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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 14, 2020
3:25 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 13, 2020, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, January 12,
2020, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or May noves
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to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rules,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8214B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6185B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 74.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Met zger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 712A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6186B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 75.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Gaughr an
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9058 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6187C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 76.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Gaughr an
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8172B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6188B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 77.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kapl an
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1316C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6189C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 78.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kennedy
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9057 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6191C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 79.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kennedy
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8474A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6192A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 80.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kennedy

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9056 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6193C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 81.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sanders
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 9059 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6604B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 82.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hoyl man
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8990 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7134, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 83.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol uti ons.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |
nove to adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolution 2267, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolution 2267, please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Kam nsky for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Kam nsky for an introduction.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,

M. President. | have the privilege today to
introduce to you and to the Senate body a very
i mportant organi zati on doing work by a very
special famly.

"' m here today to recogni ze the
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O Shea famly. Last year they suffered the

uni magi nabl e | oss of their son Ryan Patrick, who
took his own life. But instead of cursing the
darkness, they've Iit a candle and, in his nane,
have started a foundation that has done
trenmendous work to rai se awareness of nental
health and to begin an inportant conversation
about suicide, about how fam lies should talk
about it, recognize it, and take nmental health
out of the stigma out of which it's associ at ed.

In their community of Rockville
Centre, they are leaders, and it is no surprise
that their son Ryan Patrick was a | eader, a star
basketbal |l and track player, |oved by everyone.
But he suffered, uninmaginably so. And their work
in his honor, in his nane, has already changed a
community. It will continue to change other
conmuni ti es.

And their work will continue to go
on, with our support, because it must, because we
nmust take this conversation out of the shadows
and bring it into the light. And today it's
i mportant that we all recognize the work they're
doing and in our own capacities carry it forward,

as we nust.
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Thank you for your | eadership. Your
sacrifice will always be recogni zed by us. But
together we can work so that it is not in vain
and so that other famlies will get the benefit
of so much of your heart and goodness. W are
with you. W wll stand together with you. And
on behal f of Assenbl ywonman Judy Giffin, who's
here, together there is much nore work to do.

Thank you so much

M. President, please wel cone them
to the Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: To our
guests fromthe O Shea famly, | welconme you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all the
courtesies and privileges of this house. Please
rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 74,
Assenbly Print 8214B, substituted earlier by
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Assenbl ynmenber Sant abarbara, an act to anmend the
Transportation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

|"d like to start by acknow edgi ng
the 24 people we lost in the |inousine crashes in
Schohari e, |ast Cctober 2018, and in Cutchogue in
2015.

I"d like to request that ny
col | eagues pl ease stand and join nme as we have a
nonment of silence for those were |ost.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age rose and
respected a nonent of silence.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

154

Many of their famlies have joi ned
us here today, are right here in the gallery.
|"d like to recognize those that are with us. W
have Linda King, who |ost her four daughters --
Ay, Allison, Abigail and Mary -- and three
sons-in-law. Bethany Nacco, Linda's
daughter-in-law. Jam son OQt-Carpentar, the best
friend of the four King daughters.

Janet Steenburg, who | ost her sons
Richard and Axel, and Richard's wife, Kim
St eenbur g.

Lynne Senprivivo, who | ost her
daughter Erin. Sheila MGarvey, who |ost her son
Shane. Jill Richardson Perez, who |ost her son
Matt hew. Donna Ri venburg, who | ost her daughter
Amanda. M ndy Grabi na, who | ost her daughter
Any.

And, finally, we have Kevin, Sue and
Hanna Cushi ng, who | ost Patrick, who was one of
our own, part of our Senate fam |y, working right
here in the IT departnment in the Senate.

Thank you for joining us here today.

Al'l of these fam lies have channel ed
their grief into advocacy, and today we are

passing legislation to ensure that no other
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famly has to experience the heartbreak that

t hey' ve experienced. Today the Senate passes
10 monunental refornms designed to ensure the

safety of all New Yorkers when they choose to
ride in alim or for-hire vehicle.

The refornms we're passing today w |l
undoubt edly strengthen safety standards here in
New York. Fromrequiring stretch linmousines to
be retrofitted with seat belts, to mandating
commercial driver's licenses and drug and al cohol
testing for drivers of vehicles with nine or nore
passengers, to increasing crimnal penalties for
drivers who break the law while on the road,
we're taking significant steps to ensure safety
neasures are firmy in place when anyone steps
into one of these vehicles.

These pieces of |egislation before
us make critical changes, including nandating
t hat an i nmpounded vehicle nust be repaired and
nmust be reinspected before it is released to the
r oad.

Today we're creating the strongest
I i mousi ne safety standards in the entire nation
right here in the State of New York. And while

we' re advanci ng this aggressive agenda, we al so
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know that there's always nore work to do, which
is why we're also creating a task force that wll
further examne current lino regulations and
safety training prograns.

Thank you to our incredible
Majority Leader, Senator Andrea Stewart- Cousins,
for making this a priority. Wthout her
| eadershi p, we would not be here today, and we
woul d not be seeing so many progressive reforns
making their way to the Senate floor so
expeditiously this session.

|"d like to thank our coll eagues in
the Assenbly for doing the right thing, working
wi th our conference to enact |egislation that
conpl ements what we put forward here in the
Senate, and also to the Governor for signaling
his partnership and commtment to signing these
pi eces of legislation into | aw

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
joining me and all of us in casting an aye vote
on this historic day here in this chanber.

| hope it brings the famlies a bit
of closure that your |oved ones did not die in
vain, but that their legacy will carry on and

wi || undoubtedly save lives here in the State of
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New York and, there's no question in ny mnd, act
as a nodel for the rest of the nation to foll ow
suit.

Thank you for your fortitude, your
commtrent, for chanpioning this effort, for
taki ng that heartache and that difficult,
heart breaking situation and turning it into
positive advocacy and ultimately action here on
the Senate floor today. You are all to be
commended. Thank you fromthe bottom of ny
heart .

Wth that, M. President, | vote
aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Seward to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,

M. President.

When individuals enter a |inousine
or a simlar vehicle, there is an expectation of
safety. But sadly and very tragically, on
Cct ober 6, 2018, that expectation was not net.
Twenty people were killed in Schoharie County, in
the heart of ny Senate district, in a horrific

I i mousi ne crash that literally nade gl oba
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headl i nes.

You know, follow ng the crash
spent tinme neeting with famly menbers of the
victims, the emergency responders who were call ed
to the scene that day, nost of which were from
volunteer units. And | also nmet with
i nvestigators who were tasked with determ ning
what happened and maki ng sonme sense of what had
occurr ed.

The consensus fromall was that we
need to, nunber one, better enforce our current
| aws and regul ati ons and, nunber two, nmake
nmeani ngful revisions to our |laws and regul ations
to truly inprove |inousine safety on our highways
in New York State.

These bills that we are passing
today are a direct result of the courageous input
fromthe peopl e who have experienced uni magi nabl e
grief and pain, and that is the famlies of our
victins.

You know, | have such deep
adm ration and respect for the famly nenbers who
have continued to keep the nenory of their |oved
ones alive and have turned this grief and tragedy

intheir lives into sonething positive, and that
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i s nmeani ngful changes in the |aws of the State of
New York that govern |linousines. You have gone
above and beyond to ensure that other famlies
won't have to go through the sane heartbreak that
you continue to experience.

These bills that we're passing today
are a testament to your determnation, and they
wi || make our hi ghways safer and |inousine
ridership safer in New York State.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Seward to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Little to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

This is such a tragedy. And | think
when we all saw this in the paper and read the
reports of this, everyone's heart ached for al
of you.

And we all, I'msure, have
experienced riding in a |linousine or watching
your kids go off to proms or weddings. And
they're all such happy, happy occasions. And you
know t hat everyone in that |inobusine were

enj oyi ng a happy occasion, and to have such a
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tragedy occur just had to break your hearts. But
it just breaks everyone's heart here when you

t hi nk about it could have been any of us, it
coul d have been anyone.

And so what we are doi ng here today,
| comrend all of the Senators here voting yes on
this, because we are naking a change and, as
Senat or Seward sai d, seeing that our current |aws
are enforced but that we have new, stricter |aws
and sonmehow can prevent something |ike this from
ever happeni ng.

W have fam lies who have their
roots -- the King fam |y have roots in the
North Country, and mnmy deepest synpathy, not just
to thembut to all of you

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator LaValle to explain his vote.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you.

There is very little that one could
say, because we can't bring back people who --
daughters who were very vibrant.

And | represent the 1st Senate
District, the North Fork, and | go by that place
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where the |ino accident occurred, and | nust tel
you | think about it alnost every single tine
when | go by that spot.

But sonet hi ng good has come out of
it, and we will be helping individuals in the
future be safer, be safer, and that is a good
thing. So know that the deaths did not go for
naught, but we're bringing about changes that
will save lives, that will save lives. And you
are part of that. You are part of what is taking
pl ace here today.

| vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator LaValle to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 75,
Assenbly Print 712A, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Met zger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,

M. President.

To the famlies, | want to express
my gratitude for your |eadership, your courage,
your incredible advocacy. The work we're doing
today is really -- is really your work

| do also want to thank our chair of
our Transportation Comrittee for bringing this to
fruition at this tine. [It's so inportant.

There's a saying in the traffic
safety advocacy world that will nobst crashes are
predi ctabl e and preventable. W call them
accidents, but many are not accidental, they are
the result of risky and often illegal driving
behavi ors.

As part of this package, we are

passing a law that | introduced to mandate drug
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and al cohol testing for lino drivers and ot her
for-hire drivers. This will help save lives,
along with all of the other |egislative
initiatives we pass today.

It is our duty as legislators to do
everything that we can to prevent these kinds of
horrible tragedies. To all of you who have
suf fered uni magi nabl e | osses, our hearts are with
you.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Metzger to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 76,
Assenbly Print 9058, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Sant abarbara, an act to anmend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect 30 days after it shall have
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become a | aw.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 77,
Assenbly Print 8172B, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Sant abarbara, an act to anmend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to explain his vote.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,

M. President.
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|'"d like to thank Senator Kennedy
for his |eadership in this. And, Senator, you
actually hel ped teach nme how legislation really
works in this State Capitol by working very
closely with all the famlies, with coll eagues
across the aisle, to nake sure that we got this
done right. And | want to thank you

But | really want to thank
especially the famlies, sonme of whom are here
today and sone of whomare not, the famlies, the
upstate famlies fromthe horrible Schoharie
incident. Mndy Gabina | know spoke earlier
today on behal f of the Long Island famlies so
el oquently. And | also want to thank others,

i ncl udi ng Nancy D Monte, who is not here, and
whose daughter is alive but has faced many
chal | enges because of that horrific day.

And, you know, when the famlies
came to ny office and also when | went to the
hearing here in Albany and |listened to their
testinmony, their testinmony was so powerful. But
what was al so so powerful was a sinple picture of
t hese beautiful young wonen just before they got
into that linousine. And it struck me, because |

have a daughter who is 28 years old and we have
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pictures |ike that.
So thank you for your advocacy.
Thank you for meking this day happen. And while

this is probably not going to solve this problem

conpletely -- there will probably, unfortunately,
be other tragedies -- | guarantee you this bill
and all of these bills will be saving sone |ives.

So thank you so nuch

And | vote in the affirmative,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 78,
Assenbly Print 1316C, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to establish a
Stretch Linmousine Passengers Safety Task Force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Kaplan to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you.

For too I ong New Yorkers took safety
for granted when getting into a |inobusine. W
wrongly assunmed that these vehicles were safe and
their operators were all trained in their safe
operation. But |I think we all got a rude
awakeni ng wi th the uni magi nabl e tragedi es that
have taken place in the |ast few years.

No fam |y should have to experience
the loss of a | oved one because of sonething that
coul d have possibly been prevented. So that's
why we're taking action to reformlinousine
safety in New York, because we have a duty to
famlies across the state to do everything we can
to prevent this sensel ess tragedy from happening
agai n.

And we owe all of that to you. It
must be a very difficult day for you, but | hope
that it's also a way for you to have cl osure and

to feel that we understand what you're going
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t hrough and we are working with you and we stand
besi de you.

That is why I'mso proud to be a
sponsor of this legislation that will help
protect our residents, and | cast ny vote in the
affirmative. And | want to thank our
chai r person, Senator Kennedy, for shepherding
t his through.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Kaplan to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 79,
Assenbly Print 9057, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 80,
Assenbly Print 8474A, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynenber Sant abarbara, an act to anmend the
Transportation Law and the Vehicle and Traffic
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 81,
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Assenbly Print 9056, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Magnarelli, an act to anmend the
Transportation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 82,
Assenbly Print 9059, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Sant abarbara, an act to anmend the
Vehi cle and Traffic Law and the Transportation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect on the 180th day after it

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

171

shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 83,
Assenbly Print 8990, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Magnarelli, an act to anmend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| too want to rise and thank
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Senat or Kennedy for his | eadership on this rather
sol etm day where we are taking much-needed steps
to inprove linmousine safety as well as taxicab
and livery safety.

In my district, where there is an
enmergency room at NYU Langone, energency room
doctors tell me that they'll often see
i ndividuals conme in with split |ips, broken
noses, and cracked teeth. |In fact, the
physicians in the ER departnent see it so often,
they call it "partition face.”" And partition
face is when a passenger is sitting in the back
seat of a taxicab, unbuckled, the cab nakes a
sudden stop, and they are flung headfirst into
the plastic partition that's nmeant to protect the
drivers. [It's very dangerous.

Well, today we're finally taking
steps here in the State of New York to require
t hat everyone who rides in the back seat of a cab
or alivery -- 8 years or older -- buckles up.

We know t hat wearing seat belts
saves lives. Well, seat belt |aws al so save
lives, M. President. |'mproud that we're
taking this step and again want to comrend

Senat or Kennedy for his | eadership, along with
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our coll eagues on this inportant day.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Yeah, just to
explain ny vote on this and the other seat belt
| aws.

First of all, let me thank all the
famlies for their input on this. | think I was
at the first hearing here in Al bany, and it was
very inportant to get your research and input.
And | thank the Senator for sponsoring that. [|'m
proud to be sponsor of several of these bills.

Just one caveat in the future.
know we have a task force that we're going to put
out there to give us future input on what we can
do to be safer in this these |arge vehicles,
these linobusines. It's good that we're going to
requi re and mandate having seat belts in the back
of these linobusines and in the back of the
liveries that we just tal ked about.

And the fact of the matter is it's
very difficult to give a linousine driver the

responsibility to nake sure individuals keep
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t hose seat belts on. But | think what we could
add to this piece of legislation to require
havi ng t hose seat belts and buckling themup is a
requi renent of the individual that drives these

I i mousi ne vehicles, are part of these |inopusine
conpanies -- as they open up the doors and the

i ndividuals go in and sit down, that that

I i mousi ne driver be required and nandated to tel
everyone who is seated there, who they will be
driving and responsible for in terns of driving
the vehicle, no matter what the signs are, that
the law is New York State says there nust be seat
belts here and you nust have those seat belts on
and attached.

And he will not put the key into the
ignition and turn it until he sees all of themin
their seats with the seat belt attached. Because
there's a good chance if everyone is required --
before he starts that vehicle and drives --
having their seat belt attached, being notified
this is the law, that they' Il keep that seat belt
on. Because we know the dangers to everybody if
one, two or three people take those seat belts
off. It not only inpacts them it inpacts

everybody el se in that vehicle.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

175

So | don't think it's a lot to ask
t he person who's driving, no matter how many
people are init -- five, 10, 15 or 20 -- this is
the law, you have to be buckled, | have to see
you all buckled, and I can't put the key in the
ignition, start it and begin to drive you on what
shoul d be a wonderful day for you and a good
time. | don't think that's a lot to ask of a
limousine driver. And | think there's a good
chance that people will keep those seat belts on
if we start themout notifying themof the | aw
and the requirenment that it doesn't nove, this
vehi cl e doesn't nove until you're all attached
and | see that, and then he puts the key in and
drives.

So | would just suggest we think
about that and look at that. | don't think
that's a lot to ask of someone who is driving
peopl e that are nobst precious to us.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Can we now return to notions and
resol utions and take up Resol ution 2267, by
Senat or Akshar, read its title only, and
recogni ze Senator Akshar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2267, by Senator Akshar, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimJanuary 6 through 12,
2020, as Law Enforcenment Appreciation Wek in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Akshar on the resol ution.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hank you very nmuch for your i ndul gence.

Allow ne to thank the Majority
Leader and the floor |leader for allowing this
resolution to the floor. | appreciate it very
much.

Many of you know t hat before being
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el ected, | had the good fortune of being a nenber
of law enforcenent. | spent many good years with
t he Broone County Sheriff's Ofice. So today, by
way of this resolution, |I sinply want to say

t hank you to the nore than 850,000 nen and wonen
who wear the uniformacross this great state and
across this great nation.

Bei ng a nmenber of | aw enforcenent,
it's a thankless job, very long hours. |It's
chal I enging work. But | also know, and | think
it's incredibly inportant for me to rem nd
everybody, that |aw enforcenent nenbers care
about their conmunity and, underneath their
uniform they're real people with a heart. And
they protect the conmunities that they | ove.

They are on the streets every day doi ng what they
| ove, ensuring that their communities are safe.

But there is al so an undeni abl e
fact, that the nen and women of |aw enforcenent
are under attack. And their job is getting nore
difficult, it's becom ng nore dangerous every
single day. And despite all of that, the nmen and
wonen who wear the uniform they remain commtted
to doing their job, to keeping our comrunities

safe. And because of that, they deserve our
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respect and they deserve our gratitude.

And quite honestly, that's what this
resolution is all about. It's about allow ng al
of us to take a nonent to think about the
selfless sacrifices that these nmen and wonen neke

and give thema sincere thank you.

M. President, | thank you for your
i ndul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor

signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, January 15th,

at 11: 00 a. m
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, January 15th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:58 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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