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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 28, 2019
3:36 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 26, 2019, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page nunber 21,
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Senat or Hoyl man noves to di scharge, fromthe
Commttee on Children and Fam lies, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 460 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 3999, Third Reading --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: O der
in the chanber, please. Oder in the chanber.

THE SECRETARY: -- Third Readi ng
Cal endar 351.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page nunber 21,
Senat or Kapl an noves to di scharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Judiciary, Assenbly Bill 3487 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 4622,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 354.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
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Senator Giffo.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President, on
behal f of Senator Flanagan, | would nove that the
following Senate Bill, 958, be discharged from

its respective cormmittee and be reconmitted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we pl ease
take up the readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
334, Senate Print 1558, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
341, Senate Print 2746, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to establish a task force to study and nake
recommendati ons on school safety.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hank you.

Wiile | amgenerally not in favor of
creating nore task forces in the state -- | think
we have plenty of them-- | would just urge the

sponsor and everybody in this house, whatever the
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findings of this task force are, | think it's
really incunbent upon us to act. | think people
t hroughout the state are tired of inaction that
comes by way of these task forces.

So this house passed many school
safety reforns |ast year; some everyone agreed
with, sonme didn't. M only suggestion is that we
do in fact take what this task force finds and
actually roll sonething out to protect the
students that | know that we all want to.

Thank you, M. President. | vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Akshar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
342, Senate Print 2797, by Senator Conrie, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
351, Assenbly Print 460, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Donmestic Rel ati ons Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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353, Senate Print 4591, by Senator Parker, an act
to establish a pilot program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

As a person who keeps a gluten-free
diet, I certainly ook at this bill with alittle
different look, a little different take on it.

|"mgoing to vote no because, for
one thing, you're going to require in four
cities -- none of which are in ny district, and
that's good -- a person to be available all the
time, every nonment that that is open, to be able
to accurately tell a person who asks, Is there
any gluten in this recipe or in this particular

f ood?
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That takes on a liability, and it
really is not necessary. Quten and celiac is
not normally a life-threatening disease. |If you
wanted to | abel all foods whether they are
peanut-free, which can be |ife-threatening, that
is sonething I would consider.

But | have to ask the question in
this one, where are we headed? It says we're not
going to | abel any food. And certainly any food
that is gluten-free is | abeled gluten-free. But
there are so many things that just never have
gluten in them duten is |ike a wheat, rye,
barl ey and sonme ot her conponents.

This is just totally unnecessary,
expensive and | think starting down a path that
has sonme liability with it, and I'm not sure what
the outconme and the goal is really to achieve
here.

So | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President and ny col |l eagues.

| rise in support of this particular
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bill. This is very personal to nme. M/ grandson,
who's six years old, he's allergic to a |ot of
wheat and stuff like that. And in fact
everywhere we go, no matter where we're going, to
the park or el sewhere, we carry a backpack wth
the Epi Pen in there just in case.

So when it comes to a pilot project
with state-owned cafeterias that are operated or
| eased, let's do this pilot project and see.

This is not to put it in permanently in every
state-owned place. So a pilot project, I'm
willing to go with that.

But for soneone who cares about
someone having an attack where | have to use an
Epi Pen -- and you know the cost of EpiPens -- |
think that a pilot project is appropriate. So |
ask all of you to consider that, as if your
grandson was your grandson.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 353, those recorded in the negative are

Senat ors Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci, Flanagan,
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Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan,
Lanza, Little, Ott, Serino and Seward.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
354, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3487, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Sinon, an act to amend
t he Donmestic Rel ati ons Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Funke to explain his vote.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,
M. President, explaining nmy vote on this burning
i ssue of hyphens versus spaces on marri age
certificates -- for which, in five years here in
the Senate, | have not had one call froma
constituent on.

It seens -- with all due respect, it
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seens like the silly season has extended into the
| egi sl ative session. If this is about making
nodi fi cations to changi ng your nanme on a marri age
Iicense, why stop at spaces and hyphens? Wy not
an @sign? Even better, separate it with a

dol lar sign, in case things don't work out and
you have a prenup. O an enmoji -- John Smth,
sm | ey face, Johnson.

The point is if hyphens have sonehow
fallen out of favor, let's not stop at spaces.
Let's open it up all the way. | vote no, with an
excl amati on poi nt.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Funke to be recorded in the negative.

Senator G anaris to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| thought that was interesting that
nmy col |l eague used the word "silly" in his
remar ks, because that's how | woul d describe his
vot e expl anati on.

(Reaction.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: This is actually
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a great exanple of how out of touch the Mnority
is, which is why they're in the Mnority. This
is an issue that wonmen throughout our state are
dealing with on a daily basis, howto adjust to
the fact that they are independent people in

rel ati onships and the norns of old have passed
by, for the better.

And so when wonen are trying to
choose whether to have a hyphen or a space, that
is not sonething to be ridiculed or conpared to
using a dollar sign or an exclanmati on point.

It's about adjusting to the nornms of society that
are changi ng, and changing for the better because
peopl e are being treated nore equally than ever.

So | proudly cast ny vote in the
affirmative, and | encourage ny col |l eagues to
t hi nk about how society is changing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| take some unbrage to that.

guess it's because we haven't naned nany bridges

this session, and we've been doing sone really
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good | egislative work. So | guess there's a
probl em wi t h name changes.

And | would align nyself with the
coments of Senator G anaris. And Senator
Kapl an, thank you for bringing this very
important bill to the floor.

| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 354, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Akshar and Funke.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President. |Is there any further business at
t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Well, as | pause

to recognize that on this glorious day both the
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Mets and Yankees are winning right now, on the
first day of the season --

(Cheers, appl ause.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: -- | nove that
we adjourn until tonmorrow, Friday, March 29th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Friday,
March 29th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:48 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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