of us. Do | think we need to act? Yes. And |

will not take a back seat to anyone in our
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efforts to try and address issues like this in a
timely and detail ed and conpassi onate fashion.

| am sure that sone of ny coll eagues
want to speak on this bill. | amglad that we
are actually having this discussion, because
t here have been no di scussions prior to this.

And, Senator G anaris, | came in
here today, found out about this, and I'm
struggling right now |I'mstruggling right now
as soneone who has been here a long tine. And
"1l wear that |ike a badge of honor every single
day that I'mhere. | get it. | know how this
pl ace works. On the one hand, | want to junp up
and vote yes, because we have an obligation to do
something. On the other hand, | am chafi ng,
chafing at the notion that we're going to give
nore power to the Executive.

And it's not Governor Cuomp. It's
the Executive. That's what |'mstruggling wth.

So | wal ked in here not cavalierly,
and not predeterm ned on how | was going to vote,
because ny col |l eagues and | were actually having
this discussion: Wat do you think? Were
should we go on this?

| could have easily just junped up
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and said I'mvoting yes. But | would not have
been able to go out of here tonight and say, you
know, I wish, I wish | had said sonething. As
soon as | saw this legislation, | knew | was
going to get up. And I'mno different or any
better than anyone here. | think our nenbers
grapple with the sanme types of things.

So | actually cane into listen to
nmy col | eagues, because this is for sure not the
last tine we're going to be addressing this issue
in terns of the coronavirus, this issue in terns
of public health, and this issue, sure as heck,
about executive power and authority and privil ege
and di scretion.

M. President, | appreciate the
courtesies of ny coll eagues, your indul gence.

And, Senator G anaris, thank you for answering ny
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Lanza on the bill.

SENATOR LANZA: So we're about to
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vote on a piece of legislation that cedes

enor mous power fromthe Legislature to the
Executive. The ink is barely dry. None of us
really, in all honesty, have had the ability to
read it, to digest, to understand it.

Now, M. President, |'ve been here
| ong enough to know t hat when you get up and talk
about a piece of legislation, especially one that
has the inportance of the |egislation before us,
that some idiot is going to tweet that you don't
care about coronavirus, that you don't care about
the emergency. It happens on both sides.

Doesn't make it right; it's still wong.

My good friend Senator G anaris said
that it's not the time to play politics. | agree
conpletely, M. President. But that's exactly
what ' s happeni ng here.

|"'mnot going to blame Senate
Denocrats or Senate Republicans. | don't think
anyone in this room quite frankly, is playing
politics with this. But |I know soneone is. And
we all know soneone is.

| want to tal k about the process and
alittle about the nmerits. You know, it's a

dirty little secret that elected officials |ike
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ener genci es sonetinmes because it gives themthat
opportunity to |l ook presidential. Allows themto
stand up and act like a |leader. G ves themthe
opportunity to prove to the people back hone that
t hey know what needs to be done.

You know, a | ot of people have been
tal king about this for a couple of nmonths now |
know nyself and others on this side of the aisle,
some of ny friends across the aisle, last nonth
sai d sonet hi ng needs to be done. You know, but
you were a xenophobe if you tal ked about the fact
that this was an enmergency only a nonth ago. In
fact, the President, when | think rightly, very
early, said that we ought to screen people con ng
fromthe affected area in China with a trave
ban, he was call ed a xenophobe, a bigot and a
raci st by some pretty highly prom nent el ected
officials in this country.

| know peopl e are shaking their
heads, they agree with that. But not because of
what he did.

And | wondered al oud, what are we
doing in New York and when are we going to talk
about it? And | reached out to the Health
Departnment, both in the state and the city. And
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we were repeatedly told that there wasn't a
pr obl em

In fact, this afternoon, early this
afternoon | saw our Governor doing a press

conference on the subject, M. President. And

listened very intently. Wy? First, | consider
hima personal friend. |1 do. He's intelligent,
he speaks well. You figure if anyone has all the

facts concerning the real emergency concerning
the coronavirus, it nust be our Governor. Most
importantly, he's Italian.

So | listened. And what did the

Governor tell us? W've had our first confirned

case in New York. It was inevitable. W knew it
was happening, we knew it was comng. |It's not a
problem Nothing to worry about. In fact, for
all -- he didn't say this, but I can tell you

| ast nonth when people like nme said, Wiat are we
doing, as is always the case when you question
peopl e in governnent, | was called a fearnonger.
There was no real threat. That's what was said.
And in fact the proof of that is we
were here | ast week, nothing happened. W were
here the week before, nothing happened. Wek

before that, nothing happened. So | just assuned
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that I was wong, there was no energency.
Not hing to see here, nove al ong.

Today the Governor said we have the
best healthcare systemin the world. | believe
that. The flu is nore dangerous. | don't know
what to believe anynore. You try to informthe
peopl e back hone. | want to be able to tell the
peopl e of Staten Island you should worry or you
shoul dn't worry. Two weeks ago, if | told them
t hey should worry, | was a fearnonger.

This nmorning, the Governor confirmed
that: W knew it was coming. This is not a
surprise. There's no danger. People shouldn't
Worry.

Now, unl ess something very
significant changed between that press conference
and now, you have to wonder why is it that we are
now faced with a piece of legislation that in
effect allows the Governor to declare marti al
law. Is it that serious? Certainly coronavirus,
pandem c, the potential for it is very dangerous.
Is this the answer? 1Is this the only answer? M
good friend Senator G anaris tal ked about the
fact, well, this is an enmergency. Aren't you

worri ed about energencies? W have hurricanes
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and eart hquakes and fl oods, he said.

Well, if this is the only way to
deal with energencies, then why nake it 14
mont hs? It ought to be pernmanent. Because after
all, there's always a risk of hurricanes and
eart hquakes and fl oods.

If this were the only way to do it,
why not do it on a 30-day basis? Again, |I'm
aski ng questions. | know that's wong around
here. God forbid you ask questions. Here's the
pi ece of legislation, swallowit. Fourteen
nmont hs, 18 nonths, three years -- whatever it
says. Better agree with it, or you're
pro-pandenmc. That's how it works around here.
It's sick. It really is.

Is it alegitimte question to ask
whet her or not it ought to be on a 30-day
revol vi ng basis? W conme back here in 30 days,
if the emergency is still inmmnent, we get the
chance to do this all again. Are we allowed to
ask that as a Legi sl ature?

And |'m | ooking around this
chanber -- all good friends. Al good friends,
Denocrat and Republican. And | see the

expressions on people's faces here. |'Il speak
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for you. You'll have your turn, you can get up
and say | was wong. | don't think anybody
agrees that this is the right process.

And again, |'mnot blam ng anyone on
that side or this side. W're being janmed.
That's the way it works around here. W' ve got
t hat Hobson's choice: Vote for this or go hone.
Vot e no, and you're pro-coronavirus, you're
pr o- pandeni c

It's not the way it's supposed to
be. It isn't the way it's supposed to be. And
nmy friends, we all knowit. But we're stuck. W
are stuck, because there is a serious threat
here. It's real. Maybe if the Governor has the
power to declare martial law, the threat will go
away, it will dissipate. Forty mllion dollars?
Wiy not? He's already got a billion dollars.

The Governor already has the power to declare an

energency. Forty million dollars? | guess it
al l ows people to go honme and say, See, | did
sonmething. Look at me. Look at me. | acted.

Decisively. Wth strength and convicti on.
But again | ask the question, did
anyt hi ng change between the press conference and

now? We were here this norning. | heard ny good
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friend Senator G anaris ask ny good friend

M. President, is there any other business before
at the desk? And the answer was no, there is
not. That wasn't three weeks ago. That was a
coupl e of hours ago.

But in between then -- |I'mgetting
to an end here sonetinme, Senator Savino. But now
we've got this hastily put together piece of
| egi sl ation that again gives the Executive even
nor e broad, unconditional power that goes way
beyond, way beyond what woul d be necessary to
deal with the pandem c

Renenber, it was only | ast week that
we were told by the sane people -- not by him
but I know by people in his admnistration that
are the experts when it conmes to health and
di sease and pandemic -- they told us the flu
represents a greater threat. You all heard it.
We all heard it. Shame on me, | believed it. |
went home and | told nmy people -- | like to cal
t hem nmy people out there on the Staten Island --
it's okay. The flu is nore dangerous. Let's
keep in this perspective. Let's take
precautions. Let's wash our hands. Let's avoid

contact, close contact with people who may be
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evi denci ng synptonms. But it's okay.

There's a m xed nmessage here. This
is why people don't believe us. Not us,
government. They don't believe us. They don't
know what to believe. Everything is okay. A
cold is worse. Five mnutes later, martial |aw
Five mnutes later, martial lawis the only thing
that will save us. What are people to think?
| "' m chuckl ing because it said -- but it's
confusing. People are going to watch this. The
same peopl e that watched that press conference
that | saw earlier, who | hope believed our
Governor -- | believed him Now we're going to
say: But wait a mnute. |If that was true, why
is the Legislature basically saying here, you can
do our job too? W're going to go hone, you've
got it all.

If I'"msitting back hone, |'m
t hi nki ng, wow, they're not telling us sonething.
They're hiding sonething. And it's human nature
to think that. There's got to be sonething el se
going on. All that stuff about this being the
common cold, it's a big lie. They know They're
getting ready for sonmething. It does not

engender confidence. It just doesn't.
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And again, we're being stuck with

this. M friends on the Denocratic side and on

t he Republican side, | cast aspersion to no one
inthis room | blame no one in this room This
is -- 1 guess it comes with the territory. But

it shouldn't be this way.

And now we've got to figure out what
to tell people back home. |Is the world com ng
apart? Is it all about to end, to the point now
that the Legislature is basically saying no mas?
Quv, you take it? Senator Sepul veda liked that.

So again. You know, we're going to
have to vote for this, | think. 1 don't want to
speak for everyone here; it's difficult not to.
You want to give the Governor {chuckling} -- |
don't know what to do. | don't know what to do
because it's a dangerous piece of |egislation.
do.

| think ultimately -- 1" mthinking
al oud here, again, because | didn't have the
|iberty of actually sitting dowm for a couple of
mnutes. | still haven't seen it in hard copy.
|"mtrusting what people are saying about it.
That's no way to vote on legislation. It

happened over the years |I'm here, both sides.
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| guess, if you' re going to vote
yes, you're going to count on that rescission
clause. You're going to count on the fact that
you trust the Governor, he's not going to abuse
this awful power that he's being given.

Renenber, people, when given the
opportunity, though, good and bad people alike
tend to abuse it when they get it. So we're
going to have to be mndful. W're going to have
to keep our eye on it here. This is a terrible,

terrible way to go about a very, very serious

probl em

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrell o.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President. | rise to speak on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

In my tinme as county executive, we
had crises come up that required quick action by
our legislature. And, you know, that's why the
| ast page, the appropriation page, nakes sense.

Here's the noney, here's what it's for. W did
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that many tines.

It was never an opportunity for an
amazi ngly bold power grab. And even though | was
a Republican and we had a majority of Republicans
in our legislature, had | tried sonething |ike
that, ny Republican coll eagues woul d have said,
No, we are not going to grant you
ridi cul ous-oligarch-type power for the purpose of
addressing this particul ar issue.

That's why the rest of this bill
makes no sense to ne.

You know, | don't know -- sonetines
it's -- this quote is attributed to Saul Alinsky,
sonetines it's attributed to Rahm Emanuel -- but
"Never let a crisis go to waste.” That's what's
going on here. W're taking this coronavirus and
gi ving the Governor an opportunity to have
sweepi ng changes.

Now, | know that there is this, you
know, allocation that will allow this Legislature
to resci nd whatever he nmight do, potentially.

But any Legislature that would cede this much
power to the Executive will likely be rel uctant
to take it away, no matter how egregi ous those

actions m ght be.
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And this law actually allows the
Governor to not just suspend or rescind, but
actually to wite newlaws. You're giving the
Governor the power to wite legislation on his
own. That's the very definition of a dictatorial
action.

So | understand that this is a
politically charged issue. People are envotional
about this. And if it was all this was, was the
appropriations page, |'d be happy to support
t hi s.

But -- | mght take sone shots from
whormever, but | know that ny constituents are
smart enough to see through this and to see what
an egregi ous power grab this is by the Governor.

Never let a crisis go to waste. And
that's what's going on here. And | will be
voti ng no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

Senator, | think we both agree, we
all agree that every single individual in here
cares about stemming the tide on this particul ar
coronavirus. W want to protect our
constituents. W want to go honme tonight and put
our head on our pillow and say we did everything
we could tonight to help the Governor, the
Assenbl ynen, the Senators here, our the state
government, our health officials make sure that
this does not expand.

And we're not only tal king about New
York State, we're talking about it's comng from
ot her countries around the world, globally. So
this could go outside of New York State. | think
we all agree upon that.

And the first question | have to ask
you, this is an energency piece of |egislation,
an enmergency piece of legislation related to the
coronavirus, giving the Governor extended power

to make decisions with the $40 m I lion on how we
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can best do that to protect our constituents in
the state. That's what it is, an enmergency piece
of legislation to give the Governor expanded
power to do sone things nornmally the Legislature
and he woul d be invol ved wth.

Is that what this is, for the
coronavi rus?

SENATOR G ANARI S: This is a piece
of legislation that is intended to deal with the
coronavirus crisis in an enmergency fashion.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. And it gives --
woul d the gentl eman yiel d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO And it gives the
Governor expanded powers to do that.

SENATOR G ANARI S: That's right.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Okay. Would the
Senat or vyi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Now, if soneone
was sitting in these chanbers with the
coronavirus, could the chanber start on fire and
this building start on fire, in and of itself,

t hat that individual had the coronavirus?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | don't even
know how t o answer that question.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Are you asking
if a person could spontaneously conmbust?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO Do you think so?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | "' m not equi pped
to answer that question. |'mnot enough of a
heal t h professional to know whet her soneone with
coronavirus m ght spontaneously light on fire.
do not know.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Wul d t he
gentl eman yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO | f someone had
that virus, would it cause a cause flood in the
bui | di ng right now?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | don't know.

SENATCR TEDI SCO You don't know if
it would cause a flood if soneone had the
coronavi rus?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
don't know what Senator Tedisco is trying to get
at, but we are dealing with a very serious issue
where people -- thousands of people around the
worl d have died in a very short period of tine.
Peopl e on the West Coast of the United States, in
just a matter of days, were identified to have
contracted this virus, and now they have multiple
deat hs. And now we know t hat someone in New York
has contracted this virus.

So aski ng whet her soneone who has
the virus will cause a flood or spontaneously
conmbust or light on fire or whatever Senator
Tedisco is asking, is all sophistry that's beside
t he point.

W are trying to deal with a very
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r eal

crisis. W're trying to appropriate nonies

so the state can act quickly to deal with it and

save lives in New York. That's what this

| egi sl ati on does.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

Senat or.

Wul d the gentl eman yield again?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he Senator yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

why |

SENATOR TEDI SCO VWell, the reason

asked for a fire and a fl ood, because

that's what it gives extended power to the

Governor here, for a fire or a flood energency.

So

think the answers to the first two questions

wer e no.

But could it cause an earthquake if

t he individual here had the coronavirus?

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"mgoing to

answer that | don't know to the whole |ist of

possi bl e disasters. So if Senator Tedisco would

like to stipulate to that, we could save

ourselves a lot of tine.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO. WIIl the
gentl eman vyi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So | guess that's
no. Someone with the coronavirus couldn't cause
an enmergency with a fire, couldn't cause an
energency with a flood, couldn't cause an
energency with an earthquake. And | guess |
won't ask you the other ones, but I'll nention
them A hurricane, a tornado -- | don't know if
the virus causes high wind, but |I'm seeing sone
high wind fromyour side of the aisle here. |
hope you don't have it. A landslide. | don't
think it could cause a nud slide, a wi ndstorm
wave action, a volcano activity.

These are all in the legislation
we're giving the Governor expanded powers.
don't believe this is the Wl king Dead, okay?
And | hope it's not. But |I'mgoing to ask you
anot her question, and | think you'll answer this

one right. Could it cause an epidemc if they
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were in this roomor expand an epidem c? Could
it cause a di sease outbreak right here in our
area because of that, and probably cause sone air
contam nation if there was sonmeone in this roonf

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
|"mgoing to say again this is not an issue to be
made light of. So I'msitting here listening to
nmy col |l eague tal k about whether soneone has -- is
passing wind in this chanmber. There are people
dyi ng as we speak because of this. There are
peopl e dying, and Senator Tedisco is making fart
j okes on the floor of the Senate. So maybe t hat
tells us all we need to know

W're trying to appropriate noney
and give the state power to deal with an
i mpending crisis that we expect to reach our
state. W know soneone al ready has contracted
the virus in New York. And just today on the
West Coast, in Washington State, people have died
because of this. So | don't think it's atine to
be making jokes like that. And frankly, |I'm
of f ended.

As | said earlier, you want to vote
no, that's your right as a |egislator, and your

constituents can deci de whether they |ike what
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you did or not.

But we're here because -- |'ve sat
here for a long tine and |'ve watched nessages of
necessity come and go. | don't think I've ever
seen a nessage nore necessary than this one.
|"ve seen all sorts of crap cone through this
chanber on a nmessage of necessity that the other
side of the aisle, when they were in the
majority, threw at us with even | ess notice than
you're dealing wth.

|"msorry -- well, I'"mnot sorry
you're in the mnority. I'mglad you're in the
mnority, but I"msorry you' re having to
experience what we had to experience for 10 years
when you were in charge.

But this is actually a genuine
energency that requires inmediate action. So if
there was ever a tine when this process that
exists to pass sonmething with a nessage was
appropriate, this is it. So save your breath.
You know, there's a budget com ng up, you'll have
a lot of things that are going to have a | ot nore
merit on to criticize and have a debate on. This
isn't it, my coll eagues.

SENATOR TEDI SCO, Wul d the
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gentl eman yield again?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO, It wasn't a fart

joke, it was a hot air joke com ng from your

si de.

But the epidenic, disease outbreak
and air contam nation, | think you were saying
yes to that. |f soneone was in this roomwth

t he epidem c, a disease outbreak or air

contam nation, if they had it, it could spread

t hrough here. That's why | amgoing to vote for
in, because that |anguage is in there.

But you understand, M. G anaris,
with all that hot air you were talking about
before. The reason | asked you about all those
ot her things, they have nothing to do with the
coronavirus. Let's see. Fire, flood,
eart hquake, hurricane, tornado, hot water {sic},
| andsl i de, nud slide, w ndstorm has nothing to do
with the coronavirus.

But these three things do. And
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because those three things do -- it could cause
an epidemc, it could cause of disease outbreak
in here -- 1'"'mgoing to vote for this bill. [I'm
going to vote for the $40 mllion. And |I'm not
maki ng a joke here. What I'mtelling you is you
wasted a lot of time with the Governor giving him
this power that doesn't relate to what we're
trying to do here.

W're trying to stop an epidemc, a
di sease outbreak, an air contam nation. Those
three things make sense. | won't vote agai nst
this because that's the right thing to spend
nmoney on. All the other things is ancillary,
because they're not going to start a fire here if
they have it. They're not going to cause a
fl ood, an earthquake or a hurricane. You know
that, | know that, the Governor knows that.

| think what we're saying here, why
is all that in this bill for? Al you need is to
stop the epidenmic, the di sease outbreak and the
air contam nation, and all of ny coll eagues woul d
vote for it. But | can't go hone and not vote
for this because that is in there.

| guess what |'msaying to you, this

is serious, | agree. And those three or four
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words meke it serious to ne to vote for it. But
the question I"'masking -- and | think it's an
appropriate one -- is why do we have to have al
t hose other issues in there which you | aughed
about a little bit. But the answers to all these
-- and I'mnot going to ask himanother question.
You can sit down, Senator. And | appreciate you
and thank you for asking and answering those
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco on the bill.

SENATOR TEDI SCO On the bill.

And the reason | why | asked the
Senat or, the sponsor of this bill, about the
Governor getting expanded powers for a fire, a
fl ood, an earthquake, a hurricane -- that's hot
air. None of that can take place with sonebody
who has the coronavirus. |If anything, we want to
be honest to our constituents. W want to |et
t hem know we' re doi ng sonet hi ng serious and
realistic.

The fact that you have an epi dem c,
a di sease outbreak, an air contam nation, that
makes it serious to ne. |I'mgoing to vote for it

because of that. But really, the rest of it is
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telling your constituents for sone reason you had
to give the Governor all this power.

Now, | don't know what the
negoti ations are, but if the negotiations said
we're not going to do anything unless you give ne
power over fire, water, earthquake, hurricanes
and tornadoes, and you had to accept it because
of that, well, so be it.

|"mgoing to vote for it because |
can't go put nmy head on the pillow when | go hone
because there are those things that will --
hopefully the Governor will use it appropriately.
It does concern nme that this is an overreach. It
does concern nme that you're not conming back to
the Legislature to be a part of where that noney
i s being spent.

But | can't go hone and tell ny
constituents I'mnot going to protect themin
t hose issues in those areas which do relate to
stopping this coronavirus fromspreading to ny
constituents in the 49th Senatorial District.

| thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or LaVall e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
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M. President.

As everyone knows, this is a very,
very --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
LavVall e, are you on the bill or are you asking
t he Senator questions?

SENATOR LaVALLE: Par don ne?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are you
speaking on the bill or are you --

SENATOR LaVALLE: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator LaValle on the bill.

SENATOR LaVALLE: So again, this is
a very serious matter. And the people that send
us here send us here to protect their health and
wel fare. And certainly what we're tal ki ng about
right now is doing just that.

It is critically inportant, as
peopl e beyond this chanber listen to this debate,
that they see this chanber unified in wanting to
do sonething to protect them Does this
| egi sl ation give the Governor broader powers than
maybe we would want himto have? Yeah. But on
t he other hand, we have to start soneplace, and |

think we are in the first inning of a nine-inning
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gane.
So all of us have been watchi ng

television, talking to people -- friends,

nei ghbors, constituents -- and there's a | ot of

fear out there. There is a |lot of fear out

there. So it is inmportant that we speak with one
voice, that we tell people with that one voice
that we care about them that we have a plan and
we want to nove forward to protect themand their
famlies and our nei ghborhoods.

So it's not about the CGovernor,
because the Governor is going to have to explain
to people, just like we have to explain to people
how we vote or |legislation that we propose,
whet her we overreach or not. And that is not for
nme to decide, but tine will play this out. This
is not the first discussion that we're going to
have on this issue, | would think.

So I"'mgoing to support this
| egislation, and | hope that all of us can
support it so that we speak with one voice
strongly, that we are focused in protecting the
health and wel fare of the people that we
represent and the people of this state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
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t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins to explain her
vote and to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| don't think anybody is taking what
we're doing here lightly. | see the anguish that
so many of you have expressed -- the questions,
t he conversation, the postulations, all of it
appropri at e.

And then, as we go through the
stages of why are we here, we renenber. W
remenber that globally there are 87,137 confirned
cases. In China alone, 79,968; 2,873 deaths.

Qutside of China, 7,169 confirmed, 58 countries,
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104 deaths. Expanded |ocal transnission in South
Korea, Japan, lran, Italy. 1In the United States,
total cases, 43. Total hospitalized, 17. Tota
deaths, two. States reporting cases, 10. New
York State reporting a case today, one.

Al nost 20 mllion people are
depending upon us in this state to act. Because
we are not tal king about a flu, nor is there a
reason to panic, but there is a reason to act.

We coul d continue to talk, and we
will. W can continue to debate whet her or not
there's an overreach of power. | think we al
are looking at a lot of different ways that maybe
this could have transpired.

But the reality is our state and our
nation continues to | ook for | eadership and we,
probably better than nost places, have the
ability to act, we have the facilities, we have
t he personnel. And quite honestly, | know
Senat or Fl anagan expressed great, you know,
confidence in the national scene. | have
confidence in New York paying attention to what's
i mportant and doing what's right for our people.

That's why we're here today. That's

why we're acting now. W have one case. W can
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keep tal king, but | think people expect us to do
what we canme to do, and that's to protect them

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Leader
Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 524, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Helmng, Rivera
and Sal azar.

Absent fromvoting: Senators
Akshar, Carlucci, Sanders and Rivera {sic}.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 4.

Ch, pardon ne, pardon nme. Pardon
me. Absent fromvoting: Senators Akshar
Carl ucci, Sanders and Ranzenhofer, pardon ne.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further further business at the desk?

(Laughter.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further further business at the desk.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, March 3rd, at 3:00 p.m
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 3rd, at 3:00 p. m
(Whereupon, at 9:18 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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