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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 10, 2020
3:56 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
February 9, 2020, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
February 8, 2020, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bail ey
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 9060 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6944, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or CGounar des
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8983 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6967, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sal azar
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9134 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7192, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 116.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hoyl man
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9646 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 7623, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 322.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Sanders, | nobve to anend
Senate Bill 3851A by striking out the amendnents
made on June 19th and restoring it to its
previ ous print nunber, 3851.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk.
Please read its title only and recogni ze Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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2662, by Senat or Kennedy, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuono to proclai mFebruary 10, 2020, as
Canada Day in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

It's a great privilege and honor of
m ne today to wel come and honor the rel ationship
between the United States and Canada and to
recogni ze a few distingui shed guests that we have
joining us here today on the Senate fl oor.

W have with us here today the
Acting Consul GCeneral of Canada in New York,
Khawar Nasim the Quebec Del egate Ceneral,
Cat heri ne Loubier; Ontario's Representative to
the United States, |an Todd; Nada Jarjour, the
Quebec Del egate General; and Rachael Homewood,
t he Seni or Advisor to the Canadi an Consul at e,
along with Peter Rose, fromthe Quebec Governnent
Ofice in New York.

These di stingui shed | eaders are here
with us to cel ebrate February 10, 2020, as
Canada Day here in the State of New York.

And as we all know, New York and
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Canada share deep econom c, historic and cultural
ties, in addition to the largest bilateral
tourismindustry in the United States.

Billions and billions of dollars are
exchanged between our two great countries and

uni quel y between New York State and Canada every

single year. |In vacation spending alone, there's
over $1.6 billion in nmoney that's spent by over
5 mllion Canadians that visit the State of

New York each and every year

This partnership has led to nore
t han 700 Canadi an- owned conpani es putting down
roots and grow ng our econony right here in
New York State. These very conpanies are
responsi bl e for creating hundreds and hundreds of
t housands of jobs here in New York. And with a
shared border neasuring 444 mles in length and
17 international border crossings, our econonies
are tightly |inked.

Canada serves as New York's primary
export market, to the tune of $13.8 billion in
annual exports -- and that list is only expected
to growin the years to cone.

On top of that, Canada has a very

uni que history with us, not only here in the
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State of New York but in the United States of
America. The mllions and mllions of immgrants
t hat came over hundreds of years ago to our
hem sphere from across the pond, nmany of them
could not get into our great country, were turned
away at the border for various reasons, including
di sease. The country of Canada wel comed t hem
Many of our ancestors nade their way through
Canada, still live there today, and many cane
down and ended up settling right here in the
United States and here in the great State of
New Yor k.

So our histories are very much
i nked, our cultures are very nuch |inked,
whet her we're tal king about the great Anerican
pasti nme of baseball, where people cross over the
border to see the Toronto Blue Jays or they cone
over and visit the Buffalo Bills, the only
New York State football team --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: -- or we are
sharing our rivalries, be it the Rangers or the
| sl anders or of course the great Buffal o Sabres
organi zation, the Toronto Maple Leafs, the

Montreal Canadi ens, and the |ist goes on and on.
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Qur communities respect each other,
we | ove each other, and we share our econom es
and our nmutual histories and futures together.

So we wel conme you with open armns.
Thank you so rmuch for visiting us here today.
Thank you for cel ebrating Canada Day today here
in the State of New York. Please offer all
privileges of the house to our guests, and we
| ook forward to our relationship growi ng even
stronger in the years ahead.

Wel conme, and thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little on the resolution.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

It's nmy honor to stand and to
wel come our nei ghbors but, nore inportantly, our
friends to the north. M district borders Canada
with dinton County, Franklin County; the
Akwesasne Reservation is partly in Canada, partly
inthe US.; and we are so intertw ned.

The Gty of Plattsburgh has a huge
nunber of Canadi an conpani es which are operating
in Plattsburgh, to the point that 15 percent of

the workforce in Plattsburgh goes to work every
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norning to a Canadi an conpany who is operating in
Pl att sbur gh

And we have conpani es throughout the
district: Kruger has two hydro plants, we have
I rving Tissue in Washi ngton County, as well as
Bonbardi er, Nova Bus, and so nmany ot hers.

So we have also, in athletics, one
of the nobst popul ar econonic engines in the
Lake Placid area is CAN AM Hockey, which is
operating every week. And you see youngsters
pl ayi ng hockey, and a real international event
and tournanent that goes on.

And just Friday night at our |ocal
hockey team the Adirondack Thunder, in
G ens Falls, the Queensbury M ddl e School sang
t he Canadi an National Anthem because we were
pl ayi ng a Canadi an team

So it's a pleasure to have you here.
And | ook forward to seeing you tonight at our
Canada reception, which they are having at 5: 30,
and everyone is invited. So thank you very much
for being here, and thanks for being such a great
partner. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Giffo on the resol ution.
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SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,
M. President.

| want to wel cone our distinguished
guests today. And as anot her nenber of the
Senate who has the border of Canada with northern
New York, we do appreciate all of the goodw ||
and all of the continued conversations that we
have together to ensure that we make both our
state and nation here in America, as well as the
provi nci al governnments in the nation of Canada,
continue to be good partners.

And | just want to add sonet hi ng
t oday, and we continue | ooking forward to that
positive relationship noving forward. And
Senat or Kennedy, you were very el oquent today,
but there was anot her Kennedy nore el oquent than
you. And | just want to renmenber what President
John F. Kennedy once said: Geography has made us
nei ghbors. History has made us friends.
Econom cs has made us partners, and necessity has
made us allies. Those whom God has so joi ned
together, let no nman put asunder.

God bl ess you, and wel cone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Ritchie on the resol ution.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

648

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Thank you.

|"d just like to add my voice to
wel com ng our neighbors. | actually do only live
a couple of mles fromthe border and have a
pretty regular trip across either the bridge on
Al ex Bay or in Ogdensburg. And we spend a | ot of
time there.

| do, on pretty much a daily basis,
check the parking lots to see how many of our
Canadi an friends are there. And this afternoon
is alittle special for us, because our Canadi an
counterparts are going to be neeting at a city
council neeting in Ogdensburg. They've been
working on a project with us: The first bicycle
ferry back and forth from Ogdensburg to Prescott.
And we | ook forward to having that up and
running. | want to say | appreciate the
friendshi p.

And we tal k about another country.
When you live so close to the border, we don't
see Canada as another country, we just see it as
an extension of our famly and friends.

So wel conme, glad to have you back
and | ook forward to making ny next trip over.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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guestion is on the resol ution.

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

To our guests from Canada, | wel cone
you on behal f of the Senate. W extend to you
all of the privileges and courtesies of this
house. Please rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at the request of Senator Kennedy, that
resolution is open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resol ution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake

up the reading of the cal endar, please.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 23,
Assenbly Print Nunber 9060, substituted earlier
by Assenbl ynenber Wight, an act to amend the
Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hank you.

Wen | cone here on Monday norning,
when | drive up to Al bany on Monday norning, |
ask nysel f, When will the rmadness ever stop?

First it was the disastrous bai
reform then the discovery reform now we've
suggested we're going to take away faci al

recognition fromthe NYPD. W' ve suggested that
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we're going to offer elder parole. W' ve
suggest ed about repealing 50-A. This weekend an
attenpted assassi nation on the NYPD. How do we
respond? W say now if you get a degree when
you're in prison, we will consider letting you
out early.

| for one amdisgusted with the
nmessage that this house continues to send to
| aw abi di ng New Yorkers. And it's abundantly
cl ear what we're saying. W're saying, once
again, that this house is putting crimnals
before | aw abi ding citizens.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Akshar to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| nust disagree with ny esteened
col | eague across the aisle, as this is a
clarification on a chapter anmendnent that was
passed | ast year. And | didn't hear the sane
energy on this bill, M. President, |ast year.

So for those reasons, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 23, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach and Seward. Al so
Senat or Tedi sco. Also Senator Boyle. Also
Senat or Seri no.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 46,
Assenbly Print Nunber 8983, substituted earlier
by Assenbl ynenber Carroll, an act to anend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 56,
Senate Print 1054A, by Senator Persaud, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 56, voting in the negative:
Senat or Ranzenhof er.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

111, Senate Print 7187, by Senator Kaplan, an act
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to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
116, Assenbly Print Nunber 9134, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Lavine, an act to anend
the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
122, Senate Print 2494, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
139, Senate Print 5723, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New Yor k.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.
Senat or Fel der voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
147, Senate Print 5574, by Senator Sepul veda, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
156, Senate Print 4661, by Senator Kani nsky, an
act to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
162, Senate Print 2174, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
163, Senate Print 3041, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
178, Senate Print 4188, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 178, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Flanagan, Jacobs,
Jordan, O Mara, Ott and Seward.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
179, Senate Print 7063, by Senator Little, an act
to anend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
180, Senate Print 3872A, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

661

M. President.

As we've seen fromrecent reports,

t he senior population in the United States within
the next 30 years is expected to double. This

| egi sl ation that we have before us today will
help to break down the silos that exist between

t he Departnent of Health, between Mental Health
and the honme care services that exist.

We have to make sure that as our
seniors are aging, as all of us are aging, that
we're able to neet the challenges of our tine.

We have to nake sure that we are working together
bet ween agenci es, between Mental Health and hone
care providers, to provide the nost
conprehensi ve, patient-centered service possible.
This will lead to better outcones, as we al

know.

And this is an effort to be
proactive instead of reactive, to really show an
exanpl e of what's possible in treating people
living with nental illness, treating them at hone
and maki ng sure they can |ive as productive and
i ndependent |ives as possible.

So, M. President, I'll be

supporting this legislation, and I want to thank
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nmy col | eagues for doing the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
322, Assenbly Print Nunmber 9646, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynmenber Magnarelli, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now go back to notions and resol utions and
take up previously adopted Resolution 2713, by
Senat or Harckham read it inits entirety, and
recogni ze Senator Harckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2713, by Senator Harckham nourning the death of
Judi th Johnson, prom nent educator, distinguished
citizen, and devoted nenber of her comrunity.

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legislative Body to pay tribute to citizens of
the State of New York whose |ifework and civic
endeavors served to enhance the quality of life
in their communities and the great State of
New Yor k; and

"WHEREAS, Judith Johnson of
New Henpstead, New York, died on Tuesday, Cctober
22, 2019, at the age of 80; and

"WHEREAS, Starting her career as a
teacher in the New York City schools, Judith

Johnson went on to serve in adm nistrative rol es
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for the Mamaroneck, Southern Westchester BOCES,
Nyack, and Wite Pl ains school systens; and
"WHEREAS, Judith Johnson's
i mracul ate career included a tenure in the
United States Departnent of Education under
President Bill Cinton, first serving as Deputy
Assi stant Secretary and | ater as the Acting
Assi stant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary
Educati on; and
"WHEREAS, Followi ng this endeavor,
Judi th Johnson returned to New York State and
served as Superintendent of Peekskill School s
from 2001 to 2011, and Interim Superintendent of
Mount Vernon Schools from 2012 to 2014; and
"WHEREAS, |n 2008, Judith Johnson
was naned New York State School Superintendent of
the Year, naking her the first African-American
to receive this auspicious award fromthe
New York State Council of School Superintendents;
and
"WHEREAS, Furthernore, in 2015,
Judi th Johnson was inducted into the Rockland
County Civil Rights Hall of Fanme; that sanme year,
she was chosen by legislative | eaders to

represent the 9th Judicial District on the Board
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of Regents, which creates educational policy; and

"WHEREAS, A true pillar in her
comunity, Judith Johnson was often seen at
school s, nonprofits, and conmunity events; this
extraordinary wonman truly cared about the life
and wel |l -being of all the students and famlies
she cane in contact with; and

"WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic
spirit and i nbued with a sense of conpassion,
Judi th Johnson | eaves behind a | egacy which will
| ong endure the passage of tine and will remain
as a conforting nenory to all she served and
befri ended; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
deat h of Judith Johnson, prom nent educator,
di stingui shed citizen, and devoted nenber of her
community, and to acknow edge all the work she
did over her illustrious career to nurture the
hearts and m nds of young New Yorkers in the
Lower Hudson Valley; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the famly of Judith Johnson."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Har ckham on t he resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

It's fitting that today we are
passing this resolution for Regent Judith
Johnson, as tonight at 5:00 the Board of Regents
will be holding a tribute in her honor at the
State Museum to which many of you have been
invited and will be attending.

Al t hough she resided technically in
Rockl and County, we like to claimher in
West chest er County because nmuch of her storied
career happened in Wstchester.

But whet her she lived in Rockland or
served in Wstchester, her |egacy of hel ping
children and putting children first really
i npacted every child in this state. And Judith
Johnson believed that every child had a right to
an equal education regardless of the zip code
fromwhich they came. She fought tirelessly for
funding for every child to get a sound educati on,
and yet she also believed that the community
whi ch that child came from needed to surround al
of the children, to help support them as they

strove for that education
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Now, she had a varied career. But
she started as a teacher, as an adm nistrator,
and she served prom nent positions in Wite
Plains, in Munt Vernon, and in my hone city, the
Peekski || School District, where she was a
superintendent for 10 years. And in 2008, she
was naned the New York State Superintendent of
the Year, the first African-American in the
history of that award to wi n that award.

So upon her passing, you know, we
need to renmenber her |egacy. Her son was on his
way here, which is why | thank everyone for
holding this. He's not quite here, but we'l
give himthis resolution this evening.

But her legacy is a |asting one and
a powerful one. She |eaves big shoes to be
filled. | know there are interviews underway,
and thanks to Chai rwoman Mayer for taking up
those efforts. But she left a great |egacy, and
we are all better off and our children are better
off for her service to the State of New York

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci on the resol ution.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
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M. President.

| want to thank Senator Harckham for
putting forward this inportant resol ution.

And | was just so honored and
privileged to get to know Regent Judith Johnson.
Bef ore she becane our Regent, she hel ped us on a
consi stent basis in finding a way forward in the
East Ramapo School District. Judith Johnson
lived in the East Ranmapo School District and was
a constituent of mne, and we were just so
bl essed and fortunate to have her as part of our
t eam

Before, she had the resune that
anyone woul d dream of in education, and her
experience in the Wite House, working under
President Cinton, and her tinme as superintendent
in Mount Vernon, as the previous speaker had
menti oned. But what was nost fitting was she
spent the tine. She listened. And she used her
expertise for such great good things.

We have a | ong road ahead of us when
it cones to fixing education policy in this
state, and particularly for the districts that |
represent |ike East Ramapo, |ike GOssining, that

we' ve been left so far behind with the changi ng
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dynami c in our community. And Judith Johnson got
t hat and understood that and said, Hey, we're in
the 21st century. W're dealing with situations
that we haven't before, and our education policy
has to keep up. And she fought and pushed and
pulled to really drag our education policy into
the 21st century.

And |'mjust so grateful to her
| egacy, to the work that she did, the work that
is not mentioned in the resolutions -- the
tireless -- the lengthy hours that she spent, the
going to the board neetings and on the side to
work with us to craft |egislation, whether it was
the nonitor in the East Ramapo School District or
spin-up legislation for the East Ramapo School
District, thinking of creative ways, things that
hadn't been done before, but ways that we could
nove forward and make sure that all of our
children got the best education possible.

So it's just hunmbling to be here and
speak on the resolution to honor and comrenorate
the life of Judith Johnson. 1It's a |egacy that
won't be forgotten in Rockland County. And |I'm
hopeful it's a |l egacy that inspires so many

t hroughout the State of New York
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So | want to thank ny coll eagues for
taking up this resolution. Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

It's truly an honor to speak about
the | egacy of Judith Johnson, Regent and nany
ot her things.

| want to thank ny col | eague Senator
Har ckham for bringing this to the floor, and to
the Board of Regents for cel ebrating her tonight.

You know, there were sone
characteristics of Judith Johnson that | think
are frequently forgotten. First of all, she was
i ncredi bly courageous and forward-thinking. She
did not hesitate to question and to criticize,
but she did it in a nost |loving way. She cane to
every neeting thoroughly prepared, every speech
had witten remarks prepared. She had done her
homewor k. But she al ways asked the question:
What is fair, what is just, how can we do better?
And she did it in the nost positive way.

Al of us could learn a | esson from
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her | eadership in that regard. She viewed us as
on the path to justice, but it wasn't going to
happen right away. And really she was a role
nodel in that respect.

Al so she was -- her comm tnent to
equity and justice was the nost domi nant thene of
her life, whether in East Ramapo, comng to
Yonkers, Ossining, the City of New York -- every
pl ace she went, she cared about every child and
she exhibited it in the nost personal way. She
got joy out of every child. And you could see
t hat when she went to schools.

She | oved going to schools and
seeing children. 1t was the experience of
children that notivated her. She cared |ess
about the adults and nore about the children.

Finally, sonething that she did is
that she tal ked about arts and nusic everywhere
she went in school, she tal ked about the changi ng
of her own life through exposure as a young girl
in New York City to art and nusic. And it just
carried her through the day.

It's a trenendous | oss. And as we
i ntervi ewed Regent candi dates |ast week, it was

clear, her shoes will not be filled. She was
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really larger than life in the nost human and
| oving way, a way that showed that she cared
about children.

So it's fitting that we honor her,
but al so we shoul d not forget her, because she
had a | esson to teach us and we need to carry it
on. May her nenory be a bl essing.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| thank Senator Harckham as well for
introducing this very inportant resol ution about
sonmebody who was a giant in the educati onal
community, and her nane resonated far beyond the
district that she represented.

On the Sunday of her services that
were up in Rockland, | happened to be attending a
church service a few bl ocks fromwhere | grew up
on 227th Street in the Bronx. And it was
nmenti oned that sonmebody was going to go to -- we
were going to go to her services, and the room
qui eted down. Many of these folks fromthe

Bronx, many of these folks from Lower Wstchester
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County all knew about Judith Johnson and the
i ndelible inpact that she had on educati on.

As a Bronx boy, | didn't really
fully understand her greatness until | sat down
wi th her one day, sat down with her and
Dr. Ham Iton, the Mount Vernon superintendent,
one day. She had an incredible recall, an
incredible ability to tal k about educati onal
policy -- not just in terns of theoretical, but
she could really break it down. She understood
where Mount Vernon was in the direction that she
wanted it to go. And she was incredibly
passi onate about the students, everything that
Senat or Mayer said

She spoke about the transformation
of Thornton Hi gh School to have a nore profound
effort on nusic and the arts in the City of
Mount Vernon, and she was very proud about that.
And she had so nany things that she wanted to do.

And every time | saw her, it was
when | was visiting a school and she was visiting
t he school too. She wasn't just a Regent in
nanme, she was a Regent in action. And not
inaction, she was in action. M. President, she

was in every possible school. And | felt that at
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sonme tinmes she was kind of checking up on ne,
because we'd al ways be at the same school at the
sane tine.

But | amgrateful for what she did
and the |l egacy that she will leave, in that she
makes sure that we understand that education is
first, second and last for our children.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Skoufis on the resolution.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you,
M. President.

And | too want to express ny
gratitude to Senator Harckham for bringing sone
attention to what is -- or who is one of the nost
remar kabl e people that |'ve encountered in ny
ei ght years here in the State Legislature.

And, you know, nuch has been made,
rightfully so, about Judith Johnson's resune, her
experience. | was part of the Hudson Vall ey
del egation that interviewed her and nany others
when she was first seeking appointnment. And
seeing her resune, it is second to none -- anyone
that has ever applied to the Board of Regents,

second to none, the vast set of experience that
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she brought to this job.

But that's not what | want to focus
on. What | want to focus on is the fact that
Judi th Johnson is sonmeone, once she got
appoi nted, was someone who |ived and breat hed
every nonent on behalf of the students in this
state. There are sonme Regents -- all of whomare
good peopl e, but sone Regents who have ot her
j obs, other commtnents, other focuses. Judith
Johnson, this is what she did all day, every day,
40, 50, 60 hours a week. |'d spend entire days
with her in nmy district.

This is sonmeone whose shoes cannot
be filled. W have great applicants who are
coming to fill this seat that she filled for a
nunber of years, but there is no one who can fil
t he shoes of Judith Johnson. She will be greatly
m ssed. Her mark that she has left on this state
is indelible.

And | amvery fortunate to have
counted her as a friend and a col | eague on behal f
of education and the children in this state.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

resol uti on was previously adopted on
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February 4t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of Senat or Harckham that resolution is al so open
for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, February 11th,
at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, February 11th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:30 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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