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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Mohammad Ansarul Karim the | mam of Ahl ul bayt
M ssion in Wodsi de, Foundation of Love, wll
deliver today's invocation.

| mam Kari m

| MAM KARI M {Singing in Arabic}
In the name of Allah, the Mst Conpassi onate and
t he Most Merci ful

Since this is ny first tinme, I'd
like to thank M. President, Madam Leader Andrea
Stewart - Cousi ns, and Senator Luis Sepul veda,
Senat or M chael G anaris, and all you wonderful
peopl e, honorabl e Senators, distinguished guests.
|"d like to greet you with the greetings of God
Al m ghty, greetings of the Prophets, greetings of
Peace, which we are in need of today.

Asal amu Al ai kum May the peace and

bl essi ngs of God Al mi ghty be upon all of you,
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respect ed audi ence.

Approxi mately 3,000 years ago from
t oday, the m ghty Prophet Mses, peace be upon
him he was asked by his disciples, "O all the
commandnent s that you have received from your
Lord, which one is the nost inportant?" Prophet
Moses, peace be upon him he said -- | quote in
Hebr ew | anguage, fromthe Book of Deuteronony:
"She-nma yi srael, adonai el oheinu, adonai echad.”
Meaning O |Israel, hear, O |Israel, the nost
i nportant commandnent that |'ve received fromny
Lord is that your Lord is God, and He is One."

Interestingly, a thousand years
| ater, approxi mtely, Jesus of Nazareth was asked
by his disciples: "Good Teacher, of all the
commandnent s that you have received from your
Lord, which one is the first one?" And he
replied -- |1 quote fromthe Gospel of Mark -- he
said, "Thy Lord, our Lord, is One God."

Intriguingly, 600 years |ater,
approxi mately 1400 years ago from today, Prophet
Muhanmmad, in the Valley of Mecca, he transmtted
t he divine nmessage {singing in Arabic}: "Say
your Lord is One God, Allah, the One and Only."

M. President, honorabl e audi ence,
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t he conmon thread between the three Abraham c
scriptures shows the union, the unification of
one concept, the Oneness of God. By this way, we
are united. W are part of one |arger gl oba

Fam |y of God. W are one.

It's the evil force, it's the devi
who wants to break us apart. Diversity is
bl essings. |It's not a curse. Prophet Muihammad,
peace be upon him he said "A khal qu eyaal ul | ah"
nmeani ng that everyone is fromthe Famly, the one
gl obal Famly of Almghty God. W may | ook
different outwardly, but inwardly we share the
sane essence.

In the Bengali rich literary
culture, from Bangl adesh, there is a beauti ful
proverb that says {in Bengali}, meaning we may
| ook colorful outside, out of our skin, but
i nside we share the sane col or of bl ood.

There is no place for racism There
is no place for discrimnation. There is no
pl ace for so-called supremacy. There is no place
for so-called extremsm Terrorismhas no col or,
no blood, no religion. Terrorism terrorismis
to terrify the people, to harmthe humanity. W

have to condemn, by all neans, all types of
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terrorist activities that's driven by toxic
i deol ogi es, driven by the evil forces,
irrespective if it is in the nbsque or in
synagogue or in churches or in tenples or in
every prayer place or in every corner of the
eart h.

It's so inspiring to see all you
wonder f ul peopl e today, united for a common, for
a united understanding and a nobl e cause. My
God Almghty help us in every step we take in
life. And in this global and respected,
honor abl e and sacred arena, may God Al m ghty hel p
us and be with us in every decision we make, in
every step we take in life.

M. President, with your perm ssion
| would |ike to honor ny fell ow Bangl adesh
nationals as they are commenorating their
| ndependence Day today. Fromthe bottom of our
hearts, Bangl adesh, we |ove you. Bangl adesh, {in
Bengal i }.

We congratul ate all of you on behal f
of the Bengali comrunity and on behalf of all our
community all around the globe. My God bl ess
you. May God bl ess this wondrous |and of
America. My God bless the humanity. My God
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bl ess the planet. Wth mutual understanding,
tol erance and | ove, we can naeke this planet
better and nore beautiful .

Thank you very nuch. Stay bl essed.
God bl ess you all.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 26, 2019, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, March 25,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 18, Senator
Kapl an noves to discharge, fromthe Comrittee on
Envi ronnent al Conservation, Assenbly Bill Nunber
3471 and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill 2417, Third Readi ng Cal endar 311

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

substitution is so ordered.
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THE SECRETARY: On page 21, Senator
Lanza noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Envi ronnent al Conservation, Assenbly Bill Nunber
4959 and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bi |l 3855, Third Readi ng Cal endar 348.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Myrie, | wish to call up
Senate Print 3145, recalled fromthe Assenbly,
which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
164, Senate Print 3145, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to

reconsi der the vote by which this bill was
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passed.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is restored to its place on the Third

Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 617, by Senator Sepulveda, read it in
its entirety, and recogni ze Senator Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
617, by Senator Sepul veda, cel ebrating March 26,
2019, as Bangl adesh Day.

"WHEREAS, March 26th is the Nationa
| ndependence Day of Bangl adesh; this day is

cel ebrated i n Bangl adesh and al so all around the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2138

world in honor of its country's Declaration of
| ndependence from Pakistan in the |ate hours of
March 25, 1971, and the start of the Bangl adesh
Li beration War; and

"WHEREAS, This day is also a
menorial to the deaths of thousands of students,
civilians, political |eaders, and unarned Bengal
peopl e; the Bangl adesh Liberation War started
bet ween West and East Paki stan; and

"WHEREAS, West Paki stan believed
they were far superior to those in East Pakistan;
t hey gave East Paki stan no privileges; they had a
bad econony, and no rights; and

"WHEREAS, The first election in the
hi story of Paki stan was hel d on Decenber 7, 1970;
there were 300 seats in the parlianent; East
Paki stan won 160 seats, and West Pakistan won 81
seats; instead of handi ng over the power to the
Wi nning party, they inposed nmartial |aw on
East Paki stan; and

"WHEREAS, East Paki stani | eader
M . Bongu Bondhu Shei kh Muji bur Rahman urged the
Bengal i people to turn their hones into resisting
forts; he said, "Qur struggle is for our freedom

Qur struggle is for our independence”; this
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speech is what mainly inspired the nation to
fight for freedom and

"WHEREAS, The West Paki stani Arny
sent a mlitary plan known as Operation
Searchlight; it was planned to curb the Bengalis'
novenent by taking control of major cities, and
elimnating all opposition, political or
mlitary; and

"WHEREAS, At that time, Ziaur Rahman
broadcasted a nessage that the |Independent
Peopl e' s Republic of Bangl adesh had been
establ i shed; and

"WHEREAS, At this point, March 26
1971, the Bangl adesh Liberation War had broken
out in the whole country; this was the day the
Bengal i peopl e stood up to the Pakistani Arny;
and

"WHEREAS, After a nine-nonth-Iong
war, the Pakistani Arnmy finally surrendered
unconditionally; many lives were | ost, but
Bangl adesh, as a country, gained its freedom its
i ndependence; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze the great

contributions which the Bangl adesh community have
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brought to our state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, Many Bangl adesh peopl e
have made New York their home; and this
Legi sl ative Body, representing the people of the
State of New York, is pleased to thank the
Bangl adesh people for their contributions to this
great Enpire State; and

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body that those who enhance the
wel |l -being and vitality of their community and
have shown a | ong and sustained commtnent to
excel l ence certainly have earned the recognition
and appl ause of all the citizens of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to cel ebrate
March 26, 2019, as Bangl adesh Day; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
t o Bangl adeshi - Ameri can Community Council (BACC)
Presi dent Mohamed N. Mij under, LLM Bangl adesh
Soci ety of Bronx President Shahad Ahamed; Bronx
Bangl adesh Soci ety President Abdul Gaffer
Chowdhury (Khasru); Bangl adesh Cul tural
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Associ ation of North Anerica Representative Abu
Hashem Hasnu; BANDS Presi dent Sol oman Ali; the
Anmer i can- Bangl adesh Wl fare Organi zati on, USA
Represent ati ve Abdus Shahi d; Bronx Bangl adesh
Associ ati on Representative A |slam Mamun; North
Bronx Bangl adesh Associ ati on Representative
Monzur Chowdhury Jogl u; Bangal ee Chat ona Moncho
Represent ati ve Abdur Rahi m Badsha; Bronx
Bangl adesh Wonen's Associ ation President Farida
Yeasm n; Bangl adesh- Aneri can Wnmen Associ ati on
Presi dent Rexona Muijunder; Laksham Foundati on,
Inc. President Abdul Titumr; Bangl adesh Sports
Counci|l of North America Inc. President Mhiuddin
Dewan; Congress of Bangl adesh Anerica Inc.
Secretary Ceneral Mnjur Ahned Chowdhury; Noj abot
Al'i Foundation Representative Dr. Mta Chowdhury;
Bangl adesh Associ ati on of New Jersey President
Dr. Zeenat Nabi; Fenchugonj O gani zation of
America, Inc. Representative Ml Shami m M ah; and
Bangl adesh Sports Foundation of North America
Presi dent Mohammed A Rahim ™

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing nme to speak today on
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the resolution. {In Bengali.}

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: You know, this
is one of the great days for ne during
| egi sl ation session. But before | continue,
really want to thank | mam Mohamuad Ansarul Karim
for a wonderful speech, for a wonderful prayer on
peace, tolerance and |ove. W need nore people
with your ideology in this world to nmake it a | ot
better place. So thank you, |mam

|'"d also like to recognize the
conveners of today's event, Nazrul Haque, Farida
Yeasm n, and Judi ci al Del egate Rexona Mij under.
Thank you for the work you' ve done to put this
event together.

But 1'd like to thank everyone who
wor ked today to make this such a special event
for ny Bengali brothers and sisters fromthe
Bronx, and for the Imam who is actually from
Senator G anaris's district in Wodside. | wll
forgive himfor that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: |"mextrenely
honored to sponsor this resolution that

comenor at es the | ndependence Day of Bangl adesh.
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Wt hout you all, we would not have
been able to make this cel ebration possible.
Wiile we are celebrating this beautiful and
exuberant country in which this culture has
brought so nmuch vitality to our comrunity,
especially in ny district in the Bronx, we al so
are here in renmenbrance of the fallen soldiers
who | aid down their lives to have freedom for
Bangl adesh from Paki stan. And | honor the
freedomfighters that are here today.

On March 26, 1971, the resilient and
brave | eader Bongu Bondhu Shei kh Muiji bur Rahman
decl ared i ndependence from Paki stan, and the
i ndependent state of Bangl adesh was procl ai nmed.
West Paki stan forces were called in to suppress
the revolt, and the courageous and honorabl e
freedom fighters fought back to secure an
i ndependent country for their people.

Many |ives were lost in their
struggle for independence, with an estimte of
1 mllion Bengalis killed by Pakistani forces
during the several nonths of war. They risked
everything to ensure that their people and their
foll ow ng generations do not suffer fromthe sane

oppression. Today we renenber those heroes.
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Furthernore, over 10 mllion
Bengal is took refuge in India during the war,
forcing fam lial separations and home vacanci es.
It took great fortitude and trenmendous spirit to
surpass a significant |oss, and the Bengal
peopl e have left that and nore.

| stand with you today and every day
because in a tinme where suppression still exists
in many forns, we should never forget the
strength that unites this country as one of
persi stence agai nst persecution and injustice.
Bangl adesh fought for liberation and ultimately
won. It is a country to be revered and
treasur ed.

It is a country that has contri buted
to New York and has left their footprint in this
state and in ny county. New York is home to nany
cultures around the world, but the Bangl adesh
community has a special place in nmy heart. Wth
all ny | ove, Happy Bangl adesh Day.

Thank you.

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
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M. President. Kenon achhen.

(Response from guests.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: See, | got ny
pronunciation a little bit better today than
did yesterday, M. President.

At the risk of sounding repetitive,
| won't nake the sane joke about ny name today.
But what | will do is say Happy Bangl adesh Day.

Thank you for com ng up here, and
t hank you for -- you know, as Senator Sepul veda
i ndi cated, thank you for being welcomng in a
time of such division in our country, in our city
and state as well. And it takes days like this
when people of different faiths and different
cultures get to cone up to our State Capitol and
get to infuse a little bit of culture here. And
it's sorely necessary, especially during tines
i ke today, |ike the budget, where we are poring
over data mnute by mnute, hour by hour. And
it's anice break, it's a nice tinme for you to
come up and for us to enjoy you.

And the inpact that you've had not
only on the conmunity but to nme personally -- and
you wel coned ne to an Eid celebration in 2016 in

Oval Park, and there | saw the togetherness, the
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warmt h of your conmmunity. And each and every
menber of your community did not | eave w thout
shaking ny hand. And that's sonething that has
stuck with me to this day about your |evel of
comm tment and community. And ny first TV
appear ance ever was on Taher's Tinme Tel evision.

So | appreciate what the conmunity
has done. Yes, Taher, that's wonderful. But I
just want to say | appreciate what you' ve done
and the work that you will continue to do. And
thank you all for com ng out. Dhonnobad.

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Thomas on the resol ution.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise as the first South Asian
State Senator here in New York, and | stand here
to congratul ate the Bangl adeshi conmunity on
t heir I ndependence Day.

Bangl adesh is a unique country. It
is perhaps the only country in the world that has
gone through multiple national identities and
struggles to be recognized for what it is today.

Its nane, Bangl adesh, translated as
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| and for Bengali people, is steeped in history.
Until 1947 it was part of an undivided India. In
1947, with the end of the British colonial rule,
it was handed over to be part of Pakistan and got
nanmed as East Pakistan. In 1971 the people of
Bangl adesh won their independence from Paki stan

t hrough a gruesone nine-nonth-long |iberation war
that was decl ared 48 years ago yesterday.

Hence, the history of Bangl adesh and
Bangl adeshis is conplex and rich. First, they
were deened as | ndian, then Pakistani, and now,
finally, Bangladeshi. This identity that
enbodi es and manifests the aspiration of
Bangl adeshi s was achi eved t hrough a great
sacrifice, through bl ood, sweat and tears.

Si nce i ndependence, Bangl adesh has
achi eved great things for its people. It is
often cited as the success story of the
gl obalized world. It has attained and maintains
great economc growh that has raised mllions
out of poverty. In 2024, according to the
United Nations, it is expected to graduate from
the category of |east devel oping country to
beconme a devel oped country -- a phenonenal

achi evenent for a small country with 165 mllion
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people in its short 48 years.

| rise today, again, to congratul ate
t he peopl e of Bangl adesh on their success and
wi sh them a j oyous Shadhi néta D bés. And as they
continue on the path to strive for better lives
both at home and abroad, especially here in the
great State of New York, | want you to all know
you will always find a friend in ne, and pl ease
come to Long Island.

Thank you.

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bi aggi on the resol ution.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
M. President. Asalanu al ai kum

(Response from guests.)

SENATOR BI AGA : | rise today to
cel ebrate the National |ndependence Day of
Bangl adesh, and also to honor a | ot of what the
| mam sai d, actually, when he spoke to this body.

The courage and the perseverance and
the wherewithal of what it takes to stand up for
your independence is sonmething not only to be
honored, but something that this body can al so

mrror. You are a guiding light for all of us
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here today. W wel come you, we celebrate you

And in ny district, District 34 in
the Bronx, particularly in the Castle H Il and
Par kchester section, it is your comunity that
makes ny job better. You brighten up the day.
You are welcoming. You are loving. You are
kind. And you set an amazi ng exanple for all of
the people in the Bronx. So thank you.

| cel ebrate you, and |I'm very happy
to be here today.

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to say Happy
| ndependence Day to all ny Bengali friends.

| have a |l arge conmunity of Bengal
citizens living within ny district, and | can
tell you they are very productive residents of
the district.

When the | mam st ood up there today
and tal ked about tol erance, his nessage -- | hope
everyone got the nessage. Because we're sitting

in a chanber where there's intol erance, where we
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| ook at peopl e because of their religion as
different to us. \Were we're intolerant because
we hear soneone speaking a | anguage that's not
ours. That's not what we're about. Wile we're
celebrating cultures, we nust show tol erance. It
should start with us, here in our chanber,
accepting of everyone's religion.

Despite what we may feel, we should
be respectful of people when they cone into our
chanber to say a prayer for all of us. The
prayer is for all of us. W do not have to |ike
a religion, but we should be respectful.

So to all of my Bengali famly here
t oday, wel cone, wel cone, wel cone. Happy
i ndependence.

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

M. President.

| join all ny colleagues in
wel comi ng our friends fromthe Bangl adesh
American community. | guess yesterday we had a
group from Queens; today we have a group fromthe

Bronx and beyond.
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It is always good to have
Bangl adeshi Anericans in this chanber. And on
t hi s occasion, when we cel ebrate their
i ndependence, it remnds all of us that they have
made incredible contributions to our state, to
our society in every aspect that we can inmagi ne.

And so with that, | just want to say
t hank you, wel conme, and keep doi ng what you do
for Arerica and the world. Thank you.

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise again today to cel ebrate the
vi brant Bangl adeshi community in Jackson Hei ghts
and in all of ny district, but across New York as
wel | .

| said a |ot yesterday about the
many contributions that Bangl adeshi Americans
make to nmy community and beyond, but today
| want to nmake sure we are highlighting
Bangl adeshi wornen. Bangl adeshi wonen are freedom
fighters too. And Bangl adeshi wonmen are the

rocks of their famlies, of our communities. And
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| rise in solidarity with themas we continue to
advance nore rights for wonen as workers and as
homemaker s.

Thank you.

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 7th.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
courtesies and privileges of this house. Please
rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or
Sepul veda would |i ke to open this resolution for
cosponsorshi p, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
pl ease take up previously adopted Resol ution 780,

by Senator Seward, read that resolution in its
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entirety, and call on Senator Seward.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 780, by Senator Seward, congratulating the
Cooper st own Boys Varsity Basketball Team upon the
occasi on of capturing the New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Class C
Chanpi onshi p.

"WHEREAS, | ndividual and team
chanpi onshi ps are highly sought after in high
school sports; this Legislative Body comrends
rare athletic achi evenents and pays speci al
recognition to those who pursue such excell ence
and becone exanples for the youth of this great
Enpire State; and

"WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition hel ps
to enhance both the noral and physi cal
devel opnent of young athletes, preparing themfor
the future by instilling in themthe inportance
of teamwork, encouraging a standard of healthy
living, and devel oping a sense of fair play and
conpetition; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is

justly proud to congratul ate the Cooperstown Boys
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Varsity Basketball Team upon the occasion of
capturing the New York State Public H gh Schoo
At hl etic Association C ass C Chanpi onship; to the
prai se and appl ause of their excited fans, the
Hawkeyes defeated Mddle Early College in a 71-61
victory on Sunday, March 17, 2019, at Floyd L.
Mai nes Arena, Binghanton, New York; and

"WHEREAS, The thrilling title gane
victory followed one of the nost electrifying,
gritty team performances in school history -- a
108-98 triple overtine win over Geenport High
School in the state sem finals; and

"WHEREAS, Despite nmany years of
excel l ence, the New York State title is the first
ever for the Cooperstown Boys Basketball program
claimng a special place in the school's record
books for the 2018-2019 Hawkeyes; and

"WHEREAS, Proudly donning the
school's col ors of orange and bl ack, famly,
friends, and the conmunity at large loyally and
ent husi astically supported the Hawkeyes
t hroughout their journey as they ended their
season with an inpressive 25-2 overall record;
and

"WHEREAS, In a sport such as

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2155

basketbal |, which denmands athl etic prowess, speed
and agility, Head Coach John Lanbert and his
expert coaching staff worked hard to hone the
skills of this chanpionship team teaching these
out standi ng athl etes | essons which will prove
i nval uabl e both on and off the court; and

"WHEREAS, Coach John Lanbert and al
of the outstanding athletes on the Cooperstown
Boys Varsity Basketball Team have clearly
utilized dedication, determ nation and teamork
in providing a lasting contribution to the spirit
of excellence which is a tradition of their
school ; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to congratul ate
t he nenbers of the Cooperstown Boys Varsity
Basketball team Ryan Burns, Jesse Furnari, John
Kennedy, Jack Lanbert, Ryan Lansing, Spencer
Lewi s, Noah Lifgren, Kyle Meyer, Calvin Sandler,
Kyl e Santell o and Ben Tafuro; Head Coach John
Lanbert; Assistant Coach Matt Hul bert; and
Extracurricular and Athletic D rector David
Bertram on their outstandi ng season and overall
teamrecord; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
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resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he nenbers of the Cooperstown Boys Varsity
Basket bal | Team Head Coach John Lanbert,

Assi stant Coach Matt Hul bert and Extracurricul ar
and Athletic Director David Bertram"

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Seward on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mextrenely pleased to wel cone to
the State Capitol and this chanber today the
Cooper st own Boys Basketball -- the Cooperstown
Hawkeyes, along with their Head Coach John
Lanbert and Assistant Coach Matt Hul bert. They
are the 2019 New York State Hi gh School Cass C
Basket bal | Chanpi ons.

You know, as nentioned in the
resolution, this group of very hardworking young
men is the first boys teamto capture a state
basket bal | chanpi onshi p for Cooper st own.

However, a Cooperstown basketball team has made
the trip to the Capitol before; | hosted the
State Chanpion Grls Team from Cooper st own here
in the Senate back in 2015. So now we have

parity with the girls and the boys basket bal
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teans i n Cooper st own.

Wil e many of you know about
Cooperstown's basebal |l traditions, | think high
school basketball is quickly catching up. This
wi nter the Cooperstown Boys put together a
dom nant 25-2 season that concluded with a
decisive 71-61 win over Early Mddl e Coll ege High
School, to capture the state chanpi onships. And
nmy apol ogi es to Senat or Kennedy, who represents
t hat ot her school.

Wi |l e the chanpi onshi p ganme was
fantastic, it was nothing conpared to the triple
overtime thriller in the semfinals -- three
overtime periods. Cooperstown and G eenport --
and ny apol ogies to Senator LaValle on
Greenport -- they traded shots in a true battle
of wills, with the Hawkeyes finally com ng out on
top, 108-98. Now, those are NBA nunbers.

|"ve got to tell you, Team | don't
know how you found the energy after a gane |like
that to cone back within 24 hours and play again
and win a state title. Truly amazing.

This is a teamthat has worked
together toward the goal of a state chanpi onship

for years. The eight seniors on this team have
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been through quite a bit together: Youth
Basket bal |, games and practices at the Cark
Sports Center, and near m sses of state

chanpi onships in earlier years. This talented
team put the work in, and the result was a
much- sought-after state title, a true crowning
achi evenent for their efforts.

And of course the boys were never
alone in their journey. They had plenty of
backi ng -- a coaching staff that has worked with
t hese players since they were first able to pick

up a basketball; parents and fam |y nenbers who

have al ways been there to of fer encouragenent; as

wel | as they had the enthusiastic backing and
support of the entire community.

Along with their successes on the
basket bal | court, this team has excelled in the
classroomas well. They were recently naned a
New York State Public H gh School Athletic
Associ ation Scholar-Athlete Team Truly they
epitonm ze the term"student athlete.”

They are terrific role nodels for
ot her students, role nodels for young basket bal
pl ayers who |l ook up to them And they are role

nodel s for the community at | arge.
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The 2019 Cooperstown Hawkeyes, they
are chanpi ons both on and off the court. And I
say congratul ations and ask, M. President, if
you would i ntroduce themto this body.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ant onacci on the resol ution.

SENATOR ANTONACCI : Thank you,
M. President.

You guys may not recognize ne
Wi thout ny striped shirt and whistle, but |'ve
been a 29-year hi gh school boys basket bal
official in Syracuse, New York. 1|'ve worked
extensively with Utica officials, |I've watched
your team come into Syracuse many tinmes, and |'ve
actually had the privilege of refereeing
Cooperstown in several playoff ganes over the
| ast few years.

| just want to say congratul ations.
|"m glad that Senator Seward brought you in here
today and we can honor you. Wat you did is an
amazi ng acconplishnment. But how you represent
your school is even nore inportant. And | know,
when | see you cone into Syracuse, when | see you
take the court, you are a great representative

for Cooperstown. This will be something you'l

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2160

remenber the rest of your life.

And | know you sent hone a | ot of
Syracuse teans packing out of the playoffs --
knock that off. kay, you can beat anybody el se
you want from other parts of the state. But
you' ve represented Section 3 very well, and
agai n, congratul ations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 26t h.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. Congratul ati ons on your
achievenent. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house. Please rise and be
recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at the request of Senator Seward, this resolution
i s open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
291, Senate Print 1455, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
308, Senate Print 1724, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 308: Ayes, 60. Nays, 1
Senat or Akshar recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

309, Senate Print 2100, by Senator Mayer, an act

to require the Departnent of Environnental
Conservation to report on coyote nanagenent
techni ques in urban and suburban areas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President. And thank you to ny coll eagues
for bringing this bill to the floor today.

This bill, which would require the
Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation to
prepare a report on coyote nmanagenent techni ques
i n urban and suburban communities and report back
within a very short amount of time, would | think
expand the ability of New York State to be
proactive and thoughtful in its response to an
i ncreasi ng nunber of coyotes, particularly in
downst ate New Yor k.

| know in the City of Yonkers we had
a substantial issue with coyotes in our
community. W had DEC cone and present. | have
found in nmy own research that other states have
done sone interesting and creative things to
address the issue of coyotes in suburban
comunities where, frankly, people are afraid of
them They're afraid to walk their dogs, they're
afraid to have their small children play outside.

So I'"mconfident that working with

DEC, through this reporting techni qgue we can cone

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2164

up with a better way and sone nore inforned ways
to deal with a problemthat nuch of the suburban
United States is having, which is as our
comunities becone |less rural, many animals are
nmoving into nmore urban and suburban comruniti es.
We need a thoughtful approach to respond, and
this bill is a very reasonabl e approach to do so.

So thank you to ny col | eagues agai n.
| look forward to working with DEC and ny
col | eagues on what is an inportant issue in many
conmuni ti es.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Seward to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, to explain ny
vote, M. President.

| appreciated Senator Myer's
expl anation of the bill and outlining the issue
as it relates to the urban and suburban areas of
our state.

However, the issue of coyotes and
t heir being not only nuisances but also in sone
cases dangerous, that's a statew de concern

Many rural conmunities face the sanme issue. And
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so regrettably, until this is a statewide bill, |
will be voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Seward to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 309, those Senators recorded in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott and Seward.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
311, Assenbly Print 3471, substituted earlier by
Menber of the Assenbly Zebrowski, an act to anmend
t he Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of
Sept enber next succeeding the date on which it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2166

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 311, those Senators recorded in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Ant onacci, Lanza and Ott.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
348, Assenbly Print Number 4959, substituted
earlier by Menber of the Assenbly Cusick, an act
to anend Chapter 395 of the Laws of 1978.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 348, those Senators voting in the
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negative are Senators Akshar, Giffo and O Mara.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
349, Senate Print 3889, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

The | egislation before us deals with
what | believe is a technical anmendnent to the
law that currently exists. W're talking about
probl em sol ving courts, or diversion courts,
whi ch have been extrenmely successful in diverting
people fromthe crimnal justice system from

bei ng i ncarcerated, to making sure that we're
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getting treatnment, getting rehabilitation to nake
sure that people aren't continuing through the
cycle of in and out of court or in and out of our
jails.

Ri ght now, unfortunately, the reason
why this legislation is necessary is because
under current |law we don't have the ability to
nove soneone fromone jurisdiction to another.
And the reason why that's inportant is because in
New York State, as many of you know, we have 932
towns, we have 556 villages, and we have over
1250 justice courts in the State of New York

So what that nmeans is in order to
make sure that we're allowi ng for New Yorkers to
avai |l thensel ves of a diversion court, we would
have to recreate these diversion courts in each
of the 1250 justice courts in New York State.

The idea is we can do econoni es of
scale. W can have one court, one
probl em solving court in a county that's doing
good stuff. For exanple, in Westchester County
we have 40 different courts in Westchester
County. We've got a great nental health court in
Wiite Plains. Unfortunately, if you get arrested

outside the City of Wite Plains, you' re not able
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to go to that nental health court.

So we want to nake sure that we're
changing the law -- it's a sinple change in the
law -- to allow the district attorney to refer
these cases really to a hub court. W' ve had
great success with integrated donestic viol ence
courts in Rockland County. But what we've had to
do is we've had to have six separate courts
wi t hi n Rockl and County to cover the five towns
and to cover the large Village of Spring Valley.
It's working, but we know we can have it work
better.

The idea is to train judges, to
train the court staff to be able to deal with
t hese uni que problens. W want themto be able
to identify the issues of nental illness, the
conpl ex issues of domestic violence, and naki ng
sure that the survivors of donestic violence are
getting the help that they need and deserve.

And nost inportantly, nmaking sure
that we're not just incarcerating people, we're
getting themthe treatnment, the help that they
need. We know it works, it inproves the quality
of life of those individuals and the quality of

life of everyone in our comunity.
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So | ask ny coll eagues to support
this legislation. Let's get this done, let's get
it on the Governor's desk. Let's nmake this a
reality in New York State and nmake sure we're
nmoving in the right direction.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 349, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Antonacci
Fl anagan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Jacobs, Jordan,

Little, Ritchie and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

adj ourn until tonorrow, Thursday, March 28th --
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which is al so opening day for baseball -- at
3:00 p.m
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, March 28th, at 3:00 p. m
(Wher eupon, at 4:31 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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