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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 29, 2019
11: 42 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

"1l ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, | ask that everyone bow their
head in a nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 28, 2019, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, January 27,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 10,
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Senat or Kam nsky noves to di scharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 2851 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
1891A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 88.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| now nove to adopt the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol ution 320, by Senator Gaughran.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolution 320, please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now can you
pl ease call on Senator Gaughran and -- as you
bring up Resolution Nunber 320, please read it in
its entirety, and then call on Senator Gaughran.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 320, by Senat or Gaughran,
nmourni ng the death of Scott J. Beigel, dedicated
t eacher, coach, and canp counsel or.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize and comrend t he
caring concern and heroic acts of individuals who
t ake pronpt and appropriate action in energency
situations, nobly risking their owm lives in an
effort to preserve the lives of others; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body is noved to
mourn the death of Scott J. Beigel, dedicated
t eacher, coach and canp counsel or; and

"WHEREAS, Scott J. Beigel made the
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ultimate sacrifice on February 14, 2018, when he
shi el ded his students fromgunfire during a
sensel ess act of violence at Marjory Stonenman
Dougl as Hi gh School in Parkland, Florida; he died
at the age of 35; and

"WHEREAS, Disregarding his own
personal safety and acting in a manner which
truly exenplified the hero everyone knew he was,
Scott J. Beigel bravely and w thout hesitation
unl ocked his classroom door to give shelter to as
many students as he could as an expell ed,
di sgruntl ed student with a sem -automatic rifle
stal ked the halls shooting at anyone in his path;
and

"WHEREAS, Scott J. Beigel, who
placed his own life in peril to save others, was
shot outside his classroomdoor while trying to
lock it, after ushering as nmany students as he
could to safety; and

"WHEREAS, Born on Cctober 22, 1982,
Scott J. Beigel grew up on Long Island before
attending the University of Mam; he was a canp
counsel or at Canp Starlight in Pennsylvania prior
to accepting the position to teach geography and

coach cross-country at Marjory Stonenman Dougl as
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H gh School in 2018; and

"WHEREAS, Scott J. Beigel remains
nore than a hero in the hearts of his famly,
friends, colleagues and students; his bravery and
dedication to others will continue to serve as an
inspiration to all who had the privil ege of
knowi ng him and

"WHEREAS, A resident of
Deerfield Beach, Florida, Scott J. Beigel is
survived by his father, M chael Schul man and
not her, Linda Bei gel - Schul man; and his sister,
Mel i ssa Zech; and

"WHEREAS, Scott J. Beigel, through
hi s spontaneous and heroi c actions, denonstrated
his character and his conpassion for the welfare
of others, personifying, by virtue of his
actions, the collective concern of educators
across the State of New York, who voluntarily
respond when students, our nbst precious
resource, are subjected to perilous situations;
now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
death of Scott J. Beigel, dedicated teacher,

coach, and canp counselor, and to express its
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deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the famly of Scott J. Beigel."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran on the resol ution.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
M. President.

Today we're going to nake history
again in this chanber as we take up sone very
i mportant gun reformbills that make some common
sense. But for ne, this is about Scott Bei gel,
who grew up on Long Island -- his life, his
sacrifice, and his |egacy.

And on this cold January, where
hear we're going to be getting sone snow soon, |
have the distinct honor of welcom ng his parents,
Li nda Bei gel - Schul man and M chael Schul man. They
came here to Al bany to be here today to w tness
what we're going to do and al so to honor Scott.

Scott Beigel, a teacher, a son,
brother, coach, a friend and a true hero. He was
shot while protecting his students on

Val entine's Day, February 14th. A day of |ove,
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he nmade the ultimte sacrifice.

The resol ution descri bed what
happened, with the shooter wal ki ng around Marjory
St oneman Dougl as Hi gh School. He ushered his
students into the classroom bravely, w thout any
hesitation. He nmade his classrooma sanctuary
for those children. He |ocked the door, and then
he was confronted by the gunman. He saved
many students' |ives.

And I'd just like to read a couple
of things that were said by people who were
directly inpacted in Parkland, Florida, that day.
One of his students, Kelsey Friend, said: "He
was ny hero and he will forever be ny hero. 1'll
never forget the actions he took for me and for
fellow students in the classroom He was an
amazi ng person, and I am alive today because of
him He will be mssed."

And then Jennifer Zeif, the nother
of Matthew Zeif, also credits Scott with saving
her son's life. She said: Mtthew was the final
student to make it into Scott's classroom
M. Beigel could have passed Matthew up and gone
in the classroomfirst. In that case, Mtthew

woul d have been the one in the doorway and woul d
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have been lost."

As a father, | cannot inmagine the
pai n that the Schul mans and ot hers go through.

But 1'm so proud of what they have done to turn
this tragedy into advocacy which we will be
acting on today.

You know, | alnost feel like |I know
Scott, even though | never did, because we
actually went to the sane high school, albeit |
was there a lot earlier than him But as |I've
wal ked the halls there and as |1've listened to
what the students have said, and the parents, and
as |'ve gotten to know the Schul mans, | feel like
|"ve gotten to know Scott.

And so nothing can fill the void of
| osing Scott, but in Scott's honor this
resolution will pass today conmenorating him
And M. President, | would ask if you would
recogni ze the Schul mans, who are here with us
t oday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
behal f of the Senate, we extend our condol ences,
appl aud's Scott's heroism W recognize his
sacrifice and we thank you for your dedication to

his menory.
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SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
M. President.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N.  The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of Senat or Gaughran, M. President, this
resolution is open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 81,
by Senator Kam nsky, Senate Print 101A, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 88,
substituted earlier by Assenbl ymenber Lavine,
Assenbly Print Nunmber 2851, an act to amend the
Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 89,
by Senator G anaris, Senate Print 2374, an act to

anend the Penal Law and the General Busi ness Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 45th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Anot her day in this new New York
State Senate, and another critically inportant
i ssue area that we are tackling.

This bill I"mvery proud of. It
woul d nake it easier for a background check to
actual ly be conpl eted, because right now the rule
is that after three days, if a background check
is not conpleted, that the gun is authorized to
be issued to the prospective purchaser.

We have very direct exanpl es of
tragedi es that have occurred as a result. 1In
Charl eston, soneone who would have failed a
background check, three days passed with the

background check not being conpleted and the gun
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was acquired, and people died as a result.

The inmportant thing to remenber is
that 90 percent of background checks are
conpl eted incredibly quickly. The ones that are
flagged for further review nmean that there is a
probl em that needs further review It is the
nost backwards policy to say that when an
application is flagged for concern that we shoul d
gi ve away the gun before the concern is resol ved,
and that's what our laws currently provide.

This bill would say that we give
30 days for that background check to be
conpl eted before the transfer of the gun is
authorized. The FBI itself says on average it
t akes about 20 to 25 days for a background check
that has been flagged to be conpleted. And this
is the nost commonsense of conmopnsense proposals.

I"'mfrankly startled to see so many
hands go up across the aisle on this to vote in
the negative, but it says a | ot about why we are
where we are and why this Senate is going to
change t hi ngs.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 40. Nays,
23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

(Appl ause fromthe galleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Pl ease
do not clap during session, please. W |ike
silence in the Senate. Thank you.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 89 are
Senat ors Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci, Boyle,

Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino,
Sewar d, Tedi sco and Young.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 90,
by Senator Kaplan, Senate Print 2438, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll -- hold on.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we lay this bill aside tenmporarily. W're
waiting for the Assenbly substitution to arrive,
because they just passed it nonments ago.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 92,
by Senator Sepul veda, Senate Print 2448, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sepul veda to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing ne to explain ny

vot e.
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|"mgrateful to the sponsor of this
bill -- I"msorry. | amthe sponsor of this
bill, so l'"mgrateful to nyself.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: | want to thank
Senat or Stewart- Cousins and ny col | eagues for
allowing me to introduce this bill. [It's an
i nportant piece of l|egislation considering the
climate that we're exposed to with respect to gun
control and gun control regulation.

In 2017, bunp stocks and ot her
devices that accelerate the rate of fire for
sem -automatic firearns came to national |ight
after the awful shooting in Las Vegas. The
gentl eman there -- or the shooter there sprayed
over a thousand rounds of ammunition into a crowd
of concertgoers in a matter of m nutes.

Machi ne guns have been illegal in
New York for sone tine now, but such add-ons pose
a threat to public safety that have not yet been
codified to renedy. These sinple devices attach
to sem -automatic rifles to increase the firing
speed, essentially turning the gun into a
full-fl edged automati c weapon.

An AR-15 is not necessarily for hone
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protection, and one does not need it. An
attachabl e conponent to fire dozens of rounds of
anmmunition with one trigger to hunt a deer? It
is therefore unnecessary for everyday gun owners
to possess the equi pnment in their hones.

| am beyond proud to be standing
here today to introduce this |egislation
al ongsi de other |egislations that are being
presented by my col |l eagues. Let's strengthen gun
|l aws that currently exist and save |ives today.
When we have strict gun |aws, there tends to be
| ess acts of violence, especially of this nature
with rmultiple shootings.

So this is an excellent piece of
| egi sl ation. Thank you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.
Thank you to ny col | eagues for voting for it.
And |l et's continue maki ng New York State a safer
pl ace for our children and our famlies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Anmedore to explain his vote.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

This bill does nothing to nmake
anyone safer. These accessories are already

illegal under the state and federal |laws. This
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bill is redundant. It does nothing nore than
attenpt the political divide to the public, for
t hose that exercise their Second Amendnent ri ght
and those that do not.

These accessories are al ready
illegal under the federal and state law with the
enact nent of the SAFE Act. Because of that, |
vot e no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 92 are
Senat ors Amedore, Antonacci, Flanagan, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ritchie, Seward, Tedi sco and Young.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 93,
by Senator Mayer, Senate Print 2449, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside
tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
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asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 94,
by Senator Krueger, Senate Print 2450, an act to
amend the Penal Law and the General Business Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 95,
by Senat or Kavanagh, Senate Print 2451, an act to
amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es and the
Penal Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now return to Cal endar Nunber 90, by
Senat or Kapl an.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 10,

Senat or Kapl an noves to di scharge, fromthe

Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill 1213 and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

799

substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 2438,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 90.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 90,
by Assenbl ynenber Hunter, Assenbly Print 1213, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kapl an to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| also want to take the tine to
t hank Senat or Kavanagh for previously sponsoring
this bill both in Assenbly and in Senate.

Under current New York |aw, an

i ndi vi dual who applies for a firearmlicense is
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subject to a nmental health background check
That is done by reviewing the records of the
appropriate office of the Departnent of Menta
Health. It was determ ned that under current
statute that review of the records in this state
agency woul d be sufficient to reveal any nental
health records of a person domiciled in New York
St at e.

However, in 2015 the O fice of Court
Adm ni stration proposed this legislation, as a
result of a civil court case involving a New York
resi dent who happened to be dom cil ed outside
New York. This case reveal ed a | oophol e that
woul d in essence allow a person who is a New York
resident, but does not permanently live in
New York, to avoid a nmental health background
check when applying for a license, because
there's no language in the statute that refers to
obtai ning nental health records from an agency
ot her than the New York O fice of Mental Health.

This legislation fixes this
uni nt ended and unanti ci pated | oophole. The bill
requires that where an applicant for a firearm
license in New York is a resident, but that

they're domiciled outside New York, there nust be
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an investigation of the records of the state in
whi ch the applicant is domciled. |If necessary,
t he applicant would be required to waive any
confidentiality laws to enable the state to
review the nental health record of another state.

This is a commpbnsense and a
reasonabl e change to the current regulation to
ensure that all New York State residents who
apply for a firearmpermt, whether they are
dom ciled in New York or not, nust be subject to
a full review of nmental health records held by
the state where they are domiciled. This is
necessary to ensure the proper enforcenent of
New York State |aws and the safety of its
resi dents.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.
Senat or Anedore recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,
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that was Senator Kaplan's first bill to pass the
Senate. Congratul ati ons.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now nove to continue with the
controversial reading of the calendar with
Cal endar Nunmber 81, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 81,
by Senator Kam nsky, Senate Print 101A, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo, why do you rise?

SENATOR CGRI FFO M. President, |
ask that you recogni ze Senat or Funke and
Senator Ortt on the bill before the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Funke.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for a

coupl e of questions?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wl |
t he sponsor -- the sponsor yields.

SENATOR FUNKE: Great, thank you.

| s the sponsor aware that there are
conpetitive high school rifle and shotgun trap
teans within New York State, and could you
expl ain why conpetitive rifle or shotgun trap
shooting teans were not exenpted fromthis | aw?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, our understanding is nost of the
hi gh school s and m ddl e school s using such
classes use air rifles.

But we certainly believe that the
i dea of keeping | oaded guns out of schools is an
i mportant proposition. Cearly if there's
i nformation down the road that's curtailing such
legitimate cl asses, it's sonething we would

consi der.

SENATOR FUNKE: Is that air rifles?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

SENATOR FUNKE: | s the sponsor
aware of the --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or, are you asking the sponsor to yield for

a guestion?
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SENATOR FUNKE: Yes. Through you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or, do you yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FUNKE: | s the sponsor
aware of the Gun-Free School Zones Act passed at
the federal level in 1990 and the provisions of
t he federal Qun-Free School Zones Act that
prohi bit possession of firearns on school grounds
but | eave exenptions as part of an approved
school program such as a conpetitive shooting
t eanf?

And given that we already have that
act in place at the federal |evel, why does the
sponsor believe that this bill is necessary?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President. |If sonmeone is duly licensed to
carry and a school board authorizes that person,
a teacher or other school enployee, to carry on
school grounds, that would currently be permtted
under the | aw.

This | aw woul d seek to address that
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and nmake sure that classroomteachers are not
going to be carrying or in possession of |oaded
weapons, even despite that federal regul ation.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor yield for another
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FUNKE: Clearly this bil
is designed to prohibit teachers from carrying
firearns. Notw thstandi ng any section of |aw of
the contrary, it says no school shall authorize a
teacher to carry a firearm thus avoiding the
uni nt ended consequences.

Wiy not just wite a bill that says
teachers can't carry firearns?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | think this is a better bill than
t hat .

SENATOR FUNKE: On the bill,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

806

Funke on the bill.

SENATOR FUNKE: What | see in this
bill is something | see in many bills that we've
considered so far this session:

Wel | -intentioned, poorly witten, not properly
vetted, with negative unintended consequences.

The goal of this bill is to nmake
sure that teachers can't be armed. And | nmay or
may not agree with that goal, but a bill saying
that at |east would be clear-cut and
straightforward. This one is not. And | believe
it's going to deprive athletes in our shooting
sports opportunities to conpete at the highest
| evel s of their sport.

Wen we tal k about guns in this
chanber, we tend to always tal k about and debate
mur derous, illegal activity. And we don't talk
enough about the recreational side of gun
ownership. You see, in upstate New York there
are conpetitive shooting teanms attached to
schools. Those downstate m ght not be aware of
that or care about that, but those of us upstate
certainly do. And it's just a way that our
culture is a little bit different upstate than it

is in New York City.
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Seventy high school teans with 1300
students conpeted in the State C ay Target
Chanpi onshi ps, a big conpetition held at
West Point every year.

This bill effectively robs our
future generations of young people from having
the opportunity to learn howto intelligently,
safely and properly handle firearns when they
woul d ot herwi se not have the nentors or the
financial neans to do that. Not everybody can
join a gun club. The fact of the matter is that
t hese conpetitions and the practice sessions that
happen each and every day, with shotguns and with
rifles and with thousands of students
partici pating across New York, are inportant.

W have several nenbers of the USA
Nat i onal Devel opment Shooting Team And the
A ynpic Biathlon Team fromour state, as well as
A ynpic nedalists in shooting sports, including
Jason Turner, who won a Bronze Medal in 2008.

In conpetitive high school rifle
shooting, 19 -- 19 of the last 31 individual
stat e chanpi ons have been femal e.

Thanks to this bill, the opportunity

for future youth to be all they can be is being
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ri pped fromunder them The chance to be part of
a team building lifelong relationships and
character while chasing the height of athletic
achi evenent, an A ynpic nmedal, will be thrown
away. And that is the reason that | vote nay.
Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

SENATOR ORTT: Wbul d t he sponsor
yield to a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you. Through
you, M. President.

| s the sponsor supportive of the
concept of local control, the concept where |ocal
school districts elected by that community and
adm nistrators hired by that school board make
decisions that are in the best interest of their
students and teachers?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President, | certainly understand the point,
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and in many situations that makes sense. In this
case | don't believe it does. And having a
bl anket |aw that prohibits classroomteachers
frombeing armed | think is nuch safer and nakes
nore sense.

| think back to nmy fourth or
fifth-grade classroom and | wonder where
M ss Traven or M ss Meisel or my English teacher,
M. Epstein, would have kept a | oaded weapon in
his classroom | wonder whether they would have
put it on his or her person and what happens if
sonmeone woul d have to break up a fight.

| can't think of any space where
only a teacher could be guaranteed to have access
to that weapon, yet nobody else. And there are,
unfortunately, replete exanpl es throughout our
soci ety of when this has happened and gone w ong.

Si nce Parkl and, which we will
address nonentarily, over 250 school districts
have decided to armteachers as a result. It's
been in the Parkl and Comm ssion Report, it's
sonmet hing the president has advocated for
repeatedly. But we can't ignore the nunber of
situations in which a gun in a school has not

gone right.
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Just in Suffolk County recently
there was a school resource officer who left a
gun on the bathroom sink. There are students who
accidentally fired a liaison officer's hol stered
gun in February, just about a year ago.

So | understand the point of |ocal
control, but we believe that in this case it is
nor e dangerous to have a gun within a school and
al so distracts us fromthe real problens, which
are taking dangerous weapons out of the hands of
danger ous peopl e.

And when we decide that the answer
are nore guns and school s becone an arned canp,
then what's to stop sonebody going to a novie
theater or a grocery store or a deranged person
going to City Hall or to any office?

So we believe that despite our
preference for wanting school boards to use the
power that they've been given by the people who
elect them that this is the w ser course.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: So just so I'm
clear, M. President, so ny understanding of that
answer is the sponsor believes in |ocal control
sonmetimes. And he's free at some point to nmaybe
di sabuse ne of that notion.

The sponsor referenced SROs, an SRO
|l eft a gun on a sink, and wants guns out of
school. Does the sponsor support SRCs and the
ability for themto carry weapons in school s?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes, the bill
permts that if there is sonebody -- through you,
M. President -- who is licensed by the state to
carry, is a licensed security personnel who can
be arned, a school can opt to have that person
arnmed in a school

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: How nmany educat i onal
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institutions, to the sponsor's know edge, have
i ssued witten authorization for a non-police
officer to carry a firearn®

SENATCOR KAM NSKY: | have no idea.

SENATCOR ORTT: M. President, |
didn't hear the answer.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: | have no idea.

SENATCOR ORTT: You have no i dea,
okay. Do you know if this -- through you,

M. President, does the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Does the sponsor
know of any instances in our state, in New York
wher e soneone has been harned or killed due a
teacher or staff nenber carrying a legally owned
firearnf

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | cannot say | know of any
i nstances where soneone's been harnmed by it. But

| certainly know t here have been cases where guns
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have been unsecured and peopl e have been pl aced
in harm s way.

But thankfully the idea of doing
government well is you, you know, try to put the
traffic light on the intersection before the
accident, so to speak. So we obviously want to
pass this before such a harm could occur.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, does the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ORTT: Under the bill,

M. President, what would constitute school
grounds?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: School grounds
is currently defined in the Education Law.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Wbul d t he sponsor
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elucidate nme on that definition?

SENATCOR KAM NSKY: | will elucidate
away. One nonent.

Through you, M. President, it is a
bui | di ng or grounds used for educational purposes
of any school, college or university.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield -- the sponsor vyields.

SENATOR ORTT: So ny under st andi ng
of that would be that if a teacher who had a
pistol permt and was licensed to carry had a
firearm a pistol in his car in the parking |ot,
that would constitute a violation under this
bill.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yeah, it
depends -- | mean, this is certainly nothing to
make |ight of, but it depends if the parking |ot
is used for an educational purpose.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to

yi el d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: In the sponsor's |
guess opinion, M. President, does he feel that
a-- if there was a shooter at a school, who
coul d apprehend that shooter faster, an on-site
school enployee, be it SRO or a teacher, or an
of f-site responder?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | certainly understand what the
Senator's point is. But our goal should be to
ensure, to the best of our ability, that nobody
with bad intent is bringing a | oaded gun to
school so that there can be a shooting in the
first place.

And this is a point that both sides
have nmade repeatedly. This means nore noney to
school s to harden their infrastructure, nore
mental health counseling. But it also has to
nmean addressing the person and the weapon, and
that's certainly what we're trying to do today in

a targeted, limted fashion. And certainly we'l|

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

816

take that up with Senator Kavanagh's | egislation.

But this bill means a few things.
It neans that we believe there would be nore harm
havi ng a teacher roam ng the hallways | ooking for
an active shooter than there would be if the
teacher was putting himor herself in a safe
position and waiting for the proper |icensed and
trained authorities to take that on.

|'ve tal ked to hundreds of teachers,
99.9 percent of whomdon't want this
responsibility and just want to make sure that
their |leaders are trying to keep them as safe as
possi bl e and not putting themin that aw ul
posi tion.

So of course there will be nmany
ti mes where sonmeone who has a weapon on his or
her person will be the first person on the scene.
But there's also going to be plenty of tines
where a gun is going to be left in the bathroom
or soneone gets, God forbid, shot in the
crossfire. O a teacher cones around a corner
and shoots sonebody who's not the active shooter.
These are all situations we want to avoid.

The superintendent of the Rockville

Centre School District, who's very well

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

817

respected, once said it to ne in a fol ksy but
very succinct way: You don't solve problenms with
nore probl ens.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ORTT: | think | heard the
sponsor say that he did support school resource
officers. So I'll ask the question again nore
specific, but |I just want to hear the answer.

Does the sponsor believe that the
presence of trained, arnmed individuals in schools
hel ps keep school s safer?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President, it depends who they are. Not
cl assroom t eachers.

SENATOR ORTT: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ORTT: Wul d t he sponsor be
willing to include or publicly state his support
to include noney in the State Budget so that
every school who wanted an SRO coul d have one?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Cearly the idea is to give al
of our schools -- every child is equal no nmatter
where they live in New York State -- have the
opportunity to have the safest school possible.

So to the extent we can, we should
be giving school s whatever resources they need to
be safe, nake sure their students are physically
and nmentally healthy and protected. So of course
| share that sentinent.

SENATCOR ORTT: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott on the bill.

SENATOR ORTT: | thank the sponsor
for the back-and-forth.

You know, there were severa
statenents that were nmade that | think sort of

identify nmy opposition and many of my coll eagues,
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and the flaws in this bill.

The notion that -- the sponsor said
several tinmes we should be renoving all guns from
school s, when we know that nmany of these
shootings occur in gun-free zones to begin wth.
That's not an accident. Those are soft targets,
whi ch neans shooters, people who nmay have nenta
ill ness or what el se have you, they seek out soft
targets, in many cases schools, because they know
there is no one else to stop them on what ever
darmage or nurderous ranpage they want to go on

So renovi ng and denyi ng sonmeone
their constitutionally protected and al ready
exercised right is problenmatic enough. Wat this
bill really is about, now we're telling school
districts.

So | ast week we heard a | ot about,
or a couple of weeks ago, local control and APRR
and decoupl i ng and educati on and school s shoul d
be made to allow to do that, and teachers should
be focused on teaching and nothing el se. But now
we want teachers to be nmental health
pr of essi onal s.

And we're also telling schoo

districts, who are elected by their constituents,
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that you actually cannot neke decisions that you
feel could rmake your school safer.

It's really not about what the
sponsor believes or anyone else in this chanber
believes. [It's about what those el ected school
board adm nistrators and parents believe makes
their schools safer. That's why you have an
el ected school board and why you have
superi nt endent s.

And so while people in this room may
not agree with that decision -- which | nay add
we' re unaware, the sponsor, even nyself is
unaware that there's been a school district that
has actually issued such an authorization. So
this is, to ne, yet another solution in search of
a problem at best.

But, you know, we believe in |ocal
control sonetines, we believe in rights
sonmetimes -- except when, it seens in this
chanber nore and nore, and in this city and in
this state nore and nore, when it cones to the
rights of gun owners, when it conmes to the rights
prot ected under the Second Amendnment. Those
rights are sort of fuzzy. Those rights are sort

of fungible. W could kind of nmess around with
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t hose ones.

And that is a problemfor ne, | know
it's a problemfor many of ny constituents, and
it should be a problemfor anyone in this room
Because if you can nmess around with the Second
Amendrent, if you can restrict that, it's going
to make our schools |less safe, which |I believe
this bill actually nakes it |ess safe.

This is about politics. The
presi dent and sone conservatives across the
country made a statement earlier |ast year they
want ed teachers to be armed. So now we're
actually going in the other direction and saying
we prevent them from being armed or even
considering it.

And so for those reasons, along with
a host of other ones on this whol e package,

M. President, | vote nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Lanza on the bill.
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SENATOR LANZA: | rise to state the
reasons why | will be voting in the negative on
this piece of legislation. Aside fromthe flaws
that I think were so aptly pointed out by ny
col | eagues Senator Funke and Senator Ott, | have
ot her concerns.

You know, we're all concerned about
school safety. And there is a lot that we can do
to make our schools safer for our children. |
woul d submt to ny coll eagues here, though, that
this legislation is nothing nore than a political
red herring. It does nothing to advance the
cause of safety in our schools.

| take ny col | eague Senator
Kam nsky's characterization of Mss Traven and
M ss Meisel that they ought not carry guns. But
the fact of the matter is, M. President, no one
is proposing that every teacher in the State of
New York ought to be armed. No one is even
suggesting that nost or any teacher nust be
ar med.

But this |egislation would
guarantee, in those rare instances where it m ght
be appropriate and prudent in certain school

districts where you have certain opportunities to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

823

allow that to happen -- for instance, you m ght
have a teacher, a wonan who went through

West Point, fought, defended this country in
conbat and is now a teacher, who m ght want to
vol unteer to be part of the school safety net and
carry a firearm That school district nust say
no to that person if this beconmes | aw

You may have a former police officer
who in the sane way m ght want to bring their
experience, their training, and incorporate what
they bring to the table in order to be part of
the safety net of that school. Again, that
school district nust say no. And | think that
doesn't make any sense what soever.

|"ve heard this idea that nore guns
is not the answer. But certainly guns in the
appropriate hands is the answer. O herw se, we
woul d strip guns fromour police officers and our
troopers. W wouldn't have arned air marshals on
our planes, which we know is effective.

So again, guns in the right hands
can be part of the solution, part of the defense
of our children.

You know, as long as this state

refuses to put an arned police officer in every
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school, ny fear, as long as we keep tal ki ng about
bills like this, is that the only bad guys
carrying guns -- the only people carrying guns in
schools are going to be the bad guys. And that's
a problem And this bill does not address that
in any way, shape or form \Wen it cones to
school safety, this bill msses the nmark

horri bly, pun intended.

|"mgoing to vote in the negative on
this legislation. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
is closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Chapter 363 of the Laws of 2018.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ranzenhofer to explain his vote.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Yes, thank

you, M. President. | rise today to explain ny
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vot e.

And if this bill was sinply a bill
whi ch said that they' re banning teachers being
trained and using themas the first |ine of
defense in schools, then I would support that,
because | don't believe in arm ng ny daughter's
nmusi ¢ teacher or ny son's French teacher.

But to pass a bill which says that
sonmebody who is licensed to carry a firearm and
t hey cannot be on the school grounds, and as a
result, you're breaking the law, is wong.

If you live in the town that | live
in, the Town of Amherst, and you are a police
of ficer and you want to pick up your kids after
school and you're going to be breaking the | aw by
driving onto the school grounds because you have
a gun, that is wong.

I f you are a teacher in the school
and you have a license to carry that gun, you've
been trained, to say that you can't even keep it
in the parking | ot but you have to keep it at
home, that is wong.

| f you want to say that if you have
a shooting club at the Carence H gh School in ny

district, where you have 20 or so students
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participating in a sport which they feel is very
important and their parents feel is very

i mportant, and you are now breaking the law if
you carry on that shooting club, | believe that
IS wrong.

So for those reasons, M. President,
"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Seei ng
and hearing no other Senators wi shing to explain
their vote, Senator Kam nsky to close.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,

M. President.

| wish we didn't have to take this
topic up today. | wish this were another ho-hum
day in January where we coul d be doing ot her
mundane things. But because our | eaders
t hroughout the country and cl oser to hone have
really done al nost nothing in the face of nass
shootings in our schools, today's action is
absol utely necessary.

| wish these nanes were not singed
in our mnds, etched in our brains. Las Vegas
now nmeans sonething different to us.

Virginia Tech nmeans sonething different to us.

San Bernardino is not just sone city in
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California. And Parkland is not just a city in

Fl ori da.

Massacre after massacre, and we here
sit -- if we're fortunate enough, thankfully, not
to be part of it -- in front of our TV screens

wat chi ng students with their hands over their
heads paraded out of schools and wonder when is
sonmebody goi ng to do sonet hing.

Now, the reaction by many across the
country has been to armteachers. That is wong,
and that is a mistake. And | will say nore on
that in a mnute. But the people who hel ped get
us here and hel ped understand this are two. One
group are the young students that | and nany of
us have talked to in the hundreds in the course
of the last year. They decided after Parkland
that they were not just going to go to school and
take their tests and go hone. They deci ded that
if no one's going to speak up for them they were
going to speak up for thensel ves.

And today's | egislation that many of
us have carried -- and Senator Kavanagh wi ||
speak about nonentarily, and that our |eader has
brought us here to introduce and pass today -- is

the result of students saying: No nore. W
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demand t hat you understand that our |ives nmatter.
And ny conversations with students all over ny
di strict has sharpened ny focus on this issue.

But nore inportantly, ny focus on
this issue and this inportant bill was sharpened
by Li nda Bei gel - Schul man.

Li nda, none of us will ever be able
to understand what you and your husband have
experienced and the depths of sorrow that you
carry. But | do know this. You're the strongest
person | know. And to be able to light a candle
i nstead of curse the darkness, and to have
travel ed fromone end of the state to the other
tal ki ng about what this neans, has neant
everything to ne.

And when you said to me "My son
woul d never want to have the responsibility of
bei ng arnmed and woul d not want to have the
guestion asked in his interview, 'Wuld you be a
teacher who would carry if we asked,'" and who
made the ultimate sacrifice protecting his kids,
not thinking about his firearmor howto get it,
told me everything | needed to know about this
i ssue.

More guns are not the solution. It
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is amtter of time before an innocent teacher
and an i nnocent young person are injured or worse
when we introduce | oaded weapons into the school.
And it is not true that a police officer driving
onto school grounds is now prohibited from doing
so under this bill. This has to do with who --
whi ch school enpl oyee a school board is
authorized to say may possess a weapon. And
school resource officers still can; that option
is still available.

But we've suffered needlessly too
much. And | understand the schools that have
wanted to armteachers. Wth no help com ng and
with no security whatsoever that there won't be
armed madnmen wal king into their schools with
guns, they're doing whatever they can. But in
New York, we do not have to resort to that. W
could invest in nmental health. W could harden
the infrastructure of our schools. But you'd
better believe it, we've got to take dangerous
weapons out of the hands of dangerous peopl e.
That's what today is about.

And when it conmes to adding guns to
the problem today we are sayi ng no, enough is

enough.
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Li nda, your guiding |ight was ny
inspiration. | proudly thank our |eader and vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 81 are
Senat ors Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci, Boyle,

Fl anagan, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward,
Tedi sco and Young.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we previously laid aside tenporarily Senate
Cal endar Nunber 93, by Senator Mayer. Can we
pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 93,
by Senator Mayer, Senate Print 2449, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Seei ng
and hearing no other Senators wi shing to explain
their vote, Senator Mayer, followed by Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, to close.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to explain nmy vote on an
i nportant part of this package. And | want to
gi ve thanks to our Majority Leader, ny coll eague
from Yonkers, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, to
t he advocates, and to ny col | eagues, who have
been relentless in insisting that we enact a
package of gun safety bills, reasonable gun

safety bills, to nove this state ahead.
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The bill that | am sponsoring that |
am t al ki ng about today begins the process of
devel opi ng uni form st at ew de practices and
policies for gun buyback prograns. This is an
i dea which has so nuch nerit and has great
success. And it will certainly have greater
success as we nove ahead and have the State
Pol i ce devel op gui del i nes and encourage police
departments throughout the state to adopt these
progr ans.

|"m particularly proud because the
City of Yonkers Police Departnent has had a gun
hot-tip programthat this is based on which has
resulted in over 200 guns comng off the streets
of the City of Yonkers, people being paid for
their guns and encouraged to come in and take
t hose guns out of circulation.

One of the reasons that | am such a
strong proponent of this gun safety neasure is
because of the experience of the Nolan famly.
And they're here today in the chanber with us.

M chael Nol an, on COctober 8, 2015,
was nurdered due to a tragic gun violence
incident in Yonkers. Mchael had graduated from

Saunders Trade and Techni cal H gh School, a
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6 foot-8-inch, |left-handed pitcher and star
athlete. Mchael was drafted to play for the
Cakl and A's when his life was tragically cut
short.

The Nolan famly -- his parents,
Donna and Ji my, and his brother Janes, who is
here today -- have absolutely taken up the mantle
of changing their tragedy into something
positive. And | want to give particular thanks
to Janes. He has worked with the Yonkers Police
Departnment to make this programwork. He has
worked with me and my col |l eagues in the Assenbly
to ensure that we nove this state ahead to adopt
a uniform effective gun violence programthat
i nvol ves returning of unsafe and illegal guns and
taking themoff the streets.

Today we are taking tragedy and
turning it into positive policy. | cannot thank
t hem enough for their |eadership, for their
courage, for their ability to transformthe worst
personal nightmare into a positive step for al
New Yorkers. So thank you for your |eadership
Thank you for all ny coll eagues for being such
strong advocates for this bill.

And | ook forward to its passage
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and signing by the Governor so that we can nove
ahead and have nore effective gun safety neasures
in New York. | vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Majority Leader Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise also to thank ny col |l eague
and friend Shelley Mayer for carrying this bill
in this house.

| really also want to pay tribute to
the Nolans. This is not the first tine | have
had an opportunity, with ny coll eagues, to pass
| egislation that will inmpact not only their
lives but the lives of people in New York State
in a positive way.

| think that this day is filled with
actions that reflect what has happened on a
personal |evel to people right here in the
chanber. It is a small step and again a great
tribute to your courage, taking tragedy and
making it a mssion, frankly, to alleviate the

suffering and harmthat would cone to others.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

835

This bill is one of those bills.
It's a bill that very sinply says we can
encourage guns that are on the street, that could
possibly fall in the hands of people who should
not have them to be brought in, no questions
asked. You get a reward, and a gun is no | onger
avai |l abl e to be m sused.

And on a personal |evel, when ny
br ot her came back from Vi etnam he had weapons.
He was in the senior citizens housing apartnent,
you know, where ny parents lived, and it was |ike
he didn't know -- he was going to nove somewhere,
and he's like, "Here, hold ny gun.”

My nother left that gun up there.
She was afraid to do anything with this gun. She
didn't want to touch the gun. She didn't want to
have to turn in the gun because -- she could have
obvi ously expl ai ned, but she didn't want soneone
to m sunderstand, Wiy do you have a gun? She
didn't want to walk in, you know, this black
wonman in the Bronx with a -- you know, |'ve got a
gun. She was afraid.

This program established uniformy
across the state, will take guns out of the hands

of peopl e who shouldn't have them and take guns
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of f the hands of people |like my nother, who
woul dn' t know what to do about it.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to also thank our Majority
Leader for bringing this whol e package, including
this particular one, and Senator Mayer for
sponsoring this bill.

And | just want to acknow edge that
this is a very, very inportant program |It's
been done certainly in Brooklyn, the county where
| cone from especially in my own district. And
it's very interesting that it is a great program
that's done in churches in particular. 1t allows
the church to be a place where people can cone
and di spose of their weapons.

And | want to just acknow edge that
it has really been an outstandi ng pronotion being
done by the district attorneys in particul ar.

And a few weeks ago, as recently as

a few weeks ago when | was visiting and neeting
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with a group of people in Sing Sing prison, and
they were -- they have been part of trying to
raise a little bit of noney, with their

10-cent s-an-hour jobs, to do a buyback, to have
us do a buyback that they woul d sponsor fromthe
i nside, because they realize how inportant it is
to get guns off the streets even though they are
i ncarcerated thensel ves.

So | thank you for this. It is a
very inportant program And | think we can nake
a big difference in how many guns there are
floating around in the community, especially in
comunities |ike mne, where so many -- so often
youngsters get their hands on a gun and it's
really a problem because they bring it -- they
are -- the access to those weapons cone from

careless adults in their conmmunity and their

famly.

So thank you. And, M. President, |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
M. President. Good afternoon, mny colleagues.

| rise today -- and | heard the
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pri mary sponsor, Shelley Mayer, speak on this,
and our | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins. But |
felt it necessary to speak, and | asked for
perm ssion to speak after they -- not because |
wanted to speak after them but because of this
program the gun buyback program

| want to tal k about a worman by the
name of Jacki e Rowe-Adans. And Jacki e Rowe- Adans
is a nother that had two young nen, her sons,
shot and killed. Different tinmes, not at the
same tinme. And Jackie took her grief and energy
and started an organi zation call ed Harl em Mot hers
S.AV.E

And | say to you, you didn't want to
be a nenber of that club, that organi zati on,
because that organi zati on was not hers who had
children that died due to gun violence. And
obvi ously so many peopl e being shot and kill ed,
so it's Harlem Mothers and Fathers S.A V.E. And
they have their office, and they go and deal with
grief with parents that have lost their children
and others to gun violence, and bring theminto
the famly in order to continue to give themthe
support that they need and to let all of them

wor k together in order to stop gun viol ence.
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And |'ve been involved in gun
buyback prograns in Manhattan with Jackie
Rowe- Adans. And in fact |I've told ny
constituents, "Don't be afraid, go and give the
gun in. You'll get, you know, a hundred dollars
or whatever, $200, and they will give you a
recei pt, and you take it to another |ocation to
get the noney."

|"ve also said, "If you are afraid,
then give ne a call. 1'lIl come and get the gun
and hand it in, because they said that every gun
off the street saves a life."

And so | thank the sponsors,
understanding that -- | understand people's right
to legally own guns, but there are a | ot of guns
out there that are not owned legally. And we
have to get all of those off the street. And any
ones that are |legal that are just hangi ng around
in your nother's house, your uncle's house, that
are not doing anything, hand themin. Let's get
t hese weapons of f the street.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

Very briefly, | just wanted to thank
t he sponsor for this very inportant piece of
| egi slation. As has been echoed by ny
col | eagues, | just wanted to nmake sure that |
made a note and nake sure | thanked ny district
attorney, D.A Darcel dark, for what she's been
doing in the Bronx with these gun buyback
prograns. They are extrenely well attended. And
as Senat or Jackson alluded to, one less gun is
one |ife saved.

| really think that these prograns
can be very successful if we have the
opportunity, as Senator Mayer has put forth in
this piece of legislation, to have them go around
the state. Because when we | ook at gun viol ence,
it'"s not just an inner-city problem Alifeis a

life regardless of the zip code in which they

reside in.

So | amlooking forward to the
signature of this legislation by -- signature by
the Governor on this legislation, and I | ook

forward to seeing this around the state so that

we can save lives everywhere in the State of
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New Yor k.
| vote aye, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.
SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.
| support gun buyback prograns. |
have no issue with that. | applaud the

| egi sl ation getting passed today, although |I did
not support it. | wanted to explain why.

| feel like once again we're only
taking a half a step forward. The |egislation
may be great, but wthout the funding behind it,
how can we host these events throughout the
counties in New York State? | know it's not
mandated that this would be done, but if we want
to have a truly effective program we need to
come up with the noney behind it.

| did not see in the Governor's
budget any funding for this program [|'m not
sure -- |'mhopeful that the Majority is going to
make sure that there is noney in our budget to be
able to cover these types of progranms across

New York State.
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Thank you, M. President. | vote
nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 93 are
Senat ors Amedore, Antonacci, Gallivan, Helm ng,
Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchie, Seward, Tedi sco and Young.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Bi aggi .

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
M. President.

Can we now go to Cal endar Number 95,
by Senator Kavanagh, and take that up at this
tinme.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 95,
by Senator Kavanagh, Senate Print 2451, an act to
amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es and the

Penal Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo, why do you rise?

SENATOR CGRI FFO M. President, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
woul d ask that you waive the readi ng of that
anendnent and that you call upon Senator Gallivan
for an expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Giffo.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATCR GRI FFO I n that case,

M. President, | would appeal the ruling of the
chair and ask that you recogni ze Senator @Gallivan
to be heard on such ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senator @Gl livan may be heard.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Thi s anendnment has nuner ous

provi sions; | make an argunent that they all are
germane. First 1'll speak to sections 3 to 10.
This provision is gernane because the bill before
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t he house prevents individuals from accessing
firearns, rifles and shotguns when such

i ndi vi dual s have been deened, through the
judicial process, as likely to engage in conduct
that would result in serious harmto thensel ves
or others.

The Mental Hygi ene Law additionally
provi des that persons who are nentally ill and
dangerous cannot legally retain or obtain a
firearm This provision of the amendnent to the
bill before the house, known as Kendra's Law,
sponsored by Senator Young, would expressly
i nprove care and nonitoring for people with
serious nental illness. As such, it would help
to assure the very intent of the bill before us
by further protecting the public from persons who
are, by reason of their nmental illness, a danger
to thensel ves or others, and thereby prevent them
fromobtaining a firearm

Sections 11 to 14 deal with the
school resource officer program And very
interesting, in earlier debate, a nunber of the
proposal s that are part of this anmendnment were
supported in the debate by Senat or Kam nsky.

This provision is gernane because it
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follows the intent of the bill before the house
to provide inproved public protection from
unlawful Iy used firearns in school facilities
t hrough the depl oynment of school safety officers.

The provision of this anmendnent
woul d nore specifically define the term "school
resource officer” to include a retired police
officer, retired deputy sheriff or retired state
trooper, or an active duty police officer, deputy
sheriff or state trooper. It would authorize
school districts to hire school resource officers
or contract with the state, a county, city, town
or village for their services. It would define
the role of a school resource officer as
provi ding i nproved public safety and/or security
on school grounds. It would al so authorize
school resource officers to carry and possess
firearns during the course of their duties if
licensed to do so.

It would al so establish a school
resource officer education aid programto
rei nburse school districts for the cost of hiring
a school resource officer, and grant retired
police officers peace officer status when they

are enpl oyed by a school district as a school
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resource officer.

Sections 15 to 21 of the amendnent
have to do with securing school facilities. And
| would argue that they're gernane because this
follows the intent of the bill before the house
to provide inproved public protection from
unlawful Iy used firearns in school facilities
t hrough specific neasures to secure school
facilities.

The provisions of this amendnent
woul d, nore specifically:

Nunber one, require that two of the
four annual | ockdown drills conducted by school s
during the 12 enmergency drills be active shooter
drills, and further provides that schools can
request that the school safety inprovenent teans
that were established in the SAFE Act issue
recommendat i ons on how school s can properly
conduct such | ockdown and active shooter drills.

Two, it establishes a new programto
equi p teachers and ot her school personnel with
personal safety alarns to be used in cases of
energency; require the Conm ssioner of Education
to pronul gate regul ations to provide for the

di stribution of safety buttons to teachers and
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such ot her personnel; and makes the cost of such
safety al arns an ai dabl e expense.

And three, it provides state
education aid for school districts that expand
resources to acquire safety technol ogy and
i nprove security of their facilities.

Sections 22 and 23 of the anmendnent
is al so gernmane, because like the bill before the
house, it would provide protection fromthe
unl awful use of firearns by enhancing nenta
heal th services, treatnent and counseling in
schools. This provision of this anendnent woul d
specifically direct the Comm ssioner of Education
to conduct an investigation and submt a report
regardi ng school counsel ors, school social
wor kers and school psychol ogists. It would al so
require that the report detail the nunmber of ful
and part-time school counselors, school soci al
wor kers and school psychol ogists in each school,
the ratio of students to the nunber of school
counselors, the ratio of students to the nunber
of school social workers, and the ratio of
students to the nunber of school psychol ogists in
each school, and whether the school counsel or,

school social worker or school psychologist is
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provi di ng counsel i ng assi stance to nore than one
school

And finally, this would further
require that after such report is issued, the
commi ssi oner rnust prepare a proposal on howto
i ncrease the nunber of school counselors, schoo
soci al workers, and school psychol ogists to neet
nationally accepted ratios, taking into
consi deration the specific needs of
i ndi vidual i zed school districts and the region in
whi ch such school district is |ocated.

|"d request, M. President, that you
reconsi der your ruling and rule this anendnent
ger mane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator. | want to rem nd the house that
the vote is on the procedures of the house and
the ruling of the chair. Those in favor of
overruling the chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCR GRI FFO A show of hands is
request ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

(Show of hands.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Seei ng and hearing no others, debate
i s closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

Suicide is an epidemc in New York
The rate of suicide over the |last 20 years has
risen 30 percent in this state, and it's gone up
hi gher in our rural areas than in our cities.

Wen | was 16 years old, ny closest
friend commtted suicide, and | know the ripple

effect that it has on the famly, on the friends,
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on the school commnity, on so many peopl e who
wonder what coul d we have done.

| vote aye on this bill because it
gi ves an additional tool, sonething that we can
do to rally around people in our comunities who
are experiencing suicidal ideation who m ght take
their own |ives.

| vote aye on this bill on behal f of
the famlies that m ght be spared the pain of
finding a | oved one who has shot himor herself.
| ndi ana and Connecticut have enacted | aws |ike
this and seen their suicide rates go down, and |
am proud that in New York we may be able to start
seei ng our suicide rates go down as well.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gaughran to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
M. President.

Twenty years ago this April, the
nati on was shocked with the horrors of Col unbine
and the shooting there. And since, it's becone

al nrost commonpl ace -- shootings in our schools,
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our houses of worship, malls, workplaces, night
clubs, the list goes on.

And then of course it took the
sensel ess | oss at Newt own before New York passed
t he SAFE Act, which was a very inportant |aw and
a maj or step. But we haven't taken a | ot of
steps since, and today we're doing that.

And we tal ked earlier about the
tragedy in Parkland, Florida. And what happened
out of that was the young people across this
country, including many in this state and many
who live in nmy district, decided to take action
on their own, denmanding that we as adults do
better, demanding that we put their lives first.

So that is why | amtoday supporting
all of the legislation, the commonsense
| egi slation that we've discussed earlier. This
Red Flag Law is so essential, because | believe
Par kl and, Florida, the tragedy there and so nany
ot hers, these people would still be alive today.

The steps that we're taking in
New York today are not going to stop all gun
viol ence and deaths in New York. W know that.
We know t he federal governnent has to act. But |

can guarantee you that every single one of them
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will save sone |ives.
So -- and again, in honor of
Scott Beigel, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Boyle to explain his vote.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,
M. President. To explain ny vote.

| " m going to support this
legislation. | wish it did not include school
adm nistrators. But | think the idea of having
| aw enforcenent, district attorneys, and ot her
fam |y and househol d nenbers who are going to see
firsthand -- we see over and over again after
t hese tragedies -- the nother of the defendant in
Par kl and, begging the police officers that her
son's in trouble, don't let himhave guns. It
happens over and over again.

The fam |y nmenbers, other |aw
enf orcenent people, these are the people who
shoul d have the ability to go to a judge and have
these firearns taken away until the person is
feeling better or in a better state of m nd.

| will just speak very quickly about

t he anendment that was offered on resource
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of ficers. W cannot think about having no guns
in our schools, because we do need to have

trai ned | aw enforcenent officials and school
resource officers having these guns. [|'ll point
out a piece of legislation that was passed in
this body | ast year by Senator Martinez -- not
Moni ca Martinez, but Litzy Martinez, from
Brentwood. She was taking part in the Youth in
Government YMCA program and they passed a pi ece
of legislation that said arned guards shoul d be
in all of our schools. These are m ddle school
kids. Litzy and her co-senator, who was named
Preci ous Johnson, sixth- and sevent h-graders from
Brentwood. You may know Brentwood -- Ms-13, a

| ot of violence there.

They passed | egi sl ati on passed by
all students from New York State, in the Assenbly
and the Senate, to ask for armed guards. The
pur pose of the bill was to nake school safer and
prevent a school shooting while getting educat ed.

The justification: "One reason why
| want armed guards in schools is because if we
have arned guards it would be harder for schoo
shooters to harm anyone, because the arned guards

woul d be trained so they would know exactly what
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to do."

Litzy's last reason for having arned
guards in schools is that they have arned guards
injewelry stores. Wy wouldn't they have arned
guards in schools when there are living things
that are nore inportant than non-1living things?

Senat or Johnson and Senator Martinez
are absolutely right. | vote in favor of this
bill and hope we never see a school shooting in
New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise in order to support Cal endar
Nunber 95 by our col | eague Senator Kavanagh with
respect to the extrene risk protection orders.

W have heard all over the news
about people being killed by students and ot hers.
And |'d say that | would err on the side of
moving this bill than not noving it. Because
what are we going to say to parents and rel atives
of people if in fact people that were at ri sk,

and we don't have these energency risk protection
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orders, shot and killed?

There's a process if soneone, in the
opi nion of those that have the authority that's
witten in the bill -- in order to get perm ssion
fromthe court in order to get police officers to
go deal with the individual who may be at risk
And there's a process of appeal al so.

So | say that | would rather err on
safety rather than voting no on this particular
matter. So | vote aye in favor of this bill, and
| thank our coll eague Senator Kavanagh for noving
it forward, and Assenbl ymenber Sinon in the
Assenbly. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Carlucci to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank Senator Kavanagh
particularly for chanpioning this |egislation and
working with many of us in the conference on so
many of these pieces of legislation, and to al
t he sponsors of the package of bills that we' ve

passed today.
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And nost inportantly, | want to
t hank the advocates. |'mfortunate to have sone
friends in the gallery today from Rockl and
County, with Dorothy, Andrea, Scott and Sherry
that are here today. Thank you so much for your
advocacy in speaki ng up.

The sirens should be going off. W
have a crisis on our hands, there's no question
about it. Over 30,000 Anericans are killed due
to gun violence each year. The alarmbells
shoul d be going off. W should be doing
everything we possibly can to keep our children
and our communities safe.

And so | want to thank ny col |l eagues
for pushing this legislation, demanding that it
come to the floor, and nake sure that today, as
our | eader Andrea Stewart-Cousins said, that this
is just the beginning. That we know we're not
going to solve every one of our problens today,
but we're making a giant |eap forward.

And |'ve been honored to be nanmed as
the chairman of the Mental Health Conmittee, and
| want to use that ability to nake sure we're
going a step further, that we're not just going

to tal k about nmental health, we're going to take
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action and we're going to make sure that people
t hat need access to nmental health services are
going to get it.
But today we're taking action in
response to so many |lives that have been | ost.
Ni nety-four school shootings |ast year -- 94.
It's an epidemc. So | just want to thank ny
col | eagues for supporting this |legislation, al
t he advocates that have demanded action on this
i ssue. We're keeping our children safe, we're
taking a step forward to keep New Yorkers safe.
| support this |legislation and vote aye.
Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.
SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.
| rise to explain nmy no vote, not
only on this bill but the entire package that was
bef ore us today.
| strongly believe that by working
t oget her, we can and we nust protect our citizens
and safeguard the rights of |aw abiding gun

owners which the Constitution guarantees.
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During ny first termin office,
which | just conpleted, | spent a considerable
amount of time out in the district in an effort
to I earn what the concerns of the people |
represent are. This included holding nore than
32 town hall neetings in every corner of the
district.

And what | |earned and wanted to
share today is that the |aw abi ding gun owners
are some of the strongest advocates for increased
nmental health services and stricter sentencing
for violent offenders. Despite what sone people
may believe, no one wants a violent or dangerous
i ndi vi dual owning firearns.

In my opinion, the gun control
package pushed today has little to do with public
safety and everything to do with politics. If we
are serious about public safety and reducing
vi ol ence, we woul d support bills and put in place
t he adequate funding to increase nental health
prograns, to fund school resource officers, and
to strengthen penalties for violent crimnals.

The | egi sl ation passed today w ||
have uni ntended and far-reachi ng consequences.

Several of the bills duplicate federal |aws that
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are already on the books. Just like we saw with
t he passage of the SAFE Act, once again there has
been little effort to encourage public debate or
the appropriate scrutiny of the |egislation that
deals with something as inportant as public
safety and our constitutionally protected rights.

This is not the way that government
i s supposed to work, and | do not believe it's
going to make our communities safer. | took an
oath to uphold the Constitution of the
United States of Anerica, and | believe today's
actions infringe upon the rights of |aw abiding
citizens and violate the oath that | took.

| truly, truly look forward to the
day when we all set aside politics and pass
| egislation that will truly protect our citizens
wi t hout stripping the rights of |aw abiding
citizens. | vote no on this bill, and | voted no
on seven of the eight bills proposed today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Biaggi to explain her vote.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
M. President.
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| rise today in support of this
bill, and I comrend ny col | eague Senat or Kavanagh
as well as all of the advocates that we have here
with us today: Monms Demand Action, New Yorkers
Agai nst @un Vi ol ence, and of course Everytown for
GQun Safety.

| say this with the nost respect.
| f thousands of people, both young adults and
adults and children, were dying year after year
after year from sone di sease, we woul d spare
absolutely no cost to find a cure. Hundreds of
scientists would be studying causes and
treatnments and told not to stop until they found
a sol ution.

But for gun violence we're told that
there really is no solution and really the only
way is nmore guns. We're told that the right to
have as many guns of any type is nore inportant
than the right to live, even when the polls show
t hat nbst gun owners support conmmonsense gun
regulations -- like, | believe, the ones that
we've put forth today. And that, in ny opinion,
is truly insane.

So in New York we are not about

t houghts and prayers. W heard that earlier from
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our | eader, Senator Stewart-Cousins, and ny
col | eague Senator Persaud and | were talking
about this as well. W' re about action. And
peopl e expect action and great things fromthis
body.

Today we are passing what | believe
to be sensible rules to ensure that people who
shoul d not have a gun will not have a gun.

Peopl e who are a clear threat to others should
not have access to firearns. | don't even

under stand how there's a debate about that, to be
honest. This is specifically and especially true
for donestic violence situations where too nany
wonen have been killed by their partners because
of a gun that was available to them Nationally,
two-thirds of domestic violence hom cides are
committed with firearms. Less than a third of
donestic violence hom cides in New York were
committed with firearns, and New York | egislation
i s hel ping on one | evel.

So |l could goon. | amin ful
support of the package that we're putting forth
today. But | really do just request of ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle just to

t hi nk about how this affects your constituents as
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wel |, who are probably in support of having a
safer society with guns that are not hurting
ot hers, and woul d probably expect you to vote in
favor of this too.

So with that, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Metzger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Kavanagh for
chanpioning this legislation and for ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle that have
supported it. Gun violence is a public health
crisis and needs to be treated as one.

| strongly support this |egislation,
which will allow fam |y, school and | aw
enforcenment to work together to renove guns from
i ndi vi dual s who are a danger to thensel ves and to
others. It will help prevent the needl ess | oss
of life by suicide, the |eading cause of death by
firearnms. And it will help prevent tragic,
tragic killings as we saw i n Parkl and.

Today, as a nother of three

school -age children, | dedicate ny vote to
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Scott Beigel, and | express ny deep condol ences
to his parents.

My children joined thousands of
children across the state and the country in
wal king out in solidarity with the Parkl and
students. W have not seen that |evel of
political engagenent by young people in this
country in a long, long time. They need this
| egislation. They want this legislation. W
need this legislation. So I'd also like to
dedi cate nmy vote to nmy sons, G deon, Jasper and
Silas, and to all the children of New York State,
so that they may be safe.

Thank you, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
M. President, for the opportunity to explain ny
vote on this bill as well as the other rel ated
bills for today's agenda.

NRA zealots still to this day insist
that it's not guns that kill people, it's people
who kill people. Accordingly, this package of

bills today will make it nmore difficult for
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peopl e who want to kill people to get guns.

And it's especially inportant in
light of so many -- you know, frankly I've | ost
count of how many mass killings and gun tragedies

that we in New York and this country have had to

face head-on. And beyond those nass killings,
we' ve al so conti nued to have viol ence -- urban,
subur ban and ot herwi se -- where the basis of that

vi ol ence has been in the availability, the stil
easy availability of guns.

It is the right thing to do to nmake
it nore difficult for people who want to kil
people to get guns, and that's exactly what we're
doi ng here today. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.

Unfortunately, |I'mgoing to be
voting in the negative with respect to this
| egi sl ation.

You know, if you go honme after this
package of bills has been passed and tell your

constituents that they're safer, in ny hunble
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opinion you'd be lying. Certainly we need to
address gun violence. And yes, there are a | ot
of things across the state that are killing
people. | heard that if people were dying and we
cared, we'd do sonething about it. The
nunber - one preventabl e cause of death right now
in the State of New York and across the nation is
drug abuse addiction. And this state is doing
pitifully next to nothing about that.

But with respect to this
| egislation, |I've tal ked to Senator Kavanagh
about this and | know that his notivation is
pure. He wants to keep guns out of the hands of
peopl e who are nentally unfit to possess them
We agree on that. The question is how do you do
that. And | don't think this |egislation gets us
t here.

Al ready, by the way, there are
pl enty of provisions in this state that all ow us
to ensure that those who are nentally unfit to
possess firearns woul d possess those firearnmns.

| have two problens with this. And
| vote in the negative in the hope that we can
cone back with a better version of this law. And

et me explain what | nean by that.
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First, how the process is initiated
here |I think is very flawed. 1In effect, it
al l ows sonmeone arbitrarily to wal k down the bl ock
and point fingers. It could be your estranged

husband. Just points a finger and starts this

process and says: "You know, that person is
mentally unfit, | want to deny themtheir
Second Anmendnent right.” | think the initiation

process is sonmething that needs to be re-Iooked
at .

Second of all, the result here.

t hi nk Senat or Kavanagh is right to choose the
standard that he has chosen here in order for a
gun to be renoved from soneone. He borrows it
fromthe standard that is utilized for soneone to
be involuntarily commtted in the State of

New Yor k.

For someone to | ose their gun under
this legislation, a judge would need to view and
assess evidence and then conclude that the person
st andi ng before them posed an i medi ate and
significant risk of harmto thensel ves or sonmeone
else. That's the right standard. 1It's also the
standard we use to say that soneone that is found

to be in that situation ought to be involuntarily
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conmitted.

But when that happens here, the only
thing that happens is we tell you: Someone's
going to conme to your house and take your guns,
here's a lollipop, have a nice day. That's
wong. It does not address the real problem

If this state concludes that soneone
poses an i medi ate and serious risk to thensel ves
or soneone el se, we ought not be rel easing them
back into the streets, we ought to be doing
somet hing about it there and then. And that's
what you heard with respect to the anmendnent that
we proposed to this |egislation.

So yes, | support the idea that we
need to make sure that people who are not fit to
have guns do not have them Senator Kavanagh, |
inmplore that you take a | ook at that anendnent

and that we cone back another day and we do this

right.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
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M. President.

Thi s has been a good di scussi on
today, a very enlightening discussion
hi ghl i ghting sonme differences, not just
politically but culturally, as our coll eagues
have nenti oned.

| grew up on the edge of the suburbs
upstate, and that's kind of the type of district
that | represent. W've got some urban, suburban
and we' ve got sone very rural. And | grew up
shooting at an early age. | shot conpetitively,
as we heard about. Qur guns were stored at the
range, not in the school. But, you know, ny
father wanted us to learn at an early age gun
safety and how to shoot, and |I taught ny
daughters that as well.

So I"'mnot going to do anything that
is going to infringe upon nmy Second Anmendnent
rights or ny constituents'. But what we're
tal king about today is gun safety. W're talking
about gun safety, commobnsense gun safety.

And if you |look at the Red Flag or
the extreme risk protection order -- that word
"extreme risk" -- so it's not just sonebody

wal ki ng down the street pointing, as we had just
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heard. It's very specific people. There's a
very high level of proof. And if you look at the
statistics, in over 45 percent of these nass
shooti ngs, when police went back and

i nvestigated, people said yes, we saw trouble
com ng, there was something wong here. And so
that is what this bill wll address.

And when we tal ked earlier about
extending the waiting period when there's not a
cl ean declaration in a background check, if we
| ook at what happened in the South Carolina
shooti ng when a young man wal ked into a church
and massacred sone people who were praying, that
i ndi vidual got an indeterm nate return on his
background check and was awarded a firearm

And this law that we passed today
will follow the FBI standard as to how | ong they
normal |y take on a background check.

So | think -- with all due respect
to my colleague, | think these bills will make
our constituents safer. Absolutely. And they do
not infringe upon the rights of |awful gun
owners. And what we're saying is that we're
going to be proactive and take steps to protect

our students and our public spaces.
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And on the extreme risk protection
order bill, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to of course commend our
| eaders and | eadership for putting these bills
forward

As Senat or Harckham has just been
sayi ng, these are sensible bills that are being
presented this week. These are sonme of the nost
sensi ble things that we could have and shoul d
have done for quite a long tine. No hunter is in
danger, no one protecting their hones are in
danger of their weapons taken away.

|"ve heard sone very good i deas,
concede, fromny coll eagues on the other side.
These are very good ideas. | w sh that you had
put them forward in days gone by. | wish that in
t he 30-some-odd years or nore, that these had
come forward. Because it's like a pendulum If
you don't put what you believe is sensible

forward, you will hear what you believe is not as
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sensi bl e.

| still encourage us, if you believe
that there's sonething sensible, put it forward.
You woul d get a better hearing than you may
i mgi ne. You see, nmy comunity is ground zero
for this type of stuff. 1'mnot talking about
the high-profile shootings that we hear. |'m
tal ki ng about the ordinary horror, the daily
terror that some of our youth and others are
dealing with, where the people are shooting at
one another and it's usually the innocent person,
a bystander, who gets hit, whether it's alittle
kid or an ol der nman or sonet hing.

We sinply have to do sonething for
them This is why | can't sinply dedicate this
to one person in ny community, because there are
too many people in ny community that have been
affected by this, and to single out one person
woul d do a great disservice on the nmany people
who have been hit by this.

So in that sense -- and |' m not
going to speak on the rest, this is ny coments
for all of these. So I'mdedicating it to all of
t hose fol k who have been horribly inpacted by

weapons in the wong hands. And that's what
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we're tal king about, my friends, weapons in the
wrong hands. And that no one heard their cry for
so many years. And | to be honest wonder if
we're hearing their cry now.

But |'mdedicating this to them
because | certainly hear their cry. And al ong
wi th col |l eagues who do on both sides of the
aisle, we'll continue to try to find ways to get
weapons and ot her things out of the hands of folk
who never should have had them and protect the
rights of those who shoul d have.

Thank you, M. President. You stil
| ook good up there.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator O Mara to explain his vote.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President, to explain ny vote in opposition
to this |egislation.

It is clear that everyone in this
chanber desires to keep firearns and weapons out
of the hands of those that are nmentally ill,
those that are at risk of harm ng thensel ves or
others. It's a |audable goal.

This bill does nothing to provide
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any relief, any help to the individual that may
be the subject of one of these orders. Due
process is lacking in this, because the person
who the order is being issued against isn't
notified of anything until after the decision is
made.

And while it's the same standard for
an involuntary commtnent to be civilly confined
because you're a risk of harmto yourself or
others and entitled to a hearing after the fact,
when someone is being civilly commtted for being
a risk of harmto thenselves or others, they are
entitled to | egal representation. And
representation is provided by the Ofice of
Mental Health | egal services.

This bill does not afford or provide
such a benefit to those being deprived of their
Second Anmendnent right to own, possess or to
purchase a firearm And because of that |acking
reason, this will be an undue burden on
individuals to be able to protect their Second
Amendrent ri ght.

So therefore | nmust vote no on this
| egi sl ation. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Senator will be recorded in the negative.
Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.
SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Li ke nmy col | eague in Westchester and
al so ny colleague in Orange County, | represent
ur ban, suburban, and a few rural communities.

And so an issue like this, which is so
sensitive -- and, quite frankly, politically
tricky -- is one that always, in ny mnd, needs
to be handled with care.

W can't legislate for the sake of
| egislating when it cones to firearns, we need to
| egi slate for the sake of making our comunities
safer. There's a distinction. And this bill
| egi sl ates for the sake of keeping our
comuni ti es safer.

In many ways this is the epitone of
a bipartisan bill. You have groups |ike the
New Yor k Post and the National Review that have
endorsed Red Flag Laws, along with a sl ew of
| eft-1eaning groups and organi zati ons.

After so many tragedi es and horrors,
Second Anmendnent advocates constantly rem nd us

that we need to do nore on nental health. And we
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do need to do nore on nental health as a
conmponent to this much |arger problem and that's
exactly what this bill does. |[If sonmeone is
deened by | aw enforcenent, who |I know everyone in
t hi s chanber supports, deened by | aw enforcenent
or an imediate fam |y nenber to be unsafe, unfit
to handle firearns, there is then due process to
try and nake sure that dangerous individuals
aren't allowed to own and operate firearns in
New York State.

And | ast but not |east, we heard a
| ot about, after Parkland, how nmany tines the
sheriff's departnent visited that hone tine after
time after time, and why didn't | aw enforcenent,
why didn't the sheriff's departnent do anything
about those visits. And the fact was they didn't
have a Red Flag Law in place in Florida.

It's too little, too late for

Par kl and, but now Florida |l earned their | esson

and has a Red Flag Law. |'mvery pleased that
we'll be joining them
| thank the sponsor. | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmati ve.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
M. President, to explain my vote.

| want to speak to this piece of
| egislation, and | want to thank M. Kavanagh --
not for the bill, but for giving ne your office.
W're all nmoved in, it |ooks great. W just
noved the desk a little bit.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR TEDI SCO There's a |l ot of
novi ng goi ng around.

| wanted to speak to the bill
itself, but in a holistic way about the package
of bills we've been tal king about. | understand
everybody cares about all our constituents. W
want to keep themall safe. And we know our nost
vul nerabl e we tal ked about in sone earlier bills,
our schools, our kids, there's some carnage
t aki ng pl ace there.

The |l ast thing we need, though, is
to continue to take political, sinplistic
approaches whi ch sound easy and good but do
not hi ng but create nore of a fal se sense of
security. Because that's very dangerous. W
actually need a holistic approach.

"' m al ways excited when | see people
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come up in the stands upstairs in back of nme, in
front of me, to cone to see the work we do here.
And they're probably here today to hear us talk
about how we're going to nake safer conmmunities,
saf er school s.

What this particular bill does, it
all ows any one of us in this room and our
nei ghbor next to us, or the house you live in and
t he nei ghbor next to you, to go to the Suprene
Court, flag you or flag their neighbor, and then
take their guns away and do this: Let themwalk
out the door w thout any required or mandated
psychol ogi cal eval uation or treatnent.

My col | eagues, do you think if you
take a gun away froma person it changes their
m ndset to hurt their spouse, their nei ghbor, the
person down the street, thenselves? They can get
anot her gun. They can get it fromtheir cousin.
They can do what the tragic boy did by getting
one fromhis father, who didn't have it protected
away fromhis son, and go out and create carnage.

To the guests who canme and visited
today, | hope you feel safe and confortable in
this room 1've often thought about that. | do

feel safe and confortable in this room | do
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feel safe at the seat of governnment, our
representative denocracy. You know why? It was
because of that amendnment we gave with that
package of bills that we presented to you | ast
year that many of you voted for but beat up like
crazy before -- after you beat it up, you al
voted for it. You said we were going to
mlitarize our schools.

Because what we were doi ng and why
you should feel safe and why | feel safe is
because of the assets of security we have given
ourselves at the seat of the Capitol to protect
you, to protect us, to protect our staff. You
may not have noticed this; you probably did, sone
of it. Wen you wal ked in, you went through
netal detectors. But after you wal ked t hrough
the netal detectors, what did you see?

Wonder ful , courageous, unifornmed state troopers
wi th some | arge guns, sone of them and sone
ot her guns on their hips.

Nobody in this room has ever stood
up -- and I will wait for you today, before you
| eave, to stand up in public and say because we
have those arned, professional, courageous

i ndi vi dual s who serve us and protect us every
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day, we have mlitarized the capital of New York
We're |l ess safer -- those constituents are |ess
safer, you're less safer, we're all |ess safer
because we brought guns into the Capitol.

Let's go further. As you wal ked
down the halls, you saw video caneras. There's
video caneras in here. There's video caneras in
t he conference roons. W have energency
nmessagi ng here. W have paid-for, partially --
to a great extent by the taxpayers -- healthcare
whi ch provides us, our staff, and others
psychol ogi cal evaluation and treatnent if we
think they may hurt thensel ves or nmay hurt us.

Those amendnents we brought out,
| ast year when we brought them out, had the
funding and the same exact resources you protect,
you' ve put in place, you support. Not one of
you -- |I'"Il wait today, I'll wait and | hope |
don't hear those crickets again, to have you
stand up and say "I don't need those guys down
there with those guns protecting nme, ny
constituents who visit, or our staff. That's
dangerous. That's nore guns."

| like what M. Lanza said. W need

the right guns in appropriate places. |If they're
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the right guns in appropriate places, if they're
the right netal detectors, if they' re the right
video caneras, if it's the right nedical and
psychol ogi cal care for people who want to hurt us
here, our staff, why isn't it right for the kids
in the schools and our schools? Wy is it
mlitarizing schools if it keeps us safe?

You keep saying that. And that's
why | used the termwhich kind of had snoke
com ng out of your heads, and it was -- it's kind
of hypocritical. 1It's kind of hypocritical to
provide all those assets for us here, our staff,
the constituents that cone -- and | get a |lot of
school s who cone and visit. | love to have them
come. They ask good questi ons.

Do you know what the nunber-one
guestion is? "Wat's your job, Senator Tedi sco?"
And |'ve boiled it down to sonething very sinple.
To keep you safe and the 19 and a half mllion
peopl e safe, and hel p renove the obstacles that
may be before you, to help you be everything you
can be with the God-given talents you' ve been
gi ven.

If our future is our kids in our

school s, their education is their future. And if
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they don't feel safe, if they don't feel
confortable -- | feel safe, | feel confortable,
and apparently you do, because there's arned
guards in the halls protecting us, our staff and
t he peopl e who cone. Wy shouldn't we give those
to our schools and our kids? |If it's good enough
for us, it's good enough for the parents who vote
for us to help protect their kids.

And that's why a sinplistic
political approach is very dangerous. A holistic
approach, the approach we gave | ast year, the
anendnent we gave this year, the ones you
actually voted for last year after you beat it up
and said guns are a nmenace, they mlitarize --
apparently they just keep us safe here, don't
mlitarize us.

M . Speaker -- or, excuse ne -- 34
years in the Assenbly -- M. President, |'m going
to be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.

| gladly rise to vote aye on this
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i nportant piece of legislation. It's well past
overdue, frankly, that we've done extrenme risk
protection.

And | et nme thank Senat or Kavanagh
for his intrepid work on this. And not just as a
| eader in this body and a | eader in this state
and a | eader for his conmunity, but a national
| eader who has organi zed | egi slators around the
country around the inportant work of gun safety.

This is sonething that | think is
just sinply common sense. And we've had too many
mass shootings in this country, frankly too much
access, unfettered access to guns.

| certainly am sonebody who
frankly -- |, you know, appreciate the
Second Amendment, but | think that we have to
really nake sure that we are only all ow ng
guns -- you know, this is not sinply a tool, this
is a weapon. And these weapons for the nost part
are only used to take life. And so, you know,
t hey must be st opped.

And you' ve heard from ny col | eagues
t hat guns and reduci ng the nunber of guns hel ps
us within the context of suicides, it hel ps us

within the context of loss of |life and the
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context of domestic violence. It helps in the
context of what we see in terns of nass
shootings. And so today was a good start.
There's still nmuch that needs to be done.

And | et nme thank the other sponsors
of the bills that we saw today, Senator Kam nsky,
Senat or G anari s, Senator Kaplan, Senator
Sepul veda, Senator Mayer, all for their
contributions to this inportant package of gun
legislation. It all, when you put it together,
is a good conprehensive start to addressing the
needs of safety for all of the people of the
State of New YorKk.

However, it does not do everything
that needs to be done. The tale of gun violence
inthis country is a tale of two cities. |It's
Par kl and and Aurora, Col orado, and Newt own, but
it's also New York, Philadel phia, and Chi cago.

And what we see in communities |ike
Br ookl yn, where | represent, is not sinply an
access to guns problem You know, this is really
not as nuch that as nmuch as it is a violence
probl em and a gang problemand a | ack of
engagenment of our young people problem And we

certainly need to take up in this body sone of
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that legislation, and I'm |l ooking forward to
having the opportunity to talk and debate those
i ssues.

But for today, we cel ebrate, because
we' ve taken an inportant first step in nmaking the
State of New York as safe as it possibly can be.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Montgonery to expl ain her
vot e.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, thank
you, M. President.

| think that this is an appropriate
monment. |I'msitting here thinking and |istening
to us, we're all thanking each other and thanking
ourselves. And | thank Senator Kavanagh, | thank
the Majority Leader and all of the -- as Senator
Par ker has indicated, all of the sponsors.

This is -- and | just want to thank
Senat or Tedi sco for pointing out we need a
conpr ehensi ve approach. And |I'm just pleased
that today we do have what gets a little bit
cl oser to a conprehensive approach. So | think

you're right about that.
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But | just want -- while we're all
t hanki ng ourselves, | want to remnd us that from
all of those mass killings in California, from

California to Colorado to Texas to Nevada to
Connecticut to Florida, all of those have gone
wi t h not hi ng happeni ng.

So | just want to say that to those
students, those young people from Parkl and, |
thank them W owe them Anerica owes thema
great sense of gratitude, thanking them for
waki ng us up and not only waking us up but
putting us up, to nake sure that we -- our
actions are where our nouths are.

And so | thank them They were very
cour ageous, they were smart, they were
determ ned, and they al nost, alnost got a
governor in Florida. So |I thank them

And Senat or Kavanagh, yes, we thank
you. But let's never underestimte the power of
young people in Anerica.

Thank you. | vote aye,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Seei ng and hearing no other Senator
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who wi shes to explain their vote -- Senator
Kavanagh to cl ose.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President and ny col |l eagues.

@un violence is an epidem c that has
pl agued our country for far too long. New York
has sonme of the strongest gun laws in the
country. W also have sone very smart, effective
policing going on throughout our state. And we
| ead the country in comunity-based intervention
strategi es that have been shown to be effective
to reduce gun violence, particularly in our
cities.

Nonet hel ess, we still have
900 New Yorkers dying every year as a result of
gun-rel ated events, and about half of those
deaths are fromsuicide. That is sinply
unacceptable. The good news is that though it's
unacceptable, it's al so preventable.

The bill before us today enacting
extrene risk protection orders is of course, as
we' ve heard, part of a broader package of gun
vi ol ence prevention legislation that we're
enacting today. |'mvery proud that this chanber

is taking that up. | thank our |eader, Andrea
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Stewart-Cousins, and all of the sponsors of the
bill today. 1 also thank Senator Hoyl man, who is
the co-prine sponsor of the extreme risk
protection order bill for his |eadership.

It's been said a few nonments ago
that we haven't had the opportunity to debate
this bill and others. That is sinply not true.

We have been working on this bill in
New York State since 2014. This bill has been
debated at |least three tines in the New York
State Assenbly, including when | was still a
menber of the New York State Assenbly, and it was
debat ed and passed.

We have had an opportunity to
discuss it in commttee this tine around. And
i ndeed, the Denocrats in this chanber |ast year

pushed for conversations and di scussions on the

floor of this bill |ast year, and we did have an
opportunity to discuss this bill in this chanber.
Moreover, this bill has been debated

across the country such that 13 states have now
enacted laws |ike this.

What we're doing today is enacting a
law that will allow fam |y nenbers and househol d

menbers, school adm nistrators, |aw enforcenent,
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i ncluding police and district attorneys, to seek
an order froma court when they can present

evi dence that sonebody is likely to harm

t hensel ves or others. There are a |ot of due
process protections that are built into this
bill, including nultiple hearings that are
required at different stages of this process.

It is not, as sonme of ny coll eagues
said, a bill where you can wal k down the street
and sonmebody passing by can seek one of these
orders. It is not a bill where you can go to
court and have your nei ghbor's guns taken away.
The petitioners are specified in the bill, and
the standards are specified in the bill.

Unfortunately, in many instances
where we see tragedies, there are signs that

peopl e see that sonebody is likely to do

sonet hi ng dangerous. It was true in Parkland,
where the great hero Scott Beigel -- and his
famly is here today -- has been acknow edged

t oday, for good reason today. But people saw
repeated signs that that particular individual
was |ikely to harmthensel ves or others, and yet
there was nothing that | aw enforcenment or the

t eachers or anybody el se could do about it under
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law at that tinme in Florida.

And of course the Republican
governor of Florida signed an extreme risk
protection order bill into lawin Florida to
protect Floridians as a result of that.

The bottom line here today, | want
totalk alittle bit about nental health. And it
is a shanme that, you know, the objections that
were raised on the other side were only raised in
expl ai ni ng votes rather than having a di scussion
here in this chanber. But we've spoken a | ot
about nmental health here today.

The sinple fact is there are
exi sting provisions for nmental health treatnent,
to force mental health treatnment. There is
already a Kendra's Law. Most of us voted | ast
year to strengthen that |aw, on March 26, 2018.
But what we don't have in New York is an
effective neans for famly nenbers and others to
separate people fromtheir guns when the presence
of a gun is a substantial reason why there is
such ri sk.

| want to read fromthe American
Psychiatric Association's guidance on this very

i ssue published in June 2018. They point out
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that the reason we do these kinds of laws is that
t hey focus on acute dangerousness rather than
psychiatric history or diagnhosis. They point out
t hat background checks are primarily about not
pur chasi ng guns, but we lack an ability and a

| egal franework to renove guns that people
possess when they're dangerous.

They point out that the gun renoval
| aws provide | egal options for nental health
prof essionals and fam |y nenbers that suppl enent
t he exi sting provisions.

And finally, they point out that --
and this has been docunented again and again --
nost people who conmit these acts do not have
current treatnment and psychiatric assistance.
Laws like this bring those people to Iight and
al l ow our society to address that.

I n Connecticut, where these | aws
have been very effective and on the books for a
long tine, after they began enforcing themin a
serious way after the VM tragedy, they had a
13.7 percent reduction in the rate of suicide
statewi de in our neighboring state of Connecti cut
as aresult of their law. Moreover, a majority

of people who were the subject of that law did
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get nmental health treatnent after the order was
i ssued.

| ask ny colleagues, | inplore ny
col | eagues, join us in supporting this bill and
join us in ensuring that everybody in New York
State knows that this tool is available, that we
have a neans of preventing these tragedies, and
that's what we're doi ng today.

Thank you. | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senate Majority Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins to explain her vote.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

Agai n, this has been anot her day
where we've taken, | think, incredible action in
this house, because incredible action during
these tines is really what's necessary.

Peopl e across the country and here
in New York have been calling for real gun
reforns. People have said enough is enough. |
know many of us have wal ked with the children in

our comrunities begging for adults to take
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responsi bl e action and say "W protect you, we
hear you, and we care."

Every day we wake up to headlines
that tal k about anot her mass shooting. | nmean,
we're only a nonth into 2019 and al ready there
have been 27 mass shootings. Think about that.

Al nost one a day. And over the past weekend,
five people were nurdered by a single gunman.
Just yesterday, four police officers in Houston
were shot follow ng their execution of a search
war r ant .

Clearly this is an epidemc. And
clearly the nmadness has to stop. | don't think
anybody in the chanber, no natter what you think
is the solution, nobody is saying that it is not
an epidem c probl em

So studies have shown that states
like New York with stronger firearmsafety | aws
have fewer gun-caused deat hs.

So here we are. It's been six years
to the nonth since we've done any, any gun | aws
inthis state. And there have been thousands and
t housands of our fellow citizens who are dying in
sensel ess gun tragedies. And what we have

offered in this state and el sewhere are thoughts
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and prayers, while people like the Schul mans,
i ke the Nolans, |ike the advocates, like the
children, are begging for us to do sonething.
Today is a day where we acknow edge
that unless we fix a whole Iot of things, this
won't stop. But if we just offer -- which we
do -- our condol ences, our thoughts and our
prayers, and do nothing, it surely won't stop.
Today is a day where we thank you
for your advocacy, where we thank all the
advocates and the kids who are out there on the
street already engaged because they are afraid
for a future of inaction. Today we are saying
our condol ences, our gratitude, our thoughts, our
prayers, and today we vote to enact the | aw.
| vote aye
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 95 are
Senat ors Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci, Flanagan,
Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jacobs, Jordan,
Lanza, Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,

Ri tchi e, Robach, Serino, Seward, Tedi sco and
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Young.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris, that conpletes the controversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Can we now go to the
noncontroversial reading of the suppl enental
Senate active |ist.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 82,
by Senator Anedore, Senate Print 712, an act to
anmend Chapter 218 of the Laws of 2009 anendi ng
t he Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

Order in the chanber, please.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Amedore to explain his vote.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,

M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

You know, sonetimes in Albany bills
get caught up in the ugliness of politics. This
was unfortunately the case with this bill, and it
canme at the expense of the |ocal governnents of
Greene County. Because their nortgage tax
ext ender was not passed by the Assenbly | ast
year, Greene County | ost out $60,000 in the nonth
of Decenber, $75,000 in the nonth --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Excuse
me, Senator Anedore.

Order in the chanber, please.

SENATCR AMEDORE: -- in the nonth
of January.

So | hope that this bill passes so
that they can get back on track, because
Greene County is one of those small rural upstate

counti es that needs the revenue.
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| want to thank mny col |l eagues for

making this a priority, for bringing this to the
floor early on this legislative session year.

And now | hope that we can take the next steps in
maki ng sure that the State Budget will have the
funds appropriated so that G eene County, along
with three other upstate counties, can get the
much- needed fundi ng that was | ost because of

political ganes.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 82 are
Senat ors Brooks, Gaughran, Harckham Kam nsky,
Kapl an, Kennedy, Lanza, Martinez, Metzger,
Skoufis and Thonas.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 83,
by Senator Little, Senate Print 720, an act to
anmend Chapter 327 of the Laws of 2006.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

|"d like to begin by expressing ny
apol ogies to two of the six counties |
represent -- Essex County, which is this bill;
Warren County, which is the next bill -- that
their nortgage tax was not extended. This was an
exi sting nortgage tax, which many counties have.
And because of what was going on and the way the
session ended | ast year, we did not get it. And
t hey have | ost noney as a result of it.

But | also want to express ny
appreciation that these bills were brought

forward today. W have these hone rules. But it
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was very inmportant that we get these extended as
qui ckly as possible, because this was a loss to
t hese counties of revenue that they had expected
to receive.

So thank you for bringing them
forth, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 83 are
Senat ors Brooks, Gaughran, Harckham Kam nsky,
Kapl an, Kennedy, Lanza, Martinez, Metzger,
Skoufis and Thonas.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 84,
by Senator Little, Senate Print 721, an act to
anmend Chapter 368 of the Laws of 2008.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 84 are
Senat ors Brooks, Gaughran, Harckham Kam nsky,
Kapl an, Kennedy, Lanza, Martinez, Metzger,
Skoufis and Thonas.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 86,
by Senator Young, Senate Print 959, an act to
anend Chapter 98 of the Laws of 2009.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 86 are
Senat ors Brooks, Gaughran, Harckham Kam nsky,
Kapl an, Kennedy, Lanza, Martinez, Metzger,
Skoufis and Thonas.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

That conpl etes the noncontroversi al
of the supplenental active |ist.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we please return to notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

On behal f of Senator Carlucci, on
page 4 | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar 49, Senate Print 521, and ask that said
bill retain its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is anended and shall retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Bailey, | nove the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective commttee and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bill 2573.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is anended and shall retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behal f of Leader Stewart-Cousins, | hand up
the foll owi ng | eadership and committee
assignments for the Majority Conference and ask
that they be filed in the Journal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
hand-ups are received and fil ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And in
consul tation with Senator Fl anagan,

Leader Stewart-Cousins hands up the foll ow ng

M nority Conference | eadership and conmttee
assignments, and | ask that such assignnments al so
be filed in the Journal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

hand-ups are received and fil ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, February 4th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 4th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

2:11 p.m)
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