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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

June 19, 2019
1: 20 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
June 18, 2019, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, June 17,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 10,
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Senat or Hoyl man noves to di scharge, fromthe
Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 2785A
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 3118A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 293.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 13,
Senat or Breslin noves to discharge, fromthe
Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 2969A
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 2849A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 462.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 14,
Senat or Parker noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1503 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 1607, Third Readi ng Cal endar 526.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 17,
Senat or Parker noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Commerce, Econom c Devel opnent and
Smal | Busi ness, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2166 and

substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
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Nunber 4888, Third Readi ng Cal endar 592.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 25,
Senat or Conrie noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Consuner Protection, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 2374 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill Nunber 3582, Third Readi ng Cal endar
870.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 37,
Senat or Breslin noves to discharge, fromthe
Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7634A
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 5616A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1161

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 30,
Senat or Bi aggi noves to discharge, fromthe
Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4267A
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 4281A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1063.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

substitution is so ordered.
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Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

Can we pl ease begin by calling an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332, and we'll sinultaneously take up
resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay, now can we
pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1996, by Senator Montgomery, read that
resolution's title only, and recognize
Senat or Mont gonery.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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1996, by Senator Montgomery, comrenorating the
40t h Anni versary of Black Veterans for Soci al
Justice, Inc.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mont gonery on the resol ution

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to pay tribute to a
very, very special and inportant organization in
the county -- in the Borough of Brooklyn, County
of Kings -- and especially within the 25th Senate
District. It is the 40th anniversary of Bl ack
Veterans for Social Justice.

Bl ack Vets was founded way back in
1979 by Job Mashari ki, who hinself was a veteran
who saw the need for veterans, especially black
veterans in the Borough of Brooklyn, who had no
pl ace to go, no organization that was especially
serving the needs that they had at that tine.
Since then, over the 40 years, Black Vets has
grown to be a significant organization serving
especially black veterans, but all veterans,
especially veterans of the Vietnamconflict, but
al so veterans of all conflicts.

And it has been able to do not only
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services, connecting themw th services that they
need, but al so providing sone housing, and just
absol utely has becone, for that conmunity, a

pl ace of refuge and a special place in that

bor ough.

So | amvery, very honored to honor
them today and to say how nuch | appreciate the
fact that a group of veterans who saw their
needs -- and especially a veteran in the nanme of
Job Mashari ki, who saw a need, had a dream had a
vi sion and worked to nmake it happen, and to this
day is serving veterans in the Borough of
Br ookl yn.

So on their 40th anniversary, | want
to say to thema very special conmendation

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

As a veteran and as a bl ack veteran,
| salute the Black Veterans. | know M. Job
Mashari ki, a fine gentlenman and an out st andi ng
Brookl ynite. The only thing that could be

better, if he were from Queens. But he is from
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Brookl yn, and | appreciate that.

And on the occasion of their
40t h anni versary, may they continue to serve al
veterans, and that's what they do, serve al
vet er ans.

Thank you very nuch for bringing
this before the body.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was adopted on June 18th.

Senat or Bi aggi .

SENATOR BI AGA : Pl ease take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1997, by
Senat or Montgonery, read that resolution by title
only, and recogni ze Senator Montgonery on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1997, by Senator Montgomery, congratul ating
Ronald A. WIllians, Credentialed Al coholismand
Subst ance Abuse Counsel or, upon the occasion of
his retirement after 42 years of dedicated
service to New York Therapeutic Communiti es,

I nc., on June 26, 2019.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Mont gonery on the resol ution.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to once again thank a very
speci al gentl enman who has been, for ne, for so
many years an extrenely inportant person to
provi de support and guidance as |'ve tried to
deal with issues around crimnal justice in
particul ar.

Ron Wlliams will be retiring this
year. But when | first net him he was at that
point, | believe, the vice president of the
organi zati on Therapeutic Conmunities, Inc. In
that capacity he was responsi ble for designing a
programthat we now know to be and that he
referred to as Serendipity, as part of Stay'n
Qut. Meaning that that organization was going to
address the needs of people who were returning
from havi ng been incarcerated, and they were
going to be able to stay out of prison because
organi zations |i ke Therapeutic Communities, like
Serendi pity, were going to be there specifically
to help reorient people back into their

comunity.
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It was Ron WIIlians who has
devel oped this program has shared the success of
that program wi th peopl e throughout our country,
and in fact has had ot her people, other countries
come to America or himgoing to other countries,
havi ng been invited, to show other people howto
successfully build a programthat neets the needs
of people who were formerly incarcerated.

So | amthankful to himfor his
contributions, not only to help ne -- and |'ve
met, through him nany peopl e who have returned.
| " ve had many di scussions with them And they
now provi de services in my district for nen and
for wonen as a residential program Stay'n Qut
Serendipity |, Serendipity II.

And | really, really think that
unl ess we begin to tap into the significant
experience of people like Ron Wllians, we wll
m ss an opportunity to build successful prograns
for people who are returning from having been
i ncar cer at ed.

So | amreally very thankful to him
| know that he is going to be retiring, but he
will not |eave his job because he is so commtted

to making sure that we do this the right way.
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So thanks to Ron WIlliams, and thank
you, M. President, for allowing ne to honor him
t oday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on June 18th.

Senat or Bi aggi .

SENATOR BI AGA : At the request of
t he sponsors, all of today's resolutions are open
for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senat or Bi aggi .

SENATCR BI AGA : The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 1:30 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
1:51 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tine there will be an imedi ate joint
nmeeting of the Commttees on Corporations,

Aut horities and Comm ssions and Transportation in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the joint
Cor porations, Authorities and Comm ssions and
Transportation Committees in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
return to reports of standing commttees.

| believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is areport of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 934, by Senator O Mara,
an act in relation to authorizing state
rei mbursenent to the Jasper-Troupsburg Centra
School District for the purchase of school buses;

Senate Print 1681, by

Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
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Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 2000A, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 2313, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law and the Tax Law,
Senate Print 2385, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 3146, by Senator Mrie,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,
Senate Print 3168B, by Senator
Gounardes, an act to amend the General Minicipa
Law and the Retirenent and Social Security Law,
Senate Print 3329, by
Senat or LaValle, an act to amend Chapter 399 of
t he Laws of 2008;
Senate Print 3439A, by
Senator Myrie, an act directing the
Met ropol i tan Transportation Authority to renane
certain subway stations;
Senate Print 3457, by
Senat or Mont gonery, an act to anend the

Crimnal Procedure Law
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Senate Print 3801, by

Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the Retirenent

and Social Security Law
Senate Print 3851, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to amend the

Gener al Busi ness Law;

Senate Print 3860, by Senator Lanza,

an act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law
Senate Print 3909A, by
Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 3985B, by
Senat or Stavi sky, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 4285A, by
Senator Carlucci, an act to amend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 4440, by Senator
G anaris, an act to anend the Executive Law
Senate Print 4804B, by
Senat or Ranzenhofer, an act to amend the
Local Finance Law,
Senate Print 4865A, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the

Real Property Actions and Proceedi ngs Law,
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Senate Print 5348A, by
Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the Vehicle and
Traffic Law
Senate Print 5414C, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
Retirement and Social Security Law,
Senate Print 5552, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 5612A, by
Senat or Harckham an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 5714, by Senator
O Mara, an act to amend the Correction Law,
Senate Print 5810, by
Senat or Mont gonery, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 5886A, by
Senat or Gaughran, an act to anend the
Local Finance Law,
Senate Print 5903A, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
CGeneral Munici pal Law;
Senate Print 6030, by Senator Mayer,

an act to direct the Departnent of State to
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conduct a study on the use of legal material in
an electronic format and access to such | egal
materi al s;

Senate Print 6113A, by
Senator Carlucci, an act to amend the
Public Authorities Law

Senate Print 6139, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to anmend the Raci ng,
Pari - Mut uel Wagering and Breedi ng Law,

Senate Print 6253, by
Senator Breslin, an act to authorize Church of
God and Saints of Christ to file an application
for certain real property tax exenptions in the
City of Al bany;

Senate Print 6255, by
Senator LaValle, an act to authorize the Town of
Br ookhaven to extend the boundari es of the Rocky
Point Fire District to include the Village of
Shor eham

Senate Print 6281A, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend t he Hudson River
Park Act;

Senate Print 6285A, by Senator
Ranzenhofer, an act to authorize the Town of

Amherst, County of Erie, to alienate and
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di sconti nue the use of certain parklands;
Senate Print 6289A, by Senator My,
an act to anmend the Tax Law and the Al coholic
Beverage Control Law
Senate Print 6331, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the
Public Authorities Law
Senate Print 6335, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;
Senate Print 6359, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to anmend the Raci ng,
Pari - Mut uel Wagering and Breedi ng Law,
Senate Print 6377A, by
Senat or Seward, an act to anend the H ghway Law;
Senate Print 6385, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend Chapter 164 of
t he Laws of 2017,
Senate Print 6395, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;
Senate Print 6409, by
Senat or Gaughran, an act to anend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;

Senate Print 6410, by
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Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Private Housing Fi nance Law;
Senate Print 6417, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the New York
City Gvil Court Act;
Senate Print 6418A, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anend the New York City
Charter;
Senate Print 6421B, by
Senator Myrie, an act to amend the El ection Law
Senate Print 6439, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 6449, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the Election Law,
Senate Print 6450, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the Election Law,
Senate Print 6467, by Senator
Brooks, an act to anend the Executive Law
Senate Print 6469, by Senator Ranos,
an act to amend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 6471, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;

Senate Print 6472, by Senator
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Persaud, an act to anend the Fam |y Court Act;
Senate Print 6475, by Senator
Bail ey, an act to amend the Famly Court Act;
Senate Print 6482A, by Senator
Breslin, an act to anend the Insurance Law,
Senate Print 6496, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 6499, by
Senator Conrie, an act to amend the
Private Housi ng Fi nance Law;
Senate Print 6508A, by
Senator Conrie, an act to authorize the assessor
of the County of Nassau to accept a retroactive
application for exenption fromreal property
t axes;
Senate Print 6525B, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the Tax Law and
the State Finance Law,
Senate Print 6527, by Senator My,
an act to anmend the Executive Law
Senate Print 6533, by Senator
Mont gonery, an act to amend the Family Court Act;
Senate Print 6534, by Senator

Mont gonery, an act to amend the Family Court Act;
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Senate Print 6535, by Senator
Mont gonmery, an act to amend the Family Court Act;
Senate Print 6536, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;
Senate Print 6541A, by Senator
Hoyl man, an act to anend the Navi gation Law
Senate Print 6542, by
Senat or Benjamin, an act to anend the Tax Law
Senate Print 6550, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
Crim nal Procedure Law,
Senate Print 6551, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Local Energency Housi ng Rent Control Act;
Senate Print 6553, by
Senat or Metzger, an act establishing the New York
Task Force on Agricultural |nvestnent;
Senate Print 6555, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 6559, by
Senat or Thomas, an act authori zing the
Commi ssi oner of Education and the Chancel | or of

t he Board of Regents, with the approval of the
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Board of Regents, to appoint nonitors to oversee
t he Henpstead Uni on Free School District;

Senate Print 6567, by
Senat or Harckham an act requiring the paynent of
prevailing wages to affected enpl oyees of the
| ndi an Poi nt Nucl ear Power Pl ant;

Senate Print 6568, by Senator
Thomas, an act directing the Division of Crimnal
Justice Services to study the state of the police
department in the Village of Henpstead;

Senate Print 6591, by Senator
Har ckham an act to amend the Mental Hygi ene Law,

Senate Print 6594, by Senator
Bi aggi, an act to amend the Executive Law, and

Senate Print 6595, by Senator
Skoufis, an act to anend the Village Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Rules Commttee report is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
153, Senate Print 3292A, by Senator Ranps, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
179, Senate Print 2827, by Senator May, an act to
anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 179, voting in the negative:
Senat ors Anedore and Lanza.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
211, Senate Print 1411A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Gvil Rights Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 211, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Gallivan and Marti nez.

Al so Senator Giffo.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
293, Assenbly Print Number 2785A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber CGottfried, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
439, Senate Print 4519A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
462, Assenbly Print Nunmber 2969A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Peopl es- St okes, an act
to amend the |Insurance Law and the Public Health
Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
526, Assenbly Print Number 1503, substituted

earlier by Assenbl ynenber Vanel, an act directing
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the study of the future inplenmentation of fifth
and future generation wreless network system
technology in the state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 526, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Funke and Seward.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
563, Senate Print 2575A, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| just wanted to thank, first and
forenost, Assenblyman Nick Perry for his work on
this bill for many years, and we were able to get
it to the floor of the Senate.

This was in response to the tragic
killing of an individual by the name of Jayson
Tirado, where a bullet was fired and it was not
reported by the officer that was on duty -- it
was never reported by the officer that the
firearmwas di scharged.

This bill sinply would require that
wi thin six hours, once a bullet is discharged,
that the officer or peace officer that discharged
the bullet would have to report that incident to
their superior. |It's just a sinple transparency
nmeasure that | think will continue to bring | aw
enforcenent and the community together. And for

that reason, M. President, | vote aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 563, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Funke,
@Gl | i van, Gaughran, Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs,
Jordan, Lanza, Martinez, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhof er and Tedi sco. Al so Senator Robach.

Al so Senator Ritchie. Also Senators Little and

Sewar d.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
566, Senate Print 3443, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

Yest erday we spoke about the inpacts
of closing nuclear power plants. This is a
nmeasure to help alleviate that for comunities.

The spent fuel rods have real val ue,
whet her they're in wet storage or dry storage.
And simlarly, that will be there forever. You
know, that's the failure of federal policy to
find a place for spent nucl ear fuel.

So as the school districts, the
towns and the villages | ose the tax revenue, this
will allowthemto assess a real value which
t hose rods do possess, and at |east they will be
able to gain sonme value to continue to support
t he school district and the activities of the
towns and the villages.

| fully support -- | say aye, and |
want to thank Assenbl ywoman Sandy Gal ef for
bringing this to the attention.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6602

Cal endar Nunber 566, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Serino,
Seward and Tedi sco. Also Senator Robach

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
592, Assenbly Print Nunmber 2166, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Bichotte, an act to
anmend the Econom c Devel opnment Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
612, Senate Print 93, by Senator Kam nsky, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

SENATOR BI AGA : Lay the bill aside
for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
646, Senate Print 5160, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Montgonery to explain her vote. Senator

Mont gonery? Senat or Mont gonmery, to explain your
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vot e.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.

I"mgoing to -- there are a nunber
of bills on today that | am happy to be
sponsoring, and this really is a -- if | my
speak on one of them but with the intention of
drawing -- of saying that they really are al
related. And they're specifically relevant to
what we have done years ago, and that is
| egislation to raise the age for young peopl e who
are in trouble.

So these bills fill in sone of the
gaps, and | will say briefly what they are neant
to do.

One of these bills is specifically
to allow for the courts to waive some of the fees
that are associated with young people going to
court. Another one of themis to nake sure that
we do not use shackl es on young people who are in
court if they're under 21. One of these bills is
to make sure that young people are given their
rights and explained their rights and that they
are videotaped fromthe initial interrogation

process.
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Soif we -- if we -- that's what we
were tal king about? Wat? |I'msorry, |'m
speaki ng on the wong bill.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Should I go
ahead and continue and then | won't have to speak
on ny bill? W'Il cone back to ny bill

Thank you. Sorry, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 646, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Anedore, Antonacci,

Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Serino and
Seward. Also Senator Tedi sco, Senator Robach and
Senator Ott. Also Senator Little.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
740, Senate Print 5446, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 740, voting in the negative:
Senator Martinez.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
758, Senate Print 3463, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law and the |nsurance
Law.

SENATOR BI AGA : Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
847, Senate Print 5246A, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
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is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
870, Assenbly Print Nunmber 2374, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Dinowitz, an act to
amend t he General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
920, Senate Print 3845, by Senator Helnm ng, an
act to authorize Brad Steve to receive certain
service credit under Section 384-d of the
Retirement and Social Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
924, Senate Print 5205A, by Senator Gounardes,

act to anend the Cvil Service Law

an
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 924, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Funke, Gllivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Lanza, LaValle, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino and
Seward. Also Senator Little.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
931, Senate Print 2613A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6610

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 931, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Amedore, Funke, @Gallivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, Little,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Robach, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
945, Senate Print 5865A, by Senator Giffo, an
act to authorize the Towmn of New Hartford, in the
County of Oneida, to alienate certain parklands
and to dedi cate other |ands as parKkl ands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
946, Senate Print 5895, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
976, Senate Print 6172, by Senator Martinez, an

act to anend the Executive Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 976, voting in the negative:
Senat or Jor dan.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1063, Assenbly Print Nunmber 4267A, substituted

earlier by Assenbl ynenber Hevesi, an act to anend

the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1064, Senate Print 4504A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1064, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Antonacci, Funke,

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jacobs, Jordan,
LavValle, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer and Seri no.
Ayes, 48. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1161, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7634A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber MDonal d, an act to
anmend Chapter 450 of the Laws of 2018.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1240, Senate Print 2458A, by Senator Akshar, an
act authorizing the Towmn of Hancock, County of
Del aware, to alienate and convey certain parcels
of | and.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There

is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1355, Senate Print 5974A, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1355, those Senators voting in
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t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jordan, Lanza, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and
Tedi sco. Also Senator Little.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1377, Senate Print 2371B, by Senator Kam nsky, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1446, Senate Print 6320A, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anend the Public Housing Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1450, Senate Print 6352, by Senator Kaplan, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1500, Senate Print 4223, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1500, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Amedore, Antonacci,
Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, Jordan, LaValle, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1523, Senate Print 6257A, by Senator Harckham an
act inrelation to authorizing the conptroller of
the Town of Munt Pleasant to refund fees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1547, Senate Print 4189A, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Transportation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1547, voting in the negative:
Senat or Anedore

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1554, Senate Print 5157A, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect October 1, 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1589, Senate Print 6554, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1635, Senate Print 6457A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1650, Senate Print 6524, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the G vil Service Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay the bill
asi de tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1654, Senate Print 6544A, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anmend the Financial Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1656, Senate Print 6557, by Senator @Gllivan, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1657, Senate Print 6560, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anmend the Fam |y Court Act and the
Donestic Rel ati ons Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1659, Senate Print 6573, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President.

This bill, which was introduced at
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t he request of the Governor, and the | anguage of
whi ch has been negoti ated between the Senate and
the Assenbly, would limt the extrene enotiona
di st urbance defense to nmurder in the first
degree, nurder in the second degree, and
aggravat ed rmnurder.

The bill would provide that the
defense is not avail abl e when the def endant
killed the victimas a result of the discovery,
know edge or disclosure of the victims sexual
orientation, sex, gender, gender identity, gender
expression, or sex assigned at birth. No
| onger -- once we pass this bill,

M. President -- would a victinms sexua
orientation or gender identity or expression be
weaponi zed agai nst them after their nurder.

This bill is dedicated to the nenory
of Matthew Shepard and Islan Nettles, two proud
menbers of the LGBT conmmunity who were nurdered
and whose sexual orientation and gender identity
and expressi on was used agai nst them

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1660, Senate Print 6574, by Senator Biaggi, an
act to anend the Crimnal Procedure Law and the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1660, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Lanza and
Ranzenhof er.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1661, Senate Print 6575, by Senator Sanders, an
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act to anend the Executive Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1662, Senate Print 6576, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1663, Senate Print 6577, by Senator Biaggi, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside

tenporarily.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1664, Senate Print 6578, by Senator Ranps, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1667, Senate Print 5294A by Senator Ranps, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.
| rise to explain why this bill is

so inportant, twofold. One is |legalizing e-bikes
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really does protect our immgrant delivery
wor ker s.

New Yor kers | ove things done fast,
qui ckly and well, and oftentines nowadays
restaurants are requiring our inmgrant delivery
workers to own e-bikes. And so by legalizing
them we' re ensuring that the crackdown,
specifically by the NYPD, is finally put to rest.
These fol ks have been stopped, ticketed $500
api ece, which is oftentimes nmuch nore than what
they make in wages. Many tines they have their
bi kes confiscated, which is obviously a very
i nportant tool of their trade.

But this also is about mcronobility
and allowi ng that e-bi ke and e-scooters both
contribute, hopefully, to alternatives to cars in
pl aces where it nakes sense. And that's why
we're trusting that each |ocal governnent will be
able to make the right decisions for
i npl enentation for thensel ves.

So | want to thank ny | eader, Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, and ny col | eagues, both on this
side of the aisle and across, who have been so
supportive of this nmeasure. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Senator Ranps to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1667, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Felder, Jacobs,
LaVall e and Little.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1668, Senate Print 6293A, by Senator Conrie, an
act to authorize, for certain public works
undertaken pursuant to project |abor agreenents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 14. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1668, voting in the negative:

Senat or LaVall e.
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Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1669, Senate Print 6372A, by Senator Conrie, an
act establishing the "Gateway Devel opnent
Conmmi ssion Act."

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside
tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1670, Senate Print 6532A, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the El ection Law

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1673, Senate Print 934, by Senator O Mara, an act
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inrelation to authorizing state reinbursenent to
t he Jasper-Troupsburg Central School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Skoufis
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7289 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1681, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1674.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1674, Assenbly Print Number 7289, by
Assenbl ynmenber Barrett, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the second of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1675, Senate Print 2000A, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect Decenber 31, 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1675, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Amedore, Funke, Little,
Ott, Ranzenhofer and Robach.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1676, Senate Print 2313, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law and the
Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1677, Senate Print 2385, by Senator Parker, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Myri e noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1454 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 3146, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1678.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1678, Assenbly Print Number 1454, by
Assenbl ymenber Buchwal d, an act to anmend the
El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or CGounar des
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4079B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 3168B, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1679.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

substitution is so ordered.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1679, Assenbly Print Nunmber 4079B, by
Assenbl ynenber Joyner, an act to amend the
CGeneral Municipal Law and the Retirenent and
Soci al Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator LaValle
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5806 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 3329, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1680.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6637

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1680, Assenbly Print Nunmber 5806, by
Assenbl ynmenber Pal unbo, an act to anend the
Chapter 399 of the Laws of 2008.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1681, Senate Print 3439A, by Senator Myrie, an
act directing the Metropolitan Transportation

Aut hority to renane certain subway stations.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1682, Senate Print 3457, by Senator Montgonery,
an act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Montgonery to explain her vote.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Yes, thank
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you, M. President, on the -- finally on the
right bill.

| want to first of all thank our
Majority Leader for her consistent support on
this issue, the larger issue being what do we do,
how do we treat young people in our crimnal
justice, juvenile justice court system

And so this is really an extension
of the laws that we al ready passed in prior years
to raise the age for young people in our state.
So this one, along with several others that we
wi || be passing today, |ooks to address issues
related to what happens to young peopl e when they
go to court. And in this particular case it wll
allow the courts to allow us to waive the fees
that are quite onerous when it comes to people
who find thensel ves having to go to court before
a j udge.

And we will al so be passing
| egislation that will require a videotaping of
i nterrogations of young people. That was a very
maj or issue in the Central Park 5. And if we had
had that back at that time, we nmay have had a
di fferent outconme for those young peopl e.

We're al so going to be doing
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| egi slation which will prevent young people from
bei ng shackl ed when they're in court. Unless
it's absolutely necessary, we do not have to
shackl e t hem

We're al so passing | egislation today
that will require a nore definitive plan for
young peopl e who are going to be conming back to
their conmmunity from having been away at a
facility away fromtheir home. So that there
will be a plan for them how do we address their
lives going forward, help them putting back their
lives in their community, in their schools, and
wi th people who they should be able to
reintegrate with, and their famlies.

So |'"mvery happy, thankful. |1
thank the central staff. They've been very, very
significantly hel pful in hel ping us to put
together this program And | amjust only very
happy that finally we will treat children as
children in this crimnal justice, juvenile
justice system and hopefully will help them get
back on track but treat themwith the dignity
that they deserve and with the recognition that
if we do this right, young people can turn their

lives around, they do not have to end up going
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further into the crimnal justice system

So with that, thank you,
M. President. | vote aye on this. And | wll
be voting aye on all of those. And | thank ny
col | eagues for al so supporting this -- these
bills that we have before us today. Thank you.
| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Montgonery to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1682, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, LaValle, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino,
Seward and Tedi sco. Al so Senator Boyl e.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Sergeants, please nake sure to keep
t he doors closed. Thank you.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Skoufis
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4436 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 3801, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1683.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1683, Assenbly Print Number 4436, by
Assenbl ynenber Abbate, an act to amend the
Retirement and Social Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1684, Senate Print 3851, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1685, Senate Print 3860, by Senator Lanza, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1686, Senate Print 3909A, by Senator Kam nsky, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Cal endar Nunber 1687 is high and

will be laid aside for the day.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Carl ucci
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Aging,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4109B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 4285A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1688.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1688, Assenbly Print Nunmber 4109B, by
Assenbl ynmenber GQunther, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1689, Senate Print 4440, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1690, Senate Print 4804B, by Senator Ranzenhofer,
an act to anmend the Local Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1691, Senate Print 4865A, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anmend the Real Property Actions and

Proceedi ngs Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

This legislation is about ensuring
that predatory real estate speculators can't take
advantage of famlies who inherit property after
the death of a loved one by filing a partition
action in court to force the sale of that
property for a bel ow market val ue.

There was a NY1 investigative piece
that I saw that showed how predatory specul ators
operating in places |ike Brooklyn brought this
i ssue to our attention.

Under the current |aw, when a
property has multiple owners holding the tenants
as tenants in common, an owner can force a sale

of the property by filing a partition action.
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This | egislation would nmake it such that
co-owners would have the right of first refusa
to buy out any co-owners such as real estate
specul ators seeking that partition and require
the courts to prioritize partitions in kind,
di viding the property, and ensure that
court-ordered sal es are done on the open market
for fair market val ue.

| wanted to thank Senat or
Mont gonery, Assenbl ynenber Tremai ne Wight, and
our coll eague across in the other house,
Assenbl ynmenber Jeff Dinowitz, for supporting this
| egi sl ation.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Montgonery to expl ain her

vot e.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Yes,
M. President, | rise to just thank ny coll eague
Senat or Hoyl man for this legislation. It

certainly is a very serious issue for nmany of the
homeowners in ny district and | think across the
city.

And as you know, we had a hearing
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earlier in the year where a nunber of people cane
to tal k about issues specifically relevant to
homeowners and the issues around peopl e being
fraudulently fleeced out of their properties.
And this was one of those ways that it's
happened.

So | want to thank you for this
| egislation. And I know that Senator Kavanagh
was al so at that hearing. A nunber of us heard
fromour -- people cone to us to say please do
sonmething to make sure this doesn't happen to the
properties that we inherited.

So thank you, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mont gonmery to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1692, Senate Print 5348A, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside
tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
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asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 1693 is
high and will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1694, Senate Print 5552, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

SENATCR O MARA: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1694, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Jacobs, Jordan, LaValle, O Mara,

Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1695, Senate Print 5612A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1695, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Funke,

Gl livan, Giffo, Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie and Robach.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1696, Senate Print 5714, by Senator O Mara, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1697, Senate Print 5810, by Senator Montgonery,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1697, those Senators voting in

t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
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Ant onacci, Boyle, Funke, Gllivan, Giffo,
Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, O Mara, Ott,

Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1698, Senate Print 5886A, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anend the Local Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1699, Senate Print 5903A, by Senator Gounardes,

an act to amend the General Minicipal Law.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6654

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Finance,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 382 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6030, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1700.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1700, Assenbly Print Nunmber 382, by
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Assenbl ynmenber Lifton, an act to direct the
Departnment of State to conduct a study on the use
of legal material in an electronic fornat.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1700, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Carl ucci
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7587A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6113A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1702.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1702, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7587A, by
Assenbl ymenber Abinanti, an act to anmend the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
supporting this legislation. The Toll Payer
Protection Act was born of a barrage of phone
calls and enmails and other conplaints that I
received in ny office after the cashless tolling

went into effect on the Tappan Zee Bridge. W
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saw residents were hit with what was supposed to
be a $5 toll was turning into a $100 fine each
time they went across. Many residents didn't
even realize they had these outstanding fines
until it was sent to collection.

The Toll Payer Protection Act puts
in safeguards for toll payers, protects our data,
puts a freeze on the tinme that bills can be sent
to collection, allows us to get notified in a
timely manner, we can sign up for texts, for
emai|l alerts, have a dispute systemin place to
make sure that consuners, that toll payers have
recourse if they've been wongly charged a tol
and a fine.

This legislation will go a | ong way
in protecting residents in our conmunities.
Unfortunately, |'ve seen residents with thousands
of dollars intolls -- or fines, literally
driving theminto debt.

So | want to thank ny coll eagues for
supporting this. |'m hopeful that the Governor
will signit into law and nake it a reality in
New York State.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1702, voting in the negative:
Senat or Ranzenhof er.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1703, Senate Print 6139, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering and
Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 14. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1703, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Flanagan, Giffo,

Jordan, LaValle, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Serino and
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Seward. Also Senator Lanza.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Breslin
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8112 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6253, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1704.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1704, Assenbly Print Number 8112, by
Assenbl ymenber McDonal d, an act to authorize
Church of God and Saints of Christ to file an
application for certain real property tax
exenpti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1704, those Senators voting in

t he negative are Senators Akshar, Antonacci and

O Mar a.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1705, Senate Print 6255, by Senator LaValle, an
act to authorize the Town of Brookhaven to extend
t he boundaries of the Rocky Point Fire District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1706, Senate Print 6281A, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anmend the Hudson River Park Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, | represent the Hudson
Ri ver Park, along with Senators Jackson and
Kavanagh. It runs from59th Street down to the
Battery. The park itself is insured by both the
State of New York and the city. But Route 9A,
whi ch is the highway al ong the park and the
bi keway, is left in a gray area.

There was a terrible incident there
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that occurred in 2017, a terror attack that |
think we're all too famliar with that killed

ei ght people and injured 11 others along the

bi keway. Follow ng that attack, the Hudson River
Park Trust annual insurance costs ballooned from
about $2 nmillion to over $3 million. They are
not indemified by the State of New York even

t hough that bikeway is entirely 100 percent state
property.

The state should have the sole
financial responsibility for the liabilities and
insurance. And to mnimze the costs of Hudson
River Park's liability, the state's obligations
to Route 9A should be nmet separately from any
i nsurance policy held by the Hudson River Park
Trust.

Thank you to ny col | eagues for their
support of this legislation. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1707, Senate Print 6285A, by Senator Ranzenhofer,
an act to authorize the Town of Amherst.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is not a honme-rul e message avail abl e at the desk.
The bill will be laid aside for the day.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or May noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 7947A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6289A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1708.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1708, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7947A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Lupardo, an act to anend the
Tax Law and the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1708, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Boyle, Flanagan, Funke, @Gallivan,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino,
Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1709, Senate Print 6331, by Senator Parker, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1710, Senate Print 6335, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside
tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1711, Senate Print 6359, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering and
Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1711, voting in the negative:
Senat or LaVal l e.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1712, Senate Print 6377A, by Senator Seward, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hoyl man
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8189 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6385, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1713.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1713, Assenbly Print Number 8189, by
Assenbl ynenber Dinowitz, an act to amend
Chapter 164 of the Laws of 2017.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1714, Senate Print 6395, by Senator Hoyl man, an
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act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1714, voting in the negative:
Senat or Ranzenhof er.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1715, Senate Print 6409, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1716, Senate Print 6410, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Private Housing Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anaris

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7525 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6417, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1717.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1717, Assenbly Print Number 7525, by
Assenbl ynenber DenDekker, an act to anend the
New York City GCivil Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1718, Senate Print 6418A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the New York City Charter.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1718, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Anmedore, @Gllivan,
Hel mi ng, Jordan, Ranzenhofer, Jacobs, O Mara,
Ott and Serino.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1719, Senate Print 6421B, by Senator Myrie, an
act to anend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1719, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Boyle, Flanagan, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Serino, Seward and
Tedi sco. Also Senator LaValle.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8056 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6439, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1720.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1720, Assenbly Print Number 8056, by
Assenbl ynmenber Epstein, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Conrie
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3543 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6449, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1721.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1721, Assenbly Print Number 3543, by
Assenbl ynmenber Carroll, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1722, Senate Print 6450, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 15th of Decenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Brooks
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 8095A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6467, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1723.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1723, Assenbly Print Nunmber 8095A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Barrett, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott to explain his vote

SENATOR ORTT: Yes, thank you,

M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

This may be a veterans bill, but |
do not believe it is a good or necessarily a
needed veterans bill.

There are already veterans county
service officers, and | know there's another bil
that will address them But there are already
channel s whereby a veteran who wants to chal |l enge
or try to get his discharge changed -- there
are avenues and ways to do that.

The fact of the matter is the
maj ority of veterans who have | ess than honorabl e
or di shonorabl e charges have themfor a very good
reason. And | don't think we need to be creating
separate boards here at the state level to try to
tackle what is not only a federal issue, but in
some cases we're expendi ng resources and tine on
veterans who quite frankly have di shonorabl e or

| ess than honorabl e discharges for very good
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reasons, that the mlitary and the Departnent of
Def ense has verifi ed.

And we al ready have avenues -- if
there are veterans who want to pursue changes or
appeal, they can go through their county veteran
service officers, they can go through the VA
There's already veterans groups that |obby the
federal governnment -- the American Legion, the
VFW -- that all have resources to try and assi st
veterans with these kinds of issues.

But | don't think this is a
necessary bill or an area, quite frankly, that we
need to be addressing here in the New York State
Senat e.

So while |I often support ny

col | eague across the aisle, chair of the Veterans

Commttee, as we try to assist veterans, | just
don't believe this bill is necessary or certainly
needed at this time, and | will be voting in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1723, those Senators voting in
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t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco. Al so
Senator LaValle. Also Senator Boyle.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Ranps noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8035 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6469, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1724.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1724, Assenbly Print 8035, by Assenbl ynenber
Fall, an act to anend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1724, those Senators voting in
the negative are Senators @Gl livan, Giffo,
Jacobs and Ott.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hoyl man
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7600 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6471, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1725.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1725, Assenbly Print Number 7600, by

Assenbl ymenber Abi nanti, an act to anmend the
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Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Persaud
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7941 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6472, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1726.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1726, Assenbly Print Number 7941, by
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Assenbl ynenber Jaffee, an act to amend the
Fam |y Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1726, those Senators voting in

t he negative are Senators Akshar, Flanagan and

Gal I'i van.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1727, Senate Print 6475, by Senator Bailey, an
act to anend the Fam |y Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1727, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Funke, Giffo, Jacobs, Jordan,
LavValle, Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchie, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Cal endar 1728 is high and will be
| ai d aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1729, Senate Print 6496, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill will be laid aside for the day.

There is a substitution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Conrie
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Housi ng, Construction and Conmunity Devel opnent,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5175 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6499, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1730.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1730, Assenbly Print Number 5175, by
Assenbl ynenber Bl ake, an act to anend the
Private Housi ng Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1731, Senate Print 6508A, by Senator Conrie, an

act to authorize the assessor of the County of
Nassau to accept a retroactive application for
exenption fromreal property taxes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1731, those Senators voting in

t he negative are Senators Akshar, Antonacci an
O Mar a.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1732, Senate Print 6525B, by Senator Skoufis,

d

an
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act to anend the Tax Law and the State Fi nance
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1732, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza --

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside
tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill will be laid aside tenporarily.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or May noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8096 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6527, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1733.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1733, Assenbly Print Number 8096, by
Assenbl ynenber Pheffer Amato, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1733, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Amedore, Antonacci,
Boyl e, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhof er, Robach and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1734, Senate Print 6533, by Senator Montgonery,
an act to amend the Family Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1734, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Gallivan
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, O Mara, Ott and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1735, Senate Print 6534, by Senator Montgonery,
an act to amend the Family Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1735, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jordan, LaValle, Little, OMira, Ott, Ritchie,
Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mont gonery
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7940 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6535, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1736.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1736, Assenbly Print Number 7940, by
Assenbl ynenber Jaffee, an act to amend the
Fam |y Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect on the first day of
January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1736, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Boyle, Funke, Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1737, Senate Print 6536, by Senator G anaris, an
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act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1739, Senate Print 6541A, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anend the Navigation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1739, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino,
Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1740, Senate Print 6542, by Senator Benjamn, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1741, Senate Print 6550, by Senator Bailey, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
sane nmanner as Section 1-a of Part WA of
Chapter 59 of the Laws of 2017.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1742, Senate Print 6551, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Local Enmergency Housi ng Rent
Control Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1743, Senate Print 6553, by Senator Metzger, an
act establishing the New York Task Force on
Agricul ture I nvestnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1744, Senate Print 6555, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1745, Senate Print 6559, by Senator Thomas, an
act authorizing the Comm ssioner of Education and
t he Chancell or of the Board of Regents, with the
approval of the Board of Regents, to appoint
nmonitors to oversee the Henpstead Union Free
School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to talk about this bill
because it's a very inportant bill for ny
district. The school district was failing our
students, and this bill should have been
introduced a long tine ago to protect them

For far too long, the residents of
Henpst ead have unfairly suffered from decades of
corruption, infighting and nm smanagenent of the
school system The Henpstead School District has
fail ed generations of students, with test scores
and graduation rates anong the | owest in New York
St at e.

The people that were entrusted to
fix the problens chose to use their positions for
personal gain instead. Tinme and tinme again,
current | eadership has proven that the students
of Henpstead are not their first priority.

| nprovenent s have been made in the
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| ast year, but they are too little, too |ate.

The di sturbing patterns of corruption and
infighting are just as persistent as ever. If we
don't take action now, we will continue to fai

our students and the conmunity at | arge.

We have heard the parents, students,
community | eaders and the residents of Henpstead.
They are the reason | stand before you in support
of this legislation. It's time that we stand up
for the children of Henpstead and secure a better
future for all.

| wouldn't be here w thout the
gui dance of Shelley Mayer, Senator Shelley Myer,
as well as Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Mke G anaris,
and Assenbl ywonman Tayl or Raynor

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Thomas to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1745, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott,

Ranzenhofer, R tchie, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.
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Al so Senat or Robach

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1746, Senate Print 6567, by Senator Harckham an
act requiring the paynent of prevailing wages to
af fect ed enpl oyees of the Indian Point Nucl ear
Power Pl ant.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1746, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Flanagan, Hel m ng,
O Mara and Ranzenhofer. Also Senator Akshar.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1747, Senate Print 6568, by Senator Thomas, an
act directing the Division of Crimnal Justice
Services to study the state of the police
department in the Village of Henpstead.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATOR AKSHAR: M . President,

t hank you.

Between the earlier bill and this
bill, I think we are setting an incredibly
dangerous precedent. And we are -- | nean, this

is an exhibition of government overreach at its
finest. There are |ocal governnments in these
respective communities, and the fact that state
government is telling the Village of Henpstead or
will tell, after this bill is passed, what they

shoul d or shouldn't do with their police
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department, regardless of the issues that they're
having internally -- and |'maware of them-- is
sonmething that | do not think that state

gover nment shoul d be doi ng.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Akshar to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill was necessary. Just
recently there were a nunber of arrests over
corruption in the police departnment. Sunmer is
coming up, and the crime rate is going to rise
there in the Village of Henpstead. | had no
ot her option but to ask the state for help, and
that through an audit, a top to bottomreview,
and it's going to nmake reconmendations to the
Governor. And it's not going to force the
village to do anything, it's just going to submt
the report to the Governor. There's no issue
here about | ocal control.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Thomas to be recorded in the affirnmati ve.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1747, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Giffo, Helm ng,
Jordan, Lanza, O Mara, Ott, R tchie, Robach,
Serino and Seward.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Har ckham
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Al cohol i sm and Drug Abuse, Assenbly Bill Nunber
7347 and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill 6591, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1748.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1748, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7347, by
Assenbl ynenber Rosenthal, an act to anend the
Ment al Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Cal endar 1749 is high and will be
| aid aside for the day.

Cal endar 1750 is high and will be
| ai d aside for the day.

Senat or Bail ey, that conpletes the
readi ng of the suppl enmental cal endar.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

Wt hout objection, please restore
Cal endar Nunmber 462, Senate Print 2849, by
Senator Breslin, to the noncontroversial
cal endar, along with Cal endar 1650, and take them
up together.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
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obj ection, so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
462, Assenbly Print 2969A, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynenber Peopl es- St okes, an act to anmend
t he I nsurance Law and the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. this
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan to explain his vote.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Before | explain my vote,

M. President, you' re doing a great job up there,
smling throughout the day. | knowit's only
3:30, but I"msure you're going to be | ooking
sharp 12 hours from now when you're stil

standi ng up there.

Thank you for giving ne the
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opportunity to explain ny vote.

| recognize the gravity and the
i nportance attached to this issue, and it's very
cl ear that menbers care very deeply about this
type of legislation and this piece of |egislation
in particular. |It's got bipartisan support, and
| "' m not naive enough to think that there aren't
going to be a significant nunber of votes in
favor of this |egislation.

What concerns nme is not just this
bill in isolation, but the totality of bills that
have cone before us in the last 10 days and
t hroughout the course of the session involving
heal t hcare and heal thcare prem uns and health
i nsurance, the availability and the affordability
and t he access.

Wth regard to this bill, there is a
carve-out for the unions. Wich | don't really
have a problemwi th. But there's a carve-out for
t he uni ons because that's what they' ve request ed,
at least | believe in |large part because they
t hought the way the system worked now was i nuring
to their benefit in helping either mtigate or
reduce heal thcare costs for their nenbers.

So by way of exanple -- and,
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M. President, | promse |I'll be brief -- | was
readi ng about a conpany who came up with a drug
for hep C, and the cost was about $130, 000. But
the reality is that that saves people's lives and
sonebody's life in particular. There was an
opportunity to have an equi val ent nade by anot her
maj or pharmaceuti cal conpany at |ess than
one-quarter of the cost. And yet if that
opportunity had arisen under this bill, you
couldn't meke that amendnment, you coul dn't have
that flexibility during a plan year.

My concern with that is that that
creates issues for the affordability of health
i nsurance. | want prescription drugs avail abl e;
everyone does. And we want the ones that work
and protect us and save our lives. | think the
problemwith this bill is that it hand-ties the
conpani es that are involved in this.

And there are ways to regul ate them
You can grandfather patients, you can follow a
protocol that's consistent with how Medi care does
it. | just don't think this is the way -- the
right way or the appropriate way at this tine.

| know the sponsor is

extraordinarily well-intended. | just happen to
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di sagree with the approach. And it would be very
easy for me to just stand up and vote and say
yes, but | do think there are significant issues
that have to be discussed even if it's just in

t he space of a couple of mnutes.

If it's good for the unions, then it
shoul d be good for everybody el se. Respectfully,
and accordingly, | register nmy vote in the
negative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Seward to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,

M. President.

| have no doubt at all that the
sponsor of this bill, as well as the various
cosponsors on both sides of the aisle of this
| egislation, are well-intended in terns of
hel pi ng those New Yorkers who depend on their
pharmaceutical services. And they're looking to
protect those for them those individuals.

But nmy concerns with the |egislation
pretty well mrror what Leader Flanagan has j ust
descri bed. The unions are carved out of this --

and good for them Because it's pretty apparent
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that they are carved out and they' ve asked for
that, | would assume, because it woul d have cost
them nore noney in ternms of delivering
heal t hcare, health insurance and pharmaceuti cal
services to their nenbers.

But these cost increases will be
felt, however, by everybody el se who is not
carved out in this legislation. 1In addition to
the cost factor, this also raises questions about
fairness as it applies to the union workers
t hensel ves.

If this is enacted, all other
insureds will have enhanced protections except
for them the union nenbers. Howis this fair to
t hese nen and wonmen who, because of who they work
for, their insurance coverage is different?

My concern also is -- and one of the
reasons this was going to drive up costs is the
drug conpani es, Big Pharma. The only check to a
drugmaker raising prices has been the threat that
a health plan will prefer an equally effective,
| ess expensive drug on their drug formulari es.
There's currently no prohibition agai nst how nany
times a drugnaker can raise the price of a drug

during the calendar year. So while this
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| egislation will be preventing any m dyear
changes, a drugmaker could raise their prices at
will.

There is a better way to approach
this issue. Senator Flanagan nentioned the
Medi care nodel, which I think woul d have been a
much, much better approach here. But for the
reasons |'ve outlined, I amalso voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Seward to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Breslin to explain his vote.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

This an extrenely inportant area,
formularies. And fornularies, for people that
don't know, it's the collection of essentially
drugs put together in a program but then it gets
conplicated. Sonetimes they're tiered, sone are
nor e expensive, |ess expensive, other drugs cone
in.

And we should get by the two -- the
unions conmng in the mddle of a year. That we
don't want to interfere with their collective
bar gai ni ng, which has gone on for tine

i mmenorial, and we've excluded them
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But getting back to the formularies,

you know, we tal k about Big Pharma, but a |ot of

t hese changes soneone gets into -- they have a
serious illness, and you | ook at the people
supporting this bill: Lupus, Kidney, Cancer, al

the major, major diseases. And because they want
sonmeone to choose the right doctor, the right

pl an, the right drugs, and they don't want a
health plan, in concert with whomever -- with
PBMs, with pharmacies -- we don't want that

heal th plan nmoving you in the mddle of a year,
that contract you that first year, noving you to
sonmet hing el se that by copays or others may be
nor e expensi ve.

But what does it do? You' ve heard
it mght drive up cost. |'d suggest to the
contrary: This will drive down cost. Because we
won't have those people who investigated what
formulary to be in, expected it to be for that
contract year, and then have it unilaterally
changed. This will stop that.

Because a | ot of those patients,
they m ght end up with a cheaper drug or a nore
expensi ve drug, but that drug may have an effect

upon themthat's negative and puts them back in
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the hospital or further under a doctor's care.

We have to do one thing in this, is
put P above P, and that's patient above profits.
It's a sinple bill. And there's so many peopl e
on both sides of this aisle who are participating
inthis, and they're participating in this
because it's not a political issue, it's an issue
of making sure we take care of patients and
maki ng sure we take care of patients through a
process that favors themand not price and not
profit.

So it is with a great deal of
enthusiasm| invite everyone in this roomon both
sides of the aisle to conme forward for that
patient. It's a difficult process understandi ng
first what doctor to get and what plan to be in
and what tier the drugs are and how they figure
out increases and decreases. W're going to nake
sure that the first contract year we take care of
the patient, make sure they're satisfied with the
direction we're going in, and concl ude that year
with a safer, better, and a healthier patient.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator Breslin to be recorded in the
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affirmati ve.

Senator Serino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you,
M. President.

And | want to say thank you to
Senator Breslin for sponsoring this very
important legislation. | worked very hard on
this for the past few years, and | just -- |
think it's such a wonderful bill for our
patients.

You know, when you think about
peopl e that are suffering fromcancer, M, |upus,
or even nental health issues, they are choosing
their insurance policy because they knowit's
covering this nost of the time very costly
nmedi cation that actually works for them

So thank you again, Senator Breslin.
| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Serino to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 462, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Flanagan, Gallivan,

O Mara, Ott and Seward.
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Ayes, 56. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1650, Senate Print 6524, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1650, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Gaughran and Kapl an.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Bail ey, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
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M. President. Can we go to the readi ng of
controversi al cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1661, Senate Print 6575, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Anedore -- Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

Wul d the sponsor yield for a few
guestions with regard to the bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

' ve been involved with the wonen
and mnority programfor a nunber of years and
actually served on a task force which used to
nmeet. And ny records show it hasn't met since

2011. And are you famliar with that? And is
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there anything in this bill that would activate
t hat agai n?

SENATOR SANDERS: {1 naudi bl e. }

SENATCR LI TTLE: A task force.
|"ve been involved with wonen and m nority-owned
busi nesses and served on a task force that was
first formed, but | don't have any record of it
neeting since 2011. | believe it was -- | had
the date here, but I can't -- anyway, is there
anything in this legislation that would refer to
that task force or activate any kind of advisory
group or just get back to having people involved
and neeting on a regular basis to discuss how
it's working in their districts and in this
state?

SENATCOR SANDERS: The short answer
i S no.

Through you, M. President, the
| onger answer is that |I'maware of sonme of the
great work that you did on the task force, and we
are continuing it and will continue neeting even
after this is passed.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Al right. W
also --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Little, do you want the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Yeah, thank you,
if the sponsor would yield for another question.

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR LI TTLE: W did hold sone
heari ngs around the state, and | believe that you
attended, which | appreciated, a couple of those
hearings. And sone of the things that came up,
one being the personal wealth -- can you tell ne
how this bill addresses the changes needed to the
per sonal weal t h?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. Personal net worth has been

i ncreased, as one of the things that you wanted

on your conmttee. It has been increased. W've
gone from3.5 million to $15 mllion. And I'm
still looking inonit. | didlearn a lot from
going around the state with you and -- well, with
you.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. |If the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR LI TTLE: | did see in the
bill that they take -- especially for big
contracting conpani es, big nmanufacturing
conpani es, they exenpt any equi pnent that they
are |l easing from anot her conpany, even if it's a
hol ding commttee, and they' re exenpting that
fromtheir personal wealth. |Is that correct?

SENATOR SANDERS: Yes, a hol di ng
conpany that exclusively | eases machinery for the
MABE.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Right. That --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. And
just in comment to his answers, that is sonething
that is going to be very hel pful

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: So
wait, I'msorry. It's just -- so you ask the
sponsor to yield, the sponsor yields, then you --
okay. Does the sponsor yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: Yes, the sponsor
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yields, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Ckay, thank you.
That part of it will be very hel pful.

Anot her big thing that needed to be
done -- and | don't see any additional staff or
additional funding in this bill -- because we
cannot get a business certified in good timng.
It takes so long for the certification process.

What we would |ike to see, nunber
one, is there any funding to increase staff?
Nunber two is we were hoping to have regional
offices. And it would not be necessary to set up
a regional office, you could have a person
dedi cated to mnority and wonmen- owned busi nesses
| ocated in each Regi onal Econom c Devel opnent
O fice, which already exists.

And that seens to be missing. |Is
that correct? | guess it has to be a question.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Senator is on her gane today;
she is very accurate in pointing these things
out .

One of the things that we will do is
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we need to get the information that you did
before on the tour which we did.

And on the other issue, we tried not
to -- through you, M. President, we tried not to
do funding since we weren't at the budget
process. But we absolutely will go back on this
at the budget process and speak of the adequate
funding, which | agree with you is -- was just
i nadequate to do what it needs to do. But we
wanted to do it at the right tine. And that is
your answer.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

And if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

One position that is advocated in
here is a statew de advocate for mnority and
wonen- owned busi nesses and procurenment onbudsman
appointed by the director. Can you tell ne what

that position is for and how it would operate?
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SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
M. President. Although it is currently an
exi sting position, we are enhancing the position
so that it can investigate any conplaints and
troubl eshoot, to try not to just catch people
doi ng stuff wrong, how do we troubl eshoot and
make sure that they do stuff right.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. And if
| could conment on that, because even though --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little on the bill.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Well, 1'm going
back to questioning, so.

The position has been there, but
they are so short of staff that the position has

never operated as an advocate. And in this case

they will be operating as an advocate. How
separate -- another question, if | may, to the
sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR LI TTLE: How i ndependent
woul d this position be, appointed by the
director? Because they are supposed to be
advocating for the businesses, and they are al so
supposed to be taking conplaints and probl ens
fromthe businesses if they have a problemwth
t he agency.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President, it's a worthy question, ny
col l eague. This is a three-party agreenent, and
of course we are trying to nmake sure that al
three parties have a say init.

SENATCR LI TTLE: Vell, I'"mcertain
that you are going to continue to be working on
t hat .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: s it possible
that | can yield for all questions, sir? The
sponsor yields. |If not, then let's continue.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Al right. W can
keep doing this.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor yields for --

SENATOR LI TTLE: Ckay, thank you.

The certification process takes too
long. There's nothing that | see that really
pushes it al ong, although they do shorten sone of
t he days when they are supposed to be reporting
back.

And | also look at that they -- a
big problemwith it is that by the tinme they get
certified, it's alnost tinme to start their
recertification. And | see that there is an
answer in here for that. Wuld you care to show
us how you' ve changed that in here?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you.
Having | earned fromthe panel that you have set
up, you and ot hers have set up, we have increased
certification fromthree to five years.

But we've al so worked on a question
of certification itself. W're trying to bring
it from®60 days, where it is supposed to be, down
to 45 days. So that will be a major step forward
as this goes across.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. Having

a five-year certification is really inportant and
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will be very hel pful.

The other thing that is very
important that 1'd like to ask a question about,
if the sponsor will answer, the -- and | know he
wWill -- is frequently in nmy district and in many
rural areas in different parts of this state, we
do not have enough certified mnority and
women- owned busi nesses. Therefore, as hard as
they mght try, rather than going to a
netropolitan area far away and not creating work
and jobs for the businesses locally, they need a
wai ver. Are there ways to inprove the waiver
process in here?

SENATCOR SANDERS: W are stil
wor ki ng on the question of waivers. But we have
directed the ESD director to | ook at the
denogr aphi cs of particular areas and use that to
make wai vers.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. And
anot her question, if | may.

And if -- the problemis that the
conmpany, contractor, who's looking to get this
position or hire sonebody, has to -- or the
agency -- has to pretend or find that they -- and

prove that they can't find anyone, and they have
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to get it fromthree conpanies that they can't
come to the area or sonething.

And what's happened, we've heard, is
t hey have a conpany in a netropolitan area that
has told a North Country agency, Stop calling ne.
We're not coming up there. And that's good,
because we really want |ocal conpani es.

But | do see that one thing in here
is that any waivers that are granted have to be
listed on the website. So do you think that wll
hel p the process or hurt the process?

SENATOR SANDERS: When you and
Senat or Akshar and others took ne to the North
Country, to Watertown, | certainly heard these
comments being made. So we're really taking that
into account.

The director will be given a | ot of
flexibility to do wai vers under these conditions,
based on the sheer denographics of the situation
and the availability, of course. W |ook forward
to working with the Executive to have a realistic
MABE program

SENATOR LI TTLE: And | woul d ask,
if I may, as you go forward and oversee the

i mpl enentation of this piece of |egislation, that
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you woul d see that there is a clear, efficient
process to get a waiver and to go forward.

And then we conme to a very new part
of the bill which I think -- well, there is
anot her part, that the MABE | ooking for
certification has to have Tax and Fi nance rel ease
their tax returns, and the Labor Departnent has
to rel ease their enpl oynent terns.

Are you certain that this will al
be kept confidential?

SENATOR SANDERS: We ensure that
they will be kept confidential, but it is also an
effort to streamine the process, to make sure
that we're not -- that Qprah and others, or
whoever they are, are not in a programthat
shoul d benefit snaller people.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

And then the part that is really
new -- and in ny opinion is going to make this
much nore difficult for my areas and areas of the
state that are rural, that do not have a | arge
popul ation -- is the workforce participation and
t he actual workforce programw th goals that have
to be reached for mnority and wonmen- owned

busi nesses.
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SENATOR SANDERS: We actually
t hought of areas |ike yours when we were creating
this one and designed it so that in the event
that the denographics and the availability was
not there, that the director could give a waiver
for those type of areas. They'd have to base it
on denographics, but it's designed to work and
not to beat peopl e up.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

One other thing before -- and ny
probably | ast question before | talk on the
bill --

SENATOR SANDERS: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR LI TTLE: Unfortunately, we
do have a lot of tine.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI TTLE: -- is that every
agency, every four years, is supposed to show
their gromh plan, how they are going to increase
t he nunber of mnority and wonmen-owned busi nesses
that they contract wth.

The current statew de goal | believe
is 30 percent. M question is, how nmuch growth
are we expected and is there a threshold where we

stop?
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SENATCOR SANDERS: So of course the
point of the growth plan is that every agency is
not neeting its goal and there should be an idea
of how we can get there.

One additional thing that both of us
need to do is we need to encourage the Executive
to create an advisory board that should be doing
these things in the absence -- or to inplenent
such an advi sory board so that we would not have
t hese questions every four or five years.

SENATCR LI TTLE: O reactivate the
task force.

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utel y.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Ckay, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"msorry to
interrupt the debate, but can you please call an
i mredi ate neeting of the Conmttee on Finance in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i mediate neeting of the Commttee on
Fi nance i n Room 332.

(I naudi bl e comment from Senat or

Sanders; |aughter.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. | do
have just a couple nore questions, because |
really want to explain why this is such a
difficulty in rural areas.

Mai nly, the agency itself has not
really identified to ny -- they have inproved
since the begi nning, but there are so nany
reasons that they cone back and deny soneone for
being a mnority and wonmen-owned business. | had
one where the fenmal e 50 percent owner of her
father's conpany was deni ed because she didn't
make as rmuch noney as the manager of the store
made. The nmanager of the store had been there
for 30 years. And she also shared in the
profits, which was nore econom cal to her and her
income. And that was a denial that we did get
reversed

W had anot her one where the wonman
t ook over her father's asphalt excavation
busi ness, not a traditional wonmen-owned busi ness.
She was deni ed because she didn't have a fornal
education in that type of work. Wich there

isn't. She had her education fromworking with
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her father for a nunber of years; when he
retired, she took over the business.

So in the interest of hel pi ng people
get certified and getting nore businesses in the
North Country and rural areas -- and | think what
t he agency doesn't understand is that we have a
| ot of fam |y-owned businesses that are passed on
down from generation to generation.

| had anot her one that got denied
and ended up contracting with a conpany in
Buf fal o, who was certified, gave them5 -- they
got 5 percent of the contract, and my conpany in
the North Country did the work. That was the
only way they could keep their enpl oyees
enpl oyed.

So you can see where |'m com ng
from that this is not an easy programin rural
areas of the state.

So hopefully if you can think of a
way to make it clearer how you get denied, why
you get denied, what are the actual paraneters of
being a mnority and wonmen- owned busi ness.

SENATOR SANDERS: Wai vers, just to
go with that one to begin, are going to be listed

of why you were denied. And you'll have it
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posted so you'll be able to see that.

| agree with you, transparency is
sonmet hing that we have to work for on all of
this. By increasing the personal net worth, it
shoul d take nore of these people in who were
denied. But it is going to be a struggle and a
battl e to make sure that transparency, first
things first, and maki ng easier for people to be
in while holding on to nmaking sure that it
wi t hstands constitutional scrutiny.

Remenber, there's -- we have to nake
sure that the programis justified and stays
wWithin certain paraneters. But | believe that we
can do nore of what you're speaking of.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you very
much. And M. President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little on the bill.

SENATCR LI TTLE: | first want to
commend Senat or Sanders, ny hall mate, down the
floor fromnme, for taking the interest that he
has had in this programand actually comng to
the North Country and spending time on our
panel s, asking good questions and listening to

what we have
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And | understand the purpose of this
| egislation, to help mnority businesses, small
busi ness, and wonen- owned busi nesses get ahead
and to get a start. But it has really not gotten
off to a good start, and | do think that that
commttee, task force, advisory conmttee,
what ever we call it, would be nore hel pful to the
agency, as well as nore staffing and nore
transparency. And certainly nore paraneters as
to howto do what they are trying to do.

The new additions to the program
with the workforce participation, in ny mnd, is
only going to nake it nore difficult for rural
areas to do it.

So while | appreciate the
i nprovenents here and the work that you' ve done
here, | amgoing to be a no vote on this for now,
and would love to work further and goi ng al ong,
getting back on that task force, and really being
able to inprove this programbetter than it is.
But also with the acknow edgenent that it has a
| ot of problens in rural areas.

So thank you, M. President. And
t hank you, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Anedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
Senat or Sanders. |It's great that you have such a
passionate interest in this very inportant topic
and issue, because we all know that the workforce
in the State of New York -- we should have, as a
state, the best-trained, the best-educated, the
nost di sci plined and dedi cat ed wor kforce than any
other state in the nation.

And we shoul d be nmaking sure that we
have all opportunity out there available for a
smal | busi ness owner, a mnority-owned business
owner, to have access to bidding opportunities
and contract opportunities, and to make sure that
their small business is -- stays in business and
i s keeping their enpl oyees enpl oyed.

The question that | have for you,
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Senat or Sanders, is the workforce diversity
goals. What are the workforce diversity goals
currently in the old plan or legislation that we
have -- that we live with now?

SENATOR SANDERS: Currently there
are none. But we're proposing that these are set
by the director based on census dat a.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yields --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SANDERS: -- and wll yield
to all questions.

SENATOR AMEDORE: So you believe
that there are no workforce diversity goals set
in the programright now.

SENATCOR SANDERS: There are no
wor kf orce diversity requirenments. There is a
30 percent goal, but not for the workforce, sir.

This is the new part of the |egislation.
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SENATOR AMEDORE: Ckay. Through
you, M. President, will the sponsor yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: So the 30 percent
goal, what's the goal of 30 percent? Wat's that
definition or the idea that the agency wants to
achieve or the state wants to achieve? Thirty
per cent what ?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thirty percent
utilization of MABES in statew de contracts.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, does the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: Soif I was in
the programand | had a workforce -- ny enpl oyees
had -- | had maybe 25 percent of ny enpl oyees who

nmeet the criteria of mnority groups and have
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that diversity, would then | be eligible or would
| be able to neet that 30 percent threshold or
goal ?

SENATOR SANDERS: Well, right now
it refers to the utilization of MABES in
contracting.

However, for your question of in the

future, in ternms of workforce, if you are at

25 percent, | would personally commend you. But
if you were at 25 percent -- this is an
aspirational goal. It is not a quota, it is an
aspirational goal. It neans that if -- you're

maki ng a good-faith direction there. Now, if you
were in an area where there's 100 percent and you
only have 25, it may raise a question or two.
But if you're in an area -- Watertown, let's
say -- and you did 25 percent, | think that you
deserve a nedal, personally.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor

yi el ds.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AMEDORE: So in this
proposed | egi sl ation before us, what's the
aspirational goal now set in this bill?

SENATCOR SANDERS: In the future,
the director will set it, the aspirational goal
based on t he denographi cs of the population,
based on how many of whoever is in whatever part
of town, sir.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Ckay. Through
you, M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: So that's based
on the region, that's based on what the director
t hi nks the makeup of the workforce consists of in
that specific region?

SENATCOR SANDERS: It will be based
on the census data, which is broken down by

region and area, sir.
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SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Have you had any
constituents or conpani es or anyone in your
district reach out to your Senate office that
asked for help in kind of getting through the
process or the mnutiae or the red tape or the
recertification or the certification process, to
neet sone of the requirenments that the program
currently offers or has?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President, the sponsor mnust know t he answer.
|"msorry, you nust know the answer, because the
answer is absolutely yes.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: And it's probably
a pretty often request that you have -- that you
get, and probably all of our coll eagues,
Senat or Sanders, in this chanber probably get a
| ot of the same inquiries from business owners in
our districts. And the reason why is because
they're frustrated or there's a | ot of unknowns
or there's a long, drawn-out process in trying to
wor k. Maybe procure -- naybe lay out and foll ow
t hrough the requirenents that the program has, to
putting in a bid offer or a proposal, to maybe
win ajob or sone work and then having to neet
t he requirenents.

My question is, this new
| egislation, howw Il it ease that burden or al
of those requests that we all get from our
constituents who are so frustrated, who threaten
to go out of business because they can't neet the
current requirenments? How does this help then?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
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M. President. |I'mtrying to figure out how --
the best way to answer you and stay in this seat.

Senator Little pointed out that the
agency -- and others have pointed out that the
agency is totally underfunded. It cannot do its
m ssion at the level that it should. W wll
have to tackle that later on in the budget
process.

W can -- this legislation will do
some things to streamine, nove sone things
around. But you're not -- if you don't have
enough people in there to do the paperwork, you
just -- you could cut it down a couple of hours,
a couple of days, but until you really tackle
this one, you' re not going to nake the novenent
that all of us want.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR AMEDORE: So,

Senator Sanders, it sounds |ike the best solution
that the majority has right now and that the
Governor and the Assenbly has, is this bill that
kind of sounds like there's a |ot of just
extension of the old program and requirenents,
and maybe a little bit of novenment in naybe the
personal income threshol d.

But it sounds like the aspirational
goal s mi ght change and get a little bit nore
anbitious. But, you know, are there now new
mandates that are added to the extension of the
old programthat this new law will inplenent?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. VWhile it is true that in a

t hree-way agreenent you do not get everything
that you wanted, that many things were proposed,
sone of which, of course, we |learned fromthe
task force that you had before -- many things
wer e proposed, and these are sonme of the ones
that came fromit.

| think that we would
m scharacterize this as just a tweaking. This
has been a mmj or advance. There have been sone

i ncredi bl e advancenments here, but the work is far
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fromover. W have to do budget issues and we'l|
be back at that budget tine, sir.

SENATCOR AMEDORE: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Anmedore on the bill.

SENATCR AMEDORE: | want to first
t hank Senator Sanders for his tinme and his
answers. And | appreciate his |ast answer that,
you know, this is -- he believes and the ngjority
bel i eves that this has significant inprovenents
and enhancenents to a systemthat really is
br oken.

A programthat should be one of the
best prograns that the State of New York can
trunpet around the country, that we have
opportunity for anyone in this great state,
anyone who has the aspiration, the inspiration,
the guts, the wherewithal to open up a business,
to enpl oy enpl oyees, to pay the high workers
conp, the unenpl oynent insurance, the general
liability insurance and everything el se that goes
along with what this state offers -- high taxes
and high regulations that add to the burden of

doi ng business in this state.
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But those individuals who want to
take on that mantle of | want to succeed in
New York -- just like the old song, if you can
make it in New York, you can nake it anywhere.

The mnority busi ness owners who are
in this MABE programin upstate New York can't
make it in New York. The program has failed,
it's broken, and significant inprovenents need to
be made. And | appreciate Senator Sanders
comments that he believes that they are -- there
are significant inprovenents.

The unfortunate thing, though, is I
don't believe that to be the case. And here's
why. The sanme contractors' organi zations, the
same associ ations, the sane tradespeople that are
out there doi ng business and have to deal with
and cope with these requirenents or nandates are
all com ng back and saying: Are you kidding ne?
This is the best that you possibly do? You're
novi ng the bar, yes, but you're making it even
harder for those in upstate New York. Wether
it's the disparity study, the workforce diversity
goal s, whether you increase themin one region or
decrease themin the other, it's virtually

i npossi ble to neet.
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Which then the result is -- it's
called failure. It's called debarnent. And then
you take away opportunity.

You know, when ny grandparents cane
to this country, they came with absolutely
not hing on the boat fromltaly to Arerica. And
they came through Ellis Island, and they m grated
up the Hudson River and into the little town or
city of Schenectady. And ny grandparents had
16 -- ny grandnot her, great-grandnother, 16
children. Some of them never -- they didn't nmake
it, all, but 12 of themdid. And they opened up
alittle bakery shop, and they started making
bread. They're Italian. And they had to
struggle. And they opened up a little store on
the first floor of the two-story home that they
lived in on Front Street in the city of
Schenect ady.

And with ny grandnot her bundling up
t he babi es and putting the dough in the oven and
taki ng care of custoners, they worked as hard as
they can. And ny grandfather then having to go
and pick up the garbage fromthe city of
Schenectady to nmake extra noney, and to then go

and to work at the famly business -- they did
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everyt hing possible. And they followed the
rules. All's they wanted was the opportunity as
a mnority group that came to this country.

And they were afforded that
opportunity. And all's a person, whether it's a
wonman, whether it is someone who is of a mnority
group, whether it's black, whether it's Asian,
whether it's -- whatever it nmay be, it doesn't
matter. Those who don't have an opportunity to
put in a contract or a proposal on a -- naybe
it's an RFP or maybe it's a request of proposal
for the services that that company can offer.
What they want is a fair shot, and they deserve
it.

But this programis not offering --
it'"s making it too hard for themto succeed. The
wor kf orce in upstate New York is far different
than the workforce in New York City. And | wll
say -- and | will commend Senator Sanders -- that
the programworks in New York City. It works
pretty good. Were it doesn't work is the rest
of the State of New York

| wouldn't want to see the
opportunity -- because this newlaw is going to

ei t her di sbar people who fought so hard and they
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waded t hrough the process of getting certified
that was too long and too costly. They no | onger
can neet the requirenments because they noved the
t hreshol d or they mandated things that their
payroll or their enployee roster does not neet,
then, the new criteria or requirenments that wll
be set forth in the new rul es and mandates.

O then having and nmaki ng a
contractor or a small business owner have to go
out and subcontract to another conpany to neet
the criterias, which only takes away the
opportunity of her or his enpl oyees.

There's a lot of work that needs to
be done. Senator Sanders, |'d love to work with
you on this. And | appreciate you taking the
time of com ng upstate and going to the hearings
or the nmeetings that we had in upstate New York
| applaud you for that. And you always said that
you want to be a good partner and you want to
tackle this issue, and | believe you. You have

the right intention and heart.

This bill, though, doesn't do it.
This bill goes even farther than trying to give
nore opportunity. It limts nore opportunity.

It's going to make it harder for small
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busi nesses, for people who deserve this
opportunity to work and to succeed in New York
State. It's going to put nore onerous mandates
and requirenments that's going to then take away
enpl oyees' opportunity to work hard and to put
food on their own table.

Wth that, M. President, | can't
support this bill. 1 just wish that this
majority, that the Governor and the Assenbly,
woul d have listened to the men and wonmen who are
so frustrated in this state and who have cried
out for help for years to change the program so
that they can put their business nodel and pl ans
to work and be successful because their great
state has a good program

But this isn't it. [I'll be voting
in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Benjamn on the bill.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise as one of the fornerly
frustrated mnority business owners that ny good
col | eague Senat or Anmedore was tal ki ng about.

However, we have a different perspective on this
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bill. Respectfully, | want to just bring up this
part about debarnent that | heard a few tines.
That's just fundanentally not true as relates to
this bill.

Actually, what the bill says is is

that froma workforce diversity standpoint, there

will be county goals and you do your best to neet
the goal. There's nothing in here that says if
you don't nmeet a certain goal that you will be

debarred. So if there is some | anguage about
debarnent that folks are aware of, they should
| et us know.

Let ne just say a few things.
Because, you know, one of the things that | think
is inmportant, as someone who used to be in a
m nority-owned business buil ding affordable
housing in the State of New York, it is really
hard as a new m nority-owned business to grow
your business. Very sinply, particularly when
you're dealing with governnent agencies,
typically governnment agencies tend to like to go

wi th the good people who have been doing the work

before. And in many industries you'll find that
there are those tried and true -- in the case of
what | was in -- devel opers who tend to get the
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proj ects over and over and over and over again.

So much so that it makes it harder
for mnority-owned business to grow because,
quite frankly, if you' re soneone with a | ot of
skills you mght say to yourself: | can struggle
over here with this mnority-owned business, or
can take nmy talents as a | awer or a
busi nessperson or what have you and go work for
the firmthat gets all the business opportunities
over and over again. It's a real issue.

There are a nunber of things that
this bill ains to do. It doesn't do everything.
But there are a nunber of things that it's built
into do that | think is very worthwhile

Nurmber one, | think the bil
recogni zes that there's no reason to have a
Article 15-A -- in this case, MABE
reaut horization -- for five years and not all ow
sonmeone to get certified for five years. Right
now you're going to be certified for three years.
There's no real reason for that. This bill |ooks
to address that.

On this workforce diversity piece, |
think it's very inportant to say we have

aspirational goals. W want to have a diverse
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wor kforce. That's sonmething that we think is
i nportant because there are many fol ks,
particularly mnorities and wonmen, who have been
shut out of opportunities. And | think having an
aspi rational goal acknow edging that the city is
different fromparts of upstate, but having
regional ly based aspirational goals -- not forced
goal s, aspirational goals -- is a good thing. W
shoul d aspire to be a nore diverse workforce.

Nunmber three. It calls on all of
our agencies, state agencies, to set up four-year
growh plans. Wy is that? W need to
understand that in sone industries it is hard to
find mnority and wonmen- owned busi nesses, but how
do we look to grow that? How do we say to
oursel ves, What opportunities could there be to
try to attract diversity? Because we need to
buil d capacity, right? W need -- one of the
things we want to do is say there are sone
m nority and wonmen-owned busi nesses that probably
need sone capital, probably need an opportunity
that's a snmall opportunity to grow to a bigger
opportunity.

But you've got to be thoughtful

about it. You can't just can't throw out RFPs
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and not be m ndful of where the industry is now,
where the mnority and wonmen-owned busi nesses are
now who can be a part of that. | think this is

good business, and | think it's good for society.

Also, this bill has a bid preference
that says, listen, if a mnority and wonen- owned
business is within 10 percent of a business -- in

terns of bidding for opportunity of sonmeone
who -- a business that usually w ns these
opportunities, they get a good shot.

| think fairness, creating
opportunities for other businesses to
participate, matters. | think it is easy to
forget that -- it's not -- and as Senat or Anedore
said, it's not easy to start a new busi ness,
particul arly when the people who are doi ng wel |
in the business that you are starting don't | ook
like you. 1t's not easy to do.

And what we -- all we're trying to
do as a state -- at least that's what | think
we're trying to do, and I want to give credit to
Senat or Sanders who has fought so hard for this.
| know Assenbl ynenber Bichotte has put in a |ot
of time on this, working with Al phonso David in

the Governor's office, et cetera.
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All we're trying to do is say, how
can we nost fairly try to encourage and create
opportunities, acknow edgi ng our past? | don't
want to go down that road of tal king about our
past, but acknow edgi ng that there are conpanies
and those of certain ethnicities who were shut
out of business opportunities. How do we try to
address that? That's what the disparity study is
for.

The disparity study says, wait a
second, let's study and see are there groups who
have not been able to be a part of these job
opportunities, these businesses, these projects.
And so we do disparity studies. And the
di sparity study, the last one -- if I'm wong,
sonmeone pl ease correct ne -- in 2016 said in four
industries there are disparities that we need to
| ook to address: Construction, goods and
services, construction-rel ated services, and
pr of essi onal servi ces.

So within that construct, within
t hose industries, we need to try to do nore to
try to open up the door and open up opportunities
for businesses frommnority and wormen- owned

i ndi vi dual s who have been historically shut out.
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Hi storically shut out.

That's what we're trying to do here.
W're not trying to -- we're not trying to burden
busi nesses. As a matter of fact, we're trying to
hel p busi nesses. | know a | ot of businesses that
like this bill.

Now, a point was nade about New York
City being -- it works in New York City but it
doesn't work upstate. Let's figure that out.
This thing says let's be aspirational. It asks
for agencies to have a four-year plan. | don't
understand what's so controversial about it. |
don't understand what's so -- I'mtrying to
figure out what's the issue with that. R ght?
Understanding that there are different dynam cs
upstate, let's try to figure out howto do it.
But the answer can't be let's just do nothing.
don't know if that -- | don't knowif that is
what' s bei ng suggested or recommended. | hope
that's not what's bei ng suggested or reconmended,
because that, in my opinion, would not be the
right direction.

So, you know, | don't want to
bel abor the point. | just want to say that |

think we as a state are doing the right thing
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with this bill. Is it perfect? Absolutely not.
Are there things we have to address next year
with the budget? Absolutely. Could we go down
this road and say, wait a mnute, we've got to
tweak this, let's change that, let's focus on --
of course we could and shoul d.

And | think it is inportant, as many
of us have heard, and it's an inmportant point to
recogni ze, that New York City is not upstate.
think that is clear. That's why this |anguage is
the way it is.

But let's be clear, we do need to
try to figure out how do we do this upstate.

And, you know, naybe we need to be encouraging
people to start their own conpani es. Maybe they
woul d be encouraged if they knew there was
opportunities and ways for themto get started.
It's not easy to start your own conpany when you
know you can work for someone el se and get a
salary. \Wen you go to start your own conpany,
you might not be able to pull it off. You don't
see people like you, it's hard to do.

So let's just be thoughtful about
this. | think we should be respectful of

everyone's opinion on this. But let's be --
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just want to be very clear, no one is being
debarred as a result of this bill.

This bill is a good bill. 1 |ook
forward to it passing. And I'll be happy to vote
for it when the tinme cones.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranzenhof er.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On the
bill or --

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: This is on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranzenhofer on the bill.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So we're
di scussing the bill that has been around for
about five days, but an issue that has been
around for decades.

And one of the things that's
encouragi ng, after listening to Senator Sanders
and Senator Benjamin, is a recognition that there
are geographical -- or geographic and denographic

di fferences throughout the state and al so an
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acknow edgnent that, you know, we're stil
dealing with the issue of waivers, which in and
of itself is an acknow edgnment that a good part
of the program doesn't work

So what we have in ny area, and this
was alluded to a little bit earlier, is we have
conpani es just like the conpanies that cone into
all of our offices saying that we can just -- we
cannot operate under the |levels that are inposed
right now And what we are really doing, and
we' ve done this on so nmany issues -- again, for
an issue that's been around for such a long, |ong
time -- is to defer to some other administrative
agency or bureaucrat to set goals that we in the
Legislature -- | believe we know what to do, and
we really should be doing it.

There is a difference between
upstate and downstate. And that should be
addressed in this particular bill, and it is not.

| know t he sponsor acknow edged the
wai ver issue. Well, why does sonebody go out and
get a waiver? Sonmebody gets a waiver because the
programis not working in that part of the state
in order to fill these -- whether you call them

aspirational goals or goals that are set by the
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departnment, they sinply do not work

There is a difference between
New York City and the rest of the state. W dea
with the issue of, as was nentioned earlier, of a
conpany not being able to use their own enpl oyees
and having to subcontract out work.

Now, if you'll bear with me for just
a nmonment, | think it was Senator Benjam n that

said that there were a | ot of busi nesses that

like this bill. Well, let ne tell you who
doesn't like this bill. Wo doesn't like this
bill are the very nen and wonen fromall parts of

the state, all stripes, who have been dealing
with this issue for many, nany years, and these
folks are saying that it doesn't work for them
So who are these groups? Are these
just a few groups from Senator Little's district
or Senator Amedore's district? No. These are
the American Institute of Architects in New York
State. These are the Associ ated General
Contractors of New York State. These are the
Associ ation of Electrical Contractors. These are
t he American Council of Engi neering Conpanies in
New York. These are the Building Contractors

Associ ati on of New York. These are the Buil ding
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Contractors Associ ati on of Westchester and the
M d- Hudson Regi on. These are the Buil ders
Exchange of Rochester, the Buil ders Exchange of
the Southern Tier, the Building Industry

Enpl oyers of New York State, the Construction
Enpl oyers Associ ation of Central New York, the
Bui | di ng and Construction Trades Council of

West chester and Put nam Counties, the Business
Counci| of New York State, the Construction
Contractors Associ ation of Hudson Valley, the
Fabricators and Erectors Association of Hudson
Val | ey, SMACNA Sout heastern New York, the
Construction Exchange of Buffal o and Western
New York, the Construction Industry Council of
West chester and the Hudson Valley; the Eastern
Contractors Association, the Enpire State
Subcontractors Associ ati on, the General
Contractors Associati on of New York, the Hudson
Val | ey Buil ding and Construction Trades Council,
t he Hudson Val l ey Buil ding and Construction
Labor - Managenent Al liance, the Hudson Vall ey
Construction Industry Partnership, the

Long Island Contractors Association, the National
Fire Sprinkler Association, the New York Buil ding

Congress, the New York State Econom c Devel opnent

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6756

Council, the New York State Association of
El ectrical Contractors, the New York State
Council of Landscape Architects, the New York
State Council of NECA Chapters, the Long Island
Chapter of NECA, the Sheet Metal and
Air-Conditioning Contractors National Association
of Long Island, the Sheet Metal and
Air-Conditioning Contractors National Association
of New York State, UNI CON Rochester, and
Unshackl e Upstate New York

So there nay be sonebody that |ikes
this, but I don't know who they are. W are
passing a bill dealing with every -- dealing with
contractors and subcontractors across this great
and very broad and very diverse state. And we
have nearly 40 associ ations, representing
hundreds and hundreds of conpanies, representing
t housands of the nen and wonen that do this work
every day, and what they are telling us,
Senators, is that this bill, the bill that we're
voting on right now, doesn't work for them It
doesn't work for them

Now, conspi cuously absent fromthe
l'ist are contractor associations from New York

City. So I'mgoing to surm se that this works
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for New York GCity. But when you're putting in a
bill that applies to the entire state and you
have nearl|ly unani nous opposition fromevery
single region of the state, | would think that
woul d be reason for pause. That woul d be reason
for a Senator fromthe Hudson Valley or

West chester or Long Island or Buffalo or
Rochester or the Southern Tier -- our
constituents are telling us, let's put the pause
button on this.

This bill doesn't work. W have
been aware of problens that are present in the
MABE system for years. This bill, which is
trying to correct those probl ens, doesn't work.

So when | go back hone -- and there
are a lot of people in ny district that do this
hard work -- plunbing, electrical work. You
know, work that |I can't do, and |I'm thankful that
there are people that are able to do this type of
work. It's not me. But when | see these people,
you know, they're going to ask ne, Well, Senator,
weren't you aware that -- except from New York
City -- but every single business, trade
organi zation fromacross the entire state was in

opposition to this bill? Do you not care? Do
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you not give a hoot about what people in your
regi on think?

And I"'mgoing to tell them!| do

care, | stood up on the floor of the Senate and |
told them| cared, I"'mtrying to do sonethi ng
about it, I"'mtrying to fix a problemwhich we've

known for years doesn't work. W' ve seen a bil
for a few days which doesn't fix it. And I'm
just hopeful -- I"mnot as optim stic as sone of
nmy coll eagues, with this bill noving forward,
that there's a real interest in trying to address
t he probl em when there's an opportunity to
address the problem which at |east seens to
me -- not that the recognition is not there, but
the willingness to address those concerns from
all four corners of the state is not being heard,
i s being ignored.

And | think that's a sad situation
When we go back into our towns and vill ages and,
you know, see our constituents in our hometown
and tell them what happened on this day with this
particular bill, trying to fix a concept which is
a very good concept, an idea which has great
merit -- but it's all in the details, and the

details here just don't cut it.
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Thank you, M. President. 1'Il be
voting no when the bill cones up on the floor for
a vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Akshar.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
coupl e of questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: Senator, it was a
pl easure working with you on this particular
issue, and | |l ook forward to having additional
conver sati ons.

Senator -- M. President, through
you. Senator, you discussed a three-way
agreenent on this particular issue. Can you just
describe that three-way agreenent? Specifically
my question to you is, what did the Senate get?
You nust have brought sonething to that
conversation as part of that three-way agreenent.

So what did you advocate for in this particular
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pi ece of |egislation on behalf of the State
Senat e?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
M. President. Love your question. Anong the
things that we sought to get out of this one was
a lot on the issue of personal net worth, a | ot
of transparency. W felt that it was one of the
maj or problenms, that we needed far nore
transparency on this issue.

W achieved a ot on the terns of
the issue of personal net worth. W achieved a
heck of a lot on the issue of transparency. W
are still working on many ot her issues, worthy
i ssues.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: | just want to

talk a little bit about the | atest disparity
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study. What was the | evel of participation by
t hose who work in this area in the recent -- the
nost recent disparity study?

SENATOR SANDERS: According to the
di sparity study, the availability was over
50 percent for available prime contractors and
subcontractors. W are going for a 30 percent
goal .

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,
M. President. Through you, if the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: " msorry,
Senator, | don't think | articulated nmy question
wel | enough.

|"minterested in when the disparity
study was conm ssioned and they went into the
field -- | guess I'll ask two questions -- what
tool was used to garner information fromthose

that we were seeking to get information fronf
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How did we get the information fromthe fol ks
that were responding to the disparity study? And
then of all of the people who could have
responded who work in this arena, what percentage
of those busi nesses responded to the 2016
di sparity study?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
M. President. | can tell you that statistica
and anecdot al evidence was sought and gotten.
will also have to tell you that your question
shoul d be put to the Mason Till man organi zati on
that did the study. They are the specialists on
the tools that they used.

| will tell you that they have done
nore than 100 of these disparity studies. | can
tell that they have been taken to court three or
four times, and | can tell you that they have
never |ost a court case.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Yes,

M. President, absolutely.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Let ne just
address that 50 percent issue real quickly, if |
may. |f the nunmber in fact is 50 percent or
53 percent, as you've discussed, why so many
wai vers?

SENATOR SANDERS: Wl l, the
50 percent is not statewide, sir. There are
areas where there may be 70 percent. There are
areas that may be 20 percent. There are areas --
it would have to do with your area, sir.

And I'd Iike to know why there are
so many wai vers nyself, sir

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: You and | have had

this discussion. | think you are -- you
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appreciate what Tillman did in this particul ar
study. Wiy do you suppose that Tillnman woul dn't
testify in front of the Senate |ast year?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. Usually when a study is done, the
conpany that gets the study also gets a contract
to defend the study. New York State, for

what ever reason, did not do that, sir. They gave
the contract to do the study, but they didn't get
give a contract to defend the study.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: | just want to go
back to that engagenent piece. And | probably
shoul d have just offered the nunber.

So SurveyMonkey was used by Till man
to gather the information. And of all of the

peopl e who coul d have responded, just a little
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over 6 percent of the folks that could have
responded in this area responded. That's --
we' re basing our disparity study off of 6.2
percent information garnered fromthose folks.
My question, | think noving
forward -- because ny understanding of this
statute is that we will be requesting a new
di sparity study. Wat is going to be done to
ensure that we get as much public input as we
possi bly can? W seriously understand this.
woul d nmuch rather, and |I'm sure you feel the sane
way, have 94 percent participation and have
6 percent of the people not answer.
So what are we doi ng noving forward
to ensure participation?
SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
M. President. To go back to your 6 percent, it
may not be unusual throughout the nation to get
that type of return, sir. People are busy,
busi nesspeopl e are very much into running their
business. It may not be accurate -- or let ne
get rid of the word "accurate" -- unusual.
However, this is the Enpire State.
And your second question is, | would argue, the

best question. Even if they used that as a
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survey and they did use other nethodologies to
get this information -- let's assune they did
everything right for a nonent. W should insist
we nmust do everything in our power to ensure that
even if they did everything right, by the book,
let's say, that this is the Enpire State and we
want nore goi ng forward.

To that, we're all going to have to
wor k together here. W're going to have to
figure out -- we're going to have to go across
this divide here. W're going to have to figure
out how upstate and downstate and around st ate,
for that matter, can get all of the populations
to come out and say, Hey, we're going to be
involved in this one because otherw se we're
going to pay for it.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
just on the bill for just a second.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Akshar on the bill.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: You know -- no,
"' m going to continue asking questions, Senator.

You know, | don't necessarily think
we're as divided as sone may think on this

particular issue. | think it's the consensus of
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menbers of this house, both Republicans and
Denocrats, that it's a worthwhile program And
it's a programthat we should do everything in
our power to make the best.

But, you know, you nentioned that
it's tough to get businesses to respond to things
like that. They are busy. They're busy cutting
through all the red tape that we create in this
state. And, you know, |I'malways fearful in this
programthat we haven't done enough to get rid of
t hat bureaucratic red tape.

So, M. President, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: He yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor yields for a question.

SENATOR AKSHAR: The 2016 disparity
study, what did that study say that the goal
shoul d be?

SENATOR SANDERS: The goal of the
2016 disparity study, it was seen that 30 percent
was a good aspirational statew de goal

SENATOR AKSHAR: M. President,
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t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Didit say that
t hat should be the goal on every contract? Did
it talk about individual goals on separate
contracts?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President, no, this is statewi de -- through
you, M. President. I'msorry, |I'm speaking a
little too quick here.

No, that's a statew de goal. And
each contract should have its own aspirationa
goal, sir.

SENATOR AKSHAR: " msorry, one
nore tinme. Every contract, every contract
separate of one another should have its own
aspi rational goal ?

SENATOR SANDERS: Every contract

has a goal set by its industry, sir.
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SENATOR AKSHAR: Ckay.
M. President, through you, if the sponsor woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: So are we sure
that that goal -- it sounds |ike that
aspi rational goal has been set statew de,
correct, whether we're in the North Country, the
Southern Tier where I"'mfrom or New York City
where you're from Aml -- is that a fair
assessnent ?

SENATCOR SANDERS: That is correct,
it's a statew de aspirational goal

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor does

yi el d.
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Let ne say that we also -- that
goal, it should be renenbered that wonmen are part
of the MABE, and every part of our great state
has wonmen. But he had a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor yields to Senator Akshar's question.

SENATOR AKSHAR: So in your
opi nion, does it conply with the narrow tailoring
requi red by the Croson deci sion?

SENATOR SANDERS: Yes. Very nmuch
so, sir. Through you, M. President, yes, very
much so.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: Let ne nove, if |
may, M. President, if the sponsor woul d continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: Senat or Sander s,
woul d you do ne a favor and just explain to ne
just quickly about the workforce diversity piece

of the statute? | just want to nake sure |
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understand exactly what we're trying to
acconpl i sh here.

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely. W
favorite part, M. President.

Looki ng at the great State of
New York and the | abor force that we have and
trying to ensure that all parts of New York are
involved in the | abor force, we are trying to
ensure that in terns of contracting, in terns of
construction contracts, this will apply to them
This will not apply to anything besides
construction contracts.

But we are setting an aspirational
goal of 30 percent. And we are |looking -- and we
bel i eve that the people of New York, which cone
in every race, creed, color, gender, will be able
to neet it or at |east come close to it.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Driven by the
census, | think you said to sonebody el se. Maybe
Senat or Anedore, when he was questioni ng you.

So does that nmean if the census says
in Binghanton that the diversity of the conmunity
in construction -- or excuse ne, the diversity of
the community is such -- let's use some nunbers:
25 percent African-American, 15 percent
Asi an- Areri can, 30 percent Caucasian. |s that
what the construction workforce in the Southern
Tier needs to reflect?

|"ma general contractor, and |I'm
going to do work at the joint sewage treatnent
plant. And if | get that job, ny workforce that
| will be enploying at the joint sewage treatnent
pl ant has to be nade up that way.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. The director will set those
goals, sir, for that particular area and that
particular contract. The director will set it

wi th the understanding that certain things are
possible in certain areas and certain things are
sinply an aspiration.

SENATOR AKSHAR: M. President,
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t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: I"min no way
bei ng argunentative about this particul ar piece.
|"mjust a little bit concerned about it. |
think it's a very inportant piece of |egislation,
as you descri bed.

" mjust concerned that we tal ked --
you're tal king about it, we're tal king about
aspirational goals. Senator Benjan n spoke
el oquently about aspirational goals. But then
there is the real-world reality, right, that
we've set this 30 percent aspirational goa
statewi de. And, you know, | don't believe a
hundred percent that in Staten Island it's
incredibly easy to neet that 30 percent. Maybe
in Brooklyn it's not. Certainly not in
Bi nghanton or in the North Country.

"' mjust concerned about this
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particul ar piece that you say the director is
going to set this -- these goals based on the
census data. Wat happens if -- what happens if
| as the owner of that general contracting firm
| can't attract Asian-Anericans or Caucasi ans
into ny workforce? Wat happens to ne as the
general contractor in that situation?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
M. President. One of the things, one of the
saf eqguards that we have put in this is the
transparency, where you will see much nore of
this information on a nonthly basis of who has
applied for a waiver and who is granted a wai ver.

So | think that the role of the
Senate is not going to stop at this point,
because the transparency will allow us to see

what's going on and respond in an appropriate

f ashi on.

Now, one of the key points to nmake a
wai ver -- to get a waiver is sonething called a
good-faith effort. Good-faith effort. |If one is

maki ng a good-faith effort, meaning that you
have -- if you're trying to find people, you at
least try to find people. |If you' ve nmade that

good faith effort, then all of those things
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shoul d be taken into account by the director.

And we as the Senate will get a
chance to see on a nonthly basis howthis is
going so that we can tweak this. W think this
i s an ongoi ng opportunity, an ongoi ng opportunity
that we're going to have to watch this one.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AKSHAR: | s there anything
inthe legislation that will -- as the general
contractor, is the state going to help me? If |
say, you know what, | want to do this work,
want to do ny very best to ensure that | can hit
t hose aspirational goals, but I'mstruggling.
|"mjust having a hard time finding 30 percent of
my workforce to be Caucasian. 1s there anything
inthe legislation that will help ne? WII the

state cone in and say, you know what, Akshar
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you're doing the right thing, we know you want to
do the right thing, we want to help you?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President, your short answer is not enough.
Vell, let ne be clearer still. The answer is no,
sir. That the -- the government is seen in that
sense as neutral, where it is not putting its
finger helping either side, but as an arbiter at
t he end.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: I'"'mon the bill,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Akshar on the bill.

SENATOR AKSHAR: | woul d j ust
respectfully say to you, but the governnment has
their fingers in this programwhen they want to
penalize you. Right? They' re very quick
government, state government is very quick to
come down very hard on general contractors,
subcontractors in this space if they' re not
foll owi ng the rules.

| would just ask this noving

forward. | am-- I'mgoing to vote no today. |
think that we have -- we certainly have nore work
to do. | think it's a programthat can be
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incredi bly beneficial. | would just ask you to
t hi nk about that point | just nade about, as we
nove forward, ensuring that governnment in this
particul ar space is not only thought of as really
droppi ng a hamer, right, and com ng down hard on
peopl e who aren't fulfilling their obligations,
but al so doing their very best to hel p people.

| smled when you said we're trying
to reduce the anount of tinme from60 days to 45
days. Because again, inreality, that's -- it's
nore |ike 10 nonths or a year, right, before
people hear. That's terrible. It really is.
It's terrible. W nust do a better job

And as you're advocating noving
forward -- and I'll continue to tal k about it
with you -- let's ensure when we cone back here
next year and we go through the budget process,
that this state agency has what they need so
people don't have to wait 10 nonths or 12 nonths,
whet her they're from Brooklyn or they're from
Bi nghant on or Oswego, it doesn't matter. Let's
do our very best to ensure that we hold the
agency's feet to the fire and nmake sure they hold
to that 45 days.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senat or Sanders on the bill.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| want to thank everybody who
participated in this debate. It was enlightening
and -- and very warm over here on occasion.

Senat or Ranzenhof er was tal ki ng
about these groups that he was nentioning, and |
was |istening to see if there were any MABES in
t hose groups, and | failed to recognize any of
t hose.

Suffice it to say | could provide a
list of all of those who |like things and -- but
it wouldn't answer the question, and the people
deserve better than that.

Senat or Akshar was -- pointed out
some very useful things. W do need to figure
out approved lists, approved lists of MABEs and
peopl e of that nature.

This is not finished. [It's nowhere
near finished. W have a ot nore work to do.
And regardl ess of how you vote today, | need your
help. | need your help in trying to figure out

how to nake this real for New York State. And |
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| ook forward to working with you. 1| |ook forward
to hearing frank positions fromyou, and | would
expect nothing less. And |I've never received
anything less than that, so | appreciate that.

| want to thank Senators Anedore and
Ranzenhofer for their passion, incredible
passion. | want to thank Senators Akshar and
Little for their direction. They were bold
enough to take nme around the state, and other
peopl e.

| of course want to thank Senator
Benjamin. He said it better than | could, so
there's no need to say it again. You heard his
position is mne.

| of course want to thank the task
force nmenbers who put a lot of tinme -- past and
present, who put a lot of time into this issue,
who took it and went a | ong way.

| would be remiss if | did not thank
nmy col |l eague in government, who | did not know
was back there, but that's all right. No wonder
| was -- | stood straighter and spoke better.
shoul d have known that. | of course want to
t hank you, Jellisa, for being right there when

needed you. Shontell.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6780

But | nostly want to thank, of
course, our great |eader, Senator Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, for deciding that we were going
to tackle not just an extension, but we're going
to tackle sone of the issues in this program a
magni fi cent idea that has to -- that deserves --
t he peopl e deserve for this to be the best that
it possibly can. And it can only get that way if
all of us work together and really just push this
thing, along with our great friends on the second
fl oor, and make sure that it goes in the
direction that it needs to go.

So again, | want to thank everyone
for -- whatever failures that you see in this are
m ne. \Whatever victories are the people who
wor ked hard on this issue. So | do want to thank
everybody. And | want to say that we woul d be
remss if | didn't thank you too, M. President.
And you guys will decide what to do fromthere.

Thank you very nuch. | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Parker on the bill.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President, on the bill

Let me first thank Senator Janes
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Sanders for his intrepid | eadership, |eading the
MABE task force for nmany years -- since he's
actually been here -- and we've been kind of
bui | di ng nomentumto this day.

The reauthorization of 15-Ais
critically inportant for, you know, nore than
60 percent of the population of the entire state.
Let's understand the root reason why we're doing
this bill today. W have an expression now that
| always find cute when | hear it, people use it,
is that sonmetines we have | egislation and we call
it a solution |looking for a problem Right?
That's not this. R ght?

This is not a solution |ooking for a
problem Let's be very clear. Racismexists in
this state, and it has. R ght? In the sanme way
that we know that sexismexists in this state.
And we know that access to full-tinme jobs at a
living wage with benefits, we know access to
busi ness opportunities, we know access to
contracts with the State of New York are not
equal |y given out between every group of people
in the State of New York. That's why 15-A was
creat ed.

So this is actually a solution to a
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very real problem So | want people to
understand that this is -- when we tal k about a
di sparity study, what we've gotten to is where
the courts have said to us, yeah, we believe
there's a problemand rhetorically we can al ways
tal k about problens, but you really need a study.
And what that disparity study actually does is
root in science and in facts and figures what we
actually all know rhetorically, which is that
racismexists in State of New York and sexism
exists in State of New York.

African-Americans as we stand here
represent approximately 16 percent of the
20 million people who live in the State of
New York. Latinos represent 19 percent of the
state. Whnen, over 51 percent of the people in
the State of New York

And so you start tal king about --
you know, put all those groups together and we're
qui bbling over 30 percent? W' re quibbling over
30 percent. Wonen thenselves, if you want to do
it inawy that's either froman equity
perspective or an equality perspective, should be
at |east getting 50 percent. And we're talking

about 30 percent between wonen, blacks, Latinos,
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Asi ans.
And we're qui bbling over 30 percent,
peopl e pushing back on 30 percent. And you find

t hese popul ations, especially in 2019, in every

reach of -- you know, of our state. And |'ve
been around the state. You know, |'ve worked for
the state conptroller, I've wrked on canpai gns,

|"ve been literally to all 62 counties of the
State of New York. Right? And |'ve never gone
anywhere in the State of New York and not seen a
wonman, not seen somebody African-American, not
seen sonebody Latino. | just haven't.

We all have diverse -- this state is
very diverse. Even in the places that we think
are not as diverse as others, they're still nore
di verse than what we see, frankly, in the
United States. W are a paradigmof diversity
here in the State of New YorKk.

And what we're saying here in the
context of reauthorization of 15-A is two things.
One, we know that inequality exists both on
raci al and gender equity, you know, |evels.
Right? And that, two, we need to correct that by
creating nore opportunity in our state. | don't

t hi nk anybody here would say that, you know,
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econoni ¢ opportunity isn't the basis of the
American dream Right? And when we | ook at the
State of New York, we have the third | argest
budget in the entire country, as | know all ny
col | eagues know. Right? After the federa
government and the State of California, this year
our enacted budget was about $175 billion. W're
the ninth | argest econony in the world.

And yet there are people who are
hungry in this state. There are people who are
not getting access to opportunity in this state.

Now, when we | ook at that
$175 billion budget, M. President, alnost around
35 billion of it is actually contracted out every
single year. Right? So we're talking about, you
know, everything from paper clips to | arge
construction projects are being contracted out by
the State of New York, by every single agency,

i ncluding the State Senate.

And the question is, what are the
rul es by which we nake that procurenment? What
are the rules by which we make sure that
African- Aneri cans, who are 16 percent of the
popul ation, Latinos, who are 19 percent of the

popul ati on, wonen, who are 51 percent of the
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popul ation, get their fair share of the state
contracts? And right now they' re not getting
their fair share.

And so the reauthorization of this
| egislation is a beginning of a conversation to

do that. W're not even there yet. Because

frankly -- you know, in Brooklyn we use this
expression "keeping it real.” Can | keep it real
witchall? Let ne keep it real. This legislation
is atoothless tiger. |It's a toothless tiger.

Yeah, we want 30 percent. W want to see
Bi nghant on get 30 percent. W want to see
Rochester, we want to see the North Country get
the 30 percent of wonmen and minority business
enterprises, you know, incorporated in the
econonmi c activity, particularly the economc
activity the state is funding. Because by the
way, those fol ks pay their taxes too. So that's
their noney. Right?

But what do we say in this? Wll,

30 percent is aspirational. Do your best, your
best -- you know, your best -- you know, you give
a good-faith effort. |Is that what we say,

Pastor? Gve it a good-faith effort to get to

30 percent. But what happens if you don't get to
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30 percent? Well, we'll give you a waiver.
That's one of the things that we do. And we've
gi ven out -- even as ny coll eagues on the other
side of the aisle indicated, we've given out
probably nore waivers than we've given out
contracts.

And then the other thing that
happens if you just don't do it, all we say is,
wel |, okay, | want you to try nore next tine.
We're really not penalizing anybody. Nobody's
going to jail, nobody's getting heavily fined.
You m ght | ose your contract -- naybe, after a
I ong and involved court process. Right? But the
nunbers of times that's happened in the state,
you know, is so snmall it's not worth nentioning.

And so here we're just sinply saying
l et there be sone fairness. Let there be sone
equity in the way that public dollars that cone
fromthe taxpayers of the State of New York are
spent in this state. That's all. G ve an
opportunity for blacks and Latinos and Asi ans and
wonen to get an opportunity to do business with
the state. How significant is that?

Some of you have heard of a

busi nessman naned Ross Perot, ran for president a
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little while ago? Anybody know how Ross Per ot
made his first mllion dollars? Right here in

the State of New York, processing Medicaid forms,

made his first mllion. And now a
multibillionaire. Right? | nean, the state is
replete with stories of people who were -- you

know, were floundering, were struggling, and got
that opportunity to get a state contract, and
that state contract broke the generational curse
of poverty in their famlies.

Al'l other people are asking for is
t he sane opportunity to break that generational
curse of poverty in their famlies, to build
their conmunities up. Because particularly as we
tal k about what's happening in the context of
contracts, M. President, it's also happening in
t he context of enploynent. W haven't even had
a-- wth all the stuff that we've done that's
been fabul ous this year, we've had not one
conversation on the floor of this body about
| abor - mar ket di scrim nation.

And in a place |ike Brooklyn that |
represent, where over 50 percent of the
African-American nen -- this is the |argest

concentration of people of African descent in the
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whol e Western Hem sphere outside of Brazil, and
50 percent of the African-Anerican nmen are

unenpl oyed, functionally. That's when you don't
| ook at, you know, who's willing and able to
wor k, who's not going to school. Over 50 percent
of them are unenpl oyed.

And here we are in the shadow of
Wal |l Street, the greatest concentration of wealth
in the entire universe, maybe in the multiverse.
And so -- yet people live in poverty. And so we
say, let's give thema chance. Because again, if
you start tal king about creating full-tinme jobs
at a living wage with benefits, that we know wi ||
lift people out of poverty, we know that people
hire thensel ves.

And so this is not about petit
bourgeois capitalism This is really about
creating a set of businesses that will hire other
peopl e. Because we know that when
African- Ameri can businesses get a |l eg up and they
get a contract, they hire other
African-Americans. And Latinos hire other
Latinos. W know wonen are nore |likely to give
ot her wonen a chance to work when they own their

own businesses. That's what this bill does.
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And | understand that people are
concerned about what's going to happen in their
various communities. And |I'm saying that the
wor st thing that can happen is that sone ot her
people in your communities will get a chance.
Peopl e who currently don't have contracts will
have a chance to get contracts.

Everybody in this room-- | don't
know anybody in this room any of ny coll eagues,
who would not like to see a business in their
community get a contract fromthe state,
regardl ess of who that business bel ongs to.
Because those bl acks and Latinos, those Asians
and those fenal e entrepreneurs, you know, they
shop -- where y'all shop at upstate, Wegnmans?
Sonmebody holler at me. So they shop in those
same stores. They go to Hone Depot and Target
and Walmart. Like that econom c opportunity is
there for everyone.

And so you all should be voting yes
on this bill, because you should be saying | want
to see nore contracts fromthe state come to
people in nmy community, and this bill gives them
that opportunity. And when we give everybody

opportunity, M. President, we rise and we all ow
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all boats to rise together.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham on the bill.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

First | want to thank
Senat or Sanders for his | eadership on this, and a
terrific bill. Not nuch to be said after what
Senat or Par ker said

| just want to say prior to com ng
to the Senate, | spent two years working for the
Thruway on the Tappan Zee Bridge repl acenent
contract, and these were the goals on a
$4 billion project. And they were nade, they
were met. And it wasn't necessarily easy; a |ot
of outreach needed to be done. But it was net
because these goals were the policy of the
Thruway, they were the policy of the Governor,
they were the policy of this body, and it was our
m ssion to inplenent this.

And this is doable. And so these
were -- as we've heard, people in our community
in the Hudson Valley, in New York State, the

majority of the contractors and |abor on that
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project came from New York State. And as we
heard, sonetinmes all a starting-out entrepreneur
needs is that first contract to give themthe
| everage, to give themthe experience, to give
themthe credit so they can access financing.

This is not sonething that we shoul d
be ashaned of. This is laudable. It creates
nore econom c activity, as we've heard, for
everybody. And these are goals that can be net,
because we have net these goals. On extrenely,
extrenely | arge projects, we have net these
goal s, we can neet these goals, and we should
neet these goals.

"1l be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson on the bill.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
M. President. Let nme -- | rise in order to
support the bill.

Senat or James Sanders, Jr., our
Senator, |let me thank you for your |eadership and
all of the time and energy that you spent on this
very inportant subject matter.

In fact, sonme of you may not know

that in the Cty Council | chaired the Contracts
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Commttee for four years in which Senator Janes
Sanders, Jr., nyself, and others in the City
Counci | pursued an MABE programin New York City.
Where a previous nayor had put an executive
order, and we said no, we wanted a | aw i n order
totry to put in place a |l egal standard in order
to help minority and wonen- owned busi nesses in
New York City. And a disparity study took pl ace,
and in fact we introduced the |law under a bill --
and | forgot the bill nunber.

But it's inmportant to know that we
shoul d do everything we can to bring about the
type of diversity that we would |ike to see. And
obvi ously sone people feel that the goals and
obj ectives | heard cannot be obtained in areas
where there may not be so many mnorities; in
essence, people of color.

But as ny col | eagues i ndi cat ed,
clearly there are wonen all over the place. So
hopefully if any contractor wants a job, they
should take it with the opportunity of trying to
obtain the goals and objectives of 30 percent.

But one of the things | say to you,
which is very inportant in here, it also says --

it says here, under 16 it says it provides for
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puni shrent for fraud relating to mnority and
wonen- owned busi nesses. Because sone people w |
try to rig the system and say, Okay, |let ne just
put down ny wife as the owner of the conpany, but
she really doesn't owmn it, | own it. That's not
right. That's committing fraud.

O they say, Wll, listen, | can
make believe that | have nore people of color or
nore wonmen on this contract. And that's
commtting fraud.

So as they indicated, if in fact if
you try your best to reach that goal and
obj ective, you can always ask for a waiver,
depending on the areas that -- in which you're
at .

And so we just want people to do
their best to bring about that diversity. And |
say this to you, in looking at the staff that |
have, in the city -- when | was inthe Cty
Council and now in the New York State Senate. M
district is 45 percent Caucasian, 12 percent
bl ack, and about 40 percent Latinx. That's the
diversity of ny district. And quite frankly,
when | look at it, | look at the qualifications

of the individuals, and understanding that the
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diversity is very inportant overall

But with this -- this is the
five-year extension -- | thank James Sanders,
Jr., and all of the staff that worked on it, and
| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May on the bill.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank Senator Sanders
for his hard work on this bill and for including
me in the process. | know firsthand how eager
and open he was to hearing about upstate issues
about how to nmake it as fair as possible to al
t he geographic regions in the state. And |
appl aud his insistence on setting our goals high,
and our aspirations, nmaking them nobl e.

As a woman |'ve had anple
opportunity to see the operation of the Boys
Club. | know that men gather in sports bars and
on golf courses and in | ocker roons, and they
make deals. And there is alnpst never a wonman in
the room |et alone a person of color.

And so we don't have access to those

deal s. It's not because the nen are evil or even
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deli berately exclusionary, it's because they're
t houghtless. And | think this bill requires to
us be thoughtful.

Wi ch is appropriate, because
Senat or Sanders is probably the nost thoughtful
person |'ve ever met, the nost considerate person
|"ve ever nmet. And so | feel like this is a very
appropriate signature bill for you.

And | thank you very much, and |I'm
glad to vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Senator Ritchie on the bill

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| wasn't going to speak on the bill,
but | feel like | should answer sone of the
guestions that some of ny coll eagues have put
forward, because | was on the task force.

And Senator Sanders, | want to start
of f by saying how much | appreciate the fact that
you did conme to the district, you did listen to
the concerns, and | truly believe that you want
to find sone way to make this programwork. And

| can honestly tell you that | believe there's a
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ot of nmerit in this programand | want to do
what | can to help it succeed too.

But sonme of conversation for me has
been a little concerning because I know in ny
district, yeah, there's 50 percent of the wonen
there. And it nakes it sound |ike when | have
such significant problens in the North Country,
it's because we're not doi ng anything.

| have held boot canp after boot
canp. W have sent out invitations to the wonen
in the district trying to encourage themto take
part in this, what an opportunity it is. But
when they don't, there's a real shortage there.
When a conpany cones in -- and | can tell you
nore than just about any other issue, |'ve heard
frompeople in ny district saying that we believe
in the program we want to try, but when there's
not enough busi nesses out there, what are we
supposed to do?

So we've tried to encourage people
to participate, but there still is not enough
peopl e taking part in the program So in the
nmeanti me, when we have busi nesses who are out
there |l ooking in good-faith effort, they cone

back and they can't neet the goals -- which
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really aren't goals, they really are pretty much
set in stone -- they're told, Go back out and try
again. So they go back out and try. These are
peopl e who are trying to do a job. They say this
is, you know, what we can find now Go out and
try again.

For some of them-- | think for ne,
which was really problematic, | represent a
really economcally challenged area. So at one
of neetings we had with the MABE wor ki ng group,
it cane up a lot of tinmes these conpani es have to
hire outside the area. Well, | don't want them
to hire outside the area, because we have one of
t he hi ghest unenpl oynent rates. So when | asked
t he question what do we do when there's not a
conpany that would fit for themto hire, | was
told, Well, you know what, in New York City
t here's one.

Well, | represent the North Country
where there's a big need. |I'msorry, | believe
it's totally unacceptable that a conpany in ny
area would have to go to New York City to fill
what they need as far as the quot as.

So I'"mjust asking, fromny point of

view, just take into consideration those
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conpani es who are really trying, who are trying
to put people to work every day, who are naking a
good-faith effort and they just can't get there.

And to Senator Parker's comment
about it's only a goal, you know, nobody's going
to jail -- that's not exactly accurate. For a
| ot of these conpanies who are trying their best,
they go out, they do the job, they cone back and
then they find out fromthe state: Onh, well
guess what, we're going to hire this amunt, this
per cent age of what you've paid out on the job
because you didn't neet the quota.

So sonetines that's a huge penalty.
For one conpany, you know, it was $100, 000. And
| honestly believe the majority of themare
trying to do the right thing.

So Senator Sanders, | just want to
say to you | appreciate that you're trying to do
the right thing. | appreciate you're trying to
address the issues in nmy district. But |I'm going
to vote no on this. Not that | don't support the
program and not that | don't think ny coll eagues
support the program W just want a way that
makes it work in the North Country where we can

keep people working in our own area.
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If I can encourage 30 percent and do
anything to get to that goal in the North
Country, I'mall in. But if we can't, there's
got to be a real workaround so that people in ny
area get to work and they don't have to call a
list fromNew York City.

So with that, | pledge, you know,
anything I can do to hel p make the program
better. But, you know, we just have to be
realistic about the goals and about the
di f ferences between where | |ive and where others
live, and the fact that these conpani es who are
trying to do the right thing, they are getting
penal i zed. And for nost of them when they're
calling, they're like, W' re not going to take
part in state contracts anynore, it's just too
risky.

So M. President, thank you for the
opportunity. And | will be voting in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senator Serino on the bill.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you

M. President. And | want to say thank you to

Senat or Sanders for sponsoring this very
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i nportant |egislation.

And you can hear the passion in this
roomtoday, right, fromevery one of us. W
fully believe in this program And | can tel
you, | want to see a robust MABE program | ama
femal e busi ness owner. But | can tell you, for
the past four and a half years since being here,
this is the program the state-run programt hat
|"ve received the nost conplaints on

And it's great that we did the
hearings, and | want to see us do nore. | want
to echo what Senator Ritchie said today, because
she's spot on. And | think we heard so nany of
the conplaints froma variety -- throughout the
state of the things that we need to work on.
Those are great suggestions that | think, if we
wor k together, we can definitely inplenment them

So that's basically it. | just
want -- you know, we tal ked about New York City,
how it works in New York City. W want to see it
work statewide. And | think that is the problem
the ratios, the percentages. And those are
t hings that we can work on together.

So | just want to say thank you once

again. Thank you to this body. There's a |ot
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nore wonen here now. | look forward to having a
di al ogue with everybody and really truly getting
somet hi ng done.

Because of the issues that were
nmenti oned today, |'mgoing to be a no. [It's not
because | don't support the idea and the concept;
| absolutely do. Firmbeliever. But | |ook
forward to making it the best that it can be.

So thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Liu on the bill.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

M. President, for the opportunity to explain ny
vote here.

| amvoting for this inportant bill.
You know, |'ve heard a |ot of the back and forth
on this. And honestly, none of this, none of the
argunments for or against are new. In fact,

t hey' ve been going on for years, and in sone
cases decades. The idea that fulfilling sone of
the requirenments of this aw will be inconvenient
or unfriendly to business or even inpossible in
sone cases, those have all been heard before,
even in New York City. There was a tine in

New York City when it was very difficult for
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busi ness to neet these diversity nandates.

So | remind us all why we have these
goals -- or if you want to call them mandat es,
mandates -- in the first place. And that is that
we have had a very long history where peopl e,
specifically mnorities and wonen, sinply did not
get their fair share of contracts, contracts that
t axpayers pay for.

And that's why we have to not only
extend 15-A but enhance it in a way that wll
really bring us closer nore quickly to the day
where every busi ness owner can have equal
opportunity. And when we have that equal
opportunity, as Senator Benjam n said before, we
will start eradicating some of the disparities in
enpl oyment opportunities that New Yorkers have.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.
And | want to thank our sponsor, Senator Sanders,
and our Assenbl ynenber, Rodneyse Bichotte, who
has been with us in this journey, for their great
wor k.  Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay,

M. President, w thout objection can we return
this bill to the noncontroversial cal endar, as
wel | as Cal endars 1635 and 1670, and al so renove
the tenporary | ay-aside on Cal endar 1692.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And let's take
t hose up noncontroversial, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sanders
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8414 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6575, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1661.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1661, Assenbly Print Nunmber 8414, by
Assenbl ymenber Bichotte, an act to anmend the

Executi ve Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 16. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
LaValle to explain his vote.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President, |
rise to explain ny vote.

"' m going to support this neasure,
al t hough there are sone issues, sone problens.
There are issues such as this that nove al ong
like a tortoise, but we need to make progress.
Equality is very inportant. And | want to be
recorded in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
LaVal l e recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1661, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
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Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and
Tedi sco. Also Senator Lanza.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1635, Senate Print 6457A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

We began the first day of
| egislative activity this year with a focus on
i mproving election laws, naking it easier for
people to vote, including inproving voter

participation in New York. W passed early
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voting, we consolidated the primaries -- which
are comng up in less than a week, by the way --
and we took steps towards sanme-day registration.

It's fitting, then, that as we
concl ude the session we once again focus on
making it easier for people to vote and i nproving
our dismal participation rates in New York, in
this case by establishing automatic voter
registration, which will help register the up to
2 mllion New Yorkers who are voting-eligible,
nmeani ng they are 18 or over and are citizens of
the state but are not registered to vote.

And so as we work hard to
enfranchi se nore people, to make it easier for
people to participate in our denocracy, this
nmeasure will go a |long way towards getting at
those close to 2 mllion people who are not yet
on the rolls. And so |I'm hopeful that when this
is fully enacted, we will no | onger be anong the
worst in the country but anong the best in terns
of our participation and our el ectoral
participation in terns of New Yorkers.

So | want to thank mny col |l eagues.
There was a ot of work put into this. But this

is a pretty big day anong many big days this year
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for us. And | also want to thank the chair of
our Election Cormittee, Senator Zellnor Mrie,
who held a hearing on this issue to help shed
light on it and get us to this point.

And so thank you to all ny
col | eagues for supporting this inportant
| egislation. Hopefully we'll see it passed in
the Assenbly and signed into law in short order.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Funke to explain his vote.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,

M. President. | was going to ask sone questions
on this, but inthe interests of tinme today --
we've got a lot to do, so let's keep noving. So
| will explain ny vote.

This is a bill that would provide
for automatic voter registration. And of course,
as Senator G anaris said, we all want those
eligible to vote to be registered to vote and
active in the process. And | love the
technol ogy, but there is a proper and | awful way
todoit. And this bill, to nme, raises sone

security issues and constitutional concerns.
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For the first time in state history
this bill will direct the State Board of
El ections -- not the |local board of elections --
to register and enroll voters. The bill provides
zero admnistrative relief for |ocal boards of
el ections, because their duties don't change.
However, it does present an unprecedented nandate
on the state BCE.

So here's what happens. Every tine
an individual has a contact with a list of state
agenci es, specific agencies, they will now
automatically be registered to vote unless they
affirmatively opt out -- no signature required,
no party designation, presto, you' re good to go.

So putting aside this nassive
unfunded nandate, this bill has equally glaring
concerns with regard to the State Constitution.
Voters will now be able to register to vote
wi thout first providing a signature. And that
makes it inpossible for anybody to chall enge the
validity of the registration or to ensure that
t he person who shows up to vote is actually the
per son who regi st ered.

Your signature, when you register to

vote, amounts to a |l egal oath sworn by the
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i ndi vidual registering that the information that
they offer is true and that they actually are who
they say that they are.

No signature neans no oath.
Therefore, an undocunented person, for exanple,
who registers through a state agency and doesn't
provi de a signature can argue that they never
swore the legal oath and therefore they never
broke the | aw.

So there are enornous security
concerns. This bill provides for electronic
signatures instead of converting froma signed
paper registration form Have you ever signed on
one of those pads with your index finger? They
hardly | ook the sane as your signature with a
pen.

Under Article 2 of the State
Constitution, Article 2 of the State
Constitution, proper proofs and an affirmative
act -- nanmely, filling out and personally signing
a registration form-- is what's required.
Automatic registration w thout a voter
registration application is certainly
constitutionally questionable at best.

This bill allows for the state board

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6810

to possibly receive multiple conflicting

regi strations, because every tine you go to a
state agency, they're going to get one of these
t hi ngs ki cked back to them You get a hunting
license, they're going to get one.

The integrity of the election is
just as inportant as the access to it. And
that's why I'Il be voting in the negative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Funke to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Myrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank the sponsor of this
bill, Senator G anaris, for his |eadership on
t his issue.

l"d like to thank the many advocates
and nonpartisan organi zations that have worked
many years, who have worked throughout this
country, in fact, to show that automatic voter
registration is necessary for our denocracy.

| think that we have taken many
steps over this session to bring New York from

worst to first. Right now we rank 47th in the
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entire country in registration nunbers.
Automatic voter registration is a study-proven
way to increase participation in our denocracy.

W saw | ast year that when voters
engaged at a |l evel unseen in many years, that
that has very real policy consequences for the
State of New York. Automatic voter registration
will increase that participation. | think we
will continue to see the policy inpacts of that.

And | really want to thank everyone
that has fought tirelessly over this effort. W
hope that the Assenbly will join us in passing
this legislation and that the Governor will sign
it intolaw so that we can expand and strengt hen
our denocracy here in the State of New York

"1l be voting in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
M/rie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1635, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara,

Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Serino, Seward and
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Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

(Scattered appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Order in
t he chanber, pl ease.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1670, Senate Print 6532A, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to explain his vote.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President.

As our deputy | eader just nentioned,
we did begin the very first day of this session
wi th an extraordi nary package of |egislation that

was i ntended to send the nmessage to New York
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voters that we want themto be able to
participate snmoothly in our elections.

Today we take another big step
forward, first of all with the automatic voter
registration bill that we just passed, which is a
really inmportant reformthat nmany of us have
wor ked on for many years, and another one in this
bill.

This -- I'd like to just begin by
t hanki ng Zell nor Myrie, our Election chair, and
Chris Hi ggins, who worked a lot on this on the
staff, and Assenbly sponsor Jonat han Jacobson, of
Newbur gh, New York. This bill is also supported
by Common Cause, Public Citizen, Ctizens Union,
the Center for Law and Justice at Medgar Evers
Col | ege, and the Denocratic Lawyers Council.

What this bill does is address a
very unusual aspect of New York State's El ection
Law. Under our law currently, if one does not
regi ster by 25 days before the general election,
one -- does not enroll in a party before that
date, a party change or a party enrol |l nent does
not take effect until after the next general
el ection, about 13 nonths later. W are unique

in the United States at having a provision |ike
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t hat .

W' ve already taken a step as a sort
of byproduct of noving the primary back to June,
that the period during which you have to wait
fromregistering until you can participate in a
primary has al ready been shortened by virtue of
t hat date being noved back three nonths. This
bill will nmove that date up to Val entine's Day
every year, February 14th. It will take what is
currently a 13-nmonth period during which your
party change does not take effect and change it
to a four-nonth period.

The critical thing with this is that
peopl e al ready have a chance to be thinking about
the primary el ection when they get to choose
whether to join a party. 1In 2016 this becane a
big issue, first of all because many voters were
inspired by candidates in the Denocratic Party
and wanted to join the Denocratic Party and al so
to participate in that, but also in the
Republ i can Party. Ivanka Trunp and Eric Trunp
reportedly were unable to participate in the
Republican primary in 2016 because they did not
change their voter registration by Cctober.

This bill takes a | ogical step. It
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is not what sone advocates have pushed for,
pushing it right up to the registration deadline,
but it's a big step forward. And I'mglad we're
taking it up today, and I'lIl be voting in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Funke to explain his vote.

SENATCOR FUNKE: Thanks to Senator
Kavanagh for his comments on this.

There are sone other aspects of this
bill that are equally inportant but troubling
frommy point of view

This is a bill that would anend a
section of the Election Law to provide that if a
previously registered voter files a change of
enroll ment or a new enrollnment by the 14th of
February, that the change will take effect
i medi ately. A change of enrollnment nmade after
that would then take effect seven days after the
June primary.

And finally, this bill would al so
change the date the Board of Elections has to
publish its list of registered voters from

February 1st to the 21st of the nonth. GCkay? So
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bear with me here.

Ri ght now an application to change
your party enrollnent only takes effect the day
after the election of the next succeeding year.
So this bill would dramatically reduce the tine
frame that a voter may change their party
enrollment to be able to vote in that new party's
primary. Again, bear with ne for a m nute.

This bill would, as a result, allow
a registered Denocrat to change their party
enrol I ment to Republican -- which we woul d
encourage you all to do -- for the primary and
then switch back to being a regi stered Denocrat
for the general election. So what the bill does
is allows for party shopping, political conmttee
and party mani pul ation and potentially, if you
peel it back a little bit, nefarious political
t akeovers.

Had this bill been in place |ast
year, for exanple, | think there are nany
Republ i cans that coul d have taken advant age of
the leniency in this bill to vote in the
Denocratic primary for Cynthia N xon, hoping for
a better shot in the general election for their

Republ i can candi date, Mark Mbli naro.
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Next year, for exanple, nmany
Denocrats coul d regi ster as Republicans, hel ping
to vote against President Trunmp in a Republican
primary, for the same reason

Integrity of elections and the
el ection process is critically inportant to al
of us. Nefarious activities, including things
i ke party shopping for illicit purposes, should

not be condoned and certainly should not be

encouraged by the law. And | amafraid that this

bill would do just that.

And that's why | vote in the
negative, M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Funke to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

When we started this session,
New York had not only sone of the nost
restrictive but sone of the nost confusing and
arcane election laws in the entire country. And
t he pi ece de resistance was our -- how hard we
made it for people to change their registration

in order to vote in a prinmary.
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| wish we had a shorter wi ndow where
peopl e could change their registration, but
nmoving it to February 14th is a big step. And |
want to thank Senator Kavanagh for doing this,
Senator Myrie for bringing it forward, and all of
you for hel ping us nmake our election | aws nore
sane, less confusing, and to help us get nore
voter participation in this state.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1670, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Boyle, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle,
Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie,
Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1692, Senate Print 5348A, by Senator Kennedy, an

act to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, let nme thank our
| eader for bringing this to the floor today, ny
col | eagues for their support for this conmonsense
law that is going to help famlies across our
st at e.

Qur current justice system
M. President, crimnalizes poverty in nmany ways.
One way this occurs is by suspending an
individual's driver's license for failure to pay
a fine for minor traffic infractions, for failure
to appear in court for those mnor traffic
i nfractions.

Yes, driving is a privilege, but
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driver's license suspension should be used to
keep unsafe drivers off the road, not as a debt
col l ection mechanism This practice wastes

t axpayer nmoney and resources only to create a
two-tiered systemof justice where those with
nmeans are able to keep their driving privileges
and those who can't afford it are plunged into
even further debt.

There is al so a devastating human
cost. For exanple, in New Jersey 42 percent of
drivers lost their job after their driving
privilege was suspended. And in Arizona, drivers
wi th suspended |icenses | ost an average of
$36, 800 in annual incone. Jobs are |ost,
fam |l ies are devast at ed.

The inpact of |icense suspension for
failing to pay fines is particularly acute in
rural comunities. Because the public
transportation options are extrenely limted, if
they exist at all, people who live in these areas
rely on their cars and driver's |licenses to get
to work or court or to access basic healthcare.
Unlike New York City, where there's a robust
public transit system in upstate New York a

driver's license is a true necessity.
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Through this bill we're addressing
that injustice by offering a cormmbnsense
solution, a path toward repaying traffic fees
wi t hout further penalizing drivers and sendi ng
theminto the dark hole of debt.

In a recent two-year period,

New York issued nmore than 1.5 mllion suspensions
related to traffic debt. Wthout a driver's
|icense, people can't go to work, school, or even
access healthcare. These consequences conpound
and make it even less likely that the person can
repay the original fine they incurred. In other
words, we're kicking themwhile they're down.

And while a ticket for $100 or $200
may not seemlike a lot to sone people, for
others it can be financially devastating. Qur
current |icense suspension policy
di sproportionately inpacts | owinconme people and
people of color as well. Driver's license
suspension rates in New York are nearly nine
times higher in the 10 poor poorest comunities
conpared to the 10 weal thiest.

Suspendi ng a person's |icense for
nonpaymnment acconplishes very little. It does not

appear to encourage repaynent, either. 1In the
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maj ority of cases people whose |icenses were
suspended still did not pay the outstanding fine
after having their |icense suspended for a year.
In fact, although we cannot predict
exactly what will happen in New York, when West
Pal m Beach County, Florida, started allow ng
paynent plans, it saw 32 tines nore revenue and
reduced suspensions by 39 percent. In
San Francisco, California, revenue fromtraffic
vi ol ations increased by 244 percent.
My goal in introducing this bill is
to get people out of this vicious cycle by
al l owi ng for responsi bl e paynent plans so an
i ndi vidual can pay off their fines. And this
concept is not a radical proposal. |In fact,
M ssi ssi ppi, |daho, California, Washington, D.C
and Virginia all have simlar prograns. There
are at least half a dozen other states that are
doi ng the sane or considering doing the sane.
What this bill doesn't do is change
t he reason for suspending a driver's license in
t he nost egregi ous of situations. For exanple,
you can still have your driver's |license
suspended for failure to pay child support, for

driving while intoxicated, for vehicular
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hom cide. And quite frankly, in the
Transportation Law there's about 25 pages of |aw
outlined showi ng reasons for an individual who --
reasons an individual can still have their
driver's |license suspended.

Thi s does not keep dangerous drivers
on the road. Drivers will continue to accumul ate
points for infractions which could still lead to
suspension. This does not get drivers out of
having to pay tickets. People who accumul ate
fees and fines will still have to pay back that
noney. And there are nmany different ways that
the state and the court systemw || be able to
recl ai mthose funds.

And it does not get people out of
having to return to court. There are a variety
of ways and tools to nake sure that people appear
before the court to pay their fines.

Thousands of people have traffic
debt they sinply cannot afford to pay. And with
this paynent plan that we're putting forward
t oday, people will now have the ability to pay
back their debt while also benefiting the state
and runicipalities who otherwi se woul d not see

t hi s noney.
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| thank ny col |l eagues for joining
and supporting me in this proposal and the nmany
advocat es who have fought side by side with us in
order to see this cross the finish Iine.

Wth that, M. President, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1692, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and
Tedi sco. Also Senators Boyl e and Jordan.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

If we could return to notions and
resolutions for a noment, on behal f of

Senat or Sanders, on page nunber 2 | offer the
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foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 1684,
Senate Print 3851, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f
Senator Rivera, | nove to recommt Senate Print
1028, Cal endar Nunmber 331 on the order of third
reading, to the Conmttee on Rules, with
instructions to said commttee to strike out the
enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: It is so
or der ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this point

can we just stand at ease for a couple of

mnutes. W're just waiting for the bill sponsor
on the next bill we're taking up to walk in the
door .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will tenporarily stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 5:53 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at

6:00 p.m)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we renove the tenporary | ay-aside on Cal endar
1663, by Senator Biaggi, and take up that bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bi aggi
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8421 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6577, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1663.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1663, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8421, by
Assenbl ynmenber Sinotas, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Bi aggi to explain her vote.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
M. President.

Today the New York State Senate wil |
pass |l egislation that puts the safety of workers
and survivors of sexual harassnent and
di scrimnation first.

For the first tine in decades,

New York is expanding its protections for workers
agai nst sexual harassnent, updating our |aws for
the 21st century. Wth this legislation we wll
elimnate, elimnate the severe or pervasive
standard that has all owed a wi de range of

i nappropriate behavi or and sexual m sconduct to
be swept under the rug, and ensure that enployers
across all sectors are held accountable for
addressing all forns of sexual harassnment and
discrimnation in the workpl ace.

Additionally, this bill extends the
statute of limtations to three years, granting

survivors of sexual harassnment or discrimnmnation
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the necessary tinme to report conplaints and seek
the justice that they deserve.

Today's victory is a cul mnation of
t he bl ood, sweat and tears of courageous
survivors, fierce advocates, and dedi cated
| awmakers, nmany of whomare with us today,

i ncludi ng the Sexual Harassnent Working G oup,
wi t hout whomthis |egislation would not even be
bef ore us today.

From the very beginning this process
has been about getting our hands dirty and doi ng
t he necessary work to address the ways in which
our current |aws and systens silence victins of
sexual harassnent, even when that has neant
engaging in difficult conversations and diving
head first into territories previously deened off
limts.

| want to thank Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for her unwavering support
in noving this legislation forward, and ny
partner in the Assenbly, Assenbl ywoman Aravella
Si not as.

However, it is truly the work of the
advocates and the nenbers of the Sexual

Har assnment Working Group to whom | owe an
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i ncredi ble amount of gratitude. It is because of
their courage to share their survivor's stories,
their resilience to overcone the obstacl es placed
before them their strength to fight back when
they were told no, and their selfless comitnent
to maki ng New York a safer place for everyone,
that New Yorkers today will now be better
prot ected agai nst sexual assault and harassment.

Today's victory is not one in
isolation. This is only the beginning of our
journey towards building a truly harassnent-free
New York for all

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Bi aggi to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gounardes to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

| nappropriate touching, asking to
share a hotel roomw th coworkers, comments about
sonmeone' s physi cal appearance, asking people to
dress a certain way, forcibly kissing, groping,
genital groping, forced touching and rubbing --

these are all types of behaviors that have been

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6830

found by the courts in New York to be all owed and
perm ssi bl e under the current incredibly high bar
of proving a sexual harassment case in New York
St at e.

That shoul d di sgust all of us.

We've lived in this culture where everyone gets
one free touch, everyone gets one free comrent,
everyone gets one free pass. And today, this
chanber, this Legislature is saying we put an end
to that. By changing the incredibly, incredibly,
i ncredi bly arduous standard of severe or
pervasi ve conduct, we are saying that we are
going to be val uing the experiences of victinms of
sexual harassnent.

And this legislation that we're
passing today is incredibly inportant not just
because of the substantive changes to the | aw
that we're making, but because this is informed
directly fromthe experiences and the stories of
victins of sexual harassnent and sexual assault
across the state.

| want to comrend the fierce
advocacy of the Sexual Harassnment Working G oup,
who's joined us here today, but all of the

victims who have cone forward and shared their
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stories. | want to commend the | eadership of
Senat or Bi aggi; Senator Krueger, who held this
bill before we got here to this chanber; Mjority
Leader Stewart-Cousins; and all of us here who
have really allowed for the voices of victinms to
be heard for the first tine in the halls of this
Legislature in 27 years.

Today is just the first step of what
shoul d be a long journey to making sure that no
one has to live or work in a workpl ace
envi ronnment that does not value them as human
beings with equality, dignity, and respect. And
for those reasons anong many ot hers, | proudly
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or CGounardes to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senator LaValle to explain his vote.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| thank nmany of the nmenbers who have
been here -- and Senator Stavisky renmenbers that
our commttee, when | was chairman, held hearings
on this matter and passed a bill a nunber of

years ago.
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Fromtine to tinme society needs to
take stock of what's going on. And | think that
probably five years from now or X nunber of years
fromnow there will be another bill dealing with
sexual harassnment. W need to constantly | ook at
ourselves in a mrror and see who are we.

The wonen who are here today, thank
you. Thank you for speaking up. Thank you for
participating. This is very, very inportant.

W cannot have the kind of behavior
that individuals don't seek perm ssion, trespass
on soneone's space. And we're learning as a
society, and we as a Legislature are respondi ng
appropriately by passing | egislation that nakes
sure we remain a civil society.

| vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
LaVall e to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

| am al so hunbl ed and honored that
in our first session we are able to deliver this
critically inportant piece of |egislation on

behal f of wonen sonme of us know and wonen and nen
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many of us will never know.

VWhat | hope is that because of this
| egi slation, as part of a much greater agenda of
addressing the disturbing stories and patterns of
harassnment of people in the workplace, that even
if we don't know the people, five years from now
we can | ook back and say it's getting a bit
better because now peopl e understand you can't
get away with it, and we are naking it clearer to
peopl e what the ground rules are before they
start.

M. President, I'mno | onger a young
wonman, but for years and years, both in this
Senate, in this town, and in the rest of ny life
| have heard the stories of young people who have
been harassed and abused in their workplace and
tell me that they couldn't afford to | ose the
job, they couldn't afford to cone forward. They
were convinced that they would never get a job in
that field again, in this city of Al bany again,
that they woul d be both shunned and technically
bl ackl i sted fromever being able to work in
fields that they were comrmtted to.

It's perhaps nost disturbing when

you hear those stories taking place when people
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are working for the public sector -- for
government, for elected officials. W are

el ected to be nodels and to | ead and to hope that
peopl e follow by our exanple. So when we violate
the public's trust and individuals' trust, we
have vi ol ated our entire purpose for being.

And when young peopl e who decide to
come and work in the Legislature, in the
government, go through these experiences they
don't just get harmed thensel ves, M. President,
they go hone and they tell their stories and say,
Oh, no, if you're a good person, if you're a
smart person, governnment isn't the place for you,
stay away fromthem

Nobody shoul d have to be afraid when
they go to work that they're going to face the
kind of violations not just of their bodies but
of their souls that comes with bei ng abused and
harassed and sexual ly attacked in their
wor kpl ace.

So | know this isn't enough, but
it's a huge victory. And |I'mso proud of ny
col | eagues and ny new col | eagues this year who
took on the mantle of this responsibility and

have done an extraordinary job getting us here.
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And | also want to recogni ze the nenbers of the
Sexual Harassment Wrk G oup who are with us
today and who so boldly cane forward, demanded we
do better, demanded we have hearings, denanded we
listen to their stories, and demanded that we
listen to their analysis of what nakes a piece of
| egi sl ati on good and what makes a pi ece of

| egi sl ati on make us feel good but not do
anyt hi ng.

So thank you, thank you. Thank the
| ead sponsors. |I'mvery, very proud that we're
getting this done today.

O course | vote yes, M. President.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

| would ask that we keep the side
conversations to a m ni mum

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

M. President.

Today we lift the yoke, we rip off
t he gag of people who have suffered harassnent in
t he workpl ace, and other, for too long. | stand

in support of this inportant bill. This in fact
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is one of the pieces, I would say one of the nost
| andmar k pieces of legislation we're passing this
sessi on.

| want to thank Senator Biaggi for
her incredible intellect, spirit and comm t nment.
| want to thank all the Senators who have been
steadfast in their support of this bill. And I
echo Senator Biaggi's conplinments and gratitude
to the Sexual Harassment Working G oup.

You know, | can never get that
February hearing out of ny head, to hear these
i ndividuals -- nostly wonen, but not only
women -- who suffered harassnment and suffered
harassnment at the hands of sone of the people
that were part of this chanber and in state
government at large. As hard as it was for nme to
listen to it, | can only imagine how difficult,
i ke insanely inpossible it must have been for
themto tal k about what they had to go through.

Let's make sure that no nore
New Yor kers have to go through these kinds of --
suffer through these ordeals again. | think that
when we pass this legislation in the State of
New York we can help -- we can help lead the rest

of the way in the rest of the country as well.
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M. President, | vote yes. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Liu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Boyle to explain his vote.

SENATCR BOYLE: M. President, to
explain ny vote.

|'d just like to thank Senator
Bi aggi for her incredible | eadership on this
i ssue, and ny other coll eagues for supporting
t hi s package, and thank the Sexual Harassnent
Wor ki ng Group for their courage in com ng
forward

I n honor of nmy long-time friend
El i zabeth Crothers, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Boyle to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Rivera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

| have had the pl easure of serving
in this body for nine years. |In that tine,
although I was a little worried at the begi nning
of ny tenure whether | would have wonen in ny

staff, since sonme of ny canpaign staff cane on
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board and | only had in my senior staff one
wonman, | have been incredibly blessed that, on
average, 70 to 80 percent of my staff are wonen,
M. President.

And it has been an educati onal
experience, because these bright, young, anmazing,
power ful wonen that |'ve had the pl easure of
having on ny staff and ny team have told nme about
the situations that they faced in their lives,
whether it's been in other jobs, wal king down the
street, and in just their everyday realities.

And it just rem nds nme, every tine
that they tell ne one of the terrible stories
that they have had to endure, how nuch we have
still left to do. And so this -- as was said
earlier by sonme folks on this floor, it is sone
very inportant steps that we're taking.
certainly not enough. But | amvery proud that
we are now in this body joined by nore wonen,

j oi ned by anmazing wonen |ike Al essandra Bi aggi,
who is -- who, as was stated earlier, led the
effort to bring these hearings al ong, obviously
with the great Sexual Harassnent Wbrking G oup
t hat was asking for these hearings, and she |ed

t he charge.
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But all of us are standi ng behind
her and behind our |eader -- again, the first
wonman to ever serve as the Majority Leader in
t his chanber, M. President.

| believe that we have done nuch
It is not, as Senator Liu said, not only wonen
t hat have suffered sexual harassnment. But we
need to do nuch for all people who are worKking.
They need to be safe in the place where they
work, in the place where they study, in the place
where they live. And we need to do everything
that we can in this body to nake sure that's the
case across the board and for every single
per son.

So I"mvery proud to be voting in
the affirmative, M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senator Rivera to be recorded in the affirmative,.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

And | wanted to thank the sponsors
both in the Senate and the Assenbly, Senator
Bi aggi and Assenbl yworman Si not as.

You know, the pace of change in this
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chanber has becone breat htaking over the |ast six
nmonths. And once again we're here with our

| eader, who has brought forward | egislation,
whether it's climte, supporting science, working
peopl e, housing, survivors. W have done

i ncredi bl e things.

And | want to thank Senator Biaggi
for being so persistent and courageous, al ong
with all of the survivors who testified at those
heari ngs and brought us to tears, but also
brought us to the place where we are today, where
we are turning a page in the history of Al bany,
whi ch has been rather dark for so many years, and
witing a new chapter where wonen and nen fee
secure in the workpl ace.

So thank you, Senator Biaggi. Thank
you, Leader Stewart-Cousins. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Carlucci to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.
| want to add my voice to the

gratitude to Senator Biaggi for having the
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fortitude to push this legislation forward and to
the Survivor Wirk Group for the work that you've
done to share the darkest times with the whole
world to see. And because of that, we're naking
a difference to root out sexual harassnent
wherever it exists.

So I'"'mso thankful to everyone
that's made this possible. To all the survivors
t hat have conme forward to share these stories and
do it with such courage, | thank you

And | support this |egislation.

"1l be voting aye. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

After 27 years of silence from our
state governnent on this issue, it's really
commendabl e that Senator Biaggi, Senator Sal azar,
Senat or Skoufis and the rest of us who were able
to participate really took the time and effort to
listen to peopl e who had undergone such horrific
and sonetine even tragi c experiences at the hands

of their enployers.
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| rise really as Labor chair to say
that we as a Majority really are actively | ooking
to make wor kpl aces across the state as safe and
as great as they can be. So this package of
bills, this great omibus bill that
Senat or Biaggi has put forth really does
enconpass | andmark changes that are needed at the
wor kpl ace in order for wonmen and nen and al
peopl e, including nonbinary people, to feel that
they can give their best in their work, because
ultimately that's exactly what we want. W want
people to reach their full potential and ensure
that they're safe where they actually end up
spendi ng nost of their day.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senator Ranps to be recorded in the affirmative.

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Senat or Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to begin by thanking the
Sexual Harassnment Working Group for all of the

work that they have done for years to get us to
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this point, including the work that survivors
have done, taking traumatic experiences that they
have had and using it to benefit future workers
and trying to prevent this from happening to
anyone el se.

| absolutely want to thank Senator
Bi aggi for chanmpioning this. W held two
| egi sl ative hearings on sexual harassnment in the
wor kforce in this session, and the first one in
February was the first legislative hearing on
this issue that had been held alnbst in nmy entire
lifetime.

The testinony that we heard at both
of those hearings was absol utely harrow ng,
particularly for me to hear of exanples of actual
i ncidents of sexual harassment in the workpl ace
that were deened insufficient to neet the current
standard, the severe or pervasive standard for
actionabl e harassnment under the | aw

What we heard in those hearings
demanded decisive action fromus. |t dermanded
trauma-i nforned responses to harassment. It
demanded that we begin with our own policy in the
Legislature. And that is what we are doing

today. We're respondi ng decisively by passing
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t his gol d-standard | egi sl ati on.

It's only the beginning, but I am
very proud to be voting in the affirmative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sal azar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

And thank you to all of our
col | eagues here. You've done a renarkable job
And to Senator Biaggi, let me say this is why you
were el ected, to do this kind of groundbreaking
future help for everybody.

| thank the advocates al so, but |
want to add one other name, and that is
Assenbl ywoman Aravella Sinotas, who has really
been doing this for years. And | think we have
to recogni ze and thank her as well. She has been
there for years trying to rai se our consci ousness
level. And | think this is a perfect exanple of
how t he Assenbly and the Senate can work together
for progressive |legislation, and we thank you.

And obvi ously we thank our | eader,
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Senat or Stewart-Cousins, who has al so been there
in the trenches.

At one tinme there were very few
wonen in the Senate, and today we have nmany nore.
And | think this denonstrates the need to el ect
nore wonen | egislators fromboth sides of the
ai sl e.

And, M. President, | vote aye.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thanks very much,
M. President. [I'Il be brief.

And | want to express ny gratitude
to the four sets of individuals that have gotten
us to this point. The working group, of course,
who were courageous in |eading the way from
outside this chanmber and these sets of houses in
Al bany. Senator Biaggi, who really canme in here
with a mandate to address this issue and fought
every single day to bring this package to the
floor. Assenblywoman Sinmotas -- who | had the
privilege of working with in the Assenbly and

adm ring when | served in that chanber -- joined
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Senator Biaggi in being so relentless. And the
Maj ority Leader.

These are the sets of individuals
that literally mllions of New Yorkers who, for
what ever reason, whatever justifiable reason
could not lend their voice to this fight, could
not lend their voice to this issue. These are
t he individuals that have brought us here, and
t hey thank us, whether they can | end that voice
now or not. Thank you, working group and the
ot hers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Are there any ot her Senators that
are wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, we wl|l
close with Majority Leader Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| amfirst of all just very, very
grateful for the working group, who started this
journey |l ong before we began as the Majority and
made sure that we were able to keep our prom se.

It was a prom se that | nade as the new | eader at
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t he begi nning of the year. And because of the
robust, smart and consci ous people who you
elected to serve with me in this chanber, we are
at this nonent today.

| know how hard it was. Wen
wal ked into the neeting and said what | knew, the
reaction was so difficult. It still is. | say
this on purpose, because people often think that
these things are kind of by the way and that the
wounds and scars aren't there long after what has
occurred has passed fromwhat one would think is
recent nenory, and then suddenly a word, an
incident, and it all floods back. And that's why
it was inportant that we do this thing.

And that's why it was inportant that
we have soneone |ike Senator Biaggi take the |ead
on this, along with Senator Sal azar and Senat or
Skoufis. These three were in ny office as soon
as they had their roles, they were in ny office
sayi ng, Wen are we going to do this?

And when they began the hearings and
took the testinony, it wasn't enough, because
they wanted to capture the voices that couldn't
be here in Al bany, and so they did it again.

And as a wonman nyself and a wonman
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who grew up at a tinme where you could practically
say anything and it was okay, hearing sone of
these things at this juncture was beyond anyt hi ng
t hat anybody shoul d have to experience, much | ess
carry with them

| apol ogi ze to everyone who has been
subj ected to the harassnent, the abuse, the
insensitivity, the ugliness of being marginalized
and being thought it was perfectly okay to do
what ever. But because of the great work of
Senat or Bi aggi, the working group, ny colleagues
in the Senate and all of us here, | think we can
say it's just not an enpty apology, but it is a
strong show of intolerance for anything like this
to ever, ever go forward unaddressed.

Thank you. Thank you, Senator
Bi aggi -- Senator Biaggi and | have a habit of
huggi ng after every good thing. W're usually
cel ebrating sonebody el se's good thing, but this
is going to be Senator Biaggi's hug for her good
t hi ng.

So, M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Can we now take up, off the
controversi al cal endar, Cal endar Number 1664, by
Senat or Ranos.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Ranps noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8419 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6578, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1664.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1664, Assenbly Print Number 8419, by
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Assenbl ynmenber Nol an, an act to anend the

Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ottt

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President. Through you, will the sponsor

yield to a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President. This is a significant piece of
| egi sl ation, one that has the potential to have
very, very significant and | ong and far-reaching
econoni c inpacts on agriculture and the farm ng
i ndustry.

| was wondering if the sponsor could
tell me how nmany farns are in her district.

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, |
agree that this is a very inportant piece of
| egislation that is going to inpact many, nany
lives. It's why | sponsored the bill and why, as

Labor chair, | want to effectuate change and
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ensure that the state law finally recogni zes the
farmwrkers in New York State.

Bei ng from nort hwest ern Queens
County, | can count on ny hand t he nunber of
rooftop apiaries that are in ny district, which
are many fewer than your beautiful district,
Senator Ortt. But neverthel ess, that does not
make nme foreign to farni and.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President. WII the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: | s the sponsor --
t hrough you, M. President, is the sponsor aware
of a report that cane out a short tine ago and it
outlined the state of agriculture in New York
State, particularly between the years of 2012 and
2017? 1s the sponsor aware of the percentage of
farms nationally that closed their doors or
contracted?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, | am
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aware of the report.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President. So the sponsor is aware of the
report. |Is she aware that the national average
for closures of farns was 3 percent? So
basically 3 percent of farms nationally went out
of business between 2012 and 2017.

SENATOR RAMOS: Ckay. Yes.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: So the sponsor is
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aware of that. So she nust be aware, then, that
the state rate of farmclosure was 9 percent,
which is triple the national average.

This bill deals with not only
col | ective bargai ning but wages and overtine pay.
Is it the sponsor's anticipation that farmwrkers
will make | ess noney or nore noney as a result of
this | egislation?

SENATOR RAMOS: M. President, ny
bill is not a wage bill. However, there is a
provision calling for overtime pay which we have
negotiated with all stakehol ders, including the
Farm Bureau. Which is why the bill was anmended
fromits original 40 hours of overtinme pay to 60,
i ncludi ng a wage board that will analyze and
det erm ne whet her that nunber can be scal ed back

So in that respect, it is -- that's
t he wage portion of the bill. And so by ny
calculations, it's equally inportant that our
workers are able to rest, so that therefore being
nore productive. Because we know that when
workers are treated better, they work better as
wel | .

But presumably -- it's hard to

cal cul ate whether some farmwrkers will be nmaking
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nore or | ess noney.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ORTT: So while we're on
reports, M. President, there were two ot her
reports, one fromFarm Credit East, which
estimated that this would add -- this bill, this
| egislation, admttedly the previous version of
it -- but would add about $300 million to
farmers' bottom i nes.

The Fiscal Policy Institute, on sort
of the other end of the spectrum anticipated a
9 percent increase in |labor costs, in cost for
farmers. So taking either report, regardl ess of
whether this is a wage bill or not, would it be
fair in the sponsor's opinion to say that this is
estimated by a | ot of econonists and peopl e who
study this -- that this will add costs to the

bottomline of farners?
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SENATOR RAMCS: M. President,
that's true. That is actually exactly why we
took into account, into this new version of the
bill, the one that we're actually debating today,
we took into account the peculiarities or what
makes the agricul ture industry unique.

W know that it's not like office
work, it's not a 9:00 to 5:00 job, it largely
relies on the weather and many other vari abl es.
These are all things that we took into
consi derati on.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President. The sponsor nentioned this wage
board. Wuld the sponsor be able to el aborate --
who is on this wage board? Wo nmakes it up?

SENATOR RAMOS: " m sorry, can you

repeat the question?
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SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes, | can repeat that. There is
a wage board, she referenced a board. Can she
tell me, tell the Senate, who nakes up this
boar d?

SENATCOR RAMCS: So the board would
be a panel nade up of three people, one appointed
by the Farm Bureau, one appointed by the AFL-Cl Q
representing the workers, and the other one
appoi nted by the Departnent of Labor, in
consultation with the Department of Agriculture
and Mar ket s.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Can t he sponsor
expl ain why the Departnment of Ag & Markets was
not the designated -- or does not have a
desi gnat ed spot, seeing as they are the agency

tasked with overseeing agriculture and nmarkets?
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SENATOR RAMOS: |"mso sorry, is
he -- are you able to --
SENATOR ORTT: | will project.

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President.

SENATOR RAMOS: {1 naudi bl e. }

SENATCOR ORTT: | don't know about
that. 1'mgoing to use ny N agara County voi ce,
how s that?

Can the sponsor maybe explain or
articulate why there is not a standing position
for the Departnment of Agriculture & Markets,
seeing as that is the agency tasked with
overseeing agriculture and narkets and obvi ously
farns?

SENATOR RAMOS: We were | ooking on
t he wage board to make sure that the third person
i s someone who represents our state governnent
and, again, is both Departnment of Labor-approved
and Ag & Markets-approved, so that they are able
to be hopefully as inpartial as possible. Being
that the other two parties are representative of
both the enpl oyer and the enpl oyees.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
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M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President. The reason | asked that question,
and a concern that | think | share anpbngst nany,
i ncluding farmers and nmany of ny, | agree,
inmpartiality would be key, given the other two
menbers. However, the Departnent of Labor
earlier this year came out in support of this
| egi slation. Wich is unusual for an executive
agency to take a stand on legislation before this
body or the other house.

So | question just how inpartial the
Department of Labor will end up being.

SENATOR RAMCS: Wl l, the
Department of Labor, like the Departnment of Ag &
Markets, is a part of the executive branch of our
state governnent. That's just howit is.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Can the sponsor tel
me what is -- so we've identified who is on the
board. Can she tell nme what the function or the
m ssion of this board or this group of three wll
be tasked with doi ng?

SENATOR RAMOS: The purpose of the
wage board is largely to anal yze how our econony,

how our agricul tural econony specifically is

doing in a certain year, depending on whether the

weat her was good or not, and whether the 60 hours

can be scal ed back towards parity with the rest
of the workers in New York State

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: | s there any
opportunity for this board to | ook at going
hi gher than 60?7 O wll it exclusively be tasked
with looking to see if it can go | ower than 607?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, the
wage board is specifically tasked with | ooking at
t he nunber retroactively. W are not |ooking for
workers to do nore work at |ess pay.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ORTT: So this board will
make recomendations? And if that's true, to
whom wi | | they be maki ng recomrendati ons to?

SENATOR RAMOS: So the wage board's
conclusions will be the determning factor as to
whet her those hours will be scal ed back or not.
They are not making a recomrendation, they are

maki ng a deci si on.
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SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President. That's what | was afraid of. But
|"m glad the sponsor was able to clarify that for
ne.

Can this board -- does it have to be
unaninous? Is it a sinple nmajority, two to one?
Does there need to be a quorun? What are the
criteria for the board neeting and maki ng that
deci si on?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President. And sorry for the del ay.

The wage board woul d be able to nake
t hese decisions two to one, by majority.

SENATOR ORTT: By sinple majority,

t hank you.
Through you, M. President, will the

sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ORTT: Can this board --
what woul d constitute a quorun? Do all three
menbers need to be present for themto actually
nmeet and conduct business, or is it a quorum of
| ess than the full conpl enent?

SENATOR RAMOS: M. President, only
two-thirds of the board would need to be present.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President. On that, why doesn't the bill --
if we're kicking -- the original bill -- not this
bill, but the original bill had a 40-hour week

and then it was overtine or time and a hal f,
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anyt hi ng over 40 hours.

This bill starts at 60, but then
it -- it essentially, by the sponsor's own
adm ssion, is not a wage bill because those
determi nations are punted or are left to a board,
a board of three. Wiy wouldn't we want -- if
we're going to give this board such power to make
a decision -- not to make a reconmendation, but
this is a decision-nmaking body -- why wouldn't we
want to nmake that unani nous or, at the very
m ni mum want to make all those present -- if
you're going to have inpartiality, what if you
only have the two nenbers who are on the sane
page that are there? Wy wouldn't we want to
have all three be on the sane page, unani nous

decision, or at least all three present to have a

quor unf

SENATOR RAMOS: I n negoti ations,
M. President -- and | speak based on ny persona
experience in union organizing -- it's much

easier to cone to a decision when we're not
aimng for unanimty. W are -- what we're

| ooking for is for conflict resolution of sorts.
And so if two-thirds agree, well, then that is

the majority. And they are the decision-naking
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body.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President. Can the sponsor -- are there any
states that surround New York -- you know,

whet her it's Vernont, Massachusetts, Connecti cut,
New Jer sey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, any states that
sort of surround us or border us that have a
simlar law or simlar provisions regarding their
agriculture industry?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, to
our know edge, New Jersey grants their
farmwrkers the right to collectively bargain.
It's presently unclear to us whether they have a
simlar nechani sm

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President. | guess just for fun, to sone
extent, is the sponsor -- can she tell me or is
she aware of how many hours have been put in by
the staff here, let's say this week?

SENATOR RAMCS: Thi s week.
M. President, | cannot imagine. | mean, just
cal culating the hours that we've put in as
menbers -- our staff usually works at |east tw ce
as hard, if anybody's staff is as great as m ne.
We work around the clock, especially when we're
up here in Al bany and when we're back in our
district. W all know how hard the work of the
people is. But we do it because we |ove public
servi ce.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, does the sponsor -- I'msure --
does she pay her staff or does any of the staff
here, to her know edge, get paid overtine?

SENATOR RAMOS: M. President, ny
staff, which is the only staff that | can really
speak for, does not make overtinme pay. But
everybody is paid a |living wage.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ott on the bill.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President. | would Iike to thank the sponsor
for her answers, her forthrightness.

It's no secret that | feel this is a
harnful piece of legislation. Wen | toured
farms across not just ny district but across,
"1l say, Western New York into the Finger
Lakes -- | represent 1,188 farns in ny district.
And no matter where | was in the state, when |

talked to farnmers, | heard the sanme thing over
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and over again.

It sort of rem nded me of when | was
on the Qpioid and Heroin Task Force. No matter
where | was in the state, no matter who | was
talking to, it was |i ke the sane hearing over and
over again, because the issues were the sane if
you were on Long Island and you were a parent who
had I ost a child or you were in the North Country
and you were a parent who had lost a child. O
you were an addict in Wstern New York

Well, if you're a farmer on
Long Island or a farner in the Finger Lakes or a
farmer in Western New York or even a farmer in
Queens, | suppose, the issues regarding farm ng
are the sane. The chall enges regardi ng
farm ng are the sane.

| tal ked about, earlier, 9 percent
of New York farms between 2012 and 2017 went out
of business before this bill, which absolutely
will increase costs on farners. Many of these
farms are operating at a net negative or at
break- even today, in sonme cases -- in nmany cases
t hrough no fault of their own, particularly in
the dairy sector.

Unl i ke ot her businesses, when you
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pass costs on to farns, they cannot pass those

t hrough to consuners because they don't set their
prices. They are price takers. So when we

rai sed m ni num wage at fast food restaurants, as
much as | didn't support that, |I'mnot going to
drive to Ohio to get ny hanburger. |'mjust
going to pay that extra whatever it is at the
drive-in. But for Wgmans or the stores here in
New York that buy fromour farnms, if the price of
mlk is this, that's what they're paying for the
price of mlk. They' re not going to pay nore.

In fact, in sonme cases the farmers can't even
charge nore, and if they do, they're just going
to buy froma farmin California or a farmin
Mexi co, where the food standards are lower. O
in other countries.

In other countries, the safety
standards regardi ng our food are not as good as
they are in New York. | think we would al
acknowl edge that. So if you're inporting nore
food fromother places with | ower safety
standards, that's bad for our consumers, that's
bad for our residents.

It's al so bad for our farmers.

Because every farmer | talked to, the enpl oyees
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they had, they were |like an extended part of
their famly. These were not fol ks that they

| ooked at as perform ng sonme kind of indentured
servitude. These were people who cone here
nostly on visas, undocunented federal prograns,
or they cane here fromother countries to find a
better |ife, because they could never get this
opportunity where they cane fromto nake the kind
of noney that they can nake here, sonetines in
six nonths, five nonths. Because as we all know,
our grow ng season in New York is not great
conpared to other states.

And so many of the farmers that
spoke to said, you know, ny enpl oyees, they |ove
bei ng here. They |ove com ng here and getting as
many hours as they can. They are signing up for
that. And like any business -- and farns are
busi nesses. Right? They want to feed peopl e,
but it's probably nice if they can nake a profit
or break even so they can continue to feed
peopl e.

And many of the farnms in ny district
are snmall fam|y-owned farnms that have been in
these famlies for generations, and they are

going to cap hours. Now, they're going to cap it
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at 60 because that's the threshold today.

But there are people in this room --
and the sponsor is probably not one, because
she's a new nmenber. But there are other nenbers
in this room senior nenbers, even nore senior
than me -- |1've only been here for five years,
whi ch seens like an eternity sonetines. But in
those five years |'ve seen and been a part of the
creation of boards. Boards, whatever you want to
call them Sone kind of board that's conprised
of people, unelected, that we assign to do
sonmething that we don't want to do. And we kick
the ball to them

| suspect the sponsor -- and | don't

know this, but | suspect she would have been fine

with her original bill. | suspect this wage
board will |ower the threshold at sone point,
because that's why it's created. It is actually

stated in the legislation. They can't go up,
t hey can only go down.

So ny experience is -- especially in
government -- when you create sonething, it does
what it's supposed to do. And this board is
clearly intended to try to get those 60 hours

down to 50 or 45 or even 40.
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And our farns are not conpeting
against farnms in -- it's not between N agara
County and Finger Lakes or Finger Lakes and
Long Island. They're conpeting agai nst farns
gl obally, folks, globally. You can't do things
in a vacuum W continue to put regulations on
busi ness in a vacuum W think we can do it in
New York State and we'll lead the way. Mbst
states do not have these kinds of -- this kind of
framework, if they require time and a half or
overtine at all.

What this is going to do is exactly
what we've done with other sectors. |It's going
to turn our nunber-one econom c driver in
New York State -- nunber one. W give nore noney
to the filmindustry than we do our farns, but
this is the nunber-one economc driver. But not
for long, because it's going to nake them| ess
conpetitive.

And if they're | ess conpetitive and
they' re capping hours, it's actually, believe it
or not, bad for farmwrkers. Because the
farmwrkers will go el sewhere. They'll go to
ot her states where they can get nore hours, where

t hey can get nore take-hone pay. Because it's
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al | about take-home pay. Which in many cases the
farmwrkers that | spoke to sent that noney back

to their famlies. And they lived on that noney

when they weren't here working the farnms, if they
were especially on a seasonal farm

Dairy would be a different story,
because those are 24/7 all year |ong.

But the fact of the matter is when
our farns are struggling -- and they are al ready
struggling. M nimm wage continues to kick in.
This bill will be a pile-on to m ni mumwage. The
dairy sector in New York State, if you have any
dairy farnms -- and there are people on both sides
of the aisle that have dairy farns in their
district. There are people on both sides of the
ai sle that have many farnms in their district.
This is bad for your constituents. It's bad for
your | ocal econony.

This, in nmy view-- | renenber when
the Majority took office and they said, W are
here to represent the whole state. This bill, |
am sorry today, folks, says very differently.
There are people that | represent that when they
see a bill like this being pushed by |I'"msure a

wel | intentioned | egislator who represents four
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farms, according to the USDA -- four -- on an
upstate econom c driver, they are going to see
this as an attack from New York City on the rest
of the state, and particularly upstate. That is
howit will be viewed. And that's, quite
frankly, how !l viewit. This is harnful

| know that there are people here
who believe this is about fairness, about
justice. Those are powerful words. They're also
very big words and very inpossible to sort of
tal k about what that really neans, because -- |
remenber when | was a nmayor we woul d tal k about
public safety. You can't put a price on public
safety, right? W all know that. But you know
what we do every day here in this chanber? W
put a price on public safety. Because we have to
deci de what the people of New York can afford to
pay for public safety.

And we have to deci de what our
farmers can afford to pay. And we are putting
burdens on themthat are going to drive nany of
t hem out of business. That is a reality. And
t hat breaks ny heart, because ny district, in
many of nmy communities, that is all they have

when you tal k about econom c devel opnent. They
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don't have big novie studios and anyone el se
comng in to shoot filnms. They grow crops. They
mlk cows. But they'll be doing | ess of that,
they' Il be doing less of that. And the workers
who work there, there will be I ess of them

We're going to have nore farns cl ose.

This is a sad day for upstate
New York. |It's a sad day for agriculture in
New York. And it's hardly justice to nme if the
peopl e you're purporting to help are getting | ess
t ake- home noney and there's | ess of them working
inthis state. That isn't justice under any
nmeasure. It may be well-intentioned, but the
practical realities are far different.

So, M. President, for those reasons
| encourage ny coll eagues to vote no. And if you
are voting yes, you'd better think really hard,
you'd better think really hard about that yes
vote, how you're going to explain that to your
farmers and, quite frankly, your farmwrkers and
maybe the supervi sors and people who pay taxes in
some of these rural agriculture communities.

And if you don't represent those
comunities, maybe you don't care. |1'd like to

think that everyone in this room does care.
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don't represent the MIA, but | care if those

people are riding safely and get to work on time.

Everyone in this room should care about where we
get our food from W' re going to be inporting
nore food, it's going to be less -- |ower safety
standards. So it's bad for consuners, bad for
farmers, and | don't think it's good for

farmwrkers. But yet we're going to pass it

anyways.
So M. President, | vote in the
negati ve.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ant onacci .

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for sone
guestions?

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Thr ough you,
M. President. Could the sponsor tell me, would
t he conm ssioner of agriculture be prohibited
fromputting hinself or an i nmedi ate desi gnee on
t he wage board?

SENATOR RAMCS: Conmi ssi oner Bal
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or the comm ssioner of Agriculture & Markets
woul d be prohibited fromjoining the board, but
he has a say in who the third person on the board
woul d be.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Does t hat
person have to be soneone that doesn't work for
t he Departnent of Agriculture?

SENATOR RAMOS: " m sorry, can you
repeat that?

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Absol utely.
Wul d t hat person have to be sonmeone that is not
wor ki ng for the Departnent of Agriculture?

SENATOR RAMOS: There's nothing in
the bill, M. President, that says the person
cannot be fromthe Departnent of Agriculture and
Mar ket s.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the

sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : My col | eague
Senator Ortt tal ked about perhaps the decision of
t he board goi ng one way versus another. | guess
my question centers on you nay not be happy as
t he sponsor, this side of the aisle nmay not be
happy in the way we see this bill, but what is
t he nmechani sm for appealing the wage order or --
of the board? |Is there an appeal process?

SENATOR RAMCS: There is not an
appeal process laid out in the bill,

M. President.

But the bill does nandate the wage
board to hold at |east three public hearings in
order to help arrive at their decision.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Senator, |'m
concer ned about conpetition and many ot her
regul atory schemes that surround New York State.
For instance, in Pennsylvania the mlk industry,
dairy industry has mninumpricing. |'msure
you're famliar with federal order pricing
regarding mlk. So |I'm concerned about
conpetition.

WI!Il the wage board be able to | ook
at factors like states conpeting with our
agriculture industry in setting the wage that
they're going to be setting and the anount of
hour s?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Al ong those
lines of using that information, | know that

there's an arbitration clause under this bill.
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WIIl the arbiter also be using those sane factors
in setting whatever decision the arbiter m ght be
able to set?

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utely,

M. President. Everyone involved is able to
utilize any of these econom c indicators to cone
to their determnation

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Ckay, thank
you. WIIl the sponsor keep in m nd?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Wth regard to
the 60 hours per week and then the mandatory day
off, is that at the option of the enployee, the
day of f?

SENATOR RAMOS: Every enpl oyee is
mandated a day off. A worker can decide to work
on their day off voluntarily.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ANTONACCI : So if Farnmer A
has enpl oyed Worker B and gets to the six days of
wor k and then Worker B decides to go down the
street to another farner, does that second farnmer
have an obligation to verify whether or not that
enpl oyee has had a day off?

SENATOR RAMCS: No, M. President.
Because by definition in that hypothetical
situation, the worker has decided to work on
their day off fromthe first farmer voluntarily.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Okay. So if
the worker goes to a conpletely different farm
that worker at his or her option can work. But
if that worker chooses to stay at the current

enpl oy, the farmer in question would be
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prohi bited from payi ng anything but tine and a
half, is that correct?

SENATOR RAMCS: This is correct,
M. President. The goal of the bill is to
enpower the worker.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Was any
anal ysis done by the sponsor or the sponsor's
teamin relation to conpeting agricultura
products and inport and export of products from
ot her states?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR ANTONACCI : Coul d you tel
me how that report or that information changed
this bill, didn't change this bill, or was
factored into the current bill?

SENATCOR RAMCS: As noted earlier,
the first version of this bill spoke to overtine
pay after 40 hours in one week. And given our
anal ysis and nmy personal experience traveling
across this state to nore than a dozen farnms with
both the advocates and the Farm Bureau,
utilized all of that information to determ ne
that we needed to nove the goal post from 40 hours
to 60 and provide for this mechanismto work our
way back, when and if applicable.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Thank you for
t hat answer, Senator Ranps.

But the wage board can nove that

goal line, is that a fair statenment?
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SENATOR RAMOS: The wage board,
M. President, is able to work retroactively.
The whole point is for themto | ook at econom c
i ndi cators and determnm ne whether the overtinme pay
t hreshold can be noved from 60 hours closer to
40, for parity with every other worker in this
st at e.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Ckay. WII the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Are there any
enpl oyees that are not part of the one day off --
| have to admt I'mlittle confused on whether or
not dairy workers or those caring for live
animal s are nandated to have one day off.

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President,
every single worker deserves a day off.

SENATCR ANTONACCI : M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : No, |

appreci ate the sponsor's passion, but does the

bill require a day off for every industry that is

involved in agriculture?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Thank you.
Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
M. President. | rise --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
LavVall e, are you on the bill or asking the
sponsor to yield?

SENATOR LaVALLE: No. | want to
speak on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senator LaValle on the bill.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you.

| rise in great pain. 1've thought
about this very day, |ost sleep because | don't

think the sponsor realizes that this bill has
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enornmous potential for changing the face of
agriculture in our state.

Let's ook at the typical farm

personality. In many cases -- and it gets |ess
and | ess -- an individual or individuals
inherited the farmfromtheir parents. 1In

Suffol k County we have a protection, agriculture
protection statute both at a state level and a

| ocal level to preserve what we have. And many
of the parcels are not being transferred to
younger fam |y nenbers.

| neet with young people, the Young
Farmers Associ ation down on Long Island, and sone
of themare very, very excited about following in
their parents' footsteps. The face of
agriculture is changing in Suffolk County. It
was nostly vegetable farm ng when | started;

t here are now vi neyards, we grow hops. There
used to be the cabbage auction. No nore. And
t hi ngs have changed.

This legislation will have a great
potential for people leaving and selling their
devel opnent rights to someone who will grow
houses rat her than produce. There's still --

it's a funny, funny thing. During the punpkin
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season, people fromyour district, Senator

Rozic --

SENATOR RAMOS: Ranos.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Ranmpbs, |'m sorry.
Ranbs. -- cone out to the First Senate District

to buy punpkins, as you're gesturing that you do.

So everyone kind of shrugs their
shoul ders and says, Wio woul d have known punpki ns
woul d have been so popul ar.

| would say in ny case now we add a
new di mensi on, because people m ght be selling
their farms, they can't farmand we're going to
be, as | said, growi ng houses. W need to
consi der the personality of the farmer who works
really hard -- | nmean, really, these people work
hard. They get up early in the norning and
they're out there, you know, working till late at
ni ght .

What are we going to do? W're
going to -- whatever little they make, we're
going to take that away? And | tal k about the
farm-- farmer personality, because that's the
way they think. And | amvery disappointed in
the state association, the Farm Bureau, because

this is a bad day on their watch to have this
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bill come before us.

This is not a new bill. This bill
has been out there for a nunber of years.
woul d hope that ny coll eagues from Long I sl and
will vote against this bill because it wll
change people's lives on the East End, it wll
change -- it will be hurtful to people. Hurtful.
Hurtful. And | don't think that's why we cone to
our jobs. W want to hel p people, not hurt them
This bill will hurt people.

| would hope -- it doesn't happen
very often that a bill fails, because we think we
al ways have our ducks in line. But we are
hurti ng peopl e, changing people's lives. So |
woul d hope ny col | eagues think about their vote
and vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On the
bill?

SENATOR SAVI NO. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On the
bill.
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SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President. First | want to talk a bit
about -- | heard the words "fairness" and
"justice." And that's what we're here trying to
figure out. But we're al so addressi ng sonet hi ng
else. It's called history. 1In this historic
chanber, where so nmuch history has happened,
starting with a man who | reference all the
time -- he's an idol of mne, I think one of the
nost inmportant figures to working men and wonen,
a former menber of this body, Franklin Del ano
Roosevelt. Who went on to becone the president
of the United States and a little nore than
84 years ago signed into | aw a pi ece of
| egi sl ation in Washi ngt on known as the Nati onal
Labor Rel ations Act, recognizing that workers had
acivil right, a constitutional right to
organi ze, to band together so that they could
i mprove their working conditions, they could
uni oni ze, they could have a voice in the
wor kpl ace, they could have dignity.

But in an effort to get that bil
passed, he had to do a little log rolling.
That's what happens in politics, right? He had

to find a way to get the support of southern
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Di xi ecrats, Denocrats, who couldn't fathomthe

i deal that you could grant the rights of workers,
the constitutional right to organize -- or even
the right to be declared an enpl oyee under | abor
law, and all the rights that are inherent in that
title to farmwrkers or donestic workers. They
couldn't inmagine that you could grant those
rights to those people. Because after all, who
were they? They were |argely black wonmen and

bl ack men and | ater on becane minorities of all
wal ks of life. They just couldn't imagine it.

And that was the conprom se that was
made i n Washington, and that was a conprom se
t hat was adopted here when the state Enployee
Rel ati ons Act was adopted and we deliberately
om tted donmestic workers and farmworkers fromthe
definition of enployee.

W' ve done a | ot of wonderful things
for working nen and wonen in this state. W were
the first to pass child labor |aws. W were
first to recognize a wonan's right to vote.

W were the first state to correct
that injustice against domestic workers when 10
years ago, in this chanber, in this historic body

wi th some of you, we passed the first Donestic
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Wrkers Bill of Rights in the nation, recognizing
t hat domestic workers should be treated as
enpl oyees and shoul d be granted rights, including
a day of rest, and asking the Departnent of Labor
to study whet her or not they should have
col l ective bargaining rights. Recognizing their
humani ty as workers, because they take care of
people in our lives.

But we have yet to have done
anyt hing on farmwrkers. Wen we get elected, we
had all come here with our own experiences. |
grew up in New York City. So what do | know
about farnms? Nothing. |1've chaired the Labor
Comm ttee. | know a | ot about workers. | know a
| ot about l|abor rights. Wen | was chair of the
Labor Committee, |, |ike Senator Ranps and
ot hers, decided nmaybe | should | earn sonething
about the farmng industry. And so | went and |
visited farns. | visited dairy farns, | visited
agricultural farns, and | |earned how hard this
industry is. And | watched farners -- you're
right, Senator Ortt. | watched them they get up
at 4 o'clock in the norning, and sonme of their
kids do too. And after they work the farm then

they go to school and they come hone and they
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work the farmagain. |[|'ve seen it firsthand.

| went to dairy farns -- and by the
way, in case you've never visited a dairy farm
dairy cows have very long tongues. And if you
turn your back on them they will lick you. And
you have not lived until you' ve been |icked by a
dairy cow. It's an experience.

The farm ng industry, the
agricultural business is the bedrock of our
state, and it is suffering. But that doesn't
mean we should ignore the plight of the workforce
si nply because we have ignored the plight of the
i ndustry.

You're right, we spend nore on the
filmtax credit than anything we give to the
agricultural industry. W can fix that. W can
fix that. W can do that through the budget
process. That doesn't nean that we should ignore
the plight of the workforce.

| listened to the farnmers when they
came to the hearings that we had. They care
about their workers. They are their famly.
They want to do nore for them They're
struggling. W can help themdo that. But that

doesn't nmean we should ignore the plight of the
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wor kers. They should be entitled to be treated
i ke every other worker, with the constitutional
right to organi ze, whether they choose to
exercise it or not.

It has been said that success has
many parents and failure is an orphan. So if
there is success here today, we deserve to
recogni ze many of the parents of the farm
| aborers fair | abor practices, because it has a
| ot of parents. O course there's today's
parent, the nother of this bill, and that is
Senat or Jessica Ranbs. Senator Jen Metzger
participated in this as the chair of the
Agricultural Conmittee. Senator Rachel My, who
represents upstate New York. Senator Monica
Martinez, who represents Suffol k County.

But there are a | ot of other
| egi sl ators who have carried this bill in the
past, and I'mgoing to nane a few of them You
m ght be surprised by sonme of the people who have
carried the Farmmorkers Bill of Rights. No |ess
t han Senator John Fl anagan, in the past. dga
Mendez -- it was the last bill that she carried
before she left office. Carl Marcellino. Nei

Breslin. Joe Robach

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6893

George Onorato. It broke his heart
that we couldn't pass the bill. In fact, it
failed on the bill floor three times in one night
10 years ago when we were in the majority. He
had a staff nmenber, Alyssa Tal anker. She cried
as if it was her own personal failing.

Even Pedro Espada --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SAVI NO -- scandal -scarred

as he was, was determned to do right by
f ar mwor kers.

| nyself carried the bill. In fact,
four years ago -- I'msorry, five years ago we
were on the verge of passing a piece of
| egi slation that was a conpronise bill. Looked
very simlar to the bill we're working on today,
and it fell apart at the last m nute.

Former Senator Marisol Al cantara.
Her staff menber Josh Jones, who right nowis
dealing with cancer, he visited farns all over
t he state.

When Senator Shell ey Mayer was
maj ority counsel, she helped try to nove this
bill through. So nmany people have tried to nove

this bill through, to get justice for
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f ar mvor kers.

From the | abor novenent, fornmer
presi dent of the AFL-CI O Denis Hughes. Mario
Clento, the current president of the AFL-Cl O
M ke Neidl, who has worked so hard to help draft
this bill. R chie Wnston, | see himup there in
the chanber. Richard Wtt and the Farm Labor
Religion Coalition. The Hudson Vall ey Labor
Federation. The Catholic Conference and Cardinal
Dol an -- and every cardinal before him The
Kennedy famly, who could forget them Kerry
Kennedy woul d conme here every week and | obby on
behal f of this bill. In fact, her nother, Ethel
Kennedy, called every nenber of the Senate a few
years ago to try and get us to pass a piece of
| egislation. And Kerry's daughters M chael a,
Mari ah, and Cara Cuono.

The New York Civil Liberties Union
Where would we be right now had it not been for
Donna Li eberman bringing that |awsuit that
brought us to where we are today?

And of course there's an individual
who every day thinks about the plight of
farmwrkers and every day figures out how he's

going to wite about it: M chael Aronson, the
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Daily News editorial board. He has been
relentless on this issue.

This bill has come before us many
ti mes before, and we' ve never been able to pass
it. It's failed on the floor a few tinmes. |
think we're going to get it done this tinme. But
you're right, we need to do nore for farnmers. W
cannot just sinply pass this cost upon them and
t hese new obligations. W should give themthe
same care and attention that we provide to the
filmindustry. They deserve it. They are
conpeting agai nst states that make it very
difficult for them W recognize that.

And finally I want to say that we
woul d not be here tonight also had it not been
for a person who every year has been fighting for
this. She has never, ever, ever given up. And
that is Assenbl ywoman Cat hy Nol an. Never gave up
on the farmworkers.

And so today again, in this chanber
we will make history. And history is sonetines
messy. But it's always necessary when you're
tal ki ng about fairness and justice and equality.

| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Akshar .

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,
M. President.

l"mon the bill. | appreciate your
i ndul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Akshar on the bill.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: | think if there
were ever a political bill, thisisit. 1 really
do. You know, | was disappointed in the car wash
bill. | was disappointed in the G een Light
bill.

But, you know, M. President, | rise
to apologize. | do. | riseto say |I'msorry to

every farmer and every farmworker throughout this
great state. You know why | say |'msorry?
Because neither the farner nor the farmwrker
wants this bill. This is terrible public policy.
This is a travesty.

And we tal k about history. |I'm
afraid that this is the death knell for farners
across this great state. 1In the last five years,
20 percent of our dairy industry has gone down
t he tubes. Suicide anongst farmers, up

30 percent. Farm Net now offering nmental health
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first aid training. They say we're in the m dst
of the worst farm depression and recession since
the 1980s. And | am convinced that this
particular bill is being driven by politicians
| ooking to score political points, or |looking to
put a feather in their political cap, with
absolutely no regard for people like |I know back
at hone. Like Scott and Laura d ezen, who have
over a mllion dollars in payroll annually. Like
Judy Wi ttaker and Scott Wittaker, a half a
mllion dollars in payroll annually. These
peopl e care deeply, deeply about the people who
work for them |ike their own famly, like their
own famly. They bust their ass. They work 18
hours a day, subzero conditions, hot conditions.
They care a great deal about their enpl oyees.

And | think we haven't given people
i ke Scott and Laura and Judy and Scott | ust
enough regard about how this is going to affect
t hem

The wage board. Let ne be clear
about the wage board. It's a fraud and it's a
farce, just like the fast food industry wage
board that we had. The fix was in |ong before

they ever cane up with their nunmber. And ny fear
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is that the fix is in again.

"1l close on this. | think the
Farm Bureau at | arge has done a gross disservice
to the people that they' re supposed to represent.
They were incredibly late to the dance on this.
Today is the 19th of June, and now is the nmeno of
opposition. They ran around here and had rallies
and, you know, everything was great. And now,
you know, shortly before this bill cones out, the
meno of opposition comes out. Fromny estimte,
| would say that they failed to properly
represent the hardworking men and wonen in the
agriculture industry.

And Senat or Savino, you're right, we
have to do nore for agriculture. W do. You
know what? As elected officials we can't
pontificate about how great agriculture is and
how i nportant it is to the people of this great
state and then really turn our back on them W
give thema pittance in terns of the state's
budget. W need to do nuch better.

You know, the chai rwoman of the

Agriculture Cormittee has a bill to reduce
sui ci de anongst farners. | think it's a great
bill. But then we advance a piece of policy like
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this that I"'mafraid is going to affect that
30 percent of people that | talk about.

M. President, I'll vote no when
it's tinme. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranzenhof er.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,
M. President. |If the sponsor would rise for a
coupl e of questions.

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you

very much

So one of the first comments that
t he sponsor nmade when discussing the bill with
Senator Ortt is that this bill was negoti ated

with the assistance of the Farm Bureau. But the

Farm Bureau has cone out in opposition to your

bill. So howwas it that this was negoti ated

with the Farm Bureau if they're not in favor of

the legislation that you' re advanci ng today?
SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utel y.

M. President, we tried our best to include al

t he stakehol ders that are involved in this bill,
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di fferent worker organi zations and different
farmer organi zations -- the vegetable growers
al so were at the table with us, and including
some of ny fellow | egislators.

The idea was to conme to a conproni se
on what the bill should |ook Iike. And we nade
determ nati ons and agreed on sonme and di sagreed
on others. And ultimately | feel that they have
outlined in their meno of opposition the
provi sions that they feel strongly against.

But at the end of the day, this is a
bill for workers, and | feel confident that we're
doi ng what's best for them

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So obvi ously
ot her states have had bills such as this -- |et
me just nmention California -- and many of those
states have inplenmented those bills over a nunber

of years. There's been a slow rollout of the
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bills.

Wiy did the sponsor feel that it was
necessary to have a very, very short tinme frane
for the inplenmentation of this bill when other
states which have adopted legislation |ike this
have taken a nore prudent approach and rolled it
out over a numnber of years?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, tinme
is relative and subjective. It is not my belief
that we have given farnmers too short of a period
of tinme to adapt. They have been aware of this
bill, of this proposal for two decades now. And
| believe that that's why we were able to include
everybody in conversations. And |I'msure that as
prepared as farnmers are, given all of the
variables in their work, that they've begun to
start thinking about what accomodati ons they
need to nmake for the Farmworker Labor Practices
Act to becone a reality.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So if it's
t he sponsor's contention that farmers have been
aware of this for two decades, when was the
| anguage dealing with the wage board inserted?

SENATOR RAMOS: The | anguage with
t he wage board is part of the | atest version of
the bill, which was submtted -- | guess Sunday?
On Sunday.

And again, this part of the bill was
sonmet hing that we had tal ked over and tal ked
through with representatives of the farners
t hensel ves.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So it sounds
to me, and correct ne if I'"'mwong, that it's the
sponsor's contention that while farmers have had
two decades to germ nate and think about this

bill, that the 72 hours since the | anguage was
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inserted, that was sufficient tine for themto

t hi nk about and see how they were going to adjust
to this. So on the one hand, it would be
appropriate to have two decades to work on this

i ssue, and on the other hand it's 72 hours, you
feel that's sufficient.

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, for
those 20 years that we're tal ki ng about, the bil
stated 40 hours. And nowit's 60 hours. So it's
presunmably nmuch easier to nmake any accommobdati ons
that are necessary in order to abide by the new
| aw.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So it's the
purpose of this bill, as was stated by you and by
Senat or Savino, that this is a bill to help
farmwrkers. And you were graci ous enough to
visit nmy district, and | actually have a | ot of

farmwrkers that live in ny district. As opposed
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to you and sonme of the other nmenbers, | have

t housands of farmwrkers that live in nmy district
who | interact with, they're part of the
comunities that | represent. And you had the
opportunity to nmeet with naybe 200, 300, 350 of

t hem

And what they've told to nme, and |
believe they told you, is that they were not
| ooking for alimt on their ability to earn
income. They -- there are sone that are here al
year round, and there are sone that are here for
a short period of time. And | know because | was
there, but they told you what they told nme, and
that is that they want to nake and they want to
earn as nmuch noney as they can. Wuld that be a
fair statenent?

SENATOR RAMOS: M. President, yes,
that is true. |In fact, of the 200 farmworkers
that | met in Senator Ranzenhofer's district,
nost were H 2A visa workers, neaning that they
are mgrant workers com ng from ot her
countries -- in that case, primarily Mexico and
Guat enal a.

H 2A visa workers barely make up

10 percent of the overall farm workforce and
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therefore are not necessarily very representative
of the general |abor market.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: In ny
district we have nore than H 2A workers who were
there at the rally -- or not the rally, but at
the forum whatever you want to call it. And
woul dn't it be fair to say that all the workers
want ed the opportunity at their choice to be able
to earn as nmuch noney as they can?

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utely,

M. President.

Unfortunately, NAFTA and -- |ike
free-trade agreenents do, weak havoc in other
countries and ultimately result in either
immgration or forced to participate in mgrant
wor ker prograns.

And that's exactly what has happened

here. Many of these farmwrkers who conme to
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New York with H 2A visas have know edge about the
agricultural industry because they used to be
farmers in their own country. But unfortunately,
all of the product dunping and everything that
has happened has forced theminto this econonic
reality.

So of course they want to conme to
our country and work as many hours as possi bl e.
That doesn't nean that it's healthy.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So is it your
position, then, that we in governnent know
better, that we should tell a farmworker who is
an adult and can make their own decision that we
know best, it's not healthy for you to work nore
than 60 hours a week over what they want to do?
| s that the sponsor's position?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, |

believe that the governnent's role is to ensure
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that no hunan being is exploited in any way. CQur
job is to think about the general welfare and the
publ i ¢ good.

So as Labor chair and as a State
Senat or, thinking about state issues as it
pertains to | abor specifically, yes, | believe
that it is our role to think about how we can
i mprove heal th outcones, how we can inprove
enpl oyment conditions for every worker in New
York State.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And under
your bill, nevertheless, with this concern a
farmwrker can still work a hundred hours a week.
There's not hing which prevents -- you know,
stated -- with you stating those objections, the
bill actually doesn't say that you can't work a
hundred hours a week. |Is that a fair statenment?

SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct.
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In New York State there is no |abor |aw that
really limts the amount of hours that a worker
can put into a job. Wat it does is regulate at
what point overtine pay would have to kick in.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And | think
if it's -- correct me if I"'mwong, but the
sponsor | earned that when you insert an
artificial barrier, whether it be 40, 50, 60, 70,
that that is the maxi num nunber of hours that
that enployee will be allowed to work at that
farm Wuld that be a fair statenent?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, that
is not necessarily true. | did neet farners in
my travels who suggested that at 60 hours, and
dependi ng on the sector, too, because not al
sectors actually relate to those 60 hours,
necessarily. But there are farners that are

willing and able to pay overtinme pay after
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60 hours.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So | et me ask
you a question. Under the Labor Law, there are
certain exenptions for different workers, and one
of themis farmlaborers. |Is that correct?

SENATOR RAMCS: That's correct.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Okay. If the
sponsor will yield. And another exenpt class is
taxi --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Anot her
exenpt class is taxicab drivers, is that correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: Not to our
knowl edge, M. President.
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SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So under
New York's m ni num wage and overtinme | aws, which
by New York Labor Law Article 19, Section 650,
there are designated classes of enpl oyees that
are not included that are granted overtine
exceptions.

And the first one that's listed here
is people that are enployed as babysitters. Then
farm |l aborers are included. Then bona fide
adm ni strative or professional enployees are
i ncluded. Then outside sal espersons are
included. Then taxicab drivers are included.
And actually, the last class that's listed is
federal, state or rmunicipal governnment workers.

So why did the sponsor not seek to
protect people that live in your district and
ot her people in the five boroughs of Mnhatt an,

taxicab drivers? | don't have a |l ot of taxicab
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drivers in my district. But why is it that the
sponsor was not concerned with people that live
in her district but people that live in other
people's districts?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, | am
concerned with every worker in New York State,
particularly as |abor chair, but also as a
New Yor ker .

And | ook, we've been noving through
the different industries who have beared the
brunt of exploitative practices. W passed a car
washers bill earlier. Some years ago, the
domestic workers were able to chanpion their own
bill of rights. This is high tinme that
farmwrkers receive their justice too.

And in the future, believe you ne,
we will be tal ki ng about the other industries as
well. It's inportant that we bring |abor
practices out of the last century and into this
one.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR RAMOS: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So under your
bill, if a-- no matter how many hours a person
that works on a farm has worked, if they work on
a Sunday, which would be designated as their day
off, even if they' ve only worked 20 hours in the
week, they would have to be paid tine and a hal f
on the Sunday that's their day off?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, that's

correct.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And even
t hough you -- if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Not on the
bill, but just as a preface, that -- again, |'ve
been representing ny district for 11 years and
have tal ked to many farnmers and many farmworkers
over a long period of time. And the -- so | just

want to nmake sure, because you had nentioned that
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you did neet sone farmers that would be willing
to pay overtine.

| know that Senator Ortt nentioned
he had -- | think it was 1100 farns. |'ve got
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of farnms in ny
district, and I just have to share with you that
the people that are able to do that -- not
whet her they want to do it, that they're able to
do it -- are very, very snall

But the point that I want to make is
that so if we assune -- and | think it's a fair
assunption that at least in ny district and many
of ny coll eagues' districts, that they' re not
going to pay overtine because they can't afford
it and will go out of business.

Aren't what you really are doing now
is you're cramm ng that 60 hours a week --
i nstead of being spread over seven days, which
m ght make it easier for the farmmorker to
manage, you're now cranmng it into six days,
where they'll be working six 10-hour days, as
opposed to being able to spread it over seven
days? Wuld that be a fair statenment?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And can you
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tell me why --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: I f the
sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you.
Thank you.

So one of the things | think that
you | earned on your at least visit to ny
district, and |I presune sonme of the other visits
and foruns that you had, is that many of these
farms are famly farnms. And a famly farm at
| east in today's day and age where there are
fewer farmers, are really extended famlies. So
they're parents, they're children, spouses. But
it also extends to brothers and sisters and
ni eces and nephews. | nean, that's the typical
makeup of farnms in ny district.

So why is it that you limted your

definition of famly farnms to only the i mediate
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famly of parents, spouses and children, which
doesn't really reflect reality in the way that
nost farnms are actually operated in the State of
New Yor k?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President,
we support expansive interpretation of that
provision. And the Departnent of Labor can weigh
in and determ ne how that is applied.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will --

SENATOR RAMOS: That being said, if
| may, there are famly farnms and then there are
famly farns.

It's true that nmost farns in
New York are not large farns. That being said,
the farms that | visited in Senator Ranzenhofer's
district are some of the biggest farns that |
visited. Even though it's fam|ly-owned, they
very much have huge acreage and hundreds and
hundr eds of enpl oyees.

So "famly farnms" is a relative
term

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And at the
same tinme, nost of the farnms are actually much
smal | er operations.

So | know that you said that this
can be dealt with at a |ater date, but you've
introduced a bill, we have a bill in front of us.
And knowi ng that a vast najority of these farns
are really extended-famly farns -- or extended
famlies that are operating these farns, why did
you decide to limt -- in the vote that we are
taki ng today on your bill, why did you decide to
l[imt it to just the imediate fam |y when in
reality, | think throughout nost of the state,
nost of these farns are extended-famly farnms?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, that
provi sion comes froma conpronise in us working
with the other parts of government in delivering
a bill that we believe works.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So | don't
really understand that rationale. Can you pl ease
el aborate? | don't know what that means. What's
the rationale behind imting it to inmediate
famly?

SENATOR RAMOS: Again, this is a
conprom se that we arrived at with the other
house, with the Assenbly and the Executive. This
is abill that we are putting forth with our best
i deas, and that provision can be revisited by the
Depart ment of Labor.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So there's
been sone conversation about the wage board. And

over the last couple of days we've dealt with
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certain bills. Last night we dealt with the
climate bill, where we designated certain
authority to different working groups and
subconmittees. And | think earlier today when
was taking to Senator Sanders, we designated sone
responsibility to another group.

Wiy would it be that right now, you
know, this is a collective body of 213 nenbers,
Assenbl ynmenbers and Senators. So why -- how is
it in the best interests of the public that
deci si ons, inportant decisions concerning how we
are affecting the lives of the residents of the
State of New York, howis it better that we --
and ' mgoing to use the word "abrogate" --
abrogate our responsibility to nmake inportant
deci sions, as was done in this bill, the decision
to go from40 to 60 -- howis it better to
abrogate that responsibility, making a decision
like that froma collective body of |egislators
fromall over the state, to two people? That
woul d be two-thirds of the wage board.

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, |
don't believe in negotiating wages w t hout
workers at the table, ever.

So for us to say that even though in
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a representative denocracy of course we woul d be
el ected nenbers for each of our designated
geographies, really the negotiation and the
econom ¢ indicators that need to be taken into
consi deration have to come fromthe experts

t hensel ves, being the business owner and the
worker. And so this is actually a nmuch nore fair
way to assess whether it's appropriate to scale
back the hours of overtinme pay wthout putting
politically elected | eaders' influence in play.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So why did --
because very often adm nistrative or appointed
boards report back to the Legislature. Wy did
you, as sponsor, feel it was a better or nore
appropriate systemto del egate or abrogate this
responsibility to people that are not el ected,
rat her than having themreport back to us for us

to make that decision?
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And then the second part of the
guestion: So if that's the case, why did -- why
was t he decision nade to only allow the nunber of
hours to go down as opposed to allow ng the
nunbers to go up, if it truly is a fact that you
believe that it's better for soneone who is an
expert to be able to nake that decision?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, |
don't believe that a worker's wage shoul d be
determ ned by the winds of politics at the tine.
| think that they should be determ ned by
what ever the conditions of that particular
i ndustry's econony is at the tine.

That is why | don't believe that any
of us should have a say as to whet her the wages
should -- sorry, the threshold for overtine pay
shoul d be noved.

In essence, the idea is to ensure
that the workers are achieving a |l evel of rest
and al so ensuring that their pay is being
conpensat ed appropriately. O their work,
rat her.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6921

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So under that
line of reasoning, if you don't think it's
appropriate for a legislative body to do
sonmething like that, would it al so be your
position that it's inappropriate for a
| egi sl ative body to set a m ni mum wage?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President,

m ni mum wages currently are set by wage boards
and ultimately put forth to us as a body for
consideration. O, you know, the Governor can
al so flex his powers and ensure that it becones
the | aw of the | and.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So is the

sponsor aware that this body set a m ni mumwage a
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few years ago? And does the sponsor feel that it
was i nappropriate for us as |legislators, being a
political body, to do that?

SENATCOR RAMCS: No, | don't believe
that it's inappropriate for a mnimumwage to be
set by a legislative body.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And just --
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I n tal ki ng
about the collective bargaining aspects of this,
can the sponsor tell ne the rationale behind the
secret ballot portion of the bill, as opposed
to -- or actually a lack of a secret ballot which
woul d protect, actually, workers and enpl oyers?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President,
traditionally in union organi zing we've
experienced pl aces where enpl oyers have
essentially coerced workers into roons to watch
anti-uni on propaganda while they're getting paid

for it.
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Enpl oyers have nmuch nore capital on
hand t han enpl oyees to canpai gn agai nst the
organi zati ng of workers. And the concept of card
check neutrality, which is what this bill
uphol ds, recogni zes that upon every worker
signing a card and saying that they are indeed
interested in being a nenber of a union, that the
farmer will have to recognize themas a
col | ective bargaining unit.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And does the
sponsor feel that there would be any pressure
what soever fromthe union organi zer that the
wor ker m ght want to be protected fronf

SENATOR RAMOS: " m sorry, can you
repeat the question?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Sure. Does
t he sponsor feel, do you feel that there m ght be

any pressure fromthe union organi zer on the
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person who -- on the enpl oyee, the farmwrker, so
that the farmwrker should be protected from
i nfluence from sonebody trying to organize if
they don't want to join a union?

SENATOR RAMOS: Per haps,
M. President. The idea is for organizers to
educate workers as to their rights. And in this
particul ar industry where English is not very
often the workers' first |anguage, whether it be
Spani sh or M xteco or, you know, Janmai can patois
or Haitian Creole, which is what our H 2A visa
wor kers speak -- the fact of the matter is that
t hey need to understand what their rights are as
enpl oyees or not. And nore often than not, that
is not information that comes fromthe enpl oyer,
it cones from people who do the work of
advocating for these workers and ensuring that
t hey can stand up for thensel ves.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Did the
sponsor take into consideration the fact that
many i f not nost farmworkers receive noney for
housing and utilities and health insurance and
retirenment accounts? 1|s that taken into account
i n establishing how nuch a worker can nake?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, that
is taken into account. But | would Ilike to note
that nost farmwrkers do not receive any of those
benefits. H 2A visa workers do receive | odging
because it is the | aw

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And if the
sponsor will yield for one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So if the
sponsor is aware that some don't receive and sone
do receive, howis that distinguished in the bill
in terns of how nuch a farmworker can nake for
t hose that receive benefits and those that don't?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, it's
not distinguished in the bill. What the bil
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does do as it pertains to housing is expand the
code to cover nore workers.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranzenhofer on the bill.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: First of all,
|"d just like to thank the sponsor for answering
some of the questions and al so for taking the
time to visit my district and to speak with sone
of the farmworkers there.

I"'malso a little bit disappointed,
or maybe a | ot disappointed, that there was not a
nore formal hearing in ny district. In fact,
there wasn't a hearing anywhere near ny district,
whi ch | think woul d have been hel pful as we nove
forward with this bill.

The thing that nbst concerns nme when
we are tal king about this particular bill is that
| think a | ot of people have heard a | ot of
i nformati on about what's inportant to the
farmwrkers, because that is the stated purpose
of this bill, is to help farmwrkers. Because we
know it doesn't help farmers.

But what | really believe is that

while a ot of information was gathered and you
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heard a |l ot of information, that you really did
not listen to the farmwrkers who are supposedly
the beneficiaries of this bill. And there's a
very clear distinction between hearing and
listening. Hearing that neans that you take in
the informati on and, okay, | heard what you had
to say. But listening neans then crafting a bill
whi ch addresses those concerns.

And this particular bill really does
not address the nobst inportant concern that was
rai sed by ny constituents, being both farnmers and
farmwrkers, and that is that this will then
limt the anmobunt of noney that they can earn to
support their famly and put food on the table.

So one of the things that happened
as we were travelling around -- and actually |
think this sheet of paper was given to ne at a
forumthat we held when Senator Ranbs was in ny
district. It was held before the tour of the
farm and we had a very interesting conversation.
But | got a |lot of these sheets throughout ny
travel s throughout the district of what it would
nmean to ny famly. GOkay? A worker would say,
This is what it means to ny famly. This is what

| would nake right now, this is what | can nake
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right now, but if we inpose this |egislation,
this is what | will be able to nake.

And there -- | don't want to say
t here were hundreds of those, but there were
certainly dozens of these farmwrkers that cane
up to me and told ne this is their story, this is
what happens to them when you limt the nunber of
hours that you can work. And sonme of the people
are actually happy, you know, sone of the people
want to work, you know, 50 hours, sone of the
peopl e want to work 60 hours, and that's all well
and good. But there are a | ot of workers,
whet her they be H 2A workers or other workers
that live in ny district, that want to work nore.
Because in ny community, many people do work two
or three jobs. And they'll work 30 hours at one
job, they'lIl work 20 hours at another job, and
they' Il work 20 hours at another job. And
they're allowed to do that. And they have to do
t hat because very often they can't get a
full-time job at one particul ar place.

But people at ny district work hard,
and they like to work hard, because they have a
real incentive. And that is they want to provide

for their famlies. Under the existing structure
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that we have right now, a farmworker is able to
do that by working at one enployer. They can
work at one place, it's easier for them they go
to one place and they work as nmany hours as they
want, and they can nmake as nmuch noney as they
want, whether they're here for a few nonths or
they're here all year round.

So now you' ve disrupted their lives
because they're going to be limted to the nunber
of hours that they can work for one enployer. So
what you've done now, and what this bill does, is
say, Well, okay, I'mstill going to work nore,
but now you' ve i nconveni enced nme, you've
i nconveni enced ny famly. Now | have to go out
and | ook for another job to see how can | nake up
for the noney that |'ve lost as a result of this
bill.

And that, for nme, is what this boils
down to, is you are not -- you are putting
government over the individual to be able to nake
t he choi ce of how many hours do | as a farmworker
want to nmake. | know what ny health is, | know
what | want to do, | know what's best for ny
famly, but now sonebody else is comng in and

saying, Wll, no, | know better. So instead of
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being able to work 70 hours a week for Farm ABC,
t hey now have to work 60 hours, if they're able
to get the 60 hours and now |'ve got to go

somewhere else to try to nake that extra noney.

It's disruptive to their |ives.

Far mworkers do not feel that it's fair to them
In my conmunity they feel that sonebody has cone
out -- come in fromanother community and really
done sonething that they don't want done.

The farmers, they have their own
position. They have their own position. They
don't like this, and we've discussed that and we
all know the argunments of why farmers don't I|ike
it.

But farmwrkers don't like this
bill. And they don't like this bill because it
t akes noney out of their famly and it nakes it
nor e i nconveni ent and harder for themto support
their famly.

So | appreciate the opportunity,
again, for the sponsor to engage in sone dial ogue
on this bill and |look forward to hearing the rest
of the debate and then casting my vote.

| hope that some of the other people

in this chanber have not just heard what we've
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had to say but have actually |listened to what we
have to say. Because | can tell you | don't
think ny district is unlike others in this
chanber where soneone conmes into your comunity,
to your district, and says this is how | want you
to lead your life -- not leaving it to you to
make that decision, not leaving it to your famly
to be able to make inportant decisions |ike that
for themand their famlies.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senator Rivera on the bill.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill

First I thank -- | want to just say,
M. President, that |I'mthankful that there is --
there's people that are here to explain to a
Senat or what she actually nmeant. |[|'mglad that
people are here to tell us the difference, to
explain or should I say manplain to one of our
col | eagues the difference between hearing and
listening, et cetera. |'mglad that we have
that, M. President.

| actually want to thank and give a

ot of credit to the listening and the hearing

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6932

t hat Senator Ranps did. Because the fact is,

M. President, that she did the work. She went
around the state listening and hearing very

cl osely, and recogni zing that the piece of

| egi sl ation that we have before us is not perfect
for anyone. It is certainly not perfect for
farmers, and it is not perfect for farmwrkers.
It is not perfect for those of us that care about
workers' rights. It is not perfect for those of
us who al so care about the inconme of farmers or
stability of farnmers. So it is not a perfect
bill.

But what it does, M. President, is
it reaches a conprom se because we start with the
concept not of the good actors -- now, | heard
one of ny col |l eagues tal ki ng about how sone of
t hese workers are kind of nenbers of the famly
of the farners. And | had the opportunity --
certainly not to travel as nuch or do as rmnuch
wor k as Senat or Ranps, because she out paced al
of us inthis regard. But | talked with farmers
who did tell me about that, tell ne about how
certain nmenbers of their workforce are |ike
menbers of their famly.

And | would tell you, M. President,
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and every one of ny coll eagues, those are not the
fol ks I'"m concerned about. What |'m concerned
about are the bad actors who treat their workers
wor se than sone of the cattle that they m ght
have on their own farm

And so there's a conprom se that
needs to be reached here. W have to renenber
the history. And she is no |onger here at this
nonent, M. President, but Senator D ane Savino
gave us a history | esson of where this came from
how were these class of workers conpletely |eft
out of protections which are basic to every
single person in every single type of work,

M. President. There's a history here that we
can't ignore.

And so what we're trying to do is
we're trying to protect those workers while al so
recognizing -- and | listened and heard as the
sponsor nore than a fewtinmes laid out the fact
t hat she recogni zes that farmwork is different
than other types of work. It is not office work.
She said it over and over again because she
recogni zes it because she saw it as she travel ed
around the state.

And you woul d renenber that the
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original bill had 40 hours and she -- as she has
poi nted out -- also noved up to 60 in a
recognition -- oh, don't worry, dude. o

ahead and tine me. |1'mgoing to be done in a
couple of mnutes. It's all good. But yeah, we
that do that. W should time each other. | got

no problem Lanza.

So bottomline, |adies and
gentlenmen, this is about protecting workers but
it is wth the recognition that there are bad
actors out there. W want to make sure that we
have a conprom se bill that can also take into
account the difference between office work, the
work that we mght do in this chanber, the work
that workers mght do all around the country or
the state, and the work that is done on the
fields. W have that. W want to nmake sure that
we stop exploitation. And we need to do it in a
conprom se bill. And it is a difficult bal ance
to strike.

But | sincerely thank the sponsor as
wel | as Senator Metzger, who worked very closely
with her on this. And the fact is that the work
was done, the conprom se has been reached. It is

not perfect, M. President, but it is certainly
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something that is going to be historic. Wich s
somet hing that we've been doing all of this
sessi on.

Sol will be voting in the
affirmative. Thank you, M. President.

Ch, how | ong? How | ong?

SENATOR LANZA: Great job.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a
coupl e of questions?

SENATOR RAMOS: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR O MARA: Pertaining to the
one day of rest a week, the 24-hour rule, the day
off, that worker, farm|aborer, can choose to
work on that day off if they so choose, the
seventh day of the week, and the farm enpl oyer is
required to pay tine and a half, at |east,
overtime wages, correct?

SENATCOR RAMCS: That is correct.

And now that they'll have driver's |licenses,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6936

they'Il also be able to choose to go to church,
visit relatives, and just enjoy the New York
countrysi de.

SENATCR O MARA: That woul d be
great. But they can already use their foreign
license fromthe country they came from

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara, are you the sponsor to yield?

SENATCR O MARA: M. President,
will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

SENATOR O MARA: So if that -- you
know, we have the old adage in agriculture that
you' ve got to make hay while the sun is shining.
So agriculture is very weat her-dependent. And
say given during the course of a week a
farmwr ker, because of the weather, is only able
to work four or five hours a day for those six
days and has therefore only worked 24 to 30 hours
in that week, they haven't reached the 60-hour
threshold. They still cannot choose to work on
their day off wi thout the farmer having to pay

themtinme and a half, correct?
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SENATOR RAMCS: Correct. But there
is a provision in the bill that states that if
the worker wasn't able to work that day because
of inclenment weather, that can count as their day
of rest.

SENATOR O MARA: But if they work
any hour -- through you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

SENATOR O MARA: But the way | read
it, if they work any hours during that day before
getting rained out or frozen out or whatever,

t hat does not count as their day off, right?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. So through
you, M. President, if the sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So the farm
| aborer that gets rained out or whatever for a

nunber of days that week cones to his boss on the
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sevent h day and says, Jeez, boss, | only got
30 hours of work this week, | really need to work
today. And the farmboss is going to say, Wll,
|'d love to have you work, Charlie, but | can't
afford to pay you tinme and a half, so you can't
wor k here today.

I's that correct, under this |aw?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, if
t hey al ready had, under that scenario, their
24 hours of rest, well, then they've already
conplied with that and it's not about overtine
pay.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President. That was not ny scenario. M
scenario was they worked for six days, parti al
days, only accurulated a total of 24 to 30 hours
in that week, now they can't work the seventh day
wi t hout getting paid tinme and a half.

SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct.
And so what | added was that if within those
hours there was 24 consecutive hours off, then
that woul d count as their day off.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. Through
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
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asking if the sponsor -- will the sponsor yield?

SENATOR O MARA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | guess | can see
t hat happeni ng under certain circunstances. But
if it doesn't happen that way and the farnmer says
|"mnot going to pay you overtinme on Day 7, that
farm | aborer doesn't get to work that day to get
paid. At least at that farm

SENATOR RAMCS: That's correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, let's go to
the -- through you, M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR O MARA: -- if the sponsor
will still yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: The prior Senator
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had nmentioned housing costs for farmlaborers --
or housing being provided and ot her anenities or
benefits. Under this bill that you have, is
there anything that woul d preclude the farnmer
fromcharging the farmlaborer for that housing
or other benefits?

SENATCOR RAMCS: No, M. President,
the bill does not address that.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Let's tal k about
t he wage board for a mnute. The wage board is
made up of three individuals. Wo appoints those
t hree individual s?

SENATOR RAMOS: Again, just like
the first tinme this question was asked, the
Farm Bureau or the enployers would determ ne who
their representative is. That's one person. The
ot her person woul d be deternmined by the AFL-ClI O

the workers. And the third person would be
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determ ned by the Comm ssioner of Labor, in

consultation with the Conmm ssioner of Agriculture

and Mar ket s.

SENATOR O MARA
M. President, if the sponsor

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS:

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA
has no role of confirm ng any
menbers to this conm ssion.

SENATOR RAMCS:
M. President.

SENATOR O MARA
M. President, if the sponsor

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS:

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA
read it,

board section, as |

to meet by March 1st of 2020.

Thr ough you,

will yield.

BAI LEY: WIIl the
Yes.

BAI LEY: The

So the Legislature
one of the three
That

is correct,

Thr ough you,

will yield.

BAI LEY: WIIl the
Yes.

BAI LEY: The

Under the wage

t he wage board has
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SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct,
M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for another question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: This | aw t akes
ef fect January 1, 2020, so two nont hs before that
date, correct?

SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct,
M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: The wage board is
required to hold public hearings no |ater than
the first one being 45 days after the wage board

is convened, correct?
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SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct,
M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: And t hey have to
report -- through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: And t he wage board
has to do a report by Decenber 31, 2020, but if
they get their work done earlier, they could
report earlier, correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: | f they so choose,
M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: And then --

t hrough you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: When t he wage

board reports back to the Comm ssioner of Labor,
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t he Conmi ssioner of Labor shall imrediately
i npl enent the reconmendati ons of that wage board;
correct?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President,
nowhere in the bill does it say imediately.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: The | anguage does
state that the comm ssioner shall conply with the
report, though, correct? Even though it doesn't
say i nmedi ately.

SENATOR RAMOS: kay. Was that a
guestion or statement? |'msorry, | don't know
what that was.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

{1 naudi bl e. }

SENATOR O MARA: It was a question
So the conmissioner is required to follow the
recommendat i ons of the wage board once they're

received, although it doesn't say imediately.
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SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct,
M. President.

SENATCR O MARA: So in essence,
since this board -- through you, M. President,
if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thi s wage board,
if it's appointed tinely -- which is a | ong shot
around here -- and it has to neet by March 1,
2020 and it has to have public hearings in 45
days from when they were first appointed. So

45 days, if they're there on January 1st, would

be about the mddle of February. They could have

conpleted their work and issued a report by the
end of February to the Conm ssioner of Labor if
they do this very quickly, correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: | f they choose,
M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: And in that
case -- through you, M. President, will the

sponsor vyiel d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Then t he
commi ssi oner of Labor, around | ate February,
under this timng scenario, could conpletely undo
what's set forth in this law that we're doing
here now. It could lower the 60 hours to
40 hours; correct?

SENATOR RAMOS: |"mso sorry, if
t he Senator could repeat his question.

SENATOR O MARA: G adly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
repeat your question.

SENATOR O MARA: So if they do
their report expeditiously and they issue a
report by the end of February 2020 that goes to
t he conmi ssioner, and the conm ssioner has to
foll ow those recommendations -- al beit not
i medi ately, but if he chooses to do so, or she
chooses to do so -- and the wage board reconmends
t hat the hours should be 40 hours rather than 60

before overtime kicks in, that would go into
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effect, say, in March of 2020.

SENATOR RAMCS: | believe that the
board woul d have to determ ne when the new
t hreshol d would have to go into effect based on
the indicators that they' ve anal yzed.

But again, this would be a very
unprecedented thing. The way wage boards have
traditionally worked, they've provided very
t hor ough anal ysi s and made recomendati ons t hat
are smart and responsi bl e.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMOS: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | would certainly
agree with you that that's certainly the way
t hi ngs usually work around here, because not hing
gets done tinely. But under the scenario |'ve
laid out, it could happen and the wage board
coul d recommend that the threshold is 40 hours
for overtine before the end of February in 2020.

SENATOR RAMOS: They coul d,
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M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: Now -- if the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Now, Section 6 on
page 11 indicates that the wage board shal
consi der existing overtime rates in simlarly
situated industries in New York State.

Can the sponsor tell us what your
intent is and what other simlarly situated
industries are in New York State?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, the
pur pose of the board is to determ ne exactly
t hat .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: Can you provide ne

any exanples of simlarly situated industries in
New Yor k State?

SENATCOR RAMCS: W needed a
mechani sm M. President, recognizing how unique
the farmindustry is, and that's why we've
deci ded to proceed this way.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So is it your
opi nion, then, that the farm ng and agricul tural
i ndustry in New York is so unique that there are
not other simlarly situated industries in
New Yor k State?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President,

yeah, | believe that farmwork is very different
than a | ot of other work. | mean, maybe it's
conpar abl e, especially as -- in regards to the

toll it takes on your body physically, to

construction work, sonewhat. But it's a
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different industry with different -- nmuch nore
weal t hi er enployers and in that way is not really
conparable to the agricultural industry.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, that is
my point, that farmng is unique, that it doesn't
line up with any other simlar industries, and
that's why it's been treated differently for as
long as it has and why it's been treated
specially. And the uniqueness and the burdens to
the farmer, the farmowner and the industry
dictates that sometinmes normal hours don't fit in
the farm ng schedule. Wuld you agree?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, |
woul d beg to differ.

| would say that the reason that
farmworkers were carved out of the New York State
Constitution and aren't afforded nany | abor

rights in conparison to other workers is because
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when our constitution was witten, nost
farmwrkers were black. So | would argue that

t he reason why these workers have been carved out
traditionally, and even in the New Deal, | would
argue, when there was still a |lot of
sharecroppers, is because of racism

SENATOR O MARA: | f the sponsor
will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

SENATOR O MARA: On the wage board
recommendati ons, can the wage board cone back and
recommend | ess than 40 hours requiring overtine
to be paid to the farm |l aborer?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, that
is not outlined in the bill. So in theory, yes,
it's possible, but not probable.

SENATOR O MARA: On the bill
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: M. President,
this legislation is nothing nore than a sham an

affront to cover up changing an entire industry
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t hrough a wage board set up by this body that we
have no control over, no say over, no ability to
check and change what they conme up with. W are
stuck with what the wage board comes up with

And as these boards are put together, we know
that the deck is stacked agai nst busi ness and
agai nst that farm owner.

This is another exanple of us
passi ng the buck here and not maki ng the tough
deci sions ourself. You know, two years ago the
Legi sl ature passed a | egislative pay conm ssion
because we didn't have the balls to pass a raise
for ourself. And we're living with the result of
t hat now.

Then this year we created two nore
commi ssi ons, one for congestion pricing or a

comut er tax on taxpayers in New York City that

wi |l put burdens on New York Gty workers and
residents -- to what |evel, we don't know  But
we know fromtrack records it will not be good.

W have set forth another conm ssion
to set up taxpayer-financed canpai gns because
this body didn't have the guts to nmake the
deci si on of what that should be or not be. W

will pay the price for that at well over
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$200 mllion a year.

Now we pass the buck because we
can't make a tough choice on how to treat
farmwrkers the way they' ve traditionally
operated the farmindustry in New York State --
woul d argue the nost inportant industry in
New York State, the nobst basic and necessary
industry in New York State. And we stand today
taking action that will crush, potentially, this
i ndustry in New York State.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ritchie.

SENATOR RI CHI E: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for a few
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E:  Senat or Ranpbs, can
you - -

SENATCOR RAMCS: Rah- nos.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: -- Rah-nos, can
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you once again explain to ne the wage board? It
is a representative of the AFL-CI O Farm Bureau,
and sonmeone who is picked by the Departnent of
Labor ?

SENATOR RAMOS: M. President, by
t he Commi ssi oner of Labor in consultation with
t he Conmm ssioner of Agriculture and Markets.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: Earlier the
guestion was asked why the Comm ssioner of Ag &
Mar ket s was not picked given his famliarity with
the ag industry. Could you explain why the
Comm ssi oner of Ag & Markets wasn't the designee
i nstead of the Departnment of Labor?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President,
the -- by law, the Departnment of Labor has to be
the -- has to provide oversight by the wage
board. But this is exactly why we wanted to nake

sure that we worked into the bill that it would
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be done in consultation with the Conm ssioner of
Ag & Markets.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Can you explain
why you woul dn't have added a fourth nenber or
even a fifth menber, if you were afraid of a tie,
by including the comm ssioner of Ag & Markets?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, the
whol e i dea behi nd havi ng an odd nunber on a panel
is to be able to arrive at a decision. So even
i f you think about a five-person panel, if each
commi ssioner is giving two people, well, then
you're just exponentially growi ng the panel to
many nore parties that m ght not necessarily be
t he environnent that's nost conducive to a
deci si on.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Do you not think
it's problematic, though, that -- earlier you
said a quorumis two out of a three and that the

Labor Departnent has al ready cone out and said

t hey support this bill, that technically sonebody

who's on record as supporting the bill and al so
the AFL-Cl O representative would be the only two
that may have -- that may vote?

SENATOR RAMCS: No, M. President.
Because again, the Farm Bureau is also on the
board, and the commi ssioner of Ag & Markets is
able to consult with the Departnent of Labor
commi ssioner to determ ne who their pick is.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: But to clarify,
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the representative fromthe AFL-Cl O and the
representative fromthe Departnment of Labor can
act separately and nmake a decision, since it only
takes two out of three, to agree with the wage
board deci si on.

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, not
necessarily. Because the Departnment of Labor
person will have been chosen in consultation with
t he Conm ssioner of Ag & Markets.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | " massum ng,
since the representative fromthe Departnent of
Labor is the lead, and only in consultation with
Ag & Markets, if there's a disagreenent between
the two, the Departnent of Labor is going to take
precedence and she -- and the departnent has
al ready cone out in support of this bill.

SENATOR RAMOS: kay,

M. President.
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SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Do you not see
that as the deck being stacked agai nst thenf

SENATOR RAMCS: No, M. President.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
yield would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: I f you were
representing one of your |abor groups and you
came in and you saw that two out of three votes
woul d nake the decision and two parties had
al ready cone out in support of what you were
agai nst, would you not think the deck was stacked
agai nst you at that point?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, |
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believe the entire econony is rigged in favor of
rich people and enpl oyers and big business in
general. So yes, | would want to nake sure that
if a wage board is to protect a class of workers,
that the workers' best interests will be
represented on sai d board.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | certainly
appreciate your sentinent. And |I'mcertainly not
here advocating for m streatnment of workers.
have, in 2017, 2,657 farnms in ny district. And |
am nei ghbors with a ot of them And there's bad
actors like there are in every profession. But
|'ve never been to a farmthat |1've talked with a
wor ker, even candidly, where there's been an
i ssue.

So | understand where you're con ng
from but I'mlooking to make sure that our farns

have an equal footing, that this is a fair
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process. And given the fact that the Departnent
of Labor has already said they supported this
bill, AFL-CIO is the other nenber, and Farm
Bureau is the odd man out, it |ooks |like the

deci sion's al ready been made because it's already
two to one.

So do you believe this process is
fair?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, |
do. Because the decisionnakers are basing their
anal ysis on real economc indicators. And these
are the very sanme people, the very sane
st akehol ders that were -- that canme to the table
in order to produce this bill. | nean, you
your sel ves across the aisle said that the
Farm Bureau only rel eased their meno of
opposition until this norning. So would then, by
that definition, you feel that they're not an
accurate representation of farners?

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: You j ust
referenced the economc viability of this whole
situation. So | would ask, does the sponsor
realize that 2,000 farns in New York State in the
| ast five years have closed their doors, 500 of
whi ch were dairy, which is triple the average?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Does the
sponsor -- what does the sponsor think the reason
for that is?

SENATOR RAMCS: el |,

M. President, quite frankly | believe that there
is a huge decrease in consuner -- in the
consunption of mlk. | understand fromthe dairy
farms that | visited that a lot of the mlk that
we produce ends up goi ng towards cottage cheese

and yogurt and cheeses and things |ike that.
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Those are becom ng nuch nore so the dairy
products.

But even though there are fewer
farms, the farns that produce dairy actually have
been growi ng. They have -- there m ght be fewer
farms, but there are nore cows on them

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: And | woul d say
t hat nost of those farms have closed their doors
because they couldn't survive financially because
the price of m |k has been under the production
cost for alnmost -- well, since al nost 2010 now.
So for many of those farns, they wanted to
continue to operate, but financially it was not
f easi bl e.

So do you believe that this bill is
going to continue to nake that situation worse?

SENATCOR RAMCS: M. President, |

have great synpathy for the plight of farmers and
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| really do believe that the federal governnent,
and especially this current adm ni strati on,
hasn't done much to help our farnmers.

But that, to ne, is not an excuse to
continue exploiting human beings, as the state
has been up until today.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: well, first, |
guess for the record, 1'd like to disagree with
you that we're exploiting the workers. Once
again, I'msure there are cases, and those cases
shoul d actually be taken care of.

But for all the farnms that are in ny
district that | visited, the farmwrkers there
are happy. They want to work as many hours as
they can. And this is concerning for them as
much as for the farners thensel ves.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, but 1'd like
to respond to her point, if that's okay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranbs to respond.

SENATCOR RAMCS: The whole entire
purpose of this bill is to nake sure that there
is no confusion as to how a farmwrker should be
treat ed.

Look, in ny travels and in the three
public hearings that we held, | too only cane
across farnmers who say that they' ve been doing
the right thing by their own volition. Al I'm
saying is that it shouldn't be left up to the
farmwrker's luck to cone across a good enpl oyer.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Senator, | know
that you're certainly concerned about suicide.

There's been your bill and a nunber of bills that
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have been passed. Do you know that for our
farmers it's the highest rate of suicide, five
times the average of the general public?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: Wul d the Senat or
care to guess what the reason is for that?

SENATOR RAMOS: | woul d i magi ne,
M. President, that they're worried about the
econonmi cs of their farm And again, | have
synpathy for that. And | do believe that our
federal government has not necessarily treated
our agricultural industry in the right way.

But nevertheless, that is not an
excuse to ensure that you' re making as mnuch
profit as possible at the expense and sacrifice
of workers who al so need to provide for their
fam|lies.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
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woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Coul d you j ust
clarify on the day of rest? And | -- for the
record, once again | want to say that | certainly
support that. |It's something that |'ve al ways
supported. And any of the farm neetings that
|"ve had, they've always been in support of a day
of rest and, for any farmthat |'ve been to,
all ow t hat.

But could you just explain to nme, on
the day of rest, if the farmwrker volunteers to
work, is it mandated that they receive overtine?

SENATOR RAMOS: M. President, yes.
As previously discussed in another Senator's
guestion, yes, they would be paid tine and a half
if they volunteer to work on their day off. And
the day off would be defined as 24 hours of
consecutive rest.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor

woul d continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Whul d you assune
that this is going to hurt the bottomline for
the farmthat's al ready struggling, perhaps
putting another farmor many farms out of
busi ness? But at the same time, could it
actually harmthe farmwrker that you're trying
to protect? Because if a farmer is not -- is
just making it as it is and they have an
opportunity to have sonebody work on the day that
was supposed to be their day of rest for tinme and
a half or ask sonebody else to work, that
farmwrker is not going to be the one that's
called to work that day, would you assune that?

SENATOR RAMCS: No, M. President.
In fact, one of the main conplaints that | heard
fromfarners in nmy travels is that we have a
| abor shortage when it cones to farmwork. And
so what | think will be a huge benefit of this
bill is that it will be nmuch nore attractive to

work on a farm because they'll know that their
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wor ki ng conditions will be better.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI TCHI E: ' m al nost - -

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: "1l wap up here
in a nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Just a question
on the 60-hour work week. At the begi nning of
t he di scussion you referenced the fact that
Farm Bureau was on board with that. | assune
t hey were on board because they thought it was
going to be 60 hours, but now after the
di scussion with Senator O Mara it | ooks |ike by
February the agreenent could now be back to the
40 hours a week which was the original bill. Is
t hat correct?

SENATOR RAMCS: It's correct that
the 40 hours was in the original bill,
M. President.

But based on Senator O Mara's

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6969

hypot hetical assertion, it's inprobable based on
precedence that we will automatically go to

40 hours, given the econom c indicators of the
agricultural industry. That is certainly not
responsi bl e.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Wbul d t he sponsor
yield for one | ast question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | guess the big
guestion for me is | certainly understand and
it's laudable that you want to protect the
farmwrkers. At the sane tine, we've got to
protect our farnms. What's going to happen if the
trend continues and the rest of our farms across
New York State have to chose their doors?

What's -- what's going to happen?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, |
don't believe that farns across the state wll
have to close their doors. This to me sounds
very much |i ke when busi ness owners conpl ain that

they'Il have to close their doors when the
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m ni mum wage rises. In fact, when the m ni mum
wage rose across -- outside of New York Gity, in
Long Island and upstate, we heard the very sane
argunment. But that's certainly not a reason why,
in all of the hearings and fromall of the
farmers who testified, a reason that was cited.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ritchie on the bill.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | certainly want
to thank the Senator for the answers to ny
guesti ons.

| do disagree with her when she says
that she doesn't believe any farns are going to
close. | actually heard the sanme thing when it
cane to the fast food workers. And we had a
little bit of this discussion a few weeks ago
about ki osks and how no one's | ost any jobs.

Well, | can tell you in ny district,
the very next week that the fast food wage went
into effect, the McDonald's closed. And the
McDonal d's cl osed because they couldn't afford to
pay the new wage and to invest in a drive-through
whi ch t hey needed.

And |'m sure sone people in here are
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chuckling to thensel f, Who cares about 60

McDonal d's workers? | do. Every single job in
my district counts. Sixty jobs at MDonal d' s,

t hose people -- they counted on that. And that's
exactly what was said was going to happen. And |
can give you the information. This is not just a
story, this is exactly what happened.

And pretty nmuch every week since
then, when | run into sonmebody who works at a
fast food restaurant, they tell ne, You know
what, ny hours were cut. M hours were cut
because they can't afford it, they're not calling
me in.

So whether we want to agree or not
that this is going to have an effect on our
famly farm yes, | think we should watch out for
the farmworkers. | believe they should have a
day of rest |ike our farnmers have, for the | ast,
you know, numnber of years.

But | also believe it's
irresponsible if we don't watch out for our
famly farns. Because whether anyone thinks it's
goi ng to happen or not, the fact that we've | ost
2,000 farnms in the last five years and the fact

that every farmer that | talk to, whether they're
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big, nmediumor small, they're teetering on the
bri nk of disaster right now. You can ask
Farm Credit or anyone that deals with our
farmers; they can't take much nore.

So for that reason, M. President, |
vot e no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

M. President, recognizing the
i mportance of this issue and wanting to have
everyone heard, but al so recognizing the | ateness
of the hour, can you pl ease recogni ze Senat or
Giffo for a comment.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,
M. President.

| do agree this is a significant
i ssue and very inportant issue, as you can
under stand and appreci ate and witnessed here in
the debate. But in accordance with the Senate
rules, we have reached a two-hour limt here.
Upon consul tation, though, with the Majority, we

have agreed to extend the opportunity to continue
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to be heard.

We have several speakers that still
wWill remain on the list. | ask just that we
continue to be m ndful of that and be conci se,
and we wi |l continue.

And t hank you for the opportunity to
continue this inportant debate on this
significant issue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Giffo.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG | appreciate the
fact that the sponsor of this |egislation, as
wel |l as the Senate chair of the Agricultural
Comm ttee, recognize that the Farmworkers Fair
Labor Practices Act, as originally introduced,
was anything but fair to our farmwrkers and our
farmers.

And while | commend the attenpts to
bal ance the needs of our farners and their

enpl oyees, the anended version before us stil
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falls short.

| represent a very large

geographical area. It's conprised of hundreds of
farnms and thousands of acres of farmand. In
fact, I live in the heart of an agricultural

community. M home was once the main hone for a
dairy farm The diary farmstill surrounds ny
home. M neighbors are farners and far mworkers.

The peopl e back honme refer to this
bill as the Farmwrkers Fl ee New York Act. They
see this as just one nore Al bany-driven
job-killing regulation that's unrealistic for our
smal|l and | arge farmns.

The farmers and farmworkers that
|"ve heard frombelieve this bill is an exanple
of what happens when New York City, a place that
enj oys farm markets but has very few farns --
tries to |legislate business that they don't
under st and.

Based on some of the comments that
|"ve heard this evening, | would offer that it
takes nore than a fewtrips to farns and three
public hearings -- none of which were held in the
Fi nger Lakes, Western New York, North Country or

the Southern Tier -- to understand the daily toi
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or how weat her and ot her vari abl es i npact
day-t o-day worKk.

Si nce January, farners have shared
with me their concerns about the potential inpact
of this bill. Mny of them have sumari zed t hat
this may be a good tine to exit farmers, but
their concern is about their enployers, who they
view as extended fam |y nenbers.

Already farns in ny district have
stopped planting crops and instead they' ve
pl anted the "For Sale" signs. So this neans
there will be repercussions in terns of |oss of
j obs and al so | oss of valuable ag soils, as these
properties will nost likely be sold for
devel opnent .

One famly | visited with, they've
been in the ag business for eight generations.

It was sad to hear that their son, the next
generation, has left New York State for nore
busi ness-friendly pastures in North Carolina --
again, taking jobs with him

This devastating bill inpacts the
entire industry and especially our snmall famly
farms and their enployees. It directly affects

upstate's top job creator. And so this anmended
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bill, in nmy opinion, is not a conprom se at all.
When | awakers fail to listen and | egislate
anyway to claimvictory, it's not a good day for
our farmers or our farmwrkers. Hundreds,
hundreds of farmwrkers spoke at a recent --
showed up at a recent rally here in Al bany and
wer e agai nst this |egislation.

Organi zations fromacross the state
who represent agriculture and tourism the nunber
one and two economic drivers in the state, stand
united against this job-killing proposal. These
19 -- and | repeat, 19 -- organi zati ons opposed
to this legislation include the Farm Bureau, the
New York State Vegetable G owers Association, the
Nort heast Dairy Producers Association, the
New Yor k Appl e Association, Agri-Mark Dairy
Cooperative, Upstate N agara Cooperative, Cayuga
Mar keting I ngredients, Enpire State Council of
Agricul tural Organizations, New York State
Horticultural Society, New York Wne Industry,
New York Wne Grape G owers, the Long Island Wne
Council, Agricultural Affiliates, Northeast
Agri busi ness, Enpire State Forest Products,

New York Association of Ag Educators, and the
New Yor k Thoroughbred Breeders.
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These organi zations canme to the
table, and they were willing to conprom se. But
inthe end, it is clear that a conprom se that
val ued and appreciated the very different
busi nesses of our farms, one that runs on
patterns of weather, on the coll aborative sweat
of farmers standing shoul der to shoul der with
t heir enpl oyees, was not achi eved.

This is anything but fair or good
for upstate. W have al ready watched politicians
kill tens of thousands of potential downstate job
opportunities. Upstate |awakers, well, we're a
different crop. W like jobs and we believe that
this legislation is bad. It's another nail in
the coffin for upstate's econony.

| stand with the farners and the
farmwrkers opposed to this |egislation, and al
19 of those organizations, and | will be voting
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jor dan.

SENATCOR JORDAN: M. President and
my coll eagues, | rise to speak on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Jordan on the bill.
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SENATOR JORDAN: |"ve been proud to
serve on the Agricultural Comrittee in which
consi derable effort was put in to support and
advance |l egislation to grow our agricultural
i ndustry, provide relief for our farmfamlies,
and to feed New York New York-grown food.

My 43rd Senate District is hone to
many hardworking famly farners. |In fact,

400, 000 acres of farmand are in the 43rd Senate
District. Famly farmers work hard, from sunup
to sundown, and do an incredible job growi ng the
award-wi nning nutritious crops that feed

New York's famlies.

However, despite their incredible
pride, work ethic and productivity, our famly
farmers face chall enges as never before. A
bitter crop of high taxes, rising |abor and
energy costs, nore mandates and governnent red
tape conspire against farmers, making it
extrenely difficult for many to stay in business.

Sadl y, 20 percent of New York's
dairy farnms have closed in the last five years.
That's a tragedy, a tragedy that this bill wll
conmpound. Especially when you consi der that

agriculture is the nunber-one industry in
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New York State. W are losing not just a vita
part of our economy but an inportant and
cherished way of life.

This bill before us, advanced by the
Senat e Denocratic Majority, would add to the
chal I enges al ready faced by farnmers. An earlier
i ndependent study by Farm Credit East, also
nmenti oned by Senator Ott earlier, estimted that
this legislation's costly | abor nmandates woul d
add $299 mllion in expenses onto the backs of
farmers, reducing net farmincome by 23 percent.

Wiile the bill was recently anmended,
there are still numerous concerns with this
| egi slation. The specific concerns were shared
with all of us by Gow NY Farnms, a nonparti san,
i ndependent, broad-based coalition representing
the agricultural interests of New Yorkers. And
was going to list all of those that signed their
meno of opposition, but Senator Hel m ng already
di d.

This list, this list of signatures
shoul d nmean sonething to all of us. M
col | eagues Senat or Ranzenhofer already -- and
Senator Ortt, Senator LaValle, all those that

spoke before nme have pointed out the troubling
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i ssues brought out in the G ow NY Farns
opposition nmeno. They are real problens.

G ven all of these concerns
di scussed by all before nme, and all of the
unanswered questions at the very tine so many of
New York's fam |y farmers are struggling, this
bill, with its new mandates and additional costs
that will drive nore famly farms out of
business -- which is why | call it the Farm
Foreclosure Bill -- isn't sonething | can
support. Just renmenber, no New York farms, no
farm jobs, no New York food.

| encourage ny col |l eagues to vote no

on this damaging bill -- and I was going to say
"of epic proportions,” but I've changed it to "of
| ocust proportions.” Think about it.

| will be voting no. | encourage ny

col | eagues to vote no. Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jacobs.
SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill. 1'lIl be brief.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jacobs on the bill.

SENATOR JACOBS: ['ll be brief, and
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| want to appreciate the opportunity that was
afforded to extend some nore tinme to talk on this
i nportant issue. But then again, as was
mentioned, this is the nunber-one econom c driver
in our state, so we should talk about it, and as
long as it's needed. And | certainly hope sone
here may reconsi der where they' re going to go on
a vote.

Recently in nmy district | net with a
nunber of farmers, around seven farm owners.

Al ways anmazi ng people to neet with. | always
feel bad when | nmeet with them during the day;
unless it's torrentially downpouring, | know that
they would rather -- or feel the need to be

wor ki ng on their farmversus talking to nme, and
so | thank themfor their time. And we talked a
| ot about the challenges that they face in an

i ndustry that's ever-changi ng.

And when you reflect on neeting with
farmers and farm owners, you think about things,
term nology like a way of |life and heritage,
tradition, commtnent to pass on tradition. And
| think we had a very interesting hearing
recently on suicide and tal ked about the epic --

epidem c | evel of suicide of our farners. And
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sonme of the discussion that happened was this
feeling of obligation of farners who were
bequeathed this farmfromtheir parents and
grandparents, and the obligations to continue
that tradition. And this is really being

t hreat ened ever nore with what we're tal king
about tonight.

When talking with these farmers --
by the way, of the seven farnmers | nmet with on
this occasion, two of them were wonmen who owned
farms, and the one wonan was 12th generati on on
that farm Twel fth generation

But when | talked to them and
brought up -- unfortunately, the topic of the day
was this bill. And these farnmers were not just
concerned, they were not just annoyed, they were
petrified. They were petrified at the prospect
of what this bill, and what was in it, would do.
And t hat considering the challenges that they
al ready were facing, that this was existential,
that this nmay be it, that this may be the | ast
straw for the survival of a farmthat had been in
exi stence in one case for 12 generations.

You know, when you tal k about a

debate like this, or any debate, usually you have
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one side for and one side against. Here it would
be the enployer and the enployee. The odd thing
here is when |I've tal ked to enpl oyees, they're
against it too. Both the enployees and the

enpl oyers are against it. The enployer, the farm
owners, don't want it because it's going to make
it -- they are not going to be conpetitive, and
the workers are not going to be able to work as
much as they want or have hindrances to do what

t hey want ed.

So obviously it's outside interests
and outside forces that are driving this debate,
and that's really sonmething that's really
frustrating.

We tal ked tonight that this bill was
a conpromse. | don't think it's nuch of a
conprom se, going from-- to the 60 hours,
because of the constraints that are onit. And
there were tal ks that there was adjustnents done,
understanding that farmng is different. But
really not. W had the description of it could
rain all week and very little hours, and yet you
still have to pay overtinme for working the final
day on a Sunday if it's sunny out.

But the other concern | have is this
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wage board and the odd way it's set up. And the
fact that certain people can be on it and we
don't need a quorum and the two people that kind
of control it have already dictated they are for
t he 40-hour work week, not the 60 hour.

My concern is this is not a
conprom se, this is just one delay step towards
the ultimate goal of the 40-hour week so the
overtime can be triggered there. Wich will nost
definitely be the death knell to the farns in our
region -- in our state, rather.

So it's for all those reasons that |
beg and | plead with ny col | eagues to post pone
this decision, take nore tinme, be nore thoughtful
so we don't nake irreparable damage to this
sector which is so part of our heritage, our
econony, and our way of life.

Wth that, | vote no. Thank you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: At this
time the debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 25. This

act shall take effect January 1, 2020.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Order in
t he chanber, please. Oder in the chanber,
pl ease.

Senat or Metzger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,

M. President.

Far mwor kers have been historically
wi thout the rights that other workers in our
state and our country have | ong enjoyed,

i ncluding the nost basic right to collective
bargaining. This is a wong that we are finally
righting today.

But getting here has been neither
sinple nor straightforward. The conditions of
farm ng, the very nature of farmng is uniquely
different fromother sectors of the econony.

Far mwor kers' and farners' |ivelihood is dependent
on conditions that are nostly beyond their
control. The weather dictates the hours they
need to work. Mich of farmng is seasonal. An
entire year's inconme is based on a short period

when the crops are harvested. |In the market,
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they are price-takers with little control over
their costs.

We're very fortunate in New York
that nost of our farns are fam|y-owned and snall
and m dsized, and they produce a great diversity
of products. But they also face great chall enges
to surviving, and we have been |osing farns year
after year.

So our great challenge was to reach
agreenent on legislation that protects the rights
of farmaorkers and ensures that they, |ike every
ot her worker, can live alife with dignity while
al so taking into account the realities of
farmng. And | have always believed that it's
possi bl e to achieve this.

| asked ny col |l eague and the sponsor
of this legislation, Senator Ranps, to hold
public hearings in farmers' communities so that
we could hear directly fromthe farm ng
comunity. This has never, ever been done in al
of the years this |egislation has been before
this body. And Senator Ranbps went beyond that.
She organi zed roundtabl es, she visited farm
tours, she went the distance to try to collect as

much i nformati on as she coul d.
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From ny perspective, it wasn't just
about collecting this information, it was about
t aki ng what nade sense into account and maki ng
sure that that informed this house's position on
this legislation. This legislation did in fact
address the two great concerns of the farm ng
community: Setting a threshold for overtine,

60 hours, that takes into account the nature of
farm ng; and including a no-strike provision
whil e al so nmaki ng sure that farmwrkers have
robust collective bargai ning and ot her
protections that they deserve.

In the end, some conpron ses were
made that | do not agree with. But | support
this | egislation because | believe it goes a | ong
way to giving farmwrkers the protections they
deserve and taking into account the realities of
farmng. And inportantly, it has cone a | ong way
fromwhere it was originally, because | believe
that that original legislation did not take into
account those realities.

| amvery commtted, as Agriculture
chair and as sonmeone who |ives anong farnmers in a
farm ng region in the Rondout Valley, to work

with our farmers to nmake sure that the remaining
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concerns they have with this legislation are
addr essed.

And | will commt to and want to
work with my coll eagues to make sure that they --
that we as a body will support policies that
support our farmers and rmake sure that farmng
can continue to thrive and remain viable. And,
you know, it is our nost inportant industry in
New York State and it is the only game in town in
many of the communities in rural New York. It's
i mportant for maintaining our |Iong-termfood
security, it's inportant for protecting our
environnment, and it's inportant to protecting our
heri t age.

So | look forward to working with
all of you, and | support this |egislation.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Met zger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,
just so everyone knows, there are a nunber of
Senators who wish to explain their vote on this.
| would ask you to enforce our two-m nute rule.

W're trying to get through this evening as
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expeditiously as possible. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
two-mnute rule is in effect.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

SENATCOR SANDERS: It's a fal se
di chotonmy. |'ve heard -- |'ve spent the tine
listening, and it seens that we're fighting
things that don't need to be fought. Let nme try
to expl ain.

| heard that we are spending nore on
filmtax credits than on farmng. | think that's
a shane. W should do sonething about it. W
shoul d have done sonething about it |ong ago.

Sust ai nabl e farm ng needs
sustai nable farms. There's no question about
that. | would argue that it is the m ddl eman
that's really the problemhere. That if we're --
the agricultural businesses that are really doing
stuff, we need to | ook at this.

Senat or Savi no spoke of history.
Let ne tell you of mne. | know about this
farm ng business. |'mthe son of a sharecropper.
My father was taken out of school in the
third grade so he could hel p make sone ot her

people rich. | feel deeply about this, and it's
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an issue | can't nove away from W -- ny famly
fled the South. W are refugees. W got out of
there as quick as we coul d.

| think that the solution, however,
is going to be in Harlem of all places, where
Harl em created the chair of Agriculture years ago
in the federal -- it turned out to be a black
eye, a fellow naned Adam Cl ayton Powel|l. He did
somet hi ng, becanme chair of Agriculture. Harlem
agriculture? He created food stanps, one of the
smartest systens that has ever been devi sed.

Geat for the farmer. Geat for people who eat.
It's one of the smartest things.

Wiy can't we be this smart? Wy
must this be a problemthat can't be sol ved or
nmust be solved with a big winner and a big | oser?
Wiy can't we figure out sone way that everybody
could learn and eat and that the farmworkers can
get a decent pay?

Sir -- M. President, I'mtrying to
respect it. I'mvoting yes, but |I'murging us,
can we be smart instead of stupid? Wy don't we
all wn?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Sanders to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senat or Funke to explain his vote.
SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, to walk in soneone el se's
shoes is sonmething that we do in this body each
and every day. But not one set, you have to wal k
in two sets of shoes. And if you don't, then you
have a personal agenda.

| may be one of the only people here
that has a trenmendous respect for farmwrkers and
farmers because |'m probably one of the few that
grew up on a famly farm picking vegetables. M
brothers and | knew t he nmeani ng of hard work,
what it took to plant and hoe and pick. And
sell. 1'Il never regret it. W saw too nuch
rain and not enough rain. And we saw it w pe out
all the investnent and the hard work and any
profit that went with it. The weather. What can
you do?

| can renenber driving a truck to
Ol eans County from Genesee County to buy fruit
to resell at our roadside stand, and trading
stories with those who worked in the orchards
there. W traded stories about what was rougher,

pi cki ng appl es or picking up potatoes |like | did.
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Sol get it. And I didn't get a
choi ce whether to work ny dad's farmor not. |
knew the rules going in. M father thought it
was fam |y fun.

Agriculture is our top econonic
engi ne in upstate New York, but this bill takes
direct aimat the future viability of that
i ndustry. Not one farnmer, not one worker | spoke
to was in favor of this bill. And the
Agriculture chair would have known that if she
had taken nmy suggestion and actually held a
hearing up in Western New York, in the Finger
Lakes. In Wayne County, the height of apple
country in this state.

You know who was in favor? People
who have never picked an ear of corn, never
pi cked an apple, never mlked a cow.

Hi gh taxes and regul ati ons have
al ready deci mated the manufacturing base upstate.
Now you're taking aimat farmers. And what's
next ?

This has been a historically bad
session for upstate New York. Passing this farm
| abor bill really is the icing on the cake for

us. | vote no.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Funke to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Montgonery to expl ain her
vot e.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,

M. President.

| just want to especially conplinent
Senat or Ranpbs. And as she is speaking, |'m
rem nded that today is Juneteenth. And
Juneteenth represents a day on the cal endar when
African- Aneri cans, bl ack people, found out that
t he emanci pation had freed them from sl avery.
These were people in Texas, and they had been
hel d for over a year beyond the tinme that the
emanci pati on was actually signed so that they
could gather the crops. It wasn't conveni ent for
the farners.

And so follow ng that, there
proceeded to be a whole series of events that
defined Anerica at that tinme. And one of them
was convict | easing, which was a horrible thing
for black people in this country, and foll owed by
t he bl ack codes and followed by JimCrow. And
followed by the Cvil Rights Mowvenent. And |'m

t hi nki ng about all of that because | think how
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difficult it is, no matter how awful the system
is, it -- change is hard. And so that by the
time we got to the CGvil Rights Myvenent and
guess, before that, Brown v. Board of Education
of Topeka, it took the Arny, the national Arny,
the president calling in the arnmy for nine
children to be accepted into the high school, a
hi gh school, black children into a white high
school. And for one nman to get into Al abams,
James Meredith, it took the Arny.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mont gonery, we're approaching the two m nutes.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: So let ne just
say it is very, very hard when you' re doing
change. This is a change in how we treat people
who work on the farns. And yes, we know we want
to preserve the farners, we want to protect them
t hey make up a huge industry in the State of
New York. But yet we have to make this change.

You have brought us to this point --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: -- and | know
how hard it is. And | just want to say, for us,

we're crossing this difficult boundary, this
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difficult river --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mont gonery, how do you vote?

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: -- we're going
to do the right thing tonight.

And | say again, thanks to our

| eader. Thanks to this young woman who has

brought us -- to Senator Ranbs, who has brought
us to this point, thank you. | shall never
forget this nonment, like |I don't forget the other
nonents. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senat or Montgonery to be recorded in the
affirmative.
Senat or Anedore to explain his vote.
SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President, | rise to explain ny vote.
And | want to thank Senator Ranos
for recogni zi ng our nunber-one industry in
New York State. Qur agricultural industry is a
very unique industry. Those are the -- it's
uni que.
The 46th Senate District consists of
five counties -- sone whole, sone partial. And

in that five-county area, | represent nearly 1800
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farms. | can tell you that there's no harder
worker, no nore -- no one who is a nore dedicated
enpl oyer than a farnmer and a farmwrker. And we
owe them a great debt of gratitude for the hard
work that they have done. They love to farm
They I ove to be involved in this industry.

This bill tonight goes far deep in
trying to help the farmmorker. Matter of fact,
it's not going to. You see, a coin has two
sides. That's what nmakes a coin. You can't have
one side and the coin be valuable, you need both
sides of the coin. Qur farm needs both sides of
the coin. It needs the enployer, who is able to
pay the enpl oyee. The enpl oyee needs the job to
earn the wage. And they want to work at it.

Today, tonight, this coinis only
one-si ded, because it goes agai nst the enpl oyer
that can pay the enployee. And unfortunately, we
are not listening to the great outcry of this
i ndustry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Anmedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: The enpl oyees do
not want it, nor do the enployers.

And | will not support this bill.
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"Il vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Amedore to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Ranps for an
extraordinary job and her diligence,

Senat or Metzger, and all Senators who
participated in this.

W were up at a public hearing in
Sullivan County with Senator Jackson, Senator Liu
and others, and a farner fromny district. And
yes, | have probably not nearly as nmany farns as
sonme fol ks have, but | have a great deal of
agriculture in nmy district. And a farner was
speaki ng of the very econom c chal | enges that
have been di scussed tonight.

And after enunerating the economc
chal I enges, he stressed the need to pass this
bill, because this is about human rights, this is
about civil rights, this is about |abor rights.
And because there are market inequities that are

putting pressure on our farners, that does not
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mean we try to bal ance the fiscal equation on the
backs of the people doing the |abor.

Qur farnmers are in trouble, wthout
guestion. They face conpetition from California
that has three seasons, they face conpetition
from Canada t hat has price supports, they face
conpetition fromaround the world where we can
fly produce into our markets within 12 hours.
Those are the geopolitical forces that are
puni shing our farmers, and we don't bal ance the
equation on the civil rights, the human rights or
t he workers.

And | ook forward to working with
nmy col |l eagues. | heard good things about tax
credits and other incentives that we need to be
investing in our farnmers so that they conpete on
a level playing field, or a nearly |level playing
field. But we don't do it on the backs of the
fol ks who are doi ng the work.

| will vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sepul veda to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
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M. President, for allowing ne to explain ny
vote, with ny captain over here next to ne.

You know, the inconsistency in what
|"ve been hearing today in these discussions is
pal pable. So two nights ago we passed a bill
here called the Geen Light Bill that econom sts,
peopl e that know a | ot nore about the econony
than I do, have said would be a great econonic
propel l er for upstate New York. In fact, one of
nmy col |l eagues here used as an exanple to support
her argument against this bill an organization
call ed the New York State Vegetable G owers
Associ ation, the sanme organization that said that
the G een Light Bill would be a wonderful
econon ¢ boost for upstate New York

Real sinple, let me tell you about
my history with farmmorkers. | cone, ny famly
comes from Puerto Rico. People there are
natural -born citizens, for those of us who don't
know it. They were, in the '50s, flown, under
the prom se of a panacea, to work in farnms in
Hawaii and in Brentwood, in Long Island, in
eastern Long Island. And when they got there,
the exploitation that they suffered was

i ncredi bl e, was i nhunman.
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Look at California, the history of
farmwrkers there, with Cesar Chavez. Again, the
farmwrker was exploited. And it seens |ike
whenever you have a novenent to | evel the playing
field and give themdignity, it's always "let's
protect the farmer at the expense of those at the
| owest econom c strata,” and that is the
farmwrker. |t happens tine and tinme again.

Now | ook, farners are suffering

t oday, obviously. And | love farmers, especially
in an area where they produce the wines. | |ove
going there. But let's be real. The issue here

with farnms is federal policy. Right now you have
federal policy where our |eader is taxing other
countries' farmindustry, agricultural industry,
and not expecting retaliation. And they are
retaliating. And the federal governnent is
giving billions and billions of dollars in
subsidies to the big agricultural conpanies and
forgetting about the little farnms |ike you have
in upstate New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sepul veda, how do you vote?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Three things we

gave up. W agreed to no striking as a --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sepul veda, | amsorry, | apol ogize, but the
two-mnute limt has been reached. How do you
vot e, Senat or Sepul veda?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sepul veda in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you,
M. President.

When this bill would conme up in the
Assenbly, one of ny coll eagues, a Denocrat from
Staten Island, Matt Titone, who is now a judge,
woul d get up and explain that a yes vote on this
bill and you'd be accused, as a New York City
menber, of inposing your will on the Suffolk
County and upstate farns in New York; a no vote,
and you'd be accused of being a racist. And for
t hose interested, he would be the only New York
City Denocrat to vote against this bill when it
came up.

But it belies the point that this is
a difficult vote. Because on one hand, you do

have thousands of farms that are closing, that
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are goi ng bankrupt throughout this state in
recent years. And then, on the other hand, you
do have this very apparent problemthat
farmwrkers are denied sonme very basic
protections in this state.

| want to conplinment Senator Ranps
and Senator Metzger. | caught a glinpse of the
dozens if not hundreds of hours that they put
into this bill to get to this point, here in
Al bany and t hroughout the state.

And in large part what we have here
is areflection of really worthwhile conprom se.
And it even includes a benefit or two, sonme |ong
sought-after by farnmers, such as the elimnation
of unenpl oynment insurance for H 2A workers, the

unnecessary unenpl oynent insurance that's paid.

| will say this is not -- this vote
is not without some disconfort. | am concerned
about this wage board. But | will be watching it

i ke a hawk, because in statute, their
deci si on- maki ng nust be driven by the agriculture
sector's econom c indicators, and we all know
where those indicators are pointing.

That wage board shoul d not be

| onering to 60 --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis, how do you vote?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: | vote yes. |
conpliment my coll eagues Senat ors Ranbs and
Met zger. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Gllivan to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Just as agriculture is the state's
top industry, agriculture is the nunber-one
industry in nmy district. As a matter of fact, in
one of the four counties | represent, Wom ng
County, there's nore cows than people. And
little Wom ng County is nunber one in dairy
output in the state.

And all of this, statewide and in ny
district, these farners have been acconpli shing
this despite the inpedinents that we put in front
of them But you | ook at what's happened over
the last five years, we've heard of the nunber of
farnms that have closed. A nunber of them in ny

district included, have cl osed because of
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New York's i npedi nents, because of the increase
in the m nimumwage. And now we have a bill that
i nposes even nore nandates and costs on farnmers.

The farmfamlies that |
represent -- and |I've net with -- have great
respect for the people who they enploy. Like al
smal | busi nesses, they value their enpl oyees
commtment, work ethic, and the partnership it
takes to get the job done.

The agriculture workers in ny
district that | represent, their jobs are
conpetitive, and they're provided with many, nany
benefits.

Neither is asking for this
| egislation. In every case, they've spoken
agai nst it.

The bill isn't necessary. It
doesn't accurately reflect the needs of
farmwrkers or the needs of farmfamlies. And
at a time when New York State continues to be one
of the worst places in the country to do
busi ness, we shoul d not be inposing nore
obst acl es or unwor kabl e mandates on our farns.
The result will be devastating. Mre farns will

join the 2,000 that have already closed in
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New York State, and jobs will be |ost.

For these reasons, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gl livan to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATCOR JACKSON: M. President, |
rise in order to explain ny support for this
bill. 1'ma nenber of the Labor Conmttee, which
Jessica Ranpbs chairs, and | thank you, Jessica,
for your steadfastness in working on this.

But et me be quite frank to you.
It's shanmeful that New York State farmworkers
still work under Jim Crowera policies that do
not guarantee thembasic rights to a day of rest,
overtime pay, decent housing, and the ability to
forma union. And as soneone that has been a
| abor organi zer for a | abor union for two decades
nmyself, | truly believe in the rights of al
workers to collectively bargain over the
conditions of their enploynent.

| say to you that | had a chance to
attend a hearing up in Sullivan County with
Jessi ca Ranbs and Jen Metzger, and Rachel May did
one in SUNY Morrisville. And | heard the farners

|l oud and clear. The primary issue they tal ked
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about is the overtine. That was the primary
issue. And | said |loud and clear, no one wants
you to close your farm

And | say to all of you that we need
to working collectively as coll eagues to help
farmers, but we need to finally address the needs
of their workers. This legislation will finally
extend basic human rights to the farmwrkers to
guarantee them sonmething that Mari o Cuonmp's task
force first raised this issue over 27 years ago.
Farmers put food on our table. They are
essential to our collective well-being. Nowthis
body, the New York State Senate, is finally
passing a farmwrkers' bill which has been
pendi ng for decades.

Congratul ations to nmy col | eagues who
are voting yes. M. President, | vote
respectfully yes to the farmworkers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson under two m nutes, yes.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Seward to explain his vote

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,

M. President.
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You know, early in this session,
t hrough the words and deeds of sonme in this
chanber, New York State |ost the opportunity to
bring Amazon to New York State and with it 25, 000

new j obs. Now here we are in the closing hours

of the session, and through this bill that's
before us, the supporters of this bill are
killing off existing jobs and busi nesses by going

after our state's nunber-one industry,
agriculture.

This bill will be another crushing
bl ow for an already struggling sector of our
econony, and that is agriculture. You know, high
energy costs, low m Ik prices, never-ending
regul ati ons, property taxes, the |ist goes on.
And t hese are just some of the obstacles our
farmers deal with every single day.

And what has the Majority in this
house done this year to hel p? Nothing. The
Majority has only made it nore expensive for
farmers to do their job, deliver food to our
tables, and this bill will nake matters nuch,
much worse. U timately farmwrkers who you say
will be protected will wind up on the

unenpl oynment line or earning | ess noney, costing
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all New Yorkers.

You know, |ong work days are a way
of life on the farm There's no such thing as a
40- hour work week. The crops need to be
harvested, dairy cows need to be mlked. And
it's unfair to force our farners, who have to
deal with changi ng weat her conditions and many
ot her conditions that are beyond their control,
it's unfair to make themfollow the very
constricting and crushing guidelines included in
this bill.

New York farmers face already strict
regul ations and are subject to regul ar
i nspections by state and federal authorities.

Farm ng is a unique business and
nmust be treated as such --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Seward. Senator Seward, how do you vote?

SENATOR SEWARD: Pl ain and si npl e,
this bill will plow nore famly farnms under.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Seward, how do you vote?

SENATOR SEWARD: | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Seward to be recorded in the negative.
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Senat or May to explain her vote.
SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

A few weeks ago the state appellate
court ruled that farmworkers nust be allowed to
organize. This bill is not optional, this bil
i S necessary.

|'ve talked to a ot of farners in
my district, and they were terrified. They were
terrified of a 40-hour week. They were terrified
of the right to strike by their workers. But
this bill they say they can |live wth.

And | see this bill as a remarkabl e
achi evenent by Senator Ranbs, Senator Mt zger,
everyone who has worked on it, bringing together
so many voi ces and nmaking this a decision that
really hears and listens to the farnmers and al
of the voices.

| believe it is the best conprom se
we could have reached to honor our farmers and to
recogni ze the undeni able rights of the workers
who put our food on our tables, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Boyle to explain his vote.
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SENATCR BOYLE: M. President, to
explain ny vote.

Unli ke ny upstate colleagues, |
represent one farm |It's the best farmin the
State of New York, but it's just one.

Wien | first cane to Al bany nany
years ago, | started to |earn about this and the
unjust position that farmwrkers are put in, not
having | abor rights. |1 was shocked at that. Wo
came up with the idea of exenpting thenf

| have al ways supported this

| egislation. |[|'ve been a cosponsor, | support
| abor rights for farmwrkers, | support a day
off, | support overtine pay. W wouldn't? And

| went to the hearing down on Long Island. And
as many of us, we listened to conproni ses.
Ri ght ? Someone on the panel asked, What about
overtinme after 60 hours? And the workers were
shaki ng their heads and the farmers were shaking
their heads, and I was |ike, Ckay, we got a
conprom se, that sounds -- | think there's a
conprom se here

Canme back up here and | heard there
was a conprom se. Geat. |'ve been a supporter

of this bill for many years, and there's a
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conprom se. Just very, very recently | heard
about this new provision, though, on the wage
board. It worries me. Once again, we're
abdi cating our duties and responsibilities as
| egi sl ators to an unseen, unknown body.

If we want to change this |aw, we
should bring it back here. Senator Ranbs, | give
you the greatest credit for working on this bill.
Take out the wage board, and you have ny vote.

But | have to vote no on this one.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Boyle to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Serino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President.

| think nmy coll eagues really covered
a |l ot about the concerns that we have for our
farmers. To those that are losing their farms,
it's devastating. But there's another conponent
tothis. In the Hudson Valley we've seen a
renewed interest in young people buying farnms.

In fact, over the summrer we have our Dutchess
County Fair, and we have an Ag Day where our
el ected officials get together with their

farmers. There were so many young peopl e there
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t hat were noving back to the Hudson Valley to
take over their famly farnms. You're going to
rob them of the opportunity to continue this

i mportant tradition.

Public hearings are great, but the
farmers and workers in nmy conmmunity don't have a
day to dedicate to sit in a hearing roomto beg
you not to nake these changes, only for you to do
it anyway. Too nmany of themw |l find out about
t hese drastic changes after this passes tonight
because they are busy trying to keep their heads
above water. Albany lives in a bubble, and this
is just another perfect exanple.

Thank you. | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serino to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

M. President and ny col | eagues, you
probably know, if you' ve been here for a while
like nme -- and it's a very real source of pride
for nyself and you. | wish | had brought it with
me. And for those new nmenbers here, it's a

little silver plate. And when you first cone
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here, if you show your support for farners and
farmwor kers and show an under st andi ng of the
i mportance of our agriculture, you'll get that
little plate on a plaque. And you put that
pl aque on your wall.

When that plate gets full over the

years, you know you've been hel ping farners and

the Farm Bureau. Wen it gets full, you get the
little plate -- they don't give you anot her

pl aque -- and you put that -- | put ny plates --
if you go to the offices, you'll see it right in

front of nmy plaque on the shelves. That
desi gnation, which is such a source of pride for
me, is the Crcle of Friends.

|"mgoing to vote no today because |
want to keep up ny record as being a Circle of
Friends for the Farm Bureau, farmers, and get
that designation. But there's going to be a new
designation today. It's for those people who
vote yes. You are now going to be the Circle of
Enemies for farms in New York State. And that's
a designation you don't really want to have.

M. President, 1'mgoing to be
voti ng no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Tedi sco in the negative.

Senator Benjamn to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thank you,

M. President.

Very sinply, farmwrkers deserve the
sanme | abor rights as everyone else. To ne, it's
very sinpl e.

But I want to spend ny tinme talking
about two people really quickly, because |I know
only have two mnutes. One, | want to tal k about
the | eadership of Jessica Ranpbs. Jessica Ranos
has conme to the Senate and she has been
I ion-focused on nmaking sure that those who are
mar gi nal i zed get the support. And that is why an
intern fromher office al nost bl ocked me from
getting to her because she was so concerned about
maki ng sure that Jessica was protected. And she
tal ked to ne about how Jessica represents
something for her famly. And | was just so
proud to know that | could be a colleague with
someone who inspires so many young people to be
t he greatest.

And | also want to give credit to

Jen Metzger. Senator Metzger has taken a very
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hard vote. She's show ng enornous political
courage because she's doing what's right. She's
putting policy over politics.

And for that, | tip ny hat to both
Jessica Ranbs and to Jen Metzger, and | proudly
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Benjamin to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Antonacci to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Thank you,
M. President.

| too would like to thank the
sponsor for traveling up to upstate New York. |
know t hat she did not phone her duties in.

But you know, |'ve been here six
nont hs now, and you never hear about solving a
probl em wi th good, ol d-fashioned capitalism or
the free market. Bad words.

But I'"'ma proud UAW-- |'mthe proud
son of a UAW nenber of 42 years. W |ost 4,000
jobs in Syracuse, New York -- not because of the
union, and | certainly believe in the right to
organi ze. But | think here we have governnent

intervention, and | think it's just a little bit
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t oo nuch.

As an attorney, | represented dairy
processors for al nost 25 years. | understand the
conpetitive di sadvantage of our agricultural
mar ket. | understand how tough it is to conpete
with places |ike Canada and even Pennsylvania to
our south. | think that this is an overreach.

My nunber-one problemw th this bill
is the wage board. | don't think it's going to
do what is intended by the sponsor and this
legislation. So | will be in the negative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ant onacci to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: There's
confusi on between Stavisky and Kam nsky.

| too want to thank Senator Ranos
for her |eadership and for taking charge of this
i ssue. She and Senator Metzger -- and Senator
Met zger | think has done an outstanding job al so
as chair of the Agriculture Commttee. But
toget her, there was a nunber of hearings, and I

attended the one in Smthtown. And | sat there
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and said to nyself, This is the new Senate.
These are the folks who are going to lead us in
the 21st century, and we can be very proud of
what so many of our new nenbers have done.

W said it earlier, but to
Senat or Metzger and Senat or Ranps, we thank you
for what you did. And that Smthtown hearing was
extrenely interesting. W sat there and |istened
to both the Farm Bureau, the farmowners and the
wor kers, and |I'mdelighted that we have an
agreenent this evening. So congratul ations.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, Senator
Ranos to cl ose.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

| find it conpletely and utterly
serendi pitous that we're voting on the
Far mwor kers Fair Labor Practices Act on
Juneteenth. As was nentioned previously, it's a

cel ebration, a commenoration of when the Uni on
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Arny marched into Texas to let the | ast group of
sl aves know that they were indeed free. It took
si x nont hs.

And today we're letting farmwrkers
know in New York State that they're finally
recogni zed as human bei ngs under the Labor Law,
and they are entitled to the very sane
protections and benefits that every other worker
in New York is given

I"mtrying nmy best not to get too
enotional in understanding how historic of a
nmoment this is for all of us. | think that we
did our best in addressing the concerns that were
presented before us at the hearings. W heard
about the 60 hours being a nagi c nunmber for
overtime pay. W heard how a strike provision
woul d really hurt the agricultural industry,
particularly during harvest time, which is why
| "' m guessing ny coll eagues from across the aisle
didn't bring it up during debate.

But nevertheless, | think that what
we're doing is putting nore noney -- and tine --
in the pockets of workers. And | really do
believe that in creating nore disposable incone,

we are decentralizing wealth and hel pi ng peopl e
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really contribute to the econony in a greater
way. And like |I nentioned before, now that
they'Il be able to drive around, these won't be
such isol ated pl aces anynore.

| want to thank a series of people,
and of course every single one of ny coll eagues,
even those who are voting no today.

But | want to thank Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, our Majority Leader, and her
team nanely Shontell Smith, Eric Katz, Lonnie
Threatte, Elizabeth Robins, and Andrew Col dston,
nmy good friend of nmany years, for hel ping us
usher this bill through.

My team who as you can i magi ne and
many of you know, for a Queens girl who doesn't
drive, getting around upstate where the MIA does
not exist isn't exactly easy. So to ny
| egi sl ature director, Samant ha Acevedo, who's
behind ne; Tarik Coles -- and I'mgoing to get in
troubl e because I'mnot going to get to nmention
everyone, in the interests of tine -- but Laura
Rubi o, Julia Arredondo. M entire staff hel ped
me travel across the counties, across the nany
regions in New York where we visited nore than a

dozen farms in many of the Republican districts
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represented in this State Senate. So |'mvery
t hankful to them

| " mthankful to the |eadership of
the AFL-CIO -- Mario Cilento, Mke Neidl. I'm
deeply appreciative to the other Queens half of
this equation, Assenbl ywonman Cathy Nolan. But |
al so want to thank Reverend Wtt and José Chapa
fromthe Rural & Mgrant Mnistry. The New York
Cvil Liberties Union.

| want to thank nmy partners in
justice, Senators Metzger, May, Martinez, and the
pri me cosponsor of this bill, Senator Jackson.
Uncle Bob, |I love you. You're even taking video
right now, aren't you?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RAMCS: | want to thank
Senat or Ranzenhofer for being the only Republican
toinvite me to his district. And | want to
t hank Senat or Boyl e for being the only Republican
to come to a hearing. That really did, | think
make a difference. Despite us having a few RSVPs
at the other hearings, unfortunately those
Senat ors never showed up

And so with that -- sonme other folks

bei ng the Hi spani c Federation; Kerry Kennedy, who
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has been amazi ng throughout this whol e struggle
for parity, for justice. And | know M chael
Aronson fromthe Daily News is also up in the
gal l ery, who has hel ped us really garner public
di scourse and understand how dire it is that we
pass this bill.

You know, Cesar Chavez and Dol ores
Huerta 50 years ago -- nore than 50 years ago
started this national novenent to recognize
wor kers -- who were mainly black, mainly
Mexi can -- whether it was through sharecropping
or the braceros program And I'mnot going to
get into a history |esson, but recognizing the
humanity and the dignity of all work is very,
very inportant.

And I"'mat a loss for words tonight,
because just so nuch work went into this bill.
And not just on ny behal f, but from many ot her
Senat ors and many other activists and peopl e.
And tonight | just want to dedicate my vote in
the affirmative to the greatest farner | have
ever known, who is ny grandfather, Jorge Julio
Londofio, a coffee farnmer from Col onbi a.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Fl anagan to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| listened intently to the debate
and to the cooments fromall of ny coll eagues,
i ncluding extolling the virtues of a numnber of
the nenbers of the Majority.

Senator Patty Ritchie chaired the
Agriculture Cormittee for eight years. Senator
Rob Ortt is the ranking Republican on that
committee right now 1'Il match their talent,
their experience, their stick-to-it-iveness and
t heir know edge on these issues with anybody,
Denocratic or Republican, Assenbly or Senate.

For many, many years, since we're
bringing up history -- many, nany years -- the
New York State Senate Republican Conference
pronoted agriculture far nore than anyone el se.
Virtually every single year we woul d see budget
cuts, we woul d see one-house budgets, the
Assenbly woul d do nothing. The Senate woul d put
all the noney back in and pronote prograns

i nvol ving agricul ture.
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So there's been a | ot of work done
in recognition. And | have to say the only area
in state governnment, in my opinion, where the
rate of return is higher than with libraries --
every dollar we put into libraries, the returnis
exponential. But it pales in conparison to what
we put into agriculture and what we get back. In
reality, what we invest in ternms of state tax
dollars is really a pittance. And yet, God,

t hese peopl e produce and nake all of our lives
better every single day.

| don't know exactly how many farns
| have in ny district because if | have -- |
don't have a lot. WMaybe a handful. But | have
travel ed, and I have |listened to ny coll eagues,
havi ng nade sone visits -- | nade sone visits.

It doesn't make ne a savant, it doesn't nake ne
an expert, it doesn't make ne anythi ng speci al .

| was treated graciously and courteously and
every place | went, | was |like, Mn, these people
work hard. You just nmeet them you shake their
hands, you | ook at them-- they are the

har dest - wor ki ng group of people |'ve ever net.
And by that |I'mnmeaning the farnmers and the

farmers' enpl oyees. Everybody, w thout
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exception.

Now, Senator Savino, | did not have
the luxury of having a cow lick the back of ny
head or what ever happened to you. But | did
visit a dairy farmwith Senator Ritchie in her
district. I'mstill in awe that these cows ate
110 pounds of food a day and drank 50 gal |l ons of
water. | distinctly remenber visiting and the
| earning fromthat experience. But |istening
very, very carefully to ny coll eagues.

Now, Senator Savino nentioned ny

name. | was the sponsor of the farmwrkers bill.
One of ny colleagues said to nme, "It mght be a
good idea if you took this bill." Wwoa. Man

did | learn alot. And at the tinme, here was the

order: Day of rest, overtine, and collective
bargai ning. Day of rest was the easiest and yet
it was al npost insurmountable in and of itself.

So that was the order at the tinme.
Agai n, day of rest, overtine, collective
bargaining. And | actually tried to work to
potentially get sonething done. And at that tine
we came close to a day of rest. W didn't cone
close to overtinme, we didn't conme close to

col | ective bargai ni ng.
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And | do know the last tinme the
Denocrats were in charge, they didn't do a bil
like this. They didn't do it because they didn't
have the votes. Just didn't have the votes.
That shows you how tough the issue was then and
how tough it is now.

So | had a good education, even
t hough I have a handful of farns in ny district.

The real thing | want to focus on --
and | truly want to conplinment my coll eagues who
asked very pertinent, very probing questions as
representatives of their districts, and they did
a superb job. And by the way, it's not isolated
to tonight or last week or a year ago. |It's
career-long for the people who are invol ved.

| want to tal k about the wage board.

And this is something | actually feel like I know
as much about as anybody in this room | was
intimately involved -- along with a | ot of

people, but | was intimately involved in the wage
board i nvol ving the m ni nrum wage.

A wage board scares the hell out of
me. It scares the hell out of nme because | saw
exactly what happened on nmi ni rum wage. The

Governor put together the fast food wage board
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{snapping fingers} like that. They came up with
a decision lickety-split.

| didn't like this decision. A lot
of people didn't like the decision. And it
foisted public policy in areas of the state that
created sone di al ogue on the m ni rum wage. But
here's the real point. Wen we negotiated
m ni mum wage, to be clear, part of that agreenent
was that the actions previously taken by the wage
board were to go away. They were to go away, and
not hi ng el se was to happen until -- on any action
by a wage board until the m ni mumwage was fully
i mpl enent ed.

Ladi es and gentlenen, that didn't
happen. They broke their word, and that
commtrment was not net. And that was big. That
was big. Because it separated two cl asses of
workers here in the State of New York. |
remenber com ng back to my col |l eagues in our
conference and these questions were raised, and |
couldn't say to them yes, the admnistration
kept their word. Yes, the wage board rescinded
the actions that they had previously taken based
on an agreenent.

| have grave concerns and trenmendous
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apprehensi on that the people in this -- not the
people in this room | don't have to agree with
anyone in ternms of everything or anything that

t hey advocate. But that wage board, they can do
what ever the heck they want. And the way this is
structured | think that is exactly, exactly what
is going to happen. And in that respect, | do
not believe that that will be in the best
interests of the people that nany of ny

col | eagues represent.

You know, when | |isten to sonebody
like a M ke Ranzenhofer or a Patty Ritchie or a
D ane Savino or Senator Ranps, if things are
going well in each your respective districts,
that's good for me. That's good for the people |
represent. |'m|looking at Shelley Mayer. |If
things are going well in the educational area in
your district, that's good for me and for
everyone el se.

So we all take these things
seriously. M overarching concern is with this
wage board. | think they have the great
potential to act ultra-virus and conme up with
public policy that will be del eterious and

detrinental, not only in the short termbut the
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| ong term

M. President, thank you for the
i ndul gence. | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fl anagan to be recorded in the negative.

Majority Leader Andrea
St ewart - Cousins to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

Once again we stand here doing
somet hing that, as ny good col | eague Senat or
Fl anagan said, we've been trying to do for a
m ghty long tine. The charge of naking sure that
peopl e had respect and dignity at work, overtine,
maki ng sure that the farmwrkers and the farners
and the farnms thrive has been begged by so nany
for so long, com ng year after year to this
chanber, asking if you can't do everything,
pl ease do sonet hi ng.

And as people tried year after
year -- and again, we look up in the gallery, the
sane faces for decades who canme and said, Please,
how about a bat hroon? How about a day off?
Those sane things that Senator Flanagan

nmenti oned, today we are still tal king about in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

7029

this chanber. And that's why we have to act.
That's why sonmething has to -- you know, we can't
keep havi ng the sane conversations, know ng that
there's sonething we could do.

And that's why | was so happy when
Senat or Ranps, who has a bi g background in | abor,
j oi ned Senator Metzger, who understands
agriculture, and decided that it was really,
really inperative to engage in this issue so that
we don't keep the treadm || continually recycling
t he same issues.

And | told her she had to trave
wide and talk to a | ot of people and figure out a
l[ittle bit nore. And she was so excited. And
you know how sonetines you get you think that
sonmebody has al ready figured out the answer
because they al ready know certain things? I
didn't know because she was new whet her or not
she was this person who had al ready kind of
figured it out and was just going to go through
the notions. But that's not who she is. She
deci ded that she was just going to throw herself
into maki ng this make sense.

And here we are. Here we are.

W' ve noved the ball forward. W have deci ded
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that as we find ways to support our farns and our
farmers, we can also find ways to support the
peopl e who work the farm

And we don't want to go through the
hi story, but we know the history. There were
certain people who never deserved to get paid,
never deserved to have rest, never deserved to be
able to enjoy the fruits of their |abor. W know
that history. But this is a history-nmaking
chanber, and we cane to nmake sone different
history. And that's what we're doing.

And | understand why one woul d be
concerned about, you know, things that are
di fferent and changed. And whether you're
worri ed about wage boards and how that works, and
we have spent so nuch tine -- and | give credit
also to the AFL-CI O, who cane to the table.
Because, you know, they wanted a | ot of different
things. And so there was novenent everywhere,
novenment everywhere to get to this place.

And because we're at this place,
think you all know by now, we don't just do
sonmet hing and wal k awnay. W don't have a -- this
is not, you know, Farm Day and then we won't

visit it again. W will pay attention, because
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we understand farns equal food and we understand
that food is our sustenance, that's what nakes it
all go. Nobody is trying not to support farns.
Nobody is trying not to support farmworkers.

And | know that ny col | eagues across
the aisle will work with us to make sure that
this nmoment of change is a change that will be
impactful in a positive way. And as we work
together, we will make sure to do nore to protect
our farnms and our farners and, yes, the
f ar mvor kers.

So | want to thank Ms. Ranps.
want to thank Senator Metzger, who will never |et
us ignore agriculture and farming. And | want to
t hank ny col | eagues agai n who are changi ng,
changing things for the better for the peopl e of
New York and the way they grow food and how t he
peopl e who grow them get to work

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1664, those Senators voting in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

7032

t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Boyle, Flanagan, Funke, @Gallivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle,
Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie,
Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

(Cheers; extended standing ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris, that conpletes the reading of the
controversial cal endar.

Order in the chanber, please.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

M. President, | believe there are a
series of privileged resolutions at the desk.
Can we pl ease take them up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2139, by Senator Stewart-Cousins --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Excuse
nme. Sone order in the chanber, please.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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2139, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for certain appropriations for the 2019-2020
state fiscal year for additional grants-in-aid to
certain school districts, public libraries, and
not-for-profit instruction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 2140, by Senator Stewart-Cousins,
establishing a plan setting forth an item zed
list of grantees for a certain appropriation for
t he 2019-2020 state fiscal year for the Ofice
for New Anericans for additional expenses and
services related to progranms whi ch assi st
non-citi zens.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2141, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2019-2020
state fiscal year for grants-in-aid for drug,

vi ol ence, and crine control and prevention
progr ans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

resol ution is adopt ed.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

7035

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 2142, by Senator Stewart-Cousins,
establishing a plan setting forth a net hodol ogy
for allocating certain appropriations for the
2019- 2020 state fiscal year for services and
expenses related to wonen's health issues.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 2143, by Senator Stewart-Cousins,
establishing a plan setting forth a net hodol ogy
for allocating certain appropriations for the
2019- 2020 state fiscal year for services and
expenses related to public health prograns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 2144, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, anending
Senat e Resolution 5912 of 2018 establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for the New York State Econom c Devel opnent
Assi stance Program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: kay,
M. President, at this time we're going to break
for respective party conferences.

So there will be an i nmmedi ate
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Denocratic Conference in Room 332, but | do want
to notify everyone that there will be a

Rules Commttee neeting at 11:00 p.m in

Room 332.

So pl ease make those announcenents,
and recogni ze Senator Giffo for an announcenent
on his side of the aisle.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Denocratic Conference in Room 332, followed by a
Rul es Commttee nmeeting at 11:00 p. m

Senator Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Republ i can Conference in Room 315.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: | nredi at e
neeti ng of the Republican Conference in Room 315.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 9:58 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
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11: 23 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we return to reports of standing commttees.

| believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is areport of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 1073A, by Senator
Rivera, an act to anend the Public Health Law

Senate Print 1733, by
Senat or Jacobs, an act to anmend the General
Muni ci pal Law,

Senate Print 1765, by Senator Ott,
an act to anmend the Tax Law

Senate Print 1944A, by Senator
Little, an act to amend the Real Property Law,

Senate Print 2080, by Senator Ott,

an act to anend the Tax Law,
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Senate Print 2503, by
Senat or Hel m ng, an act to amend the Tax Law and
t he Social Services Law

Senate Print 2634, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to anmend the
Publ i ¢ Housi ng Law;

Senate Print 2682, by Senator Mayer,
an act related to establishing the Fl ood
Mtigation and Prevention Task Force;

Senate Print 2826, by Senator Ott,
an act to anmend the Tax Law

Senate Print 2836C, by
Senat or Savi no, an act to anmend the
Donestic Rel ations Law and the Fam |y Court Act;

Senate Print 3191, by Senator
Kennedy, an act to anend the Labor Law;

Senate Print 3659, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
Retirement and Social Security Law,

Senate Print 3686B, by Senator
Bi aggi, an act to amend the Banki ng Law,

Senate Print 3759, by
Senat or Kennedy, an act to authorize the w dow of
Wl liam Janes M ddl ebrooks to file a retirenent

option election form
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Senate Print 3887A, by
Senat or Stavi sky, an act to anend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 4040A, by
Senator LaValle, an act to anend the Town Law and
t he Tax Law,
Senate Print 4083A, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to amend the Town Law
Senate Print 4423, by
Senat or Robach, an act to anmend the Public Health
Law, the Tax Law, and the State Finance Law,
Senate Print 4629A, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
Real Property Law,
Senate Print 4637A, by
Senat or Mont gonery, an act to anend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 4827B, by Senator
Thomas, an act to anmend the Civil Practice Law
and Rul es and the Judiciary Law,
Senate Print 5073A, by
Senat or Mayer, an act to amend the Education Law,
Senate Print 5150B, by Senator
Har ckham an act to anmend the Public Health Law
Senate Print 5180A, by
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Senat or Mayer, an act to amend the El ection Law
Senate Print 5211A, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the Lien Law,
Senate Print 5254A, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 5484B, by
Senator O Mara, an act to anend the H ghway Law;
Senate Print 5667A, by
Senat or Thonas, an act to authorize the assessor
of the County of Nassau to accept an application
for exenption fromreal property taxes;
Senate Print 5698A, by Senator My,
an act to amend the County Law and the Tax Law,
Senate Print 5828A, by Senator
Serino, an act to anend the Executive Law,
Senate Print 5898D, by
Senat or Gaughran, an act to anend the Retirenent
and Social Security Law
Senate Print 5918A, by
Senator Conrie, an act to amend the Tax Law
Senate Print 5958, by Senator My,
an act to anmend the El der Law,
Senate Print 6012A, by

Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the Vehicle and
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Traffic Law

Senate Print 6013, by

Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the Penal Law,

Senate Print 6081, by

Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the

CGeneral Obligations Law

Senate Print 6212A, by Senator

Kennedy, an act to anend the |Insurance Law;

Senate Print 6213A, by

Senat or Jordan, an act to anend the H ghway Law;

Senate Print 6219A, by

Senat or Benjam n, an act to anend the

Real Property Tax Law,

Senate Print 6265A, by

Senator G anaris, an act to anmend the Labor Law

Senate Print 6301, by

Senat or Sanders, an act to anmend the Public

Aut horiti es Law,

Senate Print 6306, by

Senator Little, an act to anend the County Law,

Senate Print 6324, by

Senat or Gounardes, an act to anend the

Real Property Tax Law,

Senate Print 6326, by

Senator Parker, an act to anmend the Public
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Service Law,

Senate Print 6345, by Senator
Ritchie, an act to anmend the Public Oficers Law,

Senate Print 6367, by Senator
Gounardes, an act to amend Chapter 504 of the
Laws of 2009;

Senate Print 6412, by Senator
Kavanagh, an act to amend the Public Housing Law,

Senate Print 6420, by Senator
Seward, an act relating to the m scal cul ati on of
benefits paid to Katherine Sweeney;

Senate Print 6442, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to amend the Chapter 239
of the Laws of 1995;

Senate Print 6444, by
Senat or Thomas, an act to anend the County Law
and the New York City Charter;

Senate Print 6511, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anend the Real Property
Tax Law,

Senate Print 6552, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;

Senate Print 6566, by Senator

Kavanagh, an act to amend the Hudson Park Act;
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Senate Print 6588B, by Senator
Brooks, an act authorizing the Conmm ssioner of
Education to appoint a nonitor to oversee the
Wandanch Uni on Free School District; and

Senate Print 6593, by Senator
Gl livan, an act to anend the County Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Rul es Commttee report is accepted.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we pl ease take up the readi ng of Suppl enental
Cal endar 59B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1751, Senate Print 1073A, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1751, those recorded in the
negati ve are Senators Amedore, Antonacci, Boyle,
Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach and Seward.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1752, Senate Print 1733, by Senator Jacobs, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ortt noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2163 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1765, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1753.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1753, Assenbly Print Nunmber 2163, by
Assenbl ynenber Morinello, an act to anend the
Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of the
nmont h next succeeding the date on which it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1753, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Antonacci, Brooks,
Gaughran, Harckham Hel m ng, Jacobs, Kapl an,

Lanza, Martinez, Metzger, Serino, Skoufis and

Thonas.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Little
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1569A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1944A, Third Readi ng
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Cal endar 1754.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1754, Assenbly Print Nunmber 1569A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Jones, an act to anend the Rea
Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ortt noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2236 and substitute it for
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the identical Senate Bill 2080, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1755.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1755, Assenbly Print Nunmber 2236, by
Assenbl ynenber Norris, an act to amend the
Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1755, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Antonacci, Brooks,
Gaughran, Giffo, Harckham Hel m ng, Jacobs,
Kapl an, Lanza, Martinez, Metzger, O Mara, Serino,
Skoufis, Tedisco and Thonas.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 16.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hel m ng
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2456 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 2503, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1756.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1756, Assenbly Print Number 2456, by
Assenbl ynmenber Sol ages, an act to anend the
Tax Law and the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1756, voting in the negative:
Senat or Ant onacci .

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1757, Senate Print 2634, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Public Housing Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1757, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Antonacci, Giffo, Helm ng, Jacobs, Jordan,
Kennedy, Lanza, LaValle, Martinez, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhof er, Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 16.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

7052

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer noves
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly
Bill Nunber 7456A and substitute it for the
i dentical Senate Bill Number 2682, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1758.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1758, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7456A, by
Assenbl ynenber Qtis, an act relating to
establishing the Flood Mtigation and Prevention
Task Force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1758, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ortt noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3271 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 2826, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1759.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1759, Assenbly Print Nunmber 3271, by
Assenbl ynenber Morinello, an act to anend the
Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of the
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nmont h next succeeding the date on which it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1759, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Antonacci, Brooks,
Gaughran, Harckham Hel m ng, Jacobs, Kapl an,
Lanza, LaValle, Martinez, Metzger, O Mara,
Skoufis, Tedisco and Thonas.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1760, Senate Print 2836C, by Senator Savino, an
act to anend the Donmestic Rel ations Law and the
Fam |y Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1761, Senate Print 3191, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1761, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Flanagan, Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
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Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.
Al so Senator Ritchie and Senator Funke.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or CGounar des
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5940 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 3659, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1762.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1762, Assenbly Print Number 5940, by
Assenbl ynenber Abbate, an act to amend the
Retirement and Social Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1763, Senate Print 3686B, by Senator Biaggi, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1764, Senate Print 3759, by Senator Kennedy, an
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act to authorize the wi dow of WIIliam Janes
M ddl ebrooks to file a retirenent option el ection
form

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1765, Senate Print 3887A, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Septenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1765, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Boyle, Flanagan, Funke, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer and Tedi sco. Also
Senator Gallivan. Also Senator Serino.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator LaValle
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4941B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 4040A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1766.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1766, Assenbly Print Nunmber 4941B, by

Assenbl ynenber Thiele, an act to amend the
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Town Law and the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1766, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Ant onacci, Brooks, Gaughran, Hel m ng, Jacobs,
Jordan, Kapl an, Kennedy, Lanza, Martinez, O Mara,
Ranzenhofer, Serino, Skoufis, Tedisco and Thonas.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or CGounar des
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5821A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 4083A, Third
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Readi ng Cal endar 1767.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1767, Assenbly Print Nunmber 5821A, by
Assenbl ynenber Abbate, an act to amend the
Town Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1767, those Senators voting in

t he negative are Senators Antonacci, Giffo and

Lanza.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Robach
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4481 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 4423, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1768.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1768, Assenbly Print Number 4481, by
Assenbl ynenber Cusick, an act to amend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1769, Senate Print 4629A, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mont gonery
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 2957A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 4637A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1770.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1770, Assenbly Print Nunmber 2957A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Ri chardson, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: O der
in the chanber, please.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1771, Senate Print 4827B, by Senator Thomas, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es and
t he Judiciary Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
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asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1772, Senate Print 5073A, by Senator Mayer, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1772, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Antonacci,
Boyl e, Flanagan, Giffo, Jordan, Lanza, LaVall e,
O vara, Ott, Rtchie, Serino, Seward and
Tedi sco. Al so Senator Funke.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1773, Senate Print 5150B, by Senator Harckham an

act to anmend the Public Health Law
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de for the day.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on El ections,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5219 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 5180A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1774.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1774, Assenbly Print Number 5219, by
Assenbl ynmenber Gal ef, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1774, voting in the negative:
Senat or Hel m ng.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1775, Senate Print 5211A, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the Lien Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senator Breslin
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8091 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 5254A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1776.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1776, Assenbly Print Number 8091, by
Assenbl ynmenber Magnarelli, an act to anmend the
Real Property Tax Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de for the day.

Cal endar 1777 is high and will be
| ai d aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1778, Senate Print 5667A, by Senator Thomas, an
act to authorize the assessor of the County of
Nassau to accept an application for exenption
fromreal property taxes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1778, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci and O Mara.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1779, Senate Print 5698A, by Senator May, an act
to anend the County Law and the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1779, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Antonacci,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, Martinez, O Mara,
Ott, Serino and Tedisco. Also Senator Anedore.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Serino
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 6571A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 5828A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1780.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1780, Assenbly Print Nunmber 6571A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Gal ef, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1781, Senate Print 5918A, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1781, voting in the negative:
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Senat or LaVal l e.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or May noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7593 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 5958, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1782.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1782, Assenbly Print Number 7593, by
Assenbl ynmenber Bronson, an act to anend the
El der Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1782, voting in the negative:
Senat or LaVal l e.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1783, Senate Print 6012A, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| appreciate the support of ny
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col | eagues that has been shown for this inportant
| egi slation that closes a major |oophole and
protects sonme of our nost visible public

enpl oyees.

Many riders of nmass transit know
that it's a felony to assault a transit worker.
It's posted in buses and on trains across the
state. But several incidents have revealed a
significant gap in the law, including an attack
on an MTIA plunber at a subway station |ast year.
The enpl oyee in question is a nmaintenance
supervi sor, and when he was assaulted, the | aw
did not apply to his attacker.

It's wong, and it needs to be
fixed. This is an easy fix for us here tonight.
This | egislation amends the Penal Law and adds
supervi sory enployees of a transit systemto the
list of individuals protected under assault in
t he second degr ee.

This provides these individuals with
the sane protections offered to train and bus
operators, ticket inspectors, conductors, signal
persons, station agents, station cleaners and
term nal cl eaners.

VWhet her one works for the NFTA in
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Buffalo, the Centro in Syracuse, or the MIA in
New York, they deserve to be able to do their job
wi t hout worrying about their safety.

It's the right thing to do --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: O der
in the chanber, please.

SENATOR KENNEDY: -- and | want to
t hank ny col | eagues for their support here
t oni ght .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: O der
in the chanber, please.

Senat or Kennedy, conti nue.

SENATCR KENNEDY: M. President, |
t hank Leader Stewart-Cousins for bringing this to
the floor, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1783, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Antonacci, Boyl e,
Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, LaValle, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchie, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 16.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1784, Senate Print 6013, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1784, those Senators voting in
the negative are Senators Little and Mont gonery.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1785, Senate Print 6081, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anend the CGeneral Obligations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 31st of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1785, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Amedore, Antonacci,
Boyl e, Breslin, Funke, @Gllivan, Gaughran,
Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Lanza, LaValle, O Mara,

Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kennedy
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 670A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6212A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1786.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1786, Assenbly Print Number 670A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Bronson, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1787, Senate Print 6213A, by Senator Jordan, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1790, Senate Print 6301, by Senator Sanders, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Little
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8109 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6306, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1791.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Substitution so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1791, Assenbly Print Number 8109, by
Assenbl ynenber Wberner, an act to anend the
County Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or CGounar des
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8138 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6324, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1792.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1792, Assenbly Print Number 8138, by
Assenbl ynenber Weprin, an act to amend the
Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1793, Senate Print 6326, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1794, Senate Print 6345, by Senator Ritchie, an
act to anend the Public O ficers Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
pursuant to Rule 5, wthout objection, | nove
that we stay in session past the hour of
m dni ght .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1795, Senate Print 6367, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend Chapter 504 of the Laws of 2009.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1796, Senate Print 6412, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anend the Public Housing Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1797, Senate Print 6420, by Senator Seward, an
act relating to the m scal cul ati on of benefits
pai d to Kat heri ne Sweeney.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 1797, recorded in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1798, Senate Print 6442, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anend Chapter 239 of the Laws of 1995.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1799, Senate Print 6444, by Senator Thomas, an
act to anend the County Law and the New York City

Charter.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1799, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Amedore, Antonacci,
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino,
Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1800, Senate Print 6511, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1800, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Bail ey, Gaughran and

Martinez.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1801, Senate Print 6552, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the G vil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1801, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Antonacci, Anedore,
Boyl e, Breslin, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan,
Giffo, Jacobs, Jordan, LaValle, O Mara, Ott,

Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1802, Senate Print 6566, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the Hudson River Park Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1802, voting in the negative:
Senat or May.
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Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Cal endar Nunber 1803 is high and
will be laid aside for the day.

Cal endar Nunber 1804 is high and
will be laid aside for the day.

Cal endar Nunber 1805 is high and

will be laid aside for the day.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the supplenmental cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
wish | was high, but it nay have to wait another
year to get to that point, it sounds |ike.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: If we could
return to notions.

On behal f of Senator Kavanagh, |
nmove that the followi ng bill be discharged from
its respective committee and recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill 6565.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There were al so
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sonme bills we had earlier laid aside tenporarily,
and 1'd like to lay them aside for the day.

Cal endar Nunmbers 1669, 1710 and 1732, please |ay
asi de those bills for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a substitution at the desk. Could we do that
before we lay it aside?

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Conrie
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8126A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6372A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 1669.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The bills will be laid aside for the
day.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: In that case |
nove that we adjourn until tonorrow, Thursday,

June 20t h, at 12: 00 noon.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

7091

There will be a Denocratic
conference at 10: 00 a.m tonorrow.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, and wi thout objection, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Thursday, June 20th, at
12: 00 noon.

There will be a Denocratic
conference at 10:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 12:08 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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