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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, | ask that everyone bow their
head in a nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 12, 2019, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, March 11
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 584, by Senator Tedisco, read the
title only, and call on Senator Tedi sco to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 584, by Senat or Tedi sco, commendi ng the
Capi tal Regi on Chanber of Commerce upon the
occasion of celebrating the MIlitary Appreciation
event on March 13, 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco on the resolution

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

M. President and ny col | eagues, one
of the pitfalls of scheduling a very inportant
day like this to honor our Capital region
mlitary nen and wonen is that you do that a year

in advance, and we've done that, and we didn't
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really know that we would have a day like this
where we woul d be doi ng our one-house budget.

So we have quality here with us.
The rest are at lunch right now, because our
mlitary runs on their stomach also. But if they
come in, we'll be saluting them

But we have a very inportant day
today, and it went very well this norning as we
nmet with the nedia.

The Unified Mlitary Affairs
Council, UVAC, is a programof the Capital Region
Chanber, in partnership with the Saratoga County
Chanber and the Chanber of Southern Saratoga
County, to highlight the inportance of the
mlitary presence in the Capital Region and
ensure its long-termviability and success.

|"m proud to be the Senate sponsor
of UMAC Day, with Senator Breslin, and to have
support fromour |ocal Capital Region Senate
del egation also. Today we are calling attention
to the global, national, statew de and regi ona
i mpact the Capital Region mlitary units have in
protecting our safety and security, contributing
al so, very inportantly, to our |ocal economny.

These mlitary units do nore than
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protect our state and nation and way of |ife.
They are an inportant and positive part of our
conmmunity, contributing nore than $1 billion --
this is billion with a B -- a year to the Capital
Regi on' s econony and supporting thousands of jobs
in the 49th Senate District and across the
Capi tal Regi on.

Today we're shining the spotlight on
t he everyday Anmerican heroes who work at our
bases -- the best, the brightest, the nost
conpassionate fighting force for good on earth
the men and wonen of the United States arned
forces.

| also want to note that not only am
| proud to support our servicenen and -wonen and
our veterans, but |I'mproud to have ny staff --
nmy |legislative director, M chael Kenneally, who
is here, who served as a sergeant in the US. Ar
Force. He's over there in the corner. And I
know you're very proud of all of your staff who
may have served sonewhere in the armed forces.

| just wanted to say a few things
about the mlitary installations we have us with
today. From Scotia we have the Stratton Air

Nat i onal Guard Base, which is hone to the 109th

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1584

Airlift Wng, part of the Air National Guard.

The unit flies the world' s only ski-equi pped

LC-130s, or "skibirds," as well as traditional
C- 130 "wheel birds."

The 109th has the responsibility of
flying m ssions for the National Science
Foundation-led programto the polar ice cap and
to Antarctica. Last fall | had the pleasure,
wi th several of ny coll eagues, to take a flight
on an LC-130 around the Capital Region, and it
was truly an incredible experience to see
firsthand the great job our servicenmen and -wonen
do.

Qut of Ballston Spa, we have the
Nucl ear Power Training Unit, which trains half of
the U S. Navy's officers and enlisted personnel
to operate the U S. Navy's reactor plants on
nucl ear - power ed war shi ps, subnmarines and aircraft
carriers.

And then next we have the Naval
Support Activity Saratoga Springs, located in the
Town of MIton. |Its primary mssionis to
provi de operational support to the Nucl ear Power
Training Unit in Ballston Spa.

The other key mlitary installation
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for the Capital Region, which is in Senator
Breslin's district, is the US. Arny's Watervli et
Arsenal, which is widely known as "Anerica's
cannon factory"” and is an Arny-owned and operated
manufacturing facility. It is the nation's
ol dest conti nuously operated arsenal, having
begun its manufacturing of mlitary hardware
during the War of 1812.

Today the Arsenal is relied upon by
the United States to produce the nost advanced,
hi gh-tech weaponry for cannons, how tzers and
nortar systens.

| would just like to introduce
before Senator Breslin | know would like to say a
few words, and maybe sone of my other coll eagues,
two of the individuals who are here with us:
Staff Sergeant Mol ly Lundquist, fromthe 109th --
stand up -- and Staff Sergeant Chri stopher
Denegar, fromthe 109th

There were several other mlitary
i ndi viduals here with us, but as | said, they
t hought they could catch Iunch before they cane
back. They may be com ng back in to greet us.

But | know Senator Breslin would

want to say a few words, and | appreciate his
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support and sponsorship of this inportant
program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Breslin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Tedisco, for
all you've done for this day.

Any day we honor the mlitary is a
worthy day. And the Capital District, as Senator
Tedi sco has pointed out, has a nunber of very
important installations, including the one in ny
district, which has been the | ongest-operating
production of cannons in the United States and
has played an instrunental role in wars going
back to 1812.

So frequently we don't exercise when
we | ook at a veteran and say "Thank you for your
service." But inthis area, not only is it
"Thank you for your service," but they're an
econonic engine to the Greater Capital District.

So | say to you, thank you for your
service. Continue it. You're the reason that we
debate here today a one-house resolution. But we

debate here, we don't do it with arns, and it's
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because of the mlitary, the mlitary that's
protected us. So | look forward to not only this
day, but in years to cone.

Thank you agai n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thi s
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 5th.

To our guests, | welconme you to the
Senat e chanmber. W extend to you the privileges
and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there is a privileged resolution at the desk by
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Resolution
Nunber 672. Please take up the resol ution and
read it, title only.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
672, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, in response to
t he 2019- 2020 Executive Budget subni ssion
(Legislative Bills S1500B, S1501, S1503B, S1504B,
S1505B, S1506B, S1507B, S1508B, S1509B, and
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S1510B) to be adopted as | egislation expressing
the position of the New York State Senate
relating to the 2019-2020 New York State Budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we're going to proceed to debating the
resolution. Senator Krueger will be responding
for the Majority. So please proceed with the
debat e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Krueger.

Senat or Tedi sco.

Senator Giffo, sorry.

Senat or Sewar d.

SENATOR GRI FFO Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Sewar d.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Sorry,
Senat or Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: | was hopi ng you
woul d eventual ly get to ny nane.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Seward. M apol ogi es.
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SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld Senator Krueger yield for a
few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | woul d happily
yield to Senator Seward.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: You know, in the
budget reform package that was enacted back in
2007, one of the features of that 2007
| egislation -- which is nowlaw -- called for a
financial plan to be presented prior to voting on
an appropriation bill or a related |egislation.
Now, each house is required to place on the desks
of its nmenbers a report relating to the bill, and
t he one-house and the one-house resol uti ons neet
this requirenent.

So ny question to Senator Krueger
is, does a financial plan exist? W have not
received an official copy of that, nor have any
of the menbers on this side of the aisle.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President,
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Senator Seward is al nost correct on the 2007
budget reformbill, which does require, when we
are voting on actual budget bills, that we have
this plan on the desks of the nenbers.

Today we are not voting on
under | yi ng budget bills. Al though they have been
produced, we are not actually asking nmenbers to
vote on budget bills. W are voting on a
resol ution, which is a one-house resol ution which
we believe outlines the primary sections of the
budget bills but is not a vote on a budget bill.

However, | al so agree that we do
have, and shoul d have avail abl e soneti ne by the
end of the day, a full financial plan that
mat ches the budget bills we have printed but are
not taking up today on the floor.

SENATCOR SEWARD: W11l Senator
Krueger continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: It has been the

practice in this house when this side of the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1591

aisle was in the Majority to have a financi al
plan available to all the menbers even prior to
passi hg a one-house resolution. And so that
information is vitally inportant to have in order
to make appropriate decisions regarding the

resol ution.

But | acking the financial plan
before us at this tinme would |l ead ne to ask an
addi ti onal questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: You know, since
2011 we have been operating -- the Senate, the
Assenbly, and the Governor -- with a self-inposed
2 percent spending cap as it relates to our
budgets. Many of us would |like to see that
actually put into statute, to require that, but
at this point it is self-inposed.

And ny question to Senator Krueger
is, what is the state operating funds spendi ng
increase in this budget resolution? And al so,

what is it on a percentage basis?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

The Senator is correct about the
guestion on the 2 percent spending cap. And our
proposals laid out within our one-house
resol ution and our budget bills in fact neet
the -- just below the 2 percent spending cap that

the Governor is calling for. Qur full package is

actually $8 mllion bel ow the Governor's spending
cap and is a total of 102 mllion -- billion,

139. | guess it would be entertaining if we were
only talking mllions, M. President. [It's 102
billion, 139 mllion.

SENATCOR SEWARD: Wul d Senat or
Krueger continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: Yes, | would ask,
Senat or Krueger, just how this resolution arrives
at that 2 percent or below 2 percent. As | read
the resolution, there's 862 mllion additional
dollars in education, 664 mllion additional

dollars in the health area, and nmany, nany ot her
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restorations.

And |'m not debating whether those
are right or wong, but how do you nmake all those
restorations and still cone in below the
2 percent spending cap?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would like to answer ny

col | eague's question, | just want to ask hima
guestion to clarify how he would like it
answered. May | do that?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR SEWARD: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wul d you like ne
to sort of go down a long |list of each section
all at one tinme for you, or would you like ne to
take a section -- for exanple, education, and
just tal k education? Wichever way you woul d
like ne to present.

SENATOR SEWARD: el |,

M. President, | would respond by saying | have
a -- ny question is not directed toward the

specific issues and proportions of the budget.
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But nmy question is how do you increase spending
and still stay within the 2 percent cap? A
general question.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President. | wll answer now that |
under stand t he questi on.

So we stay within the 2 percent cap.
Wil e we increase sone categories, we decrease
sonme categories, and we find additional revenues.

So just to start going down, we're
rejecting the prepaynent of pension anortization
costs, which finds us $500 nmillion additional
noney. Because each year in the history of the
| ast few years, the Governor has ended up closing
out the year with approxi mately that nunber that
he then prepays things for the next year in,
rather than using it in the year. So we are
taki ng and using that $500 mllion.

We are -- on workforce managenent
ef ficiencies, we believe we have found a savi ngs
of $250 mllion over the Governor's proposals.
Whi ch woul d require the Executive to achieve a
.01 percent savings through efficiencies, which
we think is absolutely reasonabl e and doabl e.

We are reestimating | ocal assistance

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1595

spending by $485 million. The CGovernor's 30-day
anended financial plan reduced | ocal assistance
spending for the current fiscal year by
$499 mllion. The Senate believes that a simlar
| evel of overestimated never-to-be-spent noney is
avai l able within his 2019-2020 proposal, and so
we are taking that and reprogramm ng that.

W have identified $85 million in
specific targeted reductions in spending.

We have proposed allocating
$422 mllion of dedicated mass transportation
trust fund revenues directly to the MIA rather
t han adm ni stering such funds through the state
financial plan. So this reclasses them as not
bei ng an expenditure in the budget. It still
gets the MIA the noney; it actually gets it to
themnmore quickly. 1It's a device that has been
used in different budget years, and the bond
mar ket has recogni zed that this is actually
advant ageous. So we're not creating any risk for
mass transit funds, we're actually going to get
the noney to themfaster, but in a |legal way that
changes the forrmula of "on budget."

We are going to increase

Foundation Aid by $459 mllion in this budget
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year, but it reflects a fiscal-year cost of the
Senate's $1.2 billion Foundation Aid increase,
which actually will be an $880 million increase
i n education funding over the Governor's
proposal. But since we have found different
nmoni es that get applied, we are able to increase
by $880 million without actually saying we're --
we have to put an additional $880 mllion
directly into education.

We are doing Medicaid restorations
of $550 mllion, restoring cuts that the Governor
pr oposed.

W have a very long list that we
categorize right now as "All Qher Actions" that
is atotal of $914 mllion, which | am happy to
go and read you the entire list if you w sh.
That's why | was asking if you wanted details in
each category now or perhaps later. And that
totals $914 nillion.

So when we add up all these changes,
again, we cone to $102.139 billion for a proposed
budget, which is $8 mllion below the 2 percent
spendi ng cap.

SENATCOR SEWARD: Wul d the Senat or

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wul d
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: |"mnot going to
ask for additional explanation on each of those
points, but | was interested in one of the itens
that you nmentioned as | -- actually, two of them
as you outlined that.

In terms of the 250 mllion in
savi ngs and personal services on the part of the
state --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wor kf or ce
managenent efficiencies?

SENATOR SEWARD: Ri ght .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR SEWARD: Are we talking
| ayoffs, are we -- just what are we talking
there? And also how do you arrive at the
$485 m | lion | ocal assistance reduction?

SENATOR KRUEGER: G ve ne one
nonment to confer.

So we are actually not calling for
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any layoffs. W believe that they have
overestimted the noney that they end up actually
spendi ng on personnel in the budget and that
there are easy efficiencies that they actually
know about, they just don't choose to book in
their proposal. But we are not proposing any
reduction in state personnel.

And on the $485 nillion, the |ocal
assi stance spending -- one nore second. That's
why we have great staff, right, you and |?

So on the | ocal assistance spending
reestimates of $485 mllion, it's also based on
the Governor's pattern of putting a certain
nunber in his budget each year but then when you
| ook at it halfway through the year or fully
t hrough the year, he's not spending at that
level. And so he has it to reuse for sonething
el se at the end of the year or to reapprop.

And so we are recogni zi ng t hat
pattern of overestimating what he's actually
going to give out in |ocal assistance and
reprogrammi ng that to expenditures that we really
do want to see spent in this fiscal year.

SENATCOR SEWARD: W11l Senator

Krueger continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: Yeah, those are
sonme | arge nunbers in terns of additional avails
t hat have been outlined. And you nentioned the
Governor has taken sone liberties in the past.
One can also say that it's pretty easy to take
liberties with estimating the avails nunber as
wel |, because it's only an esti mate.

But you've covered the -- just to be
clear, the state operating funds spending
increase you're saying is below 2 percent. What
is the All Funds spending i ncrease on a
per cent age basis? All Funds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: The Al Funds
spending in our proposal is 175.2 billion.

SENATCOR SEWARD: Excuse ne, could
you repeat that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly. The
Al'l Funds spending in our budget proposal is
$175.2 billion.

SENATCOR SEWARD: W11l Senator
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Krueger continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wth pl easure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: Just as a quick
foll owup, what is that on a percentage basis?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The increase?

SENATOR SEWARD: The increase, yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's a nom nal
i ncrease over the Executive. But we'll |ook at
his and quickly do the math for you. But a
relatively insignificant change.

You can either wait or we could
continue and then | could just burst forth with
t hat answer when we get it.

SENATOR SEWARD: We can nove
forward. We'IlIl nove al ong.

| f Senator Krueger would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: You know, it was
two weeks or so ago there was a revenue forecast
conference; the chairs and the rankers of the
fiscal commttees in each house participated, the
Di vision of the Budget was there as well as the
State Conptroller.

And we had brought in five econom cs
experts to tal k about our economy in New York and
in this country and give -- help us cone up with
a reasonabl e revenue forecast. And to a person,

at that conference, on our panel, the nessage was

pretty clear -- very clear: Be cautious, be
careful. W're already seeing a sl owdown, which
will ultimately inpact avail able revenues from

the tax side.

So ny question is, what is the
revenue figure that this budget resolution is
based on?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Agai n t hrough
you, M. President, | also attended the revenue
projection forum And it is always interesting
to hear fromall of these experts who were
actual Iy saying through 2020, New York State

shoul d continue to do quite well. But then they
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di d expect a slowdown after 2020.

And that tells nme that we do want to
be cautious, that we want to nmake sure that we
have adequate reserves and that we are not
overspendi ng. But in our proposal today, clearly
we are not overspending. W are staying within
the 2 percent cap that ny col |l eague has pointed
out his side supports, and we are staying within
that. The -- to answer your question on the
change in the Al Funds spending, the Governor
was at 175.100 billion. W're at 175.200
billion, up 100 mllion. And the Assenbly goes
up to 175.600 billion.

So | have to say | think an increase
of 100 mllion on a $175 billion full budget is,
in sone people's mnds, a rounding error.

SENATCOR SEWARD: | f the Senator
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: | appreciate that
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i nformati on. However, ny question was directed
at what is the revenue figure that this budget
resolution is based on?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we take the
Conptroller's $190 mllion revenue increase from
t he Governor's proposal and we factor that in to
be included in what we call our base budget
revenue availability.

SENATCOR SEWARD: So the -- if the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: So you' re saying
that you have accepted the Conptroller's nunber?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, we accepted
the Conptroller's nunber that there was an
addi tional $190 mllion in revenue above and
beyond the Governor's proposed revenue in his
Executive Budget and 30-day anendnents.

SENATOR SEWARD: | f Senator Krueger
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: You know, the
reason that the Conptroller issued his revenue
nunber is because there was no three-way
consensus reached in ternms of the appropriate
revenue nunber anong the Senate, the Assenbly and
the Division of the Budget, representing the
Gover nor.

| s there any novenent toward a
t hree-way agreenent on avail abl e revenues?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Through you --

SENATOR SEWARD: Just to conplete
nmy thought and question, that is the first step
in finalizing a tinely State Budget, which is now
| ess than three weeks away fromthe deadline,
that three-way agreenment on a revenue nunber.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. So my colleague is correct, we
did not cone to agreenent, three way, through the
primary way that we get to revenue consensus.

And so we all agreed that we were going to give

it to the Conptroller to nake a determ nation
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Not necessarily easily agreed, but basically a
default if you don't nake an agreenent by X date,
it goes to the Conptroller. W are accepting
that because | think that is actually what is
requi red, that we accept that. And we are fully
intending to nove forward in three-way
negotiations with the Governor and the Assenbly,
not only on a final revenue nunber to be spent --
because there is sone difference between us,
al t hough not very nmuch -- and also to, of course,
fight the real -- the inportant good fight of how
we take that revenue and expend it in different
ways.

So | actually believe we m ght see
Mot hership starting as early as this evening.
Whi ch for those of us who have been here for a
while know, it's to sone degree the bell going
off at a race to start the negotiations between
t he Governor, the Assenbly and the Senate once
both the Senate and the Assenbly conplete their
work on their one-house bills, which is what we
are doi ng now.

SENATCOR SEWARD: Wul d Senat or
Krueger continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, through you,
M. President. How nuch additional spending in
this budget resolution is financed with
nonrecurring revenue itens?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So in our
one- house we did not add any one-shot revenue
sources. Al of our changes and proposed new
revenues are conti nuing.

We did not deny the Governor's
revenue sources in his budget. And it's an
excel l ent question that | can't answer for you
ri ght now how many of his revenue sources in his
budget were defined as nonrecurring or what we
sonetinmes call one-shots.

So | can't answer for him but | can

say we did no addition to that of one-shots.

SENATOR SEWARD: | f Senator Krueger
woul d continue to yield, | have nore questions.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, |'m happy to
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cont i nue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: So you have
accept ed what ever nonrecurring revenue itens that
t he Governor had included in his plan, as |
under st ood your answer.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR SEWARD: And a foll ow up
guestion to that is, what is the structura
deficit or surplus in the outyears in terns of
your financial plan? |s there a structural
deficit going forward?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we confess we
don't have a great answer there. W can try to
get you an answer. But we did not try to | ook at
how our proposals woul d change the Governor's
outyear gap. And so | apologize that | don't
have that answer; we should try to get you that
answer .

SENATCOR SEWARD: That | think is a
critically inportant piece of information, so
that we can do proper planning for this budget
and goi ng forward.

| f Senator Krueger would continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: You know, | ast
year the Majority on this side of the aisle
rejected over a billion dollars of new taxes and
fees that the Governor had included in his budget
proposal |ast year. And on top of that, we also
rejected many billions of dollars nore in tax
i ncreases and fee increases that the Assenbly had
included in their one-house budget |ast year.
And so we were able to enact a final budget,
thanks to the Majority at the tine, a State
Budget wi thout new taxes and fees.

Now, the Governor is very
persistent, and his Executive Budget this year
contains over a billion dollars in tax increases
for fiscal year 2020. Does the Senate one-house
resolution reject any of these tax increases?
And if so, which ones?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. So in the Governor's Executive
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Budget, he does add, |1'd say, three new major
revenue streans.

One is the continuation beyond the
endi ng point of what people like to call the
mllionaire' s tax, but it's really just a change
in the higher brackets of PIT. So the Governor
is continuing that for new revenue, and this
house supports that as well.

The Governor is noving forward with
an internet tax package to tax internet sales,
which | Iike to describe as a sales tax fairness
package. W were awaiting a decision in a mjor
court case, called the Wayfair case, to clarify
that states can in fact tax internet sales as if
there was a sale going on in a bricks-and-nortar
store.

Interestingly, it's not a new tax
i ncrease on anyone, it's a -- the fact is if you
go to a store and buy sonmething, you're going to
get hit with sales tax if it's categorized under
New York State sales tax. But for too |ong
peopl e were going to internet marketpl ace
provi ders, other providers, and avoiding the
sales tax. That actually hurt jobs in New York

State. Because when fewer people go to stores,
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fewer people are hired to work in stores in our
nei ghbor hoods and our communities. Wen people
don't have to pay a tax if they go one route
versus another route, you're setting up an
unfair, uneven playing field for different

busi nesses.

So not only are we accepting the
Governor's proposal, | actually think froma
smal | business, froma |local comunity
perspective this is absolutely the right thing to
do.

And since Senator Seward and | both
sat through the budget hearings, we both heard
fromthe Associations of Towns, Counties and
Cities how inportant this was to them

So yes, it does raise revenue for
the localities and for the state. But it's
really a question of tax fairness, given our
changi ng soci ety where so nmuch of conmerce takes
pl ace via internet, not by wal king into the
nom and- pop store in your nei ghborhood.

And then the third change in revenue
that was significant was the ESCOs, by requiring
equal taxation if energy is being purchased

t hrough ESCOs versus through utility conpani es.
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And that was al so sonething that I
think is long past due. Again, | ama big
believer, and | think nmy conference is, in fair
taxes. Were you have an even playing field,
everybody pays the sane tax rates for the sane
types of activity, and ultimately that |eads you
to ensuring that you're keeping taxes | ower
because you're buil ding your base of who's
payi ng.

So those are the three maj or changes
in the Governor's budget. And | feel that we
made the right decision to support those in our
budget resolution and budget bills.

SENATOR SEWARD: | f Senator Krueger
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: My foll ow up
guestion, just so | clearly understand, did you
reject any of the Governor's tax and fee
increases that was in his proposal? D d you

reject any of thenf
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SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | don't
believe there were any new fees in his Executive
Budget this year. And | don't think we did
reject any. There weren't that many new. |
believe primarily there were those three that
we' ve just discussed.

SENATCOR SEWARD: | f the Senator
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: Actual ly, there's
quite a long list of new revenues that the
Governor had put in his budget. And ny follow up
guestion to Senator Krueger is, what new taxes
and fees over and above the Governor's proposal
are included in this resol ution?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Before | get to
listing our new revenues in our budget, can you
just read nme that list you were referencing, if
you don't mnd, of additional taxes and fees in
t he Governor's Executive Budget?

Through you, M. President, |'m
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actual ly asking a question which is half of what
he's asking me, so | don't want to ness up
pr ot ocol .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Seward, do you yield to a question?

SENATOR SEWARD: |'d be happy to
provide this information. | assuned you woul d
have had this.

But the extension of the
mllionaire' s tax for five years.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | did nmention
t hat, yes.

SENATOR SEWARD: The opioid tax.

Di scontinuation of the energy

services sal es tax exenption. You nentioned

t hat .

SENATOR KRUEGER: That was the
ESCGs.

SENATCOR SEWARD: Make the waste
tire fee --

(Interruption.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Stand at ease,
M. President.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease

at 1:44 p.m)
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(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
1:55 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
I et me thank my col |l eagues for their patience.
Qobvi ously we had a nedical issue that arose, the
doctors are here. And you saw the gentl enman that
fell seens to be okay and is being taken to get
attention. So | guess we're in a position to
proceed with the debate.

And | et me al so thank Senator
Bi aggi 's chief of staff, who happens to be an
MD., who was on-site imediately to help resol ve
the situation

So thank you, and we can proceed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, certainly our
t houghts and prayers are with the person that did
col | apse.

At the time of the interruption, |
was goi ng down, at Senator Krueger's request, the

list of Governor's tax increases that he
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included. And nmy question is they' ve accepted
all of these -- if they have, in fact. O have

they rejected any.

The extended mllionaire's tax, five
years.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR SEWARD: The opioid tax,
100 mllion. Discontinue the energy services

sal es tax exenption. Make the waste tire fee
nodi fi cati on extended. |npose a suppl enment al
auto rental tax surcharge outside of the MCTD
Enact a conprehensive tobacco control policy.
| npose penalty on the use of |lead paint --
there's a nodification there. |npose business
i nspection fees. Extend personal incone tax
[imtations on charitable contributions for five
years. Nonresident New York ganbling w nnings.
Enact the Cannabi s Regul ati on and Taxation Act.
| npose a statutory cap on casino free play.
Extend certain tax rates and certain simul cast
provisions for five years. And student | oan
servicer registration fees are set at $750.
Those are the list of the Governor's
revenue actions in his proposal. The question

is, if Senator Krueger would continue to yield,
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the question is has the Senate Majority in their
budget resolution rejected any of these revenue
actions presented by the Governor.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | want to thank the sponsor for
t hat questi on.

So we have in fact kept open for
di scussi on but not accepted the opioid tax,
because we have concerns about who it woul d apply
to.

We have kept open the discussion
about cannabis |egalization, of which revenue is
one piece of it, but we have not agreed
specifically with the Governor's plan. W have
kept open and so we would like to continue the
di scussi on on cannabi s.

We have kept open the discussion --
|"msorry, cannabis and opioid were the two that
we kept open. W did accept the auto rental
surcharge expansion, which is a relatively small
anount of noney and would go towards mass transit
in upstate New York to help themwth their nass
transit needs.

The list was very long, so |I'mjust

doubl e-checking. And the issues on the free
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poker question, the free play -- thank you. [|I'm
not sure we did define that as a tax. Because
that's a question of whether casinos and ot her

pl aces can of fer discounted ganbling to people.
So we did accept the Governor's proposal there,
but 1'"mnot really sure | would define it as a
tax. And you know ne, | don't |ike ganbling.
It's not hard to find nme argui ng agai nst
ganbl i ng.

But we al so did accept his proposal
to allow sports betting in the four casinos,
which will be revenue. So we did accept that
revenue, under the belief that that will actually
assi st the upstate casinos in trying to neet
t heir new revenue.

So, sorry, | junped to -- you
al so -- through you, M. President. Your
ori ginal underlying question also asked what new
addi ti ons we had beyond the Governor's. So shal
| junp to those now?

SENATOR SEWARD: If I -- if the
Senat or would yield, I would have a foll ow up
guestion just on the original question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he Senator yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly. O
cour se.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or yields. Go ahead.

SENATOR SEWARD: The -- ny question
really is two-part. M reading of the budget
resol ution was that you have accepted the
$100 million opioid tax. And the other itens
that you discuss were still open or under
di scussi on, have you included those revenues in
your financial plan?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So t hrough you,
M. President, there was 100 mllion in revenue
booked from | ast year's budget for an opioid tax.
The courts overrul ed how that was witten. So
we' re not supporting addi ng an additional 100,
but we are accepting that that is part of the
financial plan, did not reject that, but wote in
our docunents that we want continued negoti ation
on the | anguage of how that tax would actually be
witten and applied.

Because we -- and |'m sure you feel
the sane way. W don't want to go down the road
of passing sonething that sonmebody goes to court

and finds unconstitutional for a second tine.
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And we' re concerned about who that tax m ght
actually apply to, who would actually have to pay
t he tax.

So we split the baby, because we
said yes, that 100 mllion is in there already
fromlast year, we're not subtracting it out from
the financial plan, but we didn't actually agree
to the specific change that the Governor has
proposed in his Executive Budget.

And on cannabi s, we booked no nobney.

SENATOR SEWARD: | f Senator Krueger
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, let's now get
to that portion of ny question that deals with
what new taxes and fees -- and al so, | would say,
revenue actions -- that, over and above the
Governor's proposal, are in this resolution.

What new taxes, fees, revenue actions are
i ncluded in this budget resolution?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay. So we do
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pl ace a sports betting via online if you go to
the four casinos in upstate New York to register.
And it's two forms of revenue. It would be a
sports betting licensing fee and then sports
betting tax receipts, projected at a total of

$90 mllion. Again, if you choose to sports bet
legally in New York, you would have to pay this.
But if you don't choose to sports bet, it's not a
tax on you.

W did a slight change in boxing and
MVA taxes to have parity between the two sports.
So it brings in atotal of $2 million in revenue.
But again, the argunment was nore for having an
even playing field and parity in taxation in
those two not identical sports but simlar
sports.

We did take unclainmed lottery funds,
currently estimated to be $80 million a year, and
said that that noney should go to educati on.

Now, every year there are uncl ai med
| ottery funds, people who never, | guess, |ook at
their ticket or decide |I don't want this noney.
"' m not sure who decides they don't want this
noney once they buy a lottery ticket, but

apparently there are people who don't ever accept
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their lottery winnings. And that up until now,
that unclainmed lottery funds noney has sinply

been left in the lottery to do nore marketi ng,

nore advertising, nore internal spending.

We actually think the lottery has
pl enty of noney to do what they need to do to run
the lottery system Apparently nore and nore
people are playing it, so we just don't believe
t hey should be able to keep this noney. It was
never intended for them |It's never been
coll ected by the winners, so we would put that
into education, as lottery noney is supposed to
go to educati on.

We speed up the effective date of
the auto rental tax that the Governor put into
gain an additional $7 mllion. So it's not a
growh in the rate, it's just nmaking the
effective date earlier to start to draw revenue
earlier.

We deny the STAR property tax
proposal, which is not a reduction in STAR but

rather it's a continuation of current practice.

W actually -- and we have a
proposal to -- so this one's always a little
conplicated. So we call it a major reassessnent
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i mpact of property tax credits, but it's actually
a proposal that woul d address an issue in

Long I sl and where there are massive tax
assessment increases anticipated very soon. And
we have drafted a proposal that would provide a
five-year phase-in exenption for the increase in
assessed val ue due to the Nassau County property
val ue reassessnent, at the request of the North
Country executi ve.

So the increase in the tax burden
due to their increased property val ues woul d be
phased in at a 20 percent per year growth over
five years. And we are estimating that cost to
be $30 million in this year to the state.

SENATOR SEWARD: | f Senator Krueger
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR SEWARD: | notice, Senator,
that you did not nention the carryout paper bag

fee as a revenue raiser. Is that in this -- that
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is in this budget resolution, is it not?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So that was the
Governor's proposal -- we nodified his plastic
bag proposal. So it's not necessarily a new fee
that we're adding, but it is a changed fornmul a.
So in our nodel of a plastic bag fee, it would be
a ban on plastic, a 5-cent fee on other bags,
with the noney being split between -- |'m hoping
| get this right; they'Il tell me if I'"'mwong --
20 percent remaining at the stores and 80 percent
of that going to the EPF fund to assi st
comunities with the transition from having
pl astic bags to no | onger having plastic bags.

Excuse ne. So it's a ban on plastic
and a 10-to-25-cent fee on paper and ot her
nonreusabl e bags. |It's a nodel that actually has
worked in the State of California very
effectively, and we have a nunber of counties and
localities in New York State who have al so
established a simlar nodel for thenselves.

This is the first tinme we would have
an opportunity to see noney available to go into
t he Environnmental Protection Fund while ensuring
that the stores who had to change their behavi or

woul d have sone of their costs addressed as wel|.
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SENATOR SEWARD: | f Senator Krueger
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: Just so |
understand -- and I will get to a question --
under this resolution there's a ban on
pl astic bags and then up to 20 cents for a paper
bag at the grocery store?

SENATOR KRUEGER: M ni mum of 10,
and it could go up to 25.

SENATOR SEWARD: Twenty-five.

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's the store's
decision if they go up. So in the other areas of
the country that have applied this law, you
basically don't see them choosing to go up
because it woul d be a business decision on their
part that probably wouldn't work out that well
for them

SENATCOR SEWARD: M. President, if
Senat or Krueger woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SEWARD: Senat or Krueger, |
wanted to go back to our discussion on the
Al'l Funds spendi ng nunber, which | understood you
to say is $100 m|Ilion above the CGovernor.

SENATOR KRUEGER: The Al Funds --
yes. We were at 175.2, he was at 175.1

SENATOR SEWARD: And t he
Conmptroller -- | also understood you to say that
you' ve accepted the Conptroller's revenue nunber
of 190 mllion additional dollars of revenue
avai | abl e.

Wth that, if the All Funds increase
is 100 mllion and the Conptroller is offering
190 mllion in new revenues forecasting, why
woul d you need to raise additional taxes over and
above the Governor?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the primry
revenue increases are actually consistent with
what the Governor proposed. W're not actually
calling for significant anpunts of new revenue

fromour -- the list that we just gave you.
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So by and |l arge, we are not
significantly inpacting the revenue -- growh in
revenue collected. And of course, as | said, we
made sone changes in what we accepted and
rejected in the full financial plan of the
Gover nor' s.

SENATCOR SEWARD: M. President, |
have no further questions at this tine.

Thank you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
is closed. The question is on the resolution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Robach to explain his vote.

SENATOR ROBACH: Yes,

M. President, | just rise -- | amobligated
really to not vote for this resolution for a
nunber of reasons. For nme, representing the Gty
of Rochester and Monroe County, this resol ution

not only raises billions of dollars in taxes but
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al so took things out of the budget that have been
in there for years.

For exanpl e, the Summer of
Qpportunity Programfor the Gty of Rochester, in
a bipartisan effort, sonething created with Bob
Duf fy, who was the mayor of Rochester, then
Li eut enant Governor, that's been renoved from
this proposal. 1'mgoing to do everything | can
to make sure it's in the final version of the
budget .

But | noticed very pointedly that
t hose funds weren't taken out for New York City
or anywhere else, only for the City of Rochester.

Al so, while | was happy that
Wor kf orce Devel opnent Institute was funded, a | ot
of the nmoney for training and inclusion, trying
to get wormen and nore diversity in the building
trades in Rochester and get themin the queue for
i nternshi ps, that noney was not put in this
one- house resol ution either.

So both generically, listening to
the people | represent, being agai nst new taxes,
as well as, even nore parochially, cutting
specific things to the people |I represent, but

not seeing that done for other parts of the
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state, is not only disappointing to ne, but |
feel I have an obligation to vote against this
resolution and work with everyone in the process
to make sure in the final version we do the right
thing and treat people fairly.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Robach to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Metzger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| just want to say that | amvery
pl eased and proud to support this one-house
budget. As the Senator representing the nost
rural district in the Denocratic Conference, this
budget really does address the needs of all of
New Yor k, both rural and urban

| had a nunber of concerns with the
Executive Budget and cuts, in particular, to
funding for |ocal governments. W' ve done a
lot -- we've done a ot to put those resources
where they need to go. Also to fund our school s,
funding agriculture, addressing the opioid
crisis. These are all issues that are so

i mportant to our rural comrunities.
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So I"'mvery pleased to vote aye.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Met zger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

| am al so pleased to vote for this
resol uti on because it's been a wonderf ul
experience to see our entire conference work
together to address the issues of urban, suburban
and rural New York. M district -- like Jen's, |
have rural districts, but | also represent al
three of those very pronmi nently.

And it sonetimes | ooks like the
interests of those different parts of the state
conflict with each other, but it has been
wonderful to see how nmy conference gets it that
we need to support the entire state.

So we have additional funding for
agriculture and rural programs. W also are
supporting urban cores |ike Syracuse. And we
have a lot of things in the budget that bridge
both of those different kinds of interests, such

as nmuch better funding for education and for
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heal t hcare and for many ot her prograns that |
think we need to support, |ike clean water and
drug addiction treatnment and prevention and
libraries. There's so nmuch that really unites
our state.

And |I'mvery happy to vote for this
resol ution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATCOR LI U M. President, thank
you very much for this opportunity to explain ny
favorabl e vote on this budget resol ution.

| want to echo ny coll eagues,
appreciating that that process has been both
enl i ghteni ng and productive and | believe wll
serve the best interests of all of our fellow
New Yor kers.

In particular, when we | ooked at the
Executive Budget, there were a nunber of things
that required nodification, if not outright
rejection. A couple of those things I'd like to
hi ghl i ght woul d be, nunber one, school governance
inthe City of New York. The Executive sinply

proposed a three-year extension of what's called

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1631

mayoral control. |'m happy that we are putting
an additional process in there, including a
public hearing this week, as well as in con ng
years, to continue to exam ne the schoo
governance systemin New York City and to make
sure that additional reforms and changes as
necessary wll be enact ed.

On the issue of funding the
Met ropol itan Transportation Authority on a
| ong-term basis, particularly with regard to its
capital plan, the Executive essentially proposed
a blank check for the MIA that is not -- that is
al ready not known for a great deal of
accountability.

We reject that proposal in this
docurent and instead | ook to anal yze and consi der
addi ti onal nmeasures that will provide such
revenues to the MIA, but with accountability and
with a clear understanding of what it wll
deliver and provide for our constituents.

Wth that, M. President, | am happy
to support this resolution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Liu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
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vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

First | want to thank our |eader and
our deputy | eader for creating a process that got
us to this point, a real thorough exam nation of
all of the issues in the budget, line by line,
wi th input from stakehol ders and | ocal officials.
So we did a very thorough job in crafting this
resol ution.

This is very good for the Lower
Hudson Valley. | want to thank Chair of
Education Shelley Mayer. A billion dollars in
extra Foundation Aid is critical as our property
t axpayers struggle to pay for a good education
for their children.

We did things like restoring Aid to
Localities, the AIMfunding, fully restored CH PS
funding for the first time, with an over
$150 million increase in that program W
restored the Severe Weat her Infrastructure
Repaving Program So there are a |ot of things
that are very good for the Hudson Vall ey.

For nmy chair -- and working with

chai rman Senator Rivera, | thank you for your
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| eadership on our task force. W are really
nmovi ng the needl e on substance use di sorder
treatment. For the first tine, we have pushed
t he envel ope from 14 days before an insurance
conpany can interfere to 28 days. And that is
remar kably revol uti onary because tine, we know,
is the eneny when treating substance abuse.

We're al so reducing the nunber of
copays on outpatient care or after-care froma
variety of copays. |If they see multiple
specialists, down to one copay per day, and it
woul d be the cost of a basic office visit.

So there are a |l ot of good things in
this budget, and I'mgoing to be pleased to vote
for it.

The only one thing | want to say is
we tal k about the l|egalization of cannabis, and
nmy personal feelings are irrelevant, I'mhere to
represent the feelings of nmy district. And there
are great, great concerns. M hope is we wll
still have this conversation out of the budget.
| think it's too big. M constituents think
there are too many noving parts. Especially the
further out in suburbia you get, you throw cars

in, it's not a good m X.
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So | am supportive of coll eagues
work. | amvery grateful to Senator Krueger for
some of the conversations and her understandi ng
of the issues up there. So we're noving in a
positive direction, | think this is a great
resolution, and I want to thank coll eagues.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President.

My colleagues, | rise in order to
support the resol ution.

"' m so happy and pl eased that both
the Assenbly and the Senate in their resolutions
consider how inportant it is that the
Foundation Aid fornula has increased to over a
billion dollars in both resol utions.

| was hoping and expecting
$1.6 billion that was recommended by the
Comm ssi oner of Education and phase in the rest
of the $4 billion that our children are owed
under the Canpaign for Fiscal Equity. But | am

pl eased with the fact that the priorities of both
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the Assenbly and the Senate is about educati on.

And | say to ny colleagues here in
the Senate that | did a tour of several cities in
the State of New York with the Alliance for
Qual ity Education, for education. | went to
Rochester, New York, and visited schools there
and tal ked to sone of the parents and | eaders in
the adm nistration. Rochester has a very poor
school district. And based on the poverty | evel
and the nunber of children of minorities, blacks
and Latinos, it is considered the eighth poorest
school district in the country -- not only the
Enpire State, but the country.

And | had the opportunity with ny
col | eague Rachel May to go to Syracuse. And
Syracuse is a very, very poor school district, it
has 50 percent bl acks and maybe 25 percent
Latinos. And it is also considered |ike the
tenth poorest school district -- not in the
Enpire State, New York State, but the country.

|"msaying to everyone that is
unaccept abl e by anyone's standard. But not only
t hat, Schenectady, in our colleague Jim Tedisco's
district. | had the opportunity to neet with his
staff and other State Assenbl ynenbers, the
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superintendents and school board nenbers there,
we toured the school. And that district is in
need, just |ike Rochester and Syracuse. Not at
the sane level, but they're in need. Even the
superintendent said that several years ago they
filed an action of discrimnation against

New York State with the federal governnent
because of the situation in Schenect ady.

And | visited a small rural
community like Ellenville that has only 1600
students in the entire school district. One
canmpus whi ch has a high school, a mddle schoo
and an el enentary school all combined. And that
district did not have one social worker in the
entire school district. And they have said that
t hey need noney that they're entitled to under
Foundation A d fornul a.

How nuch is Rochester owed? About
$2900 per student. How nuch is Syracuse owed?
About $2100 per student. How rmuch is New York
City owed? Fifteen-hundred dollars per student.
And in essence, the Foundation Aid is the thing
that we need in order to ensure that the children
of New York State, no matter what county or

muni ci pality you live in, have the opportunity,
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an opportunity to have a sound, basic education.

And ny col l eagues, | tell you what
t hat nmeans, that they should graduate from high
school knowi ng how to read, knowi ng howto wite,
knowi ng how to serve on a jury and being able to
hol d conpetitive enploynment. Not repetitive,
flipping burgers, but conpetitive in the world
mar ket .

So | say to you that |I'mvery
pl eased about this. But | also have issues as
far as the MIA and New York City Housing
Aut hority and many other issues. And let ne just
read to you, if I may -- | want to read to you a
tweet this norning, what the New York City
Partnership said about this budget, and then |'|
cl ose.

It said -- one second. Bear with
me, please -- "Congratulations to Andrea
Stewart-Cousins on a fiscally responsi bl e budget
proposal that includes congestion pricing to fund

transit. Check out our full statenent,” and they
gi ve you the website.

And what | said in response to
that -- | tweeted that, and | said "W are doing

our best to represent the needs and the wants of
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all New Yorkers. 1Is it perfect? No. But we are
driving in the right direction, staying focused."

And M. President, | vote aye on
this resolution,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Ortt to explain his vote.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President.

| don't want to get too excited.
have sat on the other side of this chanber, and I
know that this docunent really doesn't nmean a
whol e | ot governnmentally. But really it's nore
telling as a political docunment, and it tells you
where the Majority would like to continue to take
this state.

This state is the highest-taxed
state in our country. W know that, there's data
that shows that. The highest-taxed state in this
country. \Wich neans, in many cases, the
| east-affordable state in this country.

And this budget, this docunent, does
not hing to change that ranking. 1In fact, it
doubl es down on continuing to make sure we're the

nunber-one state when it cones to taxes. And
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that's because there's a fundamental difference
between the Majority's view, which is they
probably |ike that ranking because it neans we're
spendi ng nore noney on the needs of New Yorkers.
Many folks in the Mnority | ook at
that as the death knell for our districts. That
ranking i s the reason why busi nesses are | eaving.
That ranking is why students, when they graduate
fromour schools, |eave to other states -- not
California, but other states who are | ower-taxed
st at es.
And this docunent absol utely does
nothing to change that trajectory. And it's
i ncreasingly a question of mne and many mllions
of New Yorkers, as the negotiations now begin in
earnest to produce a real budget governnentally,
who in that roomis going to be representing
m ddl e-cl ass taxpayers in this state? | don't
know t he answer to that question, and |I'm
i ncreasingly wondering if anyone in those
negoti ati ons are going to be standing up for
m ddl e-i ncone earners, mddl e-class taxpayers,
t he ki nds of people who have been |eaving this
state in droves for generations.

And | would like to add a specific
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concern of mne. M colleague, the chair of the
Agriculture Cormmttee, mentioned sone things
about rural New Yorkers. And in the agriculture
budget, nothing is identified as to where the
noney is going. There's an increase in funding,
which I think is inmportant, and I'mglad we're
increasing funding. But | would offer to ny
col | eagues, especially to the new ones, speak to
your col |l eagues who have been here for several
years. Trusting executive agencies to spend the
noney in a way -- in the best way for our
constituents and New Yorkers is msplaced at
best .

| do not trust the executive
agencies of this admnistration to spend the
noney that -- this conference for many years, and
this house, quite frankly, supported prograns on
the agriculture side, the Governor took them out,
we put them back in. W made sure those funding
streans and those prograns were there. Not the
Assenbly, and certainly not this adm nistration.

So it's inportant to nme and |
certainly hope that as those negotiations go
forward, nore noney is great. Mdre resources for

our farmers and our agribusiness is great. But
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let's make sure that we say where that noney is
going. That is our responsibility as a

Legi slature. And when we don't do that, we are
abdi cating our responsibility constitutionally

t hat New Yorkers have sent us here to do.

M. President, | vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Funke to explain his vote.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,

M. President.

In my opinion, sinply put, this
budget taxes too much, spends too much, and won't
do athing to create jobs in nmy district in
upstate New YorKk.

A mllion people have |left our state
since 2010, and nothing in this budget is going
to reverse that either. 1In fact, by increasing
t axes once again on higher earners, nore wll
certainly leave the state and then face tax
i nspectors who are checking their refrigerators
to find out if their mlk has expired and squeeze
every |last penny out of them

Specifically in this budget, it
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rai ses or creates nore taxes on driving, on
i nt ernet purchases, paper bags, real estate
pur chases, and prescription medication. It
i nposes a $200 mllion tax to fund political
canpai gns and t hose | ovabl e negative TV
commercials. W believe it blows through the
2 percent tax cap that we -- or spending cap that
we i nposed on our |ocal governments. And it
still manages to cut funding to the needi est
anong us who need nursing home care. And that's
a concern

There are sone good things in this
budget, to be sure, that all of us on this side
agree with and advocate for. But it only takes
one bad apple to ruin the bunch, as they say, and
the tax and spending increases in this one-house
represent a bushel of bad appl es.

| vote no, M. President. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Funke to be recorded in the negative.

Senator LaValle to explain his vote.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
M. President.

After listening to Senator Funke and
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Senator Ortt, there's only one way you could vote
on this bill, and that's no. Taxes too nuch,
spends t oo much.

And in sonme places it doesn't spend
properly, like for our community colleges. The
Base Aid should be higher than it is. And for
two of SUNY's hospitals, at Stony Brook and
Syracuse, not a dollar aid to them not a dollar
aid. And so those individuals representing
Syracuse should be aware that there are big
probl enms ahead for that hospital, at least in ny
opi ni on.

And so I"mgoing to vote no on this
| egi sl ation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
LaValle to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, | first want to thank our
col | eagues for that scintillating debate. You
know, there's an expression that | would rather
di e of passion than die of boredom-- except for
a debate on a one-house budget resolution. So |

commend Senat or Krueger for answering those
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guestions so conpletely.

And | think it suggests to ne that
there is w despread agreenent across the State of
New Yor k about our Senate one-house resol ution.
That's why you have both the business community
and | abor speaking in unison in support of this
one- house resolution. That's why you have both
agricultural interests -- the Farm Bureau -- and
downstate interests, |ike our crimnal justice
servi ces network, speaking in favor of this
one- house budget resol ution.

|"mvery proud of this resolution
and amexcited to | end ny support because it
really is a budget for the many, not the few.

And that is a major change fromour |ast year's
resol ution.

For exanple, last year in terns of
funding for the Nurse Fam |y Partnership, our
col | eagues across the aisle provided nothing.
This year our Senate resolution has at | east
$3 mllion.

Last year our coll eagues across the
aisle, M. President, provided zero resources for
the LGBT Health and Human Services Network. This

year the Senate one-house resolution includes
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t hat fundi ng.

Last year, even after nmany efforts
anong advocates to try to convince our coll eagues
to support the Runaway and Homel ess Youth
Initiative, our colleagues provided no noney.
This year, they are funded.

So as was said earlier by our
col | eague across the aisle, there is additional
spendi ng on behal f of the needs of New Yorkers,
and that's what this budget is really about. And
|"mvery proud that we've al so provided
significant funding to statew de foreclosure
prevention services. You know, 15,000 New York
famlies |l ost their homes due to foreclosure | ast
year. But we're going to stop that, hopefully,
in this year's budget.

And we al so, thanks to the efforts
on behal f of my coll eagues, are providing key
funding to civil legal services and indigent
| egal services on both the crimnal and civil
si de.

And finally, I'd like to say that in
terms of schools and nass transit, there's a plan
here for a way forward. And now we're finally

advancing a proposal to tax the very wealthy in
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New York with a pied-a-terre tax, which is French
for make the world's super-rich pay their fair
share.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN: And |'mvery,
very heartened by the fact that we can reall ocate
resources fromnoncitizens who have second hones
inthe City of New York to the needs of everyday
New Yorkers, just |ike our colleagues have said.

So I|"mproud to vote aye,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. | rise today to explain why I'm
voting no on this resol ution.

Having | ess than 24 hours to revi ew
t he | anguage included in these budget bills, I'm
left with many nore questions than answers and,
honestly, tremendous concerns for the people of
this state who are already overtaxed and
over burdened by regul ati ons.

Despite the commitnent of the

Majority that upstate New York will not be
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forgotten, when | | ook at what's before us, |
think that's exactly what has happened. That
upstate New York, primary the Finger Lakes
region, and all of our rural conmunities have
truly been left out of the discussion.

As the ranker on the Conmm ssion for
Rural Resources, |'m concerned about several
lines that are not identified in the one-house
budget. To begin with, when we tal k about access
to healthcare services, the Breast Cancer
Coal ition of Rochester provides cancer services
to those who have been di agnosed with breast
cancer or gynecol ogi cal cancers, whether it's a
wonman or whether it's nen. They provide these
services in many of the poorest areas of upstate
New York. They provided services to 14 counti es.
I n past years' budgets there had been a dedi cated
line for the Breast Cancer Coalition. Last year
it was $300,000. In this year's budget, | don't
see a single penny identified.

But what | do see, | see aline with
$1 mllion for wonen's services. And | inplore,
inplore the Majority to consider the Breast
Cancer Coalition, their $300, 000 request for

funding. Keep in mnd, again, that they service
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14 counties with some of the poorest people in
New York State.

| also inplore you to take a | ook,
if it's not already in there -- | didn't see it.
When we tal k about how well we've done for our
rural comunities, | didn't see anything in there
for the critical access hospitals. There's 42 of
t hem across New York State. Not one of themis
inny district, but as an advocate for the rural
conmunities, we need to fund the rate
rei mbursenent, address the issues related to
t hat .

These hospitals serve the nost rural
and geographically isolated areas of our state.
We cannot forget them

And al ong those sane |lines, Iroquois
Heal t hcare, the physician "Take a Look"
program -- $150,000. It's a phenonenal bargain
for the State of New York. What it does is
reaches out to residents in training in New York
City, physicians assistants and ot her nedi cal
personnel, brings themup to New York State where
we have a critical shortfall of nedical
provi ders, and shows them opportunities for a

great place to live and to work. So | hope the
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Majority will again consider putting that back
in.

| also want to nention Finger Lakes
| aw enforcenent and energency services. W
tal ked on this floor about the inportance of
volunteer fire departnments. Every single penny
of the $500, 000 that has been put in the budget
for decades has gone to providing our vol unteer
fire departnments over six counties -- over 92
volunteer fire departnments -- with a small anount
of noney to help themw th the purchase of
critical supplies, whether it's hose, whether
it's safety equi pment, whatever it needs. It's a
smal | anmount of noney that goes to these fire
departnments and it hel ps them serve and protect
our communities, it hel ps them keep t hensel ves
safe from sone of the cancers they' re exposed to.
And it al so hel ps keep the tax burden off of the
| ocal municipalities. They're com ng out of the
t axpayers' pockets.

So | inplore you to consider that
$500, 000 and rem nd you agai n about the
di scussi ons we've had about how i nport ant
vol unteer fire departnents are.

Wanted to touch just quickly on
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veterans. Again, yesterday we recogni zed the
Anmerican Legion here. |I'ma famly nmenber of a
large mlitary famly. | whol eheartedly support
our veterans and our active-duty service nmen and
wonen. And it just boggles ny mind that we will
sit here and we'll talk about how we support our
veterans, and then we will renove fromthis
budget $200,000 in funding for the Warrior Salute
program which provides clinical treatnent and
tenporary housing for veterans as they overcone
PTSD, mlitary sexual traunma and/or traumatic
brain injuries.

| want to know what nessage is this
sending. That we value all of our veterans, or
we just ignore the veterans fromupstate, we just
care about downstate veterans? | inplore you to
put that noney back into the budget.

When it comes to agriculture,
didn't see -- perhaps it's rolled up into the
funds that ny coll eague Senator Ortt nentioned --
the New York Farm Viability Institute and the
dairy profit teans.

| also just wanted to nmention
wor kf orce devel opnent. W obliterated the

Rochest er progranms that ny col |l eague Senat or
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Robach tal ked about. Please know that those
prograns don't just inpact the Cty of Rochester,
it spreads throughout the Finger Lakes region.
That is going to inmpact our businesses, their
ability to get trained enployees. It's also
going to inpact the people who are | ooking for
that necessary training to find jobs. So |
inplore you to put that back in as well.

On the environnent, 1'I1l just touch
very briefly, there's a |lot of noney in there.
It's curious to me that we call out specifically
Long Island. And I'd ask you to, you know, take
a look to nake sure that the Finger Lakes are
included. And also that issues related to
bl ue- green al gae and i nvasive species such as
wool | y adel gid and the spotted lanternfly are
al so i ncl uded.

Again, | thank you for the work that
you' ve done on the budget. | inplore you to take
anot her | ook at sone of the prograns from upstate
New York that have been wi ped out. And | just
really -- those of you who are responsible for
committees that have anything to do with rea
communities, really let your voices be heard and

push for what we need that's so inportant.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Jacobs to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you,

M. President.

Thi s past Decenber the USA Today had
an article, the headline being "Leaving New York?
Popul ati on Loss Deepest in the United States."
People are leaving -- this article wote about
that people are |l eaving our state at a faster
rate than any other state in the nation.

Thi s has been happeni ng for sone
time now. It is fairly obviously to anybody t hat
lives outside the New York City area that we have
a population crisis in state, a popul ati on-exodus
crisis in this state. W need to focus on that
if we are going to survive long-termas a state.

In that regard, this budget is
troubling to me. | have not seen an exanple
where an area has turned their population crisis
around, reversed an exodus of people and grown
again by dramatically taxing and dramatically
fees, and that is what we are doi ng now.

| just wanted, though, to touch on
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one specific elenent of this budget, and that is
regardi ng marijuana | egalization

In the brief period | have been in
this body, |'ve expressed concern each and every
year about major policy issues being inserted
into this budget. And this year is no different.
But | have to say this year's inclusion of
recreational marijuana in the budget is the nobst
significant exanple of putting a major dramatic
policy in the budget that is largely a policy
i ssue and certainly, at least this year, not a
budget ary i ssue.

| personally am strongly agai nst
br oad- based | egal i zati on of marijuana. But
whet her you are for or against this issue, you
must agree that it's a very significant public
policy issue with major ram fications on our
people. | could list the litany of reasons why
| egalization is very dangerous for our future,
but at this point I amjust asking that we do not

do a disservice to this legislative body and,

nore inmportantly, to the citizens we represent by

ramm ng this issue through in this budget
process.

| believe we need to give this the
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studi ed deliberation it deserves -- committee
neeti ngs, hearings, public outreach and nore.
Simply put, we are not fulfilling our job as
legislators if we pass this legislation in this
manner .

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jacobs to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Gaughran to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,

M. President.

I'd first like to thank both Senator
Krueger and Senator Seward for what | thought was
a very civil and thoughtful discussion. And that
back-and-forth honestly, as a new Senator, |
found to be quite val uabl e.

Look, I don't agree with everything
in this budget. | don't think -- probably nost
people don't agree with everything in this
budget. But there's a lot we need to do, and we
do have to make sonme conpromises. And | want to
poi nt out a couple of things |I think are
i mportant.

Especially for the mddle class, a
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significant increase in aid to public schools.
This is not only going to help the children
across the state, but this is going to help our
property tax payers. And as chair of Local
Government, |'mvery happy that this fully
restores the AIM funding for every village and
every town in this state. That al so hel ps
especially the mddl e cl ass.

And |'m pleased that it al so
el imnates the proposed tax on carried interest
and that it also will make the 2 percent tax cap
per manent .

So for these and ot her reasons,
M. President, | vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

| too rise in support of ny
conference's resolution. | believe it does
protect the fiscal integrity of our state while
prioritizing the needs of working-class people.

Look, I'ma born and bred New Yorker

and | have seen Republican budgets pass nearly ny
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entire adult life. 1 can't say how proud | amto
be a nenber of this conference suggesting a
budget that really does reflect our needs. And |
want to just highlight a few of the things and
then talk a little bit about something that |
believe is mssing in our budget.

But I want to comrend ny col |l eague
Senat or Krueger on all of her hard work and of
course the | eadership of Andrea Stewart - Cousins,
our conference | eader.

| believe that with prevailing wage
and wage theft prevention, or otherw se known as
the Sweat Bill in this resolution, we're truly
begi nning to address the inequities for nmany of
t he workers who benefit -- sorry, of the workers
enpl oyed on projects who benefit from public
subsidies. And as the nother of two public
school children and a graduate of New York City
public schools, | amvery, very, very proud to
see the Canpaign for Fiscal Equity or Foundation
Ai d funding included here.

| support mayoral control with
i ncreased governance, and | think that there's a
ot of work to do there. |'m happy we are

pl anning to tax the oligarchs who really should
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pay their fair share on their second, third, 12th
homes that they have in New York City. That
early voting is funded. That bus | ane
caneras are funded. And as soneone wi thout a
driver's license, the fact that congestion
pricing is being included in this.

However, | amworried about the
AirTrain comng to ny district to serve LaCGuardi a
Airport. It actually does not alleviate the
needs for better public transportation for ny
constituents in East Elnmhurst, which is a
transportation desert.

| am very happy to see the gang
vi ol ence fundi ng, because we do need alternatives
to policing when it conmes to tal king about these
har der i ssues.

| only wish that we had incl uded
driver's licenses for all, because it's a real
revenue generator for our state. Undocunented
New Yorkers are nmenbers of our famlies who pay
t axes, contribute to our econony, and deserve
equity just like the rest of us. Not to nmention
that for those who drive, it actually would help
with car insurance rates and again would be a

real revenue gener at or for our state.
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Neverthel ess, | vote aye on this
resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Rivera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.

A |l ot has been said already, and I
just wanted to again thank Senator Krueger for
all her work to nake sure that this happened,
make sure that we thank the staff, who have done
an amazing job in hel ping us out.

|"ve got to tell you, |I'mproud of
my conference. | was very glad to be part of a
wor kgroup that dealt with the health/ nenta
health part of the budget. It only took us about
13% hours to go through each and every single
line. But every one of those Senators, whether
it was Senator Sal azar, Senator Carl ucci,

Senat or Gaughran, Senator Breslin, Senator My,

or Senat or Harckham they canme basically to every
neeting, participated, debated, asked questions.
We know what's in there. Mre inportantly, we

know how good this budget is.
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And | have to disagree respectfully
with Senator Ortt. This is not an uninportant
docunment. The opposite is true. This not only
puts out, as you said, a political document, but
nore inportantly lays it out on the table, what
are the priorities that we have as the Denocratic
Conference. And a | ot has been said al ready
about all the things that are in here. The
reality is that this is the start of the process.
We still have to have all sorts of conversations
with our friends in the Assenbly as well as our
friend in the second floor. And we will have
sonme di sagreenents, but this is what we have
done, we have taken all of the priorities that we
have as a Denocratic conference and we have put
t hem on the table.

And | also wanted to say to Senat or
Hel mng that | agree with you very strongly:

When it cones to healthcare facilities, we have
to make sure that we take care of the entire
state. Wiich is the reason why we fought so
strongly to nake sure that in this one-house, as
you will see, the restorations that we did for
hospitals, the restorations that we did for

Medi cai d funding, the restorations that we did
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for nursing hones, and the addition of $2 mllion
for rural health that we added because we
recogni ze, just like you said, that healthcare
facilities all across the state, particularly
sonmetimes in rural conmmunities, are not paid
attention to.

So we want to nmake sure that we
fight for the entire state, and | truly believe
that this budget does that.

So once again, M. President, |
proudly vote in favor of this resolution because
| believe it sets forward what our priorities
are. And I'm|looking forward to the vote that we
will take in just a few weeks. Hopefully it wll
be a good enough budget to vote yes on as well.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Rivera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

Let nme start by thanking the
| eadership of this conference, Senator Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, and the | eader of the Senate

Fi nance Comm ttee, Senator Krueger, as well as
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all of the Denocratic Conference nenbers who
worked so diligently to put this docunent
t oget her.

But it wasn't just our Denocratic
Conference. W took input from our coll eagues
across the aisle to nake sure that this was a
holistic view of this state, to nake sure that we
wer e addressi ng needs across this state. And it
being a $175 billion docunment -- resolution -- |
could be here all day tal king about the issues
that are addressed in this. | wll touch on a
few of the nopbst inportant issues that we are
deal i ng with.

As has been nentioned, a
$1.6 billion increase in education aid that wll
i mpact all of our districts across the state --
not just hel ping our kids in public education,
but hel ping the conmunities that depend upon this
noney to keep their taxes down.

The protections that are built into
this document for the environnent are historic in
nature. W restored $550 mllion to our Medicaid
funding. That woul d have devastated the
hospitals across this state; we are maki ng them

whole. W restored AIMfunding in this package.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1662

We retained and are expanding the filmtax credit
that is arguably the nost beneficial tax credit
programin the history of the state, according to
i ndustry | eaders, creating thousands of | obs
across this state that wouldn't have been created
without that filmtax credit.

And per haps one of the nost
i mportant pieces addressed in this resolution is
this conference taking the step to nake the tax
cap in the State of New York pernmanent. You want
to help the mddle class in the State of
New York? You want to hel p keep taxes down
across this state? W are inposing a permanent
property tax cap in this state. That is an
i mportant step for this conference to take, and
we are going to see it through to the end.

On top of that, on top of that, we
addressed issues like childcare funding and
apprenticeship training all across this state.
Save the Mchaels of the Wrld, the |ifesaving
organi zation dealing with the opioid crisis --
statewi de program-- is being addressed in this
budget. Saving |ives.

And as the chairman of

Transportation, there's so many different issues
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that are addressed in this dealing with equity
and parity across this state -- not only agreeing
wi th what the Governor proposed with the CH PS
funding, but taking into account all areas across
the state. |In particular, upstate we increased
CH PS funding by $150 mllion. The

muni ci palities across the state were cl anoring
for this funding.

The $65 million for Extreme Wnter
Recovery funds that will help comunities,
including in Western New York, that are so
hard-hit with the extreme winter, dealing with
their transportati on needs.

And then we tal k about the downstate
transportati on needs and the MIA, the heart beat
of our econony, that is noving people around with
the public transportation system the Long Island
Rai | road, the subway systemin the city, the
Metro- North

The congestion pricing plan that
this conference is advancing in negotiations with
the Assenbly and the Governor, taking into
account what the community is calling for, to
make sure not only are we funding the system but

that there's accountability and reform neasures
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taking place at the sanme tine.

This week we'll be in Buffalo
tal ki ng about public transportation, the fourth
of five public hearings -- unprecedented public
hearings that for years the public has asked for
on public transportation across this state, and
it has not happened. This Denocratic Conference
is taking those historic steps.

And as it pertains to ny own system
out in Western New York, the NFTA, a $100 mllion
five-year capital fund that the NFTA has been
calling for for years that has been unaddressed
by our colleagues across the aisle that we are
now addressing in this docunent. |Increasing STOA
funds that upstate has been calling for to the
transit systems, including Rochester, Al bany,
Syracuse and, yes, Buffalo and Western New York
and the NFTA. All the systens are getting nore
noney.

And again, on a local conmunity

perspective, when you tal k about the NFTA,

expanding the light rail, a billion-dollar
project that will cone to Western New York with
federal funds because of the $6 mllion that was

included in this docunent.
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Not to nention the funds that we're
advancing for the Skyway design conpetition, the
$175, 000 that we announced with the Governor just
a couple of weeks ago in Western New York that
woul d be transformative in nature to continue the
progress and nonentum

So I'mso excited to nove this
docunent today, to be supportive of it. [|'mjust
so pleased with the work that our Denocratic
Conf erence has done.

And | have got to tell you, I ama
bit di sappointed to hear sone of the negative
rhetoric comng fromacross the aisle, who has
been in charge of this Senate chanber for the
better part, the better part -- not all, but the
better part of 100 years. |It's been 107 years
that a Denocratic majority has held as many seats
in this chanber, 107 years.

So | would say to ny coll eagues
across the aisle if they're conpl ai ni ng about
people that are leaving this state, they ought to
ook in the mrror. And the fact of the matter
is the places that have been ignored over the
years has been upstate and Western New York, and

we are addressing themin this docunent.
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Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kaplan to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,
M. President. That's going to be a very hard
act to follow

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KAPLAN: | would like to
start by thanking ny coll eagues, staff, our
Fi nance chair, Senator Krueger, and our
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
their hard work to put forth a fiscally
responsi bl e budget that respects and supports the
needs of ny suburban district on Long Island.

This is not a perfect budget. But
t hi s budget includes so many of the things that
our residents count on, including restoration of
proposed cuts to Al M funding, funding our opioid
crisis, making the tax cap pernmanent, and real
property tax relief for homeowners whose taxes
coul d otherw se sharply increase as a result of
Nassau County-w de reassessment.

Thi s budget includes historic
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funding increases to ensure our kids have access
to the best education. This budget includes
record funding for water-quality inprovenent and
wat er infrastructure projects. It also ensures
fairness for suburban residents who will be
i npacted by the proposed congestion pricing plan.
| amvery proud that we were able to
achieve all of these inportant priorities in this
resolution, and I so cast my vote in the
affirmative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kapl an to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martinez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, I would |ike to begin
by thanking our Majority Leader, Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, for fostering a collaboration
bet ween the conference and those stakehol ders
across the State of New York to deliver a
responsi bl e proposed budget resol ution.

Thi s process has been | ong and
tiresone, but we definitely |learned a | ot about

New York State and about our own i ndivi dua
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districts. Fromthe North Country to the suburbs
of Long Island, we realized we represent
different constituencies with different interests
and concerns.

The proposed budget resolution is
just a beginning, and we need to nove the process
forward to deliver a well-bal anced budget which
will benefit all New Yorkers. You've heard what
we' ve funded so far, what we have restored for
all our comunities across the state. And for
t hese reasons, | will be supporting this
resol ution, even though | have ny reservations.

Since this is a proposed budget
resol ution, comrunications will remain open. |
am hopeful that the final budget resolution wll
make public safety a priority to protect al
New Yorkers. W need to bal ance the needs of the
people while maintaining their safety. There is
certainly nore that unites us here in this
chanber than divides us, |ike education, good
government, and ethics reforms, which we have
started to work on since the beginning of this
| egi sl ative session.

However, there are other issues that

dependi ng on our districts, we have difficulty on
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agreeing. Such is the case with the legalization
of cannabis as well as the | anguage in our
crimnal justice reform However, | believe it's
somet hing we can continue to work on and i nprove
on.

| will continue to voice the
concerns of ny constituencies, and | wll
continue to proudly serve the Third Senatori al
District. M. President, | do vote in the
affirmative, and | |look forward to really getting
down and honing in on the issues that wll
protect all New Yorkers.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Martinez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.

First let me apol ogize for ny
laryngitis. | know that has beconme a source of
joy for some of ny friends here over the |ast
week.

First, | want to thank Senator
Krueger and Senator Seward for the discourse. |

wait with bated breath to the nmany hours to cone
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as we actually address the actual budget.

M. President, first to Senator
Kennedy's point. In spite of my appearance, | am
not 107 years old --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: -- so | cannot
speak to all those years. But | can say this.
|"ve been here for 12 years, and | feel as though
some of ny col |l eagues across the aisle have taken
advant age of the fact that government civics are
not adequately taught in our schools anynore.

So in the 12 years |'mhere, | can
tell you there's never been a Republican budget.
| wish there had been. | think the state would
be in a better place if there were. The
Republ i can Party, yes, controlled the Senate,
one-third of the governnent. Two-thirds, since
| "ve been here, have been controlled by the
Denocr at s.

Wi ch means that there has not been
a Republican budget or a Denocratic budget,
there's been a consensus budget. No budget could
be passed over the last 12 years that |'ve been
out here unl ess Denocrats and Republicans canme to

an agreenent and there was conprom se and a
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budget was passed. Period. That's a fact.

Soif we want to lay blanme for the
policies in this state that certainly are driving
peopl e away by the thousands, there's plenty to
go around. Fromthis point on, it's all on you.

And so let ne tell you why and
explain why | have to vote, out of responsibility
to my constituents, no on this proposal. Because
if this becones part of the enacted budget, the
cost of living in New York -- for the rich and
the poor, fromthe North Country to Long Island
and New York City, fromone end of New York to
the other -- is going up. That's right. To
t hose of you out there listening in New York, the
cost to live in New York State for every one of
you i s going to increase.

And | et me tal k about two aspects of
this proposal that |I think really highlight that
fact. You know, always be aware of a person that
pi cks your pocket and then tells you that they're
doing it for your own good. The internet tax.

We hear flowery descriptions about howthis is
about fairness and equity and it's good for us.

First of all, there's a whole new

mar ket pl ace out there, and you knowit. You and
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your constituents nore and nore every day shop on
the internet. | know ny famly does, and | know
the people of Staten Island do. And they do so
to find value and conveni ence. And sonetines
when they' re shopping they choose one item over
anot her because it's 75 cents less than from
anot her place. And they're entitled to do that.

And by the way, in terns of
bri ck-and-nortar busi nesses, nom and pops,
so-called, in New York State, nore and nore of
them are online. New York businesses are going
online to access that gl obal narket.

So if you're a business on
Forest Avenue in Staten Island, you' re online.
And a | ot of your business, nore and nore every
day, is comng fromplaces |ike California and
New Mexi co and Texas and Al aska. That's the
mar ket pl ace.

So | just have to put this --
because we talk in | egal ese here, and mnuti a,
and we tal k about nunbers and facts. | want to
expl ain what's happening to the people back in ny
district if this becones part of the budget. |If
you were driving down the street in a car and you

were passing a store and in the wi ndow was a big

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1673

sign, red letters, "W've just raised the price
of every itemin our store by 15 percent,” who in
this chanber would stop, park, get out of their
car and rush into that store to go shopping? No
one woul d.

Well, that's what's happening with
this internet tax. The cost of goods on the
internet, whether it's Amazon or any other place
that you shop, that your constituents and ny
constituents shop, is going up by 15 percent.

Ei ght percent tax, the processing fee that Amazon
and the others, the progranms they need to wite
to collect this tax -- everything that our
constituents buy online is going to cost

15 percent nore.

That's not good for them That's
not good for New York. | don't know, nmaybe sone
of themw |l pick up a |aptop, drive to
New Jersey or sonmewhere else, sit in a parking
| ot and shop fromthere. Maybe sonme of themwill
say, I'mdone, I'mfinished, | can't take it
anynore in this state, I'"'mgoing to nove. |'m
nmoving to a place where it's going to cost a |ot
less to live and raise a famly.

The other issue is this -- this bag
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tax caper. 1'Il tell you, it would be funny if
it wasn't so sad. | renenber |ast year the
debate was about charging a nickel for plastic
bags. And why? Because plastic bags, we're
told -- | think there's sonme truth to this,

al t hough when | drive through the city | see a

| ot nore than plastic bags on the side of the
road. But they're bad for the environnent. And
we said here, to be intellectually honest, if

they're so bad for the environnent, we shouldn't

charge people. It shouldn't be okay to destroy
the environment as |long as you pay a nickel. W
say be honest, ban them \Well, the Governor was

listening. The Governor | think is being
intellectually honest, although |I disagree with
the policy. At least if he believes and you
believe that plastic bags are bad for the
envi ronnment, we shouldn't have them

So that's what they did. Sonebody
sai d, oh, no, now what are going to do? How are
we getting that nickel? Enter paper bags. Now
they're bad for the environnment. But you can
still have them You can still use them Just
give us a quarter.

And by the way, | think we're even
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done with this charade that it's not a tax. |It's
a tax. Because the noney's comng to the state.

So what does that nean? You go

shopping, it's going to cost you nore. |It's
going to cost you nore. |It's going to be
i nconvenient. It's going to be a hassle. And by

the way, it's not going to help the environnent.

It's not good for New York. It's

not good for the people | represent. [It's not
good for the people you represent. |It's
di shonest. It's wong. |I'mgoing to vote no.

Two nore points, questions, in this
proposal , questions on marijuana and congestion
pricing. They're questions, you |leave it there.
| think that's smart, not to address themri ght
now because there are a | ot of questions about
whet her or not either one of those proposals
woul d be good for the State of New York

That's what we're supposed to do,
things that are good for the State of New York
Not things that drive people out. Not things

that tell people: You know what, you're better

off living somewhere else. It just doesn't work
here anynore. | can't do it. | can't make ends
nmeet. | don't know, maybe ny district is
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different fromyours. | don't have people conm ng
to me and saying, Hey, can you add nore cost to
my life? Can you nake it nore expensive for nme?
Coul d you give nme nore taxes to pay? You know, |
have a | ot of extra noney in ny pocket, | want to
give it to the governnent.

That doesn't happen in ny district.
| don't know, we're different on Staten I|sland.
Senat or Savino could tell you about that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: The questions on
marijuana -- there are a |lot of questions. And
you deserve to nake sure that you have the
answers before you do sonmething. The people of
New Yor k deserve answers.

| have one question -- only one, for
now -- on marijuana. You'd better tell the
peopl e of the State of New York what the
proj ections for deaths on our roads are if this
becomes the law. | don't knowif it's one or if
it's a thousand people that are going to be
killed by people driving while high on marijuana.
| don't knowif it's 5,000 a year. | don't know
how many sons and daughters will lose their |ives

in New York if this beconmes the law. But you'd
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better tell the people of the State of New York
what that number is before you shove this down
their throat.

Congestion pricing, big question.
What are you going to charge the peopl e of
Staten Island for the privilege, the privilege of
traveling within their own city? You know,
Manhattan is part of their city. W pay for
bridges and tolls. W have inadequate
transportation infrastructure. The rest of the
city has ignored Staten Island for decades. W
don't have enough buses. W don't have a subway.
Ch, but lucky you on Staten Island, you want to
come visit your city -- your city, not soneone
else's city -- we're going to charge you. To go
to a play, to go shop.

| think that's wong. | think you'd
better have sone answers for the people that I
represent before you do sonmething |ike that.

So M. President, I"'mgoing to vote
no, and | look forward to the continued debate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Serino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
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M. President.

|"'mglad to see that the prograns
that we've led the way on are being conti nued:
The Peer-to-Peer Dwer program the work on Lyne
and tick-borne diseases, and a pernanent property
tax cap. Budgets are about priorities. These
are the kinds of prograns that have been and
shoul d continue to be our priorities.

However, we know New Yorkers are
continuing to | eave the state in droves because
of our high cost of living. If we truly want to
make New York a place we want to |ive instead of
| eave, we need to nake significant tax cuts and
they have to be our top priority.

| cannot in good conscience support
a budget that blows through the state's spending
cap and includes over $2 billion in new taxes and
fees. | was a single nomfor a portion of ny
life, and I know what it's like to |live paycheck
to paycheck. Every single dollar counts.
Twenty-five cents on paper bags, that counts.
Internet tax, that counts. Unfunded mandates
that raise |ocal taxes, that counts. And there's
so rmuch nore.

There's a ot of waste in this
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resolution. And | would urge ny coll eagues, as
t he negotiations go on, to please focus on
cutting the waste and prioritizing the prograns
t hat New Yorkers depend on

Thank you, and | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Serino to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Biaggi to explain her vote.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
M. President.

| want to begin with gratitude for
our | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, as well as
our Finance chair, Senator Krueger. This process
has been illumnating, it has been coll aborati ve,
and it has been transparent. And because of
that, | feel that we are in a better place to
serve all of New York

| also want to begin with a response
to my colleagues on the other side of the aisle
because | believe in ending on a high note. For
t hose conmments related to the 1 mllion people
who have |l eft New York since 2010 --
unfortunately, Senator Kennedy stole my thunder a
little bit -- but I would encourage you to

per haps purchase a mrror and to look into it.
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Because for the past 10 years the Denocrats in
this chanber were not in power. |In fact the
Republ i cans were.

And as a result of that, what we
have seen in New York State is the |argest incone
inequality in the entire nation. And why is
that? That's because of an underinvestnent in
education, in transportation, in housing and in
all of the things that allow for New Yorkers as a
whole to be able to thrive.

Thi s budget is an incredibly
conprehensi ve budget, and it does a | ot of good
for the Bronx and for Westchester. But not only
for the Bronx and Westchester, for the entire
state. And because of that, | amvery proud to
support it. Qur increase in school funding to
over $1 billion, our restoration of Al M funding,
our increase of NYCHA funding -- which for ny
district is incredibly inportant -- as well as
our inploring of the Executive to rel ease the
$450 million that already have been promised to
NYCHA. Qur restoration of Medicaid and our
dedi cati on and commtnent to public health
programns, including Parkinson's disease and

sickle cell and the opioid crisis and eating
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di sorders. Qur commtnent to childcare funding
and the environnent.

And, you know, to the argunent
agai nst the ban of plastic bags, it's a small
investment to ensure that our future generations
l[ive in a world where the air is clean and the
water is able to be drank by all individuals no
matter where you are. And | amvery proud out of
commtment to environnental justice, as well as
fixing the MIA

And for those people who have their
criticisnms about how we've gone about this, our
congestion pricing, New York City and New York
State is an economic driver for the entire state.
Not only the entire state, the entire country --
not only the entire country, the entire world
relies on the hub that is New York City. And if
we flip a switch and turn off all the trains, we
will be in an awful economc situation. So we
have got to take a step forward, and this is an
i mportant step forward. And | amvery much
| ooki ng forward to working through these things.

For all of those reasons -- for this
real budget, for this responsible budget -- |

vote aye, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bi aggi to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Savino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

|"mgoing to try and be a little
| ess passionate and save it for the upcom ng
weeks when we get into the real meat and pot at oes
of the budget.

But first let nme thank our | eader,
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, for putting together |
think sone really inportant working groups to
help us to get to where we are. And Senat or
Krueger and her team the Finance team the staff
were really amazi ng.

|"ve been here a little |onger than
Senat or Lanza now. He's here 12 years, |'m here
15 years. |'ve been on both sides of this aisle,
and for a while | was even sonmewhere in the
m ddl e.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SAVI NO. So |l -- 1 can
remenber a tinme, Senator Lanza, when there was a
Republ i can governor for 12 years, where you

had -- you know, they say in the budget you have
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to have a partner. So you had a Republican
Senat e, you had a Republican governor, you had a
Denocratic Assenbly. So they had a pretty
lasting inprint on the spending plan of the State
of New York.

Now, | don't like to get into the
tit-for-tat, but it was during the period of tine
when we had a Republican budget where we doubl ed
the size of the State Budget. Now, we can
conpl ain about that, but quite honestly, sone
real ly good things happened during that period of
time. And you guys mght want to take a | ook in
the mrror and renenber what you did.

Recogni zing that there were mllions
of New Yorkers that did not have health
i nsurance, you figured out a way to use Medi caid,
and you created the Famly Health Plus program
Yes, that's one of the reasons why healthcare is
so expensive in New York. It's one of the
reasons why Medicaid costs so rmuch. It's
expensive, but it was a good thing. W shouldn't
run away fromthat. Mre people nowinto Famly
Health Plus and Child Health Plus have heal thcare
because of that deci sion.

Qur education systemis one of the
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nost expensive in the country because we believe
in education. 1Is it enough noney? Sone people
say never enough. W're going to fight |ike hel
to get nore. Some regions don't get as nmuch as
t hey need. Sonme school districts are
shortchanged. That's our responsibility to
figure out how to solve that problem and we're
going to do it together.
We have a responsibility to dea
with conplicated policy issues in the budget. W
| ost that fight a long tine ago about what
bel ongs in the budget and what doesn't. It would
be so much easier if we could just do spending in
t he budget, right? But that's a fight the
Legi slature |l ost during the Pataki adm nistration
when they sued himand the Court of Appeals said
t he Governor has the right to do it. So we can,
you know, qui bble over it, but it's before us.
Does marijuana belong in this
budget? Yes. Wiwy? Because it is a revenue
enhancer. |It's a conplicated issue. W have to
deal with it. But let's think about this. If we
don't do it, we now have 30 states plus the
District of Colunbia that have nedi cal prograns,

and they are counting. New York is one of them
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W have ten states that have | egal adult use
prograns, and nore are com ng online, including
New Jersey. Massachusetts to the right of us has
an adult use program Vernont has an adult use
program Canada has adult use. W cannot pretend
that if we stick our head in the sand that we
wi |l not have people using |legal narijuana
purchased in other states com ng across our state
lines and driving.

Ch, and by the way, just in case you
don't realize it, people do buy marijuana in
New York. It's not that hard to get. And
they' re driving right now under the influence,
ability inpaired, and our police officers are
pul l'ing them over, doing field sobriety tests and
adm ni stering whatever system of justice they
have to. But what we're not getting is the
revenue. We're not having a | egal regul ated
market. We're not replacing the black market.
And we're not getting any of that tax noney for
New York. That's what we will lose if we don't
take up this policy initiative.

| understand people think they can't
vote for it. | quite honestly don't know why

when you think about this: Al npbst 70 percent of
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Anmericans live in states that have | ega
marijuana right now |1'mgoing to repeat that.
Seventy percent of Anericans live in states that
have | egal marijuana right now So to think that
we can't do something about it -- just talk about
cognitive dissonance, | don't know.

W have a | ot of issues we're going
to have to try and figure out over the next
coupl e of weeks, and | believe we'll get there.

A lot of this stuff that's built into this is
built into grants and things that this Senate has
passed over and over and over again, things we
really don't have to fight about.

| heard sone of you mention that,
you know, the opioid tax is a newtax. It's not
a new tax, we enacted it last year. It's an old
tax repurposed because we screwed it up | ast
year. So it's not a newtax. But it's a
dedicated tax to a crisis that everybody in this
roomrecogni zes is still damagi ng thousands and
t housands of famlies in this state.

On the sales tax, Senator Lanza, |
don't know, the Staten Island Chanmber of Commerce
t hi nks we should do this, because they recognize

that our small retailers on Staten |Island are
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suffering. And so | would ask you, why should
pay sal es tax anywhere? Wy should | walk in and
pay sal es tax on Hi ghl and Boul evard? Wy shoul d
| pay sales tax in a store on New Dorp Lane? Wy
shoul d any of us pay sales tax to a retailer in
New York if | could just buy it online? It's
fundanmental ly unfair, the court has said it's
unfair, and we need to do this.

Every year we do Smal | Busi ness
Sat urday, trying to encourage people to shop in
our stores. Wiy would they do that if they can
avoi d paying the sales tax? It's fundanentally
unfair. W have to fix this. W now have the
| egal authority to do so. W should nove
forward

There are so many ot her things that
we need to do in this budget. Tine is short.
We're going to get it done, in spite what the
rhetoric out there is. Again, |I've been here 15
years. They always say we can't do it. W can.
We'll do the best to take care of the peopl e of
the State of New York. In the end, sone people
wi |l be happy, sone people will be not so happy.
But we will deliver a sound budget for the people

of New York State addressing the nost critica

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1688

needs, and we will continue to do what each one
of us was elected to do, and that is to be
Senators for our districts, fighting for the
i ssues that we care about, from Staten |sland,
from-- lookit, he's laughing -- fromthe North
Country to the South Bronx, fromthe East End to
t he West Side.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Savino to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President. So we've heard fromall three
sides of the aisle.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KAVANAGH: |"d just like to
add ny voice as a nmenber of the Geater
Staten |Island del egation, currently representing
Manhattan and parts of Brookl yn.

You know, this is -- a |lot has been
sai d about this budget. Many of the inportant
el enents have al ready been nentioned by ny

col | eagues on this side of the aisle. | just
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wanted to, first of all, join those who have
congratul ated and thanked our great | eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for this first budget
that she's presided over. And, you know, really
an extraordi nary process. Obviously we still
have a lot nore work to do, but we're really off
to a great start. And also our Finance chair,
Li z Krueger, who, you know, fielded so many
guestions fromthe other side and has really
shepherded this process very effectively so far.

| do want to focus our attention, as
the chair of the Housing Commttee, on the nany
aspects of this budget that are intended to stand
up in this chanber today for the notion that we
have an inportant role to play in ensuring that
peopl e across this state have access to decent,
af f ordabl e housing. W' re naking sone very big
and inportant investnments in that area.

Wth respect to public housing,
whi ch has been an enornous story in New York but
really ought to be a story across the state, we
are investing $250 mllion in new capital noney
in New York City, and we're investing
$100 million in public housing authorities across

the state.
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And we are formally calling in this
resolution for the Governor to rel ease the
$450 million that we have previously allocated
for public housing in New York City. The noney
t hat has been all ocated for other parts of the
state has flowed rel atively snoothly, and nost of
t hat noney has been spent, and yet we've been
hol ding $450 million at a tinme when that noney is
desperately needed in New York City.

So that $800 million investment that
we're tal king about really will help us play a
role that is a very inportant part of a |arger
process that the federal governnent and certainly
the city need to play a role in, but it's
i nportant that we step up.

Thi s budget restores -- as was j ust
menti oned by my col |l eague Senator Biaggi, |
believe -- the $20 mllion in foreclosure
prevention funds. This is noney that
89 organi zations in every single county in this
state use to make sure that people have the
proper advice and the proper counseling when
they're facing the prospect of losing their hones
t hrough forecl osure.

That noney expires currently on
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March 31st. A nunber of those organizations have
al ready been struggling to figure out how to keep
staff in place until we renewit. |It's inportant
t hat both houses of the Legislature are taking
the position today that we should restore al
$20 million of that funding.

Simlarly, the Nei ghborhood
Preservation and Rural Preservation prograns --
agai n, these are 202 organi zations that nany of
us know and | ove dearly. The Governor's budget
cut $6.2 mllion out of that from current
funding. W're restoring all of that and adding
a bit nore today to ensure that those prograns
are adequately funded, and that the network that
supports those prograns is al so properly funded.

On the rent | aws, we obviously are
deferring, currently -- our budget renoves
| anguage with respect to the rent |aws that was
sort of put in -- there's some notional |anguage
of the rent laws in the Governor's executive
proposal. W're renoving all that because we
understand that is a conversation we're going to
have later in this session. But we are including
in this budget $8.9 mllion each year for the

addi ti onal noney for the adm nistration and
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enforcement of the rent |aws.

That i ncludes 94 new staff positions
to enforce those laws. It includes express
funding in reference to the TPU, the Tenant
Protection Unit, which has been blocked in this
house previously. And that 94 staff is a
27 percent increase in the staffing necessary to
enforce these | aws that protect the tenancies and
the rights of mllions of New Yorkers. And that
is not just a New York City issue, of course,
that is Westchester and Rockl and and
Nassau County as well.

Finally, we are joining the Governor
in supporting $72 million in stormrecovery
funding. W still have a | ot of people that are
struggling fromthe ravages of Hurricane Irene
and Superstorm Sandy and other big storms. It's
i nportant that we continue those prograns.

And lastly, a $5 mllion investnent
in the Manufactured Hone Advantage Program which
is sonething that | believe ny coll eague on the
ot her side of the aisle, ny predecessor chairing
t he Housing Commttee, Senator Little, has
supported for a long tine.

So this is an investnent across the
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state. It reflects the varying needs that -- you
know, the different needs you need in rural
comunities than you do in ny nei ghborhood. But
it represents a very inportant conmtmnent on the
part of this house that we have a very inportant
role to play in ensuring that people have a
decent place to live as a basis for econom c
opportunity, as a basis for raising their kids
and getting theminto schools and living the
kinds of lives we want to see all New Yorkers
live.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| al so echo the sentinents of ny
col | eagues. Thank you, Senator Stewart-Cousins,
for your steadfast |eadership in this budgetary
one- house process. It has been incredible on
this side.

Senat or Krueger, thank you, as

al ways, for, you know, manning the ship and --
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wonmani ng the ship or personing the ship, if we
have to be gender-appropri ate.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: Just to touch on a
coupl e of things that have been touched on and
haven't been touched on.

| echo the sentinments of Senator
Jackson. It is heartening to see this Mjority
t ake education seriously. As the father of two
young daughters, one approachi ng school age,

M. President, | see the increase in aid as a

wel come sign that New York really understands
that the key to success is through our children.
The key to success is through education. And the
nor e education funding that we have, the better
off our state will be. It's not a sprint with
education, it's a couple of marathons, if we're
real |y bei ng genui ne about what we have to do
wi t h educating our children.

And when it comes to education, you
know, we have to make sure that we are providing
funding so that the next generation has
opportunities in other fields. And |I'mvery
proud that this conference has all ocated funds

towards diversity in nedicine. Oten when people
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of color go to doctors, they don't see people
that | ook anything |ike them And there should
be a pat hway towards careers in nedicine.

And I"'mglad that this conference is
committed to diversity in so nany areas --

di versity such as the My Brother's Keeper
program continuing funding for that, so that we
can understand that people in inner city
situations have a pathway out to success.

And | just -- before | close, | want
to touch on our conference's om ssion of crimnal
justice reformspecifically. It is not an
om ssion in heart because we are comm tted,
extrenely conmtted -- as a nmenber of the
Legislature the very first bill | introduced,

M. President, was S3334, relating to discovery
reform

So we are committed -- very much so
commtted, | nust say again, M. President -- to
maki ng sure that we nake New York State fair once
and for all. But the om ssion of this in this
budget is sinply that we want to nake sure we get
it done right. You can't put things in the
budgetary process just for the sake of throw ng

it in there, we have to nake sure that we do it
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right.

And we are conmitted to getting
di scovery reform done so that people have the
evi dence that they need. GCetting bail reform
done so that wealth-based detention finally ends
in the great State of New York. And having our
constitutional right to a speedy trial -- which
doesn't seem so speedy sonetines,
M. President -- finally codified in New York
State | aw.

| look forward to a robust
di scussion in the next couple of weeks about this
matter and so nmany other matters that are
i mportant to people, as we say regionally, from
the Bronx to Brooklyn to Broonme County to
Batavia. W want to nmake sure that we get a
budget that's done for all New Yorkers. And
think that crimnal justice reform it's on the
way, we're going to get it done. And just

because you don't see in the confines of a

docunent today on March 14th -- 13th. [|I'm
getting ahead of nyself. |'malready in budget
node.

(Laughter.)
SENATOR BAI LEY: Just because you
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don't see it in a docunment today on March 13th
doesn't nean that we're not going to get it done.
W have the will to do it.

M. President, | vote aye on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Carlucci to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
M. President.

| too want to thank our | eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for guiding us through
this process, nmaking it denocratic, transparent,
and delivering a budget that's fiscally sound and
responsi bl e and addresses the needs that we've
been tal ki ng about: Making sure that we're
protecting our property tax payers by nmaking the
property tax cap pernmanent, but nore inportantly,
by fully funding the Foundation Aid formula, by
maki ng sure that we nake that comm tnent so the
responsibility, the inportant responsibility of
educating our children doesn't solely rely on the
property tax payer but that we uphold our end of

the deal. This is so inportant.
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And in addition to that, making sure
that we're addressing the issues of suburban
poverty by accelerating aid to districts like
East Ramapo and |i ke Gssining and the harned
Suburban Five that we've been tal king about that
have seen increases in enrollnent, in English
| anguage | earners, in levels of poverty. W have
to make sure that what this docunent does --
which it does -- is bring our education policy
into the 21st century and address the realistic,
the reality of today by making sure our children
get the education they need and they deserve.

We go further by nmaking sure that we
not only restore prograns for nmental health and
devel opnental disabilities, but we expand them
W make sure that we put the funding back to
conti nue the Consuner Directed Personal
Assi stance Programthat hel ps thousands of people
living with disabilities here in New York State
live an independent and productive life. W've
made that conm tnment here.

W want to nmake sure that we're
standi ng up for our nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons.
We put funding in to acknowl edge the hard work

and dedication that our direct service workers do
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every day in taking care of the nobst vul nerable
popul ations. W say we have to provide a living
wage, and we go to great |lengths to nmake sure
that we have a 2.9 percent cost of living

adj ust mrent across the board for all human service
agencies. W nake that commtnent in this
budget .

We go even further to say we
understand and we acknow edge that it's not just
about a paycheck -- that's extrenely inportant,
and we have to do that, but we also | ook forward
to a credentialing programfor direct service
wor kers, that we begin a programthat
acknow edges their experience, their education,

t heir dedication, that we can reward that and
make sure that this isn't just a job of taking
care of the nost vulnerable, but it's a career,
it's a pathway towards a | adder towards success.
And we make that conmtnent here.

W're listening to the nmenbers of
t he suburban communities where we say that we
make sure that the residents of Rockland and
West chest er and Orange Counties can continue a
toll freeze on the Tappan Zee Bridge. Look,

we're excited we could have this great new shiny
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beauti ful new Tappan Zee Bridge -- but if we
can't afford to cross it, that will absolutely
crush our econony.

So we have to set the nessage clear,
and we can't have people living in fear that the
toll m ght becone extraordinary and a
debilitating factor in themgetting to work and
living a productive life.

We address the concerns of
congestion pricing to say, Look, we understand we
have to make investnments in the subway, but we
al so have to nake sure that we make investnments
in the entire MIA systemso that the entire
systemis healthy. And we've been hearing the
concerns fromthe Long Island Railroad to my neck
of the woods, with Metro-North and West of the
Hudson, where | get pictures and conplaints on a
daily basis of overcrowded trains, of mssing the
train because it was late or it was cancel ed
al t oget her.

And the fact that we're saying that
an 80 percent on-tinme rate is acceptable? It's
not acceptable. Wiat boss would say to their
enpl oyee, It's okay to be on tinme 80 percent of

the time? No. So we're forcing our commuters to
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find alternative routes because they don't trust
t he MIA

So we're putting forth | anguage that
says yes, we want to nake investnents, but we
want to nmake sure we know where the noney is
going and that we're not throw ng good noney down
the tubes. So we're asking for a conprehensive
forensic audit so we know where can the
ef ficiencies be nade, so that we're spending
t axpayer dollars and commuter fare dollars as
appropriately and as efficiently as possible.

We're naking a conmitnent to say,
| ook, we understand that nental health is a ngjor
issue. We have our crisis intervention team
funding here that we're expanding to make sure
that nmore | aw enforcenent is trained to deal in a
mental health crisis.

The Washi ngton Post has put out a
report that says that 25 percent of the police
shooting fatalities that happened in this country
| ast year involved a nental health crisis.

So we're setting a path. W're
showi ng the rest of the nation that we can | ead
and we can hel p protect our nost vul nerable

popul ati ons, we can help our | aw enforcenent, we
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can nmake our communities safer, we can save
lives, and we're doing that in this docunent.
There's so many other things that |
can nmention, the good work that's been done by ny
col | eagues in the Denocratic Conference that have
put together this budget by listening to the
concerns, the diverse concerns around the state.
You know, we're 19 mllion people fromevery
corner of the globe, living here in New York
State. And that is what nakes us great. And
t his docunment addresses it, |laying out a vision
for our state and really for the rest of the
nation to follow
So I'menthusiastically supporting
this budget resolution. | want to thank ny
col | eagues for putting forth the work and the
effort to get this done, and I'I|l be voting yes.
Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Jordan to explain her vote.
SENATOR JORDAN: Thank you,
M. President.
While | appreciate that AlM funding

is restored, as is the Dwer Peer-to-Peer Program
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funding, and the tax cap is nade permanent -- al
things that |1've advocated for -- on the whol e,
t hi s budget denonstrates the brave new worl d t hat
New Yorkers are being forced to live in or to
nove out of.

| call it Bizarro Wrld. It's a
strange, frightening place where things are the
exactly opposite of what they should be. It's a
pl ace where comon sense doesn't exist and rules
don't apply. |It's a place where the taxpayers
are forgotten. And a place where the Majority's
extrene radi cal agenda in taxing and spending
drives everyt hing.

Even wi thout going into any detai
at all, | would never ever vote yes on any kind
of budget or budget resolution w thout having a
full financial plan in front of ne. |I|nmagine, as
in this instance, being told today that we'l
have that full financial plan by the end of the
day. Once again, just |like passing early voting
bills w thout any funding, ny coll eagues across
the aisle are putting the cart before the horse.

This is not a way to do busi ness.
| f you were corporate officers, your stockhol ders

would fire you. W can all extrapolate in rea
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terms what that should nean.

| prom sed ny constituents that |
woul d fight for a nore affordable New York. This
budget has no -- or in better terns, zero or
zilch -- promise of that. Al one needs to do is
to ook at the new taxes in this budget. It wll
cost nore to live here, not less. | believe that
the majority of the people in New York State,
those that are left, are fed up taxpayers who are
furious. And I'mone of them

| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jordan to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Sepul veda to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing ne to speak.

| want to associate nyself with the
comments of ny coll eague Senator Bail ey on
crimnal justice reform The tinme for crimnal
justice reformhas | ong passed. W have an
opportunity now to hel p those individuals,
especially in black and brown conmunities, who
have suffered under the unfairness and

indignities of our crimnal justice system
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Anot her issue that was in the
budget -- not specifically nentioned -- but we're
going to continue to reform segregated
confinement. As we all know, the United Nations
hel d that hol ding people for |ong periods of tine
in segregated confinenment is torture.

We're also going to continue to
expand shock incarceration, sonething that's very
important to all of us in this conference.

Thi s budget is a budget for everyone
in the state, for the mddle class, for the poor,
for upstate, for downstate, for our children,
especially those in black and brown conmunities
who have been historically underfunded in their
educational system This budget is a budget for
the entire state and not for a selective few

Now, one area that didn't appear in
t he budget but we're going to continue to fight
for is the issue of the Geen Light Bill, which
is driver's licenses for undocunented i mm grants.
We haven't forgotten you, we're going to continue
to fight for you.

Forget about the rhetoric, forget
about the extrem sm forget about the fear

tactics -- the reality is that undocunented
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immgrants provide $1.1 billion to the state
coffers, both state and | ocal governnent. The

Green Light Bill will add an additi onal

$55 mllion the first year that it goes into
ef fect and about $30 million every year after
that. It will nake us safer. It will allow

these individuals to integrate thenselves into
the econony. And it will also |ower our
i nsurance rates 10 to 20 percent.
So we continue to fight for you.
Qur conference is conscious of the necessity of
this legislation. W are going to continue to
fight for everyone in this state because our
conference is for all and not for a select few
And | want to thank our |eader for
the fantastic job that she's done not only on

this budget, but fromthe very first day of

session she has denonstrated the true way to | ead

this state.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Sepul veda to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.
SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President. | rise to very proudly cast ny
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vote in the affirmative on this resolution.

| want to thank our |eader, ny
col | eague from Yonkers, which is inportant in
this debate, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
her | eadership, and certainly Senator Liz
Krueger, who | think has done a fantastic job in
| eadi ng us through a challenging tine.

But | want to give special thanks to
nmy col |l eagues in our conference, who collectively
had the passion that public education was going
to be the focus of this budget resolution. Every
single menber, fromupstate New York to
Long Island, New York City, and every place in
between, nade it clear that they wanted this
budget to reflect that every child in this state
is going to get the education they deserve
regardl ess of zip code.

And | find it alittle bit difficult
to listen to ny coll eagues on the other side of
the aisle conplain so bitterly about what is
wong for their districts in this budget when we
have nmade a principled, conscientious effort to
make sure that every district, regardl ess of who
represents it, is going to be treated fairly, not

based on politics, but based on the need of the
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district and the particular circunstances of that
district.

And to that end, |I'm so proud that
we have added so significantly to Foundation Aid,
which is the basis of our funding fornula, to
ensure that districts are reinbursed based on the
need of their communities.

W' ve al so done nmuch nore than that.
We've added 25 million in grants to support
Engl i sh | anguage | earners, sonething that doesn't
exi st and woul d benefit so many districts,
particularly those with new communities of
immgrants, |like Port Chester, Gssining,

White Pl ains, New Rochelle and Yonkers;

20 mllion additional for expanded
pre-kindergarten for districts throughout

New York State, again based on need. Also
flexibility for our districts and stream ining of
adm ni strative requirenments and driving

ef ficiency.

We have taken every step to ensure
that all students rise, and that is how New York
will rise.

And so |'m so proud of ny coll eagues

for uniformy, and in all together, agreeing that
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this was a priority for our conference. | think
we have nmade a renarkabl e statenent today that we
are conmtted to the students of New York State,
not based on politics, not based on who
represents them not based on what district they
conme from but based on our conmitnent to
children regardl ess of where they live, and
particularly to ensure that the students in our
urban districts and our suburban districts that
have changed, |ike our Gty of Yonkers, get the
noney they need. And we are focused on that, and
we are going to pursue it to the end.

| also want to thank nmy col |l eagues
for so many of the other things that benefit
suburban conmunities like mne -- the AIM
restoration, investrment in public transportation,
i nvestrment in childcare, which matters so nmuch to
t he working nothers, particularly of ny district.
A conmitnment to housing, recognizing that
suburban districts, |ike urban districts, suffer
froma |l ack of affordable housing.

And for the commtnent overall to a
bal anced, sensi bl e budget but one that recognizes
we have an obligation as government officials to

every person, and particularly to every child.
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That is the essence of what our government is
here for. That is the ultinmate chall enge we
face. And today we stand up and say we support
our children, we support our schools. They are
absol utely essential for the future of our
denocr acy.

And we will be so nuch better if we
foll owed the | ead of this budget resolution in
putti ng our noney where our nouth has been for a
long tine. Now we are really doing it.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Are there any ot her Senators who
wi sh to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, Senator
Seward to explain his vote

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, I want to thank
Senat or Krueger for her responses to nmy questions
earlier and discussing this budget resolution
bef ore us today.

You know, at a tine when New York

State is actually | osing popul ati on and our
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econony, particularly in vast parts of upstate
New York, is in trouble, and also too many of our
nei ghbors are struggling, you know, financially,
we need a sound budget that focuses on
affordability and a revitalized econony.

Now sadly, this plan, while there
are some positives in this plan, overall it fails
to address those key priorities -- affordability
and a revitalized econony here in New York State.

You know, when our | egislative
heari ngs began back in |l ate January, | stated
very clearly at the tinme that | wanted to know
how t he Governor's budget plan would affect the
lives of everyday New Yorkers in a positive way.

| ask the same question about this
budget resolution. How is this budget w sh |ist,
how is that going to hel p peopl e secure
good- payi ng jobs, pay their bills, raise their
famlies right here in New York State?

There are no tax cuts to hel p people
afford their first hone or keep up with the
rising cost of living. There are no initiatives
that will help our locally owned snall businesses
to grow. The cost of energy won't be dropping to

hel p our manufacturers and our businesses. And
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on the heels of the Amazon debacle, there
certainly is nothing here to attract out-of-state
busi nesses to cone to New York

And just pause for a nonment and
t hi nk about how much easi er our budget - naki ng
process would be if we could | ook forward to
25, 000- pl us new good- payi ng jobs and $27 billion
i n new revenues because of those new jobs.

You know, |ast year the Governor
proposed nore than $1 billion in new taxes, and
we on this side of the aisle rejected themall.
However, this year, while our conference has
clearly stated the need to bl ock new taxes and
fees and ot her revenue raisers, the new Majority
has enbraced them as part of their tax-and-spend
budget and added nore taxes on top of what the
CGovernor has recomended.

This plan, in nmy estimation, wll
only accelerate the outm gration that New York
has been experiencing. So this budget wll not
fix the state's affordability crisis, and it wll
not revitalize New York's econony or stop the
outm gration of our population from our state,
which is very damaging to our communities, the

enroll ment in our schools, and a | ack of
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enpl oyees for our enployers.

So for all these reasons, | vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Seward to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to start off by thanking al
the menbers of the Senate. | want to thank
Senat or Seward for his participation each and
every day in the very |ong budget hearings we all
participated in.

| want to thank ny | eader for giving
me an opportunity to chair the Finance Comrttee.
Thank you very much, Madam Leader.

And | want to thank ny col | eagues on
t he Denocratic side who are so passionate and
involved in the issues that they have taken on as
chairs of their conmttees or other issues for
their districts. |1've been here 17 years -- we
were counting how many years we've each been
here. | have never worked with people on either
side of the aisle who are so invested in | earning

the issues, comng up with proposals,
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under st andi ng the conplications of different
parts of the state.

And | just realized and
doubl e-checked with staff, we've been in the
Majority for two nmonths. Two nonths. W have an
al nost entirely new staff, and they are
phenonenal. So | want to recognize
Todd Scheuermann and his work in the Finance
Division and all of his new people, Eric Katz and
Shontell -- everyone knows Shontell -- Shontel
Smith, overseeing both policy and counsel,
because budget is everything.

And the materials that have been
produced are phenonenal. And the work we're
doing -- | can't tell you how excited |I am at
| ooking at Month 4 as we walk into Month 2.

And yes, Senator Seward, we're a
little late on one docunment. We'Ill get it to
you. And again, | apologize. You know, it's
growi ng pains.

But again, there is so rmuch right
that we have pulled off in tw nonths. And
despite the conments of ny coll eagues, we stayed
within the 2 percent cap. You can't say it's an

i rresponsi bl e budget, not conpared to the budgets
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you were preparing. And we have nore noney goi ng
into rural and upstate New York and

i nfrastructure and public education and hi gher
education, and these are the things -- and
transportation. These are the things that
notivate people to want to bring businesses to
our state and for people to stay.

Al'l the research shows busi nesses
deci de where to go based on the quality of the
wor kf orce that they can hire and havi ng
infrastructure provided for them

And we had a tiff over plastic bags.
l"msorry, we all have to | earn we have to do
everyt hi ng necessary on clinmate change because if
we don't get that right, we won't even be around
to fight over this stuff in a few years. And we
i nvest even nore noney in water infrastructure
and clean water infrastructure. One of the great
strengths of New York State conpared to many
pl aces in the country is the opportunities we
have because we have such a good water system
that we have to help protect and make sure it
doesn't get forced into damage.

Any nunber of the individual issues

nmy col |l eagues rai sed that they said they don't
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see this and so they vote no, please reach out to
us over the next few weeks, because we have

| unmp-sunmed quite a fewthings in this budget and
we weren't lining themout and reading themto
you today. But if you have concerns, reach out
to your colleague who's the chair of that
committee, reach out to nme or the staff, please,
so that we can both address your concerns and
show you that we are conmtted to the entire
State of New YorKk.

And when we hear the attacks that
we're raising taxes, you know, | just want to go
on record. So there's two big ones in there.

One is a continuation of the tax called the
mllionaire' s tax, which we've already had for
close to five years. The vast majority of the
peopl e paying that tax are actually fromthe Gty
of New York. Senator Hoylman and ny district --
actually, for the record, nost in two Senate
districts, Senator Hoyl man's, Senator Krueger's.

Peopl e haven't fled our districts.
They have not fled New York. There are actually
significantly nore mllionaires paying taxes in
the State of New York now than when we put this

tax into place, because people want to live in
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New York, see all the advantages.

And to be quite honest, if you talk
to soneone who's nmaking $3 mllion, $5 mllion,
$10 mllion a year or nore, the increase in their
state tax is a drop in the bucket for them

So that is not what has been their
notivator to come or go. They cone here because
here is the opportunity. And they will want to
stay here in a wider swath of New York as |ong as
we nmake those investnments. And those investnents
cost noney.

And t he ot her new proposal we have,
whi ch Senat or Hoyl man defined as his own
interesting definition of pied-a-terre tax, these
are for apartnents worth nore than $5 mllion
that are owned by people who don't live in them
full-time. Again, the vast mgjority, in Senator
Hoyl man's district and nmy district on the east
and the west side of Manhattan, core Manhattan

These are peopl e who basically have
noney that they can't legally put in our banks
because of our banking |l aws, so they are using,
buyi ng up unbel i evably expensive apartnents and
whol e buildings in Manhattan to nove their noney

into the U S. when they can't legally nove it in
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any other way. |It's actually a |egal problemwe
should try to look into, but the feds supersede
us.

But the fact is they' re spending
this noney to hold their real estate just as a
banki ng system for thensel ves, and they shoul d
absol utely pay taxes to the State of New York
They're not generating other economc activity
for us. They don't even live here, the vast,
vast majority. And they overheat our real estate
mar ket, take up our skies and our access to |ight
in Manhattan. And it's ridiculous to inmagine
that they shouldn't pay their fair share into the
State of New York, because they are taking
advant age of us.

And every other major city in the
worl d that has this arrangenent al so al ready has
a pied-a-terre tax. So when people say, oh, we
can't vote for this because we're increasing
t axes, just remenber you're not increasing taxes
on the people in your districts. |Ironically,
you're increasing the taxes on the people in ny
district and Senator Hoylman's district. And if
t he peopl e get mad enough at us, they' Il fire us.

But | don't think they will.
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In fact, I'mquite confident that
won't be why they fire us. W're trying to nake
sure that New York State has adequate noney to
neet the needs of the people in your districts
and your communities. And this conference is
focused on making sure we inprove the future of
the State of New York for everyone.

And this is our first time out of
the box. |It's the beginning of the process, not
the end. And | guess | just want to say | am so
proud of this docunent and everyone's hard work
who got us here. And | invite our colleagues
into the process as we go down the road to get to
a final budget.

And t hank you very much
M. President. | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Fl anagan to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President. You are a patient man

And speaki ng of patience, do you

like that? The patience of Job, right?

Sonmet hing |ike that?
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So | would -- I"mgoing to nicknane
Senat or Krueger and Senator Seward Jobs for the
Day, at least. Their fantastic work sitting
t hrough about a hundred hours of formal hearings,
and certainly probably hundreds of hours outside
of that, deserves our respect and our gratitude
for everyone's efforts, staff on both sides,
menbers on both sides of the aisle. | don't ever
try and | ose sight of that.

So these things, you know,
everyone's got them You know, everyone's
playing with their iPads and their phones. A
little levity for the day. |'meven going to
make Senat or Kennedy smile. So ny nother watches
all the tine. Right? She's a junkie, |ike nost
parents are. Shontell's nmom | renenber, that
ki nd of thing.

So ny nother texts me when Senat or
Lanza was speaking. She gives a Senator Lanza
enpoji with a thunbs up, like he's doing a good
job. But she wants you to feel better.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: So ny nomis
worried about you as well. And it just shows

t hat peopl e are paying attention.
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But, you know, | had a conversation
with Senator Serrano after the election and
before we got back, and | called himto just chat
with himbut to al so congratul ate himon being
named chair of the Denocratic Conference. Not a
surprise. Very well respected internally, very
wel | respected in the chanber. And we chatted
about what roles we play. And | think it's
illustrative and it's historical, to a degree.
And we tal ked about what is the role of the | oyal
opposition. And we had a conversation years ago
t hat he rem nded ne about, because | had tal ked
to himabout this quite sone tinme ago.

So we had a refresher on that
conversation, knowi ng what type of role you're
supposed to play. And there's nothing wong with
that. There really is nothing wong with that.
Because, you know, you kept our feet to the fire.
Soneti mes you kept nost of our body in the fire.
But you kept our feet to the fire, and we have
done that in the past and, respectfully, we're
going to do it now And we're going to do it now
on behal f of the people we represent, the
phi | osophy that we represent, the principles that

we enbr ace.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1722

And sonebody asked ne the other day
about Senator Stewart-Cousins. | said | |ike
Senat or Stewart-Cousins. | respect Senator
Stewart-Cousins. As | do for Senator Krueger and
all the nenbers, including the new nenbers of
your conference. But | don't have to agree. W
don't have to agree on everything. |If we do
agree on everything, the taxpayers should really
start to worry.

So | think we have to -- | want to
acknow edge the type of roles that we play. And
t he di pl omacy and the professionalisml | ove.
| ove. And yeah, it's going to get heated, it's
going to get crazy. W're going to point fingers
at each other. Wich is fine. And |I'm not
tal ki ng about Senat or DeFranci sco, because he's
not here anynore.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And we know
Senator Seward will never fulfill that role, and
t hank goodness.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: But, you know, |
was |istening to some of ny colleagues -- and |'m

now here not 12 years, not 15 years, but 33
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years. And 18 of those years | spent in the
mnority. So | get it. | get it. | spent the
first 16 years of ny life here in the mnority.
And during that time, there was two-party rule,
wi th one exception: 2009 and 2010, the Denocrats
were in charge. Conpletely. And the Denocrats
are in charge now. And you won. You're in
charge. You get all the spoils of victory. But
then comes the responsibility.

So | listened to one of ny
col | eagues from Manhattan say, you know, in the
budget | ast year there was no funding for this,
and now we took care of it. And there was no
funding for that, and now we took care of it.
And he may well be right, and I'lIl take it at
face value that he's right.

But | do know this. Last year's

budget the Governor proposed a billion dollars in
new taxes and fees. A billion dollars in new
taxes and fees -- and |I'm 1l ooking right at

Senat or Fel der because Senator Fel der introduced
a bill that we passed | ast year that everybody

supported that corrected a failure of the Cuono
adm nistration to adhere to some changes in the

federal tax code. And had we not done that, that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1724

woul d have been between a billion and a

billion and a half nore for taxpayers in the
State of New York. All across the state. Not
just in Senator Hoylman's district, not just in
Senat or Krueger's district.

So | ast year there were certain
things that we just didn't give the taxpayers,
you're right. Last year we didn't give them any
taxes, we didn't give themany fees. And there
were about -- at least $80 mllion in various
fees, DW fees, things that people hate. And we
killed every one of them

You have decided not to do that. 1In
our review of this budget this year, we're
getting close to $2 billion in new taxes. So
there is a difference. And that's fine. And
we're going to highlight those differences. And
as we go through the process, we're going to keep
focusi ng on those.

So what | see -- and | recal
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, Mjority Leader Senator
Stewart - Cousins, who |ast year and a coupl e of
years prior to that would get up and say, Wll, |
see what's in here, but let ne tell you what's

not in here. Shontell, | listened and | | earned,
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right?

So what | don't see -- in ny
opinion, | don't really see anything for economc
developnment. | don't. There's no real changes.

A couple of things in there, a database in deals
and sone audit stuff. But there's no tax cuts.
There's nothing on tax cuts. There's nothing to
address the cost of business in the State of

New York. There's absolutely nothing on

regul atory reform There is nothing for snall
busi ness. There's nothing innovative even in
terms of technology or social nedia, whatever it
may be. There's nothing like that in the
Governor's budget, and in our estinmation there's
nothing like that in this budget.

Now, we conpletely disagree with
that. And | know people are going to say
afterwards, Flanagan's wong, it's not
$2 billion. But you are increasing taxes. And
we're going to have a difference of opinion about
how t hat gets done and what is the effect on
people in all parts of the State of New York

Now, | listened to one of ny
col | eagues from Western New York tal king about

all the laudable things that have been
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acconplished in this budget. And | agree with
sone of them but not all of them And the idea
t hat somehow we were in charge for 107 years --
okay. Maybe it's off by a couple of years, but
I'1'l take it.

And I'Il acknow edge too, as | said,
in 2009 and 2010, we did have one-party rule.

And there were $14 mllion in new taxes and fees,
124 new taxes and fees. You owned that. And
frankly, that's part of the reason that we got
back in the majority. Things |ike taking away
rebate checks, things |ike the MIA payroll tax,
and terns of art in Al bany that people back hone
don't under st and.

As a result of that, we have to have
conversations about things called the DRP. Wat
the heck is the DRP? | don't know what the DRP
is. The taxpayers don't know what it is. A
deficit reduction plan. Because there were big
problenms in the State of New York.

And then we had that thing that
| angui shed for year after year after year that we
had to claw back, claw back. And as sonebody
fromLong Island, | renmenber very clearly when

there was an increase in aid to education, we got
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| ess. Wen there was a cut, we got nore of the
cut. And there was that thing called the GEA
And nobody knew what the GEA was outside of

Al bany, but our taxpayers ended up | earning what
it was about. Some of our colleagues got elected
on saying they would elimnate the CEA

So we fought back and nade

investnments in education all along the way. And
we' || have debates about what |evel of education
funding there should be. But | do know this.
Col l ectively, we provided funding for the City of
New York, for the North Country, for the Southern
Tier, for the Mohawk Valley, for Long Island, for
t he Hudson Vall ey.

And | want to single out Assem --
excuse ne. Well, forner Assenbl ywoman Mayer, now
Senat or Mayer, the chair of the Education
Commttee. Probably the thing | Iiked the nost
in the education conponent of this budget are
4201s, Special Acts, 853s. GCetting them
4 percent, doing that, that's a good thing.
That's a really good thing. | know how good |
felt being able to work on that, and | know how
inmportant it is to you and to your |eader. | see

her shaki ng her head.
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So those are the things that, you
know, we're going to keep tal king about as we
nove along. But | think -- | want to focus on
what are our priorities. W want to tal k about
tax cuts; you're tal king about tax increases.
Maybe not full-blown, but you're still talking
about them

Senat or Bail ey spoke about things
that are not in the budget. Crimnal justice
reform absolutely worthy of discussion. Should
be totally separate.

"1l conplinment the Leader for
maki ng sure that the role of the Legislature is
mai nt ai ned, that we don't give unbridled
di scretion and authority to the Executive.

Because even when we don't give it, he is stil

trying to take it. W all know that. And by the

way, |'ve said that to himtime and tinme again
It's not like I'm making this up.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: You al
under stand exactly what |'m sayi ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Al right. So
if you ook at things -- the Assenbly is talking
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about a gas tax. That hurts taxpayers. That
hurts the driving public. And for many of ny
col |l eagues in rural comunities where people
commute great lengths to work, you tal k about a
gas tax, that's phhht, tear nmy rotator cuff, rip
nmy knee apart.

Then we think the energy tax is
going to hurt residents as well. So an energy
tax, an internet sales tax, an opioid tax. Let's
face it, opioid tax, you can talk about it a
hundred different ways, that's a tax on
sonmebody' s prescription. Drugs are already
expensi ve enough. [It's just another tax that
t axpayers have to bear that is going to make
things nore difficult.

W clearly want to nake investnents,
we want to be tal king about a | ot of different
things. Now, the property tax cap canme up. In
t he past we have passed a New York State spending
cap here because we don't want to be duplicitous.
The Senate has advanced a spendi ng cap, and we
don't want to say to |local governnments, you've
got to do this, but we'll do that.

We think you should have included a

spending cap. And |'mdisappointed that it's not
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in there, because if you say you want to adhere
to the 2 percent spending cap, then there should
be no trouble enacting a statutory spendi ng cap.

Now, with regard to the property tax
cap being permanent, | amdelighted that ny
col | eagues have found religion. Because in the
past when we brought up the property tax cap
bei ng made pernmanent, there were peopl e who
debated it. And that's all well and good. But a
year ago 10 people voted no on the Denocratic
side. Two years ago, nine people voted no on the
Denocratic side in terns of nmaking the property
tax cap permanent.

And we wanted it done. And we
wanted a partner. And I'mlistening to ny
col | eagues tal k about it's going to be nmade
permanent. Well, we didn't have a partner
because we didn't have the Governor. | think
it's the responsibility of the Majority to say,
in ternms of this budget, we will not support any
final budget that does not have the tax cap being
made permanent. Because you have two | egs of the
chair. You have the Governor, you have this
house. And God knows you have the support of the

menbers on this side of the aisle. That, to ne,
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is incredibly strong, appropriate fiscal policy

and tax relief for people all across the State of

New Yor k.

And |'ve listened before about, you
know, Well, there's no property tax cap in the
City of New York. [1'Il be clear, | think there

shoul d be one. A lot of people disagree. That's
a personal opinion not always shared by everyone.

Congestion pricing. Congestion
pricing scares the hell out of ne. It really
does. Because last year | was sitting in the
roomin a nunber of discussions on this subject
and we were tal king about basic stuff. W
weren't tal king about it at the level it's being
tal ked about now. You know, what are you goi ng
to have for the black cabs, what are you going to
have for the liveries, what are you going to have
for the -- it was -- that in and of itself was
conpl i cat ed enough.

My biggest fear is that it's another
tax without direction. | don't think any one of
us could sit here and say, Ckay, this is going to
be three, four, or $500 nmillion and, by Cod, |
know it's going right to the riding public, |

know I'm going to have a clean subway car, |I'm

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1732

going to have a reasonable fare and all the
things that our residents want. There's nothing
out there and | haven't seen anything that would
make me feel that that would be the case.

But part of the issue with that is
when the MIA stuff comes up and congestion
pricing comes up, this is the first |'m seeing
where there's stuff -- excuse nme, not stuff.
There are prograns and there are dollars
associated with transit for other parts of the
st at e.

| renmenber vividly Governor Cuono
calling nme on a Sunday norning asking ne to make
a quote on behalf of a five-year capital plan for
the MIA, and | told himabsolutely not. | would
not do it until we had a five-year plan for the
entire state. Wuld not do it unless we
addressed the transit systens in upstate
New York, in every community across the State of
New York. And I'mlooking at him he's not
| ooki ng at ne, but Joe Robach was an unbelievabl e
soldier and pain in the neck in that regard, and
rightfully so.

So when we have those di scussions,

congestion pricing in the discussion is
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i nportant, but by God, the devil in the details
on that is so nonunmentally inportant. And that's
going to really affect the outer boroughs as well
as all of the people of the Gty of New York. So
there we need to tread lightly and just nove
ahead in a proper way.

So there are a nunber of things in
the past that we had stopped. W want to make
investnments. W want to be advocating on behal f
of the people of the State of New York that we
represent. And | do knowthis. M job title,

i ke everyone else in this room |'ma Senator,
but 1'ma State Senator. Senator Stewart-Cousins
is a State Senator. Mke Ganaris is a State
Senator. \Which neans we represent the entire
state, not just our own parochial area.

And you know what, we're going to
fight like heck for our area, and well we shoul d.
But as we nove forward, we don't agree with sone
of the priorities that you have. And ny biggest,
bi ggest concern -- and |'ve watched. The
Governor for the first tine is openly
acknow edgi ng that our taxes here in New York are
too high and peopl e are | eaving.

Senat or Krueger gave a thoughtfu
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expl anation of her feelings on things |like the
pied-a-terre. Folks in that strata, | know t hem
God knows |'m not one of them But you know
what, | like everyone else in this room | would
aspire to be in that group. 1'd |love to have
that kind of debate. But those people are
portable, they can walk out. Yes, they should
pay their fair share. But we have to be m ndfu
of that because the outm gration from New York
it's for the person who can't afford to put gas
in their car, who can't afford to pay for their
home heating oil and they're using things |ike
kerosene and electric lights that shouldn't be
used the way they are, and it's also for the
uber-weal t hy who can wal k out in a second.

So we want to create a structure,

wor king with everyone here -- both sides of the
ai sl e, both houses -- to do good things for the
peopl e of the State of New York. | think we've

denonstrated we know how to do that. Qur
priorities are simlar in many respects, but al so
different. W will keep your feet to the fire.
W will absolutely keep your feet to the fire.
And where things are going well, we'll stand with

you. But where they're not, there's not one
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person on this side of the aisle who will not
stand up and speak out very strongly and very
passi onately on behalf of the people that they
represent.

| appreciate everyone listening. |
took the time to listen to all of ny coll eagues.
And it's always a good | earning experience.
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, thank you for allow ng
me to speak before you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan, will you be recorded in the negative?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: That's why
you're up there, Senator Benjamn n.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Fl anagan to be recorded in the negative.

Majority Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins to explain her vote.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | thought
he said yes. He didn't say yes?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

And agai n, Senator Flanagan, it's
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al ways -- |I'm always happy to hear you and to
have sone levity. | amvery happy that you are
reprising your role in the mnority. You did it
18 years; you haven't |ost that knack.

And, you know, we were arguing

whet her it was 107 years or whatever -- we just
want parity, that's all. W're just |ooking for
t hat .

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So agai n,
| think we've had a | ong afternoon of inportant
debate. | too want to thank Senator Seward for,
you know, carrying the ball. And we know that it
is not easy. And your effort and the efforts of
the staff on both sides are really, really
appr eci at ed.

And of course, Senator Krueger --
you know, it is so good to have you back in this
chair doing what you do well. And you are al ways
infornmed, and there is no question and no stone
that's left unturned in terns of these budgetary
di scussi ons, and thank you.

And it's good to have you back here,
because you've been sitting out there with -- you

know, for nmonths. So good to have you back here
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with us, leading this discussion.

And of course we tal ked about our
staff. | want to thank Shontell, who is the
chief of staff and al so been just incredible in
ternms of shepherding this process with the
counsel and the other staff menbers. And of
course our newest addition, Todd Scheuermann,
whose 24 years with the Division of Budget has
really served us all well in not only creating a
docurment with the help of the staff, but it is
conprehensive and it is clear.

|"ve never, frankly -- and this is
not -- no, no disparagenent. But |'ve never
heard so nany conplinents about the way the
budget was put together. Because at |east you
know what's in there and what isn't in there.
And that really is a tribute to the collective
work of this great teamand it bodes well, |
think, for the future.

| also want to say, and it's been
said over and over again, that this conference --
this conference got together in workgroups. And
t he reason why so nmuch has been addressed so
t horoughly is because every single person had

t houghtful and intelligent input into a process
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that was collective, that was transparent, that
al l oned people to express what it was they needed
to say and make sure that the things that could
be done were done in this budget. W've only
j ust begun, but again, the collective work shows.
And | amjust so proud to | ead a
conference and to work with such capabl e and
cour ageous people, not only standing up for the
t hings they care about, but being able to
understand the different dynamics in this state.
And | think this is just the very
beginning. | heard ny coll eagues on the other
side tal king about sone of the things they care
about. And | heard Senator Krueger say -- and
each and every one of us say -- we're happy to be
in this position, no question, but we also don't
intend to | eave any segnent of the state behind.
And so in that respect, while we get to the
busi ness of doing this budget over the next few
weeks, we want to hear fromyou. And we want to
i ncorporate good ideas. W want to make sure
that we keep the prom se.
And the prom se that | made when |
started two nonths ago was a prom se to build

opportunities in New York State and to tear down
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barriers. And that's what this docunent is
about, and that's what we've done in this
session. Wth our partners in this chanber,
obviously; in the Assenbly; and the Governor.

| just want to rem nd you that we
have taken historic steps already |ike voting
reforns and ethics reforns. W' ve protected
wonen's rights in healthcare, stood up for
victims of sexual abuse by finally passing the
Child Victins Act. W' ve done education reforns.
We've protected the rights of the LGBTQ
community. W've done gun safety. W stood up
for our Dreaners. And we passed, as Senator
Fl anagan sai d, a pernmanent tax cap.

W' ve done nore. So this Senate
Majority is building on the successes that we' ve
al ready had this session, and we intend to
continue in our budgetary process. W're
committed to passing a budget that is on tine,
that is responsible, that's effective. And we
are also, as this docunment proves, comitted to
staying within the 2 percent spending cap. And
by the way, we've also stayed within the revenue
projections of our State Conptroller, Tom

Di Napol i .
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We know t hat education is the great
equalizer. |It's why | stand here. |It's why so
many of you are here. And that's why the budget
priorities of the Senate Majority provides major
funding increases in our education system

The budget resolution also reflects
the increase in school aid. W have small
investments in New York State's nmass transit
i nfrastructure, including inproving the MA and
supporting congestion pricing. W also have a
conprehensi ve breakout of our framework. Which
agai n, as you said, Senator Flanagan, includes
all of the MIA region, not just New York City.
And that's inportant.

We are making investnents to assi st
New York's busi nesses and hel pi ng t hem grow.
W're commtted to af fordable housing, public
housi ng, and foreclosure prevention. | know
Senat or Jordan nentioned the early voting. 1In
this budget we are funding early voting.

We are putting additional resources
into conbating the opioid epidemic. W're
supporting real canpaign finance reforns. The
Al M fundi ng that so many of us know our towns and

vil |l ages need, we have additional Al Mfunds, we
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restored those Al M funds.

Yes, we're working on making the
property tax cap pernmanent, and at the sanme tine
maki ng sure that the essential funds for
New Yor kers' healthcare needs are in our budgets.

We have additional support for our
state's first responders, for county and state
police, for Red Cross energency response
preparedness efforts. W've protected grassroots
advocates. We've preserved New York's
environment and natural resources. W've
supported the inmportant agricultural industry in
this state.

We have so nmany inportant plans in
this docunment to hel p nove New York forward.
We've identified areas in the Executive Budget
where tax dollars could be saved through targeted
spendi ng reductions, workforce managenent
ef ficiencies, and spending reclassifications --
all cost-cutting nmeasures that have been used in
t he past.

The Senate Majority was able to
restore proposed cuts to essential services and
provi de additional education and tax relief

support .
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Again, in my opening remarks as
Senate Majority Leader, | said that the
State Senate would fight to create opportunities
for every New Yorker, to level the playing field
for every child, and to create a state as great
as the people who live init. W have |less than
a nonth to go before our budget is due. | intend
to work together with all of our colleagues, with
our coll eagues on the other side as well, with
the Assenbly, and with the Governor to put

t oget her an on-tine budget that reflects the

great priorities of this state and will help al
New Yorkers. | amlooking forward to getting to
wor K.

Thank you so much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins to be
recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Senate Resolution 672, those Senators recorded in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Antonacci,
Boyl e, Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little,

O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach,
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Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
before | ask if there's any further business, |et
me announce that there will be an inmediate
neeti ng of the Denocratic Conference in our
conference room foll owi nhg sessi on.

And can you pl ease call on
Senator Giffo for an announcenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Republ i can Conference in Room 315.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wth that,

M. President, is there any further business at
t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There

is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | then nove to
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adj ourn unti |

11: 00 a. m

tomorrow, Thursday, March 14th, at

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Thur sday, March 14th, at 11:00 a. m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 4:26 p.m, the Senate
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