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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 25, 2019
3:32 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 24, 2019, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, March 23,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 15, Senator
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Gl livan noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee
on Children and Fam lies, Assenbly Bill Nunber
5842 and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill 273A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 238.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Substitution so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Report of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Carlucci, on page 19 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 298, Senate
Print 3872, and ask that said bill retainits
pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shall
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Bailey, | nove the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective committee and

reconmtted with instructions to strike the
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enacting clause: Senate Bill 2169.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease call on
Senator Giffo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATOR CGRI FFQO M. President, |
nove that the following bills, on behalf of
Senat or Fl anagan -- Senate Bills 883, 918, 972,
1019, and 1064 -- be discharged fromtheir
respective commttees and recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now take up previously adopted
Resol ution 629, by myself and others, read the
title only, and allow nme to speak on it, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
629, by Senator G anaris, menorializing Governor

Andrew M Cuonob to proclaimMarch 2019 as G eek
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Hi story Month in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the comrenoration of the
198t h Anni versary of Greek |ndependence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris on the resolution

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Today, March 25th, is the day that
Greeks cel ebrate their independence fromthe
O toman Enpire that they achieved in 1821. And
it comes at a historic tine in this chanber when
we have nore people of Greek heritage serving in
the Senate than at any tine previously in
New York's history. W have nysel f, Senator
Gounar des, Senator Skoufis, and Senator Jordan,
who are all Greek Anericans and proud of it.

And as everybody knows, we claim
credit for a lot of things about Western
civilization, including our denocracy -- which
allows us all to be here today representing our
districts and our communities back hone --
sci ence, philosophy, math. [|f anyone has seen
t he novies, you know we'll claimit all as our
own, and with good reason.

Because Western civilizati on owes
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much to the history of the G eek people, not just
fromancient tines but also in the npdern era.

In fact, there's a great quote from W nston

Churchill when he was recogni zi ng the bravery of
the G eek people during Wrld War 11, when he
said: "Until now we used to say that the G eeks

fight |like heroes; now we shall say that heroes
fight like Geeks.”" And that was because of the
resi stance they put up agai nst the Nazi
oppression in Wrld War 1l and the bravery that
t hey showed in the nodern era, as well as that
t hat has been docunented throughout history from
the battles at Thernopyl ae and all throughout.
The conmon thread we see in the
Greek people is a trenendous courage, bravery and
dignity that | amproud to continue to represent
here in this chanber, as soneone who is of Geek
extraction. M own parents, immgrants from
G eece, cane here to live the American dreamlike
so many others and now get the privilege of being
represented by their own son in the State Senate.
So | want to thank ny coll eagues for
letting me have a couple of mnutes to speak
about this, and I want to thank the G eek people

for their contributions that have all owed us al
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to enjoy the freedons we have here in the
United States.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jordan on the resol ution.

SENATCOR JORDAN: M. President and
my col |l eagues, | rise to speak on Senator
G anaris's resolution in honor of Geek Hi story
Mont h.

Li ke Senator G anaris, |'mdeeply
proud of ny G eek heritage. M grandparents cane
to America in search of a better |life and
opportunities. M/ paternal grandparents cane
from M/tilene and Evia, and ny maternal
grandparents are from Skuda {ph} and Kast ani a.
They |l eft everything they knew in comng to
America and working hard for a better life. 1I'm
so proud to be their granddaughter, to stand on
their strong G eek shoul ders and serve as a
New York State Senator.

W Greeks are known for our loyalty
and our passion, our |love of famly, food, life
and culture. W put and pour our heart and soul
into everything we do. There is a nodern G eek

word to describe that passion, our zest for
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living and for life. It's a word that |'msure
Senator G anaris knows well. That G eek word is
"meraki." It neans creativity and | ove, the

putting of something of yourself, of your very
soul, into what you are doing.

The Greeks, Senator G anaris's and
my anci ent ancestors, are credited with the very
concepts that are the building bl ocks of our
society and culture: Science, philosophy, |ogic,
the Aynpics. The very birthplace of denocracy
itself, a tradition, a practice, an ideal that we
carry on in this chanber.

This year marks the 198t h
anni versary of G eek independence. |'mproud to
observe this historic mlestone and prouder stil
to say zito i Elléada -- long live G eece.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.
O | should say Efharisto,
M. President.
As many of you nay have noti ced,

amnot Greek. But | do want to share why |I'm so
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t hankful for the contributions of G eek
Aneri cans, especially in nmy community, where |
have a | arge Greek comunity with very delicious
restaurants.

And that's that | grew up in ny
Astoria because ny nother, upon coming to this
country, could only find work as a seanstress in
Astoria. And so because her enployers didn't
speak Spani sh, obviously, or nmuch English, ny
not her had to learn G eek in order to survive in
her workplace. And so while she's fluent, ny
sisters and | tend to butcher it alittle bit, as
nmy Greek counterparts know.

But | would like to say to ny G eek
nei ghbors {in Geek}. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gounardes on the resol ution

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

| also rise as a very, very proud
Greek Anmerican to celebrate the 198th anni versary
of Greece's independence after 400 years of
O toman ensl avenent .

| am the grandson and great-grandson

of Greek immgrants, and so ny culture, ny
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ethnicity plays a big role and has played a big
role in nmy entire life. | spent 10 years in

G eek school. So I will not bore the chanber
with the |list of achievenent that Senator

G anaris kind of gave us the highlights of, of
all the great things that the G eek people have
done in this world and for us all today. The
many, many, many great G eek things.

But | do want to just say, you know,
we have -- for those of you that have not heard
the Geek national anthem it's quite a beautiful
poem It's called the "Hymn to Liberty,"” and it
was witten in 1823, just two years after G eece
decl ared its independence. And it was witten by
a poet, Dionysios Solonmbs. And he wote it, it
was 158 stanzas -- | promise |'mnot going to
read all 158. But the first two stanzas are what
we use today in Greece and in Cyprus as our
national anthem And | want to just read the
transl ation, because | think it's really
beautiful and it captures the essence of what the
Greek people were fighting for as they fought for
t heir i ndependence.

"I shall always recognize you

by the dreadful sword you hold
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as the Earth with searching vision

you survey with spirit bold

From the G eeks of old whose dying

brought to life and spirit free

now wi th ancient val or rising

Let us hail you, oh Liberty

now wi th ancient val or rising

Let us hail you, oh Liberty."
Wrds that | |learned very well froma young age
and that | recited year after year after year,
that 1'mincredibly proud to stand on this floor
in this chanber today and share with you al
t oday.

Happy G eek | ndependence Day. {In

Greek.} Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

resol uti on was previously adopted on March 12th.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease open the

resol ution for cosponsorship, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you

choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: And can we now
pl ease take up previously adopted Resol ution 580,
by Senator Hoylman, read the title only, and
recogni ze Senator Hoyl nan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
580, by Senator Hoyl man, conmenorating the
108t h Anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwai st
Factory Fire on March 25, 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man on the resol ution.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in comenoration of the
anni versary, the 108th anni versary of one of the
nost tragic nonents in our state's history. It
was in fact the worst workplace di saster for
90 years, until 9/11 occurred. And that is the
Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire, which occurred
inny district just off of Washington Square
Park, at the corner of Geene Street and
Washi ngt on Pl ace.

And this norning a nunber of

dignitaries gathered to ring a fireman's bel
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146 times, for each of the 146 victins who died
in that terrible tragedy.

The Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire
t ook place on March 25, 1911, at approxi mately
4:40 p.m According to the Census Bureau, they
determ ned that of the 146 garnent workers who
peri shed in that sweatshop, 123 were young wonen
nostly between the ages of 14 and 23 years.
Seventy-three of themwere from Russia, 40 from
Italy, 16 from Austria, five from Rumani a, and
al so individuals from Hungary, Gernany, Jamaica
and England. The mpjority of the victins were
Jewi sh, and there were nmany Italian-Anmericans who
died as well.

If you go to that site now,
M. President, it's a very unassunm ng buil di ng.
It's part of the NYU canpus. The actual
structure still stands, under the nane the
Brown Buil ding. But what happened inside that
structure really changed the course of |abor
history, immgration relations, fire and safety
code regul ations, as well as a new understandi ng
of how we in governnent are to stand up for
wor ki ng peopl e.

The fire occurred on the 8th, 9th
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and 10th floors of the factory, after sone
carel ess work person probably flicked a cigarette
into a pile of discarded shirtwai st materi al s.
Now, a shirtwai st was a wonen's bl ouse, a
but t on-down bl ouse that was very popular in the
early 1900s.

And the two nmen who ran the Triangle
Shirtwai st Factory were |Isaac Harris and Max
Bl anck. They were known as the "Shirtwai st

Ki ngs," and they devel oped this snmall enpire of
cl ot hi ng manuf acturers throughout the city,
i ncluding Geenwi ch Vil l age.

Wen the fire took place, wonen
attenpted to flee but were confronted by doors
| ocked by the factory's managers, M. Harris and
M. Blanck, and prevented fromleaving. In
addition to that, the fire hose was corroded,
there wasn't a sprinkler system The el evator
only held 12 people and made only four trips
before it broke down conpletely. The two
stairways -- there were two stairways to the
street, but as | nentioned the doors were | ocked
and the fire escape was too narrow for the 600 or

so workers to file out.

So the end result, the tragic
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result, was that so nany of the victins junped
down the el evator shaft or out of w ndows.

O hers were just sinply burned alive. And the

i mges that were seen at the tine were young
wonen | eapi ng fromthe w ndows on those upper

fl oors, often hol ding hands or hol ding each ot her
as they fell.

What was equally tragic is that at
the tinme, the New York City Fire Departnent's
| adders only reached to the seventh floor. So
many of the victinms were just sinply out of reach
of being saved.

W do know now that before that
tragedy occurred, those two gentlenman, Harris and
Bl anck, had resisted organizing in their
wor kpl aces by garnent workers. The International
Ladi es Garnment Workers Union was very active at
the tinme and actually had tried to organi ze the
Triangl e location, but Harris and Bl anck
literally | ocked them out.

They were |ater charged with first-
and second-degree nurder but were found innocent.
A headline at the tinme read, after that very
surprising verdict was delivered, "147 Dead,

Nobody Guilty."
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They subsequently were sued in civil
court by the famlies of the victins and had to
pay a whoppi ng $75 per deceased victim Now, the
i nsurance conpany for Harris and Bl anck paid the
owners about $400 per casualty. So if you | ook
at it, Harris and Bl anck actually nade noney off
of this tragedy.

In fact, in later years Harris
opened anot her shirtwai st factory in New Jersey.
And after there were inspectors who cane to
visit, they noticed that he was continuing to
| ock his enployees in their workplace so they
couldn't leave in the case of an energency.

You know, one of the great things
that came out of this tragedy, of course, was
that this body, back in the day, created a
commi ssion to examne the irregularities that
occurred leading up to the fire and passed a
number of laws that for the first time were
regul ati ng the workpl ace.

And at the federal l|evel, there was
a young wonman who w tnessed the tragedy in person
and went on to not only lead a cormittee of
public safety for the City of New York but |ater

becanme Franklin Del ano Roosevelt's Secretary of
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Labor, the dynano Frances Perkins, and was one of
the architects of the New Deal. In addition to
creating Social Security and many public work
progranms, she was |eading the effort on the
nation's first mnimumwage and overtine | aws.

So I'll close by saying that | think
it's appropriate that we recogni ze this tragedy
every year. It is hunbling, really, to represent
t he nei ghborhood and |ive just a few bl ocks from
where such a tragedy occurred. But the wonmen and
girls who died that day hel ped save generations
of American workers fromtheir sanme fate and we
remenber them M. President, with gratitude.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 5th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Hoyl man would |i ke to open that
resol ution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we nove to
t he readi ng of the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
238, Assenbly Print 5842, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Nol an, an act to anend the
Educati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2018.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
250, Senate Print 3736, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
274, Senate Print 4049A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hel m ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.
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Senat or Parker, | want to thank you
for bringing this bill forward. Providing
housi ng for our veterans who are honeless is a
top priority, I know of this body and al so of
nyself. Being froma mlitary famly, this topic
hits hone.

| do want to rem nd the State Senate
that in years past we provided funding for
Warrior Salute, a programthat provides housing
for veterans who are suffering from PTSD
Warrior Salute also has a secondary housing unit
for veterans who are suffering from substance
abuse.

In the past, that organization has
been awarded $200,000. In this year's Senate
one- house budget, it was zeroed out. | beg you,
| inplore you, if we truly care about our
vet erans, our honel ess veterans, and getting them
off the streets and helping them if we truly
care about getting our veterans help who are
addicted to drugs, let's restore the $200, 000 for
the Warrior Salute programthat provides
tenporary, traditional and | ong-term housing for
veterans fromall corners of New York State.

Thank you. | vote aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hel mng to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
279, Senate Print 232, by Senator Kennedy, an act
to anend the Econom c Devel opnent Law and the
Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on Septenber 1, 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
299, Senate Print 4276, by Senator Skoufis, an

act to anend the El ection Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 71. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: | nove
to adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, March 26th
at 3:00 p.m

And there will be an i medi ate
Denocratic conference in the Denocratic
Conf erence Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
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will be an immedi ate Denocratic conference in the
Denocrati c Conference Room
On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Tuesday, March 26th, at 3:00 p. m
(Whereupon, at 3:54 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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