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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Reverend Soni a Chanbers, senior pastor of
Standard Bearer Mnistries in Rosedale, wll
deliver today's invocation.

Reverend Chanbers.

REVEREND CHAMBERS: Good nor ni ng.

Can we bow our heads.

Fat her, we just thank You and we
just praise You for this tinme. Father, we thank
You for every legislative body here. Cover each
and every person, their famlies -- bring unity,
even now, in the name of Jesus.

Fat her, | thank You for covering
New York State. W thank You that wi sdomis
bei ng poured down on each and every nman and each
and every wonan. W thank You that bipartisan
lines can be connected. W thank You, O God,

that You' re going to do sonething newin this
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house. W thank You, O God, that You're going to
do sonething perfect for Your will. | thank You,
O God, that You're taking care of the people and
You're taking care of the famlies, and
furthernore, You're taking care of New York

We thank You that You're doing it
for Your glory. W thank You that You're doing
it for Your honor. And we thank You that each
and every person here will be blessed. | speak a
bl essing over their lives, even now, in Jesus'
name. Anen.

SENATCOR SANDERS: M. President, |
want to thank Reverend Chanbers for being here,
and | want to ask that the courtesies of the
house be extended to her and her fl ock.

Thank you very nuch, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,

Thur sday, March 28, 2019, the Senate nmet pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Wdnesday,
March 27, 2019, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout

obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
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Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Kennedy, on page 20 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 347, Senate
Print 3657, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
Senator Giffo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President, on
behal f of Senator Boyle, | submt the follow ng
Senate Bill, 700, and ask that it be discharged

fromits respective commttee and recomm tted

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2191

with instructions to strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the exception
of Resol ution 853.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolution 853, please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we pl ease
take up previously adopted Resol ution 783, by
Senat or Harckham read that resolution in its
entirety, and recogni ze Senator Harckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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Nunber 783, by Senat or Harckham recogni zi ng
March 29, 2019, as Vi et nam Vet erans Day.
"WHEREAS, The State of New York
takes great pride in acknow edgi ng days of
observance of significant historic events; and
"WHEREAS, March 29, 2019, has been
decl ared Vi et nam Vet erans Day; and
"WHEREAS, The United States carried
out its first conbat m ssion against the
Viet Cong on January 12, 1962; in Qperation
Chopper, United States Arny pilots lifted nore
t han 1,000 South Vi etnam service nenbers over
jungl e and underbrush to capture a Nati onal
Li beration Front stronghold near Sai gon; and
"WHEREAS, The | ast American troops
| eft Vietnamon March 29, 1973; and
"WHEREAS, During the 11-year war,
Americans fromdifferent backgrounds, races, and
creeds banded together to fight against the
Vi et Cong; and
"WHEREAS, More than 3 million
Ameri cans served their country, and nore than
58,000 sacrificed their lives; the nanes of those
| ost are forever engraved in the black granite

Vi et nam Menori al in Washington, D.C.; and
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"WHEREAS, The Vi etnam Vr era was a
tunul tuous tinme in Anerica; when our brave
service nmenbers returned honme, often with
physi cal and enotional scars, the voices of
t hose who opposed the war sadly overcane those
who supported our troops; and

"WHEREAS, The State of New York
wi shes to show its Vietnam veterans the respect
and appreciation they deserve, but did not always
get when they returned hone; now, therefore, be
it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to recognize
March 29, 2019, as Vietnam Veterans Day, and to
t hank our brave Vi etnam veterans for their
honorabl e service to their country; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, that copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Vi et nam vet eran organi zations."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

| also want to thank Senator Brooks
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for cosponsoring this inportant resol ution.

| " ve spoken on this floor with pride
about the service of ny father and ny grandfat her
in Wrld wWar 11 and World War |. Those who
fought in Wrld War 11 were called the "G eatest
Ceneration,” and with good reason.

But there was anot her great
generation that didn't always get the accol ades
that it deserved, and they canme from pl aces |ike
Peekski |l and Carnel and Patterson and
Mount Kisco. And they went to a place called
Vi et nam because their country asked themto.

Wen they were called to service, they went.

They went professionally, they went capably, they
fought hard, and they brought honor to thensel ves
and to their country. And yet when they cane
back, their country did not always recognize the
sacrifices and the acconplishnments that they
made.

And thankfully, as tinme has passed,
we' ve begun to recogni ze our veterans for their
i ncredi ble service. But when they canme back,
they didn't stop serving, because they were there
for each other. They canme back w th physical

ill nesses, they cane back with wounds, they cane
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back wi th psychol ogical scars. And while the
rest of society was not necessarily focused on
their pain and their plight after their service,
they were. And they were there for each other,
and they continue to be there for each other.

For instance, in things |ike the
Dwyer Peer-to-Peer Program which |I'mproud to
say we in a bipartisan fashion have put back in
t he budget. Just a val uabl e program of one vet
hel pi ng anot her vet.

And so today we gather here in a
bi parti san way to honor their service. W have
gentl emen here from Wstchester and Putnamin ny
district, but we have Vietnamveterans from al
our districts. So today |I'm proud to honor
Karl Rhode, Arthur Hanl ey, Janes MCart hy,
John Mastronmarino, JimMartin, Salvatore
Bel | anconi, Harry Sherblom Joseph P. Reynol ds,
and Frank Goderre, as this |egislative body today
pauses to honor Vietnam veterans and we decl are
this Vi etnam Vet erans Day.

So, M. President, | hunbly ask that
you allow themall the privileges that this
chanber affords and all the respect fromall of

the nenbers of this esteened body.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Brooks on the resol ution.

SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,

M. President.

Today is Vietnam Veterans Day. This
war and the events that took place during this
war changed Anerica. The war began when | was in
el enentary school. Wen it was tine to go to
coll ege, the war was still going on. The war
began under President Kennedy by sendi ng somne
advi sors. And over the course of the war, four
different presidents would serve as
commander -in-chief during this war.

During this time we would see the
assassination of a president of the United
States. We'd see the passage of a Cvil Rights
Act. W' d see President Johnson elect not to
seek reel ection because of the war. W'd see an
assassination of the civil rights | eader Martin
Lut her King, the assassination of a presidential
candi date and a Senator of this state, Robert
Kennedy. W' d see the election and the
resignation of Ri chard N xon as president, and
we'd see the installation of Gerald Ford, the

first unelected president in our nation's
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hi story.

The war started with sone troops
that were in Vietnamto serve as advisors. As
the war continued to grow and expand, the support
for the war was on decline. Vietnamwas the
first war that ever canme into our living roomns.
Every night we saw that war on tel evision, we saw
the horrors of what war really was. The words
and the nusic of the day reflected the war and
t he changi ng attitudes.

There was a line in one of the
songs, "You're old enough to kill but not old
enough to vote. You don't believe in war, but
what's that gun you're totin'?" Many felt that
our country was on the eve of destruction.
Protests across the nation grew. On colleges and
uni versities across the nation, protestors took
over canpuses. In Chio, National Guard units
that were called to restore order resulted in
four students being killed. The protests began
to focus beyond just the political |eaders and
suddenly the nmenbers of the service were beconi ng
targets of the protests. Finally, after 11
years, nore than 58,000 sol diers being | ost, nore

than 3 mllion individuals serving, President
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Ford returned the troops honme. But when they
came hone, they didn't have the wel cone that
troops nornmally have. They didn't hear the

t hank-yous that troops nornmally heard.

W' re honored today to have veterans
of that war. These nmen, |ike those who took up
arns to free this nation and create this nation,
t hose who took up arnms to maintain this as a
single nation, those that stornmed the beaches on
D-Day were all heroes. These nmen that are here
inthis roomtoday -- and all the veterans of
Vietnam -- were heroes. But they never received
t he wel come honme they deserve.

They were called to service by this
nation, and they served admrably. The war was
one which the country becanme fed up with. But
t hese nen, these nen did what they were told to
do.

So today, to these nmen, we say
wel come honme. We say thank you for your service.
May God bl ess each and every one of you and may
God bless the United States of Anmerica.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Mayer on the resol ution.
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SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President. And it's nmy honor.

And | want to thank Senator Harckham
and Senator Brooks for bringing this resolution
to the floor today, but this really is a day to
honor you individually, as individuals who really
stepped up in a tinme of great conflict, went and
served our country, and came home in a tine of
great conflict where you were not acknow edged
and recogni zed and t hanked.

And today is another opportunity for
us to say we nade a m stake when you came hone.
Today we thank you in an official way on behalf
of the people of the State of New York. So many
of you came back to your communities and junped
in and joined groups and participated and becane
active menbers of your conmunity, and we're so
appreciative. But others of your colleagues cane
home and were unable to do that and had a | asting
pain and really the chall enges of serving in
Vi etnam had an inpact on their lives forever.

So we have an obligation as nmenbers
of this body and as nmenbers of this country, one,
to cel ebrate and honor your contribution, to

t hank you, and to nmake a |l asting prom se to those
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who could not rmake it when they came back that we
owe it to themto give them everything they need
in order to survive and thrive.

Today is a day for you. W honor
you. We appreciate your being here. | know
several of you are fromny district. But
t hroughout New York State, fromvillages and
towns, fromcities alike, people stepped up and
went. You were anong them W honor you, and we
appreci ate your being here today.

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Harckham and
Senat or Brooks for this.

| want to also thank all of the
vets. And to the Marines anong you, | say Senper
Fi. Only one? W've got to work on that.

That's all right.

| was trained by nmany of this
generation -- |I'mpost-Vietnam | was trained by
many of this generation, and | can attest that it

was sone tough training that you guys had. You
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were very serious init.

| al so want to applaud the raw
courage that it took to do your duty, to get out
there and to just go fromone world to another
world to -- you know, ours was not to question
why. We were just sent there, and whatever we
did -- raw courage.

| also want to say that in this
country there is roomfor dissent. That's part
of the reason why we fought. W wanted to nake
sure that there could be roomfor dissent. But I
encour age people who want to dissent, take it up
with the politicians who send folk to these
pl aces. Take it up with those guys. Don't take
it up with the troops. The troops, we just do
what ever we're ordered to do. W just go
wher ever the governnent says that we shoul d go.

So | encourage people who have
di ssent, this day or other days, take it up with
whoever is sending the troops.

And | encourage us in this country
that -- we seemto |ove the troops, but we really
forget the veterans when they get back. W
really kind of -- they're on their own out here.

And we could do sonething, as we have.
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Now, this body is better than nost,
and | applaud that on both sides of the aisle,
that when it cones to veterans, we are pretty
good in making sure that all of the needs that we
can think of are met. So | applaud all of us.

But | encourage the rest of the
nation that let's not forget that troops, God
wi |l ling, becone veterans, and they have needs and
scars and things that they want to contri bute.

So | applaud you all. | again
appl aud those of us who have served. And |
appl aud Senat or Har ckham and Senat or Brooks for
bringing us here together. And Senper Fi again.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Robach on the resol ution.

SENATOR ROBACH: Yes,

M. President.

Let nme rise to support this
important resolution. | think any tinme we can
appl aud, say thank you and recogni ze our
veterans, it's not only necessary but critically
i mportant.

And | want to especially thank those
Vi et nam vet erans who today we honor who are here

in the chanmber, and not only them but Vi etnam
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veterans all across our state. And | am al ways
so proud to work with Chapter 20 out of Monroe
County, our Vietnamveterans chapter, which in
addition | thank themfor their service, but have
been so active in creating a veterans court,
wor ki ng on prograns for honel ess veterans, PTSD
and lately taking up the mantle on the terrible
scourge we have where 22 veterans a day, of al
wars, are comm tting suicide.

So | thank you for what your past
servi ce has been, you're nen and wonen of your

era, and al so what you continue to do today on

behal f of veterans. |It's critically inportant.
And | want you to know, your efforts -- we just
don't thank you -- are inspiring to ne to make

sure that we put the resources to help you do the
i mportant job you do, to take care of the
veterans. O, as ny coll eague Senator Sanders
said, sonetines we have to put our actions with
our words. But we thank you.

And I'Il end on a very positive
note. Even though | think we got the whole
Vietnamthing wong in terns of veterans
returning, |I'malways so pl eased whenever |I'min

a parade for any reason and the Chapter 20 honor
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guard goes by Vi etnam veterans and the crowd
claps for themthe | oudest, because they know we
didn't get it right the first tine.

But 1'mglad we're getting it now.
And we thank you and all your coll eagues for what
you' ve done and what you continue to do. God
bl ess you. And know it's greatly appreciated and
we're going to nake sure that future generations
appreci ate that al so.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Serino on the resol ution.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President.

And it's so nice to see Karl and Art
and the other Vietnam veterans here today. |
t hank you for com ng.

You know, a |lot of us here renmenber
Col onel Larkin, right? And every tine he'd get
up and he'd speak so passionately and tell us his
stories, and he'd have tears in his eyes. And |
made a promise to himto always rem nd people
about the Honor Flight.

And | think, Karl and Art, you can

appreciate this, because just a couple of years
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ago they opened the Honor Flight to the Vietnam
veterans. And there wasn't a dry eye in the
airport. And | try to nake it to every single
one. And | think it's been such a long tine for
you guys to hear the thank you. And when you see
that at the airport, and the people that cone
out, | think it's very inportant for you guys to
know t hat you have this comunity behind you

And we thank you, and God bl ess al
of you for being here today. And God bl ess you
for your service. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hel mi ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. | rise in support of this
resol ution.

To our Vietnam veterans who are here
today, | honestly had no intention of rising to
speak on this resolution. M intention was to
come over, shake your hand and sincerely thank
you for your service to this great country of
ours. And to also apol ogize for the way you were
treat ed.

| find nyself very, very conflicted

about a couple of things. One, we talk a | ot
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about maki ng sure that we continue to honor our
veterans, that we do everything that we can to
make up for the horrendous treatnment that you
experienced as Vietnamveterans. And | am
thrilled today to hear from one of ny coll eagues
that the funding has been restored for the Dwer
program

But in ny area that | represent, the
Dwyer program doesn't cover nost of the area.
What does cover it is a programcalled the
Warrior Salute program It provides
conprehensi ve services for veterans who are
experiencing PTSD, for veterans who are honel ess.
It just -- it's a trenendous service. And this
body in the one-house budget cut the $200, 000
that that programreceived fromthe State Senate
year after year.

To ne, | think we could do better.
So many of the people, the recipients of the
Warrior Salute program are Vietnamveterans. W
can do better. W can show that we stand for
t hese veterans, that we're not just paying lip
service in this body, that we're doing everything
we can. So it's ny hope, ny desperate hope that

that programis restored.
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| want to tell you that |I'mbeing a
little bit selfish when | speak to you, too. M
son-in-law, right now, he's a proud nenber of the
U. S. Special Forces. He's on a mission. So |
want these services for the people who are
veterans. You need them

| also want to keep themintact for
our men and wonen who are currently out there
fighting. Otentimes we forget that we're still
a nation at war, that there are wonen and nmen who
are sacrificing their lives every single day.

| also want to bring up sonething
el se that | heard recently that |'ve been trying
to ignore, but it's time to speak out about it.
| represent an area of the Finger Lakes. Seneca
Falls, the birthplace of wonen's rights, is
| ocated in nmy district. And in Seneca Falls is
t he National Wnen's Hall of Fane.

| don't know if you gentl enen have
heard, | don't know if ny coll eagues have heard,
but the Winen's Hall of Fame has recently
announced that they are going to be inducting,
into the Hall of Fanme, Jane Fonda.

| guess there's not too nuch | want

to say about that. But | want to offer to you,
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i f you have thoughts on that, if you have

opi nions on that, please |let me know. Because

you can believe that | will be standing up for
our Vietnamveterans and will be adamantly
opposed to that, and | will carry your voices if

you'd like ne to.

Thank you, M. President. | proudly
stand in support of this resolution in support of
our Vi etnam veterans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| align nyself with the conments of
all of my colleagues today. It is a great day in
this house when we can say that we are all of one
accord. W should be able to say that far nore
often, | believe.

Senat or Har ckham and Senat or Brooks,
t hank you for bringing this resolution to the
floor. And to the brave veterans, thank you for
doi ng sonething that | could not inagine doing.
You see, | recognize ny privileges in society. |
recogni ze that | have things that other people

don't have. | have abilities that are afforded
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to me because of folks |ike you. Because of
folks like you that did things that you may or
may not have wanted to do but were conpelled to
do for the betternment of your country, for our
country.

And despite what you may think, you
make America great. You nmade Anerica great by
your sacrifices. You see, people like ne -- I'm
36 years old, |'ve |earned about the Vietnam War
only through recollections of others, only
t hrough pop culture, only through novies |ike
Dead Presidents, where you see the disparity and
the despair in Vietnamvets who cone hone and
can't find work, and you hear the songs |ike War,
by Edwin Starr, who sang "War, what is it good
for? Absolutely nothing."

And when you think about people like
you, who fought for nme, | couldn't not stand up.
Because |'ve fought for things, but |'ve never
had to fight. You had to do it. And you put the
American flag, literally and figuratively, on
your backs. And any tinme |'ve spoken to a vet
fromVietnam they can recall with crystal-clear
specificity about their service, about what they

di d, about who they | ost and where they were and
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what time it happened.

| can't imagi ne having to renenber
things that you renenber, for the sake of people
that -- that you've never even nmet. And |
daresay, M. President, the true test of
| eadership in this house, for nmenbers and
nonnmenbers, for anybody within the sound of ny
voice, is to think about what you're doing for
people that you'll never neet. That's
| eadership. That's bravery.

| salute you today and any ot her
day. God bless you. God bless your service.
And | strongly support this resolution,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to echo the comments of ny
col | eagues and thank the veterans for being here
today. | hope that your entire day here in
Al bany is enjoyable. | want to thank them for
their service.

As Senator Bailey said, it's a

commtnment that they have to show that they're
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true Anericans, that they truly cared about this
country. They went to serve it because they had
to. It was before the draft ended, so they
didn't have a choice. But they wanted to serve
our country, they wanted to make sure that we had
a better life for all of us so that we could be
here today, so that America could be the country
that it truly aspires to be, a country that
serves all, that works for all, and that enbraces
all.

So | just want to thank them for
their service. | can't speak to -- | would speak
to many things about this, because when |
fini shed high school, the draft ended. And | was
so happy that the draft ended, because | was a
big chicken. | was worried about going. | was
worried about having to serve. | saw all of the
news reports and the stories.

And it takes a special person to
want to go into battle, to know -- especially
with Vietnam which was the first tel evised
war -- the horrors that you' re going to go into,
but you want to serve this country and you want
to go. It takes a special person to do that.

So in ny office we have regul ar
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veterans neetings every nonth. | hope that we
all, in our owm way, are doing everything we can
to salute our veterans, to help themto find ways
to make sure that their quality of life is
everything that they deserve to be. Mst of the
veterans | know, when they have cone back to
their conmunities, they are active in their
comunity in service ways. They're not | ooking
for handouts, they're looking to try to be a real
part of their conmunity.

So | want to salute all the veterans
here. | want to thank you. | know that you're
active in your communities also. And | would
hope that we learn fromthem because they're
living exanpl es of what people truly need to be:
Sel fl ess, committed people that want to see a
better country.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mont gonery on the resol ution

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to thank Senator Brooks and

Senat or Harckham for this resolution and to join

you in celebrating the men of greatness who are
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in our house today, and want to say that
certainly as part of what hopefully we're making
up for, for the m stake that we made for not
absolutely welconmng in a very big way the nen
and wonen who came back from Vi et nam

| have a brother who was a Vietnam
veteran -- who is a Vietnhamveteran. And | just
remenber | was not angry because ny brother, when
he cane honme, it was the nost wonderful, joyful
thing for certainly me but also certainly for
sure ny nother and ny famly, because we were
happy that he was able to come honme from Vi et nam

So | didn't have the sane experience
of being angry. And | wel comed hi m hone, and |
wel comre you here today. And | also thank the
fact that | have in ny district an organization
whi ch was one of the first if not perhaps the
first organization of African-American veterans,
especially Vietnamveterans, founded by Job
Mashari ki, who was al so a Vi etnam vet eran.

So we share a lot in this room of
very, very inportant and special regard for you,
| ove for you.

And t hank you, because you have

gi ven us an opportunity to tal k about how great
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Anerica has been, is -- and to a very large
extent because of what you were willing to give
on our behal f.

So thank you, and God bl ess you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in order to support ny
col | eagues Senat or Harckham and Senat or Brooks in
this resolution in honoring the veterans that are
here today. Understanding that around the
country, this is not only New York State but this
is Vietnam Vet erans Day.

| amnot a veteran. | was in
col | ege when nost of the activity was going on in
the war. And ny draft nunmber was 128. And the
| ast day of the draft, they reached up to |
bel i eve nunber 125. So | was happy that | was
not called. | did not volunteer. And | don't
know, quite frankly, if | would have vol unt eered.

But | respect those that have
served, those that may have been injured and
t hose that sacrificed their ultimate Iife on

behal f of our country.
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One of the things that |'ve said --
and |'"'ma newbie, I'ma new Senator. 1've only
been in the Senate three nonths. And | said to
my chief of staff, | want to nake sure that at
| east one of my staff nmenbers is a veteran. And
right now that nmenber came on board approxi mately
a nonth ago. So |'m happy about that.

And anything that | can do to help
to support veterans who have served our country
and sacrificed, I will do, in order to help them
who served our country.

And | say to all of you, thank you
for serving. Just like | amserving in a
different capacity here in the New York State
Senate, trying to do what's best for our state.
So | thank you for your service, and | honor you
t hi s afternoon.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gounardes on the resol ution

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,

M. President.

| can't match the el oquence that ny
col | eagues have spoken about this resolution on
behal f of our Vietnam veterans, especially

Senat ors Harckham and Brooks. But | rise today

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2216

because | want to dedicate ny vote and ny support
of this resolution for one particular Vietnam
veteran who had a profound inpact on ny life, and
that is M. Jim

M. Jim you see, was ny
scout naster, and he served two tours of duty in
Vietnam at a very young age. And then when he
returned back hone, one of the first things he
did was he started our Boy Scout troop. And he
served as our scoutmaster for 40-plus years,
graduated nore than 50 Eagle Scouts fromits
ranks, nyself being Nunber 46.

And | can stand here wi thout a hint
of exaggeration or hyperbole and say | would not
be in this chanber today were it not for M. Jim
and his | eadership and his guidance and his
mentorship and his ability to nold young boys
into young nmen -- all fromlessons he | earned
during his service and that he instilled in us
and inparted to us in his own deeply personal,
deeply stoic and incredibly -- incredible way.

He was a nman of deep integrity.

You know, M. Jimis no longer with

us. W lost himabout a year and a hal f ago.

And |i ke so many tines, we never get a chance to
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say thank you, we never get a chance to say
good-bye. And so | rise today to dedicate ny
vote to M. Jimto thank himfor what he has done
for me. And |'musing you as the vehicle by
which | can do that, so | want to thank you al
for your service, for what you' ve done for this
country, for what you' ve done for the people of
this country, and for who you are and who you
represent and the inpact it's had on all of us,
young and ol d.

|"ma product of the 9/11
generation. You know, the wars in Afghani stan
and lraq are the wars of ny generation. And in
my yout hful precociousness, | didn't fully
understand what it nmeant to go to war, what it
nmeant to sacrifice. And M. Jimtaught ne. And
M. Jimexplained. And M. Jimopened ny eyes.

So I thank himfor that, and | thank
you for your service to our country.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
M. President.

| also want to thank the sponsor for

bringing this resolution to the fl oor.
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You know, the reason why we
cel ebrate March 29th as Vietnam Veterans Day in
New York is because of a man by the nane of
Lester Mbdelowitz, a Vietnamveteran from
Staten Island, a good friend to nyself and
Senat or Savi no.

When | first arrived here in the
Senate, Lester Mbdelowitz canme to ne with the
i dea of creating this day. After all, it was in
1973 on this day that President N xon renoved the
| ast troops from Vi et nam and si gned an executive
order that day making it Vietnam Recognition Day,
but only for that year.

And Lester thought, together with
t he Vi etnam Vet erans of America chapter on
Staten Island, that we ought to recognize this
day every year. And to ne it was a no-brainer
| nmean, who woul d not agree with that idea?

| brought the idea to Assenbl ynman
Matt Titone; he authored it in the Assenbly. You
woul d think within mnutes it woul d have passed
both houses. It didn't. That was just the
begi nning of a multiyear effort to convince folks
across the political spectrumthat it was tine

that we stand up and recogni ze the m st ake that
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had been made and that which we owe the nen and
women who sacrificed in that conflict.

Peopl e who opposed it said: Andrew,
why do we need anot her day honoring veterans?
After all, we have Veterans Day, we have Menori al
Day, there are other opportunities throughout the
year. Do we really need another day? M/ answer,
of course, was: Absolutely, and here's why.

Because sonet hing different happened
to the Vietnamveterans. One of the shanefu
chapters in American history. And it has been
poi nted out here, they fought, they were sent --
as Senat or Sanders said, they were sent overseas
to defend our liberty. And whether you agreed or
not with the conflict, they did their duty. In
fact, by the way, sonmething you won't be taught
in school, they never lost a single battle. Not
a single battle was lost in Vietnam by the
American men and wonen who went there to fight
t here.

And so we said, W' ve got to right
that wong. And by righting the wong, we do two
things. W express our gratitude to them W
acknow edge wong. But we also, we also say to

the world that we know when it's tine to make
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amends. We know when it's tinme to address the

t hings that we've done that shouldn't have
happened, and to understand why they happened. A
ot of factors that contributed to that. But
clearly, you had warped Hol | ywood actors and
actresses, people in the nedia, you had phony
politicians, you had a m sguided public -- al
conspired, all conspired to attack the very thing
whi ch we shoul d honor npbst in Anerica.

And so they say we've | earned from
it, but I"'mhere to tell you we've got to remain
vigil ant, because those sane -- those sane
ignorant, petty forces will continue to exist
Wi thin human nature, unfortunately.

So we did it here in New York. And
then we worked with other states. Senator Savino
and | and Assenbl yman Titone were contacted by a
nunber of |egislative houses across Anerica, and
every single year a couple of new states nmade
this the law. W |obbied the federal governnment
for six years to nake it a national day of
recogni tion; we were unsuccessful.

But |I'm happy to announce that on
March 28, 2017, President Trunp signed the

Vi et nam Vet er ans Recogni ti on Act, which makes
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today a national day, every year, of recognition
for Viethamveterans. And it ought to be that
way.

Fifty-seven thousand ni ne hundred
thirty-nine American soldiers' names are
inscribed on that wall in Washington, D.C
Everyone here ought to go there and behold the
sacrifice, the sacrifice and the blood that was
spilt on our behal f.

So once again, as | do every year
and every day, | want to say thank you, Vietnam
veterans. Thank you for your sacrifices in
defense of the greatest nation the world has ever
known, the first nation on this earth conceived
and founded upon the idea of individual Iiberty,
whi ch sits on the bedrock of freedom The first
ever. We've got to make sure that |ight never,
never |leaves this earth. And it will not as |ong
as there are men and wonen |ike the men and wonen
we call Vietnam veterans.

So | thank you on behalf of this
body, on behalf of ny state, and on behal f of
this country. Thank you, and God bl ess you. And
as Senat or Brooks said, something wasn't said to

you that shoul d have been said then, and al
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these years later we need to keep saying it,
Senat or Brooks: Wl cone hone, wel conme hone,
wel cone hone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Savi no on the resol ution.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

First I want to conpletely associate
nmyself with the conmments of Senator Lanza,
particularly with his recognition of our
Staten |slander Lester Mdelowtz, who hel ped
make sure of the passage of the legislation here
in New York State establishing a Vietnam Veterans
Day. Lester is a proud Staten Islander and a
Vi etnam vet and a good friend.

| want to thank al so ny col |l eagues
for bringing this resolution to the floor,
Senat or Brooks and Senator Harckham and all of
nmy col |l eagues for the recognition of the Vietnam
vets who are here. To you, | thank you for your
servi ce.

And as | listen to Senator Brooks
tal k about the tine frame of the years of the
Vi etnam War, | was nmuch younger then, so | wasn't

a teenager or a college student, | was in granmar
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school. And I renenber there was a national
canpai gn for younger kids, it was called the
Vietnam Bracelet. W all wore one. It was a
silver bracelet with the nane of a Vietnam either
veteran or PONor an MA And we al

participated in praying for their recovery or for
themto cone hone.

Because we were | ooking at the
Vi et nam vet erans sonmewhat differently than
others. W saw them for what they were. They
were fighting a foreign land for the |iberty and
t he defense of our nation. W didn't see it as a
political effort, we saw them as sol diers that
had been taken fromtheir home to go sonmewhere
el se to defend Anrerica. That's how children saw
it. That's how | see it to this day.

To this day, Vietnamveterans still
struggle with the way they were treated when they
canme home. And as Senator Lanza said and Senat or
Brooks said, every opportunity we have to
apol ogi ze and to rem nd you that you are wel cone
hone, we should do so. So whether it's an action
t aken here today, the National Day of
Recogni tion, or standing up al ongsi de of you

every year when you rem nd us how nany have still
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yet to conme hone.

There are still roughly 1350
pri soners of war in Vietnamthat have yet to be
accounted for. Several nore, 1500 or so, m ssing
in action who have not been found and returned
home. And we should not rest until everyone who
| eft here serving in the uniformof the
United States is returned honme in one way, shape
or form And we know the Vi etnam veterans of
America will not rest until that happens.

And | personally want to thank
Vietnamvets for their efforts over the last two
years to help me convince the Governor to do
sonmething that he didn't want to do in the
begi nning, to add post-traunmatic stress disorder
as a qualifying condition under the New York
St at e Conpassi onate Care Act, the nedi cal
marijuana law. It was sonewhat controversi al
and | know even within the veterans conmunity.
But many of you stepped forward and said you're
still suffering 40 years beyond a war that ended.

And you were willing to cone forward
and help change the law to nake it easier for
peopl e who are suffering, recognizing that

today's vets, the Iraq and Afghani stan vets, are
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as affected, sonetinmes even nore so.

So again, thank you for your service
then. Thank you for your service to the
comunity now, to veterans organi zations.

Wl come hone, wel conme home, wel cone hone.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ant onacci on the resol ution.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Thank you,

M. President.

Today's resol ution brings back
menories of ny dad's service in the mlitary --
he was in the U S. Navy -- but also ny nmentor, ny
uncl e Tony Nesci. And Tony Nesci, who is now
deceased, formul ated the Veterans Menorials at
the New York State Fair on the New York State
fairgrounds, with the help of state governnent
and ot hers.

| invite you to come to Syracuse
during the New York State Fair. Veterans Day at
the fair is the second Thursday. The first
sausage sandwich is on ne. [It's about the only
way | can really thank you, other than to say
t hank you. But the cerenony that we conduct at

exactly 11 a.m is a wonderful cerenony.
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And as we say, all gave sone; sone
gave all. And we also read a poemthat talks
about how the veteran has affected all of our
lives. It is the veteran that gave us freedom of
speech, freedom of region, the ability to debate
in this great hall.

But | would |Iove to have you cone to
Syracuse. The way we honor all veterans, and in
particul ar Vietnamveterans, | think you' d be
very pleased wth.

Thank you for your service.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott on the resol ution.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today, first of all, to thank
Senat or Harckham and Senator Brooks, my coll eague
on the Veterans Conmittee and the chair.

But | rise frommy own uni que
perspective as a conbat veteran of a different
conflict, the conflict in Afghanistan. And
t hi nk about what it was |ike when | canme hone.
And | think about the reception at the airport, |
t hi nk about going to ny city council neeting and

bei ng wel coned back and being all owed to speak
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and being wel comed hone in front of ny fell ow
nei ghbors and residents and fam |y nenbers.
Marching in a parade. | think about getting ny
t hank-a-vet card and being able to go to the
stores and get discounts at restaurants, at
Hone Depot. And I think about -- basically, it
was -- it was you were like a rock star.

| think about the commercials on TV
and the novi es about veterans and just this
feeling that veterans provided an inval uable
service to our country. And they do.

But | contrast that with how you
came back. You weren't a hero, you were a baby
killer. You weren't a hero, you were an enabl er
of a country and a system and an adm ni stration
that many on the antiwar left crowd | unped in and
attacked. You were a problem And we didn't
know how to deal with that problem when you cane
back hone.

|"msure it was easy for sone to
forget the 57,000-pl us Anericans who di ed over
there. And | think about, you know, every
mlitary funeral, a flag is presented to the
famly menbers. And it's presented with the

words "On behalf of a grateful nation.” How
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hol | ow t hose words rnust have rung to many of
those fam |ies, because you returned to a nation
t hat seened anything but grateful for your

servi ce.

Now, the good news today, | think --
and this gives me hope, when you hear everyone
tal king, that we can |earn fromthose past
experiences. Not just feel bad, not just say
we're sorry, but actually learn fromthat
experience, to take something away and make sure
that it never happens again.

And that, to ne, is your great
| egacy that | want all of you to know and every
Vi et nam vet eran around the country to know, and
in the State of New York to know, that your
|l egacy to me is fromny generation of veterans,
we got to conme hone to a very different wel cone.
W got to conme hone and to be a part of a country
and a world that treats veterans and | ooks at our
veterans very differently, because you have nade
a commtnment that that woul d never happen to
anot her generation of veterans again.

And so on behal f of ny generation of
veterans, | say thank you not only for your

service to our country, but thank you for what
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you have continued to do for veterans and to
rem nd people that while you can oppose a war or
a policy, you should never nmisconstrue that with
the nen and wonen who give their lives and put
their lives on the line to defend this country.
Because sonme of you volunteered, |ike |I did, but
some of you were drafted. And again, we want to
remenber those who didn't cone back at all, that
we could learn fromtheir sacrifice and |earn
fromthis experience.

So | thank you for your service. |
t hank the sponsors for the resolution. | thank
all of nmy coll eagues who have spoken today. And
| say thank you, wel conme hone.

M. President, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris on the resolution

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

We often pause in this chanber to
recogni ze the sacrifices of our veterans and to
appreciate all that they've done for us, but the
Vi et nam vet erans are special, for many of the
reasons we've already heard from nmany of ny

col | eagues. O course, the Vietnam War was the
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last tine a draft was inplenented in the

United States, which nmeans so many of our
veterans served not necessarily by choice but by
a sense of obligation and duty to their country
and a sense of service to the United States.

And that service, unfortunately, was
not recognized as it should have after it had
concl uded, as nany have al ready i ndi cat ed.

And so we recognize too that the
sacrifices made in the Vietnam War were not only
lives lost or physical or nmental health, but al so
a sacrifice of personal dignity so that the rest
of us can learn howto do it right. So as we
heard Senator Ortt say how we now appreciate in a
nore appropriate way the service in the mlitary
of Anericans, we have |earned that | esson because
of what all of you went through.

And for that | wanted to say that we
appreciate you and all you have done to nmake the
United States all it is. And I'msure that
future generations of veterans al so thank you for
suffering so that they could be appreciated
appropriately.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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resol uti on was previously adopted on March 26t h.

To our Vietnamveterans, | want to
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. As you
heard, we all thank you for your service to this
country. W extend to you all the privileges and
courtesies of this house. Wl conme hone. Please
rise and be recogni zed.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at the request of Senator Harckham that
resolution is open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
pl ease take up Resol ution 853, by Senator Thonas,
read that resolution in its entirety, and
recogni ze Senator Thonmas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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Nunber 853, by Senat or Thonas, cel ebrating Holi,
an ancient H ndu Spring Festival.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi slative Body, in keeping with its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay
tribute to those events which foster ethnic
pri de and enhance the profile of cultural
di versity which strengthens the fabric of the
comunities of New York State; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to cel ebrate Holi, an ancient Hi ndu
Spring Festival; and

"WHEREAS, Holi is an ancient Hi ndu
Spring Festival, also known as the Festival of
Col ors, which celebrates fertility, color, |ove,
and the triunph of good over evil; and

"WHEREAS, The Festival signifies the
com ng of spring, the joy of friendship, and
equality for all; and

"WHEREAS, The col ored powders used
in Holi represent |ove, happi ness, and the
freedomto live vibrantly, which are al
princi pl es shared and pronoted by the Cari bbean
Equality Project (CEP); and

"WHEREAS, The origins of the
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festival can be found in various |egends in Hi ndu
nmyt hol ogy, one of which tells the story of a
denon, Holika, and her brother, King
Hi r anyakashi pu; on the night before Holi,
bonfires are Iit to signify the burning of Holika
and the victory of good over evil; and

"WHEREAS, This year, Holi begins on
Wednesday, March 20t h and ends on Thur sday,
March 21st; the timng of Holi depends on the
noon, meaning the date of the event can vary,
al though it usually occurs in March to mark the
end of winter; and

"WHEREAS, It is the intent of this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and comrend events
whi ch synbol i ze the historical, social and
cul tural devel opnent of this great state and
enbody the spirit of the principles upon which
this nation was founded; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to celebrate
Holi, an ancient H ndu Spring Festival."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Thomas on the resol ution.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
M. President.
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| rise to celebrate the Festival of
Holi as a nenber of the nost diverse class of
Senators in this chanber at any point in New York
history. I'malso fully aware, as an inmm grant,
| owe a lot to these veterans here for what they
have done to fight for ne and for ne to stand
here to celebrate a festival that happens
t housands of mles away.

Now | et's get back to Holi. {In
Hindi.} That basically neans | wi sh you all a
Happy Holi, fromme and ny famly.

And we have special guests with us
in our chanmber fromny community to cel ebrate
with us all. | would like to introduce Ashok
Adi koppul a, El angovan Ranan, Mbi deen Put henchira,
Ved Shravah, Basavaraj Benki, Venu Gunji, Ml an
Susan Babu, Paul Uppal, and Kal pesh Kat hiriya.

Holi is one of the great festivals
of India, which is celebrated with great zeal
zest and enthusiasm It is also called the
Festival of Colors, during which people play with
col ors and splash colors on each other. You may
have seen in this in your own constituencies and
wondered what it neans.

This isn't a religious festival;
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instead, it marks the start of spring. It is
al so a festival of conpromise. This is the day
when sonmeone you nmay have disagreed with in the
past year, throws sone colors on you, hugs you
and you all becone friends.

As part of this festival today I
wanted to come around to my Republican
col | eagues, throw some colors and put ny arns
around you to becone friends, but |I was advised
against it. Maybe next tine.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR THOVAS: Holi is also a
festival of harnony, where friends and rel atives
get together in the evening or visit their
friends, famly and nei ghbors and greet themwth
colors and sweets. The nouth-watering delicacies
of Holi, like |laddus, add a flavor to the season
of festivity. Don't worry, Senators and staff.
Everyone in this chanber gets a | addu today to
celebrate with us. People hug each other on Hol
and give a new beginning by forgetting all the
hatreds and sorrows.

As we take part in another yearly
tradition called the New York State budget, where

we are sure to have many di sagreenents, |et us
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take a nonment today to be kind to those who
di sagree with us, give thema hug, and eat a
| addu.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

As the proud Senator of Southeast
Queens, | actually have the | argest
| ndo- Cari bbean conmunity, Richnond H |l and South
Ozone Park, so I'mvery famliar

One of the things I was not famliar
with was that -- you see this suit? This is not
what you go to the holiday in. 1 quickly |earned
to my dismay and to ny dry cleaner's joy that
this is the worst and last thing that you go in.

| can only tell you that | never
knew there were that many colors in the world,
because ny suit had every single color. There
was not an area of ny suit that was not col ored.

| must admit that | -- I'mnot even
sure if | was able to wear it ever again. So if
anyone wants to partake in such a holiday, can

assure you, you do not want to wear your Sunday
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go-to-neeting cl ot hes.
But the holiday was for aids for

good spirits. And when people were throw ng

powder on me, | mght not have had the best
spirits, | confess, but then they would hug ne.
This was alarmng. | didn't know what to do.

What do you do in a case like that? After
guess the 12th powdering, | got into the spirit
of it and said the suit is gone, let nme just
enj oy the nonent.

So | have encouraged everyone -- in
fact if you want to participate with it, on
Sunday we're doing it in South Ozone Park, and |
encourage you to all cone out. But | would not
wear those beautiful shoes and that nice tie.
would cone a little different.

So I"'mglad that ny friends and
nei ghbors are here. |I'mglad that we are show ng
nore custonms. This is part of the beautiful
nosai ¢ that is Anerica, a beautiful thing that
we're bringing in nore custons and hol i days from
all over and excellent people fromall over.

So in the spirit of the season,
want to say thank you for all that you have

brought up here. 1'Il even forgive you for the
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suit that | can never wear again. But | |ook
forward to being out there, and this tine | want
to throw the chalk first. Thank you very mnuch

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to thank Senator Thomas
for bringing this resolution to the floor. And
you may wonder why is she rising to speak on
Holi. | am someone who has cel ebrated Holi for
my entire life. O as we call it in Guyana,
Phagwah. So to everyone, Happy Phagwah. Happy
Hol i, Happy Phagwah.

And as Senator Sanders has said, if
you have not experienced it, | encourage everyone
to experience it just once in your life. |
remenber going to Amsterdam one year, and ny
not her and | are wal king and | heard this noi se,
and I'mlike, Wit is that? Wat are they doing?
So we go around the corner. Lo and behold, they
were celebrating Holi. And what did | do? 1In
Ansterdam the streets of Amsterdam

cel ebr at ed.
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That's what it's about. It's about
fun. It's about elimnating all the negative
fromyour |ife and participating in something
that's bringing joy to us.

So to everyone again, Happy Holi,
Happy Phagwah, and let's celebrate the joys in
our lives. Thank you all very much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to thank Senator Thomas for
bringing this resolution to enlighten this
chanber about the joys of Holi or Phagwah, which
is also knowmn as the Festival of Love.

Menbers keep claimng they have the
nost whatever in their districts.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: But | want to
claimthat | have a good representation also in
my district. And | want to share Senator
Sanders's exanpl e, because | went in a suit and
tie to the first Holi festival, and they were
waiting for me. So --

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR COVRI E: And |'m an easy
target, so that was a --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: It was a | ot of
fun.

And, you know, one thing that's
great about this country is that when people cone
here and they're showing us what their history
is, what their religions are, you know, what
their traditions are and that they can cel ebrate
it here in New York in a positive way, that they
can pass those traditions on to their children,
that their children can see |living exanples of it
happening within the community, and that we can
all enbrace it, there's another testanent to the
men who were just here that fought to preserve
this country so that people can now cone here and
celebrate their traditions as well.

So Happy Holi, Happy Phagwah. And
|"mjust glad that we can do these types of
things in a country that enbraces diversity.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor

signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
courtesies and privileges of this house. Please
rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Thonmas woul d |like to open this resolution
for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now cal |
up previously adopted Resolution 678 by Senat or
Ranos - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: O der
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in the chanber, please. Oder in the chanber,
pl ease.
Senator G anaris.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Sorry,
M. President.

-- previously adopted Resol ution
678, by Senator Ranpbs, read its title only, and
recogni ze Senator RanoDs.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
678, by Senator Ranps, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuono to proclaimMarch 31, 2019, as
Cesar Chavez Day in the State of New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

We do not have any federal holidays
that cel ebrate American Latinos in this country,
despite our nunerous contributions since its
inception. Gowng up Latino in this country is
hard. W rarely see our heroes in textbooks, and
we often see ourselves and our parents denigrated

in the news.
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We are rarely given the opportunity
to celebrate who we are and tell our own stories.
It is nore inportant than ever that we uplift
t hose who have fought against the system of
suprenacy that has col oni zed us, enslaved us,
tried to erase us fromhistory, and continues to
exploit our |abor every time there is a chance.

|"mproud to say that in this
chanber, that ends today. M. President, | rise
to celebrate one of the greatest Americans to
have ever lived. As we hear in the resolution,
Cesar Chavez worked tirelessly to organize
farmwor kers usi ng nonviolent tactics, to have
their work appropriately conpensated and their
human rights recogni zed. That journey began many
decades ago, and his work isn't finished.

As nore Latino Americans begin to
fill the halls of legislative bodies across the
country and in this state, we bring with us our
life experiences but, nost inportantly, the
i nnuer abl e sacrifices of our parents and our
ancestors who often conme fromcountries that were
pillaged, only to cone to this country to be
pill aged again every day.

It is our duty to ensure that our
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har dshi ps are not endured by future generations.
In New York there is a JimCrowera law still on
our books that denies human beings, nostly bl ack
and Latino taxpaying New Yorkers, parity with
nearly every other worker in this state.
Farmvorkers in New York State do not have the
right to a day off or unenpl oynent benefits or
overtime pay or the right to collectively
bargain. And that nust change once and for all.

We know t hat the agricul tural
i ndustry, nostly famly farns, have their
chal | enges, especially as corporations
increasingly exert their political influence to
take over the industry, and even as consuner
pref erences change. As |'ve begun to tour
upstate New York, | have net farmers who are good
enpl oyers out of their own volition, and | have
met farmworkers whose living quarters are on the
orchards they work, meaning they breathe in
pesticides day in and day out.

| have heard stories of wonen
farmwrkers raising their voices agai nst
di sparities in pay only to be fired for standing
up for thenmselves. | have net nen and wonmen who

toil relentlessly for the profit of others
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wi t hout nmuch to show for thenselves. |In fact, |
asked one of the wonen | net what her plan for
retirement was. She |laughed at nme. And she told
nme "you only leave farmwork in very, very old
age, if you're sick or you're dead." {In

Spani sh. }

This is New York in 2019. W can do
better. The fate of a worker's quality of life
shoul d not be left to the fortune of finding a
good enployer. No human being is disposabl e.
Their rights nmust be codified |i ke everyone
el se's. W can pass the Farmworker Fair Labor
Practices Act this session. W'I|l be hol ding
heari ngs across the state on the subject so we
can hear fromevery stakeholder. And I'd like to
t hank ny col | eagues Senators Metzger, May and
Martinez for working with ne.

It is always the right time to do
the right thing. It is always the right tinme to
recogni ze the humanity in others. It is always
right to grant people the respect and the dignity
that they inherently deserve.

As Cesar Chavez said hinself: "W
draw our strength fromthe very despair in which

we have been forced to live. W shall endure.”
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Si, se puede.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

The Bible teaches us that we're
going to be judged not by how many i nportant
friends we have or who's strong and who's rich,
but what have we done for the | east anong us.

And Cesar Chavez is a person who
stood out for doing for the | east anobng us,
taking his life on the Iine over and over to help
organi ze fol k who everyone had seeningly turned
t heir backs on.

Now, | -- this neans a little
something to me nore than nost because ny father
was a sharecropper. | come fromthis group of
peopl e. Just as good as anybody el se, with needs
for the opportunities of everyone el se.

So absolutely we can't stop until we
find the last person in New York that doesn't
have equality of opportunity, that doesn't have
the opportunities. And if these are the
farmwrkers, then we need to turn our attention

i medi ately to addressing this situation.
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Let's address it in a way that
doesn't have the farnms go out of business, but |
believe that there is a way that we can find a
way to -- that everybody wants to ensure the
equal ity of opportunity, which is the thing that
makes Anerica great, if we can ever get to it.

So having said those things, again,
| want to thank you for bringing this to the
floor. W nust always continue to fight and
remenber that an injury to one is an insult to
all of us. That we can't just say that we can
turn our backs on themand we'll eat the food but
we won't think about who's picking the food and
getting the food to us. That's a foolish thing
to do. Especially if they're getting sick in
your food? Not a good thing. Let's do sonething
about this.

Thank you for Chavez, bringing the
resolution. And thank himfor |ooking out for
all of us.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President.
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My colleagues, | rise in order to
support the resolution put forward by our
col | eague Jessi ca Ranpbs honoring Cesar Chavez.
H's birthday is two days fromnow, March 31st.

And al so in support of the bill that
i s sponsored by her, and which |I ama cosponsor,
dealing with the farmwrkers in New York State,
maki ng sure that they have the opportunity to
have a day's rest, making sure that they have the
opportunity to receive overtinme and a fair wage,
and maki ng sure that the opportunity -- that
they, like other state enpl oyees, have an
opportunity to join a union. That's what it's
about: Basic respect and dignity for all.

|'ve said this before, and sone
people don't Iike the anal ogy -- even nachi nes
have to take a break or else they burn out. And
we' re tal king about not nachines, we're talking
about human bei ngs that have famlies, that have
i ssues and concerns with their health, nmentally
and physically.

And so | stand today in support of
honori ng Cesar Chavez for what he's done in order
to bring respect and dignity to farmworkers

across not only our country but the world, in
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order to nmove forward and to put the bill that's
in front of us, that's been in front of both the
Senate and Assenbly for years. And hopefully,
God willing, we'll be able to nove it this year
and pass it into | aw

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 14th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Ranos
woul d |ike to open up that resolution for
cosponsorshi p, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you

choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 66,
Senate Print 783A, by Senator Breslin, an act to
anmend the Econom c Devel opnment Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is high and will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
328, Senate Print 41, by Senator Hoyl man, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to speak about this bill, to
explain that this legislation wuuld give courts
the discretion to order sone portion up to the
full amount of statutory fines or civil penalties
for state antitrust crines to go to the Ofice of
Victim Services. So that neans that fines that
are accrued in court over antitrust crimes can be
used for the victinms of domestic violence, for

nmedi cal expenses, funeral expenses, |oss of
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earni ngs or support, counseling costs, crine
scene cl eanups, the cost of donestic violence
shelters, |loss of property and attorneys fees.

And |I'mvery grateful to ny Assenbly
sponsor, Assenbl ymenber Engl ebright, for carrying
this legislation since the early 1990s and
pushing forward in a way that allowed its passage
in the other house. Unfortunately, it has never
been brought to the floor here in the Senate even
t hough it was 36 years ago, M. President, that a
judge attenpted to use civil penalties froma
white-collar crime to go to the Ofice of Victim
Servi ces.

Well, today we're correcting that
with this legislation and no |longer will we be
bl ocking an attenpt to help victins through the
Ofice of VictimServices. | vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Hoyl man to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 328, those Senators recorded in

t he negative are Senators Amedore, Antonacci,
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Jacobs, Jordan and O Mara.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
329, Senate Print 745A, by Senat or Montgonery, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mont gonmery to explain her vote.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to just thank the |eaders and
nmy col |l eagues for bringing forth this
legislation. [It's very inportant for so many of
us.

Many of my col |l eagues, especially
nmenbers on both sides of the aisle, especially

Republ i cans, have asked for their waterways to be
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designated as inland waterways for the express
pur pose of being eligible to participate in the
programthat this bill represents.

And so this legislation would all ow
for community boards in the City of New York to
also be eligible to participate in this program
It allows for local communities to receive a
grant that the state provides to help themwth
funding for planning for what shoul d happen on
the waterways in their comunities.

And so with this, New York City wll
be eligible, along with the other comrunities
around the State of New York, to participate.
Those of us who represent community boards with
waterfront land -- and several of us do in the
City of New York -- our community boards, which
is the citizens of the city, who are | ooking to
participate in the planning for their own
comunities, the state would now be able to
assist themin doing that.

So | want to thank you, and | | ook
forward to this |l egislation becomng |law this
session. Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Mont gonmery to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 329, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
Boyl e, Funke, Giffo, Hel m ng, Jacobs, Jordan,
Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Robach,
Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
332, Senate Print 1403, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 332, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci
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Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara,

Ott, Ranzenhofer, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
345, Senate Print 3537, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
352, Senate Print 4543, by Senator Parker, an act

to anend the Executive Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Met zger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZCER: | want to thank
Senat or Parker for introducing this |egislation.

If we want a better world for our
kids and for their kids, we have to address
climate change. And this is a great way for the
state to take steps in nodeling where we have to
go.

| drive an electric car, a Chevy
Volt. | have a huge district that | get around.
But it's not just about electric cars, it's about
changi ng the way we do things -- carpooling,
tel ecommuting. There are various changes that we
have to nake.

But the fact is that transportation
accounts for 42 percent of our greenhouse gas

em ssions, and we've got to reduce those if we're
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going to address this threat.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Met zger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Little to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

| certainly believe in a lot of the
conservation neasures that Senator Metzger was
speaking of. But when |I look at this bill and |
t hi nk about ny district, I don't see anything in
here that accounts for rural areas. And ny fear,
when it talks about limting the nunber of mles
state workers could drive or limting the nunber
of vehicles that state workers woul d have, | only
can think about the mleage that state workers
need -- think of the Conptroller's office and
audits that they're doing in the small towns in a
vast area. M/ Senate district alone is
6400 square ml es.

| think education and working with
people is the best way to do it, but not through
this. M fear is that there would be Iimtations
on what could be done. W don't have subways, we

have limted bus service, and we have great
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di stances. So therefore | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 352, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Antonacci, Funke,
Giffo, Jordan, Lanza, Little, O Mara, Ott and
Ranzenhofer. Also Senator Tedi sco.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an
i mredi ate Denocratic conference after session.

And | nove to adjourn until Sunday,
March 31st, at 10:00 a.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There

is an i nmedi ate neeting of the Denocratic
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Conf er ence.

And on notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Sunday, March 31st, at
10: 00 a.m, intervening days being |egislative
days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:37 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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