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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 13, 2020
11: 14 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Past or Ed
Ilarraza, from New Life Tabernacle in New City,
will give today's invocation.

PASTOR | LARRAZA: Good norni ng.

Omi potent, omi scient, eternal,
omi present Fat her, we acknow edge Your nercy and
grace that You shower on each and every one of
us.

Fat her, we pray that each | egislator
and person in this chanber nay have Your hand of
protection upon them My Your holy spirit
provi de each | egislator with such wi sdom t hat
each decision nade will truly reflect the mnd
and heart of GCod.

May their ears be inclined towards
You so they nmay hear You speak w sdom and
knowl edge to their hearts and m nds. My they

trust in You with all their hearts, and not |ean
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on their own understanding, but in all their ways
acknow edge You.

May they | egislate with conpassion
upon the less fortunate. May they always walk in
the light, because there is no fell owship between
Iight and darkness. May they always dwell in
what is true, what is honorable, what is right,
what is pure, what is |lovely, whatever is of good
repute. May they dwell in excellence, which is
wort hy of praise.

May they be prudent. May they wal k
securely, in integrity blessed. May every
deci si on made be birthed in an abundant
at nrosphere of prayer with nmuch ponderance and
counsel

O God, we are living in such
unsettling times. Protect our citizens, our
cities, our counties, our state, our nation from
the eneny's attack. Lord, we pray that You keep
their famlies safe while they are away from
home. Holy Spirit, when they are away fromtheir
spouses and children, You be there to confort,
gui de, and protect them

We pray this in the nane that's

above all nanes, the powerful and nmatchl ess nane
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of Jesus. Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, February 12, 2020, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournnment. The Journal of Tuesday,
February 11, 2020, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam Presi dent, can we take up the reading of
t he cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
124, Senate Print 6445, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

155, Senate Print 4429, by Senator Parker, an act

to anend the Econom c Devel opnment Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
210, Senate Print 5338A, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anend the Public Authorities Law and the
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
239, Senate Print 1079, by Senator Persaud, an

answer requiring the Departnent of Labor to
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produce a report regardi ng sunmer youth
enpl oyment prograns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 239, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
338, Senate Print 5433A, by Senator Benjam n, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

814

roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senat or Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: Madam Pr esi dent
t hank you very nmuch. | appreciate your
i ndul gence.

This bill -- the sponsor and | had
an opportunity last year to debate the bill. |
just want to nake a couple of points, if | may.

| really think that we're setting a
very foolish precedent in the state in terns of
the State Legislature dictating to the financi al
service who they can and who they can't do
busi ness with.

The banking industry in the State of
New York, a $4 trillion a year system And, you
know, nmy fear is is that this bill is part of a
long line of the Legislature enacting policy or
dealing with policy really that has sone type of
social issue. You saw DFS do this with the gun
i ndustry, with Rem ngton and others. You saw
climate change being dealt with in the banking
i ndustry, in the insurance industry.

And t he Departnent of Financi al
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Services is very clear. In their declaration of

policy, it says that it's their policy to ensure

t he safe and sound conduct of business, to ensure
the continued safety and soundness of New York's

banki ng, insurance and financial services

i ndustry. To ensure a continued sol vency,

saf ety, soundness, and prudent conduct of

provi ders of financial products and services.

That is their role. So | don't
think it should be the role of this body to
dictate to those in the financial sector who they
can and who they can't invest their noney wth.

Madam Presi dent, when it conmes tine
to vote, I'lIl be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senat or Akshar to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Benjamn to explain his

vot e.

SENATCR BENJAM N: Sure. Thank
you, Madam President. | want to just say a few
t hi ngs.

Nunber one, | want to thank our
| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
bill to the floor, particularly during Bl ack
Hi story Month.
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You know, it is no -- everyone is
wel | aware of the scourge of mass incarceration
in our country, and | strongly believe that a
part of that is the private prison industry.

| feel very strongly that private
pri sons should not be allowed in any way, shape
or form for one sinple reason: The profit
incentive. Wen you run a private business, as
|"ve done in ny past, your job is to nake sure
you keep your business alive and growing. In
this case, when you're tal king about private
pri sons, the product are people, and you are
| ooking to incarcerate people in order to nake a
living. | think that is not a business that the
private sector should be anywhere near i nvol ved.

So in the State of New York, we do
not permt private prison activity, and | think
that's the right thing to do. But | think it's
al so inportant to say if you're a state-chartered
bank, you should not have the right to | end noney
to private prisons.

Wiy is that so inportant? Right now
we are debating marijuana in the State of
New Yor k, whether we legalize it or not. W

presently have a medical marijuana industry here,
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and guess what? Banks don't lend to them \Wy?
Because, they say, the federal statute -- it's
illegal.

So | think it's appropriate to say
if there are businesses and industries that we
define as illegal, or things that we shoul dn't
participate in, that it is well within our right
to say banks that are chartered in the State of
New York should not lend to them

And so |'mhunbled that this bill is
on the floor today. | think this should be a
signal for other people.

Let nme just say also, with all due
respect, because | do believe in business in the
State of New York -- we introduced this bill |ast
year. It passed on this floor. A year |later,
not one bank has issued a letter of opposition to
this bill. You would think if this is sonething
t hat state-chartered banks in New York were so
concerned about, we would at |east have received
at | east one letter. To this point, we have
recei ved not hi ng.

Nuner ous | arge banks -- Chase, Bank
of America, Wells Fargo -- all have said, W

don't want anything to do with the private prison
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i ndustry. They've backed off. Two
state-chartered banks, by the way, Barclays and

BNP Pari bas, both have said when their

rel ati onships end, they will no |onger -- when
their current commtnents expire, they will not
reup.

So clearly, the private industry on
its owmn has said, W don't want to be in this
space.

| think it's inmportant in statute to
make it clear where our values are. And | think
this is the kind of thing that people expect from
a progressive governnment, to say we believe that
certai n busi nesses should not be in the hands of
the private sector because of the nature of what
i's going on.

So thank you so nuch for this tine
on the floor, and I want to thank ny col |l eagues
for their support of this bill.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Benjamin to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 338, those Senators voting in the
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negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lanza, Little, Ott, Rtchie, Robach and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
378, Senate Print 5808A, by Senator Montgonery,
an act to establish a task force on educator
diversity in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
379, Senate Print 7635, by Senator Liu, an act to

anend the Educati on Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
380, Senate Print 7642, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
383, Senate Print 2406A, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Education Law and the Public
Heal t h Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Serrano to explain his vote.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

l'"d like to thank all ny col |l eagues
for considering this bill.

| believe cultural conpetency in the
nmedi cal professions is sonething that is of
critical inportance for the entire State of
New York. Ensuring that medical professionals

have a m ni mum basi c trai ni ng and under st andi ng
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of the vast and diverse comunities that they
serve | think brings about nuch better nedi cal
outcones in everything frominfant nortality
t hrough geriatric care.

| think that this is a really basic
bill that will nake the care and conmuni cation
bet ween patients and doctors nuch better, and
t hereby creating the better health outcones that
we're | ooking for here in the State of New York

So | thank you all for your support,
and | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Serrano to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 383, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Fl anagan, Funke, Giffo, Jordan, Lanza, O Mara,
Ott, Ritchie and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
386, Senate Print 6788A, by Senator Bailey, an

act relating to creating the conm ssion on
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af f ordabl e col | ege education to study the
partici pation of community coll eges.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you, Madam
President. [|'Il be brief.

| thank ny col |l eagues for supporting
this inportant piece of legislation. The EOP
program Educational Opportunity Program has
been a godsend in no other ternms to so many
people that |'ve attended coll ege with.

| was a student at the University at
Al bany, and many of ny friends who were in the
ECP program were often nore successful than sone
of us who were not in the EOP program It gives
structure and gui dance to so nmany people in

four-year schools, but we need to nmake sure that
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this is available in all the two-year schools.

In my opinion, having this
commi ssion to study the feasibility of it in
t wo-year schools is critically inportant, because
t hese two-year schools often serve as a
springboard towards a four-year school for so
many students from underserved backgrounds and
abilities. And they just want a chance, an
opportunity, which is in the EOP programs
m ssi on.

So | thank you, Madam President. |
t hank ny col | eagues for supporting this inportant
pi ece of | egislation.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senator Bailey to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 386, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Anmedore, Borrello, Funke
and Seri no.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, February 24th, at
3:00 p.m, with intervening days bei ng
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 24th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:29 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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