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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W have
wi th us today Rabbi Yisroel Kahan, from G zrim
Jewi sh Council in Mnsey.

Rabbi .

RABBI KAHAN: Good afternoon.

Thank you, Senator Carlucci, for the
invitation. It's a great honor.

In Judai smwe are taught to hold a
high regard for |law and order. As our sages tel
us: Pray for the well-being of governnent, for
inits absence, nen woul d swal | ow one anot her
alive.

These are troubling tinmes that we
live in today, barely 75 years after the
l'i beration of Auschwitz, and antisemtismis on
the rise again. The eyes of New Yorkers are upon
you to pass legislation for a better and brighter

t onor r ow.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

479

As the Tal mud says, "He who saves
one life is as if he has saved the world entire.”
And t he reasoning behind it being that all the
good deeds that the person will do fromtoday on
will be attributed to the rescuer.

So whether you're passing laws to
i nprove education, additional resources for those
battling, struggling with nmental ill ness,
provi di ng security for houses of worship and
schools, or, as later today, you will be passing
St ephen's Law, in nenory of Stephen Canastraro,
which will inprove communi cati on between -- with
the famlies of those struggling with substance
abuse addiction, you are the saviors of New York
You are our heroes.

And so | will recite a prayer that
we do every Saturday in the synagogue: He who
has bl essed our fathers Abraham |saac and Jacob,
may He bl ess the nmenbers of this chanber, al ong
with all bodies of government, and may all those
who engage with the needs of the public
faithfully, nmay He reward them abundantly, nay He
cast away fromthemall illness, may He
rejuvenate their bodies, and nay He bestow grace

and prosperity in all their endeavors.
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And |l et us all say anen.

(Response of "Amen".)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 3, 2020, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, February 2,
2020, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we begin by taking up Resolution 2690, by
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, read it inits
entirety, and recogni ze Leader Stewart-Cousins on

the resol ution.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2690, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, nenorializing
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim
February 2020 as Black History Month in the State
of New York.

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month,
previ ously known as Negro Hi story Wek, was
founded by Dr. Carter G Wodson, and was first
cel ebrated on February 1, 1926; since 1976, it
has beconme a nationally recognized nont h-1ong
cel ebration, held each year during the nonth of
February to acknow edge and pay tribute to
African- Aneri cans negl ected by both society and
t he history books; and

"WHEREAS, The nonth of February
observes the rich and diverse heritage of our
great state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month seeks
to enphasi ze black history is American history;
and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack History Month is a
time to reflect on the struggles and victories of

African- Areri cans throughout our country's
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hi story and to recogni ze their nunerous val uabl e
contributions to the protection of our denocratic
society in war and in peace; and

"WHEREAS, Sone African-Anerican
pi oneers whose many acconplishnments, all of which
t ook place during the nonth of February, went
unnoti ced, as well as numerous synbolic events in
February that deserve to be nenorialized
i nclude: John Sweat Rock, a noted Boston | awer
who becanme the first African-Anerican admtted to
argue before the U S. Suprene Court on
February 1, 1865, and the first African-American
to be received on the floor of the U S House of
Represent ati ves; Jonathan Jasper Wight, the
first African-Anerican to hold a major judicia
position, who was elected to the South Carolina
Suprene Court on February 1, 1870; President
Abr aham Li ncol n submts the proposed 13th
Amendnent to the U S. Constitution, abolishing
slavery, to the states for ratification on
February 1, 1865; civil rights protester Jimmie
Lee Jackson dies fromwounds inflicted during a
protest on February 26, 1965, leading to the
historic Sel ma, Al abama, civil rights

denonstrations, including Bl oody Sunday, in which
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600 denonstrators, including Martin Luther King,
Jr., were attacked by police; Autherine J. Lucy
became the first African-Anerican student to
attend the University of Al abama, on February 3,
1956; she was expelled three days later 'for
her own safety' in response to threats froma
nmob; in 1992, Autherine Lucy Foster graduated
fromthe university with a master's degree in
education, the sanme day her daughter, G azia
Foster, graduated with a bachelor's degree in
Corporate finance; the Negro Baseball League was
founded on February 3, 1920; Jack Johnson, the
first African-Anmerican World Heavywei ght Boxi ng
chanpion, won his first title on February 3,
1903; and Reginald F. Lewis, born on Decenber 7,
1942, in Baltinore, Maryland, received his |aw
degree from Harvard Law School in 1968, and was a
partner in Murphy, Thorpes & Lewis, the first
black law firmon Wall Street, and in 1989, he
becanme president and CEO of TLC Beatrice
| nternati onal Food Conpany, the |argest
bl ack- owned business in the United States; and
"WHEREAS, In recognition of the
vast contributions of African-Anmericans, a joyful

nmont h-1ong cel ebration is held across New York
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State and across the United States, with many
comenorative events to honor and display the
cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and
"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
commends the African-American community for
preserving, for future generations, its
centuries-old traditions that benefit us all and
add to the color and beauty of the tapestry which
is our American society; now, therefore, be it
"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mFebruary
2020 as Black History Month in the State of
New York; and be it further
"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, and to the events
commenor ating Black H story Month throughout
New York State."
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins on the
resol ution.
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you

so much, M. President.
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And | want to thank Rabbi Yisroe
Kahan for your prayer today. 1It's good to see
you, fromnmy native -- ny neighbor, as we're
West chester County and | know you' re Rockl and.

And, M. President, every year |'m
proud at this tine to honor African-American
culture and history during this special nonth.
Not only because |I'm African-American, but
because it shines a |ight on American history.
And again, | recognize the rabbi because ny
remar ks have so nmuch to do with what's gone on
over the past couple of nonths.

You know, over these past few nonths
our state and country reeled follow ng the
horrific acts of antisemtism and sone
unfortunately by African-Anmericans. And | was
repeat edly asked at nenorah |ightings why was
there not nore attention paid to the shared
experiences of the black and Jew sh conmunities
in the struggle for justice.

You know, | knew that Dr. King's
1965 march on Sel ma was significant for so many
reasons, but al so because he linked armin arm
wi th Rabbi Heschel, forcing the nation to

acknow edge the exclusion of black Anericans from
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the equality prom sed in our Constitution.

| was acutely aware of the critical
i nvol venent of the Jewi sh community in the
foundi ng of the NAACP, which happened right here
in New York.

And | also knew of Dr. King's
unequi vocal and out spoken support of Jew sh
peopl e as he rebuked Hitler. Dr. King fanously
said, and | quote, "W should never forget that
everything Adolf Hitler did in Germany was | egal,
and everything the Hungarian freedomfighters did
in Hungary was illegal. It was illegal to aid
and confort a Jewin Htler's Germany. Even so
|"msure that had | lived in Gernany at the tine,
| woul d have ai ded and conforted nmy Jew sh
brothers."

Sadly, it was shared oppression,
dehurmani zati on and margi nal i zati on that brought
t oget her bl acks and Jews in a struggle to make
Anerica and the world recall and condem
injustice and inequality.

So with that thought, | asked ny
friend and Jewi sh Senator Shelley Mayer, whose
district is intertwined with mne, to work with

me on an educational project. She agreed, and
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because it is an educational endeavor, we engaged
one of the schools where we shared nutua
constituents.

The neeting at the school took
pl ace, and | was anazed that there was a
di scussi on about whether or not we should
actually celebrate Black Hi story Month at all.
You have sonme kids who argue it's insulting that
t he acconplishnments of blacks are relegated to
one nonth, and the information was very often
redundant -- sanme nanes, sane stories.

In the end, we assured themthat
al though this was being initiated during Bl ack
Hi story Month, it was an inportant enough
project, an inportant enough subject matter to be
shared | ong after the nonth, because the
achi evenments of black America and the
partnershi ps because of our belief in the
denocracy and the ideals of this country are
very, very inportant.

So |"mpersonally grateful to
Dr. Carter G Whodson for his insistence on
setting aside the nonth of February. As was said
in the resolution, it was initially a week, but

it was February because it celebrated the birth
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of Abraham Lincoln and the birth of Frederick
Dougl ass. That's why February was naned.

And it was inportant to really
acknow edge the acconplishments of a community
who, in our founding docunents, were classified
as three-fifths of a person. That thinking
al l owed for the system c exclusion and
appropriation of black contributions in Anerica.
And we are still battling that thinking in 2020.

As a nation, we should be told,
rem nded t hat blacks invented many of the things
we use every day: That Garrett Morgan invented
the technology for the traffic light, and
Frederick Jones invented refrigerated trucks, and
Sar ah Boone invented the ironing board.

Dr. Patricia Bath, nore recently, groundbreaking
cataract treatnent through | aser surgery.

W shoul d hear the nanmes of
Soj ourner and Harry and Ida and Shirley and
Const ance Baker Mdtley, who was the first
African-American Senator who served in this
chanber. W should hear about Martin and Mal col m
and Frederick Dougl ass, who the president seened
to have thought was still alive |ast year.

Today, in a world teaming with
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information and m sinformation, it's sonetines
hard for our new generation to imagine a tine in
Ameri ca when bl ack people were forbidden to read
or, just alittle nore than 50 years ago, attend
school with whites in the South. It's hard to

i mgine a tinme when black famlies were separated
and sold off to work for other people's profits.
Bl ack Hi story Month forces us to be rem nded of

t hese not-too-distant historic realities.

Bl ack history also gives context to
what we see today. When we see children
separated fromtheir famlies, when we see
i nt ergenerational poverty and over-incarceration
of black and brown bodies, it is contextual.

Bl ack Hi story Month serves as a
rem nder that our stories are not always rooted
in pain, but the story of African-Anericans in
Anerica is al so one of perseverance, ingenuity,
strength, courage and resilience. W celebrate
bl ack history because bl ack activism has hel ped
pave the way for others, other mnorities, to
have equal opportunities here in Anerica. Black
history is Amrerican history. |Its lessons, its
partnershi ps should be | earned and repeated and

under st ood daily.
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When t hi nki ng about why it's
inmportant to celebrate Black Hi story Month, |'m
rem nded of a quote by Al exis de Tocqueville:
"The greatness of Anerica lies not in being nore
enl i ghtened than any other nation, but rather in
her ability to repair her faults."

African- Amreri can conmunity has hel ped repair
t hose faults.

As we recogni ze Black Hi story Mnth
| hope that we keep cel ebrating, keep |eading,
keep | earning, keep advanci ng our march towards
justice for all as we echo the resolve of our
Jewi sh brothers and sisters: Never again

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

That will be an incredibly difficult
act to follow, Madam Leader. You set the tone
for us in many ways in our conference, and |
t hank you so much for being you and al so j ust
bei ng part of black history. You see, Black
Hi story Month isn't just about MK, it's about
ASC. In the other chanber it's about CEH It's

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

491

about Vel manette Montgonery. |It's about that
three-fifths conprom se that we spoke about.
Now, three-fifths of the statew de | eaders are
African-American. That's the way we turn a
three-fifths conpronmise on its head here in the
State of New York.

It's about lifting every voice and
singing. Only the first verse, though.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Because you know
what happens after the first verse of "Lift Every
Voice and Sing." There's a |ot of hunm ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: It's know ng about
t hose | egendary names and their acconplishnents,
but it's also knowi ng about sonebody named Syl via
Ri chardson Hol der. Now, you m ght be wondering
who Sylvia Richardson Hol der -- and pl ease don't
Googl e her just yet.

June 22, 2015, fromthe Ral ei gh News
& Cbserver, telling a story in pictures in
Johnson County Revisited, the newest addition to
Arcadi a Publishing's I mages of America series:

"H Smith Richardson of Vick Chem cal Conpany

reconnects in the 1940s with his famly's aged
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former slave, Sylvia Richardson Holder, who is
said to have had a hand in concocting the VapoRub
t hat becanme an American househol d name foll ow ng
VWrld War |."

Now, even while in slavery, people
who were thought to be inferior, they canme up
with products that we use to this day. And I
want to illustrate that we're not that far
removed from sl avery.

Now, why is Sylvia Ri chardson Hol der
inmportant to me? Well, Sylvia Richardson Hol der
was t he nother of Cora Hol der Bail ey, the nother
of UT. Bailey, who was the father of J.T.

Bai l ey, who was the father of Stanley Bailey, who
was ny father. M great-great-great-grandnot her
was a slave -- 117 years old, born in 1835,
passing away in 1952, a year before ny father was
bor n.

W' re not that far renoved from
slavery. So for those who |ike to say "Get over
it,” we're not that far renoved from sl avery.

Not that nmany generations away.
Gr eat - gr eat - gr eat - gr andnot her .
Now, | illustrate that brief famly

hi story not just to say that the Vick Conpany
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probably owes us a little bit of noney because ny
great - great - great - grandnot her canme up with
VapoRub - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: W're going to
| ook into that, M. President.

But plain and sinple, black history
is Arerican history. There is no substitution,
there is no difference. Black history and
Aneri can history, period, point blank. People
nmust | earn about bl ack history because you have
to understand that in the fallacy of this
post-racial America, we still suffer fromthe
vestiges of slavery every day: Mass
i ncarceration, food insecurity, |ack of
heal t hcare, subpar education. And these all stem
from sl avery.

You see, if anybody is interested,
we can speak later. And | have her birth
certificate here. Very interesting to see how we
were considered in that day and tinme. Col ored.
Negroid. Bills of sale. Bills of sale of
humans, a hundred and some years ago. W are not
that far renoved.

So on a lighter note, | asked ny
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father and many people in ny famly group chat --
and those of us who have fanmi |y group chats, we
know how they can get. So | asked, What does

bl ack history nean to you?

My father: 1It's the recognition
that bl ack people -- their history, their culture
and their blood, sweat and tears -- are

i nextricably woven into the fabric of America's
past, present and future.

My aunt Barbara: After teaching for
over 30 years, |'ve concluded that since the
majority of ny students were black, and that nost
of the grandparents had a Sout hern background,

t hought that | should have been preaching to the
choir. Black Hi story Month should be a bl ack
studi es course that is taught starting in mddle
school and part of the curriculumat all grade

| evel s, so that people of all backgrounds wl|l

| earn of the contributions that we nade to

buil ding this country.

Bl ack history, to ne, is ny
ancestors, like Sylvia Richardson Hol der, born a
sl ave but persevered to be over a hundred years
old. Black history is now and will be engrained

in this country whet her peopl e accept us or not.
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You see, even if you don't directly
see the struggle, we all have a front row seat.
Twenty-one years ago on this date, Amadou Diallo
was taken away from us, because he was bl ack and
had a wal | et.

Today i s Rosa Parks' birthday,
anot her leader in the civil rights novenent that
we speak about. We're grateful for her snall
action that becane so big in our society.

Speaki ng of front row seats, on the
heel s of the Super Bow , when we wonder why 12
bl ack quarterbacks started ganes in the NFL this
year -- a unani nous MVP of the regul ar season,

t he Super Bowl MP and an of fensive coordi nator
who hel ped win the Super Bow -- but not one
person of color got a head coaching job this
whol e season. That's a problem So we've tried
j ust speaking up. Because as Brother Ml col m put
it: Education is our passport to the future, for
t omorrow bel ongs to the people who prepare for it
t oday.

Now, education isn't just
traditional education, it's about know edge,
knowl edge of the role that black fol ks played in

our society. As | often do, | learn every day,
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M. President, | learn through the |ens of ny
daughters. So here's today's G ada and Carina
nmonent .

So I"'min the car the other day, and
"' msaying, "Hey, G ada, Black History Month is
comi ng up in school, you're going to start
| earning things.” And she's like: "Wll, what's
that?" And she goes, "I think |I heard sonething
about it," on YouTube or Nick Jr. or Disney Jr.
or one of these channels. 1'mlike, "Al right.
Well, one, you have too nuch screen tinme. W've
got to cut that down. And the second thing is
l"mgoing to explain to you what it is.”

| said, "Black H story Month is
where we cel ebrate the acconplishnents of great
African- Aneri cans who have affected history."
And wi t hout skipping a beat, she says: "Dad,
like nme?" "Absolutely like you." So Carina is
there, and Carina is not going to be outdone.
“"Me too, Dad. |I'mgreat.”

So obviously nme and ny wife aren't
Nick Jr., but we're doing sonething okay.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: Qur kids are that

passport to the future that we spoke about, that
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Mal col m X spoke about.

And then she said, "Well, are there
ot her great African-Anericans?" So we go down a
list of people, and she's like, "Well, what about
Pa?" That's ny dad. "Yeah." "What about
G andma?" "Sure." So for the next 15 m nutes
she starts nam ng everybody that she knows that's
a great African-Anmerican person. Because in her
mnd, we're all great.

And that's the nessage that we
shoul d be | earning about in Black Hi story Month.
We all have greatness within us. Sonme people's
greatness is in certain areas, while others are
great in others. But there is greatness in al
of us.

And it is incunbent upon us to have
Bl ack Hi story Month so that peopl e understand not
only the struggle, but the triunph thereafter.
And we still have lots of firsts com ng up
W' ve done so nuch, but there's still so nuch
nore to do.

|"mgrateful for this opportunity to
sit inthis body. I|I'mgrateful for Black Hi story
Month. And even though |I can't sing, we lift

every voi ce and sing.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: | ask you,
M. President, to never have ne go in back of ny
col | eague. But |1'm back, | nust go.

| want to thank our |eader for
under standi ng and -- understandi ng the necessity
of this, and | applaud her for this resolution.

M. President, | have faith in
Anerica. | have a great faith that one day we're
going to get it right and we're going to be at
such a place where these curricul uns of everybody

is finally going to be put into one conpl ete book

on Anmerican history. | have faith that that day
will come. That day, sadly, is not today. But
have faith that that day will cone.

| still think that we're not so far

fromArturo Schonmburg. You may know the nane;
he's the creator of the Schomburg Library,
arguably the greatest library on black history in
the world, who got into it because his teacher
told himthat "You blacks have no history, none
at all." And he set out to collect and di sprove

that notion. So we're not that far fromit where
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Carter G Wodson was able to create such a day.
But as ny col | eague before nme said,
bl ack history is Anerican history. And American
history is black history. You cannot fully
understand Anmerican history -- it's like trying
to understand Anerican history w thout | ooking at
Ceorge W -- WA -- Ceorge Wallace? Mn H mtoo.
Yes, himtoo -- George Washi ngton, Al exander
Ham [ ton. |magine trying to understand American

hi story and taking out all of these people. You

cheat yourself. You'll never get the idea right.
In fact, I'lIl showit to you rea
qui ckly. Everyone -- as ny colleague said, this

is the birthday of Rosa Parks. Everyone has seen
that fanmous picture of Rosa Parks sitting in the
bus not noving, and standing up by sitting down.
But if you |ook at that picture carefully, you'l
see a white gentleman sitting right behind her.
Careful, now. That white guy was from New York
for one. He just happened to be on the bus. And
he stayed on the bus to make sure that she wasn't
beaten to a pulp. He's actually a Jew sh

gentl eman, also. He stayed on the bus to just
make sure.

You see, by focusing on one, you
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have to | ook at the whole. This is true American
history, the history of all of us, if you read,
if we just are taught right, which we're not.

| contend that by just |ooking at
it, if you scratch a Nazi, you're going to find a
racist. |If you scratch a racist, you're going to
find a Nazi. Those types of thinking go
together. W beat the Nazis once; we'll beat
them again, if need be. 1'mtalking Anrerica.

And the world, for that matter, but |I'mtalking
Aneri ca.

You see, we have to learn so that we
don't repeat these errors over and over. Had the
wor | d popul ati on stopped the fasci sts when they
wer e i nvadi ng Ethiopia and now Nam bia, we m ght
not have had the Hol ocaust.

W are in all this together. W
don't have a choice here. W have to share this
pl anet. Therefore, we need to understand that.

| know that one day we're going to
have the ability to get real American history so
t hat we can have a real Anmerican future. That
day seens troubled today, M. President, as |
conclude. That day seens troubled today while we

have so many peopl e dividing us and findi ng ways
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to say who is an American and who is not. And

t hat beconmes so ever-nore picayune.

| will say this. | have faith in
the youth of America. | have faith that by
understanding history -- and | encourage all of

us to study everyone's history. Start with black
hi story, but everyone's history and their
contribution to America. And by then, we can
really claimthe great distinction of being part
of the Anerican famly.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to thank our |eader, the
Majority Leader of the Senate, Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, a historic figure in her own
right, as the first wonan | eader of this house,
for bringing forth this annual resol ution.

| also rise to declare that Bl ack
Hi story Month is February, but black history is
made every day, 365, 24/7. CQur history is being
made each and every day here in New York State

and around the worl d.
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But the nmonth of February being
designated as Black H story Month provides us an
opportunity to reflect on our history,
particularly on the struggles that we have al
endured, and how we as bl ack Anmericans as a
collective, as we as imigrants as a coll ective,
remain resolute in our fight for freedom
justice, and basic fairness throughout centuries.

Oten we highlight notable
i ndi vi dual s who have risen to great heights in
acadenm a, governnent, business, athletics,
entertai nment and other fields. M district,
Sout heast Queens in particular, has been home to
sonme of the iconic nanes in black history:

WE.B. Dubois, Ella Fitzgerald, Count Basie, John
Col trane, Eddie "Lockjaw' Davis, Jackie Davidson,
Jacki e Robi nson, Lena Horne, LL Cool J,
Run-D.M C., to name a few.

| could keep goi ng, because we have
a |l ot of product in Southeast Queens, and product
that's happening every day. In fact, | nmet two
young peopl e today that get up at 4:30 in the
norning just to get fromone part of Queens to
anot her part because they want to be the next

bl ack heroes of our tine.
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Oten we have a |l ot of |ocal heroes
in Queens -- civil rights | eaders |ike Stokely
Carm chael and Roy W1 kins, who was a Queens
resident; tennis player and coach Wlliam (Bill)
Briggs; Human Ri ghts Comm ssioner for New York
City Kenneth Drew, the dean of Southeast Queens,
Archi e Spigner, one of the first black
entrepreneurs cityw de; Larry Cormer, who we
| ost this year. W had our own Erin Brockovi ch,
who we lost this year, Linda Hazel, who pointed
out that the Jamaica water supply was
cont am nat ed before anybody knew it and saved
t housands of people's |lives because now Sout heast
Queens is being taken care of by city water
i nstead of Jammica water. And ny personal angel
Dor ot hy Harvey, who nade sure that | got el ected
when | first ran for office.

They are just indicative of the
t housands of people in ny district that have
transforned lives and lifted entire comunities
through their commtnment to the success of
younger generations behi nd them

We take pride in the acconplishnents
of our ancestors as well as our brothers and

sisters today, because we know that in our
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soci ety black wonen and bl ack nen invariably nust
wor k harder in order to achieve equa
recognition. W simlarly take pride in our own
acconpl i shnments and those of our forebears and
our grandparents and those before us because they
too struggled to build our communities, provide
for us, and | eave us with nore opportunity than
t hey were ever given.

|"m proud to represent one of the
strongest African-Anerican and Cari bbean
communities in the entire country. | have often
said that | represent the best district in
New York State --

UNI DENTI FI ED SENATOR: Huh.

SENATOR COWVRI E: "Huh" vyoursel f.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: -- al ongsi de ot her
el ected and conmunity | eaders who, despite the
di versity of our backgrounds and upbri ngi ng,
share a common history. M success and good
fortune is only made possible by the conmunity
that | amso bl essed to have been raised in and
now represent here in Al bany.

Hi ghlighting the exenplary

contri butions of African-Anericans shouldn't be
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[imted to one nonth. However, | think the best
way to honor the history of African-Anerican
acconplishnment is to continue to foster a climte
in New York State that facilitates nore bl ack
achi evenment in the future.

Passi ng stronger MABE policy,
mandati ng diversity in our schools and in the
prof essional world, conbating the systemc
econonmi ¢ inequality that continues to hanper the
financial well-being of black fam|lies are ways
that we can do this every day of the year

| also want to take tine and thank
t he Governor for allowing a conm ssion to
research the 400 years of history in New York
State to cone forward. |1'mglad of the fact that
he wanted to own the conm ssion and take
responsi bility for making sure that we nove
around the state and find out our history, that
we can talk to every part of New York State and
find out those people that we're part of, making
sure that New York had a black history.

New York, as you know, was part of
t he novenent to nove people fromthe South to the
North. W have burial grounds. W have people

that were part of this history that we need to
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highlight and illum nate, hopefully eventually in
our school curriculumin New York State. So |
want to take tinme to thank the Governor for

all owi ng that to happen.

| hope this nmonth that we will all
take time to reflect on the distinct, inportant,
and sobering history of people throughout our
state and our country and cel ebrate the unbounded
contributions of black people past and present.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President.

Ladi es and gentlenen, we've actually
reached that part of the program where
essentially everything has been said, but not
everybody has said it.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: But let nme just
associate nyself with all of the coments that
were made today. | think that they're really
inmportant. |'mgoing to keep nmy comments
relatively short, particularly given nme and ny

penchants for hyperbole.
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That being said, this is areally
i mportant nmonth for not just African-Anericans,
but for Anerica -- and really not even just for
America anynore, but really for the world, a tine
in which we renenber the achi evenents of people
of African descent.

One of the first things to renenber
about Bl ack History Month or African-Anerican
Hi story Month, that it's not just about the
acconpl i shnents of people of African descent once
t hey' ve reached the New Wrld. That the history
of peopl e of African-Anmerican descent doesn't
begin in 1619 in Jamestown, Virginia, but begins
on the continent of Africa. That it's inportant
when you start to study the history of
African- Anmeri can peopl e that you renenber that
peopl e of African descent were the first people
on this earth. Not saying they're better, just
first.

So when you | ook at Austral opithecus
pi t hecus, the very first humanoid that they ever
found, found on the continent of Africa. But
what's inportant is not that the first person is
found there, but the |ast person is also found

there. So when you see Honp sapi ens sapi ens,
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they're also first found on the continent of
Afri ca.

Then Africa becomes inportant
because it is the cradle of civilization. Then
it becones the beginning of everything that we
under st and about politics, econom cs, science,
mat hemat i cs, astrol ogy, astronony, architecture.
It all began on the continent of Africa.

And so that when you see people
tal ki ng about, you know, people were slaves --
and I'mgoing to disagree with my coll eague
Senator Bailey for a mnute, because his
great - great - great - grandnot her, you know, wasn't a
sl ave. She was an African person who happened to
be in bondage. Slavery is a nentality. And I
woul d put forward to this body that African
peopl e never were slaves. Yes, you know, forced
i nto bondage, forced into servitude, but always
kept the spirit to fight.

And so we call on the spirit now of
Nat Turner and Denmark Vesey and Gabriel Prosser
and all those unknown and unheard people who
fought their captors tooth and nail fromthe very
monment. And that you saw within the context of

the slave trade, right, a beginning of what's
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called the Maafa -- or, if you want to, in
Anerican ternms, the African Hol ocaust -- where
roughly 200 mllion people were killed during the
transporting of people into bondage. Two hundred
mllion. And that's a conservative estinate.

That we understand the notion of
hol ocaust, as we start connecting with our Jew sh
brothers and sisters, the notion of holocaust --
not just of what happened in Germany and Pol and
and ot her parts of Europe, but understand it as a
noral description, not a specific event. Because
t here have been many peopl e who have gone through
hol ocausts. And we have to understand in those
contexts that what happened to Jews in that
peri od and what happened to African people in
that period has al so happened to Native
Ameri cans, and can al so happen to ot her people.
That if we forget this nonth to renenber the
| essons of history, we're dooned to repeat them

One of the things that's inportant
about this nmonth is we reach into our cultural
ethos and we bring forward a synbol, out of
CGhana, of a bird | ooking backwards. That synbol
is called Sankofa. And Sankofa is the notion --

it literally means -- Sankofa, in Twi, anong the
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Akan people in Ghana, literally nmeans "to go
fetch." Right?

But the notion, as ny father would
say all the tine, he says, How do you know where
you're going if you don't know where you' ve been?
Ri ght? How do you know where you're going if you
don't know where you've been? And if you don't
know where you're going, any road will take you
t here.

That during African-Anerican Hi story
Month we're called on as a people to renenber
this history and renenber, as we study it -- and
| " m not just tal ki ng about people back in the
Senate, | nean all of us in this chanber, as we
study the history of people of African descent,
we are studying all of our history. Because
there is no place in this world that African
peopl e haven't inpacted the devel opnment of the
cul ture.

Some of you shoul d check out a
brot her nanmed |Ivan Van Sertim, who wote severa
books: African Presence in Early Asia, African
Presence in Early Europe, African Presence in
Early South Anerica -- sorry, in the Americas.

Ri ght ? They Cane Before Col unbus, we can go on
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and on. Right?

But there's no place in which there
hasn't been an inpact. Not to nention the things
t hat we've tal ked about in this chanber all the
time. There's only been two major nusical forns
devel oped, you know, in the beginning of the
devel opnment of this country, right, jazz and
hi p- hop, both out of the African ethos.

And so we renmenber Carter G
Wbodson, who in 1926 took his organization, the
Association for the Study of Negro Life and
Hi story, and took the work that he had spent his
life working on, the Journal of Negro History,
and began as a week, just as a beginning, just to
say, | ook, we've got to start tal king about this.
Because even at that point people were talking
about African people |ike they were tabula rasa;
that is, blank slates. Right?

Li ke we forget that the greatest
evil that was done by people to African people
here in this world was to tell themthat they had
no history, they had no culture, that they cone
fromnothing, that they were | ess than human.
Right? W | ook at works of anthropology like --

you know, many peopl e who have studi ed
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ant hropol ogy don't know that literally that the
field of anthropol ogy was actually created as a
scientific justification of the enslavenent of
African peopl e.

It actually began with skull
capacity tests in which they put seeds in
different skulls, took a black skull, took a
white skull, put smaller seeds in the white skul
and then counted the seeds and said there were
nore seeds in the white skull and thus there was
a greater cranial capacity and thus nore
intelligence, and then used the inverse to say
that African people were | ess than human.

We've got to renenber that history,
because that beconmes the basis, right, that fake
hi story and that fake science becones the basis
of how we create public policy.

And so we study this nmonth to
remenber who we are -- not just where we cane
from but to understand where we're going. To
understand that history is just the docunentation
of culture, of the devel opment of culture, and
that culture is nothing but the |iving
mani f estation of our history.

And | think that we will find, as
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many of us find as we talk to each other in this
room that as we understand this history, that
there's actually far nore that binds us than

di vi des us.

And so | challenge us all to spend
some time this year studying this particul ar
culture and this particular history, because |
think that this becones the basis for us to
understand a | ot of things about ourselves no
matter where we are. Because there's no place in
which we don't find that people of African
descent have inpacted those places or the
devel opnent of Anerican life and culture.

And so ny particular thanks to the
| eader today for bringing this resolution
forward, and certainly her comments were
expansi ve and exhausti ve.

And |I'm | ooking forward to the
continued work that we do in this chanber to
continue to honor the history of people of
African descent and to nmake sure that everyone
has an opportunity to live their lives and to
continue a history that rejects the oppression
that we have seen anobngst people across the

St at e.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Vell, I'mtold |
must filibuster until tonorrow norning, so get
ready. Joking. Joking.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR JACKSON: But seriously,
with regards to the resolution and cel ebrati on of
Bl ack H story Month, | want to give you a little
story about nyself and ny famly. And it's not
going to take |long, seriously.

|"mstill trying to find the history
of ny famly. So | go on all of the census
docunents and what have you. M daughter, ny
ol dest daughter, is helping me. And so we have
traced our famly back about five generations
into Athens, Georgia.

And if you know anyt hi ng about
At hens, Georgia, going way back -- that's the
Uni versity of Georgia right now. But going way
back, you had a fam |y, especially brothers, and
their last name was WIlingham And that was ny
famly's last name, WIllingham And WIIinghans

married into Jackson, and so that's why ny nane
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i s Jackson.

My grandnot her died at 22 years of
age during childbirth in Athens, Georgia. And so
my not her, who was 6 years old at the tine, and
her younger sister, an aunt from Chicago cane
back and took themto Chicago. And then an aunt
from New York went to Chicago and brought nmny
not her to New York, and that's how we wi nded up
t here.

But al so, going back as far as
| ooki ng at the census data to 1940, '30, '10,
1900, 1860, they only listed the owners and j ust
put the slave was either a fenale or a male, and
an approxi mate age. So you didn't know who it
was. And so even when doi ng sonme research trying
to find out where ny nother was when | took ny
daughter to apply for Spel man University down in
Ceorgia, | went to the city of Atlanta, Georgia,
and asked themto | ook up information about nmny
nother's birth. They said, Ckay, we have to go
to the col ored section, because that's what it
was referred to at that tine, the colored
section, you know. We were not black, they
referred to themas colored and other words that

are not very positive. So they didn't find
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anyt hi ng.

But also in |ooking at where ny
grandnot her is buried, she's buried at a col ored
cenmetery in Athens, Georgia. And so the
university students and the trustees, the third
or fourth trustees that were involved with it,

t hey said, W know where your grandnother -- the
area where she was buried at, but we don't know

her specific grave. And why? Because at that

time when you're po' -- you know what "po
means, right? Wen you' re poor and you're bl ack.
Basically, if you weren't rich, then you were

poor. And then froma Southern point of view,

you don't say "poor," you say "po'.

They said at that tinme they put a
stick in the ground with the name on it. So the
stick is not there anynore. But they know the
geogr aphi cal area.

And then looking at ny famly, ny
great-aunt, ny nother's aunt in Chicago -- ny
great-grandnother is buried in Chicago, because
my great-aunt was, | guess, the ol dest of the
famly, and they brought their nother to Chicago.

And ny great-uncle, who was a veteran of Wrld

War Il, is buried there also. So I'mlearning a
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little bit about my history, you know, in that
respect.

But | say to all of you that ny
nephew -- ny brother Donal d Jackson, his son is
named Donal d Jackson also. So he has a coupl e of
ki ds and what have you. And he texts ne one
time, and let me just read you the text. He
said: "Uncle Rob, your grand-niece had to wite
about a fanous bl ack person, so | told her she
had a fanous uncle."

And so this is a picture of her
hol ding up a picture of me, and I'll read what
she wote: "My uncle is a New York State
Senat or, and he hel ps people in his community."
That's what ny great-niece wote about ne.

So | say all that to say that, |oud
and clear, as Janes Brown has said, "Say it | oud,
|"mblack and I'mproud.” So all of you should
be proud of who you are and your famly's
history. And so all of us, inreality, are
brothers and sisters of the human race. And
that's what it is.

As-sal amu al aykum nmeans "peace be
upon all of you." Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Myrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,

M. President. | will be brief for as long as it
t akes.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MYRI E: No, in al
seriousness, ny coll eagues have said this much
nore el oquently than | can.

As we take this time to recognize
t he greatness of being black and being black in
this country, | would rem nd everyone here in the
chanber that we are still, as a people, under
siege. For every white woman that dies of a
pregnancy-rel ated condition, 12 black wonen die.
The nunber-one cause of death in young bl ack nen
is homcide. W have a foreclosure crisis that
hit the country pretty hard in 2008 that is stil
ravagi ng black communities today all over this
state. And in New York City, we still have the
nost segregated school systemin this entire
country.

So | would urge all of us, as we
cel ebrate the greatness of being black, that we
recogni ze the current pain and the current

tragedy that it is to be black in this country,
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and that we use that to bring our people up
collectively and do it together.

So | want to thank the |eader for
bringing this resolution, and | want to thank ny
col | eagues.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now take up Resol ution 2661, by
Senat or Metzger, read that resolution in its
entirety, and recogni ze Senator Mt zger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2661, by Senator Metzger, nenorializing Governor

Andrew M Cuonop to proclai mFebruary 22 through
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29, 2020, as FFA Wek in the State of New York.
"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to support and pronote the
hi storic and significant observance of Future
Farmers of America (FFA) Wek in the State of
New Yor k; and
"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud
to nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuono to
procl ai m February 22-29, 2020, as FFA Wek in the
State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National FFA Wek; and
"WHEREAS, The FFA notto -- Learning
to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to
Serve -- gives direction and purpose to those
students who take an active role in succeeding in
agricultural education and | eadership; and
"WHEREAS, Growi ng froma handful of
students fromagricultural classes who cane
together to form Future Farmers cl ubs throughout
the country in the 1920s, to an FFA nenbership of
100, 000 by 1935; today, the National FFA
organi zati on has nore than 610, 000 nmenbers in

nore than 7,600 chapters and enconpasses al
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50 states as well as Puerto Rico and the Virgin
| sl ands; and
"WHEREAS, FFA devel ops nenbers
potential and hel ps themto discover their talent
t hrough hands-on experiences, giving the tools
to achieve real -world success; these nenbers are
future chem sts, veterinarians, governnent
officials, entrepreneurs, bankers, international
busi ness | eaders, teachers, and prem er
prof essionals in many career fields; and
"WHEREAS, In the past year al one,
New Yor k FFA has experienced a 60 percent
i ncrease; they have been recogni zed as having the
hi ghest percentage of nenbership increase
nationally in 2019; with 12 new chapters in that
sanme year, that brings the total of new chapters
in the |ast few years to 41 across New York; and
"WHEREAS, The U.S. Departnent of
Educati on provi des | eadership and hel ps set
direction for the FFA as a service to state and
| ocal agricultural education prograns; and
"WHEREAS, In acconplishing its
m ssi on, FFA has nmade a positive difference in
the lives of students by devel oping their

potential for prem er |eadership, personal growth
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and career success through agricul tural
education, pronoting citizenship, volunteerism
patrioti smand cooperation; and
"WHEREAS, Agricultural education and
FFA ensure a steady supply of young professionals
to meet the growi ng needs in the science,
busi ness and technol ogy of agriculture; and
"WHEREAS, Agricultural education in
New York affects and instructs students in al
parts of the state, and through their efforts,
the officers and nenbers of New York FFA are
achieving increased | evels of national
recognition for thenselves, and their schools and
comunities, as well as New York agriculture; and
"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and appl aud t he
| eaders of commerce and i ndustry whose
acconpl i shnents contribute to the econom c health
and prosperity of the comunities of the State of
New York and to the quality of life of its
peopl e; now, therefore, be it
"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim

February 22-29, 2020, as FFA Wek in the State of
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New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Metzger on the resol ution.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
M. President.

Wth great pleasure | rise today to
sponsor this resolution proclaimng February 22nd
to 29th to be Future Farners of Anerica Wek in
the State of New York.

W have a lot to be proud of here in
New York. As you heard in the resolution, we are
| eadi ng the nation in nmenbership gains in FFA
We nearly -- well, nenbership clinbed in just
three years from4,300 to 7,000, which is a huge
achi evenent .

| was very proud that ny children's
school district, the Rondout Valley School
District, was one of 12 new FFA chapters in
New York. Young women are increasingly in
| eadership roles in FFA across the state, and

represent 45 percent of New York FFA nenbers. W
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have the statew de | eadership here, and it | ooks
i ke they represent about 50 percent. | think we
have nore work to do in this chanber; you're a
nodel for us.

| want to nmention |I'mvery proud
this past year one of the FFA chapters in ny
district, the Del aware Acadeny, received the
New York State Chapter of the Year Award fromthe
New York State Agricultural Society in G ange for
their diverse programng, fromtheir maple
sugaring and sap house enterprise, their advocacy
for the dairy industry, to their school garden
that contributes fresh vegetables to the school
| unchroom and their comrunity service, raising
nearly $1500 for the local food bank to help
address food insecurity.

FFA chapters across our state are
giving back to their conmunities. They're so
committed to agriculture, and they are our future
| eaders. As |'ve seen firsthand, FFA nenbers
denonstrate talent and dedication. And as
Comm ssioner Ball has so rightly said, "New York
FFA is clearly a nodel for the nation, shining
the spotlight on the nmany strengths of New York

agriculture. |If these young agricultural |eaders
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are any indication, we can be assured that
agriculture is in good hands in the State of New
York."

| am so pleased that the | eadership
could join us today. M. President, |
respectfully request that you extend themall the
privileges and courtesies of the Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all of
the courtesies and privileges of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator G anaris.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you. At

t he request of the sponsors, the two resol utions
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we took up today are open for cosponsorship,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
adopt the renmai nder of the Resolution Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And can we now
begin reading the cal endar, but can we start with
Cal endar Nunber 330 and then proceed with the
remai nder fromthere.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
330, Senate Print 4741B, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

Today we announced the rel ease of
the report of our bipartisan Task Force on
Opi oi ds Addi ction and Overdose Prevention. |
want to thank all coll eagues in the chanber who
participated in a nunber of hearings and neetings
all over the state.

W thank our | eader, Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, for enpowering us to get
together. And | certainly thanks ny cochairs,

Senator Carlucci and Senator R vera.
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And one of the things that happens
in this process is that we net with hundreds of
advocat es, hundreds of professionals, and we net
wi th hundreds of famlies and parents who had
been i npacted by this crisis.

And it's a pain that | can't even
i mgine as a parent, to lose a child. And yet
all across this state are people who are turning
their grief into positive energy and nmaki ng a
positive difference in their conmunity and novi ng
the needle forward to help us address this
crisis.

And we have a couple of people with
us today who have been exenplary role nodels and
pat hfinders. And so with us today are Angel a
Robert son and her daughter, Ashleah Canastraro,
and we al so have Stephani e Marquesano from
The Harris Project. And Angela and Ashl eah are
here in relation to the first bill. Stephanie,
who is from Lower Westchester, has really changed
t he conversati on about how we treat substance use
di sorder and the need for co-occurring disorder
treatnent at the sane tine.

So if it's appropriate with you,

M. Chair, before we take up this bill, | would
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just like colleagues to acknow edge and if you

woul d, sir, offer themthe privileges of the

house.

Thank you, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.

We extend to you all of the courtesies and
privileges of this house.

Pl ease all rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Har ckham

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you

So now as we speak on the law, this
is abill that was first brought to the chanber
by Senator Ortt. Thank you for your work on
this. And Senator Kennedy has done a great deal
of work on this bill as well.

And what it does is it increases the
formal i zed partnership between a treatnent center
and a famly. And this came about because
St ephen had signed his parents up, and anot her
group, Friends of the Mchaels, to receive
informati on about his care, and didn't receive

that information. And unfortunately, because the
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famly didn't have the information to act,
St ephen passed away from an overdose.

And so we don't have any nore
St ephens, we thank you for your persistence in
pursuing this law, and coll eagues who woul dn't
let this go and al so kept pushing this bill.

This will require substance use
providers, in consultation with the patient, that
they -- if they agree to provide the nanes of
peopl e who are their caregivers and their
support, when there are signs of relapse or risky
behavi or, they must informthem so that the
famlies and the caregivers can be invol ved.

So | want to thank you for your
persi stence in everything that you' ve done, and
|"m proud to vote aye on this.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

As | rise today I'd like to

recogni ze, first of all, the sponsor of this

| egi sl ation. Senator Harckham thank you so much
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for your |eadership. Also to all of our
col | eagues that worked so hard to nake this
happen, and to Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for
bringing this to the floor so expeditiously here.
|"d also like to recogni ze those
fol ks that have al ready been identified for
joining us here today in this session, people
that are making a difference each and every day
in the lives of those struggling with opioid
dependency. Because, heartbreakingly, they
personal Il y understand these stories all too well.
Joining us again today is Angel a
Robert son, who | ost her son Stephen Canastraro,
who battled his own fight and for who this bil
is named after. W also have Ashl eah Canastraro,
the sister of Stephen, and Stephani e Marquesano,
t he founder of The Harris Project.
Thank you all again, and wel cone to
t he Senate chanbers on this very auspicious day
as we recogni ze your famly and your son and his
st ruggl es.
The opioi d epidem c has al ready
claimed far too nmany lives. Through this bil
we' re passing here today in Stephen's nenory,

we're working to save lives. By passing this
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| egislation we're giving individuals in treatnment
the ability to identify people who can be
notified in case of an emergency or when red
flags arise, like mssing critical appointnments
or drug screenings.

Thi s woul d have made a world of
difference in Stephen's recovery story. 1In the
days |l eading up to his death, he denonstrated
war ni ng signs of relapse, but his nother and
ot her advocates were never notified. |If this
| egi sl ati on were enacted then, Stephen's story
may have ended differently. But instead, his
not her and her incredi bl e support team have
commtted thensel ves to making sure this doesn't
happen to anot her individual -- individuals who
have al ready been brave enough to take that first
step towards sobriety, but who need support
structures around themin order to stay on that
st eady pat h.

Last year Angela and her team
t hrough her constant work in various recovery
m ni stries, hel ped thousands of individuals
| ooking for help. W nust do our part to ensure
that those who need it the nost are given that

opportunity and they're given the support that
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they need in treatnment and to stay on that path
toward recovery. To Angela, Ashleah, and all of
t hose that have been affected by this epidenc,
this is one small step, but one step that we take
today that we know will save lives and we know
it's worth every single second of your work and
your advocacy. And we recogni ze your entire
famly for everything that you' ve done to get us
to this point.

And may Stephen rest in peace. And
may the work that you have done in his nenory
save the lives that we intend to save with this
| aw. Thank you once again for being here, and
thank you to all ny coll eagues for supporting
this |egislation.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Ortt to explain his vote.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President.

|'"d like to thank the sponsor, ny
col | eague Senat or Harckham for having the good
sense and the | eadership to pick up this bill.

You know, everyone in this chanber,
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nost peopl e over the |ast several years,
understand the opioid epidem c that we have faced
here in New York State. And |I'm proud to say
that this body, on both sides of the political
ai sl e, have supported significant neasures that
have absol utely, undoubtedly saved people's |ives
in the State of New York and in each of our
conmuni ti es.

But one of the things | always
recogni ze when you neet with parents |ike Angel a
is that they're always |looking for -- there's a
resolution. Right? They want to make sure that
their loved one did not die in vain, that they
did not die for nothing, that their struggle
nmeans sonmething. And even if they did not wn
their struggle, that perhaps soneone el se could
win their struggle as a result of |essons
| ear ned.

| can renenber when Angela was in ny
office, in my district office a couple of years
ago now, and she told nme her story. And it was
heart-wenching to listen to, but it was one of
t hose nonents that we all -- one of the reasons
we all run for office, because you could clearly

see that there was an i ssue and there was an
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easily identifiable solution where we could
actually do sonething to prevent future cases
like Stephen's. And that's why we all serve, |
think, in government, is to actually try to be
part of the solution.

And at the end of the day, none of
this woul d be possible if Angela hadn't had the
courage to sit in my office al ongside others,

i ncluding Avi Israel, who many of you in this
chanber know. But she told her story in ny
office, we put a bill together, and |I'mproud to
say we're going to pass a version of this bill
for the second year in a row here in the Senate.

So | want to thank ny col |l eague
Senat or Harckham but | want to thank Angela for
your courage and for your conmtnent to Stephen,
but al so your conmtnent to numerous ot her young
people here in the State of New York whose lives
coul d be saved because of your work and your
actions. And it's really an honor to carry that
torch and to work on behal f of people like

Angel a, and al ongsi de on behal f of Stephen's

menory, to get something done, which we are doing

here today.

And | would certainly encourage ny
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col | eagues in the Assenbly to pass this bill, put
it on the Governor's desk, let's get it signed,
and we can save lives, continue to save |ives,
and try to end the scourge of the opioid epidemc
here in New York State.

So M. President, thank you for your
i ndul gence.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 64,
Senate Print 1063A, by Senator Persaud, an act to
anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 65,
Senate Print 2507, by Senator Kaplan, an act to
anmend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Kaplan to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,
M. President.

We all recogni ze by now that our
state is in crisis. Addiction has touched every
famly, every school, and every comunity,
particularly on Long Island.

We've | ost far too many innocent

young souls to this disease. And we've watched
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our friends and fam |y desperate to get help,
havi ng been repeatedly failed by a systemt hat
doesn't understand their struggle and doesn't
provide themw th the support that they need.

|"m proud to stand here as a sponsor
of this bill that will help break the cycle of
addiction. And |I'mproud to stand here as a
menber of this Senate Majority as we stand
t oget her and pass this sweepi ng agenda to conbat
the opioid crisis in New York

And | want every New Yor ker whose
Iife has been touched by this crisis to know that
we are doing everything we can to help, and we
will continue to work tirelessly to fight
addi ction and help every New Yorker to achi eve
recovery.

Thank you. | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Kaplan to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 66,
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Senate Print 4496A, by Senator Martinez, an act
to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator Martinez to explain her vote.

SENATCOR MARTI NEZ: Good afternoon,
M. President, and thank you.

As we all know, we have heard, we
are in the mddle of an opioid crisis, and nany
of us, if not all, have been inpacted by this
crisis.

This recovery living task force is a
step in the right direction. Wat we have seen
across the state, we have recovery honmes -- well,
t hey' ve been known as sober hones, and that's one
of the reasons why | would like it to be known as
recovery hones. Because the issue is these
i ndividuals that are in these hones are trying to

recover from substance abuse and chem ca
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dependency.

And what we're seeing across the
state is that these honmes do not have the proper
managenent, they do not have proper protocol, no
gui delines in place to hel p soneone recover. And
that is the point of these homes, and we are not
doing that. W have failed these individuals.

We need to do our job.

Many will say, why a task force? W
have to start sonewhere. W have nothing in
pl ace for our recovery hones. And what we keep
seeing is individuals | eaving hospitals, going to
t he recovery hones, and then instead of going
t hrough the actual process of recovery, they're
going and they're getting set back because there
are drugs in the house, managenent is not there,
there is nothing to help themout, and we are
failing them

This task force will charge these
menbers to create a protocol on how t hese hones
wi |l be handl ed and further help these
i ndi vidual s who are fighting and struggling with
chem cal dependency.

So M. President, thank you for

allowing nme to speak on behalf of ny bill, and |
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encourage ny col |l eagues to pl ease support me on
such an inportant task

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator Martinez to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Martinez for
putting this bill forward.

In my district there is a famly
that created a foundation called Road to
Recovery, because they sent their son to a hone
in Texas where he was able to really get the
treatnment that he needed and put himon the road
to recovery. And now they fund other people who
are suffering fromaddiction to go to this hone
in Texas to undergo the treatnent that they get
t here.

It saddens ne that we don't have --
they' re not sendi ng them somewhere in New York
And | think this bill offers us an opportunity to
| ook at nodels all around the country where

t hings are being done better than they are in
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New York, and potentially create the kinds of
prograns that we need here.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 67,
Senate Print 4599, by Senator Parker, an act to
anmend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.

This bill is inportant. As we've
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heard through the day as we've been dealing with
this issue of the opioid crisis and trying to
address the nyriad of issues that are going on in
our communities, our conmunities and our state is
incrisis. 1've dealt with this before in the
context of even ny own personal famly.

And so the issue around treatnment is
really, really critical. You heard
Senator Martinez tal k about in the context of her
bill and what needs to happen.

The bill that I'mputting forward
today -- and |I'mthanking everyone here for their
vote for -- is about a bill of rights for people
who are in treatnment. And this bill of rights,
once this becones law, will be posted around
every facility that provides treatnent as well as
handed to people who conme in to receive
treat nent.

The bill of rights should include --
but not limted to -- that every patient has the
right to participate in devel oping an
i ndi vidualized plan of treatnment, to receive an
expl anation of services in accordance with that
treatment plan, to fully be informed of the

proposed treatnent plan. They have the right to
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object or to term nate treatnment unl ess otherw se
directed by a court order. They have a right to
privacy in treatnent and care for personal needs.
They have the right of access to treatnent
records and to receive courteous, fair,

respectful treatnent that is appropriate to the

i ndi vidual's needs. And these are just sone of
the rights that they have.

It's going to be inportant that we
uphol d those and that we hel p people along as we
fight our way out of this crisis.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Parker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 68,
Senate Print 5457, by Senator Harckham an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 69,
Senate Print 6650, by Senator Harckham an act to
anmend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 71
Senate Print 3159A, by Senator Harckham an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

546

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
133, Senate Print 7132, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
171, Senate Print 5653A, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Metzger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
M. President.

First, | rise to thank ny
col | eagues, Senators Harckham Rivera and
Carlucci, for their really superb | eadership on
the Joint Senate Task Force on Opioid Addiction
and Overdose Prevention. They did truly
out standi ng work over these many nonths. The
task force has gathered extrenely val uable
information and testinmony fromaround the state
and devel oped a truly meani ngful package of
| egi sl ation today to address substance use
di sorder and stemthe opioid crisis plaguing our
communi ti es.

The communities in ny district have
been deeply affected by the crisis. | represent

U ster, Sullivan, Orange and Del aware Counti es,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

548

communities within them They all face
staggering opioid-rel ated deaths that far exceed
the state average. U ster, Sullivan and O ange
Counties, the opioid-related death rate is al nost
twice the state average.

The devastation this public health
crisis has caused is al nost beyond words.
Parents | osing their teenaged son or daughter,
children losing their parents and placed into
foster care, people losing their jobs, famlies
becom ng honeless. | don't think I have yet to
neet soneone who has not had a friend, a
col | eague, or a relative touched by the inpacts
of substance use disorder in sonme way. There's

no doubt that the package of opioid |egislation

passed today will help save |ives.
The bill | sponsor is intended to
prevent the illegal overprescribing of opioids.

Less than year and a half ago, in October 2018, a
Staten |Island doctor was arrested for doling out
opioids to patients with visible signs of

addi ction wi thout appointnents, at all hours of

t he ni ght, making them pay hundreds of dollars in
cash for each prescription. On that sanme day he

was charged, four other New York doctors were

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

549

charged with the sanme crine. Collectively, they
had prescribed 8.5 mllion opioid pills to
pati ents whose health and wel | - being they had
sworn to protect.

| have the greatest respect for the
nmedi cal profession and believe that these bad
appl es are exceptions to the rule, but we cannot
af ford any exceptions. They can cause outsized
harm and can cost |ives.

This bill affirmatively directs the
Departnment of Health to periodically analyze data
in the prescription nonitoring programregistry
to see if any violations have occurred in the
prescri bing of controlled substances, and to take
action on those violations. This is an inportant
step that will help prevent abuse in our state.

|"mproud to participate in this
package. | want to thank you all for your
| eadership again. This is an inportant day, and
| vote aye

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Metzger to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
172, Print 6397, by Senator Carlucci, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
173, Senate Print 7102A, by Senator Benjamn, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 173, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Funke, Giffo, Helm ng,

Jordan, Little, R tchie and Serino. Al so Senator

Jacobs.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
174, Senate Print 7115, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law and the
Educati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
183, Senate Print 6288A, by Senator Sepul veda, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sepul veda to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing ne to explain ny
vot e.

We' ve heard many di scussi ons today
about the failure of the opioid crisis and what
we're dealing with. But what this bill does is

deal with what happens when we fail with this
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crisis, what happens to the individual. And
general |y speaking, they wi nd up incarcerat ed.

So, you know, we know that about
60 percent of individuals that are incarcerated
are dealing with sone | evel of abuse, substance
abuse. And what this bill does is going to
require the state to provide an annual report on
subst ance abuse di sorder treatnent prograns in
our facilities.

This data will include what
subst ance abuse incarcerated individuals are
commonly using. And the inportance of that is
that it will help us with treatnment. It wll
hel p us understand how many i ndividuals are
receiving treatnment and how we can provi de them
with the services while incarcerated so that when
they come out, they don't return to drug use, to
opi oi d use, hopefully can cure their addiction
and becone productive nmenbers of our society and
won't return to prisons where the cost is over
$300, 000 per inmate to support themthere.

| think we could do a better use of
our tax dollars by providing treatnent and
getting people out there to get jobs, to stay in

their jobs and becone taxpaying citizens.
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So this is crucial to raise
awar eness of our crisis. And let's raise it not
only outside of prisons, but certainly inside of
pri sons where the need is greater.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sepul veda to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Little to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

| would just like to explain ny
vote, because | do believe that in our prisons we
need nore drug programs. And that's sonething
that they are trying to do. Currently drug
progranms are given to inmates as they approach
the tinme -- within three years, | believe it
is -- of their first opportunity for parole.

But the fact that we are getting
drugs in our prisons is a problem And it's a
probl em that corrections and the Departnent of
Corrections is working on all the tinme. W have
seven-day visitation in the maxi num security
prisons. W have all kinds of ways of trying to
see that drugs are not conming into the prisons.

And yet they're still getting in.
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And t he vendor program which is one
that would say that in order to send a package to
sonmeone, you want to send food and stuff to your
inmate -- and | have people who call ny office
who have sons and daughters who are in prison, so
| enphasize with themtremendously. But their
fear, too, is that, you know, they need to be
protected fromdrugs while they are in prison.

Thi s vendor program you woul d have
to go and you' d order what you wanted, buy it,
and the store itself would send it. But that has
been rejected, as have many of the things to try
to screen for drugs comng into the prisons.

So I'd be glad to find a better way
to doit. | know Corrections would like to find
a better way to keep drugs out of the prisons --
| think we all would -- and have nore drug
rehabilitation progranms in prison.

But this bill basically just
requires a lot nore reporting, and they already
do a lot of reporting. But it's just a nandate
on them wi thout any help to achi eve the good
results that we're all | ooking for.

Thank you. | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Little to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 183, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Funke, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott, Rtchie and
Robach. Al so Senator Akshar.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
184, Senate Print 6694, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.
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| want to thank Senator Harckham and
Senat or Rivera and especially our |eader, Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for pushing forward this
| egi sl ati ve package today.

And unfortunately, in the
United States over 130 Anericans pass away each
day froman overdose. |In fact, in New York
State, every two hours anot her New Yor ker passes
away from an overdose. Meaning the tine that
we' ve spent together in this chanber today,
anot her New Yor ker has passed away.

That nmeans that the sirens need to
be running, the alarmbells need to be going off,
and we have to be doi ng everything we possibly
can to end this horrible epidemic that we're
faci ng.

The | egislation that we have before
us right nowis an effort to nake the parity
real. We've seen the efforts fromthe federa
level to the state level to issue parity between
heal th and nental health services. The fact is
we have to treat addiction for what it is.
Addiction is a disease. Just |like we fight
agai nst heart disease or diabetes, we have to

address addi ction the sanme way.
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But the reality is that people
living with substance use disorder, the rates
have not kept up. |In fact, nost of the Medicaid
rates for substance use di sorder have not changed
in the past 10 years.

This |l egislation before us wll
require a workgroup to make sure that we're
neeting that parity, that we're lifting up the
rei mbursenent rates. Because when we've been
traveling around the state, the providers we talk
to can barely keep the doors open.

That nmeans that we're not only
trying to keep these doors open, but what
incentive is there to provide nore providers, to
provi de nore treatnent? W have to nmake sure we
don't just talk about parity but we treat nental
heal th and substance use di sorder the sane way we
treat healthcare. And in doing this, in getting
people the treatnent and the care that they need,
we can hel p people recover, |ive independent,
productive lives, and overall reduce the cost of
heal t hcare.

So | want to thank ny col |l eagues for
supporting this inportant legislation. Let's

make sure we keep the nonmentum goi ng and make
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sure that other states and the nation are | ooking
to New York as leaders in finding the way forward
to ending the horrible overdose epidem c that
we' ve seen

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
321, Senate Print 5480, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.
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| want to thank the menbers of the
task force for the inportant work they did and
for comng to ny district.

| have the honor of representing the
exact geographical center of New York State, but
my regi on has the dubious distinction of having
al nrost double the rate of overdose deaths that we
see statew de and bei ng anong the very top
counties for neonatal -- or newborns born with
neonat al absti nence syndrone.

It neant a lot that the task force
came to ny district, that they held a roundtable
specifically about rural issues with opioids, and
that they have responded now to sone of the
specific concerns that they heard fromthe first
responders and the social service providers and
the parents and the addicts thensel ves that they
talked to in ny district.

So this pilot program for infant
recovery centers across the state will help us
keep children alive and healthy. And that --
what could be nore inportant than that?

So | want to congratul ate
Senator Rivera on this bill, and | proudly vote

aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
331, Senate Print 5150B, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 331, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Gallivan, Giffo, Jordan
and Little. Also Senator O Mara. Also
Senator Ortt. Al so Senator Hel m ng.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 7.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now go to
t he readi ng of the controversial cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 69,
Senate Print 6650, by Senator Harckham an act to
anmend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Akshar.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hank you.

Whul d t he sponsor be so kind to
yield to a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,
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M. President.

Can the sponsor tell me what the
genesis of the bill was?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

Through you, M. President, we have
found a lot of gaps in the systemas we toured
the state and we listened to folks. And the two
spots where we | ose fol ks the nost and we have
the highest rate of fatality for overdose is
after people |leave a hospital and after people
| eave a correctional facility -- especially after
a correctional facility.

Because if they've been there a
whil e and their underlying substance use di sorder
or co-occurring nental disorder is not diagnosed
and treated, they may be abstinent, but the
craving for drugs is still there. They go out
and use the sane anmount, but they've lost their
tolerance. And that's why we have such a high
rate of fatalities.

And al so imedi ately after an
overdose hospitalization, when people have cone
back, conme to, and they | eave a hospital w thout
going into treatnent, they are especially at

especially high risk for overdose.
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So those are the two gaps that we're
trying to fill with this | aw

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you.

M. President, through you, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President, the
sponsor tal ks about specifically -- | want to
focus ny attention on Section 2 of the particul ar
piece of legislation as it pertains to
correctional facilities. That's where ny line of
guestioning will be.

In all of the statute, though, it
references opioid use disorder. |'mwondering if
t he sponsor could tell ne who, within the
confines of a correctional facility, will make
t hat di agnosis of an inmate.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,

M. Chair.
There is an intake that is now done

t hrough Departnment of Corrections where they do a
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screeni ng of behavioral and physical and
psychosocial matters, and that's where many
peopl e are diagnosed. And if not, there are
ot her people who cone forward while they're
incarcerated. And it needs to be a formal

di agnosi s by a physician, by a CASAC, sonebody
who is professionally certified to di agnose
sonmeone with opioid use disorder.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM | conti nue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,

M. President.

Wthin the confines of a
correctional facility, who is expected to
adm ni ster this progranf

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, absol utely,
it wuld -- through you, M. President, it would
be through the nedical professionals at the

facility upon di scharge.
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SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: This statute that
we' re discussing, does this all pertain both to
county correctional facilities as well as state
correctional facilities?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, no, it does not. |It's only state
facilities.

W were concerned about anot her
unfunded nandate comng fromthis body. So it is
for state facilities only. And we estimate it to
be a cost of about $4.3 nmillion.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utel y.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: So let ne just ask
you quickly, if | my, about that particular sum
or cost. How do we arrive at that $4.3 mllion?

And what are we doing to address
that particular issue? |'m encouraged, actually,
when | hear you say we're not tal king about it at
the county | evel because we were genuinely
concerned about the cost that the counties would
have to incur. So how are we addressing the
$4.3 million that we expect this programto cost?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Sure. Through
you, M. Chair, this is sonething that we wll
have to put in our one-house budget, we wll
fight for as we need to.

And this is really the first step of
a greater expansion of treatment in the
correctional facilities. And when we get to the
county facilities, we need to invest a |arger
share. W started that process |ast year, we
need to continue it this year. But this
$4.3 million needs to be put in by this body as a
prerogative that we're catching people at a

vul nerable tine, and we're hoping to fill that
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gap.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hrough you. Does the inmate need to be in an
approved substance use disorder jail-based
programin order to receive the Narcan and the
educati on upon their departure?

SENATOR HARCKHAM This is upon
di scharge. They don't necessarily need to be in
a program In fact, there are sonme state
facilities that do not have formal prograns
addr essi ng opi oid use disorder, which is
unfortunate. Mdst of themare centered in a
cluster of prisons where that's a specialty.

So it's really upon determ nation of
t he physi ci an upon di schar ge.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Just so |
understand, then, if | were to go through the
i nt ake process and then be diagnosed with a
substance use di sorder upon ny arrival or ny
intake, | spend sone tine in the correctional
facility, however long that may be. Upon ny
rel ease, whether |'ve gone through a substance
use di sorder programor not, |I'mgoing to be
given this education as well as two doses of
Nar can

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, that is
correct. Through you, M. President.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,
M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: Did we seek the
i nput of the Departnment of Corrections prior to
the statute, you know, nmaking its way to the
fl oor of the Senate and during your
del i berati ons?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Sure. W
recei ved testinony and we had | engthy
conversation with the Departnment of Corrections.
| do not know if they viewed this draft of the
bill, to be quite honest.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Did you have
conversations with the corrections officer union
or anybody el se about the inplenmentation of this
particul ar piece of |egislation?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
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M. President, no, we did not. Because t he

correction officers thenselves will not be
involved in this. This will be done through a
physi ci an.

And again, this is part of
addressing a very vul nerabl e popul ati on as they
| eave the correctional facility. So this is not
an ongoi ng mandate or a responsibility to the
security guards, to the union. This is done by
t he nedi cal staff upon di scharge.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Al right, so just
so we're on the sane sheet of nusic, the
corrections officers will not be required to
adm ni ster this program

SENATOR HARCKHAM No. Through
you, M. Chair, no.

SENATOR AKSHAR: On the bill,
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Akshar on the bill.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: Let ne thank the
sponsor for the bill. | thank himfor -- | have
t he good pl easure of serving as the ranking
menber on the Al coholismand Substance Abuse
committee, so appreciate the work that we're
doi ng.

| appreciate the work that this body
is doing and continues to do in this area.
woul d argue -- respectfully, of course -- that
it's probably one of the only areas in which we
really work in a bipartisan fashion. And, you
know, we're doing really great work

You know, at the end of the day this
is an incredi bly robust cal endar, a robust
agenda. And | think nost of what we saw today by
way of |egislation was good, and it's going to
hel p New Yor kers.

But to the chairman of the conmttee
and to this body as a whole, | inplore us, as we
nmove forward with the budget process, that we
properly allocate funds to deal with this issue.

| think that we fell flat |ast year. To keep the
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number at 240 mllion, | think we did a
di sservice to the comuni ty-based providers that
are fighting on the front lines every single day.

And | go back to what | said
yest erday, and people are probably tired of
hearing me say it, but in an environnent in which
we can spend $300 mllion to reface the
Erie Canal, we nust be able to find additional
noni es to spend to increase funding in this
particul ar area. Because all of the legislation
that we've passed and all of the good things we
are doing by way of statute, M. President, we
can't inplenment that on the ground unless the
peopl e who are fighting on the front |ines have
t he resources they need.

So M. President, again, |
appreci ate the sponsor's wllingness to answer ny
guestions. Wen it conmes tinme, I'll be voting in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
M. President. M. President, would the sponsor
yield for just a couple of questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President. Through you.

First I want to comrend ny col |l eague
for his work with regard to this very inportant
issue that is ravaging our state. And | think --
| want to say you' re doing a great job, and I
appreciate it.

| do have a slight concern with this
| egi slation, and so ny question is this. |Is the
Narcan provided directly to the person suffering
t hrough t he addiction?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, |I'mnot sure | got your question.
Is it howis it adm nistered?

SENATOR LANZA: No. So --

SENATOR HARCKHAM O howis it
gi ven when soneone | eaves?

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. \When the person is leaving, is
the Narcan provided directly to that person?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes. Through
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you, M. President, what happens is the
heal t hcare provider will explain how Narcan is
used, when it should be used, howit is

adm ni stered. And then after that education
process they will be handed a Narcan kit. It
comes in a pouch -- simlar to the ones that when
many of us do trainings in our district, it comes
in a pouch, there are gloves, there's a nmask, and
there are two doses of Narcan in squirt vials.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Through
you, M. President.

Over the last eight years |'ve
sponsored dozens upon dozens of Narcan training
progranms where we've handed out thousands of
Narcan kits to people across the conmunity of
Staten Island that | represent. Typically the
peopl e that cone to these progranms are not the

peopl e that are suffering through the addiction

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

576

but their famly and friends and just concerned
residents. The thought being that the nore these
kits are out there, the nore likely it is that
someone m ght be at the scene of where a person
is suffering through an overdose.

My question to you is, | don't think
we can expect a person who is suffering an
overdose to be able to self-adm nister Narcan
So wouldn't it be nore efficient or effective if
these kits were handed to that |eaving -- that
departing person's famly or friends?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. Not everybody has famly and
friends. And certainly they are not in the
facility when sonmeone is being discharged.

The thought is that in harm
reduction strategies, the point is if people are
going to use, we want to keep themalive until
they're ready for treatnent. That's the point of
harm r educti on.

So the point is to encourage peopl e,
if they're going to use, to use with sonebody
else. 1'Il watch you, you watch nme. That's why
there are two doses. So the thought is that

whoever this person either is using with or
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l[iving with -- so, for instance, they may go to a
shel ter, as often happens when people conme out of
prison, and they don't have famly there. But
maybe they have a buddy there who can watch them
who can be their supervisor while they need to do
what they need to do.

| f someone goes to a | ocation that
has a famly, great, even better. Like you,
have a |l ot of famlies who come to our Narcan
trainings as well.

But at |least we're getting them
started on the process initially, in the hopes
that -- obviously our hope is that they get
linked to treatnment imrediately. But we know
that relapse is part of this disease, and so
especially when they're that vul nerable, we want
themto have this on them

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATOR LANZA: Again, | want to
t hank the sponsor.

| " m going to support this

| egislation for the sinple reason that | believe
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the nore of these kits that are out there in the
comunity, the better it is for all of us. And,
you know, this issue is so w despread and
devastating that every little bit hel ps.

| just think it mght be better in
this case to make sure that if someone is |eaving
and they do have friends and they do have famly,
that we sonehow get the kits into their hands.
Because clearly we all understand if you're going
through -- if you' re overdosing, you' re not going
to be in a position to be able to save yourself,
you need sonebody to be there with this kit.

Again, the nore kits in the
comunity, the better it is for all of us, so |
support the | egislation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Har ckham on the bill.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

| want to thank both nmy col |l eagues
for their good and probing questions. And |
agree with them we should put our nobney where
our mouth is, not just in terns of this

| egislation but in terns of the whole safety net
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interms of mental health treatnent and substance
use di sorder treatnent.

We heard out in the field very
clearly fromthe professionals that we are
$100 mllion short of where we need to be to
address this crisis. And a subway platform a
homel ess shelter, a correctional facility should
not be the first location that sonmebody gets
treatment for substance use disorder or nenta
health. |If that's the case, we have failed them
W as a society have failed them and we as a
government body have fail ed them

So are we going to come up with
$100 million tonorrow? No. But |last year we did
add 7.5. | think we need to do nuch nore than
that this year, in challenging tines.

But if we are all commtted to this,
as it sounds like everybody is, you know, we're
goi ng to have sone tough decisions to nake about
how we raise this revenue, because a |ot of the
things that we tal k about as flash-button issues,
at the heart of it is the lack of treatnent for
mental heal th di sorders, substance use disorders,
and the two conbi ned.

So | thank nmy col |l eagues, | agree
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this has been a good area for us to work in a
bi parti san fashion, and | support the bill.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?
Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is closed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
by consent, can we return this to the
noncontroversi al cal endar and take up the vote,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 69, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Flanagan, Gllivan, Giffo,
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O Mara, Ott, R tchie and Robach.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
if we can return to notions for a second, on
behal f of Senator Kam nsky, on page 11, | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 161,

Senate Print 5786A, and ask that said bill retain
its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shall
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be,
at the conclusion of session, a neeting of the
Labor Committee in Room 124.

And with that, is there any further
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the Labor
Commttee in Room 124 of the Capitol.

There is no further business at the

desk.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, February 5th,
at 11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, February 5th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:52 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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