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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 8, 2020
12: 32 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR KATHLEEN C. HOCHUL, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Rabbi Hersh
Horowit z, the executive director of the Conmunity
Qutreach Center of Mnsey, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

RABBI HOROW TZ: | share with you
this daily prayer, uttered by Jews young and old
upon waki ng every norning, for surely today dawns
a new day in government.

(I'n Hebrew) | give thanks before
You, (in Hebrew) King living and eternal, (in
Hebrew) for You have returned within ne ny sou
wi th conpassion, (in Hebrew) abundant is Your
fait hful ness.

Qur esteened Majority Leader, Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns, who took the tine to visit us in
Monsey follow ng the horrifying Chanukah attack.
She sat in aroomfilled with community | eaders,

peopl e who, like all of you sitting here today,
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are charged with an awesone responsibility: the
wel | - bei ng of those under your care. Each and
every person in that room and in fact every
single parent in Minsey and beyond, is determ ned
to do everything within their power to keep our
preci ous children, our future, safe from harm and
shel tered from basel ess hatred.

Qur | eader, Ms. Cousins, spoke about
uni fication against that hatred. She
enphatically stated her determ nation to help
ef fect change within these hallowed halls and
implored us to hold strong to our faith. Her
words and her call to action still resonate, and
so | pray that today dawns a new day.

As a Hasidic Jew, | stand before
each one of you as an em ssary for Jews and
non-Jews ali ke, anyone who has felt or continues
to feel discrimnated against. |In this great
State of New York, where the Statue of Liberty
stands strong and true, welcom ng the huddl ed
masses yearning to breathe free, our differences
and diversity should be cause for cel ebrati on,
not strife. Qur humanity is our commonality,
along with our fervent shared wi sh for a changed

reality, one where we feel safe sending our
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children to schools and our famlies to worship.
And so | pray for a new day.

| hunbly ask the Alm ghty, our Gd,
that He bl ess each and every one of you with
strength, courage, tenacity and determ nation, to
foll ow through on your daily dictates with
integrity and faithfulness to us all -- your
constituents back home -- rallying and praying
for true change. My He guide you in the swft
enact nent of policies, legislation and | aws that
will effectively keep us safe, restore a true
sense of peace, keep hate away, and join al
New Yorkers in equality, respect and unity.

May today mark the start of not just
a new day, but a turning point, where all of you,
our elected officials, renew your determ nation
to use your power and persuasion to create
positive forward nmonmentum And with that, we can
all wake up every day filled with hope for the
future.

Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Rabbi .

| want to thank you for com ng, as

wel | as the many guests we have from Monsey, from
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Rockl and and ot her areas who have joi ned us
today. The dignitaries and | eaders who are here
today, | want to wel come you and | et you know we
are honored by your presence in this chanber
t oday.
The Secretary will call the roll to
ascertain a quorum
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.
SENATOR ADDABBO. Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Akshar.
SENATOR AKSHAR: Present.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Anedor e.
SENATOR AMEDORE: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bail ey.
SENATOR BAI LEY: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Benj am n.
SENATOR BENJAM N: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bi aggi .
SENATOR BI AGA : Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Borrello.
SENATOR BORRELLO Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Boyl e.
SENATOR BOYLE: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Breslin.
SENATOR BRESLI N: Her e.
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THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BROCKS:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CARLUCCI :
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR COWVRI E:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR FELDER
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR FLANAGAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR FUNKE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GALLI VAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GAUGHRAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR G ANARI S
THE SECRETARY:

Senat or Brooks.
Her e.
Senat or Carl ucci .
Present.
Senat or Conri e.
Present.
Senat or Fel der.
Her e.
Senat or Fl anagan.
Her e.
Senat or Funke.
Her e.
Senator @Gl livan.
Her e.
Senat or Gaughr an.
Her e.
Senator G anari s.
Her e.

Senat or Gounar des.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Pr esent.

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CGRI FFO
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HARCKHAM
THE SECRETARY:

Senator Giffo.

Her e.

Senat or Har ckham
Her e.

Senat or Hel m ng.
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SENATOR HELM NG
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HOYLMAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JACKSON:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JACOBS:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JORDAN
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KAM NSKY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KAPLAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KAVANAGH:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KENNEDY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KRUEGER
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LANZA:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LaVALLE
THE PRESI DENT:

quorumis present.

Her e.
Senat or Hoyl man.
Her e.
Senat or Jackson.
Her e.
Senat or Jacobs.
Her e.
Senat or Jordan.
Her e.
Senat or Kam nsky.
Her e.
Senat or Kapl an.
Her e.
Senat or Kavanagh.
Her e.
Senat or Kennedy.
Her e.
Senat or Krueger.
Yes, here.
Senat or Lanza.
Her e.
Senat or LaVall e.
Her e.

Senator G anari s,

a
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In keeping with the tradition of
this chanber, it is nmy honor as President of the
Senate to wel conme you to the 2020 session.

Wil e we cel ebrate com ng
t oget her -- reacquainting our friendships, nmaking
new ones, |ooking forward to an inpactful and
productive session -- it is also appropriate that
we briefly |look back and pay tribute to one of
our own that we | ost over the last year. And |
speak of my good friend Senator Bill Larkin.

Senat or Larkin extended his hand in
friendship to me fromny very first day when
presi ded, and he wel coned nme nany tines to his
district. And we went to his bel oved Purple
Heart Hall of Fame. And so | just wanted to
offer a noment of silence in honor of Senator
Bi Il Larkin.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age rose and
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

| also want to take this opportunity
to wel cone new Senator Borrello, who's fromny
neck of the woods. |'ve spent nmany tines down in
your beautiful district and | ook forward to

visiting again. And | encourage you, Senator, as
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you entered this roomfor your very first tine
known as a Senator, that you never forget the
awesoneness of gathering with such incredible

el ected officials who journey fromall across the
state to do the work of the people. So |I wel cone
you, Senator Borrello.

The turbulent tinmes in which --

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The turbul ent tines
in which we live conpel us to acknow edge
sonmething that for a long tinme had si mered bel ow
t he surface but sadly has now reached a boiling
point. Since | gaveled in one year ago, hate
crines in the State of New York have gone up
20 percent -- abhorrent acts of antisemtism
raci sm honmophobi a, transphobia. Hate has seeped
into the underbelly of New Yorkers, and it's
mani festing itself through bigotry, ignorance and
vi ol ence.

And t he presence of the Rabbi here
today, and his guests, are a rem nder that no
pl ace is imune, whether it's a college canpus,
city streets, suburban enclaves, public narkets
or even the sanctity of one's hone during a

hol i day observance.
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Qur fellow citizens now live in fear
for their safety, in conflict with the prom se
that was made by former Governor and President of
the United States Franklin Roosevelt, when at
another tinme in our history -- scary tinmes -- he
gave what was known as the "Four Freedons"
speech, declaring that there are four freedons
that every human being is entitled to, and one of
themis freedomfromfear.

So how do we live the words of FDR
and provide freedomfromfear for our citizens?
First and forenost, it is our responsibility to
condemm it whenever and wherever we see it.
Because here in the State of New York, an attack
on one of us is an attack on all of us.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Yet as frightening
as these tinmes are, | believe that we will get
t hrough them nore unified than ever before. And
why do | say that? Because | w tnessed firsthand
t he specter of tens of thousands of New Yorkers
as they marched just days ago across the
Br ookl yn Bridge, sending a |oud nmessage across
the world that we are united in purpose and that

we come together, when sonmeone under siege needs
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us, regardless of their background.

And second, what gives nme optim sm
about where this state is headed is a historic
diversity in this chanber. This sets the exanple
for the rest of the country and future
generations to truly see what denocracy | ooks
like, fromthe diversity in this chanber. This
i s New York.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: But beyond naki ng
history, as we did just a year ago when | handed
the gavel to ny good friend Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins -- and what a great day
that was -- but nore than just making history, we
nmust nmake a difference, because many New Yorkers
still struggle to nake ends neet and they | ook to
us for hope.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. The
busi ness of the people await.

And one item of business that | wll
close on that is deeply personal to ne, as we get
in 2020 we stand at the century mark when wonen
were finally granted the right to vote. And that

is a novenent that as you all know your New York
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State history -- and if you don't know it, I"1lI
take you to Seneca Falls -- it began with brave,
audaci ous wonen who were New Yorkers. And so --

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: So we honor those
wonen of New York. And | wear the color purple
in recognition of their trials and tribul ations,
to never forget what they strived so hard to do.
And the rest of the nation followed their |ead.

But | think we'd all agree that none
of those wonmen of that tine, those courageous
women who defied the tides of their tinme, none of
t hem woul d be satisfied with the progress we' ve
made thus far in our nation and in our state.

And neither am|. That's why it remains our
noral responsibility, our noral obligation to
fight for full equality, regardless of sex,
ethnicity, national origin, age, disability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

We face chall enging tines ahead, and
we nmust not fall prey to the inflammuatory
rhetoric that seeks to divide us. Having had the
extraordinary privilege of traveling this entire
state and seeing so many of you in your

fascinating districts -- downstate, upstate, from
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Buffalo to Brooklyn -- | know we have nore that
unites us than divides us, because |'ve seen it.

And that is why, if we remain true
to our shared values, steeled in our resolve in
rejecting hate and ensuring that every single
person has the opportunity to achieve their ful
potential, then there is no stopping us, for we
are New York. And we'll once again show the
nation the way forward.

Thank you very much

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's pl ease
proceed to the regular order of business.

THE PRESI DENT: Presentation of
petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: "Dear Majority
Leader Stewart- Cousins:

"I would appreciate the privilege of
the presence of all the Menbers of the New York
State Senate at the Enpire State Plaza Convention

Center on January 8, 2020, at 1:30 p.m to
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deliver the 2020 State of the State and
Budget Address.

“"Very truly yours, Andrew M Cuono."

THE PRESI DENT: To be filed in the
Jour nal .

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
before we proceed with notions and resol utions,
can you pl ease recogni ze our guests fromthe
State Assenbly.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read -- |I'msorry, recogni ze the Assenbly nenbers
t hat have arrived.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER WEI NSTEI N: Thank
you. |I'mhere to report that the Assenbly has
organi zed, we've convened our 2020 session, we're
ready to receive the remarks of the Governor, and
we | ook forward to another productive |egislative
session this year.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
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Assenbl ynenber Wi nstein.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there is a resolution at the desk. Please have
it read inits entirety, and I nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2343, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, directing the
Tenporary President to appoint a comrttee of two
to informthe Governor that the Senate is
organi zed and ready to proceed with business.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye --

THE SECRETARY: "' m sorry.
"RESCLVED, Directing the Tenporary President to
appoint a conmttee of two, conprised of Senator
Har ckham and Senator Little, for the purpose of
inform ng the Governor that the Senate is
organi zed and ready to proceed with business."”

THE PRESI DENT: Got ahead of

nmysel f. My apol ogi es.
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The question is on the resolution.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

Senators Harckhamand Little are
appointed to informthe Governor that the Senate
is assenbl ed and ready to proceed with business.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's another resolution at the desk. Please
have that one read in its entirety and nove for
its i mredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2344, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, directing the
Tenporary President to appoint a comrttee of two
to wait upon the Assenbly and i nformthe body
that the Senate is assenbled and ready to proceed
wi t h busi ness.

"RESCLVED, Directing the Tenporary

President to appoint a commttee of two,
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conpri sed of Senator Kaplan and Senator Borrell o,
for the purpose of waiting upon the Assenbly and
inform ng that body that the Senate is assenbl ed
and ready to proceed with business."

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

Senat ors Kaplan and Borrello are
appointed to informthe Assenbly that the Senate
is assenbl ed and ready to proceed with business.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam Pr esi dent, pl ease recogni ze Senator
Fl anagan for opening remarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Madam President, it's nice to see
you. | tried to get up there to see you, but you

were m ngling anongst the nenbers. And Happy
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New Year to you, and Happy New Year to all of ny
col | eagues.

So | want to start by commendi ng the
rabbi for his thoughtful words and your prayer.
Anytime anyone -- a person of faith can stand
before us and bl ess us, we can always use that.
"' mvery appreciative.

And | wrote down "strength, courage,
tenacity, and determination.” You said a |ot of
ot her things, but that's what | wote down. And
God knows we're going to need plenty of it as we
nove into this comng year. So it's wonderful to
see you here.

And |'m going to add, which | have a
penchant for doing -- but 1'Il do it extrenely
briefly -- we are all privileged to serve in this
body. W are all privileged to be el ected
officials, we are all privileged to be public
servants. Having said that, every one of us
shoul d be proud of what we do. Everyone shoul d
be proud of being a New York State Senator
representing over 300,000 people. W wll have
our differences, as you all know, but we have a
ot more in common than we do what divides us.

So it's very, very inportant for ne
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to say that tinme and tine again. And hopefully
it's a rem nder because when we do have a new
col l eague join us -- now, I'"'mgoing to smle even
br oader, because he happens to be a new col | eague
in our conference. But | want to wel come Senat or
Borrello, who left three days ago to cone to
Al bany because he lives so far in the western
part of the state.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Look, he's got a
fabul ous pedigree. He's a real born and bred
New Yorker, famly business. It was wonderful to
see his famly here today for swearing in,
because it's rem niscent for all of us of how
special a day this is.

H's district is 4139 square mles,
4139 square mles. And on sonme days he can get
across his district faster than D ane Savi no.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: So we all know
what that means, right? Al politics is |ocal.

So | stand before you today grateful
to be here. |I'mserving nowin ny 34th
| egi sl ative session, along -- I'ma classmat e,

al though we started in different houses, of
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Senat or Sewar d.

And | think it's appropriate for ne
to recognize in the Denocratic Conference the
seni or nmenber of that conference, Senator
Vel manette Montgonery, and of course ny good
friend and col | eague Senator Ken LaValle. Their
| ongevity is something that should be emul at ed,
enbraced, and congratul ated for their yeomanlike
service for a very long period of tine.

So as we cone into this day in
particular, this is the -- in nmy opinion, this is
really the Governor's day. This is a day for the
Governor to present his nmessage to the peopl e of
the State of New York. And we play a critical
role in that for sure, certainly, one, by show ng
up; two, by listening; and three, by responding.

And | hope and feel and pray that ny
col | eagues in the Republican Conference will be
t houghtful, be diplomatic, be assertive, be
aggressi ve when need be, and be responsive to the
proposal s that are being put forth by the
Governor. A nunber of them have, so to speak,
| eaped out, which happens with every Governor.
That's fine and that's okay. There are things

that get out there for the public's review
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There's a couple of things out there to salt the
nmedi a, so to speak, and to give themthings to
wite about in anticipation of what the Governor
may say.

And | am | ooking forward to what he
has to offer as a nessage, but | am apprehensive
because |'ve seen sone of the things that have
cone out.

| believe the focuses of our
conference this year will be, as it always is, on
our constituents, on the residents that we
represent, on the taxpayers and the hardworKki ng
m ddl e-cl ass New Yorkers that many of us
represent. W will be one-dinensional, we wll
be focused, we will be parochial. W wll be
col l egial, because we are all state
representatives, but our fundanmental obligation
is to the districts that we represent.

My col | eague Ken LaValle fromthe
Senate First District always says "First District
first.” Loves all of you, but he l|oves his
constituents a lot nore. And we're all selfish
that way, and that's okay, because that's part of
t he process.

But we find ourselves at a tine
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where we have very, very challenging issues for
the people of the great State of New York. |If
you're a taxpayer, it's tough. Woo, it is
tough. |If you're a business owner, it's even
tougher. |If you're a business owner sonepl ace
el se and you' re thinking about comng to

New York, it's even tougher. W have way too
many obstacles, way too many burdens, way too
much oversight and regul ation that doesn't do
really anything to serve the people that we
represent, in our opinion.

W will offer a bold agenda that is
t axpayer-based. W're going to tal k about things
t hat have gone by the boards, |ike a property
rebate check that our constituents |ove and that
t hey deserve. W're going to tal k about not
rai sing taxes, full well know ng that we have a
| arge deficit. And today is not the day to
really get into that.

But I want to focus on one thing in
particular. Qur fundanental obligation includes
maki ng sure that people feel safe, not only in
their hones and their surrounding environs but in
their conmunities. Madam President, you spoke to

this with passion. And that is one of our core
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obligations. | don't believe that this body has
met that obligation. |1 don't believe the public
is as safe as they were a year ago. | don't

bel i eve our | aw enforcenent has been given the
tools that they need to protect our people in
their hones and their communities. | don't
believe our district attorneys have been given
the proper tools and authority and discretion,
along with our judges. And as a result, the
public is |less safe.

And it's been borne out in |ess than
ei ght days on a daily basis. And the

Denocrats -- the Senate Denocrats, the Assenbly

Denocrats, and the Governor -- own that. And I'm
sure many of themw ||l say that's fine. But the
peopl e we represent -- Denocrats, Republicans,

| ndependents, Conservatives -- |'m hearing nore

about these issues than anything el se and
everyt hing el se conbi ned.

What shoul d have happened was nore
di ligence. Wat shoul d have happened was
listening to people who are in the trenches every
day protecting us. But it didn't happen. And
now a | ot of people are wal ki ng back, including

t he Governor and the Mayor of the City of
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New York and a |l ot of other elected officials who
were in strong support of the changes.

They' re not naking the public safe.
That's going to be a critical issue. And when we
cone into session tonorrow, that should be the
only thing that we're dealing wth.

We have many other things that we'll
be dealing with, including the State Budget.
want to work with nmy col |l eagues. | have great
respect for Senator Stewart-Cousins, Senator
G anaris and all ny Denocratic coll eagues. But
we're going to mx it up, you know we are. And |
want to do it in a way that nakes the people that
we represent proud. And when | say | want to do
it that way, | believe | speak for ny coll eagues
in the Republican Conference, including our
newest menber, Senator Borrello.

Madam Pr esi dent,
Senator Stewart-Cousins, Senator G anaris, | am
grateful for the opportunity to be able to stand
here with you. And let's get about doing the
wor k of the people again of the great State of
New Yor k.

Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator
Fl anagan.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam Presi dent, pl ease recognize the Majority
Leader of the State Senate, Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

THE PRESI DENT: Maj ority Leader
Andr ea Stewart - Cousi ns.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you. Thank you so nuch, Madam President. It is
al ways good when you join us and preside over
t hi s auspi ci ous body.

And t hank you for the words that you
spoke and rem ndi ng us of who we are and how far
we' ve cone and yet, of course, how nuch we mnust
do. And we will do it together. | really
appreci ate your being here.

| also want to thank Governor Cuono.
We have acconplished an awful | ot together. And
obviously there are nore victories on the horizon
that we | ook forward to enjoying together.

Also | want to thank nmy partner in

t he ot her house, Speaker Carl Heastie, because we
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know wi t hout the two houses getting together, a
| ot of what we are celebrating as great
acconpl i shnents coul d not have been achi eved.

| always thank you, Senate Mnority
Leader Senator Flanagan. W do get al ong,
despite all of the back and forth. |, again,
enj oy working with you and your conference and
| ook forward to having a productive session as
usual .

And | do want to wel cone the new
Senator. W had a chance to speak a coupl e of
times on the phone. Welconme to our chanber. And
|"msure you will enjoy every day (I aughing).
Come on, right?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And t hen
of course | want to thank nmy wonderfu
conference, the Senate Denbcrats. And actually
t he Li eutenant Governor nentioned what | was
going to say because it's just so inportant.
This conference represents what is great about
New York. It represents in so nany ways the
American dream And it represents America's
val ues. Thank you so nuch for being courageous,

and as the Rabbi said, tenacious, hardworking and
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honest about public service every day. Thank
you.

Ri ght now, though, | do want to
focus on Rabbi Horowitz's words and take a
special nonent to thank himand all of ny friends
from Rockland. And let nme just tell you who's
here, because they don't get to be here often and
| do want to acknow edge our good friend Pau
Adl er, Rabbi Yehuda Gshry -- why don't you stand
when | say your nanme. Rabbi Yehuda Gshry, Shaar
Ephraim We have Asher Grossman, the deputy
mayor of Spring Valley. Hersh Wagschal. W have
t he supervi sor of Ramapo, M chael Stecht, and his
chief of staff we've gotten to know, Mona Mont al
And the chief of police from Ramapo, Chief Brad
Wei del . Thank you so nuch for being here and for
taking time to start us off on just the right
t one.

Rabbi, when | canme to Monsey at your
invitation -- | was there with ny deputy, Senator
G anaris, and of course Senator Carlucci, whose
district you reside in -- | told you then, and |
reiterate to you what | said that day: |In the
face of ugly, hateful, horrific -- this tragedy,

the entire Senate stands with you, with your
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community as you heal and as you pray. There is
no place for hate in this state. None.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And
that -- what 1'd like to do is for all of us just
to stand and give Rabbi Horowitz and his
col | eagues i n Monsey --

(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nmuch again. Your words were encouraging to
all of us to stay focused. And we want | ust
wanted to nmake sure that when we say we stand, we
stand in every -- literally, figuratively. And
we wanted to send you | ove back fromthis chanber
to continue to be a beacon for what needs to
happen all the time -- not only in our great
state but in our nation.

And now, of course, to the business
at hand. So here we are, we're at the beginning
of another session. And |ike you, | think back
to | ast year when we nade all this history and
when you handed ne the gavel.

And as the Lieutenant Covernor
poi nted out this year, 2020, is the
100t h anni versary of the 19th Anendnent. Look
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how far we've cone. Look how far we've cone.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | am so
happy and proud to say that wonmen are not only
voting, we are |eading, as we should, in every
segnent of society, and we are going to continue
t hat strong | eadershi p.

And getting back to | ast year al so,
| think of the victories along the way. W did a
| ot of hugging and cheering on this side. |
t hi nk back al so to when we gavel ed out in
m d- June after nonths and nont hs of nonstop
action. W gaveled out ready to be refreshed and
renewed, but nostly to go back to our districts
and serve our constituents. That's what we did.

Last session, and we all know, was
busy, it was tiring, it was historic. And for

us, we did a record, a record nunber of hearings

on everything -- | think it was about 77 to
date -- and we passed a record nunber of |aws.
So | just want to | ook back. As I

said, we can't rest on our laurels, but it's
i nportant because we did a | ot of good things.
So we'll ook back a little bit at what happened

| ast year. W passed a permanent property tax
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cap. W have the | owest nmiddle-class tax rates
in a generation. W finally stood up for wonen's
choice. Wiile the federal government | ooked to
take wonmen's rights away, we in this chanber
stood up and said no. W held groundbreaking
heari ngs on sexual harassnent, passed |egislation
saying that this scourge had no place in
New York. W stood up for our inmmgrant brothers
and sisters during a very scary tine, stood up
for the LGBT community saying we're with you. W
passed | aws that recogni zed the real dangers of
climate change. W passed the Child Victins Act
and delivered justice to so many abuse victi ns.
We passed groundbreaki ng affordabl e housi ng and
rent control laws. W passed commonsense gun
laws. And we're working towards reform ng our
justice systemand i nproving the voting process.

These are big, historic changes.
They' re changes that have created a nore
af f ordabl e New York for working famlies, a
fairer, safer and nore just New York for so many
of our nei ghbors who were denied basic rights and
equal treatnment under the |law for years.

And while many of us cel ebrated

t hese acconplishnments, we know that change can
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still be scary. Change can cause disconfort. It
can | ead people down a path where fearnongering,
sowi ng division, spinning false narratives seem
attractive. W have to reject this path.

Because when given the choice, we nust al ways
create opportunities for progress rather than
build barriers to prevent it.

We can do so much nore to create
nore opportunities for New Yorkers whose pat hways
to a better future are bl ocked by the sanme old
barriers we've been dealing with for
generations -- barriers to being able to stay in
your home, barriers to getting a quality
education, barriers to accessing decent childcare
or treatnment for addiction. These are barriers
that shouldn't exist in New York in 2020.

So today, with this new session, we
renew our commtnent to creating opportunities,
to leveling the playing field for children |iving
in poverty in rural villages and inner cities;
for honeowners and tenants struggling to nake
ends neet, pay their property taxes or make rent,
fromdownstate to upstate; for long-tine
New Yorkers and new arrivals excited to

experience the prom se of a great new state
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firsthand.

Thi s next session we have to
continue to be bold. W have to continue to
enbrace change. [It's not going to be easy.
We're facing a | arger-than-expected deficit, and
we have working and m ddl e-cl ass residents of our
state who can't shoul der any nore of the tax
burden than they al ready do.

But even with these chall enges, we
must rise to the occasion and neet the needs of
our state. W're going to | ook for ways to fund
our education systemin a fair manner, make sure
all of our students get the proper resources.
We're going to find ways to nake col |l ege nore
af fordabl e so children can stay in the community
and thrive. W're going to make chil dcare nore
af fordabl e so parents can continue to work and
provide for their famlies.

We're going to continue to grow our
econony in all parts of the state, make sure we
create nore jobs. W're going to ensure that our
smal | busi nesses thrive. W're going to help to
bri dge the technol ogy gap and even try, finally,
to bring broadband to rural areas. W' re going

to continue to reformour voting system W're
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going to stand up for our brothers and sisters in
| abor. We're going to continue to | ook to stop
the horrors of gun violence. W're going to | ook
to rebuild our crunbling infrastructure and
transportation systenms. W' re going to continue
to take on the opioid crisis that is facing our
state and our country. W' re going to continue
to recogni ze the dangers of climte change, pass
real reforms to clean up our environnent.

And as we've begun, and finally,
we're going to continue to stand up to hate.
We're going to say that there's no place for that
in our state. And | believe that because we
understand the gravity of the work and the fact
that we have so much work to do, we're going to
do it together the way New Yorkers do.

Let's get to work. Happy New Year.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Majority
Leader, for your heartfelt remarks.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this tinme we have two handups to the desk on
behal f of the Majority Leader. There's a handup

related to Majority Conference nenbershi p change

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

34

that | ask be filed in the Journal. And | also,
in consultation with Mnority Leader Flanagan on
behal f of Leader Stewart-Cousins, offer a handup
related to a change in Mnority Conference
menber shi p and ask that that also be filed in the
Jour nal .

THE PRESI DENT: The handups are
received and will be filed in the Journal.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Il will remind ny
col | eagues that we are supposed to be receiving
t he Governor's address at 1:30, so please proceed
pronptly to the hall for the speech

And with that, | nove to adjourn
until tonorrow, Thursday, January 9th, at
11: 00 a. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Thursday,
January 9th, at 11:00 a.m

(Whereupon, at 1:10 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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