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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, | ask that everyone bow their
head in a nonent of silent reflection and/or
prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 10, 2019, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, Mrch 9,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

| nove that the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective commttees and

be recommitted with instructions to strike the

enacting clause: Senate Bill 4002, by
Senat or May.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: It is so
or der ed.

SENATOR SERRANO M. President, |
al so nove to have the following bills discharged
fromtheir respective comrittees and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bill 3898, by
Senat or Jackson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

SENATCOR SERRANO M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
M. President.

By the way, M. President, you | ook
real good up there today. You | ook good every
day, but you | ook real good standing up there.

Thank you for recognizing ne. And
t hank you to Senator Serrano and to Senator
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

In the absence of clergy, we
observed a nonment of silence. | would
respectfully ask that we do the same in honor of
Speaker Mel Mller. | rise very quickly -- Mel
was an iconic figure in New York politics, and
he'll be nenorialized on a separate occasion.

But great |eader, great |egislator,
great human bei ng, revered and respected by
peopl e for many, many years. And ny father and
he were very good friends. M father served with
himin the New York State Assenbly. And |
nmenti oned to sonme of ny coll eagues today there
was a point in tine where they both got pilloried
by the press because they were working together
on crimnal justice reformback in the eighties.

So there was camaraderie and bi parti sanship on
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t hings that could be inportant.

But the real point is that
New Yorkers and clearly the Mller famly
suffered a trenendous | oss with his passing. |
wi sh Godspeed to his famly and join ny
col | eagues i n nourning his passing.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: At the
request of Senator Flanagan, the body shal
observe a nonent of silence. Please rise.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: May t he
| egacy of Speaker MIler |ast forever.

Thank you, Senator Flanagan, for
your ki nd words.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

Can we pl ease take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 523, by Senator Kennedy. Can
you read the resolution title only and recogni ze
Senat or Kennedy on this resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 523, by Senat or Kennedy, commendi ng
Dr. Brian J. O Dwyer, Esq., upon the occasion of
hi s designation as G and Marshal of the New York
City St. Patrick's Day Parade.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

Let nme start by wi shing everybody a
Happy St. Patrick's Wek; where | conme from a
Happy St. Patrick's Mnth

| want to recognize and | rise to
honor a true patriot, Brian J. O Dwer, upon the
occasion of his designation as G and Marshal of
the New York City St. Patrick's Day Parade. W
are graced with the presence of M. O Dwyer.
woul d ask himto rise. He's joined by two of his
great friends and col |l eagues, M chael Carroll, a
partner in the O Dwer & Bernstien law firm as
wel | as Si obhan Dennehy, who is the director of
the Enerald Isle Immgration Center.

Brian is a native New Yorker who
comes froma | egendary New York Irish-Anmerican

famly. He's the son of Kathleen Rohan and
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Paul O Dwer. Paul O Dwer was a civil rights
activist and president of the New York City
Council from 1974 to 1979, who emigrated to
New York from County Mayo, Ireland. And Brian is
t he nephew of the Honorable WIliam O Dwer, the
100t h mayor of New York City.

Bri an was educated in the New York
City public school system and graduated fromthe
Hi gh School of Miusic and Art and received a
Bachel or of Arts degree from George Washi ngton
University and a Master of Arts degree from
M ddl ebury Col l ege in Madrid.

Additionally, he holds a Juris
Doctorate degree from Georgetown University and a
Master of Laws from George WAshi ngton University.
In July 2013 he was awarded an honorary degree of
Doctor of Phil osophy by Dublin City University.

As a son of Irish immgrants, he has
been especially active in the Anerican Irish
community and has been a consumrat e advocate for
immgrants rights. He was the founder of the
Enmerald Isle Immgration Center, which is the
| argest Irish immgrant center in the
United States.

In its 25 years of existence, the
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center has hel ped thousands of Irish men and
wonen as they inmgrated into New York City. The
immgration center is not exclusive to Irish
immgrants; it helps immgrants all over the
gl obe.

Brian was the founder of the Enerald
Isle Inmigration Center, and on top of that his
extensive work in the scientific arena has
concentrated largely on pronoting Irish and Irish
American interests, serving as national chairman
of Irish Arericans for Cinton-CGore in 1992 and
in 1996.

Brian was al so a nmenber of the
del egation that acconpani ed President Clinton to
Ireland on each of his three trips, and served as
an advisor to the Wite House on Irish issues,
i ncludi ng the peace process. He was |ater
appoi nted by President Cinton as a conm ssioner
of the President's Comm ssion on Wite House
Fel | owshi ps and was awarded the director
citation for exenplary public service by the
Wi t e House.

In June 2011, Secretary of State
Hillary Cinton appointed himas conm ssioner of

the United States National Corm ssion for UNESCO
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Brian has actively worked to advance
Ireland' s causes and interests in the
United States. He presently serves as chairnman
of the Irish Chanber of Commerce USA, where he
works to facilitate American investnent in
I rel and and Northern Irel and.

He has acconpani ed nunerous U.S.
public officials on their trips to Ireland and
Northern Ireland, and he has served as a nenber
of the Board of Ireland West Airport in Knock
County Mayo

Bri an has been recogni zed countl ess
times for his Iifelong work on behal f of the
causes of Ireland, including being named a Kni ght
of the Holy Sepul chre, receiving the Child of
Peace Award by the Catholic Home Bureau, the Sean
MacBride Humanitarian Award by the Ancient O der
of Hibernians and the Ellis Island Medal of Honor
Award and the Qutreach Project Annual Service
Award in 1994, just to nanme a few.

I n June 2012 he was honored as one
of the top 25 Irish who have nmade a difference by
Irish Voice Magazine. And the Irish Echo, the
ol dest Irish Anerican newspaper, awarded himits

2013 Man of the Year Award.
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Brian is married to the former
Mari anna Page MacWIliam and they have two
chil dren, Brendan Keith O Dwyer and Kat hl een Page
O Dwyer. They are the proud grandparents of four
grandchildren: Paul Ellis O Dwer, Patrick
Trescott O Dwyer, Reilly Page O Dwyer, and Hail ey
Grace O Dwer. It doesn't get any nore Irish
than that, M. President.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR KENNEDY: Brian will |ead
the marchers up Fifth Avenue on Sat urday,

March 16, 2019, in the 258th New York City
St. Patrick's Day Parade.

He has encouraged and | now
encourage anyone attending to take a nonent to
stop at Fifth Avenue and 54th Street to honor his
mat er nal grandnot her, Mary Rohan, who cane from
Galway in the 1890s and was a housenmi d at that
| ocati on, who hel ped pave the way for a great
| i neage of Irish Anericans.

The parade is the world's ol dest and
| argest civic parade and cel ebrates the faith of
Ireland, Irish heritage and cul ture.

Brian O Dwyer is a man who is

bel oved in New York's Irish Anerican comunity
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and in Ireland and all across this great
United States of Anerica. He is an outstanding
Irish American who has devoted a huge anount of
hi s consi derabl e energy and charisma to buil ding
enduring ties between Ireland and America. H's
work in the cause of peace, justice and the
econonm ¢ well -being of the Irish people and al
peopl e across this nation, across the pond and
across the gl obe, is unnmatched.

| amproud to call himnmy friend. |
am proud to have himgrace us with his presence
here today in this chanber. And I would ask you
M. President, to give himall the honors this
chanber has to bestow upon him

M. President, | present to you the
Grand Marshal of the New York City St. Patrick's
Day Parade, M. Brian O Dwer

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senator Liu on the resol ution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
M. President.

Senat or Kennedy has al r eady

articul ated excerpts of his book about Brian
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O Dwyer --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U: -- including
mentioning himas a beloved figure in the
Irish American conmunity. | will only say that
Brian O Dwyer is |loved far beyond the
I rish American conmunity.

You know, truth be told, | cannot
claimto be Irish, but Brian has al ways nenti oned
that he and | hail -- both are natives of
relatively small green islands with a very |large
nei ghbor off our coast.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR LI U And so we share that
in conmmon.

He and | have travel ed up and down
Ireland, fromDublin to Belfast and everything in
bet ween. And notw t hst andi ng hi s forewarnings,
there never rained a drop. |In fact, it was sunny
every single day | was there. And so | refuse to
this day to believe that it ever rains in
| rel and.

But | do want to thank M. O Dwer
for all the service that he has rendered for

Anericans all throughout, but certainly for the
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peopl e of New York City, as he has been an

i ncredi bl e advi sor on a nunber of issues. And
with respect to ny forner responsibilities, his
advi ce on the wi se use of our pension funds,

i ncl udi ng adherence to the MacBride Principles to
hel p further and pronote peace in the North.

And with that, Brian, great to see
you. And thank you, Senator Kennedy, for this
wonder ful resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Liu.

Senat or Kavanagh on the resol ution.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,

M. President. | already -- | will join ny
col | eague Senator Liu in deferring to the
characteristic thoroughness of my coll eague
Senat or Kennedy, in this case justifiably so,
| ayi ng out the extraordinary career of

Brian O Dwyer

But | would be remss if | did not
just join, first of all, in saying to Senator Liu
that this tinme of the year anybody can claimto
be Irish. So all of you who want to join us

either tonight at the Anerican Irish Legislators

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1463

Soci ety Dinner, where M. O Dwer will | believe
al so be joining us and being honored there, is
wel come, and wel come to claimlrishness today and
t hroughout the next week and a half or so.

And | just would be remiss also if |
didn't join in saying that, you know, for those
of us in public service, for those of us who are
trying to figure out conplicated problens that
our city and our state and our country face --
and for those of us trying to make sure that
Irish Americans live up to the great tradition of
standing up for justice not just for
Irish Anericans, but for all Americans and al
people -- Brian O Dwyer, through all of his work,
particularly his work for immgrants, is a great
exanple and a great nodel, and it's a great honor
to have himhere with us today.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kavanagh.

Senat or Biaggi on the resolution.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
M. President.

| want to -- | stand -- actually, |

rise today to congratulate M. O Dwer. And
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want to congratulate you and thank you for all of
your outstanding efforts on peace, on public
service, on justice.

And | thank you on behal f not only
of nyself and ny coll eagues and ny constituents
in District 34, but also on behalf of the Biaggi
famly and ny grandfather Mario, who would not go
a day wi thout speaking about the Irish issue and
how i nportant it was to fight for peace in
Nort hern I rel and.

And because of that, it has becone
important to nyself, to ny entire famly, and |
also will not let a day go by where we don't
speak about the inportance of keeping the
awar eness on that issue alive and understandi ng
what happens when two -- what happens when the
wrong people are in the wong places at the wong
time. But we have wonderful advocates |ike
yourself, and | just really amvery grateful

So thank you. Congratulations. And
we're very happy to have you here today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Biaggi.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
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M. President.

| rise to congratulate Brian. |'ve
known himfor many years. As a nenber of the
City Council, | had the opportunity to go with
Bri an and many other | eaders of the Gty Counci
to Ireland and Northern Ireland, and | got to see
the differences and sone of the situations which
are not the nost positive, but obviously that's
life.

But | say to Brian: Thank you for
your | eadership, and knowi ng that you have been
an inspiration to so many people, and in
especially the nost northern part of ny district,
| nnood, which was the bedrock of the Irish
comunity and still is -- some of the old-timers
are still living there.

| just want to congratul ate you on
being a leader in our great City of New York and
our country. Congratul ations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Jackson.

On the resolution, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| represent the 28th District on the
East Side of Manhattan. And whenever the parade
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ends, | feel that there are nore Irish people in
my district than in the entire country of
Ireland. And we al ways have an anmazi ng
celebration in the restaurants and bars and on
the streets, and | guess we're going to be doing
so again this weekend. And hopefully we'll al
have good weat her for the parade.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or CGounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, a lot's been said about
Brian and all of his accol ades and achi evenents.
But on a personal note, Brian knows ny brother
very well. They've known each or other for nmany,
many years.

And the thing that gets lost in
tal ki ng about his achievenents and his
acconpl i shnents and his record of service is that
he doesn't forget about the generation behind him
or the generations behind him And he is a
mentor and a friend to so many peopl e, younger

peopl e.
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My brot her knows himthrough the
fraternity they both pledged -- a couple of years
apart. But he never forgot. And he's never
forgotten to turn around and hel p soneone el se up
the | adder with hinself.

So that can't be forgotten, and |
think we need to call attention to that on top of
all the other great things that Senator Kennedy
listed in his remarks, as did the rest of ny
col | eagues.

So Brian, thank you very nuch for
being a friend and a nmentor to ny famly and to
count| ess other young people who are trying to
followin your footsteps in public service.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on February 27th.

And M. O Dwyer, on behalf of the
New York State Senate, | wanted to thank you for
not only being a | eader for your comunity but
for people as well.

W extend all the cordialities of

t his chanber and house. And once again, please
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receive a round of appl ause.

Pl ease rise and give hima round of
appl ause.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO M. President,
can we pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 313, by Senator Kennedy, read the
resolution in title only, and recognize
Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 313, by Senat or Kennedy, nenorializing
Governor Andrew M Cuono to procl ai mJanuary 21,
2019, as Irish Declaration of |Independence Day in
the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

"Tis the season. Today | rise in
honor of the 100th anniversary of Irish

i ndependence, marked by the first nmeeting of the
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Irish Republic, the first Dail Eireann in the
Round Room of the Mansion House, the residence of
the Lord Mayor of Dublin.

In the Decenber 1918 election to the
Parliament of the United Kingdom the Irish
Republ i can Party, Sinn Fein, won a | andslide
victory in Ireland. The landslide victory for
Sinn Fein was seen by Irish Republicans as an
overwhel m ng endorsenment of the principle of a
uni ted, independent Ireland.

On January 21, 1919, 27 nenbers of
Par|iament assenbled in Dublin and, in line with
the Sinn Fein manifesto, refused to take their
seats. And on that day they founded a separate
Parliament in Dublin called the Dail Eireann, or
t he Assenbly of Irel and.

They decl ared Irish independence,
ratifying the Dail Constitution; the Declaration
of I ndependence; the Message to the Free Nations
of the World, calling for international
recognition of Irish independence; and the
Denocratic Programme, a declaration of social and
econonmi ¢ policy. These docunments were the
foundation to the independent Irish Republic. It

stated that the elected representatives of the
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Irish people al one have power to make | aws

bi ndi ng on the people of Ireland, and that the
Irish Parliament is the only parlianent to which
that people will have its allegiance.

The Dail Eireann went on to forma
32-county Irish Republic Parliament. The first
Dail Eireann unilaterally declared sovereignty
over the entire island. The first Dail nmet 21
times, and its main business was establishing the
Irish Republic. It created the beginnings of an
i ndependent Irish governnent and state.

| stand here today to pay tribute to
the rich cultural heritage that cones with being
an Irish American, and those who served in the
first Dail, leading the way to Irish independence
and helping to make Ireland the country that it
i s today.

As al nost all of you know, our Irish
heritage is held near and dear to our hearts.

Al'l of our veteran coll eagues have heard us stand
up on this floor and tal k about how inportant it
is to recogni ze where we cone from as all of our
respective heritages and ethnicities do.

Myself, | was born and raised in

Sout h Buffal o, where there's a deep cul tural
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kinship to Ireland, and the relationship has

exi sted with our state for centuries. Irish
immgrants were sone of the earliest settlers in
this great state and in this great nation and
have played a major role in the growh of the
econony and the fight for the rights that

conti nue today.

By the m d-1800s, in my honetown of
Buffal o, there were thousands of Irish that were
living in the First Ward, and then it gave way to
Sout h Buffal o and spread throughout the region.

From Bi shop Tymann H gh School to
t he Janes Joyce Collection at the University of
Buf fal o, the connection of Buffalonians to their
Irish heritage remains visible and is an
i mportant part of our city's heritage.

I'd like to thank the Ancient O der
of Hi bernians of New York and the Ladies of the
Anci ent Order of Hibernians of New York State for
all of their hard work and dedication to the free
Irish state and to the continuing education and
| egacy of the Irish and all of Ireland throughout
this great state.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

And to all of ny colleagues, | w sh you a happy
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St. Patrick's Day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on January 29t h.

And may | say, as a Bailey, | am
proud to be an honorary nenber of the Irish.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy, for the resolution.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO M. President,
coul d we open up both resolutions for
cosponsor shi p?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you not choose to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

Can we now take up the readi ng of
t he cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 62,
Senate Print 509, by Senator Kennedy, an act to
anmend the General Municipal Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 62: Ayes, 60. Nays, 1. Senator
Krueger recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 64,
Senate Print 2314, by Senat or Addabbo, an act to
anmend Chapter 473 of the Laws of 2010 anendi ng
t he Raci ng, Pari-Mituel Wagering and Breedi ng
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 65,
Senate Print 2315, by Senat or Addabbo, an act to
anmend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering and
Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
152, Senate Print 3161A, by Senator Anedore, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Anmedore to explain his vote.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President, | would like to explain my vote.

Sergeant Jeremy VanNostrand was an
out st andi ng public servant who devoted his career
to keeping his community safe, first as a
corrections officer, and then for six years he
was a New York State Trooper in Troop G His
life was tragically cut short last fall in a
not or vehicl e acci dent when he was on his way to
wor K.

Sergeant VanNostrand |eft behind a
wi fe, a young daughter, and a | arge extended

famly, along with the New York State Police
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famly. H's loss has been felt deeply throughout
the entire community since this tragic event.

This bill will renane a portion of
the highway that runs directly in front of the
barracks in his honor, and it will serve as a
| asting |l egacy of his service to the community he
so | oved very nuch

So thank you, M. President, for
t hi s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Amedore.

Senat or Anedore to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
223, Senate Print 1721, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
227, Senate Print 2906, by Senator Giffo, an act
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to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President. Can we now go to the readi ng of
t he controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
223, Senate Print 1721, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Giffo, why do you rise?
SENATOR CGRI FFO. M. President,

believe there's an anendnent at the desk. I

woul d wai ve the reading of that anendnent and ask

that you call upon Senator Flanagan to be
recogni zed for an expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Giffo.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR GRI FFO Accordingly, |
appeal the ruling of the chair and ask that
Senat or Fl anagan be call ed upon and heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Fl anagan may be heard.

Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
M. President. And thank you, Senator Giffo.

| will be brief but sincere. The
guts of this bill is a bill that we passed
previously. There is a fund in the State of
New York which we grewto $69 mllion, the

Electric Generating Facility Mtigation Fund.
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This | egislation woul d expand those eligible
entities to include school districts and to all ow
for a school district tax stabilization reserve
fund for districts that find thensel ves on the
short end of a massive tax certiorari proceeding.

This is a statewide bill. It allows
for access fromschool districts all across the
State of New YorKk.

On Long Island, and in particular in
my honet own of Huntington, there is an
extraordinarily egregious and acute set of
ci rcunstances that is facing the Town of
Hunti ngton, the Northport School District, the
t axpayers of all the school districts in
Huntington. It affects Senator LaValle, affects
Senat or Gaughran, affects Senator Kam nsky,
ef fects a nunber of coll eagues on Long | sl and but
also in the State of New York. And this is not a
case of first inpression.

The magni tude of this issue is such
that the pending court case that involves LIPA
suing these entities could have an inpact on the
| ow end of $500 million and, as tinme noves on,
upwar ds of seven, eight, $900 mllion in back

taxes that would have to be paid i nmediately.
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If that were to be the case and we
didn't do sonething like this to help aneliorate
that situation, the community of Huntington or
t he Townshi p of Huntington and the Northport
School District will be absol utely devast at ed.
Absol ut el y devast at ed.

It will also adversely affect the
County of Suffolk, who would have to front this
noney and then charge it back to the people who
live in the Town of Hunti ngton.

This is serious business. There is
a pending court case. There is an ongoing trial
right now And | hope sone of ny coll eagues
never find thenselves in this situation, but it
has happened in other communities across the
State of New York. But all of them put together
woul d pale in conmparison to what is pending in
this litigation right now.

The Town of Huntington, in a
bi parti san capacity, unani nously has supported
this bill. W have worked on this in the past.
And this is sort of a preventive neasure in |ight
of what may happen. Because | guarantee you
while this may not seemto affect everyone right

now, if this court case goes the way a | ot of
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peopl e are tal king about, |I'mtal king about the
utter devastation of several nmmjor comunities on
Long | sl and.

| bring this with the utnost
sincerity. | hope that the body woul d consi der
it. And if we don't consider it now, we'll be
back here sonmeday considering it under much nore
dire circunstances.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Fl anagan.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCR GRI FFO Show of hands,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

(Show of hands.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
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is before the house.

Senator Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO |"d ask that you
recogni ze Senator Ranzenhofer, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranzenhof er.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a few
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos, do you yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,
Senat or .

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor could give an explanation and j ust
expl ain what the purpose of this legislation is.

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, the
purpose of this bill is to codify Executive O der
Nunber 26, which was signed in 2011. But
unfortunately, translation services have been
denied to approximately 42 percent of claimnts
before the Wrkers' Conpensati on Board.

This bill is about accountability

and transparency and ensuring that there is a
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coordi nator on hand who is tracking to ensure
that these hearings are transl ated appropriately
and ensuring that every single claimnt who is
heard before the Wrkers' Conpensation Board is
under standing of their rights.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: WIIl the
sponsor will continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: What is the
current Wrkers' Conpensation Board policy on
this issue?

SENATOR RAMOS: The current policy
is according to Executive Order 26, that conpels
the Workers' Conpensation Board to provide
transl ation.

Agai n, the purpose of this bill is
to codify that to ensure that translation
services are actually being offered and carried
out for the clai mants.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: WIIl the

sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Does your
bill require that all the necessary fornms be
printed in the various | anguages?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President,
it requires that all docunents are printed in the
top six non-English |anguages in our state.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I n | ooking at
the Workers' Conpensation Board website, | notice
that all the fornms are already in different
| anguages. So ny question is doesn't the board
al ready provide forms in different |anguages for
cl ai mants that appear before the board?

SENATOR RAMOS: Agai n, the purpose
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of this bill is to codify what is suggested in
Executive Order 26. And beyond that, ensuring
that there is a person tasked with tracki ng and
ensuring that the Wrkers' Conpensation Board is
in conpliance and hel pi ng cl ai mant s under st and
their rights.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Senat or, what
is the difference between your bill and the
current Whrkers' Conpensation Board policy?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, the
di fference between ny bill and the current policy
is ensuring that there is a coordinator who is in
charge of ensuring that claimnts are receiving
interpretation services.

As of right now, approxinmtely
42 percent, based on nunbers that we have from
2017, which is the | atest data, have not received

appropriate interpretation before the Wrkers'
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Conpensat i on Board.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Wuld it be
correct to say that your bill requires that this
t ake pl ace, these interpretive |anguages and
translators for hearings, take place in the six
nost conmon | anguages? |s that correct?

SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct,
M. President.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I's the
sponsor aware that under current board policy,

that the board currently provides this service
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for the eight nost conmon | anguages?

SENATOR RAMOS: Yes. But again,
M. President, it has not been effective. And
the purpose of this bill is to codify and ensure
that claimants are in conpl ete understandi ng of
their rights.

Unfortunately, we even know that
heari ngs have not been translated in their
entirety. So this is to ensure that there's nore
accountability for all parties involved in these
Wor kers' Conpensation Board heari ngs.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Qobviously a
law, if enacted, would have nore force and effect
than a policy. So if this lawlimts it to six
| anguages, what two | anguages are you proposing
be elimnated so claimants in those | anguages
woul d no | onger have any availability for those

servi ces?
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SENATOR RAMCS: The board woul d not
be required to limt thenselves to those six.
VWhat we're doing is ensuring that the top six are
provi ded. We're not sure what the other two
remai ni ng | anguages woul d be. But nevert hel ess,
t he board would still have the discretion to
provide interpretation in the |anguages that are
not as common as the others.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Qobvi ousl y
when an admnistrative board is | ooking at state
| aw, they are bound by what the | anguage of the
statute says.

So woul d t he sponsor consi der
anendi ng her bill soit's clear to the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Board that they should consider al
t he ei ght | anguages which are currently existing,
rat her than giving themthe option of elimnating

two as is specifically directed under this bill?
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SENATOR RAMCS: No, M. President.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Anot her
guestion that | have -- if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Yes. | did.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you.

The question is | have is right now
under your bill are you requiring, under this
particular legislation, that an interpreter be at
all of the proceedings that are held before the
Wor kers' Conpensati on Board?

SENATOR RAMCS: M. President, this
bill does not require in-person translation,
al t hough that would be preferable. Wat we are
asking is that translation be provided, whether
it be through various tel ecomunication
medi uns -- but again, ensuring that translation

is actually provided in all hearings inits
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entirety.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: I f the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: The sponsor
has al luded to sonme pretty alarmng statistics

that the way things are right now are really not

very good -- in fact, pretty devastating. And as

|''msure the Senator knows, that the Workers
Conpensation Board is really an arm of the
Governor, because he has the nmgjority of the
appoi ntnments for the board. And obviously there
are ot her bodies that make appoi ntnents as wel | .
Are you suggesting that the Wrkers'
Conmpensati on Board, under the CGovernor's
di rection and appointnents, is not living up to
t he executive order both in spirit and in actual
provi di ng of services?
SENATOR RAMCS: That is correct,
M. President. Zero out of 51 hearings in which

interpretation services were provided deni ed ful

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1491

translation of the entire hearing. And again,
42 percent of claimants did not receive
interpretation services as request ed.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: And those are
all the questions | have. Thank the Senator for
her answers. Thank you very nuch.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ranzenhofer.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
is closed, the Secretary will ring the bell.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO M. President, |
am aski ng for unani nous consent to restore this
bill to the noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

Before running for office, | was the
director of Latino nedia for the Cty of
New York. And | cannot stress enough how
inmportant it is that every single New Yorker, no
matt er what | anguage they are, no matter what the
status of their -- what their inmmgration status
i's, understand exactly what their rights are,
especially as it pertains to their work.

In fact, nmy first job ever was at a
[ aw firm on Roosevelt Avenue and 83rd Street in
my district, where we specialized in Labor Law
cases. And one particular case cones to mnd. A
gentl eman who cane had fallen off of a scaffold,
had appeared before the Wrkers' Conpensati on
Board unrepresented, and had actually been denied
paynents that were rightfully owed to himand his
famly.

So this bill specifically would
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ensure that every single person understands their
rights, understands the | egalese that is often
spoken by the Workers' Conpensation Board, so
that they can understand the status of their case

and hopefully win settlenments and therefore avoid

litigation.

So | want to thank the body for
hearing the bill today, and | |look forward to its
passage.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you.

| want to thank Senator Ranps for
advancing this bill and ny coll eagues for
supporting it.

As a former teacher of one of these
forei gn | anguages, | have served in an infornmal
capacity many tines as an interpreter for people
who were trying to navigate these very conpl ex
issues. And it is unbelievably inportant that
t hey have this support. And | chall enge anyone
in this roomwho is nonolingual in English to

t hi nk how you woul d manage if you found yoursel f

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1494

i n another country where English was not the

| anguage, how you woul d navi gate t hese ki nds of
conpl ex |l egal issues that affected your very
avai lability to hold a job or to support your
famly.

So this is really inportant work
we' re doing, and | thank you, Senator Ranobs, for
putting it forward.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hank you.

| just want to remind this body that
a couple of years ago we worked in a bipartisan
effort and put a tremendous anount of work into
reform ng a broken workers' conpensation system
A systemthat | would kindly rem nd all of you
collects $10 billion a year, and only 49 percent
of that noney is going to the injured worker.

So while | heard today that the bil
codi fies an executive order, | amrespectfully
offering that this bill is creating additional

burdens, which ultimately increase costs and
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which will ultimately increase premuns. So in
that respect, it runs counterproductive to
everything that we sought to do in the reforns.

So if the goal of this body is to
continue to drive business fromthis state, |
woul d say that we will continue to be successful
if we put forth policy like this.

So I, for one, today am choosing to
stand with the hardworking nen and wonmen who
choose to do business in this state, those sane
men and wormren who continue to gut it out day
after day, week after week, nonth after nonth
and struggle on Main Street, New York, to pay
their property taxes, their insurance preni umns,
and rmake their payroll every week.

"1l be voting no, M. President.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Akshar.

Senat or Akshar to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 223, those Senators recorded in

t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
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Ant onacci, Hel mi ng, Jordan, Lanza, Little,
O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANO I'd like to
congratul ate Senator Ranpbs on passing her first
bill in this house.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano, that conpletes the reading of today's
cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANO | would like to
announce that there will be an i mredi ate neeting
of the Majority Conference in the Majority
Conf erence Room

| s there any further business at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC That being the
case, M. President, | nove that we adjourn unti
Tuesday, March 12th, at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
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notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Tuesday, March 12th, at 3:00 p.m

adj our ned.)

(Whereupon, at 4:16 p.m, the Senate
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