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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 27, 2019
3:33 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, | ask that everyone bow their
head in a nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
February 26, 2019, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, February 25,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1153

13, Senat or Kaplan noves to di scharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Judiciary, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1044
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 2505, Third Readi ng Cal endar 142.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Substitution so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we adopt the Resol ution Calendar at this
time, with the exception of Resolutions 322, 415,
418, 503, 513, 514 and 532.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolutions 322, 415, 418, 503,
513, 514 and 532, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can you now recogni ze Senator Myer for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer .

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you for allowing ne to
i ntroduce an extraordinary group of young wonen
fromthe University of Massachusetts Wnen into
Leader shi p Program who are joining us here today.

This is a terrific programof the
Uni versity of Massachusetts which brings young
wonen into a | eadership position, provides them
the opportunity to neet with other wonen
t hroughout our state and obvi ously Massachusetts
to see what governnment is about and to get a
full-fledged entry into the world that we live in
of government and policy.

And it is an extraordinary
opportunity. | know | ast year | was two years

ago fortunate to neet one of these young wonen
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who happened to live in ny district and
i mredi ately hired her right out of college, and
she's been a superstar.

These are terrific young wormren who
represent the best of our graduating class, and
we wel cone them here today. | hope you will
extend all the cordialities of the Senate to
t hem

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

We wel cone our guests and extend to
you the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Thank you for joining us.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Can you now recogni ze Senat or
Met zger for another introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Met zger .

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,

M. President.
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It is ny great honor to introduce ny
guest today, Reverend Jeanette J. Phillips, and
recogni ze her significant and ground- breaki ng
acconpl i shnents as one of the foundi ng nothers of
Hudson Val | ey heal t hcare.

And she is joined today by her
famly, her daughter and her granddaughter, al
following in her footsteps, as well as her
col | eagues.

For over four decades,

Reverend Phillips has been a pioneer in securing
access to healthcare for the underserved.
Starting in the 1970s, she led the efforts of
African- Ameri can wonen in the Peekskill comrunity
to start a community healthcare center that would
provi de access to affordabl e heal t hcare.

Through her extraordinary efforts,
five years later the first Hudson Vall ey
Heal t hcare Center, then called the Peekskill Area
Ambul at ory Heal t hcare Center, was opened.
Reverend Phillips was the organi zation's first
board chair and its outreach coordi nator.

She continues to serve as the
executive vice president of comrunity

devel opnment, marking over 40 years of |eadership
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in providing healthcare for the people of the
Hudson Val |l ey and hel ping to shape the
organi zation that includes 43 healthcare centers
provi di ng the highest-quality primary and
preventive care for over 225,000 patients
annual | vy.

Al ong with her husband of 60 years,
t he Reverend Howard Phillips, she's raised five
children, and the two of them share
25 grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren, and
four great-great-grandchildren

Her exceptional commtnent to her
community is reflected in her outreach mnistry
and as a board nenber and participant in
count | ess conmuni ty-based organi zati ons.

My office has prepared a
procl amati on honoring Reverend Phillips. And
it's fitting that as we cel ebrate Black History
Mont h, we recogni ze this extraordi nary worman who
contributed so much to overcom ng racial and
econonmi c barriers to access quality healthcare in
ways that continue to shape and i nform heal t hcare
delivery in New York

Thank you, Reverend Phillips, for

your incredible service and commtnent to
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New York. W are honored by your presence and
t he opportunity to recogni ze you today.

| would ask, M. President, that we
acknow edge the presence of Reverend Phillips and
her famly and col | eagues and give themall the
privileges of the house.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Metzger.

We wel cone Reverend Phillips and her
famly, and we extend to you all the privileges
and courtesies of this house. Please rise and be
recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now pl ease take up Resol uti on Nunber 415,
by Senator Gaughran, read the resolution in its
entirety and recogni ze Senat or Gaughr an.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
415, by Senat or Gaughran, conmmendi ng Firefighter
Josh Kerr, Ex-Chief Robert Kaplan and Captain
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W 1iam Sauber man upon the occasion of their
designation as recipients of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate.

"WHEREAS, Citizens across the State
of New York are inspired by and i ndebted to our
nobl e firefighters who exhi bit courage and
bravery every day in the course of their duties;
and

"WHEREAS, New York State
firefighters exenplify the power of human
conpassi on and the strength of the Anerican
spirit through actions of the nobst heroic
magni tude; their sacrifices and their selfless
dedi cation nerit tribute and recognition by al
citizens of this great nation; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to comrend Firefighter Josh Kerr,
Ex- Chi ef Robert Kaplan and Captain WIIliam
Sauber man upon the occasion of their designation
as recipients of a Liberty Medal, the highest
honor best owed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

"WHEREAS, The New York State Senate

Li berty Medal was established by resolution and
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is awarded to individuals who have nerited
speci al comrendation for exceptional, heroic, or
humani tari an acts on behalf of their fellow
New Yor kers; and

"WHEREAS, On Sunday, January 6
2019, at approxinmately 4:00 p.m, the Syosset
Vol unteer Fire Departnment responded to an
automati c carbon nonoxi de detector activation at
a senior living conplex; upon arrival, the
firefighters noticed a burning snell; and

"WHEREAS, After Captain WIIiam
Sauber man, officer of Engine Conpany 5, forced
his way into the apartnent, he and Firefighter
Josh Kerr, the acting officer of Engine 584, and
Ex- Chi ef Robert Kaplan, officer of Ladder 5855,
began to search the snoke-filled apartnent for
residents; and

"WHEREAS, Fortunately, the three
firefighters heard a groan fromthe kitchen and
found the victimface down on the floor; after a
gui ck assessnent to see if he was stil
breathing, they carried the 71-year-old nman
outside to safety; and

"WHEREAS, The unconsci ous victim was

cared for on scene by the Syosset Fire Departnent
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Emer gency Medi cal Service nenbers, and he gai ned
consci ousness on route to the hospital; due to
the firefighters' astute and courageous actions,
the man's |ife was spared; and

"WHEREAS, Firefighters unwaveringly
serve our great state with pride, valor, and
integrity; these respected nen and wonen are
often the first to respond to an energency,
whet her the energency is a fire, an accident,
natural disaster, act of terrorism medical
crisis, or spill of hazardous materials; and

"WHEREAS, It takes a speci al
dedi cation, a strong desire to help others and a
tirel ess sense of comunity to forsake precious
time with famly and friends to respond to the
signal that a neighbor is in need;
Firefighter Josh Kerr, Ex-Chief Robert Kaplan and
Captain WIIliam Saubernman are such firefighters;
they heroically perform above and beyond the
call of duty, those responsibilities which define
the task of fire protection; now, therefore, be
it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmend

Firefighter Josh Kerr, Ex-Chief Robert Kapl an
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and Captain WIIiam Sauber man upon the occasi on
of their designation as recipients of a

Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be
it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Firefighter Josh Kerr, Ex-Chief Robert Kaplan and
Captain WIIliam Saubernan. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran on the resol ution.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,

M. President.

It is ny honor today to wel cone
three real heroes fromny district -- Josh Kerr,
Robert Kaplan, and WIIliam Sauberman -- to our
beauti ful chanber here in Al bany. They're here
t oday because of what they did on one very cold
January day. And they're also joined by Josh's
girlfriend, Kathleen Therese Don Angel o.

On January 6, Josh, Robert and
Wl liamrushed into a burning Syosset senior
living conpl ex, where they saw a gentl eman on the
floor. It looked like he wasn't breathing and,

as the resolution speaks to, they weren't even
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sure if he was alive. But it's because of their
heroism putting their own |ives in danger, that
they were able to save himand pull himout.

And, you know, our first
responders -- and these are volunteers. They
serve with our recognition and our thanks, and
every day they could be putting their lives at
risk. They work through snowstorns, fl oods,
hurri canes. Qur comunity is safe because of the
incredi ble sacrifice that these firefighters
make.

So | thank the Senate for this
resolution today to honor their bravery. And
M. President, if it's all right, I would ask
that we allow themto rise so that we can
recogni ze them

And t hank you, gentlenen, for what
you have done.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of Senat or Gaughran, M. President, this
resolution is open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
pl ease take up Senate Resolution 418, by
Senator May, read the resolution title only, and
recogni ze Senator May.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 418, by
Senat or May, honoring D na El dawy upon the
occasi on of her designation as recipient of a
2019 Marshal |l Schol ar shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
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M. President.

After World War |1, the United
States did an extraordinary thing. W offered
significant aid to our former allies and enem es
in Europe so that they could rebuild their
econonmi es and forestall the cycle of poverty and
despair that had led to the previous two world
war s.

The Marshall Plan was an enor nous
success, and the countries that received it
wanted to express their gratitude to the
United States. Geat Britain did so by creating
t he Marshall Schol arships in the 1950s, which
were designed to send a few dozen Anerican
col |l ege graduates to the United Kingdomto study
at British universities for two years.

They sel ected the scholars accordi ng
to academic nerit but also the pronm se of
| eadership and the ability to be anbassadors
bet ween our country and the United Kingdom to
perpetuate the special relationship between the
two countries.

As far as | know, as far as the
hi storian of the Senate knows, | amthe first

Marshall Scholar to serve as a New York State
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Senator. And as such, it gives nme great pleasure
to honor Dina Eldawy, who is a senior at Syracuse
University. She is the first woman from Syracuse
Uni versity ever to receive a Mrshal

Schol arship, also the first Muslimfrom

Syracuse University.

She is majoring in international
relations and citizenship and civic engagenent,
which is an exciting major at Syracuse University
t hat prepares | eaders for careers in governnent
and politics. And | think she has a great future
in that regard. She's going to the University of
Sussex to study international relations and then
to the University of Oxford for one year.

So it is a great honor to nme to be
able to recognize her in this way and to
acknow edge that | do believe she's going to do
great credit not only to ny home city of Syracuse
and to Syracuse University, but to the State of
New York and the entire United States.

So | ask us all to acknow edge her
contribution and her achi evenent. Thank you very
nmuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
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signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of Senator May, that resolution is open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
to Senate Resolution 322, by Senator Stavisky,
read that resolution title only, and call on
Senat or Stavi sky, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 322, by Senator Stavisky, nenorializing

Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim
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Sept enber 25, 2019, as Bangl adeshi | nm grant Day
in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

This resol ution honors the
Bangl adeshi community, which is a very inportant
part of our true diversity that exists in the
State of New York. There are approximtely
500, 000 peopl e from Bangl adesh residing in the
United States, and about a quarter of a mllion
people residing in the Gty of New York

The resol ution honors Bishawajit
Saha, the founder and head of the Miktadhara
Foundation. And they provide particularly books
and resources for the libraries and book fairs in
the community to spread the rich cultura
traditions of the Bangladesh community, and we
come together on various occasions.

| represent an area in
Jackson Heights -- it's a thin strip but has
many, many people fromthis part of the world,
and we are delighted that they have chosen to

come to New York. And | congratulate the
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foundation on its celebrations of the Bangl adesh
traditions.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
M. President, for the opportunity to speak on
this resolution that is inportant to the
Bangl adeshi community. And also I'll take this
gui ck opportunity to speak on another resolution
honoring I nternational Mther Language Day.

The Bangl adeshi comunity, as
Senat or Stavi sky has pointed out, is one of the
fastest-growing communities here in New York, and
their contributions to our societal life, our
econony, education, acadenia, society and the
arts has been i nmreasurabl e and inval uable. And
this cormunity needs to be recognized as such,
and that's why we have this resol ution

And at the sane tinme we al so have a
resol uti on honoring International Mther Language
Day, which specifically for the Bangl adesh
comunity is of significant inportance because
t he Bengal i | anguage was -- the | anguage was the

i npetus towards the unification of Bangl adesh and
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instrunental inits formation as a nation and
really critical to the national identity of so
many fell ow New Yorkers who are Bangl adesh
Aneri cans.

So | proudly support both of these
resol utions.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing ne to speak al so on
this resol ution.

| have probably the second-| argest
Bangl adeshi Anerican population in the Cty of
New York. They are contributing mghtily to this
society. They are becom ng doctors, |awers.
Their children are excelling in our schools.

They're a vibrant part of ny
comunity in Parkchester. And |I'mvery honored
to say that they have been very close to ne since
| becane an elected official in the Bronx, and we
wor k cl osel y.

And Senator Liu nmentioned the Mt her
Language Day resolution. | too will have a

resolution to cel ebrate Bangl adeshi | ndependence
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Day in the next couple of weeks. There will be a
contingency of about 220 Bangl adeshi Anmeri cans
fromour comunity that will be com ng to Al bany,
as we've done every year for the |ast seven
years. And we're going to bring themto
celebrate their culture, they' re going to be
performng here. And | invite all of ny
col | eagues to participate and celebrate this
wonderful rich tradition and cul ture.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to also support this
resolution and also to tal k about the Mt her
Language Day resolution, so I'll take the
opportunity to do both at this point.

The Bangl adesh conmmunity also is a
predom nant comrunity in ny district in Queens,
al so taking on many inportant positions. | was
proud to support the first Bangl adesh Anmerican to
run for school board in the area and to run for
el ected office.

|"ve been working with the community

since before 9/11, making sure that they had
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access to governnent, meking sure that all of the
agencies in the city and state were respecting

t hem and gi ving them opportunities to establish a
life and establish their presence in the
comunity.

Since then they have truly worked to
become a nmjor part and an integral part of
sout heast Queens life -- owning businesses,
maki ng sure that there are opportunities to
expand and celebrate their culture, to pass their
culture down to other people.

|"m proud to say that as we continue
to work with that comunity, they are truly
becom ng a building block in the Janaica
community that | represent.

| also wanted to just take the
opportunity, so that | don't have to conme back
again, to tal k about the Mdther Language Day
resol ution and what's inportant about that.

As we all know, |anguage is the
bui | di ng bl ock of our societies. Language nakes
New York State what it is, contributing to the
many col ors, textures and sounds of New York
The breadth of |anguages in the Enpire State and

t he breadth of people speaking themis
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astoundi ng. According to the Census, our state
has sonme two dozen | anguages spoken by nore than
50, 000 people at honme. The full nunber of
| anguages spoken here escapes inagination.

To that end, we are celebrating
| nt ernati onal Mot her Language Day, which was held
on February 21st, so that we can renenber and
cherish all the tongues of the world. According
to the United Nations, a | anguage and the
heritage cradled within it di sappears every two
weeks. We nust honor and protect our precious
| anguages.

We nust al so pay tribute to those
who woul d do anything to honor their | anguage and
their culture, including the brave students in
Dhaka, in what is today Bangl adesh, who | ost
their lives, killed by police, when they sought
the recognition of the Bangl a | anguage spoken by
the majority of the popul ace.

In a tribute to those brave nen and
wormen, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization created |International
Mot her Language Day.

Qur | anguages give rise to our

cultures and our identities. Never woul d our
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lives and our societies be so vibrant and
colorful w thout the | anguages that guide our
di scour se.

In connection to this, | also have
some people fromny district who are here in the
chanmber, the New Anerican Voter Association
NAVA, with Dilip Nath and Rokeya Ccter, who are
actual ly here today | obbyi ng nenbers about
establishing a Diwali holiday to celebrate their
culture and to give their children the
opportunity to have a day to cel ebrate that
hol i day.

Here we have nen and wornen | ooki ng
to participate in the finest Anerican tradition:
Denocracy. These Queens residents have cone from
far and wi de, bringing various |anguages and
cultures with them They have integrated their
hopes, their dreans and practices into the
American way of life, forging a new future for
t hensel ves whil e always carrying their past in
t hei r hands.

They're enblematic of the spirit of
| nt ernati onal Mot her Language Day. Together, we
can mai ntain awareness of our world's

mul tilinguistic past and ensure these | anguages
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of the past are carried forward.

When it conmes to the spoken word,
Queens is truly the "Wrld' s Borough," with as
many as 800 | anguages spoken in the whole city.
Nowhere el se has as nmany | anguages spoken as
there are in Queens, according to the Endangered
Language Alliance society. There are over 160
| anguages that we know are spoken through the
bor ough, according to the World Econom ¢ Forum

M. President, thank you for
allowing nme to conbine the resolutions to shorten
the clock today. And again, please thank Dilip
Nat h and the NAVA group for comng to Al bany this
afternoon to | obby for Diwali Day.

Thank you very mnuch

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?
(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: That resol ution,
M. President, is also open for cosponsorship

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Si nce
Senat or Conrie was kind enough to conbine
di scussion of his resolution with the last, can
we now take up Senate Resol ution 514, by
Senator Conmrie, read its title only, and nove for
its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
514, by Senator Conrie, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuono to proclaimFebruary 21, 2019, as
Mot her Language Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with International Mther Language
Day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor

signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That resol ution
is al so open for cosponsorship, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up Senate resolution 513, by Senator Martinez,
read its title only, and recogni ze Senat or
Martinez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
513, by Senator Martinez, congratul ating
Dr. Wayne R Horsley upon the occasion of his
retirement after 44 years of distinguished

service to Long Island.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Martinez on the resol ution.

SENATCOR MARTI NEZ: Good afternoon
and thank you, M. President.

| would |ike to extend ny sincere
congratulations to Dr. Wayne R Horsl ey upon the
occasion of his retirement after 44 years of
di stingui shed service to the Long Island
comunity.

It is the sense of this |legislative
body to recogni ze and honor those distinguished
citizens of this great state who have devoted
t hensel ves to faithfully serving the best
interests of their comunity and t he needs of
their residents.

| have known M. Horsley for a
nunber of years, and his main goal has al ways
been to protect his constituency. 1In every
capacity served, he has gone above and beyond his
duties. He has been a colleague and a friend,
and although it is sad to see himgo, | w sh him
all the best in his future endeavors.

M. Wayne Horsley, thank you for
44 years of dedicated service, and best of | uck

to you.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Boyl e on the resol ution.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,

M. President, on the resolution.

I'd like to thank Senator Martinez
for sponsoring this resolution in favor of
Wayne Horsley, to comrenorate a life well-1lived.

In terns of his professional life,
he's been both an elected official in our
comunity and part of the adm nistration. He has
worked tirelessly to help ny constituents now.

We shared many constituents. He was in the
county legislature, I was in the State Assenbly,
and now he works -- has worked for the Parks
Departnment for nmany years. He's done a

t remendous j ob.

W owe hima great debt of
gratitude, and | do personally, because if he
woul d have run for the Senate, | would have | ost.

| vote in favor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease open that
resol ution for cosponsorship, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now take up the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 99,
Senate Print 508A, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside,

pl ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
100, Senate Print 546, by Senator Akshar, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
134, Senate Print 1481, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January

next succeedi ng the date upon which it shall have
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become a | aw.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
136, Senate Print 748, by Senator Montgonery, an
act to anend the Judiciary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mont gonmery to explain her vote.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Yes, thank
you, M. President.

This bill is | believe extrenely

i nportant, especially for nothers who are
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breast-feeding at the nonment that they receive a
subpoena to cone to jury duty. The bill would
all ow for a postponenent for up to two years or
an excuse fromjury duty sinply because they are
a breast-feedi ng not her.

And as we know, breast-feeding is
extrenely inportant for the health of the baby,
and it is also an extrenely inportant function
that allows nother and child to bond. And
therefore it is extrenely inportant that we have
parents who are breast-feeding able to do that
wi thout interruption, and jury duty is not
sonmet hing that they cannot wait to do.

So thank you. | thank ny col |l eagues
for voting yes on this legislation. And on
behal f of nothers who are breast-feeding
t hroughout our state, they appreciate and woul d
like to say thank you for being reasonabl e and
rational as it relates to breast-feedi ng nomns.

Thank you. | vote aye,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mont gonmery will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There's a substitution at the desk.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 13, Senator
Bi aggi noves to discharge, fromthe Comrittee on
Wnen's |ssues, Assenbly Bill Number 290 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 3125,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 138.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
138, by Menber of the Assenbly Rosenthal,
Assenbly Bill 290, an act to amend the Public
Heal t h Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
that was Senator Biaggi's first bill to pass the
Senat e.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
142, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Sinotas, Assenbly Bill 1044, an act to
amend the Donestic Relations Law and the G vi
Ri ghts Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now take up the reading of the
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 99,
Senate Print 508A, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo, why do you rise?

SENATOR CGRI FFQO M. President, |
believe that there's an anendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
Senat or Young be recogni zed and heard on the
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Giffo.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR GRI FFO Ww, he's a quick
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reader, you know t hat?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR GRI FFO Accordi ngly,

M. President, | would appeal the ruling of the
chair and ask that Senator Young be recognized
and be heard for an expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator
Young may be heard.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

Thi s anendnent is gernane because
it, along with the bill-in-chief, deals with the
i mpl enentation of early voting. Wen the Senate
Majority passed | egislation that inplenented
early voting, they stated they were confident the
Executive woul d include funding in the budget --
as we all know, that did not happen.

The argunent that savings from
consolidating the primaries will cover the costs
of early voting sinply is not true. Even if the
nost |iberal estimates of cost savings fromthe
primary end up being true, it still would not
cover the cost of inplenenting early voting in

counties, which is estimated to be between half a
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mllion dollars and a mllion dollars per county
annual ly. That estinmate was given before

el ectronic poll books were taken into account,
which will only drive up the cost by $10 mllion
to $15 million.

| nstead of noving forward with this
| egi slation that would help counties pay for the
costs of early voting, the Senate Majority now
i s doubling down on burdening counties with
addi tional cost through this bill.

Thi s amendnent, which woul d
establish an early voting fund, would provide
relief to counties. And this is relief that they
desperately need, especially smaller counties
that already are under fiscal stress.

So through you, M. President,
hopefully the nenbers will reconsider.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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SENATCR GRI FFO A show of hands,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senator Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO | ask that Senator
Young be recogni zed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes, I'd like to
ask Senator Myrie if he would yield to sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Myrie, do you yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you, Senator

Myrie. Through you, M. President.
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Politicians on the federal |evel
have been out spoken about potential election
hacking. So the question is, will this
| egislation make it easier for soneone to hack
into our election database?

SENATOR MYRI E: M. President, |ast
month this body began the journey of bringing
New York fromworst to first. Today is a step
ahead in that journey. As it pertains to
el ectronic poll books, here again the State of
New York is behind the rest of the country.
Thirty-four states plus the District of Colunbia
aut hori ze the use of electronic poll books, and
today it is ny hope that 1'I|l be joined by ny
col | eagues in nmaking New York the 35th state to
do so.

El ectroni c poll books al so happen to
be a bipartisan affair. M esteened col | eague
Fred Akshar carried this bill |ast session, and
it was on the reconmendati on of Republican and
Denocratic el ection comm ssioners that we nove
forward with authorizing poll books.

Moder ni zi ng our elections is also a
no-brainer. Over the past 50 years we've

Wi t nessed quantum | eaps in technol ogy, and we've
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used that technology to inprove al nost every area
of our lives. For exanple, in 1954 we invented
the m crowave, and we changed the way that we
cook and eat. In 1958 we invented the jet
airliner and changed the way that we travel
around the world. In 1973 we invented the MR
and changed the way that we diagnose ill nesses.
And in the pal mof everyone's hands we' ve changed
the way that we communi cate, research, bank, and
for those keeping track at home, even the way we
wat ch exciting government proceedings with the
advent of the smartphone in 2007.

But when it comes to the right that
protects all other rights, in many ways we are
stuck in the past. So today we say to voters,
wel comre to the 21st century. This |aw would
permt -- not mandate, but permt |ocal Boards of
El ections to replace paper books with
conput er-generated registration lists. This
woul d al |l ow poll workers to search voter namnes
el ectronically, record the instances in which you
vote electronically as well.

And this will make the
adm ni stration of our elections quicker, nore

efficient, and nore secure. This bill requires
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the State Board of Elections to approve any
el ectroni c equi pnent that would be used for this
process. It also requires the State Board of
El ections to pronul gate security protocols to
protect the data. It also requires the State
Board of Elections to ensure that the | ocal
Boards of Elections that choose to utilize
el ectroni c poll books have backups in the case of
failure.

And while |I |anment the fact that
New York is yet again behind the rest of the
country, the benefit of being behind is that we
have the ability to adopt best practices from
around the country. So | have confidence that
when we pass this bill today the |ocal Boards of
El ections that choose to opt in will have
sufficient time to purchase the equi pnment and
train their workers in time for the el ections
this fall.

| hope that my colleagues will join
nme today in voting for this bill. And as we
continue to nodernize our denocracy in New York
| hope we send the nessage to voters that we need
better elections and we need them now.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you, Senator
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Myrie. Thank you for that conprehensive
expl anation of the bill.

However, | did want to ask again
because | don't think we got to it --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator -- Senator --

SENATOR YOUNG -- if Senator Myrie
will yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Young, are you asking --

SENATOR YOUNG | f Senator Myrie
will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Doesn't nmoving to a
nore centralized and el ectronic format raise
concerns of hacking?

SENATOR MYRI E: This bill,

M. President, through you, requires the State
Board of Elections to adopt m nimum security
protocols in order to protect the data.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1194

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Did Senator Myrie
consult with cybersecurity experts when drafting
this | egislation?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. As previously nmentioned, the
State Board of Elections is required to

pronul gate the security protocols. In fact the
State Board of Elections was the recipient of
federal noney in order to institute cybersecurity
protocols. It is our understanding that they
will use sone of this noney to promul gate
appropriate cybersecurity protocols to protect

t he dat a.

SENATOR YOUNG W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Senat or Myrie
many peopl e's signatures change when si gni ng
sonmething electronically. | think we all know
that. WII this nmake it nore difficult to detect
abnornalities in signatures?

SENATCR MYRI E: M. President,
through you. It is the presunption that when a
voter goes to vote and they sign, whether that be
el ectronically or manually, that that voter is in
fact who they say they were. That is the current
state of the law. W do not anticipate that
changi ng el ectronic signatures will have an
adverse effect on that.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President. But through you, again, if the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil
t he sponsor yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG So just as

fol |l ow up, though, oftentines when you sign
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el ectronically, as | said, it is alnost, you
know, inpossible to conpare it to an actual
witten signature on a piece of paper.

So how can you verify through this
t hat sonmebody signing -- | know you're saying
there's a presunption that sonebody who is
signing is saying who they are. But, you know,
frommy perspective one of the nost sacred rights
that we have as Anericans is to vote. And any
time someone votes illegally, it takes away ny
vote and ot her people's votes because all of a
sudden they don't count anynore.

So how can you verify it if it's an
el ectroni c signature?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, there is no signature verification
process even in our current -- well, when you
sign, that is the verification

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. And, you know, again --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG So when we go in to
vote, we sign a book. And it's right next to the
signature fromthe tine before and the tine
before and the tinme before. So it's very easy
for the inspectors to verify that signature
because you have sonething on a piece of paper
that you can conpare it to.

So I'd like to continue to ask
guesti ons.

My understanding is that these
el ectronic poll books are now necessary because
of the early voting | egislation passed earlier
this session. 1Is that correct?

SENATCR MYRI E: M. President, the
bill gives the | ocal Boards of Elections the
option to adopt electronic poll books.

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, if the sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President. Thank you, Senator Mrie.

So how wi |l local county boards be
able to manual ly transfer voting information from
the poll books used for early voting to the
general election poll books when the turnaround
time is about 36 hours? It would be from Sunday
evening to Tuesday norning. How are they going
to be able to feasibly do that?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, the data already exists

el ectronically. And so the transfer is not from
paper to any electronic device. The actual data
al ready exist. Wat we have now is a systemin
whi ch we spend noney to print the books instead
of just having it on an el ectronic devi ce.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR YOUNG So that's not what
nmy Boards of Elections are telling nme, but let's
nove on.

What's the estimated cost of this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATCR MYRI E: M. President,
through you. It is difficult to ascertain the
exact cost because this is a permssive bill and
not a mandatory bill.

But in the instance that every
single | ocal Board of Elections in the State of
New York opted to use electronic poll books,
there are varying estimtes this woul d cost
per haps between $50 million and $60 mlli on.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR YOUNG And so as was
poi nted out earlier, there's going to be an

addi tional cost of inplenmenting early voting, and
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now the costs of this |egislation are doubl ed
down and piled on top of that.

s there a funding source in this
bill to pay for these costs?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. Again, because this bill is
perm ssive and not mandatory, there cannot be a
cost associated in the bill because we are
unaware at this tinme how many | ocal Boards of
El ections will choose to inplenent.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Yield
or --

SENATOR YOUNG Yeah.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: -- on
the bill? On.

WI1l the sponsor yield?

SENATCR MYRI E: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG So you' re saying
that this is perm ssive and that sone people nmay
opt not to choose to do this. But again, it's

tied to the early voting.
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So we had a discussion earlier this
year about early voting and the cost to the
counties. Is there any plan by the Majority to
try to insert funding in the budget to cover
t hese costs and the early voting costs? Wi ch,
as was pointed out, is going to cost the counties
anywhere fromhalf a mllion to a mllion dollars
annual Iy, which is a huge unfunded mandat e,
especially on the smaller rural counties.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Majority will be working very
hard to ensure that the plans that we have

i mpl enented for the adm nistration of our

el ections are funded. W want to support our

| ocal Boards of Elections, and we will continue
to do so throughout this budget process.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

Thank you, Senator Mrie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
is closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 15. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill is another step in noving
our elections | andscape into the 21st century and
making it worthy of the great State of New York.
| appl aud nmy col | eague Senator Myrie for bringing
this forward.

And | just want to say we hear a | ot
of objections on the basis of voter fraud, which
is sonething that really doesn't happen
much. And it certainly is not a reason for us to
make our Election Laws nore restrictive. It's
high tinme that we enpl oyed the technol ogy that we
have to really show that we care about el ections
bei ng broadly avail able for participation by all
citizens.

And | amproud to vote aye on this
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bill. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| also proudly stand to say aye to
this bill and to say to be honest, I'mfairly
anused about the debate. W' re talking about
doi ng sonething that | believe 36 or 38 states
al ready do. There's been endl ess research about
voter fraud or the lack thereof. And this isn't
even about registering, where in theory you m ght
worry about voter fraud, although | personally
don't -- it's sinply about having the information
avai | abl e when you go sonmewhere to vote to nake
sure the information is there, accessible, can
speed up the process by which people can vote.

And | just don't even understand why
there woul d be a debate at all, but we've had one
and "'mglad we did. And | can't inmagi ne anyone
will vote no, M. President. This is such an
obvious bill to support.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 99, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Antonacci, Flanagan, Funke, Gallivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, O Mara,

Ott, R tchie, Robach, Serino, Seward, Tedisco

and Young.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
controversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Can we now go back to notions and
resol utions, take up Resol ution 503, by Senat or
Har ckham and nove for its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
503, by Senator Harckham nourning the death of
Donal d Moffat, |egendary actor, distinguished
citizen and gifted artist.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
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signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That resol ution
i s open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now go to
Senat e Resolution 532, by Senator Mayer, read its
title only, and call on Senator Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
532, by Senator Mayer, nourning the death of
Dr. Doris L. Wethers, visionary physician
tirel ess advocate, and devoted nenber of her

comunity.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to honor an extraordi nary
doctor, Dr. Doris L. Wethers, who was one of the
| eaders in the fight against sickle cell, who
died at the age of 91 in | ate January.

Dr. Wethers becane the first black
chief of a nmedical departnent at a New York City
vol untary hospital when she was named director of
pedi atrics at Kni ckerbocker Hospital in
West Harlem after she had been the third bl ack
wonman to graduate in 1952 fromthe Yal e School of
Medi ci ne.

She was | ater director of pediatrics
from 1969 to 1974 at Sydenham Hospital, which
closed in 1980, and then until 1979 at St. Luke's
Hospital Center, now Mount Sinai St. Luke's. She
became St. Luke's first black attendi ng physician
in 1958.

She opened sickle cell anem a
prograns at all of these hospitals, conducted
research, and hel ped draft |andmark | egislation

to require screening of infants for the disorder.
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| had the incredible privilege, as
the vice president of governnent and conmunity
affairs at St. Luke' s-Roosevelt Hospital, to work
directly with her in her efforts to ensure that
patients and famlies with sickle cell disease
receive first-class treatnent and attention to
their ail ments.

She was extraordinary in that while
many people did not want to speak about sickle
cell, and yet parents of children with sickle
cell were really struggling, Dr. Wethers was a
voi ce of conpassion, of brilliance, of research
and of | eadership on the issue of sickle cell. |
feel very honored that | got to work with her and
that she made a lasting difference in the lives
of so many famlies, particularly those with
children with sickle cell, in providing guidance
on how they could live their Iife with this
di sease.

She really nade a renarkabl e
difference in the lives of patients and famlies
and certainly of the conmunity in which sickle
cell was so predom nant, in uptown Manhattan
whi ch was part of the focus of the

St. Luke' s- Roosevelt experience.
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So | rise to honor her nmenory and
ensure that we don't forget soneone |ike
Dr. Doris Wethers, who made a |l asting difference
in our novenent towards attention to sickle cell.
And | am hopeful that this year this Legislature
and this governnment finally begins to devote the
resources to this disease that is |ong overdue.

Thank you, M. President, and |
honor her nmenory today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to commend ny col |l eague for

honori ng one who has brought great honor to us
all, Dr. Doris Wethers. Her pioneering work on
the issue of sickle cell, her |ifelong conm tnent
to ensure that this dread disease is finally
t ackl ed and defeated need to be conmended and we
need to nention this often.

| know many people with the
di sease -- as a matter of fact, | have the trait
of the disease. Thank God for that, it's not as
critical as the disease itself. So it's very

personal to ne.
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| am honored to carry a bill that
provi des for a mnuscul e anount of noney to do
nore research on this. | urge ny coll eagues, as
we really want to honor this great wonan, that we
shoul d put some noney in where our nouths are, of
course, and ensure that we crush this dread
di sease and allow her to sleep in peace, to have
the rest that she rightly deserves, having
tackled this disease all of her life.

Thank you very nuch for it. Thank
you very much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Conrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you.

| rise to support this resolution
for Dr. Wethers and to highlight the issues on
sickle cell. | just want to acknowl edge doria
Rochester in southeast Queens, who has been a
devotee of Dr. Wethers and informed nme of her
passing. | did not know of Senator Myer's
connection to her, and | want to thank her for
bringing this resol ution.

Dr. Wethers truly was a pioneer.
And there are so nmany things about sickle cel

that are still unknown that people are trying to
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ensure -- there are not enough sickle cel
specialists in hospitals around the country. A

| ot of people still don't know how to check for
it. And it's inmportant thing that we try to get
out to people all over the country and especially
in our hospital networks. So | would hope that
we support Senator Sanders' bill.

The Sickle Cell Advisory Network is
a group in nmy area that has been working hard
with all of the hospitals to try to train people
so that they can understand sickle cell. And
there's a black health screening, a cityw de
programthat's being held on March 2nd, the third
Bl ack Health Matters Sumrmit. It's going to be
hel d at Col unbia University.

But | woul d advise all people during
the nmonth of March, which is the nonth that is
dealing with wonen's health, to do a sickle cel
programin your district to informyour
comunities about the problems with sickle cel
and the fact that a | ot of people are going to
the hospital repeatedly for ailnments, not know ng
that the sickle cell trait is the primary issue
behind their illness.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
pl ease open that resolution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: That being the
case, | nove we adjourn until tonorrow, Thursday,
February 28th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
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Thur sday, February 28th, at 11:00 a.m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 4:35 p.m, the Senate
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