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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 29, 2019
3:26 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
April 28, 2019, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, April 27,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Biaggi, | nove
that the following bills be discharged fromtheir
respective commttees and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl auses:
Senate Bills 3124, 4067, and 5173.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Kavanagh, | nove the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective commttee and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bill 2335.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Gounardes, | wish to call up Senate Print

2042, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
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t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 44,
by Senator Gounardes, Senate Print 2042, an act

to anend the Cvil Service Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which this bill was passed
and ask that the bill be restored to the order of

third reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is restored to its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on I nvestigations
and Governnent QOperations, Assenbly Print 6091
and substitute it for the identical bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay.
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M. President, anendnents are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

Senat or Hoyl man, page 15, Cal endar
Nunmber 189, Senate Print 428;

Senat or Savi no, page 20, Cal endar
Nunber 277, Senate Print 3971

Senat or Gounar des, page 22, Cal endar
Nunber 316, Senate Print 4308;

Senat or Sanders, page 23, Cal endar
Nunber 337, Senate Print 2115;

Senat or Gaughran, page 26, Cal endar
Nunber 388, Senate Print 4570;

And Senat or Stavisky, page 15,

Cal endar Nunber 187, Senate Print 2949.

M. President, | now nove that these
bills retain their place on the order of third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bills shal
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can you pl ease
call on Senator Giffo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,
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M. President.

| woul d nove, on behalf of Senator
Fl anagan, that Senate Bill 894 be discharged from
its respective committee and be reconmtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

SENATOR CGRI FFQO M. President, |
al so would like to nove, on page 22, to offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 322
Senate Print 2643, on behalf of Senator Lanza,
and ask that said bill retain its place on third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR CGRI FFO And,

M. President, on behalf of Senator Boyle | nobve
that the following bill, Senate Bill 671, be

di scharged fromits respective commttee and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

SENATOR GRI FFO Li kewi se, on
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behal f of Senator Antonacci, | nove that Senate
Bill 5304 be discharged fromits respective
conmmttee and be reconmtted with instructions to
strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we pl ease now take up previously adopted
Resol ution 308, by Senator Giffo, read that
resolution's title only, and recognize
Senator Giffo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 308, by Senator Giffo, nenorializing
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl ai m Sept enber
2019 as Brain Aneurysm Awareness Month in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo on the resol ution.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,

M. President.
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| know that we will have sonme guests
who are in the Capitol today; they may be in the
Assenbly chanmber currently. W want to thank
them for making the trip here to Al bany.

And this is a very inportant
resolution relative to asking the Governor to
recogni ze and to procl aim Septenber as Brain
Aneur ysm Awar eness Mont h.

The statistics for this particular
condition tal k about 30,000 people in the United
States suffering froma brain aneurysm each year.
And every 18 mnutes there's a brain aneurysm
rupture. This is a fatal condition in
approxi mately 40 percent of those who suffer such
a condition, and this could cause permanent
neurol ogi cal deficit in others.

So today there are many survivors
who here in the Capitol, as well as their
famlies and caregivers. And | think it is very
i mportant to recogni ze these individuals and
their efforts.

This is sonething that was started
actually as a result of a very renowned basebal
pl ayer, Joe Ni ekro, who played for the npost part

for the Astros -- he was a pitcher, a great
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pitcher. He actually died as a result of a brain
aneurysm And as a result, his daughter, Natalie
Ni ekro, began the Joe Niekro Foundation. And as
a result of that, they have tried to do what they
can to educate and to continue to nake people
aware on how we continue to diagnhose and to treat
this particular condition.

So | think it's inportant to have
t hese survivors here. It's very inportant for us
to continue to do everything within our means to,
as | indicated, educate, but particularly to
create awareness to this serious health condition
and to know that we can take certain steps that
will help to reduce the nunber of aneurysm
ruptures in the United States.

So |'m hopeful that by designating
Sept enber of this year as Brain Aneurysm
Awar eness Mont h t hroughout our state that we wl|
continue to raise that awareness to this serious
health condition, and that we woul d encourage
nore individuals to nake appoi ntnments to get
screened, especially if they have a famly
hi story of such a condition.

So | want to thank you and thank

everyone in the chanber today.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
January 29t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at the request of Senator Giffo, that resolution
i s open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
122, by Senator Parker, Senate Print 2665, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
127, by Senator Carlucci, Senate Print 2038A, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

This legislation is extrenely

important. It follows on what we've been doing

this legislative session to nake voting in New
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York State easier, nore accessible to people from
around the state.

And when we tal k about el ections, we
al so have to tal k about school board el ections
and school budget elections. And unfortunately
what we've found is that the | aws have not kept
up.

And we in this legislation codify
into law the requirenents for school board
absentee voting the same way that we participate
in the general, the primary, and speci al
el ections as well.

So what we do here is we change the
time frane to match what is done in the genera
election. W also take out sone of the
restrictive language that's currently in place
aski ng people to add nore to expl ai ni ng why they
need an absentee ballot. And we codify the tine
frane.

So this is an inportant step to nmake
it easier for people to participate in their
| ocal school board elections, allow themto do it
by absentee. So this is an inportant step noving
inthe right direction to make it easier for

New Yorkers to vote in all types of elections.
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So I'll be supporting this
| egi sl ation and thank nmy col |l eagues for doing the
sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 127, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little,

O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Robach, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
130, Senate Print 578, by Senator Kennedy, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
222, Senate Print 4007, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Education Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay the bill
asi de for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
289, Senate Print 3348, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anend the Busi ness Corporation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 31. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| just wanted to thank nmy col |l eagues
for their support of this |egislation that
expands service of process to the Departnent of
State to the City of New York.

Currently if you are suing a
corporation, you have to serve | egal papers on
the Secretary of State as the agent for the
def endant of a corporate entity, but only in
Al bany.

This bill would change it and all ow
t hose fol ks downstate on Long Island and in the
suburbs to file these papers with the Departnent
of State in New York City, saving tine and cost
for litigants.

So | vote aye. Thank you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Jacobs to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you,

M. President.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3140

This bill, as was just nentioned by
t he sponsor, would -- right nowit currently is
inlaw the only place to serve is in Al bany, our
state's capital, throughout the state.

There seens to be nerit to the idea
of making it easier for folks to serve at
| ocations closer to where they reside. The issue
| have with this particular piece of |egislation,
it only opens up that option for New York City,
when there are Secretary of State offices
t hroughout the State of New York. | have one in
the sane office building that ny state offices
are in in downtown Buffalo.

Soif we're going to change this and
make it easier, it should be throughout the State
of New York. So it is for that reason that I'ma
nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jacobs to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 289, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Funke, Giffo, Jacobs, Jordan, LaValle, Little,

O Mara, Ott, Robach, Seward and Tedi sco. Al so
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Senat or Breslin.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
292, Senate Print 2958A, by Senator Krueger --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: O der
in the chanber, please.

Proceed.

THE SECRETARY: -- an act to anend
the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Funke to explain his vote.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,

M. President.
|"mgoing to vote in favor of this

bill. | believe it's well intended, and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3142

hopefully it's not an effort to di ssuade peopl e
fromplaying the great ganme of football. Because
as the sponsor well knows, the danger of
concussions is inherent in every sport.

Parents are well aware that
concussi ons can happen in cheerleading, in
soccer, in gymastics, where there is virtually
no hel met protection. And of course concussions
can happen i n hockey, |acrosse, even baseball and
softball, even riding a bike through the park.

Coaches shoul d know how to spot it
for sure. Parents and kids should know t he
risks, and | suspect that nost do. People are
not stupid. But we conpete and play the ganes
that we |ove for | essons | earned and certainly
for the pure thrill of victory.

But football is one of those sports
that's really done a ot of great things in the
| ast few years to nake the sport safer. So
hope we're not picking on football here. | think
a better bill, if the sponsor believes
information is needed on concussions, would be to
make a panphl et available to every kid who signs
up for a youth sport of any ki nd.

But 1'Il be voting aye,
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M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Funke to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

l"d like to thank nmy col | eagues for
their support for this bill and to recogni ze and
agree with Senator Funke when he references that
we shoul d probably be requiring this for al
sports for children in our public and private
school systens.

In fact, the CDC has put together
sonme excellent materials for parents, for
coaches, for others about the risks of concussion
fromfootball and other sports and also howto
identify if your child or teenager is behaving in
a way that should | ead you to understand that
t hey may have suffered a concussi on.

Because he's right that there's nore
and nore information and awareness of the dangers
that can take place in contact sports. W' re not
yet educated as a society to what those realities
are, how dangerous sone of these sports can be if

not played with the proper equi pnment and with
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proper supervi sion.

So | think I1"'mgoing to go right

back to work expanding on this bill to include
ot her sports as well. So thank you, Senator
Funke.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

Yeah, it only makes sense, if your
child is harnmed or hurt or injured in any way
while they're getting an education -- whether
it's in the art class, whether it's in the
sci ence class, whether it's in the math cl ass,
whether it's in the physical education class, |
think the parents should know.

Especially athletics. They're
tal ki ng about soccer now, not |etting younger
kids hit a soccer bill, we know it can
potentially do some danage. So | think when a
child is injured and gets a concussion in any way

related to their education, the parents should be
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notified about that.

This bill doesn't do it. [It's very
l[imted in nature. 1In fact, | bet you there's a
| ot of concussions that take place when kids take
ot her kids' heads and ramtheminto | ocker roons,
and hit themin the head and bully themin
school. But you know, we passed here three or
four years in arow, | think -- at |east when
was here -- a bill called Jacobe's Law. And that
bill said if any child is bullied in school, it
woul d be required, just like the requirenent is
now, to contact the State Education Depart nent
and notify themthat a child has been bullied and
there was a bullier who was involved with that.

Coul dn't get that passed in the
Assenbly. But |I'mvery hopeful we can get it
passed this year and we can get it al so passed in
the Assenbly and do what this bill does, protect
our kids. Because if our kids are our future,
their well-being and their health is a big part
of their future in getting that good educati on.

So | guess the point | nmake, this is
important and I'mgoing to vote for it. But any
injury to a child in school, whether it's in the

gym cl ass, whether it's accidental, and
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especially if it's a bullying incident, it should
be reported to the parents so they can do their
due diligence.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
309, Senate Print 2100A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to require the Departnent of Environnental
Conservation to report on coyote nanagenent
techni ques in urban and suburban areas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 309, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci

Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jor
Lanza, O Mara, Ott and Seward.
Ayes, 46. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
347, Senate Print 3657B, by Senator Kennedy,

dan,

an

act relating to establishing the aging in place

task force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. Thi
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Ca
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

S

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

May to explain her vote.
SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to commend Senator Kennedy

for bringing this bill to the floor. W all

that aging in place is extrenely inportant.

know

It
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hel ps people age with dignity. It hel ps them
live longer and with a higher quality of life.
And it saves noney over the option of putting
peopl e in nursing hones.

So this is a very inportant project,
| think. 1'mvery excited to see this nove
forward. And thank you very ruch for bringing
it.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sepul veda to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing ne to explain ny
vot e.

First | want to thank our | eader.
want to thank ny col |l eagues and Senat or Kennedy
for introducing such an inportant piece of
| egislation that | am proud to cosponsor,
| egi sl ati on which establishes the aging in place
task force, inperative in ensuring the well-being
of our aging community.

Aging in place, as defined by the

Center for Disease Control and Prevention, is the
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ability to live in one's own home and comunity
safely, independently and confortably, regardl ess
of age, incone or ability |evel.

The task force is charged with
determning a person's ability to live with those
conditions and to formul ate reconmendati ons for
nmeasures to inprove the quality of life and
reduce barriers.

As a recent AARP survey has found,
76 percent of Americans age 50 and ol der -- which
includes ne -- want to stay in their own
resi dence, in their current residence, and
77 percent would like to live in their community
as | ong as possible.

We want Americans to be able to live
in the hone in which they reside, one that is
conveni ent and safe for them The |egislation
wi || address the physical and social environnment
of nei ghbor hoods, and takes into account
af f ordabl e housing as well as transportation for
peopl e with special needs.

When establishing a hone, you nust
ensure that every facet of |ife is considered.
Lack of it can lead to injuries, sickness,

di sconfort and fatalities.
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| vote affirmatively. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sepul veda to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 347, those Senators voting in the
negati ve: Senator Serino.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
366, Senate Print 1876A, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anend the Not-For-Profit Corporation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
373, Senate Print 4264, by Senator
St ewart - Cousins, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 373, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar and Antonacci .

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
376, Senate Print 3301, by Senator Brooks, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
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act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 376, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Krueger, LaValle and Muy.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
386, Senate Print 4161, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to authorize the assessor of the Town of
Hunti ngt on, County of Suffolk, to accept fromthe
Sout h Huntington Union Free School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 386, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Akshar, Antonacci and

O Mar a.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
391, Senate Print 4496, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Martinez to explain her vote.

SENATCOR MARTI NEZ: Good afternoon,
M. President, and thank you.

| am proud to stand here today as

t he sponsor of this bill that will enpower New

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3154

York State to regulate and pronote recovery
housi ng for persons recovering froma chem cal or
subst ance dependency.

Saf e and wel | -regul at ed housi ng,
free of substances and al cohol, encourages
| ong-termrecovery for those suffering from
subst ance abuse disorder. Unreliable or
unavai l abl e housing is often a barrier to
recovery for individuals in the mdst of
treatment and can nmake the journey to a
substance-free life even nore difficult to
attain.

Many tinmes individuals seeking
treatment are released froman inpatient facility
treatment programand are left w thout a safe,
stabl e option for housing. This can be and often
does lead to a prolonged battle with substance
abuse di sorder.

W are in the mddle of an opioid
epidem c that is sweeping our nation and touches
every single New Yorker regardl ess of race, creed
or soci oeconom c status. In order to continue to
address this epidem c head-on, we need to pronote
and support addiction recovery at every possible

st ep.
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Today we establish a task force of
highly qualified professionals to examne this
i ssue, charged with providing a conprehensive
report which will address concerns, give us
educat ed recommendati ons, and enpower the State
Legi slature to nake determ nations on the nost
appropriate way to support a constituent in
recovery as it relates to safe, substance-free
housi ng.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
their support on the passage of this bill, as we
are already acutely aware of the seriousness of
subst ance abuse di sorder that so many of our
residents are facing. By acting together, we are
taki ng the necessary strides to strengthen the
way we support individuals seeking treatnent.

For this reason, | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Martinez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

| would l'ike to thank both
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Senat or Mayer and Senator Martinez, both of whom
had very simlar bills on this issue and joined
forces together for the bill that we have before
us today.

As Senator Martinez mentioned, this
is a big problem You know, sober |iving houses
could be part of the solution. And we've heard
good stories that if you have enough noney and
you can afford one, you m ght get a safe,
adequat e bed and an opportunity to |l earn the
skills to live a sober life.

W' ve al so heard enornmous horror
stories that these are nothing nore than noney
rackets, and where people are reexposed on a
daily basis to the tenptation of drugs and
al cohol and wor se.

So this bill actually creates
standards, | ooks at how many there are in
New York State -- for instance, QASAS doesn't
regul ate them Medicaid doesn't regul ate them
Department of Health doesn't regulate them So
what are the common standards? You know, what
can we expect? Can a patient expect, when they
go to a sober living house, that they' Il have a

cl ean and sober experience while they're there?
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So this is an inportant piece of
| egislation. | thank Senator Martinez, | thank
Senat or Mayer for comi ng together on this, and |
urge col | eagues' support.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kaplan to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,

M. President.

We all recognize by now t hat we have
a crisis in New York State. Addiction has
touched every famly, every school, every
community and particularly Long Island.

We've | ost far too many innocent
young souls to this disease. And we've watched
as our friends and famly, desperate to get help,
have been repeatedly failed by a systemt hat
doesn't understand their struggle and doesn't
provi de them the support they need.

We nust do everything we can to
fight the disease of addiction by doing
everything we can to hel p people get into a
| ong-termrecovery.

| am proud that our recent budget
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will do nore to fight addiction and support
recovery than any budget in our history,
particularly by expandi ng access to 28-day
treat ment prograns.

But that's not where the fight ends.
We need to do nore to nake sure that people
| eavi ng those treatnment progranms have access to
safe, supportive recovery hones, which are a
critical tool for many to get on a long-term
recovery road.

This legislation is the first step
to making ultimately regul ated recovery hones
operating in our state, so that we can ensure
t hese hones provide the safe, supporting
envi ronnent necessary for those seeking |ong-term
recovery.

| thank Senator Martinez and
Senat or Mayer for sponsoring this |egislation,
and |"'mproud to vote in the affirmative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kapl an to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can you please call on Senator Giffo for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo for an introduction.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you, Senator
G anaris. Thank you, M. President.

W have a group that we tal ked about
alittle earlier. W had the opportunity to read
t he resol ution and discuss the resolution on
Brai n Aneurysm Awar eness Month, but now we have
our visitors who are with us. | know, as I
indicated earlier, they were in the Capitol today
and they were in the Assenbly chanber.

So we appreciate all of you being
here in Al bany today. These are the survivors of
brain aneurysnms, as well as their famly and
caregivers. And they are here sharing their
stories today and al so their experiences in
dealing with brain aneurysnmns.

So, M. President, |1'd ask that we

recogni ze those who are in attendance and pl ease
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acknow edge their presence and give themthe
courtesies of the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.
W extend to you all the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk today?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, April 30th, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, April 30th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 3:58 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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