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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Reverend Dr. Janes Thornton, the pastor of Sal em
M ssionary Baptist Church in Brooklyn, wll
deliver today's invocation.

Dr. Thornton.

REVEREND DR. THORNTON: Let us
pray.

Dear God, we cone into Your presence
t oday recogni zing that You are omni potent,
omi sci ent and omni present. W thank You for a
brand- new day, one that is not recycled, but
one that is pregnant with new possibilities and
opportunities.

We ask now Your richest benedictions
upon this political body. Bless their work and
aid themto personify the words of the Prophet
M cah, who declares: Wat does the Lord require

of thee but to do justly, love nmercy, and to wal k
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hunbly wi th God.

When this happens, we cannot be
satisfied until we have affordabl e housing, jobs,
and equal opportunities for all regardl ess of
race, creed or gender. Wen this happens, we
wi |l be about the business of building bridges,
and not walls, as we seek to see Your divinity in
all humanity.

We give You thanks, praise and
adoration for a new day and anot her chance to
strive, to walk in Your divine purpose and wil |
for our lives. Hear our prayer, incline Your ear
to us.

In Jesus' nane we pray. Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
May 14, 2019, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, My 13,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 28, Senator
Kennedy noves to di scharge, fromthe Commttee on
Transportation, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4950B and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 4524B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 408.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 29, Senator
Met zger noves to di scharge, fromthe Commttee on
Judi ciary, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1104A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 4206A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 433.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tinme can we take up previously adopted

Resol ution 1294, by Senator Tedi sco, read that
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resolution's title only, and recognize
Senat or Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1294, by Senator Tedi sco, condeming the ruthless
acts of terrorismin Sri Lanka and nourning the
tragic loss of life and injury to its Christian
comunity on Easter Sunday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco on the resolution

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, 1'd like to associate
my remarks on this resolution with a wonderful
stat enent our good Senator on the other side of
the aisle, Senator Myrie, presented the other
day.

| had the opportunity to talk with
himfor a few m nutes yesterday at the Senate
Dinner, and | told himhow inpressed I was at how
pertinent and inportant -- a short speech, not
| ong, but rem nded us that wherever terrorism
rears its ugly head, whether it's in this nation

or around the world, we have an obligation, no
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matter what it relates to -- diversity,

anything -- we have an obligation to stand up and
we have an obligation to speak out and nake sure
we conbat that in every way possible.

So | thank you, Senator, for that
statenent, and | truly neant what | said about
appreci ati ng what you have done.

| rise as the author of this
resolution today to express mne and the Senate's
profound grief for the tragic loss of |life and
injury to the Christian community and all the
victins of the brutal terrorist attacks on
Easter Sunday in Sri Lanka.

This terrorismand viol ence, which
is rooted in bigotry, hatred, racism and
i ntol erance towards diversity, are at the true
center of evil and should be condemmed wherever
it rears its ugly head. Wether it's
anti-Semtism anti-Christian, anti-Mslimor
vi ol ence conmtted towards anyone's religious
beliefs, we have an obligation to stand up and to
speak out.

Sri Lanka is a religiously diverse
country of about 20 mllion peopl e containing

Buddhi sts, H ndus, Muslins and Christians, all of
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whom assune an expectation of freely practicing
their religion and observing their holiest days
i n peace.

Thi s past Easter Sunday, those who
woul d perpetrate religious extrem sm detonated at
| east nine bonbs targeting churches and hotels,
killing over -- and this just boggles ny mnd,
don't know what it did to you when you heard
it -- 300 people and | eaving nore than 500 others
wounded.

The bonbing victinse were from at
| east 12 countries, including four Anericans.

And the vast nmajority were Christians from

Sri Lanka. At one of the Catholic churches,

St. Sebastian's, 110 were killed while they were
praying in church. In sone cases, entire
famlies were nmurdered while they cel ebrated one
of the holiest days of the Christian cal endar.

This attack, like all fornms of
terrorism was truly horrific. W cannot all ow
silence on terrorismlike this, regardl ess of who
are the targets or in what part of the world it
t akes place. Senator Mrie explained that and
rem nded ne the other day, and all of us.

It's inportant that freedom| oving
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peopl e worl dwi de stand together in opposition.
know after 9/11 it was inportant to have | eaders,
countries, and individuals stand up for the
United States in adnoni shment of what took place
at that time. Qur Constitution's First Anendnent
allows for freedom of worship and religion

wi t hout fear fromviolence and terror from
religious zeal ots.

M. President and ny col |l eagues,
today | know we and the people of the great State
of New York, in solidarity with Sri Lanka's
Christian community and all the residents of that
country, are here to nourn this sensel ess act of
terrorism and vow to continue to stand for
freedomand |iberty and the free exercise of
one's religion here and throughout the worl d.

| thank you, M. President, and al
of ny col |l eagues.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Savi no on the resol ution.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Tedisco for
bringing this resol ution.

You may not realize it, Senator
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Tedi sco, but Senator Lanza and | represent the

| argest Sri Lankan community outside of Sri Lanka
inthe United States. In the tiny little borough
of Staten Island, we have about 450 famlies who
live there, and they have been heart broken about
what has happened in Sri Lanka.

We recently participated in a
conference call and a nmeeting with our other
| ocal elected officials and representatives from
the Sri Lankan community and ot her
representatives fromthe Paki stani comunity and
fromthe Muslimcomunity and representatives
fromall of the churches, and we're going to
participate in an interfaith service soon in
recognition of the horror that happened on that
day.

This is a peace-loving community,
and they are asking for all of us to extend our
support and, nost inportantly, to send a nessage
to the governnent of Sri Lanka that the world is
wat ching and that we are going to do exactly what
you said: W're not going to tolerate this
i nhuman abuse that has occurred agai nst the
peopl e of Sri Lanka and the mnority comunities,

and it continues to today.
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So thank you for recognizing the
suffering of the people there and acknow edgi ng
their humanity, and we | ook forward to continui ng
that dialogue with this very marginalized
comunity.

Thank you, Senator Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Boyl e on the resol ution.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,

M. President, on the resolution.

l"d like to thank nmy col | eague
Senat or Tedi sco for bringing this and all ny
col | eagues for supporting it.

|"ve had the opportunity to travel
to scores of nations in the world, and by far the
nost beautiful one |'ve ever been to is
Sri Lanka -- a peaceful, wonderful people that is
mul ticultural and nultireligious.

To see the tragedy and the viol ence
t hat ensued here is sonmething that we need to
condemm all around the United States,
particularly here in the New York State Senate.
| thank you for doing so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

resol uti on was previously adopted on May 7th.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now stick
wi th Senator Tedisco, M. President, and bring up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1366, read its
title only, and recogni ze Senator Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1366, by Senator Tedi sco, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimMy 2019 as Pediatric
Stroke Awareness Month in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco on the resolution

SENATCR TEDI SCO | know all of us
are exceptionally proud of our districts and nmany
of our constituents in it, and | have two of them
whi ch go above and beyond what |'m proud of.

| rise to speak on this resolution
designating the nonth of May as Pediatric Stroke
Awar eness Month, to recognize the efforts of two
very special constituents of mne who are here
today in the chanmber with us to highlight a
health issue that has inpacted their lives and
the lives of many famlies across this state and

across this nation.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3777

Fromthe great Town of Ni skayuna,
which |I'mproud to represent, please wel cone
6-year-old Sierra May -- she's right over
there -- and her |loving nother, Ellen Russo.

Sierra was born via energency
C-section at 36 weeks. It was |ater discovered,
at nine nonths, that Sierra had suffered a
massi ve stroke. W don't often think of strokes
affecting children, but the reality is stroke is
one of top 10 causes of death for children
bet ween t he ages of one and 19. Shocki ng.

Stroke occurs at a rate of one in
3500 live births each year, and five in 100, 000
children per year. O children surviving stroke,
about 60 percent will have pernmanent neur ol ogi cal
deficits and behavioral difficulties, and many
requi re ongoi ng physical therapy and surgeries.

While very little is known about the
cause of pediatric stroke, it's been shown that
an early diagnosis and conmencenent of treatnent
greatly inproves the chances of recovery and
prevention of a recurrence. The nore attention
we can draw to this condition, hopefully the nore
young |ives we can save and i nprove.

Sierra is now a first-grader at
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Craig El enentary School in N skayuna.

| want to thank you -- | want to
thank Sierra's nother, Ellen Russo, for her
fierce advocacy and for bringing this issue to ny
attention. And special thanks to Sierra, who as
you can see is absolutely adorable. And she says
| amtoo -- no, she didn't say that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO And clearly a
true blessing for her famly and all of us.

M. President and ny col |l eagues,
pl ease join me in welcomng themto the Senate
chanber and recognizing their efforts to bring
attention to this very serious issue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.
W extend to you all the privileges and
courtesies of this house. Please rise and be
recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on May 7th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,

both of the resolutions we just considered are
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open for cosponsorshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: These
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
have a notion here on behal f of Senator Hoyl nan.
On page 26, | offer the follow ng amendnents to
Cal endar 318, Senate 3297A, and ask that said
bill retain its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
recogni ze Senator Carlucci for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci for an introduction.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

It's so exciting that we have with
us today, in the gallery with us, Reverend
McLauchlin, fromthe St. Charles AAME. Zon
Church in Sparkill, New York. And we also have
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with us an educator fromthe East Ramapo School
District, Tyanna Collins, and Della Anderson, who
represents the Rockland Negro Schol arshi p Fund
and a nmenber of the Delta Signma Theta Sorority
county chapter in Rockland County.

And they're here today cel ebrating
Thurgood Marshall Day in the State of New York
which is May 17th, and they had a resolution in
t he Assenbly.

And what's fitting is that in
Rockl and County, in the Village of Hillburn, in
1943 Thurgood Marshall, when he was the |ead
| awyer for the NAACP, came to Hillburn to fight
and say it's separate but not equal, and setting
t he course for Brown v. Board of Education. And
Thur good Marshall's genius was on display in
arguing for the children in Rockland County in
that time in 1943. And it's a history that we
want to tal k about and make sure that people
recogni ze that the fight for civil rights
has a deep history in New York State right in the
Village of Hllburn, a history that we're proud
of .

And this body passed | egislation

earlier this year to renane Route 17 in the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3781

Village of Hillburn the Thurgood Marshal

highway. And it's a |legacy that we're proud

of -- one of the greatest |awers of the

20th century, Thurgood Marshall. And that's why
we' re honoring himtoday.

| want to thank our guests from
Rockl and County for coming up. Look forward to
seeing you in the district. Thank you for being
here.

Thank you, M. President, for
indulging me for a few nonents. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.
We extend to you all of the privileges and
courtesies of this house. Please be recognized
at this tinme. Thank you.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 87,

Senate Print 1414A, by Senator Parker, an act to
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amend the Penal Law and the Crim nal Procedure
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | just want to
t hank Senator Parker for this inportant bill that
will really address the grow ng concern around
3-D printed weapons.

You know, you can today go online
and purchase a schematic to downl oad to your 3-D
printer -- which would be an undet ect abl e weapon,
in nost instances, at airports -- and print it in
the confort and safety of your own hone.

Wl |, thanks to Senator Parker's
| egi sl ation today, we are outlaw ng that type of
undet ect abl e, unassenbl ed weaponry. And | really

congratul ate Senator Parker for noving this bill
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to the floor for a vote.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirmative.
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 87, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Gallivan, Ott and

Ranzenhofer. Al so Senator Anedore. Also Senator

Hel m ng.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
148, Senate Print 1549A, by Senat or Kennedy, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 148, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Fl anagan, Gl livan, Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan,
Lanza, Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchie, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco. Also
Senat or Robach.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
151, Senate Print 2978, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to explain his vote.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
M. President.

Back in the 1920s and 1930s we built
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parkways in this state literally to take people
in cars, which they then called notorcars, to the
parks from our nore urban areas. These parkways
were never really designed effectively for
today's traffic back and forth.

And particularly on Long Island,
but I know in other parts of the state as well,
we have had sone terrific accidents, particularly
with charter buses crashing into these overpasses
that are way too | ow

So what we are doing today is we are
curing that problemto sone extent, in that we
are now requiring that all commercial buses have
a commercial GPS so they will be notified that
first of all they shouldn't be on that road in
the first place, and secondly, if they don't get
t hat message, that there's an overpass coni ng
that they're not going to fit through

And hopefully that will help to save
lives and to save people's health, particularly
our young people. Because back in April, on the
Sout hern State Parkway, we had 38 students on a
field trip who were injured, many of them
seriously.

So | vote in the affirnmative,
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M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank Senator Gaughran
for bringing this bill forward.

We have a parkway in Syracuse that
runs along the north shore of Onondaga Lake. It
was originally the Oswego Canal, and there is a
railroad bridge that runs across it that is a
very low bridge. In 2010 a nega bus, a
doubl e- decker nega bus took that route in the
m ddl e of the night and hit the bridge, and four
people died. Many others were injured. And it
was a tragedy that should and coul d have been
avert ed.

And | think -- although the driver
passed 12 warnings and still kept going, | think
a GPS warning mght have diverted himto a
different route and saved those four |ives.

So | amvery grateful for this bill,
and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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May to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senator Bailey to explain his vote.
SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| appl aud Senat or Gaughran for
introducing this bill. 1It's sonething that also
affects ny district.

| represent the North Bronx and
West chest er County, and we have a numnber of
par kways, the Hudson River Parkway, the Bronx
Ri ver Parkway. And often you have oversized
trucks that will get stuck on these parkways and
that are causing significant delays and that are
cunmbersone to nany of the residents who are
attenpting to drive and get to work.

So in addition to the practi cal
matters, which are nore inportant in saving
lives, this is just sonething that's a
comonsense piece of |egislation that you should
be using commercial GPS, as opposed to whatever
brand it is that you can purchase in a store when
you're engaging in that.

So, Senator Gaughran, | appreciate
this | egislation.

| vote aye, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

243, Senate Print 3344A, by Senator Ranpbs, an act

to anmend the Public Health Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. Thi
act shall take effect on the 90th day after i
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Ca
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President, for allowi ng ne the opportunity to

explain the inportance of this bill.
Wen | gave birth to nmy boys, |
very lucky that everything pretty much went

wi thout a glitch. But that's not true for

S

t

was
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many not hers and especially nothers of color in
New York State. 1In fact, we're ranked 30th in
the nation for maternal nortality.

And in a recent study that was
publ i shed by the Anerican Journal of Qbstetrics,
it suggested that |abor with a doula is anong the
nost effective birth practices that we could
offer. In fact, doula support is associated with
shorter |abor tines, |ower odds of pretermbirth,
and better neonatal healthcare overall.

And CGovernor Cuonob, to his credit,
has introduced a series of initiatives including
a pilot programthat would all ow doulas to be
rei nbursed by Medicaid. W know that this
service is actually usually not readily avail abl e
and accessible for many | owincone wonen of
color. And so ensuring that this particul ar
group of workers is certified to do the work well
is really critical

So | want to thank the Health
Commttee chair for allowing ny bill, and al so
all of nmy coll eagues who are in support of it.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Ranpbs to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
407, Senate Print 2960A, by Senator Kaplan, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
408, Assenbly Print 4950B, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Magnarelli, an act to anmend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 25. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

First let me start by thanking our
| eader, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, not only
for bringing this bill to the floor today, but
for first of all asking me to be the chair of the
Transportation Conmmittee and then tasking our
committee to make transportation safety a
priority in this legislative session.

| want to thank the Transportation
Commttee for their diligence and their efforts
on behalf of this bill, as well as the Assenbly
chair of Transportation, Assenblynmenber
Magnarel li, for helping to chanmpion this on the
ot her side of the chanber, as well as the

Governor for commtting to signing this into | aw
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once passed.

This bill that we're passing today
is going to ensure that our children are safe
when we put them on school buses, send them off
to school, send themout in the community, and
when they're returning home to us. And the way
we're going to nake them safer is by ensuring
t hat our conmmunities across New York State can
install cameras onto these school buses to catch
those that blatantly disregard the |aw, that put
our children's lives at stake each and every day
as they're transported throughout the state.

To an outrageous extent, they're
putting themat risk today. The nunbers are
m nd- boggl ing. Studi es have shown over and over
and over that vehicles pass stopped school buses
in the State of New York each day, to the tune of
50,000, illegally. That nunber is absolutely
unconscionable. It's so large of a nunber, you
al nost question the accuracy of it.

But when you | ook at the videos that
have been presented publicly and when you |isten
to the tales of the drivers of these school buses
that transport over two and-a-half-mllion kids

each year across the state, you know that that is
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an accurate nunmber. The videos we've seen of
kids getting caught by school bus drivers that
recogni ze that the bus is being passed at the

| ast nmonent, and save that little child s |ife or
save that child fromcritical injury.

The amount of times these buses are
passed is so outrageous, in nmy mnd, due to one
thing: That there has been an enornmous | ack of
enforcement of the law, and that's because this
system has not been put in place.

And while the Senate has tried and
the Assenbly has tried over the years in
different bills that have been put forward, in
di fferent conversations that have been advanced,
to this point it hasn't gotten done.

Today we pass this bill with a
same-as in the Assenbly, with a conmtnent from
the Governor. W're getting it done. Today
we're going to protect our children in the State
of New York fromthose that disregard the |aw,
that put our children's lives at risk, and that
fail to stop when school buses are pulled over
with the lights flashing, with the stop signs
out, with the cross bar out in front of the

vehicle, so that our kids can pass safely. This
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is going to hold those drivers accountabl e.

Now, there are nmany different pieces

tothis bill. It is conplex in nature. A |oca
muni cipality will pass a |law, the school district
will opt in. They will contract with the agency
to install the canera, and the drivers will be

fined from $250 up to $300 for passing stopped
school buses. But nobst inportantly, nost
inmportantly, this will begin to change the
behavior of drivers in this state to ensure that
they' re thinking about the safety of our kids as
they are transported across the state and across
our conmmunities.

|'mthe father of three children
ages 13, 10 and 7. M kids take the school bus
each and every day to school and hone, to the
comunity center and hone. And | trust that when
nmy kids get on the school bus, |ike many of our
kids or grandkids in this room outside of this
chanber, | trust that they're going to be
returned hone safely.

No parent should have to worry about
the safety of their child when they get onto a
school bus because drivers are disregarding the

| aw and disregarding their safety. This bill is

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3795

going to ensure that those that do that, that
di sregard the |aw, put our children at risk, are
ultimately hel d account abl e.

Thank you, M. President. | want to
t hank again the Transportation Committee. And |
want to thank those coll eagues in this chanber
for their advocacy in getting this bill finally
passed into | aw t oday.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
433, Assenbly Print Nunmber 1104A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Abinanti, an act to
anend the General nbligations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
514, Senate Print 2773, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
570, Senate Print 4175, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.
Senat or Mont gonery recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
599, Senate Print 1777, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to validate certain acts of the Newburgh
Enl arged City School District and the Chester
Uni on Free School District with regard to certain
capi tal inprovenment projects.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
602, Senate Print 2611, by Senator Metzger, an
act relating to validating certain acts by the
Roscoe Central School District relating to final
bui l di ng cost reports required to be filed with
t he Educati on Depart nment.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Serino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President.

| rise today to call this body's
attention to a bill that | sponsor that is al nost

identical to this one. 1In fact, the only
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substantive di fference between the two bills are
the dates that are referenced and the school

districts' nanes.

The bill | carry is for the
Spackenki |l Union Free School District, who was
assessed a penalty of over $9 mllion stenm ng

froma 2012 issue, a nunber that has been reduced
thanks to our efforts in |ast year's budget. But
unfortunately they are still facing a penalty in
the mllions that will directly inpact their
ability to provide critical prograns to our |ocal
st udent s.

What makes the Spackenkill School
District situation especially unique is the fact
that the current adm nistration was not even
aware that they were ever assessed a penalty
until last year, nearly six years after the
supposed m ssed deadl i ne.

The kicker of it all? It wasn't
until my office was given a list of inpacted
school districts by another Senator who received
it froman outside organization -- and we
actually reached out to the district to let them
know.

The list | was given included their
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name, but unlike the other districts listed, it
did not include a penalty anmount. While we
originally hoped it was a typo, and after
spendi ng a significant amount of time getting
confirmation from SED, we | earned that there was
in fact a penalty |evied.

While ny bill passed unani nously
here | ast year, unfortunately the Assenbly failed
to do so.

This year this package of bills al
passed t hrough the Education Conmittee on
April 9th, yet that conmmttee agenda failed to
include simlar bills sponsored by sone
Republ i can nenbers of this body. 1've gone
t hrough the appropriate notions to get the bil
noved but haven't received any answer as to why
it hasn't. This is a local bill that is so
clearly in line with this package.

This issue, as we all know, has
pl agued so many of our school districts here in
our state for far too long. And while I
appreci ate and comend the efforts of ny
col | eagues to advance these critically inportant
bills here today, there are still sone other

districts in the state in desperate need of this
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penal ty forgiveness.

This is an issue that directly
i npacts our school districts, our taxpayers, and
nost inportantly our children. Each day that
these bills fail to advance is another day that
our schools are left to eval uate what prograns
wi |l be negatively inpacted.

You know, our children do not wear
an Ror a D, they're not |abeled with an R or a
D. But in this case politics is |eading the way.
|"mvoting yes for this bill, but I'murging ny
col | eagues to put politics aside and do right by
our students and our children and our school
comunities and advance ny bill, along with the
ot hers who are in desperate need of progranms on
this issue.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

| too will be voting yes on this
bill, M. President.

| heard ny coll eague's comments | ust
now. | just wonder if she felt the sane way when
Senat or G pson was unable to get a bill passed
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t hrough the Republican najority dealing with Lyne

di sease -- which passed very quickly, the same
identical bill, when Senator Serino introduced it
her sel f.

So before we cast aspersions, we
shoul d | ook at making sure the entire body
functions for everybody.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
603, Senate Print 2976, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to legalize, validate, ratify and confirmthe
actions of the Huntington Union Free School
District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 603, those Senators voting in the
negati ve: Senator Akshar.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
604, Senate Print 2977, by Senator Gaughran, an
act inrelation to legalizing, validating,
rati fying and confirmng a transportation
contract of the Cold Spring Harbor Central School
District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 604, those Senators voting in the
negati ve: Senator Akshar.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
609, Senate Print 4333, by Senator Metzger, an
act to legalize, validate, ratify and confirmthe
actions of the Mnticello Central School
District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 609, those Senators voting in the
negati ve: Senator Akshar.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
610, Senate Print 4949, by Senator Harckham an
act to validate certain acts of the Mahopac
Central School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

l"mgoing to vote yes. And | never
subscribed to this notion that two wongs nmake a
right.

But beyond that, |I'm 1l ooking at al
these bills, we passed them out of commttee.
The question | have is why these school districts
can't get their act together. This is endem c.
You know, there are rules. They have
responsibilities. They get paid to do a job.

And it's one after the other after the other,
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school districts can't file the requisite reports
inatinely manner.

It's something that | think it's
high tinme -- and this is not newthis year. |It's
been going on every year. |It's sonething that we
ought to get a handle on and take a | ook at.
nmean, if they can't get a report in, what else
are they nmessing up? How else are they failing
our children? | nmean, it really is unacceptable.

| know there are reasons that
they'Il give, and they' Il blame the state and
they'Il blame the rules, they' |l blame the
regul ations. \Whatever the reason is, we ought to
get to the bottomof it. This is not the way to
oper at e.

And we're placed in this difficult
positi on where the choi ces between once again
just allowi ng these districts to do what they
m ght, not follow the rules, or vote against the
taxpayers. |1'mgoing to choose the taxpayers.
The costs of their irresponsibility, their
mal f easance shoul d not be borne by the taxpayers
and the students.

So I"'mgoing to vote in the

affirmative, but | really wish that we'd get a
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handl e on this.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to explain nmy vote on this
bill and to respond in part to ny coll eague's
coment s.

You know, a nunber of these problens
t hat occur when districts make soneti mes
de minims errors in filing, sometinmes errors
that were nade by prior enpl oyees who are no
| onger enpl oyed by the school district -- and
sonetimes, in fact, they are not errors at al
but things that the State Education Depart nent
deens to be in violation of the rules.

So rat her than express such strong
frustration, which |I understand, we ought to
devel op a system where school districts have
greater clarity, make a strong effort to conply.
When there is inadvertent error, not to nake a
school district have to spend mllions, in sone
cases mllions of dollars to rectify these nodest

errors. W ought to have a systemthat works.
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So rather than bl am ng the enpl oyees
of the school district, | think our goal should
be to find a nore effective way goi ng forward.

In the meanwhil e, we have districts throughout
the state in both Majority and Mnority districts
where these very strong penalties are a true
probl em for educating our children, which is our
goal .

So | think we should take blane out
of the conversation, work to inprove the system
and in the interimgive these districts the
relief they need frompunitive actions by the
St at e Educati on Depart nent.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 610, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
611, Senate Print 4957, by Senator Seward, an act
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aut hori zing the Schenevus Central School District
to apply to the commi ssioner of education.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
677, Senate Print 3450B, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 677, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
678, Senate Print 3557, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 678, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
680, Senate Print 4336, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

Three and a half decades ago,

New York State led the nation in being the first
to require seat belts to be worn in the front
seat of passenger vehicles.

Now, 35 years later, 29 states have
taken action and have required seat belts to be
worn in the back seat of the vehicle. Right now,
every day in New York State, every three hours
a New Yorker is seriously injured sinply because

they're not wearing their seat belt in the back
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seat of a vehicle.

You're eight tines nore likely to be
killed or injured in a vehicle if you're not
wearing a seat belt in the back seat. And what's
worse is you're two tines nore likely to kill the
driver or the occupant in front of you if you're
not wearing that seat belt in the back seat.

Look, 37,000 fatalities happen each
year on our highways in the United States. And
hal f of those, about half of those 37 fatalities
are because people are not wearing seat belts.

This legislation is combnsense. |t
requires any adult sitting in any part of the car
to be wearing a seat belt. And it gives |aw
enforcenment the ability, as a primary offense, if
t hey see someone not wearing a seat belt in the
back seat of the vehicle, to pull them over and
give a ticket to the driver and to the occupant
that's not wearing the seat belt.

In the rise of ridesharing, we see
nore and nore people riding in the back seat of
vehicles. W've seen the ridesharing conpanies
really be absent in devel oping policies to get
people to wear seat belts to protect their

drivers, to protect their passengers. So in
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New York State we have to step forward, pass this
| egislation to protect New Yorkers. And in doing
so, in years to cone we will be saving thousands
of New Yorkers frominjury and unfortunate
deat hs.

So thank you, M. President. | vote
in the affirmative and want to thank ny
col | eagues for doing the sane. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 680, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Gllivan
Jacobs, Little, Ott and Ritchie.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
682, Senate Print 5228A, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gounardes to explain his vote.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,

M. President.

It's amazi ng how, you know, our
roads have changed over many, many years. | took
my driving course 17, 18 years ago, and the way
that I was taught to drive, the instructions that
we had in our courses, the test that we took, the
driving test, hasn't been updated to reflect the
reality that today our roadways are shared
spaces. W share it with pedestrians, we share
it with cyclists, we share it with notorized
bi kes, with notorcycles, with vehicles of al
ki nds, pedestrians of all kinds.

We have to update our laws to
reflect the changed reality that is happening on
our streets. W have an epidem c of traffic
vi ol ence, especially in New York Gty right now
This year 67 pedestrians have |lost their lives to

traffic crashes. This nonth alone, four in
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sout hern Brooklyn, three in the | ast week.

Two weeks ago a little
t hree-year-old boy, a bl ock outside of ny
district, in Senator Savino's district, was
killed when he was run over by a van because the
van approached an intersection, didn't think to
| ook for a kid crossing the street, rolled up to
the stop sign, like many of us -- | know we're
all guilty of it at times, roll right past that
stop sign, looking for other cars, not thinking
that there could be cyclists or pedestrians or
anyone | ooking to cross the street. And a
three-year-old boy's |ife was | ost.

Ei ght cyclists have lost their |ives
this year in New York City, four of themin
sout hern Br ookl yn.

We have to change the way that we
t hi nk about driving on our streets. And
requiring pedestrian safety and cyclist safety
instruction in our notor vehicle |icensing course
and in the licensing exam nation is a critical
step forward to naking sure that everyone knows
how to use the roadways in a safe and responsi bl e
manner .

And for that reason, |I'mvoting aye.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gounardes to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

|"d like to thank nmy col |l eague for
i ntroduci ng and passing this very inportant bill.

The last time we were tal king about
transportation safety and car violence on this
floor, | rattled off the names of so many
children who we've lost in ny district because of
drivers who have failed to yield to pedestrians
when crossing the street.

It's unconsci onabl e that our
roadways have becone so dangerous. Because of
course our popul ation, especially in New York
City, is growing, our streets are becon ng
denser, and we need to have a cl ear understandi ng
of how we share our streets between vehicles and
pedestri ans.

| know that as a nom who doesn't
drive, I'ma full-time pedestrian. And when
wal k with my boys across the street, | want to

make sure that we're safe at all tines.
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So thank you so nuch for this bill,
Senator. And | hope to continue the work to
maki ng our streets safe for everyone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Metzger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,

M. President. | too want to express ny
appreciation for this bill.

In the Hudson Vall ey and Catskills,
recreational tourismis a huge and growi ng driver
in our econony. W are seeing nany, many nore
cyclists on the road and nany, many nore
pedestrians. And, you know, we often -- the
Main Streets of our towns are fast state roads,
and the shoul ders are often narrow on these
r oads.

And this is -- it's very inportant
now that -- it's nore inportant than ever that
drivers be properly trained to watch out for and
avoi d pedestrians and cycli sts.

So | want to thank you very much for
this legislation. | vote aye, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Met zger to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
686, Senate Print 5685, by Senator Brooks, an act
to anend the Navi gation Law

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill will be laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we take up
t he controversial cal endar now, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
686, Senate Print 5685, by Senator Brooks, an act
to anend the Navi gation Law

SENATCOR GALLI VAN Pl ease call on
Senat or Ranzenhof er.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhof er.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,
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M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a few
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,
Senat or Brooks.

Not being a boater, | have sone
guestions about the piece of |egislation that
we' re about to discuss and vote on. And right
now, can you tell ne if a person wants to operate
a boat -- like let's say | go for a vacation to
Lake Placid or to Lake George, and | want to rent
a boat, do | need a boating license right nowin
order to be able to do that?

SENATOR BROCKS: No.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhofer, are you asking hima question?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Yes,
M. President, if the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So does this
particular legislation only apply to boat owners
and not to boat renters?

SENATOR BROCKS: The | egi slation
applies to anyone that's going to operate a boat
in the State of New York

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So if
it applies to -- M. President, if the sponsor
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BROCKS: The | egi slation
does not apply to sonmeone who's renting a boat
over the age of 18. Anyone under 18.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: | didn't --
M. President, if he can repeat that, | didn't
catch the answer.

SENATOR BROCKS: The | egi slation
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applies to anyone over the -- under the age of 18
that is renting a boat. Anyone over the age of
18 that rents a boat does not have to take the
cour se.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER
M. President, | still did not hear what he said.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Brooks, may you speak up, project?

SENATOR BROCKS: The | egi slation
excl udes anyone over the age of 18 who's renting
a boat .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield? Sponsor, do you yield?
Senat or Brooks, do you yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So
this does not apply to anybody over 18 who's
renting a boat. So what you're saying, then, is
if sonebody -- a family is vacationing and they
go to a resort and they want to rent a boat, that
this |aw woul d not apply to them they woul dn't
need a |icense, they wouldn't have to take any

safety course. 1s that correct?
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SENATOR BROCKS: The | aw requires
that the renting conpany provide training to the
renter.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: "' msorry,
M. President, | didn't catch what he said.

SENATCR BROCKS: M. President, the
| aw requires that the renting agency or conpany
provide training to the renter.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So
just if you'll followwth ne, then --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So agai n,
let's say your famly is vacationing at
Lake Placid or Lake George and they're up there
for three or four days and they want to, you

know, take a little tour around the | ake. Under
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this legislation, would they then be required to
take this eight-hour boating course?

SENATOR BROCKS: No.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Okay. And
can you tell me why this |aw would not apply to
that person wanting to rent the boat and go out
on the waterway with a boat?

SENATCR BROCKS: That is how the
existing law in State of New York works right
now.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Ckay, so this
then -- does this only --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhofer, are you asking --

SENATOR RANZENHOFER
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So does this
only apply to boat owners, or does it also apply
to people that are renting the boat?

SENATOR BROCKS: Boat owners.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So could I --
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And |' m not
sure if | heard you correctly, Senator Brooks,
but 1 thought you had said earlier that if
sonmebody goes up and they want to rent a boat, |
t hought you had said that the renting conpany
woul d be required to provide this sort of safety
instruction. So can you just clarify that for
nme, please?

SENATOR BROCKS: The rental conpany

is going to be required to provide training
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before they rent the boat.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay, so
that's what I'mtrying to get at. So again, you
know, I'ma famly, |I'mtaking ny famly up to
Lake Placid --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are you
on the bill, or are you asking the sponsor to
yi el d?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: | am
continuing to ask the sponsor to yield, if he
woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So agai n,
back to the scenario that | was tal king about
before. So | bring ny famly and we go up to
Lake CGeorge -- and again, |I'mnot a boater, and |
want to rent a boat and | want to drive it around
the | ake and, you know, do whatever |I'mgoing to
do in the boat. You're telling ne that I would,
as the operator of the boat, | would have to take

this eight-hour course before | was able to go
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out on the | ake and drive the boat, is that
correct?

SENATOR BROCKS: The rental conpany
is going to provide you training before you rent
t he boat, and provide you with a certificate.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: No, |
understand that --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhof er --

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So |
understand that the conpany that's renting the
boat has to provide the training. | understand
that part of it.

But as -- if I'mdriving ny famly
around the lake in the boat, I"'mrequired to take
this course fromthe renting conpany, this
ei ght-hour course; is that correct?

SENATOR BROCKS: Ri ght.
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SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So --
and this is going to be --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhofer, are you asking the sponsor to yield
or are you on the bill?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Il will. Yes.
I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Yes to
whi ch question?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: | " m aski ng
t he sponsor, M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: To
yi el d.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: -- if he wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: kay,
does the sponsor -- the sponsor yields.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So --
okay, so | understand that part. You bring your
famly up to Lake CGeorge or Lake Placid and
before you get on the boat, you have to take this
ei ght - hour course.

Let ne just kind of go in a
different direction. If I -- if I'ma fisherman

and | have a little rowboat or a little canoe
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which | normally paddl e around or use the oars to
row and | want to put a little 5-horsepower notor
on the boat to kind of traw around in the | ake
to fish, do | have to -- am| required to take
this ei ght-hour course?

SENATOR BROCKS: M. President, |I'm

sorry, with the conversation here, | didn't get
all of the question. |If you can repeat the
guestion --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Repeat
t he question, please.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Ask the
guestion agai n? Thank you.

So I'"mjust changing directions here
alittle bit and | want to give you anot her
scenario, if | may.

So if I"'ma fisherman and | own
either a rowboat or a canoe and, you know,
normal ly | paddl e around the | ake or row around
the | ake, and | decide that I want to -- on this,
you know, particular occasion, | want to throw a
little 5-horsepower engine on that boat to kind
of trawl around the |ake, am| required to take
t hat ei ght-hour course before |I put this

5- hor sepower engi ne on ny rowboat or mny canoe or
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whatever |'mdriving? O operating.

SENATOR BROCKS: The renting
conpany woul d be required to provi de you sone
training to show that you denonstrate the ability
to operate that boat with safety.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield? Does the sponsor --

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Senat or
Brooks, | kind of changed directions there a
little bit. So I'"'mnot tal king about a fam |y
going up and renting a boat anynore, |'mtalking
about if | own a boat on Seneca Lake, and it's a
rowboat or a canoe and | want to throw a
5- hor sepower engi ne on the back of ny rowboat and
kind of go around the lake. Am1l required to
take an ei ght-hour course before | throw this
engi ne on the back of my rowboat to trawl around

t he | ake?
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SENATOR BROCKS: The | egi slation
requires, on any mechanically propelled boat --

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: "' msorry,
coul d you repeat that?

SENATOR BROCKS: The | egi slation
requires, for any nechanically propelled boat,
that you woul d take the training.

The training is also going to be
avai l abl e online, which is -- probably can be
conpl eted in about a three-hour period.

So yes, you would take the training.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So |et
me just ask you a couple of nore questions, if |
may, With the perm ssion of the -- M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield? Senator Brooks, do you yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So you tal ked
about this online course. Can you just tell ne
who is going to be providing the online course?

SENATOR BROCKS: The sane conpani es
that are providing the training now, which is

regul ated by the Parks Departnent.
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SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So I'm
not aware right now --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhof er --

SENATOR RANZENHOFER:

M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: "' m not
aware right now, because the original --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhof er, the sponsor has to yield first.

Does the sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,

M. President.

So I'"'mnot aware right now, because
this is not a law right now, of having to take
this eight-hour course. So is this training
course online, is this now provided by private
conpani es? |Is that what you're tal king about?

SENATOR BROCKS: Both private
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conpani es and the state, yeah.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield? Senator --

SENATOR BROCKS: Peopl e under the
age of 15 right now are taking these courses.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: "' m sorry?

SENATOR BROCKS: Peopl e under the
age of 15 right now take these courses.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: kay. So did
you -- M. President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So ot her than
the private conpanies, is the State of New York
currently right now providing this type of online
trai ni ng?

SENATOR BROCKS: | didn't get the

whol e question, |'msorry.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Pl ease
repeat the question.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Ri ght now,
ot her than the online conpanies that you referred
to that are providing this training right now for
boati ng safety, are there any agencies of the
State of New York that are providing this type of
trai ni ng?

SENATOR BROCKS: Ckay. The
prograns are nmade avail able by the Nati onal
Boati ng Education Standards, under the standards.
And t he Parks Departnment makes people -- they're
contracted for people to provide those prograns.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield? Senator Brooks --

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes, |'msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: So are you
sayi ng that the New York State Departnent of
Par ks and Recreation right nowis providing this

trai ni ng through conpani es that they've
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contracted with?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Ckay.
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Was t here any
t hought of making this training online through
DEC or Parks and Recreation free, so soneone can
just go online, not pay a fee, and just be able
to get -- you know, take their training and get
their certificate?

SENATCR BROCKS: No, there was no
di scussion to make it free. The bill was worked
out with the Parks Departnent concerning areas
that they felt were inportant to be addressed.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER
M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhofer on the bill.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: First of all,
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Senat or Brooks, | want to thank you for indul ging
me in answering ny questions.

|''mnot a boater, so | don't know a
ot of this information. But | do have a | ot of
constituents in ny district who are into boating,
who do boating, who go on vacation and things
l'i ke that.

And in looking -- you know, | was
readi ng through your bill -- and | understand the
famly is here today, and | express ny synpathies
t hrough you to the family. And | understand that
you're trying to address, you know, high-speed
boati ng situations, people that are drinking
while they're boating. You know, all clearly
whi ch is reprehensi bl e conduct.

But | wanted to just, you know, find
out howis this going to apply to residents of ny
district, to vacationers which are comng in here
fromout of state. You know, they go to Lake
Placid, they go to Lake George, they go to any of
our "I Love New York," you know, advertised
pl aces that, you know, we try to encourage
tourism And they cone in here and they're here
for two or three days, and then they are

surprised that, you know, they want to take out a
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little rowboat with a very small horsepower
engi ne on the back of it, and they find out --
you know, they're with their famly and they're
not able to do that.

So that was the reasoning behind ny
guestioning. Gbviously | think there's a very
cl ear difference between hi gh-speed boating, you
know, people that have these big boats that they
operate themirresponsibly, that they drink when
they're operating a boat. And we've all had
t hese situations. You know, we've had these in
ny own area.

But | also am concerned for those
that represent tourist areas and all of a sudden,
you know, this bill is going to be sprung on
them or this lawis going to be sprung on them
and, you know, what the effect is going to be on
themin terns of their famlies. You know, what
is it going to do to recreational areas where,
you know, they try to attract a | ot of people to
cone in with our beautiful |akes, and all of a
sudden people are not going to be able to partake
in what they thought they were going to be able
to do when they canme here to vacation

So agai n, Senator Brooks, | want to
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thank you for the intent of the bill, I want to
t hank you for introducing the bill, and al so for
i ndul gi ng me and answering sone of the questions
that I had to ask you today.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris on the bill.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| just want to clarify for ny
col l eagues, as | read this bill, that there is
wi de latitude to the conmmi ssioner to provide
addi ti onal exenptions to these requirenents and
to specify specific courses.

So if there are specific exanples --

smal | boats, for exanple, | heard, or small
notors on boats -- the conm ssioner does have the
di scretion under this bill to provide for that,

because obviously no one is trying to do any
damage to the tourismindustry or people who are
using the waterways in a way that the bil
doesn't contenpl ate.

So | just wanted to clarify that for
all ny colleagues, that the bill specifically

contenpl ates that scenario and does give
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appropriate discretion to the comm ssioner to
handle it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Senator Tedisco -- on the bill, or
to ask questions?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. I"d just like to
ask one question, if the chairman will --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wl |
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO So a famly rents

a boat -- | guess the father could, but it's
going out with the nother, naybe there's three or
four grown children in the boat. They're on the
| ake, one of the grown children decides to drive
the boat. |Is there a penalty? Hasn't taken the
course, right? Al the people on the boat don't
have to take a course.

SENATOR BROCKS: Correct. Anyone
that was going to operate the boat would need to

take the training offered by the renting agency.
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SENATCR TEDI SCO W11l the chairman
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or - -

SENATOR BROCKS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: -- the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. kay. So if the
adult child didn't take the training, just the
father did, got the boat, the famly was in it.
The adult child was stopped driving the boat. 1Is
there a penalty because he didn't take a -- the
ei ght-hour test?

SENATOR BROCKS: (Pause.)

Checki ng.

SENATOR TEDI SCO, Get a new one
over there. He doesn't have the right

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO | "' m going to need
a shave and a haircut.

SENATOR BROCKS: The trai ni ng when
you're in the boat is an informal training
program and therefore there's no penalty from
t hat .

SENATOR TEDI SCO. | didn't quite
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hear what he said.

SENATOR BROCKS: The training
programon a rental is an informal training
program naking yoursel ves aware of how t he boat
operates and safety issues. 1In those cases
there's no penalty associated with that.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So it can't be

really enforced, this | aw?

SENATOR BROCKS: | woul d think that
the -- the law itself does not apply to renters.
SENATOR TEDI SCO | didn't --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Pl ease
r epeat .

SENATOR BROCKS: The conpany that's
rented the boat is responsible to ensure that the
training is done. The responsibility rests with
them The way the law is designed right now,
there is no penalty to that conpany if they fai
to provide the training for that youngster that
operat ed the boat.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Ckay, so just on
the bill now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco on the bill.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Just to clarify,
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if you wanted the father to drive the boat, you
coul d have one of the sons take the test, get on
t he boat, and anybody could really drive that
boat, because there's no penalty for it.

So | don't think we should put nore
laws in place that we're not enforcing. If we
really think this is a serious bill, | think
there m ght have to be sonme type of penalty
because you're allowi ng to happen what you don't
want to happen, because there are others who can
t ake control of the boat.

And it won't be the boat owner's
fault, because he can't have spygl asses and be
wat ching the whole famly to see if the -- and
then go out there and call the Coast Guard to
come in and bring the boat in.

So I think that could be a little
problematic to the solution and the answer that
wants to be reached here by this piece of
| egi sl ation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

is closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
wi t hout objection, can we return this bill to the
noncontroversial cal endar and take it up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on January 1, 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Brooks to explain his vote.

SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,

M. President.

First I want to thank Senator Boyl e.
He's introduced this bill in the past several
years to try to carry it.

The bill itself is a direct result
of an accident that occurred on Long Island
several years ago where a young | ady, an
11-year-old, was killed in a boating collision
of f Long Isl and.

This bill is ainmed principally at
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i ndi vi dual s who own the boat, and to nake sure
that they receive the proper safety prograns.
It's not dissimlar to the defensive driving
prograns we take with an autonobil e.

Senat or Boyl e did an excellent job
of carrying this bill in the past. | had the
opportunity to take the | eadership in part
because water safety, to ne, is a critical issue.

In this state we have a great nunber
of outstandi ng waterways. Beautiful as they are,
t hey present hazards. M fam |y has been using
t he wat erways of f Long Island since the 1640s.
They were baynmen, they grew up on the waters.
They understood the dangers that are out there.

| recogni ze, as did Senator Boyle
and as do all that support this bill, that there
is a need for safety training on the water. W
are seeing too many accidents. You all know I'm
a first responder. 1've responded to boating
accidents, one of thema fatality.

It's critical that the people in
this state that are going to operate boats
understand the rules of the road. Qur
nei ghboring departnent is a principal responder

with the Coast Guard to incidents on Long Island.
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They're running all the tinme to accidents and
injuries across our waterways.

And this bill is to ensure that
everybody that's operating a boat in this state
understands the safety rules that apply on our
wat er ways, understands the hazards that are out
t here.

In the audience -- in the gallery
today is the nmother and the sister of the girl
who was killed in that incident. G na has been
wor ki ng for years to get this bill passed, to
make sure that those who are on the waterways
understand the hazards that are out there, to
reduce and elimnate the injuries that are out on
t he water.

We understand and we worked with the
Par ks Departnent, and there is an issue out there

with the rentals of boats. W tried to include

that in the bill. The principal focus of this
bill was the people that are owning and using
t hose boats on our waterways. This bill is

designed to save lives.
Brianna lost her life in tragic
boati ng accident. W still see those accidents

on the waterways in this state every day.
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"1l be voting aye on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Brooks to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martinez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

First 1 just want to thank the past
sponsor and today's sponsor, Senator Boyle and
Senat or Brooks respectively, for chanpioning this
pi ece of legislation. |It's so inportant that we
do protect not just our children but our famlies
on our waterways. Long Island, as you know, is
surrounded by water, and it's inportant to keep
t hose wat erways safe.

And this law, nanmed after Brianna
Li eneck, is such an enotional day for many of us
here today. And | just want to say to the
famly, to the parents, thank you for your
advocacy and for not giving up.

Sonme bills are easier than others.
Some of them beconme enotional. But your tenacity
for your daughter and in your daughter's nane and
for other victins that have tragically died due

to boating incidents -- | not only thank you for
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what you' ve done, but know that you have the
support of many of us here. And thank you for
who you are and for keeping Brianna's nane alive.

M. President, | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Martinez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Carlucci to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
supporting this legislation. | want to thank
Senat or Brooks and the entire Senate for today's
package of bills for protecting New Yorkers from
our waterways to our hi ghways.

And this bill particularly hits home
for nme. In the cormunity of Ossining, we lost a
young nman named Bryan Johnson at the age of 26.
And that will be seven years ago next nonth. And
when that happened, he drowned off the coast of
City Island in the Bronx. And we recogni zed at
the tine there was no requirenment for any type of
boater safety education in the State of New York

When nmultiple other states had that requirenent,
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not hi ng.

And the sad fact is that we know
that if one person on that boat that Bryan
Johnson was on had taken a basic boater safety
education course, he would nost |ikely be with us
t oday.

So | teamed up with his grandnot her
Thomasi na and his nother Sheila, and we said
we've got to do something. And we passed that
| egi sl ation back in 2013 that at |east required
peopl e that were born after May of 1996 to take
t he boater safety education course. The Coast
GQuard puts out a report each year. It shows us
that on average, about 4,000 recreational boating
acci dents happen each year. And in over
80 percent of the fatalities, the operator of the
vessel has not taken any type of boater safety
educati on course.

So we coul d debate the nerits of
this bill, but the bottomline is we need to nake
sure that nore people are educated, are taking
t he basi c boater safety education course before
t hey operate a boat.

So in nmenory of Brianna and your

famly for advocating for this, | want to thank
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you. | want to thank Senator Brooks for passing
this legislation. And | want to cast my vote in
menory of Bryan Johnson

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gaughran to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,

M. President.

And I'd Iike to thank both Senat or
Brooks as well as Senator Boyle for their
| eadership on this inportant |egislation.

My district has the Long Island
Sound all around it. And during the boating
season, which is just starting, there are
boats -- power boats, all sorts of boats out
there all the tine.

And | applaud all the advocates who
have been fighting for this. But you know who is
al so asking that this get done? The vast
maj ority of people who own these boats. Because
they're out there and they see people, often who
have no clue what the |aws are, what the dangers

are, who are just speeding around and j ust
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waiting for an accident to happen.

So | vote in the affirmative,
M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Boyle to explain his vote.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.

I'd first like to thank Senat or
Brooks for getting this bill across the finish
line, and al so our Assenbly sponsors,

Assenbl ywoman Ki nberly Jean-Pierre and
Assenbl yman Andrew Raia, who did so nuch hard
work on this legislation. Thank you.

On the eveni ng of August 17, 2005,
my wife and | lived in a house overl ooki ng the
Great South Bay. It was a beautiful evening.
And then we saw a trenmendous anount of EMS
approaching an area -- we didn't see the
acci dent, but we knew sonet hi ng bad happened.
They were out there for hours.

It wasn't until a couple of days
|ater we read in the paper about the tragic |oss
of 1l1-year-old Brianna Lieneck and her severely

injured parents, Frank and G na, and al so her
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daught er and her friend.

Those of us who represent waterways
like the Great South Bay, upstate |akes, |arger
| akes, the Long Island Sound, we hear it all the
time fromboaters that have been out there for
years. It gets worse and worse. People buy
t hese boats and go out with absolutely no
training. W would not hand a set of keys to
sonmeone and just say, You're out there, go drive
down the road, you don't know which side of the
road, you don't know basic, basic principles of
road safety.

Well, the water is the sanme way.
And the vehicles are just as dangerous and j ust
as deadly, particularly when there's al cohol
i nvol ved.

We worked on this legislation for
years. W dealt with the nmarine trades. W
of fered conproni ses over and over again. They
were not very willing to do it.

Do | think this bill should include
coverage of small dinghies in upstate | akes? O
course not. And | hope the DEC conm ssi oner,
whoever is involved, takes those exenptions out.

We are tal king about these boats that can take
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people's lives, not people that have been doing
it for years.

It's allowed -- another issue was
online safety, whether you could take the course
online. Oiginally we tal ked about doing it in
person. You can do it online. It's a nunber of
hours, the cost is mnimal, |I think the [ast
time | checked it was $29.95 to take the course,
and you have several years to do it for nost
boaters. This is really the basic.

On behalf of G na and Frank and the
Li eneck famly, who tragically lost their
11-year-ol d daughter Brianna, | amvery, very
proud to vote in favor and glad we're going to
bring boater safety to New York State.

| vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Boyle to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranzenhofer to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Yes, thank
you, M. President.

And again, | thank Senator Brooks
for introducing this bill and indulging me with

sone i nformation
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And al so to Senator G anaris, who
provi ded sone clarification in ternms of the
commi ssi oner and the conm ssioner having certain
powers.

Boater safety is very inportant.
And all the references that have been nentioned
on the floor today in the bill talk about these
hi gh- speed power boats and that they are deadly.
And certainly in those situations when sonebody
is operating a high-speed power boat on either
one of our large |akes or the Long Island
wat er ways, boater safety and boater training and
safety courses would be very, very inportant.

One of the things is that this is a
very large and diverse state, and not everybody
that's operating a boat operates a hi gh-speed
power boat .

And in | ooking through the
legislation in Iight of Senator G anaris's
comments, | did not see anything in the bil
that's before us which gives the comm ssioner the
di scretion to say that this particular course is
good for this type of boat or not for that type
of boat. And ny experience with comi ssioners on

this issue and nmany, nany issues is that
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conmi ssioners often don't do what we think that
they are going to do.

So the concern that | have -- and
agai n, you know, | think there needs to be an
understanding -- and | don't think that the
| anguage of this bill does it -- that there is a
di fference between what everybody has been
tal ki ng about and the tragedies that we see with
hi gh- speed power boats and the situation where
sonmebody takes out a little rowboat and throws a
very-| ow horsepower notor on the back of it.

That's one of the distinctions
bet ween boating in downstate and boating in
upstate. And | would have liked to see a bill
whi ch actually had a carve-out in the |legislation
whi ch tal ked about the different types of boating
and the different types of requirenents that
woul d be required on that particular type of
si tuation.

So again, | appreciate what is being
done. M synpathy to the famly and the |ong
ordeal that they've had to go through. And | do
want to congratul ate you on solving that part of
the problem But for the area that | represent

and the type of boaters that | have and ny | ack
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of faith in conm ssioners and what they do and
what they don't do, I'lIl be casting a vote in the
negati ve.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhofer to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

Well, | think that's correct, any
loss of life is a tragedy. And our heart does go
out to the famly or any of the famlies who have
faced this type of tragedy.

And if you're going to put together
a piece of legislation to stop this from
happeni ng, in training, and nmake sure that people
who are on these boats have the ability to make
the right decisions, any | aw has to have an
incentive to adhere to it in sone way. It could
either be a penalty or a | oss of privileges.

In the discourse -- and | thank you,
Senat or Brooks and Senator Boyle, for your
efforts here in attenpting to make it safer on
wat erways. But the statenment that this wll

ensure safety for those who are driving these
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boats just doesn't hold up in the discussion we
had.

Because a group of i ndividuals,
coll ege kids, five of them rent a boat. The
i ndi vidual who rents it gets trained. They get
in the boat -- that's the first scenario -- and
the fell ow who was trained drives it for a while,
and some of those who were not trained say, "l
want to take a turn,” and they start driving it.
If they're stopped on the | ake, there's no
penalty to stop those individuals fromdriving.
| don't hear a citation or taking themoff the
| ake or any guidelines of what they're going to
do if sonmebody who is on that and riding on there
and who didn't take the test and was trained,
starts to get behind the wheel and drives that
boat .

Let's take the case where an
i ndividual is going to buy a boat. They have to
be trained. They buy a boat, they're trained.
They go out with several other people, and while
they're on the | ake, others drive the boat who
are not trained or are really required to be
trai ned, because there is no penalty when they're

found driving that boat.
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One step further. | already have a
boat. | want to buy another boat for ny friend,
who says "I don't want to go through any process
of training, | know what the |aw says. It says
if I"'mon the | ake and they stop ne, they say,
You don't have a license.” As far as | heard the
di scussion, there's nothing to do when they stop
you and you don't have a license driving a boat.
Maybe |I'm m staken, nmaybe it's in there
sonmewher e

So now you' ve got a guy who gets in
t he busi ness of buying boats. |Is that illegal,
to buy a boat for sonebody who you're going to
give it to who is not trained? But even if that
person takes that boat who didn't buy it and
wasn't trained and gets on the | ake and drives
it, what's the incentive to not do that? Because
there's no penalty or loss of privileges as | see
inthis legislation. So it's kind of toothless.

And I'ma little bit concerned it's
going to give a fal se sense of security: Now
we' ve done sonething to nake us all safer on the
| ake. Because it's not only the individuals who
maybe drink a few too many si xpacks and get out

there and are out of control, it's the
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i ndi viduals they may run into or inpact, the
other famly menbers who are driving and riding
safely in the boats on our | akes.

So for that reason, | really can't
support this bill and have to vote no on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

It's a fascinating debate. | was
t hi nki ng and reading the bill.

So maybe it doesn't go far enough,
as one of ny coll eagues pointed out with their no
vote. And there's always roomin this
| egi slative body to add additional statutes into
law i f one thinks one needs those.

| think what's really inportant
about the bill that Senator Brooks has brought us
today and has been floating around for quite a
while, Senator Boyle, is that it's actually
finally saying we understand that boats can be
dangerous if not handled correctly. W're going
to make sure that whenever anybody is buying a
boat, choosing to use a boat, including rentals,

that there's going to be sonmething that says you
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need to learn about it and basic safety
st andar ds.

"' mnot that concerned that we're
not sending police on boats to give you tickets.
| don't even know what you call police on boats
in upstate New York or on Long Island.

But I will tell you that even in the
City of New York -- | amon an island, it's
call ed Manhattan. W have the East River and the
Hudson River surrounding us. And there are
peopl e who rent all kinds of strange boats and
ot her things at the marinas, where they very
clearly think how hard can this be, |'mjust
getting on and |I'm heading out. Neither of these
rivers are that wde

So people are not getting any kinds
of training even just to go on these rental boats
whi ch sonetinmes are very snall, sonetines are
very fast. And then they have to confront al
t hese other boats in these narrow rivers. And if
t hey' ve had no boat safety training at all, they
may have no idea which side they' re supposed to
be on, starboard or port. They m ght not even
know what a starboard or port nmeans. They don't

know what rules you have to follow, according to
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t he Coast Cuard, to be on our rivers.

And frankly, | think this is an
important bill. It will make sure everybody
grasps that it's not necessarily just that easy
and sinple to turn a boat on, go into whatever
waterway it's on, and know what you're doing.

So | think this is a wn for
everyone. And if it doesn't go far enough, |
think that even the two | ead sponsors on this
m ght expl ore expandi ng and strengthening their
bills in the future.

But | appreciate that we're going to
get this done today. Apparently it's taken too
long to even get to this stage. And | want to
t hank you, Senator Brooks, and | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| just sinply want to take the
opportunity to thank Senator John Brooks for
bringing this legislation not only to the floor
today, but also making it a priority of his from

the inception of this legislative session.
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As the chairman of Transportati on,
it was ny honor to have this bill pass through
Transportation. It was ny honor to have
Brianna's nother there with us and once again

here in the chanber with us here today. W will

pass this bill today. W wll do it in nenory of
your daughter. And lives will be saved because
of it.

The fact of the matter is today is a
package of bills that came through
Transportation. W are addressing all sorts of
transportation safety issues, frombus safety for
our kids and students to Conplete Streets
| egi slation for our cyclists and pedestrians to
public transit, and everything in between.

This particular bill deals with
boater safety. And no one should have to worry
about going out on the water. It's worrisone
enough. But nobody shoul d have to worry about
goi ng out on the water and havi ng soneone that
has no i dea what they're doing behind the
controls of that vessel putting others at risk.

And so it's inperative that we do
our part to keep our waterways safe as well.

What are we going to wait for to enact boater
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safety neasures? Are we going to wait for other
deaths? Are we going to wait for other injuries?
The time i s now.

| congratul ate Senat or Brooks for
bringing this bill forward that |anguished for
far too long. And I'ma proud supporter and | ook
forward to its passage today.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mstruck by all of the bills that
we passed today and how they're going to affect
people's |ives.

And | too thank Senator Brooks, but
| thank all of ny coll eagues, because this is one
of the reasons we conme to Al bany, to do these
things. W' ve been tal king about themfor years.
It's time we put into statute conmonsense
responses to everyday situations.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 686, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Gl | i van, Hel m ng, Jordan, Lanza, Little, My,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach,
Serino, Seward, Skoufis and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
in consultation with Senator Flanagan,
Leader Stewart-Cousins subnmits the follow ng
committee assignnents to the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
hand-up is received and fil ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, May 20th, at 3:00 p.m,
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i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
May 20th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:57 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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