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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 5, 2020
11: 40 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
February 4, 2020, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, February 3,
2020, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 9, Senator
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May noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9061 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 7163, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 87.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 9,
Senat or Parker noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8988 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 7179,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 103.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 9,
Senat or Kapl an noves to di scharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8957 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 7188,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 112.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Substitution so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 10, Senator
Mayer noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8999 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 7196, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 120.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 16, Senator
Myrie noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9001 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 7309, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 201.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tinme can we begin by taking up the
readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 10,
Senate Print 6931, by Senator Breslin, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 10, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 87,
Assenbly Print Nunber 9061, substituted earlier
by Assenbl ynenber Weprin, an act to amend the
Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
103, Assenbly Print Nunber 8988, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Vanel, an act to anmend
a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Wth respect to
Cal endar Nunmber 103, voting in the negative:
Senat or Sewar d.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
105, Senate Print 7181, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the Financial Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
109, Senate Print 7185, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the same date and in the
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same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

There's not a day that goes by that
| don't hear the concerns of the residents in ny
district that are conpl ai ni ng about the costs of
heal t hcar e.

The | egislation that we have before
us is nanmed after a young girl naned Dream
Shepherd, who unfortunately was born with sickle
cell disease, and at the age of five years old
she experienced a stroke. And in an effort to
save her life, she underwent experinenta
treatment of a stemcell transplant.
M racul ously, that ultimtely has changed her
life, and she's in remssion. But it was a |ong
journey since that operation and since she was
di scharged fromthe hospital

In the hospital she was hooked up to

a central venous line, which in New York State
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only a registered nurse can touch the central
venous line. Once she's discharged fromthe
hospital, the doctor is saying you need that
central venous line, but, however, you're on your
own.

The | egislation that we passed and
we' re now anendi ng this year said that when
you' re di scharged fromthe hospital and a doctor
prescri bes a remedy, that that has to be covered
by insurance. Wat was happening in Dreami s case
was her nother was responsible for nonitoring and
cl eaning and mai ntaining the central venous I|ine.

Unfortunately, every year in the
United States over 80,000 Americans develop a
bl ood infection, a bloodstreaminfection because
their central venous line is not well maintained.
Qut of those 80,000 people, approximtely 28, 000
pass away, they die fromthat serious infection.

We know that a chain is only as
strong as its weakest link, and that's how we
have to think about healthcare -- that we could
provide this state-of-the-art procedure, have the
best doctors in the world in the hospital, but
once you're discharged, if we don't followthe

pl an that the doctor has put in place, then we're
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failing our part.

And we know that by mandati ng t hat
t he i nsurance conpani es and not the bureaucrat --
or that the insurance conpani es have to foll ow
the doctor's orders, we will save lives, inprove
our healthcare system and nake it stronger.

So the | egislation before us today
expands Dreamli s Law and says that not only
central venous lines will have to be maintained
by a professional, but any of the procedures that
a doctor requires in that discharge will have to
be covered under insurance. This is a step in
the right direction in |owering the cost of
heal t hcare and meki ng sure that we have better
out comes overal |

| want to thank Dream Shepherd and
her nmother for fighting and pushing forward and
sayi ng what was wong, and fixing the systemfor
everyone that will cone after them

Thank you so rmuch to all ny
col | eagues for supporting this |egislation.
Let's continue to work together to | ower the
price of healthcare here in New York State, and
let's be a nodel for the rest of the nation to

foll ow.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
110, Senate Print 7186, by Senator Kaplan, an act
to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

This is a great bill, in my opinion.

| want to thank the sponsor for this, as sonmeone

who's been involved in the retail and whol esal e
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business in the hospitality industry for years.

W are seeing, obviously, the
expl osive grom h of craft breweries in our state.
There are many in nmy district. And one of the
probl enms you have when you're in a small business
like that is access to the whol esal e narket.

We have many, many small brewers
that are able to directly deal with restaurants
and other retailers as a result, but this limt
isreally quite small. So increasing the limt
here for themis going to give nore access to
nore smal |l businesses to sell directly to other
smal | businesses who are often shut out of the
whol esal e process by the big, big beer conpanies
and ot hers.

So this is a great thing for small
business. 1'mglad we've increased this. And
|"m proud to support this, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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112, Assenbly Print 8957, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Hunter, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
114, Senate Print 7190, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
117, Senate Print 7193, by Senator Kaplan, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
120, Assenbly Print 8999, substituted earlier by

Assenbl ynmenber Gal ef, an act to anend the
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El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
201, Assenbly Nunber 9001, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynenber Seawright, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 201, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Giffo and
Ranzenhof er.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
203, Senate Print 7311, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 203, those Senators voting in the
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negati ve are Senators Ranzenhofer and Seward.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
255, Senate Print 6897A, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
M. President.

| cannot stress enough the urgency
of making the 2020 census participation nore
accessi ble. The stakes are very high, especially
for hard-to-count comunities, including
i mm grant comrunities, conmmunities of color such
as those that | represent. But truly the stakes

are high for all New Yorkers if there is an
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undercount, as we've seen in previous censuses.

There are vast resources and
representation at the federal level at stake if
we fail to get a full census count. Al of us
shoul d be concerned about potentially | osing
congressional seats in our state, but especially
t hose of us whose communities are already
underr epr esent ed.

The action we're taking today is
necessary given that over 113,000 New Yorkers
speak a | anguage at hone that the Census Bureau
does not provide | anguage support for. Today
we' re choosing to do everything we responsibly
can to count those people and to count nearly a
guarter of all New Yorkers who did not respond to
the | ast census in 2010.

| want to thank our Majority Leader
for prioritizing this issue, along with two ot her
census bills that we're passing today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sal azar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.
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| also want to rise to thank Senator
Sal azar, to thank the |eader, to thank the
sponsors of the next two bills, because on this
day of all days it is so inportant that we in
New York are doing what we can to shore up our
denocracy to make sure that everyone is counted
and considered in our government and in our
policy.

| say on this day of all days,
because this is a dark day for our denocracy. A
maj ority of senators in Washington are poised to
pl ace the president above the law. And | am
proud that here in New York we are doi ng what we
can to really stand up for the rule of |aw and
for denocracy.

So thank you, Senator Sal azar, thank
you to the Majority Leader, and thank you to ny
col | eagues for supporting these bills.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.
| was sort of on the fence with this

legislation. | was going to vote in favor of it,
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but just listening to the comments from ny
col | eague, does this has sonething to do with
what's going on in the Senate in Washi ngton? |If
it's that convoluted, I'mgoing to vote in the
negati ve.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 255, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Funke,
Gl | i van, Hel m ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Seward and
Senator Tedisco. Also Senator Little.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
304, Senate Print 6884, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 304, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jacobs,
Jordan, Lanza, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchi e, Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
316, Senate Print 6883, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 316, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Funke, Gllivan,
Jacobs, Jordan, O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 54. Nays 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Can we now go back to notions and
resol utions and take up previously adopted
Resol ution 2723, by Senator Gounardes, have it
read in its entirety, and recognize
Senat or Counar des.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2723, by Senator Gounardes, nenorializing
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimFebruary 5
2020, as Students with Disabilities Advocacy Day
in the State of New York

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
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Legi sl ative Body to recognize official days that
are set aside to increase awareness of issues
that affect the lives of citizens of New York
State; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative
Body to nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonop to
procl ai m February 5, 2020, as Students with
Disabilities Advocacy Day in the State of
New Yor k; and

"WHEREAS, Students with Disabilities
Day is a canpai gn which rai ses awareness about
the need for renoving barriers to key reasonabl e
accomopdat i ons and support services that pronote
access and success for students with
di sabilities, who attend public and private
institutes of higher education in New York State
at increasingly higher rates; and

"WHEREAS, Qur great Enpire State has
a history of excellence in education and val ues
provi di ng educati onal opportunities to students
wi th diverse backgrounds; students with
disabilities contribute greatly to New York

State's colleges and universities; and
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"WHEREAS, According to the New York
State Education Departnent, as of late last fal
there were nore than 73,000 identified students
with disabilities attending New York State
degree-granting coll eges and universities; and

"WHEREAS, It is inperative that
these institutes of higher |earning are provided
with the necessary resources to enpower students
with disabilities and hel p them achi eve
acadenically and beyond; and

"WHEREAS, New Yorkers with
disabilities, like all New Yorkers, are entitled
to not only full participation in our society,
but also full opportunity in our society; their
talents and contributions are vital to the
strength of our state's workforce and our future
prosperity; and

"WHEREAS, Toget her, we can ensure
persons living with disabilities are provided key
reasonabl e accommobdati ons and support services
t hat pronote access and success while attendi ng
public and private institutes of higher education
in New York State; and

"WHEREAS, It is in the interest of

New York State to recogni ze the achi evenents
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whi ch have been made thus far, and to continue
these efforts by pronoting the awareness and
fostering the understanding of persons with
disabilities; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimFebruary 5
2020, as Students with Disabilities Advocacy Day
in the State of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gounardes on the resol ution

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President. [|'Il be very brief.

| think that the | anguage of the
resolution really speaks to the inportance of
today as we recogni ze Students with Disabilities
Advocacy Day.

| want to thank the 35 nenbers of
this body who have sponsored this advocacy day to
hel p support students across the entire state who

have cone to their State Capitol to advocate for
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support and for resources and for services to
help them attain the education that they are
rightfully entitled to.

The resol ution | anguage said that
there are 73,000 students with disabilities
across the state. That actually -- the nunber, |
recently learned, is a little bit outdated.
Actually, it's 77,000. |It's the fastest-grow ng
popul ati on of college students in the state, and
we need to be doing a lot nore to nmake sure that
we are providing the services that those students
need in order to achieve a college education just
i ke anybody el se.

| want to thank and recogni ze t hat
we have a few student | eaders who have joi ned us
in the chanber today who are sitting here, and |
want to recogni ze them by nane and thank them for
their fierce advocacy. Because w thout you being
here to advocate and push us to do the right
thing, this would not happen. So | want to thank
Ti mot hy Hunter, fromthe CUNY University Student
Senate; Austin Ostro, fromthe SUNY Student
Assenbly; Brad Hershenson, Mel ani e Hecker, Luis
GQutierrez, and Shel by Burns for being here, for

your dedication and your devotion to this issue,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

609

and for forcing us to do the right thing.

So thank you for joining us, and |
t hank you, M. President.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci on the resol ution.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank the sponsor of this
i nportant resolution and thank the students that
are here today, because it's so inportant that we
do everything to make education as accessible as
possible for children of all abilities.

| know | have a deep belief, and I'm
sure ny col |l eagues share this, that our children
do not | ack capacity, they only | ack opportunity.
And when a child has a disability we have to make
sure we neet them where they are and give them
the tools so that they can |live independent,
productive lives. And we know if we do that at
the earliest ages, all the way through coll ege
and beyond, that we will have a productive
wor kf orce, we'll have a productive econony and a
greater place to live and to work and to raise a

famly.
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So | want to thank the students for
st eppi ng up and bei ng here today and advocati ng
for all of the students of New York State.

And t hank you to ny col |l eagues for
supporting this inportant resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Metzger on the resol ution

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
M. President.

|"m proud to stand with Senat or
Gounardes and ny col | eagues in cosponsoring this
resol ution today. Every student deserves the
opportunity to realize his, her or their ful
potenti al .

| wanted to point out in my district
we have a really wonderful program at SUNY
Orange, the SUNY Orange Bridges Program which
provi des postsecondary educational opportunities
for people with devel opnental and intellectual
disabilities. | got to visit the program and see
firsthand just how incredible it was and how
inmportant it was to the students in realizing
their career goals, their independence, their

autonony. And we really need, as a state, to
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fully support these prograns.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
February 4th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resol ution 2400, by
Senat or Tedisco, read its title only, and
recogni ze Senator Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2400, by Senator Tedi sco, congratul ating the
Pol and Hi gh School G rls Soccer Team and Head
Coach Tom Basel upon the occasion of w nning the
New York State Class D Grls Soccer Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco on the resolution

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

| "' m honored to introduce to you and
some of ny col | eagues an out st andi ng group of
student athletes fromthe 49th Senatori al

District.
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Li ke you, | have often got up on the
floor of the New York State Senate and showed a
| ot of pride about ny Senate district. |It's got
quite a bit of diversity -- rural, suburban,
city, urban, a lot of great towns, a |ot of great
muni ci palities, counties, hamets, villages. In
fact, what you may not know about ny district,
bei ng one of the largest Senate districts --
maybe in the top five, 4,000 square mles -- is
that | actually represent Russia, GChio and
Pol and. Russia and Chio are towns in the
49th Senatorial District, and Poland is a
vi | | age.

And Pol and is exceptionally well
represented here today up in the bal cony above ny
shoul der. They are the Tornadoes from Pol and
Central School. They're the Grls Statew de
Varsity Soccer Chanpions, Cass D, for New York
St at e.

And | told themearlier today that I
guess | can define themnot as a good team not
as a great team but they are the perfect
Tornadoes. And I'Il tell you why as | say a few
t hi ngs about their record fromlast year.

The Pol and Hi gh School Grls Soccer
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Team ended a very successful season with a 6-1
victory over Section 6 Chanpion Avoca. And |I'm
sorry that -- and this is quite a coincidence --
Senator O Mara isn't here today, but they beat
Avoca, which is in his district. And | just
happen to be sitting right next to him So maybe
he coul dn't stand the heat.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO Nah, he's very
proud of his school because they did win the
Secti on 6 chanpi onshi p.

But our team secured the Cass D
New York State Grls Soccer Chanpionshi p agai nst
t hem on Sunday, Novenber 17, at SUNY Cortl and.
The Pol and Tornadoes finished the canpaign with a
perfect -- and this is why | call them perfect
tornadoes -- 23-0 season. Twenty-three w ns, no
| osses. They ran the table. You can't get much
better than that.

This group of young wonmen has al so
gai ned recogni tion beyond New York State,
garnering a Top 50 ranking nationally by
MaxPr eps.

The Pol and Hi gh School Grls Soccer

Team are not only chanpions on the pitch, but off
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it as well. Just before the team s final match
its menbers hel ped clean up their conmunity,

whi ch was hit by a devastating nunber of fl oods
and heavy wi nds, |eaving nore than 241, 000 hones
wi thout power. It was fairly devastating.

As | congratul ate them being
involved in athletics for a long period of tine
as a player and as a coach, | also want to
congratul ate their coach, Tom Basel. You don't
have an out standi ng group of individuals like
this who achieve so nmuch only by their talent and
skills, but you have to have great coaching to do
t hat .

And as | spoke to them | told them
| think he taught thema | esson that is a great
| esson for all of us: |If the individual doesn't
care who gets the credit, the group and the team
can achi eve unbel i evabl e successes. And that's a
great nmessage for us individually, us as
Republ i cans and Denocrats, but us as -- who want
to work, for the nost part, in a bipartisan way
for the best interests of the constituents we
represent in New York State

So M. President and ny col |l eagues,

| woul d hope that you woul d wel comre t hem
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congratul ate them and offer all the courtesies
of this august body. W're extrenely proud of
t heir achi evenents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
January 14t h.

To the Tornadoes, | welconme you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all of
the courtesies and privileges of this house.

Congratul ati ons. Please stand and
be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

As | heard Senator Tedisco listing
all the places he represents, | thought it was a
shane Senator Robach's not here to point out he
represents G eece.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: But we have sone
wonderful ly named towns in upstate New York.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
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on to previously adopted Resolution 2737, by
Senator Bailey, read its title only, and
recogni ze Senator Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2737, by Senator Bailey, nourning the tragic
deat h of basketball icon, five-time NBA Chanpion
18-time NBA All-Star, and two-time Aynpic Gold
Medal i st Kobe Bryant.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

It's -- you know, we rise on a
solem note today to recognize the life of
M . Kobe Bryant. And, you know, January 26th, it
was weird. Like | generally don't cone up here
on Sundays, but we had a really early neeting on
Monday so | was getting ready to cone up. And ny
phone just started lighting up. | feel |ike I
got nore calls and text messages than when | got
el ected or when either one of ny kids were born.
And t hey were saying that Kobe Bryant had passed

away .
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And at first | didn't believe it. I

didn't want to believe it, to be honest with you.

It was in like ny cousin's group chat -- | talk
about group chats a lot -- and there was
something fromTMZ. And like, I'"mnot -- |'m not
dealing with that. | got call after call and
call after call, and it just -- it seened to be
real .

And that affected nme, not only
because it was just -- it wasn't just a celebrity
passi ng away, it was sonebody that people in ny
age range, M. President, believed that we kind
of knew him You know, he was on NBA Inside
Stuff with Ahmad Rashad, and he used to rap with
Tyra Banks and Brian MKnight. He actually had a
few rap songs. Kobe can flowa little bit. |If
you're really interested, you should go back and
listen to him He wasn't bad. He actually was
pretty good, M. President.

But what really got ne was when
was driving up and I'mlistening to sports radio
on the way up. And there had been runors that
hi s daughter was on the helicopter as well. And
when that was confirmed, that really, for ne,

crystallized it as a where-were-you nonent in ny
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life.

You know, | nentioned that he was
sonmebody who -- we saw he took Brandy to the
prom right. He was on nore episodes of Myesha
than we care to renmenber. He was sonebody t hat
was kind of a part of our generation in terns of
pop cul ture.

Yes, 18-tinme All-Star, MP -- |
don't know how he won nore than -- he only won
one MVP. They gave the other MVP to Steve Nash.
Not hi ng agai nst Steve Nash, but Kobe shoul d have
got that other MWWP. Two-tine Gold Medalist. His
first points that he ever scored were in the
Garden, Madi son Square Garden. And obviously, as
a Knicks fan, you hope that it woul d have been
for us as opposed to against us, but it wasn't.
And that was a |ifelong appreciation of Kobe as
an incredible athlete.

February 2nd of 2009 was his -- sone
of us in New York called it his "Roger Maris

ganme, " because he had 61 points, and at that tine
that was the nost points that had ever been
scored in Madi son Square Garden by an opponent.
And | renmenber watching that game like it was

yesterday. The fadeaways -- and he nodel ed his
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gane after Jordan. And Kobe perfected his
fadeaway. M ke Jordan becane Fadeaway M ke after
he was Air Jordan. Kobe was doing fadeaways in
his prine.

And | just renenber the show that he
put on in the Garden. And if you | ook on social
nmedi a, he signed the scorecard for that gane and
gave it to Spi ke Lee, noted Knicks fan, and said:
Spi ke, this {expletive} is your fault. Because
Spi ke used to talk to himat half court, but --
or court side, | should say. And it's one of
t hose things where you just renenber where you
were at.

Fourth overall in NBA scoring. And
| guess the cruel irony is that the night before
he passed away was when LeBron Janmes overtook him
as the fourth | eading scorer in NBA history in
Kobe' s honet own of Phil adel phia. And one of his
homet owns, you shoul d say, because he grew up in
Italy. And that shows the -- what intelligence
is. Kobe Bryant didn't go to college, as nany of
us know, but he spoke three | anguages fluently:
Engl i sh, Spanish and Italian. And he dabbled in
Chi nese and CGerman, | believe, as well. He was a

wor | dl'y individual w thout ever attending
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col | ege, which shows us what truly intelligence
iS.

Sonme other things that | will note
about Kobe, about sneaker culture. I'ma big
sneakerhead, as they say. And the Flightposit,
the Ni ke Flightposits canme out, they cane out in
nmetallic gold and netallic purple, because
primarily they were trying to woo Kobe Bryant
into signing with Nike. And there's like a
special edition of a Flightposit that had Iike a
Kobe tag on it.

But he ultimately went to Adidas and
had his first sneakers, called the Crazy 8s.
They were nice sneakers.

But what happened around 2006, 2007
when he went back to N ke, he started wearing
| ow-tops again. And that was really -- you know,
it was revolutionary. Because those of us who
pl ay basketball, or try to play basketball, we
were always told that don't wear |owtop
sneakers, you're going to hurt your ankles.

Ckay, and they use to play in the
Pumas back in the day, when Clyde Frazier -- but
nobody in the nodern NBA had attenpted to wear

| ow-tops. Kobe brought those back. And now you
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see the KDs, G annis Antetokounnpos, the Pau
Ceorges. A lot of NBA players are wearing

| ow-t op shoes, and Kobe kind of brought those
back into style.

You know, | had two pairs of -- |
still have, actually, two pairs of Kobe 5s. And
really | have so many sneakers that | don't wear
them out, but |I've worn out the bottons of those
sneakers so nuch because -- big Kobe fan, and
they were really light and responsive, and they
were perfect for playing basketball. So it shows
that he was on to sonething.

He was really on to sonething in his
post-NBA career. He won an Oscar for "Dear
Basketball." He was sonebody who many of us know
as a pop culture reference. And | don't know, |
don't care where you're at, what you were doing,
if you're balling up a piece of paper, at one
point in your life you balled up a piece of paper
(gesturing throw) and said "Kobe!™ | know you
di d.

And we -- because actually the week
bef ore he passed away, at the State Police gym
where we play basketball on Tuesdays, on a couple

of fadeaways that | -- one that | nade, one that
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| mssed, | definitely uttered a coupl e of
"Kobes!"™ It's not going to go away, and
shoul dn't go away.

But the thing that got nme the nost
about his post-basketball career was that he was
a father. And even on LeBron James's renarks at
the first Laker game that they had since he
passed away, he nentioned that, Yeah, he was a
great player, but in the |ast three years you saw
that he was the best dad that we've ever got to
see.

You know, being the father of
daughters is special. M. President, you know
full well how special it is. There's a special
bond between father and daughter. And there
seened to be an even nore special bond between
Kobe and G anna, his daughter that unfortunately
was Wi th himwhen -- when -- you know, when the
hel i copt er went down.

And maybe that's why |I'mjust so
still taken aback by this. Mybe it's the
f at herhood aspect. Maybe it's because | saw him
grow up, or | grew up while Kobe was grow ng up
But that fatherhood piece, seeing clips of his

daughter enmulating himin so many ways on the
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court. And to nme, you know, there -- | can't

i mgi ne anything, as a father, not being -- being
power | ess when your child is facing sonething as
tragi c as death.

And that's what | really want to
stress to everybody. It's bigger than basket bal
and bigger than his career, his |egacy, his nane,
anything like that. He was a father. He was a
per son who understood fam |y and cared for his
famly.

And this should just remnd you to
gi ve people their flowers while they can snel
them man. Like you just don't know what tine
you have left. |If you | ove sonebody, tell them
you | ove them [|If you appreciate sonebody, tel
them that you appreciate them Because the next
time mght not be the next time. That may not
happen.

He was supposed to hel p Dwi ght
Howard in the dunk contest that's comng up this
Al -Star Wekend com ng up. He nentored so nany
young players in the NBA. Shaquille O Neal's son
got a tattoo about him He did so many things
that you can read that |I'mnot going to take the

ti me and bel abor the point any further.
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But just, you know, |ove the people
that you love, and tell themthat you | ove them
Because at sone point you' re not going to be able
to tell themthat anynore.

And he was sonebody that we | ooked
up to. M. President, we've got to do just one.
{Bal ling paper and throwi ng.} Kobe!

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
February 4th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: In that case |
nove to adjourn -- {deliberately ripping paper in
hal f} --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- until Monday,
February 10th, at 3:00 p.m -- {ripping paper in
hal f} --
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- intervening
days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 10th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
being |l egislative days {ripping paper in half}.

(Laughter.)

(Wher eupon, at 12:18 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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