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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 23, 2019
11: 35 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, | ask everyone to bow their
head in a nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
January 22, 2019, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, January 21,
2019, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Skoufi s
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 881 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 1675,

Third Readi ng Cal endar Nunber 38.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
now nove to adopt the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolution 279, by
Leader Stewart-Cousins, and Resol ution 292, by
Senator Little.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolutions 279 and 292, pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now take up the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 36,
by Senator Sepul veda, Senate Print 1250, an act
to amend the Education Law.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 37,
by Senator Mayer, Senate Print 1262, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 38,
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by Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, Assenbly Print 881,
an act to amend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. Benjamn --
M. President, | take the pause to recognize that
Senat or Skoufis just passed his first bill in the
Senate. Congratul ati ons.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 39,
by Senator Skoufis, Senate Print 1889, an act to

anend the Educati on Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect June 1, 2019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 40,
by Senator Gaughran, Senate Print 1904, an act to
anend Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

The Secretary will continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 45,
by Senator Seward, Senate Print 2043, an act to
anmend Chapter 589 of the Laws of 2015.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Can we now go to the controversia
readi ng and begin with Cal endar Nunber 37,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 37,
by Senator Mayer, Senate Print 1262, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Gl livan, why do you rise?
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SENATCOR GALLI VAN M. President, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of the anendnment and ask that
you call on Senator Myer {sic} for an
expl anat i on.

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Gallivan. Upon review of the
amendnent, in accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B,
| rule it nongermane and out of order at this
tinme.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: | appeal the
ruling of the chair and ask that you recognize
Senator Little to be heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senator Little may be heard.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

We have an amendnent today that
woul d absolutely renmove the APPR fromthe
requi renents that we have in our school s today.

And if there was ever an anendnent
that was gernane to the existing bill before us,

this is it. The bill before us anends the APPR
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the bill -- and the anendnent that | am proposing
elimnates the APPR

What we do is elimnate
Section 3012-d and 3012-c of the Education Law,
whi ch are two versions of the APPR provisions
that tied student test scores to teacher
eval uations. Both of these sections becane | aw
in 2015.

We know t he consequences of what has
happened there -- the opt-outs that have taken
pl ace in schools, the anxiety that children have
had taking tests, that the result has such an
i npact. Many, many peopl e have discussed this
and wanted to do sonething about it. The federal
government no |longer requires us to do this. And
t he teacher evaluations in this anmendnent woul d
be collectively bargained with no requirenent for
student | earning objectives or state test scores
to be used in the evaluation of the teacher.

This also requires that there is not
any unnecessary increase in testing, which we
believe the bill before us -- it could easily
happen as a result of that. It actually puts the
eval uati ons on the teachers back in |ocal

contr ol
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Now, as a former teacher | know that
there are nany days that are not a student's
best. To be evaluating a teacher on the results
of a test that students took on one particul ar
day with all kinds of anxiety, all kinds of
preparation, everything that went into that, is
not fair. And it would require teachers to hope
for and want only the best students in their
cl ass, and we know that's not the case.

There is no "one size fits all" in
education. Students learn differently. Students
are at different levels. Students cone to schoo
with different backgrounds. W have students
that come to school hungry. W have students who
are affected by poverty. W have students who
have things going on in their famly that affect
how t hey feel that day.

The eval uati on of the teachers based
upon a set of tests is incorrect and unfair. And
| believe that this could be done better, done at
the | ocal level, in coordination with the BOCES
districts, and approved by the State Education
Depart nment .

So | ask all to please consider this

anmendnent germane to this bill and join ne in
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overriding the ruling of the chair.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

MULTI PLE REPUBLI CAN SENATORS: Show
of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

(Show of hands.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: THE
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. If |
may, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Little on the bill.

SENATOR LI TTLE: I"d like to thank
Senat or Mayer for putting this bill forward.

We had this bill last year, as did
the Assenbly. Assenbl ywonan Nol an and
Senator Marcellino had this bill. Unfortunately,
this bill was voted unani nously in our
Education Committee but was not put before the
floor. So lI'mreally pleased to see that this
bill is before the floor now and novi ng forward.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
O Mar a.

|"msorry, Senator Funke. Sorry.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President.

And | want to thank Senator Mayer
for bringing this |egislation forward.

| always felt that |ocal schoo
boards and adm nistrators knew best how to
eval uate their teachers. They really never
needed any help fromthe State of New York. And
so today |I'm proud to cosponsor this |egislation
as well, to end the use of standardized tests in

eval uati ng our teachers.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

533

Top down, "one size fits all"”
gover nment sol utions sel dom work, and
Governor Cuono's flawed teacher eval uation system
was no exception. So today we finally have
consi gned APPR to the dustbin of history, and |
say good ri ddance.

| vote aye, M. President. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

First I want to thank Senator Mayer,
t he sponsor of this legislation. 1 think it's a
step in the right direction.

But it's inmportant to understand how
we arrived at this nonment. The reason why test
scores are being used to evaluate teachers is
because of a deal that was cut a nunber of years
ago by Governor Cuonp, together with Denocrats
and Republicans and the UFT. And they shoved
t hat upon the people of this state and burdened
the teachers across this state with that very
fl awed, as has been pointed out, system of

eval uati on.
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| voted no for the enactnent of that
| egi sl ati on a nunber of years ago, because | knew
it was wong, because | knew it did not take into
consideration the realities of what it takes to
teach in a classroom

The concern | have, and why | cal
this only a first good step, is because | believe
we are making the sane mistake again. As | read
this legislation, it just seens to snmack of
anot her deal, because here in this legislation
test scores can continue to be utilized for
eval uati ons.

| can tell you the teachers in ny
district, this is not the bill they want.
Because they know, based on the discretion of
some bureaucrat, they may continue to be
eval uat ed based upon test scores. And as
Senator Little pointed out, that is just about
the worst way to do things.

O course student progress is a good
nmeasure of whether or not a teacher is doing a
good job. But these state tests is not the way
to determ ne student progress. | nean, first of
all, look at the tests. M kids have taken them

If we really want to eval uate soneone, we ought
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to eval uate the people who are maki ng t hese
tests. They seem conpletely and wholly

i nconpetent to be in the position of witing

t hese questions. They're horrific. They're
ridiculous. They do nothing to tell us whether
or not students are progressing or doing well in
the classroom and certainly nothing to tell us
whet her or not a teacher is doing their job.

So good riddance, in part, to this
very flawed systemthat was voted by both
Denocrats and Republicans. And again, | remnd
you, because of a deal cut by Governor Cuono and
the UFT, who ironically is calling nmy district
right now, trying to scare teachers into
believing that 1'mnot going to support this
nmeasure on the floor today. So they're up to
their old tricks. Again, this snmacks to ne of
anot her deal that we're going to have to revisit.
Because when teachers back home find out that
still state tests can be used to evaluate their
performance, they're not going to be happy.

But this is better than what we have
now, so thank you, Senator Mayer. |'mgoing to
vote in the affirmative. But we have to continue

to work on this issue.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Laval | e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,

M. President.

| started nmy career as a cl assroom
teacher and then becane an adm nistrator, and
then found nyself running for office and being
el ected to the Senate. And | sponsored
| egislation called the Truth in Testing Law.

That | aw said that tests were not perfect,
students were subjected to those tests and
whet her they got into a college or not depended
on how they did on this one test on a given day.

So this -- and I want to thank you,
Senat or Mayer, for bringing this forward.

Because Senator Lanza laid it out, and the
i nportance of this.

But we never |earn, you know, and we
still allow those forces out there who are test
peopl e, and benefit fromthe tests, to allow
certain things to continue.

So Senator Lanza, you | think in
part are afraid to go honme because you're narried
to a teacher.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR LaVALLE: And you want to
do the right thing.

And I"mgoing to follow your |ead
and the | ead of Senator Little, who has al ways
spoken out because she was there too, on the
front lines as a classroomteacher.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yeah, ny
col | eagues, | don't know how many of you in this
roomever had what | call a real job. | kid
around every once in a while, but it -- a very

rewardi ng job, and that's an educator. For

10 years | taught in school, got ny degree in

speci al education fromthe College of St. Rose.
|"ve al ways been astoni shed, when

was in the Assenbly and now t he Senate, how

i ndi vi dual s who have never been in a classroom

never done an | EP, never done a | esson plan,

don't exactly know the differences between

standardi zed tests and children who are not

standardi zed -- and that's the problemwth this
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concept .

You can have all the standardi zed
tests in the world, but you're trying to evaluate
children and their education and their progress
and the teachers who teach them when you're
dealing with kids who are different in a whole
variety of ways. Not only are they individually
different on how they |l earn, but we have to
devel op individual approaches to how we teach
t hem because of how they learn differently.

But they also come fromdifferent
communities, and they bring different baggage.
Wien we did that Common Core, it was ridicul ous
to think that standardi zed tests |ike that, with
guestions which were devel opnental |y
i nappropriate, which were too |Iong, could be used
as the Holy Grail, sinply to a 50 percent or a
hi gher indicator, to evaluate how well kids are
doi ng or how well teachers are teaching.

|"ve often thought when you -- you
coul d take the teachers fromthe best school s
classified in the State of New York, put themin
t he worst schools in the State of New York --
switch teachers. The test scores would probably

be the sane, just about. All the bad teachers
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aren't in the schools where kids are nore
chal l enged than in the so-called better schools.
And all the best teachers aren't in the so-called
best school s.

You have kids who conme from school s
where the environnent had them bring baggage that
ot her kids don't bring to the school setting --
l'i ke homel essness, |ike crinme, |ike addiction,
like lack of parenting, in many instances. And
then we all try to put themin that little niche
with this Holy Grail: Let's give thema test,
and however they do on the test, that's an
i ndi cation of how well they're doing and how wel |
t he teachers are doing.

| authored the first reduction and
chal l enged the majority, and it was the ngjority
in the Assenbly which passed the first bill over
there, along with the Senate. And | think at
that time | challenged the Governor to take the
fifth-grade Common Core test; | said he wouldn't
be as smart as a fifth-grader. Because they're
not the Holy Grail. They're not the answer.

Yes, kids fromall stratas, al
areas, can reach the levels we'd like themto

reach. But they're going to take nore tine,
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they're going to take special attention, and
they're going to take nore dollars. And that's
why dollars are inportant. And that's why we
have to adjust the fornmula, so it takes into
consi deration the high-need, lowwealth districts
where a | ot of these challenges take place.

It's not sinply the bricks and
nortars of a school or the educators in a school
in ternms of devel opi ng an eval uati on process.
It's the challenges kids bring with them it's
the environnment that they bring. | could tel
you there were kids | taught which faced the
chal l enges of dyslexia. |If |I read themthe
guestions, they answered them better than all the
kids that were best readers on nmany of those
essay-type questions that you had to read. They
just had a challenge that the other kids didn't
have.

So we tailor education, in our
| ndi vi dual Education Plans in many instances, the
ki ds that have special needs |earning different
ways. You can't have a "one size fits all" type
of testing process. And you can't use it as the
Holy Grail for evaluating kids or teachers.

And so |"mproud to say that not
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only did | speak against this in the Assenbly, |
authored the first bill here, which the Senator
who was the chairman of Education | allowed to
put in front of ne on that bill. And | was sad
that we didn't pass it |ast year.

It's a bill that's better. It's not
t he answer, because the answer is not to allow a
bureaucrat to decide exactly what the eval uation
process should be. But any VAM val ue-added
nmet hodol ogy, never works with one indicator or
nmeasur enent hi gher than a whol e group of
nmeasur enents, which nakes sense. And using this
to such a high degree, that test is going to fai
every tinme with a val ue-added net hodol ogy.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
i s closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.
SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Acting Chair Benjamn.

| appreciate the opportunity to vote

yes on this bill, but with an expl anati on.
So while | believe this bill is
wel |l -intentioned in this legislation, it does not

go far enough to support teachers' growth and
protect students fromthe detrinental effects of
eval uati ons based on hi gh-stakes testing.

Many of you know | started in
Washi ngton Heights as a parent activist fighting
for our children's education. And many of you
know that | was involved in a lawsuit called the
Canpai gn for Fiscal Equity. So |I'mnot just here
to just nake noise; |I'mhere to nake sure that
every child in the State of New York has an
opportunity for a sound, basic education.

But with the growth -- I'mhere to
support teachers' growth and protect students
fromthe detrinental effects of evaluations based
on hi gh-stakes testing. And we have the

opportunity to take nore tine before the budget
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ends in earnest to really work on this bill. So
| voted yes on ny sheet, with reservations.

What with so nuch riding on reform
in the APPR, we owe it to students, teachers,
parents and ot her advocates to get this one
right. The | oopholes for teachers
eval uations are too wide. Sonme advocates have
shared with nme their concerns that the nost
| ogical way to exploit that |oophole would result
in double testing of students so that
teachers are still evaluated based on anot her
test, and students are still required to take the
state test.

However, there is still nuch room
for inmprovenent and concern. For exanpl e, under
this bill or the |law, students are susceptible to
being tested nore than once. Additionally, job
security for teachers still rides on how well
students perform

And since this | aw | eaves the
eval uation matrix intact that continues to
provi de nearly 50 percent weight to students
performance, whether it be the state test or an
alternative assessnment test, that's why | support

this bill with reservations. And | plan to
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introduce a bill that addresses the matri x,
getting rid of high-stakes testing once and for
all.

And | vote yes, with reservations,
and | thank you for your tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martinez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Good afternoon,
and thank you.

As a former educator and school
adm nistrator for 14 years, | understand the want
for a fair teacher evaluation process that does
not subject children to unnecessary testing.

Teachers need to cultivate the |ove
of learning and the thirst for know edge rat her
than teaching to a test. The teacher's
performance and the child' s val ue cannot be
boil ed down to standardi zed testing. It is tine
to let the teachers teach and |l et the students
| earn.

But we are not done. And | do agree
with nmy coll eagues on the other side of the

aisle. W need to continue the conversation on
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education so we can better understand and address
t he needs of our students. W, as nenbers of
this esteened body, need to deliver the sane
strive for excellence that we demand from our
students. And we need to continue to fight to
establi sh the best education standards in our

nati on.

| am honored to be here today as a
former educator supporting this bill and
supporting our teachers and our students, and |
vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kaplan to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,
Senat or Mayer.

It's time that we nove away from
this approach and return control to the |ocal
school district, who are best suited to find
solutions that neet the needs of their own
comunity.

| believe this legislation wll
provi de the support teachers and adm nistrators
need to best serve their students, and so | cast

my vote in the affirmative.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Mayer, for
sponsoring the APPR | egi sl ati on.

As a former high school teacher --
my first teaching job was at a chall engi ng school
in Manhattan. | was fresh out of college. And
these kids just weren't going to do well on
standar di zed tests.

But to judge a teacher, a young
teacher, by how they did was really -- would be
terribly unfair. W had an assistant principal,
they were then called departnent chairs, cone in
once or twice -- it depends on your probationary
status -- and observe you teaching in a class.
That can't be neasured on a standardi zed test.

And therefore, M. President, | vote
enthusiastically for this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senator will be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.
SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

My two sons attend a public school
in ny district in Jackson Hei ghts, which makes
their education an issue that is deeply personal
to ne.

The conpl exities of educati onal
per f ormance cannot be neasured with standardized
tests. | want ny children to realize their ful
potential, to be critical thinkers. And I
recogni ze that in order for that to happen, their
educat ors nust be enpowered to give themthe best
i nstruction possible.

The problemwith a "one size fits

all" nodel is that few students actually fit.
St andardi zed testing is not a fair or accurate
nmeasure of our students' potential or our
educators' effectiveness, and it systematically
pl aces students of color, who do not have the
resources to performwell on these exans, at a
di sadvant age.

| am voting yes because passi ng APPR

is a step toward | essening the burden on students

and educators to performto testing standards

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

548

that do not accurately capture the breadth of
their capabilities. But we nust work toward
fully eradicating the |link between standardi zed
testing and percei ved student and educator

ef fecti veness.

We nust also elimnate the Iink
bet ween teacher eval uations and student
performances altogether, in order to alleviate
our school systens' dependency on testing.

| plan to opt my children out of
standardi zed testing, because this el enent of our
publ i ¢ education system nmust be dismantled in
order to fully address the deep-seated
educational inequities in our state.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

M. Chairman, for this opportunity.

Teacher eval uati ons have been mred
in controversy and delay for too | ong,
unnecessarily so. This legislation is a solid
step forward in pronoting accountability w thout

stripping any professionalismaway from our
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t eachers, which they do pride thensel ves on

| think this bill will result in
better education for our kids than the status quo
provides. | congratul ate Chairperson Mayer on
putting this | egislation forward.

| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| would |ike to associate nyself
with the conments of Senator Little and
Senat or Ranbs about the "one size fits all”
approach to education. It sinply doesn't work.
We've all gone to famly reunions or gatherings
where they've given us "one size fits all" shirts
and we've put themon and it fits sone, it fits
others, but it doesn't fit you adequately. If we
have that neasure and we don't |ike "one size
fits all"™ clothing, we should not have that sane
approach with our children.

W have to make sure we educate the
whol e child and make sure we educate the whol e

famly, but we have to nake sure teachers are

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

550

gi ven the tools.

And you know what, |'ve never been
an educator and I won't pretend to be one, but |
have a four-year-old who's going to kindergarten
next year. And she's asking ne questions, and
she's anxious and she's nervous about "Dad, what
is kindergarten going to be like? Are they going
to have tests in school?" And | have a
four-year-old who's asking nme about testing.

So | know ny four-year-old is

brilliant and beautiful and special, |ike every
parent knows their child is brilliant, beautiful
and special. But we have to nake sure we're

nmeasuri ng kids by who they are but not what sone
artificial nmethod has themat to be.

And |'m gl ad Senat or Mayer has
introduced this bill. And | know with her
background and experience, this is just a first
step in sone education policy that we're going to
be doing in this house, because education cannot,
will not, and should not be a partisan issue.
Kids do not see Dor R red or blue when they're
in schools, unless you're testing them about
colors. And even then, some kids nay be

color-blind. W have to have a color-blind

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

551

approach to education; we have to nake sure we're
doing right for every student in every county of
the State of New York

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,

M. President.

Al though | think that this bill is a
great step forward in allow ng for schoo
districts to opt out of connecting teacher
eval uations to state testing, our state needs to
do nore to elimnate the culture of teaching to a
test within our education system

| believe that teachers and
princi pals should be evaluated in order to ensure
that students, especially in | owincone
comunities, can be taught by effective teachers,
just as their peers wthin high-incone
comunities generally do. However, | don't think
that a fill-in-the-bubble assessnent is the way
to go for our educational adm nistrators and
per sonnel .

| believe that the way forward is to
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all ow for evaluating teachers to give students
per f ormance assessnents that can easily be
integrated within the regul ar course of the
school day. This would elinmnate the need for
teachers to waste instructional tinme to give
students a test that can take up to two to three
peri ods.

Under the federal governnent's
Every Student Succeeds Act, states actually have
the option of opting into creating innovative
forms of assessnents. They would do so by
appl yi ng through the Innovative Assessnent
Denonstration Authority, or the 1ADA. And |
would Iike to urge the state to apply for this.
And it's currently nmy understandi ng that New York
State has not done so, whereas states such as
Loui si ana and New Hanpshire have done so.

| look forward to working together
to inprove the quality of education for our
students. And nonetheless, | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President.
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| wanted to congratul ate
Senat or Mayer for this inportant piece of
| egi sl ation.

My concern has been all al ong not
just what teaching to the test does to students,
but what it also does to teachers. It dulls
their creativity in the classroom It nakes them
al nost |ike robots, having to prepare daily
t hi nki ng about these tests that are on the
hori zon.

This is a profession that we need to
continue to |ift up and provide them greater
|l eeway in creativity. Not just so they teach our
kids better, which is a concern of mne -- | have
a third-grader who is thinking about those
tests -- but al so because we need to recruit
better. W need a wider array of recruiting for
t he teachi ng profession by separating the tests
and student evaluation. | think we're building
on that.

And, you know, there's that old
expression: The world isn't run by
val edi ctorians or straight A students. And we
need to recogni ze as a state and as a chanber

that there's a lot of different types of students
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and a lot of different ways to succeed in our

publ i ¢ school s.

So thank you, Senator Mayer. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Thomas to explain his vote.
SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you to Senator Mayer for
introducing this bill.

Children are our future, and we need
to give themall the tools they need in order to
have a successful |life going forward. And we
need our teachers to be able to instruct themin
the right way. Overtesting and basically
eval uating the teacher on how they do test prep
is not the answer in bringing our children up.

|"ve heard fromteachers in ny
district -- Zach Matthei, who teaches hi gh school
in the inner city, and he says how hard it is to
instruct these children on this test prep instead
of actually giving themthe type of education
that they need in order to succeed.

For those reasons, | amvoting yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President. | amalso proudly voting yes on
this bill.

As a lifelong educator, | feel very
strongly about why teachers go into the
prof ession. They do it out of a passion for
their subject matter but, nore than that, for
their children and the children in their care.
And they want to be able to treat these children
as individuals and to care for them to foster
their love of learning and their creativity in
every way they can.

And standardi zed tests put such a
danper on that ability to really engage with
their students as individuals and as individual
| earners with their own style.

So | amvery proud to vote for this,
and | thank Senator Mayer for putting it forward.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Conmrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: | rise to vote aye
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on this bill.

| want to congratul ate Senator Mayer
for bringing it forward and Leader Cousins for
maki ng sure that this was an earlier part of our
agenda this year.

| think it's inmportant that we
enpower teachers by renoving shackles fromthem
that too many teachers are unfortunately shackl ed
by all of the changing responsibilities, the
rul es and regul ati ons every year that's being
pronmul gated by their different departnents of
educati on.

| think that allow ng for
creativity, allowing for the ability for teachers
to be expressionist or visionary in their
nmet hodol ogy of teaching, only nmakes sense.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Seei ng and hearing no other Senator
that wishes to explain their vote, Senator Mayer
to cl ose.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Majority Leader
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Senat or Stewart-Cousins and nmy col | eagues on both
sides of the aisle for supporting this bill today
and placing such a high priority on our children
and teachers.

Today, by passing this bill, we take
a significant step forward for students, parents,
and teachers by elimnating the nmandatory use of
state exanms in evaluating teachers, thus righting
a serious wong in current |aw

It is indeed unfortunate that under
the current state law, tests, which in a
productive educational setting can help identify
gaps in learning and educating and can assess
student growt h, have becone sources of excessive
student and parent anxiety and strife.

Too often -- and we heard it here
today -- fourth- and fifth-graders are so anxious
about a test they are actually too sick to cone
to school. And too often our teachers are forced
to teach to a test when their passion, as we
heard today, is to teach to the student. That is
unaccept abl e.

Wth this bill we finally begin to
acknow edge that children and the | earning

process cannot be captured in a single test, and
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that the results of those tests were not and
could not be accurate neasures of a teacher's
per f or mance.

We recogni ze the current |aw created
pressure on students and teachers alike -- not
necessarily to work hard and | earn new i deas, but
to produce inproved test scores. That is not a
constructive way to eval uate teachers, to educate
students, and to engage our parents.

While it's currently true that under
federal law we in New York cannot elimnate al
standardi zed tests, we know that the idea that
student grow h could be nmeasured by individual
tests alone is unacceptable and fails to reflect
our diverse student community, the individual
needs of students, and that alternative neasures
of student growth and teacher perfornmance are far
nore legitinmate, nore accurate and justified.

Si nce 2015 when these provisions
were initially adopted, parents, teachers, the
Regents and the Legislature, in a bipartisan way,
have all recognized the flawin this law. That
is why | amso pleased that this bill has
bi parti san support in both houses of the

Legi sl ature.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

559

And | want to note that while we
appl aud the Regents for hearing the voices of
teachers and parents, and we | ook forward to
working with them as |legislators today we are
doi ng what we are charged to do: To make the
necessary changes in state law that are | ong
over due.

We are returning evaluations to
| ocal control by requiring that the selection and
use of assessnments will be decided at the | ocal
| evel , where districts and the teachers can
deci de on how to eval uate teachers.

We are protecting districts from
potential |loss of state funding while they
negoti ate these provisions, and we are renoving
t he sunset provision that woul d have kept student
test scores on student records.

In all, we are taking a significant
step forward on behal f of teachers, students, and
parents, and we care about all three.

So today | commend ny col | eagues for
voting in the affirmative. 1'mso pleased this
bill is passing. | look forward to its passage
in both houses and signing by the Governor.

| vote aye
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:24 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
12:31 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
next on the controversial cal endar can we proceed
with Cal endar Nunber 36.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 36,
by Senator Sepul veda, Senate Print 1250, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Giffo, why do you rise?

SENATOR CGRI FFQO M. President, |

believe that there is an anendnent at the desk.
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| would ask that the reading of the anendnent be
wai ved and that you call upon Senator Ott for an
expl anat i on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Giffo.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATCR GRI FFO Ther ef or e,

M. President, | would appeal the ruling of the
chair and ask that you recognize Senator Ott to
be heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senator Ortt may be heard.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President.

O course this is germane. Everyone
in this chanber knows it. This amendnent is
known as the MIlitary Personnel Schol arship
Program W' re tal king about meking coll ege nore
af f ordabl e, dedicating nore dollars to a program
to make coll ege nore accessible for a group of
Ameri cans of all backgrounds who are here legally

who have one thing in conmon: They've worn the
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uni form of the greatest nation in the world.

Thi s anendnent woul d grant
scholarships to mlitary personnel who have been
honorabl y di scharged and currently reside in
New York State. The awards woul d be granted for
the duration of up to four years -- or five, if
the program of study normally requires five
years -- and shall not exceed the cost of tuition
at the State University of New York, |less than
any other state or federal financial aid
recei ved.

So everyone in this chanber knows
that this is germane. W have veterans who are
returning fromlraq and Af ghani stan who are
trying to transition to civilian life, and there
are gaps when it cones to the post-911 3 Bill
areas that do not cover veterans and their
ability to go back to college. And as we know,
they' re graduating with nounds of debt. O in
some cases they're not finishing their prograns
of study because they can't afford to take on
nore debt .

So if there's any group in New York
State or this country who is worthy of setting

asi de funding to make col |l ege nore affordable or
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nmore accessible, it's our veterans.

And | would ask nmenbers of the

Majority to join with ne -- don't be afraid of
the hostile anendnent. Join with ne. |'msure
your | eadership has told you to vote no. |I'm
asking you to listen to me and not them |I'm

asking you to support this anendnent because it's
the right thing to do. | do not believe that
there's anyone in this roomwho does not support
our nmen and wonen in uniform

And | would posit that a vote no
intellectually is not about the gernaneness or
whet her this anendnment is out of order, because
of course it's germane. A no vote is a vote
agai nst the nen and wonmen who have worn the
uniformof this country.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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SENATCR GRI FFO Show of hands,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

(Show of hands.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senator Giffo.

SENATOR CGRI FFQO M. President, |
ask that you recognize Senator Ott and
Senat or LaVal l e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain nmy vote on the
bill before us known as the DREAM Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Ott on the bill.

SENATOR ORTT: | guess only here in
Al bany would I have to explain ny vote, because
inny district there would be no need to explain
my opposition to this bill.

And | think | speak for nmany nenbers
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of ny conference and about -- probably mllions
of New Yorkers who al so share that opposition
And the better explanation is why we're doing
this today.

There's no question this wll
i ncrease costs for New Yorkers. [It's either
going to increase taxes or you're going to have
increased tuition rates at our state schools. O
both. Any narrative to the opposite is either
naive or it's an outright fabrication.

And as long as | have constituents
who struggle to send their children to school,
who take out mounds of student |oan debt, either
the parents or the students, and who now have the
added bonus to know that they not only have to
struggle to pay back their |oans or pay that
tuition, but they also know that their dollars
are going to pay for illegal inmmgrants.

Wen we can take care of every
Anmerican citizen who is here legally, who has
pl ayed by the rules and paid into the system
then we can tal k about those who are not. But to
me, | can never explain to the hardworking
parents in ny district, and so nmany children who

have left New York with that debt, or who never
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seek coll ege because of that debt, that |
supported such a neasure.

And as we've also heard, this isn't
the last step, this is the first step. W hear a
| ot about first steps, right? It's a first step.
We're going to go further, we need to go further.
Well, we already know where this is going because
menbers of the Majority have said as mnuch.
don't even need to be creative, | can just | ook
at what they've said. Today it's college
tuition, tomorrow it's driver's |licenses, and one
day it will be voting rights.

And those are all things that | find
not only abhorrent but actually are neant to
underm ne federal law. And it's a federal |aw
that has existed | ong before the current
adm ni stration, no matter what some fol ks want to
believe. And underm ning federal |aw,
underm ning the Constitution, underm ning the
fabric of this country to me is sonething that |
swore an oath not to do and quite frankly to do
t he opposite, to uphold the Constitution and to
uphold the existing | aws of the |and.

We do not get to decide as a state

which aws we want to pay attention to and which
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laws we don't. And if we start doing that, it's
a very, very bad precedent, | believe, going
forward

So M. President, having said all of
that, | want to be included in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
LaVval | e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senator, are you on the bill or --

SENATOR LaVALLE: Yeah.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
LaValle on the bill.

SENATOR LaVALLE: | want to say
that -- acknow edge Senator Peralta, who had
chanpi oned this for many, many years. Many
years.

And al so ny opposition is not based
on the issue of immgrants, but we're | ooking at
provi ding, again -- and you know, Senator Ott is
right. In his district and mne, | wouldn't have
to explain anything. People would see through
providing -- or not providing something, kind of

support for our hardworking citizens that in
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their life have built this country and they have
struggl ed, many students, struggled to put
t hensel ves and their children through coll ege.
And you know, we don't realize it,
but we shouldn't be pitting one class of citizens
agai nst another. | hear -- and | see so many
peopl e working two jobs to put thensel ves or
their children through coll ege.

So a couple of years ago we had a

bill that the Governor created, the Excel sior
Schol arship Program You mght recall it was the
Governor's free tuition program So -- and the

whol e thing has gotten a little nmuckied up. But
the nost inportant thing is that we ensure,

t hrough our TAP program and ot her prograns, that

we're providing for all, all of our citizens.
And | -- you know, we have such a
brain drain. And it not only applies to -- there

have been a series of articles selecting upstate
New York as a target. But it's throughout the
state. Wiether it's Long Island or Ui ca,
New York, there is a brain drain going on

So | think we need to -- | think,
Senator Ortt, you started off, you hit the nai

right on the head. Whether it's mlitary people
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or other people, we need to provide fairness.
And sone of you are going to have to go back to
your districts and explain -- it will be a good
tap dance -- how you are providing here for two
di fferent classes of people, and it depends who
you are whether you get a benefit or not.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

My col |l eagues, | would be remss if
as a representative, as we all are in this
room - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Tedi sco, are you on the bill?

SENATCR TEDI SCO Yes, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Ckay.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. If I didn't give
you a short nmessage fromthe constituents in ny
district, the 49th Senatorial District, which is
| arger than two states, Rhode Island and
Del aware, 4,000 square mles. The nessage is
this. | haven't cone upon one citizen in the
49t h Senatorial District who has told me -- or

anybody el se who | haven't spoke to who is a
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citizen in that district -- who thinks they

shoul d be able to break the | aw and be rewarded

for it.

And they can't understand why this
bill is passing for those individuals who have
broken the law -- not only this one, any |law, and

be rewarded for it. They know t hat doesn't
happen to them And they are citizens of the
49th Senatorial District in the State of
New Yor k.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
there any other Senators w shing --

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, would the sponsor
yield for a couple of questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President. Through you. Thank you, Senator

Sepul veda.

My question -- through you,
M. President -- as the parent of children
attending college, and as a citizen, |I'mrequired
to fill out a FAFSA docunent. | didn't know what
that stood for, | asked soneone on the staff. It

stands for the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid. You fill that out under penalty of
perjury. It's a crine to lie on that docunent in
order to see whether or not you are eligible for
any federal or state aid for your child.

The way it works out, M. President,
is if you check that off that you're a citizen
and you have a job as a parent, you don't get
anyt hing. That's another story.

My question to the sponsor is, in
order to be eligible under this |egislation,
woul d the parents of a Dreamer be required to
fill out a FAFSA?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: " m
sorry, | didn't hear the --

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: No.
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SENATCOR LANZA: So woul d the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Through
you, M. President.

So the parents of a Dreamer applying
for taxpayer aid would not be required to provide
proof, under any penalty, of their income in
order to receive this taxpayer aid? |s that
true?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: |"msorry, ask
your question again?

SENATOR LANZA: So a Dreaner
appl ying for taxpayer aid under this |egislation
woul d not be required, as a citizen is required,
to have their parents provide proof under sone
penalty of what their inconme is?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: As part of the
act we will promulgate rules that have new forns
that the parents will have to submt and sign to

conply with the DREAM Act .
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SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Through
you, M. President.

Wul d these new forns be identical
to what is required to be conpleted by parents of
citizens attending college? For instance, the
FAFSA docunent ?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: M. President,
the forms will be to conply with the rules of the
DREAM Act and to conply with what's necessary for
t he undocunented i mm grant student to be able to
apply for this program

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR LANZA: So through you
M. President, that's what I'mtrying to
ascertain about this legislation. Wat are the
requirenents to be eligible to receive taxpayer
aid as a student to attend college? And the way
to understand that | think would best be
illustrated by what docunents you woul d be
required to conpl ete.

As | said, as a parent of children
going to college, | and ny wife are required to
fill out a FAFSA docunent telling the governnment
everything we earn and everything we own. And
based upon that, the governnent determ nes
whet her or not we are eligible -- nore
accurately, whether or not our child is eligible
to receive any aid either from New York State or
fromthe federal governnent.

And |'mjust wondering if a
Dreaner's parents would be required to show t he
same thing before they receive this aid. And ny
guestion is not whether or not you'll have to
fill out a form ny question is will it require
you to denonstrate the inconme that you earn, the
i ncome that your parents earn, and all the

property that you own in the sane way an Anerican
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citizen does in the State of New York?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: M. President,
TAP has specific requirenments and forns that have
to be followed. |It's a state program It has
nothing to do with federal prograns for such
students. So there's no connection between the
FAFSA forms and the TAP forms, the fornms that are
required to be filled out for TAP.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: So through you
M. President, that's inaccurate. Unless you
fill out a FAFSA formas a parent in the State of
New York, you're not eligible for TAP. You're
not eligible for any taxpayer aid.

So again, ny question -- through
you, M. President -- is will the parents of a
Dreaner be required to show on a docunent what

their incone is before they are to receive
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t axpayer aid for their college student?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: M. President,
there are going to be forns that will be
specifically created for students that want to
benefit from TAP. They're not going to be
necessarily in conpliance with FAFSA, but there
will be a specific formfor TAP recipients.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Through
you, M. President, | appreciate that. Thank
you, Senat or.

WI1l those fornms require that the
parents of Dreamers supply their income and the
property that they own?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes,

M. President.
SENATOR LANZA: Thank you, Senator.
Through you, M. President, would

t he sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Through
you, M. President.

My understanding is that this
programw || cost the state $27 mllion. Through
you, M. President, do we know where that noney
is going to be com ng fronf

SENATOR SEPUL VEDA: M. President,

t hrough you, I"'mnore than happy to entertain a
di scussi on about the cost of this bill. Dreaners
currently provide approxinmately $115 mllion in

| ocal and state tax revenue. Currently. For
that, they get very little.

So if this is going to cost

$27 mllion, which is a projected cost, | ask
you -- if | ask you to give ne $27 mllion and |
gi ve you back $115 mllion, would you like to do

t hat deal ?
SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

M. President, would the sponsor
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continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President, | certainly agree with the logic
there if it pans out. |It's often the argunent |
make with respect to cutting taxes here in
New York. | think often when you cut taxes, you
receive a benefit exponential to what you say you
are cutting, so certainly that resonates with ne.

Through you, M. President, can the
sponsor assure the people of the State of
New York that as a result of this legislation the
cost of SUNY tuition will not be increased?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: M. President,
there's nothing that | can assure in terns of the
cost of SUNY. But | don't believe there will be
an appreci abl e cost for SUNY or CUNY.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
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t he sponsor yield? Does the sponsor yield?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Through
you, M. President.

So the $27 nmillion needs to cone
from somewhere. And one of ny primary concerns
is that it does not cone froman increase in the
cost of tuition in SUNY. So that's the purpose
of the question. Can the sponsor ensure or woul d
t he sponsor propose |legislation that could cap
the tuition cost of SUNY education in the State
of New York, given that there is the possibility
that this |egislation would obviously result in
the need to find noney sonmewhere to pay for it,
and the natural place mght be froman increase
in SUNY tuition

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: The cost of the
tuition is not related to the Dream program The
cost -- so the cost of TAP is conpletely
di fferent from funding your public educational
institutions.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you, Senator
Sepul veda. | appreciate the discussion.

You know, | think it's a shane that
when we address and consider legislation |ike
this there is always this aninus that is created
bet ween the conpeting sides. W often here in
Al bany, and really in the body politic across the
country, we advance legislation or ideas; if you
agree with me, you're a good person. |If you
don't, you're evil or something even worse. And
that certainly has been part of the discussion
surroundi ng t he DREAM Act .

| renmenber -- and | know famly and
friends of Senator Peralta are here. | renenber
havi ng dozens of discussions with Senator Peralta
over this issue, and never once did | ook at him
and shake ny head in disdain or belief that he
was a bad person or soneone wanting to destroy
the country or the state because of his position,
and never once did he do that toward ne. W had
wonderful, | think, intellectually based and
civil conversations both in his office, in ny

office, in the lounge and in these halls. And he

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

581

believed fervently in his position, and | know it
came fromhis | ove of people, pure and sinple.
And | had and hold my position, and I'd like to
believe it comes fromthe same place.

|"ve never nmet a person, whether
they're a citizen or not a citizen, and not
wanted to be kind to them not wanted to help
them | was raised to believe we're all God's
children, and that's a belief that | firnmy hold.

But I want to nmake sure that when we
enact policies that they are fair, that they hit
the mark, but they also do not take casualti es.

| supported sonething that |
di scussed with Senator Peralta many tines, and he
was -- he was open to it, and he listened. |
spoke to many Dreaners in ny office up here,
scores of Dreaners, and we had open, honest
di scussions. The peopl e that brought them up
here never wanted to allow themto have those
di scussions with me. But they did. And quite
often they were -- there was novenent. Movenent
by nme, novenent fromthem And that's what
happens soneti nes when you actually tal k about
t hi ngs and not hate each other over things.

And one of the things that |
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supported for nany years and actually tried to
advance was allow ng Dreaners the sane privil ege
that we allow nmy daughters and students who are
citizens, which is the privilege of taking on a
nmount ai n of student debt. And | thought that it
woul d be appropriate, because | think it's wong
that a person who is allowed to attend schoo

here in this state and this country does not have
access to a loan. | think that's wong and |'ve
al ways supported that.

And many Dreaners said, hey, you
know -- when | tal ked about kids back in ny
district having to take what seened to nme to be
i nsur nount abl e student | oan debt -- agreed that
it wuldn't be fair, perhaps, for one group of
peopl e because of their status to go, for
instance -- to be able to go to school for free,
while the student they're sitting next to is
accurul ating debt. And that was a proposal that
|"ve supported for a long tine. | mght add,
unpopul ar in Republican circles as it is in
Denocratic circles.

So ny concern here is not that we're
going to hel p human bei ngs, ny concern is what is

it going to nean for other people, other
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students. | think it's inportant to know that if
t axpayers are going to take noney out of their
pockets and give it to people to help them
regardl ess of what the arena is, in school or

el sewhere, that that person actually has that
need. | think that's legitimate. That's not
hateful. That's not bigoted. That's not sone
trick to try to prevent sonmeone fromgetting
something. It's a legitinmate concern that we
shoul d have.

No one has objected that | know of
in this chanber, Denocrat or Republican, that the
parent of a student who is a citizen needs to
provi de proof of income, provide proof of every
penny they own before they receive aid. No one
has said that's hateful, that's horrible, we need
to stop that. No one has said, jeez, the policy
we have in place now neans that a | ot of Kkids
whose only crime is that their parent has a job
and that they are a citizen have to just take on
this mountain of debt. | don't see anybody
crying for me, Argentina, about that.

But it's a real issue in every one
of our districts. Talk to parents -- and | know

you have. Talk to the students. It's real, and
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it's growing, and it's mounting. And nothing is
bei ng done. Wether at the federal |evel, the
state level, by Denocrat or Republican, nothing
i s being done.

Do you know why | know nothing is
bei ng done, M. President? Because the problem
is getting worse. It's not getting better. And
so we need to address that in the context of this
as well. And | know this is funny,

Senat or Sepul veda, but it hurts parents to know
that their kids are taking on this incredible
debt in order to get a college education.

So | think it is all relevant that
we tal k about these issues and we tal k about the
cost and we tal k about whether or not we have a
process in place that requires parents of
Dreaners to do the same things we require parents
of citizens. | think that's only fair. And I
hope, as we promul gate these rules, that that is
a reality. Because that's not hate, that's | ove.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.
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The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 18. This
act shall take effect inmediately; provided,
however, that Section 2 of this act shall take
ef fect January 1, 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Serrano to explain his vote.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

| would Iike to rise and say what an
honor it is to be part of this Senate body as we
pass this inportant |egislation today.

And | would like to pay tribute and
honor to ny friend, Senator José Peralta, whose
famly is here, and thank himand his | egacy for
chanpioning this issue for so nmany years and
continuing to keep it at the forefront for such
a long tine.

And to al so Senator Sepul veda, for
his trenmendous work in ensuring that we have this

day, that we have this inportant vote.
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This is one of those issues which
feel is so fundanmental to what the Anerican dream
is all about. W are a nation, a state that is
built on the whol e concept of inmgration, where
you have the best and the brightest and those who
choose to cone fromother countries to help build
a better society here. And for generations, this
is the way it has been. It has created a fabric
of society that is unlike any other in the world.
It's an experinment that has been such an amazi ng
and fruitful experience that we call the American
dream

And if we could -- | would sort of
offer a guess if we could go back in tinme, if we
had a tinme machine and we could reach back to
previ ous immgrant comrunities who struggled and
suffered in so many of the same ways that
i mm grants today do, and ask them what coul d be
one thing that you wi sh could have been
different, what could have been different about
our society, and |I'msure they woul d say access
to education. It is the tools, it is the tool box
that any inmgrant would need in order to help
build this American dream

It is not a handout, it is an
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opportunity to be part of a level playing field
that will give students in our state the
opportunity to beconme a robust nenber of the
econonm c force, that will give themthe
opportunity to put food on the table in their
homes. It will give themthe opportunity to
ultimately achieve what is so intrinsic to the
Ameri can experinent, and that is a firm education
and buil ding upon this American dream

So again, I"'mso grateful to ny
col | eagues for their vote on this inportant
| egi slation; again, to the | egacy of our friend
and col | eague Senator Peralta and all those
i nvol ved for meking this happen.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to begin by thanking ny
predecessor, Senator José Peralta, and his
near - decade fight to seeing this bill pass. His
famly joins us today, and | want to take this

opportunity to express ny nost heartfelt
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condol ences to all of you.

This nmorning, 50 Dreaners from ny
district in Queens cane to Al bany so that they
can witness this historic day. They canme here to
watch as we affirmtheir status should not affect
the opportunities they are afforded in this
country.

| think it's appropriate to center
remar ks about this bill on the people it wll
affect, undocunmented students in New York, which
is why I want to take the time to highlight two
students who have j oi ned us.

O iver Sandivia cane to the
United States from Mexi co when he was 11, and now
lives in LeFrak City, Queens. He's an
undocunent ed col | ege student at New York City
Col | ege of Technol ogy, and he is studying to
beconme a nechani cal engi neer.

Ri chard Salinas canme to the
United States in 2014 from Ecuador, when he was
14 years old, and now |lives in Maspeth, Queens.
This year Richard will be graduating from
hi gh school and wants to study psychol ogy and
education. Richard hopes to go on to help

i mm grant youth cope with the obstacles that cone
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with being in a new country.

These students are driven, gifted,
and al ready nmaking inval uable contributions to
their conmunities, to Queens and to New York as a
whol e. The only difference between these
students and the nmenbers of this chanber is what
side of the border they were born on.

Passi ng the José Peralta DREAM Act
will give these students the resources that are
al ready afforded to many other students in
New York. Passing this bill nmeans investing in
and cel ebrating our inmmgrant and undocunent ed
comunities instead of hol di ng them back.

| am proud to dedicate nmy yes vote
today to ny nei ghbors who have joined nme fromthe
district. |1 want to recognize the Dreaners from
Make the Road New York, the CUNY and SUNY
Dreaners, and the original activists, creators
and advocates of the DREAM Act, the New York
State Youth Leadership Council, including one of

nmy favorite people, ny friend Tania Mattos, who's

here today.

{I'n Spanish.} G acias.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
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Senat or Jackson to explain his vote.
SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
M. President.

To nmy col |l eagues and to everyone
present today, the DREAM Act all ows young
Dreaners who aspire to use their talent and | ove
of their community to better thensel ves by
gai ning access to a hi gher education.

Research has shown that our
undocurnent ed communities nake positive
contributions to our |local and country's econom c
devel opnent. Supporting this bill is not only
just and the right thing to do, but it is also a
smart nove in noving our state forward.

In my district in Manhattan --
Marble Hi I, Washi ngton Heights, |nwood,

West Harlem going all the way down to the Upper
West Side and Chel sea area -- there are scores of
undocunent ed youth who tal k about what they want
to be when they grow up. Their immgration
status should not be created as a barrier to
reachi ng those goals. And passing this

| egislation will open the door to uplifting these
conmuni ties, whose work ethic is a heart of who

t hey are.
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Wth the passing of the DREAM Act,
we are on our way to making New York State a
| eader in providing opportunity and sol utions for
i mm grants, particularly undocunented yout h.
This is inportant at a tinme when these people are
anong those targeted by our current federal
adm nistration. W nust do everything we can at
the state level to nake it easier for inmmgrants,
regardl ess of their status, to get an education
that will enpower themto better contribute to
our communities across New York State.

| believe in the American dream
The DREAM Act, which we will nane after
José Peralta, a fornmer nenber of this body who
spent years trying to nove this forward, will set
us on that path. And it's the right path for us
to take.

|"m proud to stand with everyone,
the imm grant communities and everyone who
believes in the American dream especially the
peopl e of the 31st Senatorial District, which
represent -- | amproud to stand and say | vote
aye here this afternoon.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
Senator LaValle to explain his vote.
SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
M. President.
Last night | reviewed for a few
m nutes the budget. And Senator Jackson, | just
say to you review the higher ed budget, because
you're going to have to give to the people of the
31st District tin cups. Not much noney in there
for SUNY and CUNY.
So M. President, | think the best
t hi ng about what we're doing today is for our
col | eague Senator Peralta, who worked tirelessly
to bring this bill to the house. And |I w sh |

could vote for it, but I amvoting in the

negati ve.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.
Senat or Carlucci to explain his
vote. OCh, oh, I"'msorry. Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can you please call on Senator Jackson for a
poi nt of personal privilege. He was referenced
fromthe floor in a manner of ill will by one of

the nenbers of the Mnority, and I'd like to give

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

593

hima chance to respond.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to ny coll eague.

| will be glad to take as many tin
cups as you give nme to take down to ny district.

But et nme just say to not only you,
nmy col |l eague, but to everyone. The New York
State budget is over $170 billion. And what
we're tal king about, the cost of this, is no nore
than 27 mllion. Mnuscule in terns of a
$170 billion budget.

So | take, you know, exception to
the tin cup theory. But in fact if you have
315,000 tin cups, | will take themto the
31st Senatorial District.

Thank you.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Senat or - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carl ucci --

SENATOR LaVALLE: (I naudi bl e.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
LavVal l e, you're out of order.

SENATOR JACKSON: Senat or LaVall e,
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in ny response to you -- and if you take
exception to that, | duly apol ogi ze. But you
insulted ne by what you said.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank ny col |l eagues
for supporting this inportant |egislation, thank
Leader Senator Stewart-Cousins for bringing this
to the floor, Senator Sepulveda for shepherdi ng
it through, the Peralta famly for being here
today -- it's so inportant to have your presence
in the chanber. And particularly to Senator José
Peralta, whom | had the honor and privilege to
work closely with in this chanber. And not a day
went by w thout Senator Peralta tal king about how
we're going to advance this inportant |egislation
and the inmpact it would have on thousands of
peopl e across our state.

So | believe when we tal k about the
cost, as has been referenced, this is a small
investnment that will pay dividends. Wen we're
tal ki ng about breaki ng down barriers for

t housands of students, that nmany of them-- nost
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of them have been educated by sone of the
greatest teachers on the planet right here in
New York State and have a high school diploma
fromone of our schools, they're going on to
fantastic things. And that neans wonderf ul
things for the communities that we serve.

So this is a small investnent that
will pay dividends, will inprove the |ives of
t housands of young people here in New York State,
and in doing that will inprove the lives of al
New Yor kers.

So I"mvery excited to be voting in
support of this legislation. | want to thank ny
col | eagues and all the advocates that have worked

so hard to advance this |egislation.

M. President, | vote yes. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.
SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.
To the famly and friends of
Senator Peralta, | thank you for comng to

continue the |l egacy that he set forth in the
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State Senate. The José Peralta DREAM Act is a
nmonunent al acconpl i shment that we should all be
proud of regardl ess of what district you
represent.

We tal k about education being so
important. |If education is truly the vehicle to
the future, why should we deprive gas to sone and
not to others?

| want to reference two individuals
who have realized their dream and they inspire
peopl e every day.

The first is the Senate's very own
Angelica Martinez, a Dreanmer who spent
20 years-plus in this state. She had to go
full-time to Baruch Col |l ege; her parents had to
pay full tuition because she was not eligible for
TAP. You know, with a mnd |like Angelica' s |
wonder what woul d have happened if she woul d have
been able to have TAP.

Cesar Vargas, the first Dreamer to
be sworn into the New York State Bar. | had the
honor -- and it was an honor, Cesar, and it
remai ns an honor -- to go to CUNY Law School with
you. There's no card that shows "I amnot a

citizen" on your chest. The black-letter |aw
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that you studied in CUNY Law doesn't indicate
that you are an immgrant. You were capabl e at
CUNY Law, and thankfully you were sworn into the
New York State Bar.

What about the next Cesar Vargas?
What about the next Angelica Martinez?

Let's tal k about all of the
Dreaners. In the 36th Senatorial District, a |lot
of people dream-- those from Col onbia, from
Mexi co, from South Asian descent, African
descent, Cari bbean descent. M/ Janai can
popul ation, I'mgoing to say a whol e heap of
t hem

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: You know? But

Dreaners cone in every shape, size and col or.

And if we're really going to be about "all |ives
matter," then let's really be about all |ives
matter.

Let's tal k about Langston Hughes
once said "Wiat happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?" Wll,
in the New York State Legislature, it finally
gets done.

| vote aye, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Persaud to explain her vote.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today in support of this
| egi slation. Thank you to the sponsor. Thank
you to Madam Leader for bringing this to the
floor. It's about tine.

Thank you to the Peralta famly. |
know t oday Senator Peralta is |ooking down on us
and saying "It's about tine." The dreamis a
reality.

On behal f of the constituents of the
19th Senatorial District, | thank you all for
supporting this inmportant |egislation.

W nust renenber that we are not
just giving noney away to people who are
undeserving. W have invested in these students
al ready. Wiy not continue so they can becone
productive citizens in our state.

W understand the conversati ons,
|"ve heard it from both sides saying what we mnust
do for the famlies who are burdened with high

tuition costs. | renmenber leaving college with a
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high tuition bill. W have to continue that
conversation. But we nmust not deny the right to
education to students who are deserving.

The only crime, if you want to | ook
at it that way, as sone people have said, that
they have conmtted is trying to be better in a
state that is open to all. That's all they have
done.

And today we are telling them we
understand you, you are deserving, here is the
noney to pay for tuition so that you can becone
productive residents of the State of New York
W will not | ook down on you. You are not

second-cl ass to anyone.

So to all of my colleagues today, on

behal f of all of the immgrants in my conmunity,
| thank you for supporting this inportant

| egislation. And we nust continue to do nore.

Thank you all.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Myrie to explain his vote.
SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
M. President.
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My parents cane to this country
al nrost 50 years ago: My nom on a prom se of a
mattress in a roomand a job in a textile
factory; ny father, on a simlar prom se to work
in a sponge-making factory. And their dream
i ke many of the dreanms of the immgrants in ny
district and throughout this entire state, was to
wor k hard and provide their children the
opportunities afforded everyone else in this
country.

Today | stand in this chanber as a
realization of their dream But it is a path
t hat was paved by the education that I
received -- education that would not have been
possi bl e without assistance fromthe state.

Now, | happened to win the birth
lottery, and I was born in the best borough of
Br ookl yn --

(Reaction from nmenbers.)

SENATOR MYRI E: But today, today
this body says we are opening up the dream of
opportunity no matter where you were born. The
gift of education is sonething that you deserve
no matter what your zip code and no matter where

you cane from
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And while the country has been
transfixed with the chaos happening in D.C., the
New York State Senate, yet again, is standing up
and |l eading the way in protecting our vul nerable
comunities. And nake no mistake, this is the
begi nning and not the end of our efforts to
protect our immgrants in this state.

So | want to congratul ate the
many advocates that have fought for this for
years. | want to congratul ate Senator Sepul veda,
congratul ate José Peralta. And | want to nost
i mportantly congratul ate the thousands of
Dreaners who will as a result of today get the
education that they deserve.

M. President, | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you very
much, M. President, for your indul gence.

Before | explain nmy vote, allow ne
to recognize the famly of Senator Peralta who is
on the floor here with us today. Cearly the

Senat or was incredibly passionate about this
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particular issue. And | know -- even during ny
short tenure here in the Senate, | know that he
was incredibly dedicated to his community and his
constituents.

And | don't want ny opposition to
this particular piece of legislation to take away
fromhis life's work or his famly who are with
us on the fl oor.

I'I'l offer alittle bit of a
di fferent perspective than ny esteened col |l eague
that we just heard from | have on severa
occasi ons conducted surveys on this particul ar
i ssue back in ny district. The |atest one |ast
week, 85 percent of the people surveyed opposed
this particular piece of legislation. Mst of
them say that they are struggling to afford
college tuition for their own children. Mny of
them say they' re struggling to pay their own
student debt .

So today | stand with those folks
who oppose this legislation, and it's the people
that | represent. | stand with the people who
oppose this bill because it sends the wong
nessage to | egal, hardworking, tax-paying

m ddl e-class famlies who are struggling to
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afford college tuition for their own children

It sends the wong nessage to the mllions who
have worked their way through college and are
still paying off crippling | oan debt. Any
resource to make col |l ege nore affordable should
first go to aiding these struggling New York
famlies and help relieve their crippling student
| oan debt.

| nstead, what we're seeing today is
nmy col |l eagues across the aisle roll out the red
carpet for illegals, approving costly |egislation
that rewards themwi th free college tuition at
t he expense of hardworking, |egal, mddle-class
t axpayers in New York. And for ne, this is an
i ssue of fairness.

Wil e ny col |l eagues across the aisle
give free college tuition to illegal inmmgrants,
they do that while legal mddle-class famlies
scrinmp and save, while | egal hardworking
t axpayers work a second job and while |egal
m ddl e-class fam lies go deeper into debt trying
to meet the rising cost of education.

So who is helping these famlies?
Certainly not us by way of this legislation. I,

for one, support hel pi ng hardworki ng New Yorkers

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

604

go to college and achieve their dreans. This
year's state budget should provide nore financial
aid to those New York famlies that | have just
described, like famlies who have witten nme just
in the recent days: Trish and her husband from
Endicott. | represent these folks. And they
wite: "M husband and | nake $1100 over the

al l oned amount by Excelsior. W had two children
in college. W could only afford this college
education by taking out high-interest | oans.

They both dropped out instead of making us take
on nore debt."

So whil e some seem hel | -bent on
pushing the mddle class down, | wll proudly
vote no today on this bill and stand with Trish
and her husband and so nany nore New Yorkers who
feel the same exact way.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.
And to the Peralta famly, | knew

José long before he was el ected to public office.
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He was a friend of my son. They went to Queens
Col | ege together, and they stayed friends for
many years.

About 10 days ago | saw an op-ed
story in the New York Tinmes. It was by a young
man by the name of Jin Park. And he descri bed
how, in 1997 when he was seven years old, his
parents came to New York and in fact settled in
Flushing, in ny district. And his father worked
as a cook in a Korean restaurant, and his nother
worked in a nail salon establishnent.

And in 2012 -- he was academ cally
proficient -- he received DACA status, which
enabl ed himto continue his education to Harvard,
where he graduated with a degree in biology and

government. And he was recently named a Rhodes

Scholar. The first undocunented citizen -- or
undocunented individual, | wish he were a
citizen -- an undocunented individual who was

able to attend Oxford, and in fact he left for
Oxford in October. He doesn't know if he can
come back to this country.

To me, he enbodies the need for
recognition for academ c excellence, or just a

hi gh school diploma, and putting someone on the
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sanme | evel as any other high school graduate to
attend coll ege and receive the benefits of TAP.
So again, | thank the sponsor, and
particularly the Peralta famly, and | vote aye.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or May to explain her vote.
SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.
| want to thank Senator Sepul veda
for putting this bill forward, and | want to
t hank Senat or Lanza for his very thoughtful
coments about this bill.
| represent a district that is not

100 percent in favor of the DREAM Act. | have a

| ot of constituents who feel the same way, and so

| want to explain why | support it.

Wen we' re tal ki ng about Dreaners,
we're tal king nostly about people who cane to
this country not of their own agency and have no
ot her hone to go to. And so to just marginalize

themas illegal and unworthy of consideration is

| think a real betrayal of the best principles of

our nati on.

And then if you add to that the idea
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that these are peopl e who have surnounted
obstacles that nost of us in this room cannot
i mgi ne to graduate from hi gh school, to get
accepted to college, then we're tal ki ng about
people of a level of initiative and tal ent who
real ly deserve our support.

And yes, there is an investnent
involved in this. But | think, having been a
col |l ege professor, they are exactly the kinds of
students we want in our colleges, and they're
exactly the kind of students we want to graduate
and go on and really build businesses and
contribute to our econony in all the different
ways that they're going to be able to do that.

So | am proud to support this bil
and proud to go back to nmy district and talk to
t he people who m ght not be in support of it and
explain to themwhy | do.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. Chair.
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| rise in support of this bill.
First 1 want to thank Senator Sepul veda for
sponsoring this and wel cone the Peralta famly
here. Thank you for joining us in the chanber
t oday.

| decided to rise to explain ny vote
for a couple of reasons, and I'l|l address ny
remar ks through the chair. That |I'mreally
di sappointed in the divisive tone that this
debate is taking on, that sonehow we're pitting
one group agai nst another group. And that was
the rhetoric ny opponent, the former incunbent
had, and |I'm not surprised now where it cane
from

And that we should be here to lift
all boats and to unite all New Yorkers and not
pit one group agai nst another. And that when
we're all rowing in the sane direction, that's
when New York and America succeeds.

As the son of a decorated conbat
veteran and the grandson of a decorated conbat
veteran, | find it offensive that sonmehow by
supporting the DREAM Act | am di srespecting the
men and wonmen who wear the uniform How

many i mm grants have worn the uni form and shed
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bl ood and paid the ultimte sacrifice for our
freedomthan imm grants did? How many?

So we can tal k about a |lot of things
here today, and what we're doing for one group or
the other. W're tal king about the tax cap
shortly. W're talking about raising the
threshold on TAP. W should be tal ki ng about
things that we can do to relieve student debt, |
agree with that. Let's talk about that. Let's
tal k about other things that we can do. But
let's not pit one group agai nst the other as we
nove forward.

And to critics of this nmeasure,
say this is an investnent in our econony.

There's no greater investnent in our econony than
an educated workforce. There's no better
anti-poverty programthan a good educati on.
There's no better nobility programthan a good
education. So what we need to do to be
conpetitive as a society is have the nost
educat ed wor kforce, not one educated cl ass and
one underclass. That does not work.

So |"mproud to support this bill
for nunerous reasons, but nostly it's a good

i nvestnment in our econony to have the best
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educat ed wor kf orce we can possi bly have.
Thank you. So | vote aye.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Jordan to explain her vote.
SENATOR JORDAN: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.
|"mvoting no on this |egislation
because the DREAM Act is a $27 mllion government

gi veaway, a free college tuition to the children

of illegal -- illegal -- immgrants.
| want to stress the word "illegal™
because | |love and conme froma 100 percent big

fat G eek famly that came here legally. M
grandparents are rolling over in their graves
ri ght now because they gave their bl ood, sweat
and tears and every cent they had to pay for
their -- each child' s college education.

The DREAM Act's a nightnare and a
slap in the face for all the hardworking
t axpayers who play by the rules and struggle to
afford the cost of a college education.

| have two boys, one of whomw || be
going to coll ege next year and one who has been

paying his college |loans for the past three and a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

611

hal f years. Like so many parents, this sunmer
and fall | spent hours upon hours filling out
endl ess financial aid paperwork. | know
firsthand what a struggle it is saving for a
col | ege education, how fanm |lies can go deep into
debt to make college a reality for their kids.

For m ddl e-class fam lies that work
hard, pay the taxes, and play by the rules, the
DREAM Act sends a terrible nmessage. It says
Al bany val ues the children of people who broke
the rules over the folks who follow the rules and
pay the taxes. |It's just plain wong.

Besi des sending a terrible nessage,

t he DREAM Act neans fewer resources avail able for
m ddl e-class famlies, $27 mllion fewer. And we
tal k about noney here like it's Monopoly noney.
Every cent adds up, and you shoul d never just say
"it's only $27 mllion."

This year's state budget should
provide extra aid to many nore New York fam |lies
and veterans and mlitary heroes. |n addition,
we shoul d be | ooking at | oan forgiveness to
recent college graduates who agree to |ive, work,
and raise their famlies in New York

|"mvoting no on the DREAM Act
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because it will be a nightmare for our overtaxed
t axpayers trying to afford a coll ege educati on.
And | think it's a shane that Al bany and this
Denocratic majority and Governor are turning
t heir backs on the hardworking taxpayers who have
followed the rules.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to first thank all of ny
col | eagues who have | ong advocated to pass the
DREAM Act, and to the advocates who have hel ped
make this possible. And also to the famly of
Senator Peralta for joining us today.

| have the honor of representing the
entire nei ghborhood of Bushwi ck in the
State Senate. Also where | live, and in the
borough that Senator Myrie already attested to
the greatness of. Thirty-three percent of
Bushwi ck's residents are foreign-born

For too long, reactionary voices and

forces have benefited fromthe hard work and
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contributions of our inmmgrant neighbors in
Bushwi ck and beyond, yet have refused to extend
to non-citizens the same privileges given to
others. For too |ong, our undocunented nei ghbors
have been discrim nated agai nst and barred from
bei ng able to pursue quality higher educati on.
The DREAM Act will be fundanmental to changi ng

t hat .

The road ahead to full equality and
freedom from di scrimnation based on imm gration
status will also demand that we grant the ability
to obtain driver's licenses, the ability to
obtain professional licenses, the right to
counsel and nore. | look forward to continuing
to work to make New York a place where all of us
can enjoy these rights.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Giffo to explain his vote.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,

M. President.

| appreciate the dialogue here

t oday, because this is a deliberative body. And

this allows us to preside in a chanber where we
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can exchange points of view and we can have

di fferences of opinion philosophically and on
policy. And those are not the politics of

di vision, those are a true denocracy where peopl e
have the opportunity to express thensel ves.

And | want to thank all the nenbers
here for their passion, and particularly for the
menbers of ny conference who have rai sed points
that | believe are valid, accurate and
| egitimate.

And in addition, | think we need to
call attention to sonme of the points that were
made. The difference particularly in this bill,
conpared to the Executive proposal, where in
addition to the undocunmented i mm grants and the
provisions allowing, this allows for tenporary
visa holders to also get that same full-tab
benefit. And that's a concern, because these are
transients with no indication that they wll
remain in this state, yet they will obtain this
benefit.

So | believe that is a legitinate
poi nt that should be made and known, and yet we
can do this in a respectful manner.

More inportantly, though, | want to
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express ny thanks to the Peralta famly. José
Peralta was an honorable man. He was an
extraordinary public servant. | was proud to
know him and serve with himand know that he was
SO0 passionate in so many different ways.

And he was an individual who
understood tol erance and respect. In fact, he
shoul d have received better respect than he
received in the end. But ultimtely a good,
decent and fair elected official. So our

condol ences to you and the famly who are here

t oday.

| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Senator Rivera to explain his vote.
SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

Also first things first. | salute
the Peralta fam|ly and certainly salute the
efforts of Senator Peralta for working on this
bill for as long as he did. | congratul ate
Senat or Sepul veda for bringing this bill to the
floor. And | thank our Majority Leader for

maki ng sure that this was one of the bills that
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we passed in the first weeks.

kay, so here we go. The reality is
that there is a | ot of m sconceptions, fal sehoods
and outright lies that have been told about what
this bill is and is not. Sinply, it is abill to
al l ow access to a certain group of people that
currently do not have access to a tuition
assi stance program to get access.

Who, you m ght ask. |ndividuals who
have graduated from hi gh school, who have been
successful in high school, and who will not be
expected to do anything different than any other
student that currently has access to TAP when
they go to coll ege.

Now, we can certainly have a
conversation about nore funding. And you are
right, Senator Jordan, this is not Monopoly
nmoney. This is real taxpayer noney. But
$27 mllion in a $170 billion budget m ght not
seemlike a lot, but it certainly neans a lot to
progranms |ike this that provide assistance to
students who need it to go to coll ege.

So certainly we can have a
conversation about putting nore noney into that.

As a matter of fact, | think we shoul d. Because
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as Senator Carlucci said, this is an investnent.
It is an investnent because each individual that
gets this and goes through coll ege and graduat es
fromcoll ege makes their life better, earns nore
noney, nakes their famly's life better, and
certainly nmakes the communities that they live in
and our districts better.

But | adies and gentlenen, let's be
cl ear about sone of the |anguage that is being
used not only on this floor but certainly across
this state and across our country to describe
certain folks that we are tal king about today. |
woul d encourage some of ny col |l eagues who use
this | anguage right here on the floor to talk to
these fol ks. They are here. Sone of them are
literally on this floor. Talk to them and ask
t hem when you say the word about either them or
their parents, they are illegals, they are
| awbr eakers -- there is a mscharacterization --
as a matter of fact, what you are doing is you
are dehumani zi ng these individuals, and that is
part of the conversation.

That i s happeni ng across the
country. It is easy to say these other people,

t hese | awbr eakers, these people are bel ow us.
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They' re human beings. They are New Yorkers. And
they are students who, thanks to what we will do
today, will have access to the sanme thing that
every other student currently has access to.

They will have access to tuition assistance, they
will be able to be successful in college. |I'm
very glad that nany of themare here to watch

t hi s.

And again, once again, | would ask
each of you that even thinks this -- because
maybe you haven't said it on the floor, but sone
of you all are definitely thinking it -- to go
and talk to them To think about when you use
that term back hone or on this floor, what are
you doi ng? Wat are you trying to say?

And | would argue that ultimtely,
agai n, these people are human bei ngs, they are
New Yorkers, and I'mvery glad to say that they
will be students at CUNY canpuses with ful
access to tuition assistance. It nakes a
difference to be in the Majority, |adies and
gent | enen.

| will be voting in the affirmative.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

l"d like to remind all of our guests
to pl ease observe the proceedings silently and
respectfully. W need to maintain decorumin the
chanber. Each Senator has a right to be heard
wi t hout interruption, and our stenographer has to
be able to hear what they are sayi ng.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.
The Senator passes.

Senat or Biaggi to explain her vote.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
M. President.

| first want to just begin by
acknow edgi ng and congratul ati ng my col |l eague
Senat or Sepul veda for bringing this bill to the
fl oor; our l|leader for doing so; and to
acknowl edge Senator Peralta's famly for being
wi th us today.

You know, | have prepared renmarks
and | want to start by sharing one or two |ines,
then I want to acknow edge a shift in how | feel
after sitting here today listening to all of the
words that have been said.

New York is quite literally nade up

of all different kinds of people. This is what
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makes New York so great. | represent a district
that is predomnantly in the Bronx. This is the
district that ny grandparents cane off of a boat
and lived in after they left Italy. | am
Italian American, and our fam |y knew that the
only way to maintain and to have access to
opportunity was to be able to access educati on.

| am di sheartened to hear that
i mm grants and human beings who are literally
sitting with us here today are being called
illegals. M grandfather, we can't find his
birth certificate. In fact, we don't know -- and
we can't find nmy grandnother's birth certificate,
we can't find many birth certificates fromny
famly. Does that nake themillegal ? Does that
make ne illegitinmate for being here?

No, it doesn't. Because what
America represents and what New York represents
is a place where everyone i s wel cone.

This bill is inmportant not only to
nove the dialogue forward for this body, but for
t he nation, because we are in a nonent where
words like "illegal" is offensive, it is
antiquated, it is outdated and, nost inportantly,

it is unkind.
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| amof the belief that a rising
tide lifts all ships. This is one of the ways to
do that.

And as a hardworki ng taxpayer with
$180, 000 of student |oans fromlaw school, |
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Conmrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President. | rise today to support the bill

| first want to acknow edge everyone
Peralta, the Peralta sons and your famly for
being here. | want to thank you for your service
to our comunity as well. Having known José
since before he was el ected and his desire to be
an elected official and a servant to all people,
| stand proudly to vote for this bill.

| had prepared remarks, but I'malso
di sheartened, as Senator Biaggi just said, by
sonme of the tone that has happened today.

No one here is a native New Yorker.
No one here is an indigenous New Yorker in this
chanber. Everyone cane here from sonepl ace el se.

My parents cane from Jamaica, West Indies, to
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Jamai ca, Queens. | don't talk patois because |
don't want to enbarrass ny Jammi can heritage. |
was fortunate to be born and raised here. | was
fortunate to be educated here. M parents
enphasi zed education as a steppingstone. This
country enphasi zes educati on as a steppi ngstone.
This country appl auds people that cone here to
try to get an education so they can do better.

Wen | was first a Cty Counci
nmenber aide, children were conming to nmy office
finding out that they were illegal inmmgrants.
After they went through high school, got all As,
wanted to be sonebody -- the next Sonia
Sot omayor, the next José Peralta, the next
Zell nor Myrie, the next Fred Akshar. The next
Senat or Lanza.

People are conming to this country to
try to do better. People are here because they
want to have a piece of the Amrerican dream This
is the DREAM Act. W should not be trying to act
like 45 -- separating our citizens, trying to
create two cl asses of people -- when people are
trying to get educated. Wen people are trying
to do better for thenselves. Wen they' ve cone

t hrough the system they' ve qualified, and only
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found out at the last mnute they can't go to
col | ege because they did not know t hey were
illegal. O that because they're being branded
as a status that's unfair to them

They went through high school in the
system They went through college. They want to
go to be a better person. They want to increase
their ability to provide for their famly. They
want to have a decent quality of life.

You' ve al ready heard that right now,
even in their status, they're adding $115 mllion
to the econony. This is only a $27 mllion hit.
This is sonething we should absorb. The G Bill
people didn't want that. Social Security, people
didn't want that. Original SEEK, people didn't
want that. But it's made our |life better as a
gquality in the state.

This is New York State, people.

This is a state that enconpasses, that enbraces,

t hat enhances the people's quality of life. No
matter where you canme from no natter what your
roots were, no matter where you started from you
have an ability to be sonmebody because we as

New Yorkers are trying to help our citizens.

We're elected officials. W need to
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do better for anyone that we encounter. W need
to make their lives better. W shouldn't hold
back anyone because of their ability, because of
the way they communi cate, because of where
they're fromor what their status is. Qur job as

el ected officials is to make everyone's |ives

better.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Breslin to explain his vote.

SENATOR BRESLI N: A very, very
tough act to follow

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,
M. President.

And you may wonder why an Irish
Senator from Al bany is up to speak. Not agai nst
this legislation, but as a sponsor for it. And |
first want to give ny condol ences and praise to
the Peralta fam |y for being here; Senator
Peralta for everything he's done to make this day
possi bl e; and to Senator Sepul veda for bringing
and maki ng sure that we have this day.

This day will help ny guilt a great
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deal. M ancestors, ny father's famly and ny

nother's famly, came fromlreland over a

hundred years ago. | never saw any papers or
docunents. | do know that they were extrenely
poor, both sides of the famly. | do know that

t hey were running from persecution, religious
per secuti on.

And when | see people from Hondur as,
El Sal vador along those trails with young Kkids,
can only think of my ancestors com ng from
I rel and, being on a boat, but able to get through
a process that was a |lot nore casual then than it
is now. A lot easier to assimlate, to acclinmate
yourself into a community than it is now.

So | think it's inmportant, as

Senator Rivera pointed out, this isn't -- the
$27 mllion you are giving these kids who never
knew they were illegal, they cane with their

parents, to again escape persecution, religious
persecution, no jobs, poverty. What would you do
if you were in those countries and you were faced
with a simlar situation?

Yet | stand here and | think there
aren't many people in ny district who woul d be

eligible for this. Wat about the veterans? W
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don't do nearly enough for veterans for
education. And what about m ddle-class famlies?
We don't do nearly enough for themeither.

But is that the reason, is that the
reason that we'll highlight to say no to
Dreaners? | don't think so. | don't think so.
| think we happen to be a little better than
that. | happen to renenber a little -- on the
Statue of Liberty: Your tired, your poor,
yearning to be free. | thought that was in
New York City. Apparently it must be sonepl ace
el se.

This bill will do so nuch for such a
little total anbunt. And yes, 27 mllion is a
lot. But you are hel ping thousands and t housands
of people to make it fairer, to make it nore

equal . To make it what New York should and has

been in the past and will be again. A state we
can all be proud of -- all be proud of, imgine
that. And |'ve felt -- this is a digression --

|"ve felt nore proud to be in this body during
this past two weeks than at any tinme in too many
years than I'd like to recollect.

So fast forward, this is sonething

that all of us should enbrace, all of us should
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enbrace because we have others who fit into that
profile. And there will be another day for them
But we have a steppingstone here in our ability
to do the right thing.

| vote in favor of the DREAM Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Savino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Sepul veda
for maki ng sure that he was able to get this bil
to the floor. O course our Leader, Senator
Stewart-Cousins, for acting on it so swiftly.

| especially want to acknow edge and
recogni ze the Peralta famly -- his wife, his
not her, his brother, his children -- and his
staff who was here with him who hel ped hi mover
the years nove this bill along. Senator Lanza
t al ked about the nmany conversations he had with
Senator Peralta, and | think we all have.

You know, this is a difficult vote
for a lot of people, even for those of us who
want to vote for it. People back home in our

districts are suffering. They're struggling with
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the cost of education the way we all did. |
mean, | will tell you | was startled to hear how
much Senat or Bi aggi owes in student |oans. But
that's the reality for a lot of famlies in this
state. And | think that's what holds sone of us
back fromfully enbracing this idea, which I'm
goi ng to.

But we are Senators, and with that
conmes the privilege and the responsibility to try
and sol ve problens for the people of the State of
New York. And just because we can't solve the
probl ens for everybody today doesn't nmean we
shoul dn't strive to solve the problens for sone
peopl e today. And what's what this is about.

| woul d hope that none of us think
we're going to pass the José Peralta DREAM Act
and never do another thing on higher education.

| don't believe anybody in this room believes

that. | know you all know just how expensive it
is. |If you don't have children, you hear it from
your friends. |If you do have kids, you're

struggling just to figure it out. And sone of us
in this chanber are still paying off student debt
from when we were in college.

That's an Anmerican travesty that we
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can do sonething about. W have the ability to
i mprove conditions for all students. And it
doesn't nean that we have to deprive one set of
students while we give to another.

But | want to tal k now about the
person we're naming this bill after, and 1'Il do
it briefly.

| met José Peralta when he was a
young i mm grant organizer with the New York City
Central Labor Council, and he was dedicated to
making a difference in the lives of inmmgrants
because, as one, he understood how i nportant
education was. It was a gane-changer for him and
his famly. And he wanted to make sure that once
he got elected, he was going to find a way to
present that same opportunity for other students,
so they could see the benefit of an educati on,
how it would change their life.

Students |ike -- we have a young nman
fromour district on Staten Island, Cesar Vargas.
He's a Dreaner. Not only did he go to coll ege,
he went to | aw school. And then when they told
himthat he couldn't practice law in New York
St ate because of his undocunented status, he

chal l enged that. He was admtted to the New York

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

630

State Bar Associ ati on.

That's who we're creating a program
for today, people who are so dedicated to inprove
their life they will not take no for an answer.

And so yes, we have nuch to do to
sol ve the probl ens of higher education for
everybody. But we can fix it today for a small
group of young people who through no fault of
their owmn -- and renenber that, through no fault
of their own -- were brought here by their
parents seeking a better life. W have a chance
to hel p them achi eve that goal

And that is why | amproud to vote
for ny good friend Senator José Peralta and his
dream | vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

|"d like to rem nd nenbers to keep
t he explanation of their votes to two mnutes.

Senat or Jacobs to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you.

| rise to explain ny vote in the
negative, which is a difficult vote for ne.

vi ew nysel f as an education advocate. | served

for seven and a half years on the Buffal o School
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Board. A high percentage of those children are
i mmgrants. About 25 years ago, | al so hel ped
start a scholarship fund in the Cty of Buffalo,
whi ch over those years has provided schol arshi ps
for lowincome children in the thousands, about
20, 000 schol arshi ps, many of those inmgrants as
wel | .

There are elenments of this bill
woul d very nmuch like to support if it was parsed
off into multiple bills. The DREAM Conm ssi on
which is a fund to rai se noney for schol arshi ps,
| think is an excellent idea.

Also the availability of these
children to participate or their famlies to
participate in 529 plans, also an excellent idea
that I very much would very nuch like to support.

But | do, as was said before,
struggl e very nuch because | amso well aware and
so nmuch have heard in nmy district of hundreds of
m ddl e-class fam lies who are struggling, day in,
day out, those that are legal residents, to pay
for coll ege education for their children.

And | know we will be here again to
vot e perhaps down the road on sonething. But to

say we can do this and punt those decisions down
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the road as far as those residents, those
citizens, those individuals and fam lies who have
pl ayed by the rules, | just do not believe is
right and | do not believe is fair.

So it is for that reason that | wll
be in the negative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the negative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
M. President, for this opportunity to explain ny
vot e.

| want to send ny greetings to
José's famly. Thank you for being here. Thank
you to Senator Sepul veda for shepherding this
| egi sl ation through. And thank you to
Senat or Ranps, who's been a |long-tine advocate on
this issue, and her el oquence on this floor.

In this state we've |ong val ued
gi ving people a chance to go to coll ege even when
they can't afford it. W know that financial aid
is not a handout. It's an investnent. |It's an
investnent in our collective future.

And so that's what this is. It's a

further investnent in our collective future.
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Because we know, every time we send a kid to
col | ege, they pay us back manyfold in increased
tax revenues, in the productivity that our state
provi des. And who's benefiting fromthese
peopl e? These are kids. These are kids who they
don't have a piece of paper, they couldn't

possi bly have been responsi bl e for securing that
pi ece of paper. And what do they want to do?
They want to go to college. But they can't,
because they can't afford it.

We're not giving them any speci al
treatment, anything different than what other
students who are needy already are able to
secure. That's what this DREAM Act is. It's
j ust according the same access to that financial
aid so that they can go to college. It's the
DREAM Act. The DREAM Act actually isn't named
after Dreanmers. Dreaners thensel ves are naned
after the American dream

We give these kids a chance to
pursue the Anerican dream And if they do, they
will be so nuch better for it, their famlies
will be better for it. But you know what? W
will all be that nuch better for it.

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you to ny col |l eague and friend
Senat or Sepul veda for carrying the torch on this.
And thank you to the Peralta famly for your
commtnment to this issue.

| want to nake sure this point is
made in this conversation. This bill is
essential for communities outside of New York
City. For six years | had the distinct honor of
representing the Gty of Yonkers in the Assenbly,
and every year | went to the val edictorian and
sal utatorian breakfasts of the Yonkers public
school s -- 27,000 diverse students. And those
sal utatorians and val edictorians inevitably were
Dreaners, the best in their class, who deserved
the chance to go to SUNY or CUNY or Westchester
Community College, to have that eligibility for
TAP that the other students in their class had.

And for years | was not afraid to
say that | represent the suburban conmunity that

needed to have this DREAM Act.
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Now | am honored to al so represent,
al ong with Yonkers, Port Chester, Manaroneck,
New Rochelle, White Plains. And so many of ny
Dreaners are here today.

This is the future of the
comunities outside of New York City. And we
ought not to have this debate as if it's New York
City versus the rest of the state. This is the
future of our state fromevery comunity: The
future of Yonkers and Port Chester and
New Rochelle. W are doing the right thing for
t hese communities, for the economc future of
them for their famlies to thrive, for these
kids to have the opportunity to make good and do
wel | and participate fully in the Anerican dream

These are children who call Anerica
home. | amproud to cast my vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.
First | rise to congratul ate the

sponsor, Senator Sepul veda, and his predecessor's
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famly, in the famly of Senator Peralta.

| think we all renenber, who were
here, Senator Peralta on the floor of the Senate
breaki ng protocol by wearing "Pass New York DREAM
Act Now' on his T-shirt. A very fond nenory of
m ne. And thank you for being here.

And thanks to ny coll eagues for this
really invigorating di scussion.

Two reasons | support the DREAM Act.
One has been nentioned by several of us on this
side of the aisle, which is the econom c boost
that it will provide our state. G ven that

undocunent ed i mmigrants contri bute sonmething |ike

$40 billion a year to the state's econony,
$1.1 billion in state and | ocal taxes. And
immgrants in totality have $103 billion in

spendi ng power in the State of New York

And then you contrast it to what
this is costing us, and it turns out that that
$27 mllion a year is exactly .00015 of the state
budget. You know, it's that Mastercard
conmerci al where the cost is .00015 but the
benefit is priceless, priceless to so nany peopl e
here who Senat or Ranps and our ot her coll eagues,

i ncl udi ng Senator Bailey, invited.
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And in addition to that econom c
reason which has been nentioned, 1'd also like to
not e what Senator Conrie said so eloquently in
terms of the noral test of governnment. W' re not
here turning our backs on people, as our
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle would
suggest. W're opening our arns to individuals,

i nnocent children, who are here because of the
efforts of their parents. You may agree or

di sagree with that, but they deserve not only our
respect but our support.

So | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,

M. President.

| aman imrmigrant to this country.
| cane here when | was 10 years old. M parents
brought nme here for better opportunities,
education especially.

This country was formed under the
notto e pluribus unum Qut of nmany, one.

Whet her you're black, white, yellow, brown, we're

all one.
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To hear ny Republican col |l eagues

repeatedly say "illegal immgrants,” "illegal"
this, "illegal" that, is unacceptable. These
children need an education. W cannot w thhold
an education. Wen they graduate from high
school and if they cannot get tuition assistance,
which is what this bill is about, they becone a
burden to the state. Wat this bill does is it
gives tuition assistance. This is not free
handouts to children who want an educati on.

To all the Dreaners out here, we're

going to pass this bill. And | want all of you

to show t hese Republican col | eagues of ours that

called you "illegal" what you will be doing for
the state, all the good that you will acconpli sh.
| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.
SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President. You |ook good up there, sir
M. President, | always flinch when
| hear this word "illegal alien.™ | flinch for
many di fferent reasons, including, you see, ny

famly were the original illegal aliens here. W
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did not |land on Plynouth Rock, Plynouth Rock
| anded on us.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR SANDERS: But | do invite
nmy coll eagues, if the idea of illegality bothers
them so, | have a reparations bill that | am
| ooki ng for cosponsors that we can really dea
with this question of illegality, which | want to
get to the bottom of.

| served with folk in the
Marine Corps who were not citizens. It was one
of the paths to becomng a citizen. You could
join the Marine Corps. And you know what? They
were some of the finest, toughest Marines that
you could get. Geat people. You' d be proud to
serve in any foxhole with any of them at any
tinme.

So ny people were also, | mnust
admt, the original Dreanmers. 1In spite of those
things, we held true to the idea that ny friends
were tal king about in the Statue of Liberty and
ot her places. W held true, and we still dream
W still believe that we can nmake America Anerica
for all of us. Wuldn't that be sonething.

| magi ne if we can have a pl ace where
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everybody woul d have a right -- if you work hard,

you pay your taxes, do things right, you can get

there. How you got here? Well, you know, that's

bet ween you and God. Now that you're here, what

are we going to do to nmake this a great

country -- again? Hmm W're going to nake it

gr eat .

My friends, on the issue of this,
am absolutely going to vote aye. | do it to
honor the issue of justice and to honor a

friend's famly who fought | ong and hard over

this issue. And he kept the dreamalive. Wen

no one could even see it comng, he saw it and
just never closed his eyes to it. And | know
t hat he's happy now.

| vote aye, M. President.

You | ook good up there again.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Than
you. The Senator will be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Gounardes to explain his

vot e.

k

SENATOR GOUNARDES: M. President,

| too amthe descendant of Greek inmm grants.

grandfather cane to this country, ny

M
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great-grandfather came to this country, nearly a
hundred years ago.

W have a word in Geek that ny
parents raised me with: [It's called phil oxenia,
the love of strangers. And what it neans is that
we have an obligation to treat every human bei ng
inour lives with fairness, with dignity, with
respect, regardl ess of who they are, where they
came from or when they canme here.

It al so neans that no human being is
illegal. No human being is illegal.

You know, a few years ago | cane
across an old newspaper clipping for a project |
was researching. It said "Wanted: A first-class
shoermaker to do repair work. Mist be steady and
sober and able to operate chanpion stitchery.
Good wages to the right man, and steady
enpl oyment the year round. No G eeks need apply.
No Italians need apply. No Irish need apply.

There was a tinme in this country
where we had separate water fountains for people,
and they weren't eligible for jobs.

From 1924 until 1965, this country
only allowed a hundred imigrants from G eece to

come in as -- to emgrate here. But | can tel
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you tens of thousands of G eeks came here, anyone
from Europe cane when there were quotas placed on
immgration in this country. W all have
stories, we all know stories of people who junped
ship to get here.

And yet brick by brick by brick
year after year after year, we have torn down the
systens of discrimnation that have kept too nmany
of our fellowcitizens |eft behind.

Today we take a vote and we take
down those bricks that have | eft our Dreaners
behi nd. Because they too deserve the sane | ove
of strangers that my parents raised ne with, that
my culture inbues in nme, and that every American
believes in to their core. As ny colleague said,
you know, coming into the Statue of Liberty,
seeing her in the harbor.

This is an incredibly inportant
pi ece of legislation. It is |ong past due that

we finally take these steps. And | proudly,

proudl y, proudly cosponsor this bill and vote
aye, because no human being is illegal.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senator will be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senator G anaris to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

The Geeks are well-represented in
t hi s chanber today.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: My parents too
came over from Geece as immngrants. And they
did come here legally, but I know that they --
and they know that there are nany people who were
not so fortunate, but who | ove this country just
as much. And | think what we need to realize is
t he people we are tal king about are actually
com ng here because they | ove what this country
represents, not because they're trying to do it
harm In many ways their | ove of this country
and their appreciation of this country is greater
t han peopl e who have been here for generations.

And to treat themthe way they've
been treated, to denmean themthe way they've been
denmeaned in this public debate -- not just in
t his chanber today, but in the nation over the
| ast couple of years -- is offensive to ne and to

many, many peopl e.
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One of the great tactics of
oppressors is to get the people they're
oppressing to hate each other. A classic
di vi de- and- conquer strategy.

And in a situation where we're
trying to tell people who are in need that they
shoul dn't be hel ped because ot her people in need
shoul d be hel ped, it is the oppressor that is
W nni ng.

W live in a wealthy state in a
weal t hy country. There are people who have nore
noney than they know what to do with. There are
peopl e who have nore noney than they know what to
do with and are taking nore of our noney here in
New York State, or at |east trying to.

And they're sitting there on their
hel i pads, or wherever they are, |aughing because
they're getting the people to fight with each
other. They're getting the working class to
fight with the imm grants. They're getting the
bl ue-collar whites to fight with the bl acks.
They're getting the Latinos to fight with the
LGBT community. And they're |laughing all the way
to the bank

We shoul dn't be tal king about

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

645

whet her doi ng sonmething for the Dreamers i s going
to hurt mddle-class people. W should be

tal ki ng about why we're not hel ping the mddle

cl ass and the Dreaners and getting people who are
billionaires to do nore for all of them It's an
easy answer. They wouldn't feel it, and the help
woul d be tremendously inpactful to the people in
this state. So let's try and keep our eye on the
prize, please.

Senator Peralta was a very cl ose
friend of mne, one of ny closest friends in this
chanber for many years until our political paths
took different course. And it's one of ny great
regrets that we did not get to reconcile before
he passed.

But | do know that this was an issue
that was at the top of his agenda and one for
whi ch he cared a great deal, to the point where
think he violated the decorumin this chanber by
wearing his Dreamers T-shirt a nunber of tines
during debate.

| know he'd be proud that we're
finally getting this done today, and | think it's
a great honor that we're doing it in his nane.

And | want to welconme his fam |y here, who have
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joined us as well.

| proudly cast ny vote in the
affirmative and ask all my coll eagues to pl ease
realize that we're tal king about people here who
are doing good for this country, not harm And
peopl e who are in need for whom we shoul d have an
open hand, not a clenched fist.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.

First et me begin by giving ny
condol ences to the Peralta famly and just thank
you for your steadfastness and nmaki ng sure that
even after the passing of José that this work
continued to go forward.

Li ke, you know, Senator G anaris and
ot hers, and Senator Savino, | was a friend of
José's before either one of us got el ected.
knew himsince he was at New York Gty CLC. W
got elected at the sane tinme, nme to the Senate,
himto the Assenbly. W actually passed our

first bill together and chaptered our first |aw
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together. And | will always be thankful to him
for that, and that work.

Let ne al so thank Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins for bringing this bill to the
fl oor so quickly, and Senator Luis Sepul veda for
his intrepid | eadership in taking this bill up,
and al so Senator Ranps for her advocacy and work
on this issue.

| represent a district of Flatbush
and East Fl atbush, M dwood, D tmas Park, W ndsor
Terrace and Park Sl ope, which is the center of
t he Cari bbean community in New York, but really
in the United States. A place where peopl e who
are Jamai can and Haitian and Guyanese and
Trini dadi an and from Barbados all live. And
they're Dreaners as well. And | stand and | vote
aye on their behal f, because they want the sane
opportunity that others have.

As you heard Senat or Hoyl man talk
about, this is a country of immgrants. And
peopl e have tal ked about the Statue of Liberty.
Senat or Hoyl man had done a fantastic job of
tal ki ng about the nunbers and the billions of
dollars that is contributed to the econony of the

State of New York because of immgrants.
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W could not do nuch of what we do,
even the fol ks upstate -- you know, when anybody
t hi nks about imm grants, they think, oh, they al
live in New York City. But let's be very clear.
The nunber-one gross receipt for the State of
New York is agriculture.

And | et nme be very clear, all of ny
col l eagues. It is not New York State residents
who are picking the agriculture in the State of
New York. W're the second-I|argest producer of
apples in the entire country, and I can tell you
now, al nost none of our constituents have picked
an apple. | don't care where you are. Right?
Those appl es are being picked primarily by
Jamai can inmgrants. Right?

And so we should not, you know, | ook
down on imm grants, especially in the face of the
fact that we have not provided a fair, a clear
pat hway. And | certainly have not seen ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle
advocating for no clear pathway for immgration.
Right? Being that they're so concerned about,
you know, legality and who came here the right
way and did things the right way -- you know,

where's the advocacy to nake sure that there is a
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clear right way?

This is the right way, to do what we
can do as state legislators to make sure that
every single person in this state has the ability
to live the American dream And |'mproud to
stand here and advocate for them

As we tal k about higher education
finance, | would love, as we go forward into this
budget season, to work with my coll eagues on the
ot her side of the aisle to nake things right for
coll ege students. But the reality of this is
that this bill has no inpact on CUNY or SUNY

tuition. Right? W're actually putting noney

into the bill to in fact pay for the program
Right? And so -- and there's never been invol ved
in that.

And let's be clear. W' ve been in
the majority two weeks. Right? And in the
70 years that the other side of the aisle was in
the majority, not one time did they bring forward
a package of free college, or to inprove TAP,
right, or to get graduate TAP, or to make
part-tinme TAP nore eligible. O to make sure
that community col |l ege, you know, has nore access

for transportation dollars or housing dollars or
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all of the ancillary things that we're finding
t hat col | ege students need.

And so | find it quite hypocritical
to have fol ks come up and tal k about how it's not
fair. You know, the Excelsior program you know,
| guess was a hunble attenpt to nake coll ege
free; | certainly didn't see any resistance in
any way to in fact do the things.

| renmenber this conference, however,
under the | eadership of Andrea Stewart- Cousins,
standing up with a free coll ege program and
presenting it nore than once even in the |ast
sessi on.

And so | continue to stand with ny
| eader, | continue to stand with the nenbers of
this conference who deci ded that being an
i mm grant should not be illegal, that being an
immgrant is really the way that all of us have
come here. And we stand with those immgrants,
and we stand with the people of the State of
New York to say that everybody's dreans shoul d
have an opportunity to cone true.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senator will be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senat or Sepul veda to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mgoing to take a point of
privilege and ask the Peralta famly to pl ease
stand while | deliver my closing remarks.

It is ny privilege and honor today
to be the prime sponsor of the DREAM Act, naned
after nmy good friend José Peralta. The late
Senat or José Peralta was a |ifelong advocate for
immgrants, for immgrant famlies and their
children. And we all grateful to José for the
work that he did and for the devotion and the
service for the people of the State of New York

| stand here al ongside his wife,
Evelyn, his son Mles, his famly, his nother,
Rosa Hernandez, and as | did previously today, |
want to thank all of you for sharing José with
us. He was a great nan, a great |eader. And
Ml es, renenber this day -- sorry, both your
sons, renenber this day, because today is about
t he Dreaners but al so about the | egacy of your
father. And | hope one day one of you runs for

of fice and replaces us here in the Senate. Just
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don't run in the 32nd District in the Bronx.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: | al so stand,
as two of ny coll eagues have nenti oned
previously, with Cesar Vargas, a young man who
went to | aw school, went as far as the Suprene
Court to exercise his right, he was an
undocunented i mmigrant -- who, by the way, is a
constituent of Senator Lanza's district. He
fought for the right to practice |law, and as an
attorney he was the first undocunented inm grant
to practice lawin the State of New York. And
he's been a strong advocate for the Dreaners and
i mm grant issues throughout. Thank you.

Today | am proud to be an Ameri can.
This country, despite periods of ugly xenophobia
and irrational anti-immgrant fervor, has
ultimately upheld the notion that we stand for
opportunity, we stand to hel p those nost in need,
especially children, who cane into this country
t hrough no fault of their own, and who we have
educated from ki ndergarten to 12th grade.

The passage of the José Peralta
New York State DREAM Act is essential, it is

just, and inclusive of a society where every
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student should have a chance to succeed. Because
of financial hurdles that other students in the
state do not face, for too long bright young
i mm grants have been | ocked out of educational
opportunities. This hardship is due to an
immgration status assigned to students as mnors
by a broken system

Calling themillegals is inherently
unfair, inherently inhumane, and inherently
un- Ameri can. These young people are part of the
American famly. Lifting themup to their ful
potential is not only a noral responsibility, it
is essential to the health of our state. The
forces of exclusion try to downplay the val ue
that immgrants bring to our Anerican famly.

Those forces ignore the facts. W
don't have too many inmmgrants, we actually need
nore immgrants to nmeet the needs of our econony.
Current data indicates that we should be
admtting at least a mllion nore imigrants a
year than we currently do in the United States.

The notion that undocunented
immgrants do not pay their fair share in taxes
is anyth. |In fact, this community, the

Dreaners, contribute over $115 mllion to state
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and | ocal governnents. They contribute over
$40 billion to the state GDP. And what do they
get inreturn? Very little.

| Mm grants are especially vital to
t he economi c health of New York. A 2018 study
shows that New York State gets a bigger lift from
har dwor ki ng imm grants than any other state in
this nation. |Immgrants nmake up nore than
25 percent of the New York | abor force and
roughly $100 billion in consumer power to the
state's econony.

The DREAM Act will hel p decrease
hi gh school dropout rates and increase the nunber
of students who enroll in college. These
graduates will have the opportunity to becone
full participants in New York's econony and
New York's future.

The José Peralta DREAM Act is a |l eap
in progress on every one of these issues for the
students both today and tormorrow. No |onger will
we close the financial doors on students who work
to pursue the American dream for thensel ves, work
towards a hi gher education, and build their own
Anerican famlies. In the words of President

Bar ack Obhanm, what makes us Anerican i s our
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shared conmtment to the ideal that all of us,
all of us are created equal, and all of us have a
chance to make our lives what we will. CQur
parents, our grandparents, and generations before
thembuilt that country for us. That is the
tradition we nmust uphold. W nust |eave the
| egacy for those in the future to cone.
|"mtruly grateful to our Leader,
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this vote
to the floor so rapidly, and who has denonstrated
in a very short period -- two weeks -- that you
govern for the entire State of New York and not a
sel ect group of people. Thank you, Madam Leader.
|"malso grateful to the nmenbers of
my conference. Sone, who despite having voters
who oppose the DREAM Act, denonstrated the
courage to do what is right. | also want to
t hank the Assenbly sponsor, Carnmen De La Rosa,
Speaker Heastie, Council man Mya, who for nany
years carried the bill in the Assenbly before he
made the m stake of going to the City Council.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR SEPULVEDA: And of course |
want to thank the advocates: Make the Road,

New York Imm gration Coalition, and all the
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student advocates for their ferocious advocacy to
make sure that this beconmes a reality. Your
advocacy will be forever renenbered and sets an
exanpl e for future generations.

Make Provi dence shine upon us as we
today in this chanber wite a proud chapter in
the history of our future. Thank you {in
Spani sh}. Gracias, Jose.

Thank you. | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Majority Leader Andrea
St ewart - Cousins to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

It is a dreamfor us to be able to
crown the | egacy of Senator Peralta in the
presence of his wife and his famly, and to thank
you for sharing this great public servant with
us.

W woul d not have wanted to go
further into our session knowi ng how desperate we
all were to acknow edge him and know ng that

this was the best way, since his service here was
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so critical, and his advocacy so inportant to so
many New York students who were waiting for the
day that we would all ow them an avenue to afford
somet hi ng better.

That's what this is about. This is
a week of dreanms. It's a week where we are
celebrating Dr. King's legacy. This is a nman who
fought for the Dream and people |like nme and ny
parents were the Dreaners.

We tal k about people who had served
inthe mlitary. |'ve always spoken to this body
and tal ked about ny dad, a decorated World War |1
veteran, a citizen of this nation, who after his
service, because he didn't fit what Anerica was
then, didn't have the privileges of the @ Bill
didn't have the privileges of the enploynent.
Wi | e peopl e received | oans to buy hones and were
able to get their famlies started, ny famly
couldn't. We were Dreaners, and he spoke to the
Dream

And here we are this week, talking
about sonething that's so inportant not only to
your famly and to the Dreaners, but ny
conference. Look at these people. | talked

about the imm grants, how proud | was to have
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this diverse conference of people. And obviously
there are so many of Italian descent, and now we
have a big G eek caucus too.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | mean,
it's alnpbst -- you know, Irish, | mean we've got
so many. But | nean |I'mtal king about inmm grants
from Sal vador and Col onbia and Iran and
Costa Rica. | nean, |look at us. Sonme of us are
refugees, or were. And they're sitting in this
room making statenents and creating policy for
New Yor k.

Wiy? Because they got an educati on.
Wiy? Because peopl e struggled and scrinped and,
despite the odds and despite the obstacles, knew
that the education would be the great equali zer.
And that in sitting in seats like this, like the
one that Senator Peralta was able to sit in, they
could contribute, they could give back. They
coul d double, triple, a thousandfold any
i nvestnent that we nade in them

And here we are celebrating
Dr. King's Dream celebrating the fact that this
conference has | ooked at voting and we' ve | ooked

at anti-discrimnation and we're | ooking at
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education -- we're | ooking at education for
everybody. Just a few m nutes ago we expanded
TAP. W understand that education is inperative
for us to get ahead. And we understand we have
to make it affordable, we have to find ways to
forgive loans. W don't want to | eave anyone
behi nd.

But we're not going to be a
conference that pits one against the other, when
we all benefit when we all do well. What's
happeni ng today is a good thing.

| want to thank Senator Sepul veda

for carrying this bill. | want to thank every
single one -- | nean, people were fighting to
carry this bill because it was so inportant. And

at the end of the day, there were people trying
to stop people, because it's easy to divide.

But you know what? Not now. This
i s anot her week, another day, another barrier
that's com ng down, because we know what's
inmportant. W pay tribute to José Peralta, we
t hank the Dreanmers for dream ng. Every
generation has new dreans. What you have to do
is keep dream ng and keep meki ng sure that even

as they build those walls, we find ways to take

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

660

t hem down. Because Dr. King understood that on
either side of the wall, we're all God's
chil dren.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 36 are
Senat ors Akshar, Anedore, Antonacci, Funke,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza,
LavValle, Little, O Mara, Ott, R tchie, Robach,
Serino, Seward, Tedisco and Young.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

(Cheers; appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

(Lengt hy standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Wt hout objection, can we please
restore Cal endar Nunber 40 to the
noncontroversi al cal endar and take that up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

661

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 40,
by Senator Gaughran, Senate Print 1904, an act to
anend Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza to explain your vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.

| support this legislation. | thank
t he sponsor for bringing it to the floor.

The property tax, together with the
tax burden that New Yorkers face every day, is
burdensone, punitive. W're driving businesses
and famlies fromour state.

| think it's inmportant that
t axpayers know that there's a cap in sight. |
| ament, however, the fact that 8.6 mllion

residents of this state are being | eft behind.
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The people of the Gty of New York are not
included in this legislation. They deserve
property tax relief just as much as the people in
the rest of the state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Excuse
me, Senator Lanza.

Can we have order in the chanber,
pl ease.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.

The peopl e of New York City deserve
property tax relief just the sane way that the
peopl e across the state do. In fact, they may
need it even nore, because unlike the rest of the
state, with the exception of Yonkers, in New York
City we not only pay property taxes but there's a
special incone tax for us, the New York City
income tax. You put those burdens together, and
we're the nost taxed people in the country.

So | support this legislation. |
vote in the affirmative. A property tax cap is a
good idea for the State of New York, but it's an
even better idea for the people of New York City,
and | can't understand why we | eave t hem behi nd

with this | egislation.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kapl an, to explain her vote.

SENATCOR KAPLAN: Wth the federal
adm ni stration declaring war on New York
t axpayers by reducing the SALT deduction, it's
becom ng harder and harder for famlies in ny
district and across Long Island to nmake ends
neet .

W need to use all the tools at our
di sposal to help governnent to live withinits
nmeans and to bring relief to struggling
t axpayers. New York's 2 percent tax cap has been
an incredibly effective tool to slow the growh
of property taxes. And since its inplenmentation
in 2011, we've seen real reduction in the growth
rate of property taxes across the state.

W sinply can't afford to let the
tax cap expire, and that's why |I'ma proud
cosponsor of this legislation to make the cap
per manent and why | cast ny vote in the
affirmative for its passage.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.

"' m not sharing anything that's new
to anyone by stating that New York State has sone
of the highest property taxes in the nation.

It's the primary reason why peopl e are packing up
and leaving the state in record nunbers. W all
know this. In fact, resolving this issue is why
many of our constituents sent us here.

Simlar to what sone of you probably
experience, when | attend events out in ny
community, | frequently hear about runaway
spendi ng and what am| going to do to control it,
about the toll the unfunded mandates are havi ng
and the frustration of |ocal taxpayers with their
property tax bills.

This legislation is inportant, and |
fully support the cap. However, | believe it is
fundanmental |y flawed because, yet again, New York
State is holding | ocal governnents to a standard
that we're not adhering to ourselves. If we're
serious about stopping skyrocketing taxes, then

New York State should hold itself to the sane
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standard that we are denmandi ng of our school s and
our |l ocal governnents: 2 percent or the rate of
inflation, whichever is |ess.

We can't keep kicking this can down
the road. W have to stop using tax-and-fee
hi kes and other ginmcks to fill holes in the
stat e budget.

As soneone who cane from | oca
government, | understand the very real inpacts
unfunded nandates have. They drive up costs and
t hey i ncrease taxes. They are the reason why
many conmuniti es cannot stay under the tax cap.

| read a report recently that was
put out by the New York State Association of

Counties that shows, on nine primry mandat es,

t he counties collect about than $5 billion
annual ly -- but they pay out nore than
$4.9 billion of that on unfunded state mandat es.

Sonmebody nentioned that the tax cap
has hel ped sl ow down taxes. It has done just
that, slowed it down. W still continue to see
property taxes increasing. And until we stop
that, we're going to see people | eaving the
st at e.

|"mvoting aye today because |
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believe we need to take whatever steps we can,
even if they are too small to reduce the taxes

t hat | ocal honeowners face. However, we nust do
better and we can do better.

New York State will never achieve
its full potential if we continue to spend too
much, tax too nuch, and regulate too nmuch. But
by working together, we can get state spending
under control, put an end to the unfunded
mandat es, and nmake New York State, particularly
upstate New York, a place where working- and
m ddl e-class famlies can find opportunity and
afford to live.

Just real quickly, going back to
unfunded nandates, with the voting reformwe saw
again, in ny opinion, another unfunded mandate
that is being pushed down to the counties. The
counties estimate a cost of $1 mllion, or
$62 mllion across the state, to inplenent those
reforns. \When asked about how that's going to be
funded, we were told it was going to be through
t he savings incurred from conbining the federal
and the state primaries. That estimate came in
at around $20 million, $25 mllion. So a big

shortfall there.
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Al so, the Governor taking away the
revenue that our |ocal governnents count on, the
AlM funding, is a real hurt.

So again, I'"'mvoting in the
affirmative, but | think there's a |lot nore that
we need to do and shoul d do.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gounardes to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,

M. President. [1'Il be very brief.

| just want to -- | appreciate ny
col | eague Senator Lanza's comrents about the fact
that this bill does not affect or does not inpact
the residents of New York City. | cone froma
very, very highly property-taxed district in
sout hern Brooklyn. Just yesterday constituents
inny district received their property val ue
notices fromthe Departnment of Finance, and | can
tell you they were up in arns because they saw a
docunent saying that the value of their honme had
decreased, their assessnent val ue had increased,

and their projected tax burden had now i ncreased
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as well. And they're wondering why, year after
year after year, this can't get done.

So |'"m supporting this nmeasure. |
think it's an inportant step to take, because |
understand that there are many residents across
the state who are facing a simlarly high tax
burden. But | did prom se ny constituents that |
woul d stand on this floor and share their stories
about al so having to pay five figures of property
tax burden on top of an incone tax surcharge in
the Gty of New York. And that's what |'m doing
here today.

And | hope that this chanber can
soon | ook to address the issues that are facing
the property tax systemin New York City, a
systemthat is rife with inequities, structural
deficiencies and historical anomalies that have
resulted in neighborhoods Iike mne, like ny
constituents, like in nmy district and other parts
of the city, frompaying a ot nore in property
taxes than significantly wealthier communities in
ot her parts of the city.

We need to |l ook at that, we need to
address that, and that is what | commtted to ny

constituents and that is the work that | hope we
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can do in this chanber at a future date.

But I will be voting aye. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Jacobs to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to vote in the affirmative
for this piece of legislation. | want to thank
the sponsor. | think the property tax cap has
been a very effective nethod of decreasing the
rate of growth of our oppressive property taxes
in New York State.

| do want to say, as was nentioned
by others, when this property tax was first
passed, it was a two-part pronmi se, that the
property tax cap would be put on, but that al so
aggressive mandate relief, reform would be
i mpl enented to alleviate the significant unfunded
mandat es that are put upon | ocal governnents.
That has not been done.

So that is a task at hand that we
need to do, and we need to do in earnest this

session. And | certainly commt nyself to
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wor ki ng at that.

| also wanted to nention how
concerned | amin terns of the Governor's budget
proposal dramatically cutting the Al M program
which is critical assistance, funding assistance
to | ocal governnents, towns and villages. The
majority of the towns and villages in ny district
have been zeroed out in terns of their Al M
funding if the Governor's budget is passed as
presented. That has a significantly damagi ng
i npact on governnents, many of whom have al ready
passed their budget -- sonething | will certainly
fight against.

But again | want to congratul ate the
sponsor for this, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Robach to explain his vote.

SENATOR ROBACH: Thank you so much
M. President.

| rise to explain ny vote and
support this. W've passed this bill -- | want
to appl aud the sponsor -- for over a decade now
in this house, and for very good reason. Wile

many people in our conversations talk about this
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as only for upstate, | can tell you it inpacts
everyone.

And ny col | eague Senator Helmng's
comments couldn't be nore on target. So if you
| ook at certain places in upstate New York in the
| ast census, Ui ca, Binghanton | ost huge anounts
of their population, a third. That nakes it very
hard to have any econony of scale or things
improve if you | ose even a third of the base
that you serve

So this is a very, very inportant
bill. And for many of us, everywhere we go,
that's what people tal k about the nost.

And I'll point out we've done sone
new things here in this chanber that people have
taken credit for. \Watever your denographic is,
you are paying this tax. You are trying to have
nmoney | eft over to raise your famly, have your
house, feed and, for nobst of us, save noney for
col | ege.

But this is inportant. And | say

that because I'mreally happy that we're doing

this bill. But Senator G anaris had said how
aggressively we've worked. | want you to know
appreciate you doing this bill, and I'll be the
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first one to appl aud you, because you now are,
your party, in control of everything. But | also
know fromtalking to nmy coll eagues in the
Assenbly that many people from New York City fee
this is not a necessary bill and not one that
isn't good.

Upstate needs it. But | wll make
t he argunent to you, and hopefully you can use
that as a selling tool to get this passed in both
houses, as you have done other things. Wen the
econony is good across the state, it lifts al
boats. When it's bad, however you want to slice
it, it's bad for everyone.

And |I'mold enough | renmenber in the
'70s, albeit a much younger man, we had to help
New York City out of their jam And we did. W
need the help now, but it will help everybody.

So I'masking you, as | explain ny
vote, for us to go out and posture or for ne to
go hone and say we've passed it in this house is
nmeani ngl ess unl ess we can nmake it law. And
certainly the Governor has said he will signit.

So | ask -- | beseech you to
hopefully help us get this one across the finish

line with the sane enthusiasmthat you' ve | ooked
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at sone other bills.

Thank you. | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator to be recorded in the affirmative.

Seei ng and hearing no others,
Senat or Gaughran to cl ose.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| just want to nmake it clear what
this bill is. This is an existing process,
existing legislation that is tenporary, that
expires. So ny intent was sinply to file that
bill and to nmake it pernmanent.

And the reason I'mdoing so is the
residents of my district in Nassau County and
Suffol k County, starting this nmonth and up unti
April 15th, are starting for real to see the pain
and the probl ens because of our federal
government taking away our real ability to deduct
our state and |local taxes. Famlies in ny
district and across this state, nmany of whomw ||
probably wait until the deadline, will have to
make decisions as to what they're not going to

pay, what are they going to delay. Maybe it is
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their tuition for their kids. Maybe it's their
property taxes. Maybe it's their nortgage.

So the purpose of this bill is to
give the taxpayers of this state certainty, make
this a permanent bill. [It's not a perfect |aw, I
recognize it. There's sone issues for schoo
districts and for | ocal governnents in
implenmenting it. And there's sonme solutions to
that as we nove forward.

Speaki ng as one Senator, | would
like to see this state increase the anount of
funding that it provides for public education
across the board, so that we can continue to
reduce the inpact on property taxes, which is a
regressive tax.

And yes, AIM we do need to work to
restore that funding. W do need to work to lift
sone of these unfunded nmandates. There's a |ot
that we can do in the future. But | believe that
this is a very inportant first step to protect
our taxpayers, and | thank ny coll eagues on both
sides of the aisle for supporting this. And I
t hank ny | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
nmoving this forward so soon in this session.

M. President, | vote aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senator will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.
Senators Rivera and Sal azar recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
that was Senator Gaughran's first bill.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(St andi ng ovation.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we return to notions and resol utions, and can
you please call on nme for a notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Returning to notions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
nove that the followi ng bill be discharged from
its respective conmmttees and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill Nunber 255, by Senator Kennedy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: So
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or der ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now can you
pl ease call on Senator Little.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

| nove that the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective commttee and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bill 1596, by
Senat or O Mar a.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: So
or der ed.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can you now pl ease call up Resolution 292, by
Senator Little.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

SENATCR LI TTLE: Just the title.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 292, by

Senator Little, nourning the death of fornmer
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New York State Assenbl ywoman Chl oe Ann O Nei |,
dedi cat ed educator, political |eader and strong
advocate for the people of this great
Enpire State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President. And thank you. | ask all nenbers
to join ne as we recognize the life of former
Assenbl ywoman Chl oe Ann O Nei |

Chl oe Ann O Neil was a resident of
Parishville, New York, in St. Lawence County in
my district, and attended SUNY Pot sdam for all of
her degrees. Was a teacher in her own hone
school district, the Parishville-Hopkinton
Central School, where her reputation as a teacher
was | egendary.

In 1966 Chl oe Ann married John G A
O Neil, who later went on to becone an
Assenbl yman. He was an Assenbl yman for 12 years
in the New York State Assenbly, died tragically
in a car accident on his return fromAl bany to
his hone in Parishville.

Fol I owi ng his accident, which was in

Decenmber of 1992, Chloe Ann, as the nother of two
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kids, young -- a little bit older, alnost in
their twenties -- decided that she would run for
his seat. It was a very interesting el ection,

because you had Chloe Ann O Neil running for
John O Neil's seat. And her opponent's |ast nane
was also ONeil. So there were two wonen by the
name of O Neil running to replace John O Neil

Chl oe Ann was el ected in 1993 and
served five years in the New York State Assenbly,
representing the 112th Assenbly District. She
was a renowned politician as well as a teacher, a
supporter of the North Country artists and
tourism a quilt-making talent beyond belief, and
actually a very big volunteer in her area,
serving on the Canton-Potsdam Hospital Board,
al so on the SUNY Canton Col |l ege Council and the
Col | ege Foundati on Board, a civic |eader and
comunity nenber in St. Law ence County.

Tragedy struck again. On
Novenber 15th of 2018, in a four-way
i ntersection, Chloe Ann's car was struck by
anot her car, who avoided a stop sign, and she was
killed instantly, exactly |like her husband was
kill ed.

So this famly has endured two real
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tragedi es, sudden tragedies, and the loss of life
of a woman who was really and truly dedicated to
hel pi ng ot her people. Al ways known for doing for
ot hers, for volunteering, for being there, being
part of the comrunity, helping her famly,
hel pi ng her friends, volunteering to serve even
peopl e that she did not know.

She | eaves behind two children,
Bet h Ann and John, and seven grandchildren, who
along with this community of Parishville, wll
m ss her trenmendously. She was a life to be
reckoned with and one that we nourn the |oss of.
The community is already working on a park which
will be dedicated to two forner Assenbl ynmenbers,
John and Chl oe Ann O Nei |

Thank you for joining ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?
(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of Senator Little, this resolution is open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now,

M. President, can you call up Resolution 279, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, have it read inits
entirety, and call on Senator Parker to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution 279, by Senator Stewart- Cousins,
commenorating the observance of the 34th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of
New York, on January 21, 2019.

"WHEREAS, Fromtine to tine we take
note of certain individuals whomwe w sh to
recogni ze for their valued contributions and to
publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have

enhanced the basic humanity anong us all; and
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"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, it is the customof this Legislative
Body to join the people of this great
Enpire State in proudly observing the 34th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of
New York, on January 21, 2019, taking note of his
many acconplishments and contributions to
humanki nd; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. was born the grandson of a slave into a
segregated society in Atlanta, Georgia, on
January 15, 1929, and was instrunental in
formulating a policy which ultimtely destroyed
| egal apartheid in the southern states of our
nation; and

"WHEREAS, In February of 1968, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke about the
inevitability of his death and hoped that when we
spoke of his life, we would not concentrate on
hi s academ c achi evenents: that he graduated
from Morehouse Col |l ege, that he attended the
Crozer Theol ogi cal Sem nary and Boston
Uni versity, where he earned a doctorate in

Systemati ¢ Theol ogy; and
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"WHEREAS, Furthernore, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. did not find it inportant that
we nention that he won the Nobel Peace Prize and
over 300 other awards; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr."s finest |egacy of greater social justice for
all Anmericans was truly reflected in his devotion
to serve and respect others, and in his steadfast
| ove for all humanity; and

"WHEREAS, Standing in a long |ine of
great American black | eaders, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. represents the historical culmnation
and the living enbodi nent of a spirit of united
pur pose rooted in black African culture and the
Anerican dream and

"WHEREAS, An apostle of peace,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. fought unrelentingly
for the civil rights of all Americans and taught
us that through nonviol ence, courage displ aces
fear, love transforns hate, acceptance dissipates
prej udi ce, and mutual regard cancels enmty; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. manifestly contributed to the cause of
Anerica's freedom and his comm tnent to human

dignity is visibly mrrored in the spiritual
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econonmi ¢ and political dinensions of the civil
rights novenent; and

"WHEREAS, In addition, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s life was devoted to the
i beration of his people, and his courage
transcended the advocates of m ndl ess
retrenchnent; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that the commobn and shared
responsi bility of governance denmands an
irrevocable commtnent to the preservation and
enhancenent of human dignity as exenplified by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and

"WHEREAS, Upon the occasion of the
celebration of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., it is the practice of this
Legi sl ative Body to conmenorate the heroic
efforts of Dr. King, who |oved and served
humani ty, and who was a drum najor for peace,
justice and righteousness; and

"WHEREAS, The 2019 Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. holiday observance marks the
90t h anniversary of his birth, and the
34t h annual holiday celebrated in the State of

New York in his honor; now, therefore, be it
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"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
and pay tribute to the | egendary life and
achi evenents of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., upon
t he occasion of the anniversary of his birth and
the cel ebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in
the State of New York and throughout the Nation;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Bl ack, Puerto Ri can, H spanic and Asi an
Legi sl ative Caucus."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

Let ne begin by thanking this body
for accepting this very inportant resolution on
the cel ebration of the holiday for the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dr. King, as you heard fromthe
readi ng of the resolution, was a
mul tidisciplinary genius. He was a preacher, a
civil rights | eader, an organizer, an author, an

orator, a scholar, a father, a husband, Nobel
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Prize winner, and really an exenpl ar.

And so | really and briefly wanted
to encourage all of us -- and | say all of us
nmeaning me -- to use Dr. King's life as an
exanple, and to recommt nyself to the work of
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, about
bringing justice to all. And not just to al
people, but to all situations.

It's easy to talk about Dr. King's

| egacy in hindsight because we now have 50 years

of the inpact of the work that he's done. Right?

| sit here before you because of Dr. King' s work
Right? And many of ny coll eagues here sit here
in this chanber because of Dr. King' s work

And Dr. King's work, you know,
primarily was about justice. And people think
about it in the context of civil rights, but
really what he wanted to do was just meke the
worl d better for people, and particularly for
African-Anmericans in the South at that tinme, the
whol e notion of equality, the notion of
integration was really frankly about just having
a better way of Ilife.

And | don't think anybody in this

chanber woul d di sagree that that's what we're al
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| ooking for in terns of what we'd like to see
conme from our constituencies.

But Dr. King understood that
everybody didn't want the sanme things he wanted.
Peopl e, you know, really fought hard to keep the
status quo. And at that tine that was about
segregation, that was about Jim Crow. And even
in these nonents we're seeing what was ol d can
beconme new if we're not vigilant.

And that's why Dr. King' s | egacy and
menory is even nore inportant in this nonent,
because the kind of things that he faced in the
'50s, in the '60s, are becom ng unfortunately
vogue again, and those sentinents, as we see,
have not quite gone away.

And so we renenber him we renenber
the King Center. There's really no greater
nmonument to really the American experience than
the King Center, and we encourage people to visit
it.

You know, we renenber that Dr. King
was sonebody who wasn't just sinply about peace,
but about constructive direct action. And that's
the piece that a |ot of people forget. It's not

si nply enough just to say, you know, |I'mgoing to
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be peaceful, but you have to be confronting the
issue directly, but in a peaceful way. And it's
certainly a lesson that | can learn. |It's
certainly a |l esson that our society can | earn and
a way that we can nove forward.

We renenber himin the context of
t he Poor Peopl e's Canpaign, we remenber himin
t he context of the Montgonery Bus Boycott. W
remenber him you know, in the context of Sel m,
Al abarma, and his organi zing there. W renenber
himin the context of the |abor novenent. In
fact, he gets assassinated in the context of
hel pi ng sanitati on workers in Menphis, Tennessee.

And so the work around | abor unions
and work around dignity was critical to the
| egacy of Dr. King. And certainly his opposition
to the VietnamWar. And certainly we believe and
understand that his opposition to the war wasn't
sinply econom ¢ but was also noral. And we mnust
continue to |l ook at the wars that we are wagi ng
and stand agai nst themas well.

As | close, | want to paraphrase
Dr. King with sonmething |I've been, in this season
of his anniversary and his birth, |I've been

remenbering that he says, he rem nds us that
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darkness can't stonp out darkness, only light can
tothat. And he really calls on us to call on
the light of |ove.

And it's easy for us to | ove our
friends. It's easy for us to |ove our
col | eagues. But can we really |l ove the people
who oppose us? And that beconmes the chall enge
for nme, and that becones the challenge for all of
us. And putting ourselves in a place where we
can show | ove and real -- and beyond j ust
enpat hy, because love is beyond that. |It's
really caring for that person like they're one of
yours, even though they nay oppose you, even
t hough they nmay differ fromyou.

And that was a unique thing, |
think, for Dr. King, but certainly is the exanple
that we ought to be following, and really, |
think, the greatest testament, you know, of the
i ncredi ble nature of the person that was brought
to us, you know, in Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
Ki ng.

And so again | want to thank this
body for the work that it's been doing in terns
of standing up to what we believe Dr. King's

|l egacy will be, and challenge us to go further
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and continue to | ove each other and to | ove the
peopl e of the State of New York

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

Senat or Parker has spoken very well
on this issue, sol only -- | stand to offer him
a very friendly amendnent. Very friendly. So
friendly I won't feel bad if he doesn't accept
it. But I'd feel better if he did.

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was a trans -- he transitioned, not only
transitioned, but he was a transitional figure.
There, that's the word I'mlooking for. He went
beyond nere civil rights, which is fantastic in
itself, and he approached the point of human
rights. He approached the point of where he was
able to speak of the rights of wonmen, the rights
of men, the rights of different colors. |In fact,
he spoke on all of these places. He would have
to be seen as we would | ook at Gandhi, a
transitional figure, or you would | ook at

Pope Francis, you would | ook at several other

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

690

figures who have transcended what ever barrier --
wherever they started but have now application to
the entire human famly.

And we woul d put Martin Luther King
certainly in that group. Although he was very
proud of his base. He never would have said that
he was beyond civil rights. He certainly would
have been seen as very confortable on the issues.
In fact, those are the issues that got him
killed, as the Senator spoke of earlier, where he
was into labor rights, where he was into -- he
spoke on the M ddl e East, he spoke of apartheid
South Africa, he spoke of Vietnam he spoke of
Ireland and the situation that was going on over
t here.

He becane a world figure. And as
such, he is being honored by the world.
Throughout every part of the world where people
of goodwi Il cone together, there are some nanes
that are held high, and his is one of them

So I"'mglad that the New York State
Senate sees fit to honor this great American.
|"mglad that my coll eague Senator Parker spoke
so eloquently on this. And I'mglad that you

have given ne a few nonents to speak of a person
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who changed nmy life. And every day | try to be a
little bit better and a little to go like him
al though all of us in here can easily see | have
so nuch nore to go.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Robach on the resol ution.

SENATOR ROBACH: Yes,
M. President. Happy to rise. | thought we
woul d have done this resolution yesterday, but
|"mvery happy that we're doing it today, and I
appreciate greatly the coments of Senator
Parker. And Senator Sanders, | don't know if
this is an age, a life thing, but being a student
in high school in the '70s, growing up, Martin
Lut her King sincerely had a profound inpact not
only on the country but on nmany of us as young
peopl e, there's no question, in so nmany ways.

But not only in the way of what his
m ssi on was and what his exanple was. You know,
his intelligence, so -- not only the great |ong
speeches and nessage, but sonme of the short
things. You know, just -- an injustice to anyone

is an injustice to everyone. It's never the
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wong time to do the right thing. Al those
things really, really certainly nake a
di fference.

And for me, | would say this. As
sonmeone who is, for lack of a better term conm ng
of age, critically, critically inportant. And so
| look at it froma different lens. But what |
adm red so much, besides treating people not by
their color, their religion or any other
denogr aphi ¢, but the content of their character,
whi ch was so great -- what | think also set him
apart, which a lot of people don't talk about, is
t hat he had to endure so nuch

As Senator Parker said, he was a nman
of faith, and he lived it. O as ny dad would
say, he didn't just talk the talk, he wal ked the
wal k. He was a man of peace, and he was going to
get that change no matter what price he paid.
Unfortunately, much too early, even with his own
life.

So it is very, very inportant that
we in this chanber remenber himand that we nake
sure the next generations, who take a | ot of
things for granted today, know it wasn't always

like that and that people like Martin Luther King
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not only put those concepts out to the public,
but paid a price to nake sure it nmade a

di fference and everyone understood the need for
t he change.

So |'"mvery happy to support this
resolution and glad we do it every year here in
t he Senate chanber.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Parker, for
bringing this resolution to the floor. I'ma
little disappointed it's at the end of session.
| wish nore of ny coll eagues were here. Quite
frankly, | didn't even know it was going to be on
t oday.

And | renmenber every year that we
did it in the past, this was one of a handful of
resolutions that really brought a full house.
know on ny side of the aisle, when we were in the
conference roomw th Senator Larkin, about a week
before this resolution was com ng to the fl oor

you would get the finger if you were -- this
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finger, M. President (indicating).

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: You know, |etting
us know the day, the tine the resol ution was
going to be there. And "you're going to be
there, right?" And "I want you there, and you'd
better be there.” And everyone of us better be
there. And |I'msure on your side there was
soneone rallying the troops, letting you know,
hey, this is the resolution, this is one of the
bi g ones.

There were two days he did that
every year. It was West Point Day, where you
knew i f you weren't here, you were in trouble,
and it was the Martin Luther King resolution,
that you knew you were in trouble if you were not
here.

So, you know, | love history, |
think it's inportant to study history. You learn
fromthe m stakes of the past. But you can al so
be inspired by the visionaries that have cone
before us, by those -- far too few -- very
speci al human bei ngs who were just a step ahead,
maybe a step above the rest of we nmere nortals.

And to me, Dr. Martin Luther King was one of
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t hose i ndi vi dual s.

He's one of ny favorite people from
history. And | can never get enough watching the
vi deos of speeches that he made. | can really
never get enough of reading the words that he
spoke and wote. And | really can't get enough
of the things that he did -- not just for Senator
Parker, but for ne too. For all of us.

Read his words. | know people like
to use historical figures to advance the cause
that they care about today. Sonetines in a good
way, sonmetines in a way that | think does an
injustice to the | egacy of those people. So |
woul d only say read his words, watch those
speeches, look at his life. And nore inportant,
| ook at the | egacy and what he acconpli shed.
chal I enge you, there's no better way to |ive your
life on this earth than the way Dr. Martin Luther
King lived his life.

And | ameternally grateful for him
and what he did not just for all of us but for
the future of this country.

Thank you, Senator Parker, for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| always take great pride and honor
about speaking on this resolution, because as
Senat or Lanza so aptly put it, this is one of the
few resol utions that regardl ess of what you may
bel i eve or what you nmay believe in or what you
may think of, that we come to an agreenent, a
unani nous agreenent, that this was one of the
greatest human beings to wal k the face of the
eart h.

Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
cel ebration day nust be nore than a day off. It
has to be a day of service. And | got to worship
with people of different faiths, different
genders and different colors. | worshipped with
Senat or Bi aggi, worshipped with Senator Ranbs on
King Day. M. President, and Senator Benjam n,
Senat or Par ker.

So many people | ook at that day as a
day of service. And I'msure many of you in
districts that are further away from nmy honet own
wor shi pped in your own special way.

It's nore than a street nane, folks.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. was one of the greatest
peopl e that we could know. He was born in a
great year, 1929. The reason why that's a great
year is because that was the year that the
original James C. Bail ey was born, Janes

C. Bailey in Selma, North Carolina.

So 1929 was a great year for ne. |
reflect upon great nmen fromthe year of 1929 that
have changed the world. M grandfather changed
the world for ne, made ne who I am And w t hout
the | eadership of Dr. King, | don't know how he
devel ops into the man that he was.

| would Iike to rem nd us that
Martin Luther King, Jr. died at the age of 39.
And | ook at nyself as a nan of 36 years ol d,
and | always wonder, wow, what | am doi ng wong?
It's not what 1'mdoing wong, it's what he did
right. He gave his |ife to service, |adies and
gentlemen. Dr. King said fanmously: Qur lives
begin to end the day we becone silent about those
things that matter. And regardl ess of what you
bel i eve on each side of the aisle or whatever
political affiliation you may have, you shoul d
not be silent about what matters to you. That is

sonmet hing that unites us.
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You know, as a father | resonate
nore now with the "I Have a Dream speech than
ever. | knowit's the nost popular one. And
there's so many different things we can point
to -- the Letter fromthe Birm nghamJail, the
amazing thing he said at the Berlin Wall about
how -- Leader Stewart-Cousins' reference about
all God's children are on either side of the
wal | .

But | think about when Dr. King said
"My four little children will one day" -- and as
the father of two daughters, G ada and Cari na,
still long for that day. | long for that day
that they cannot worry about who's what col or.

You know, ny ol dest, she came hone
from school on Friday and she said "Daddy,
we | earned about sonebody naned M. King." "Wo
is M. King?" "Martin King." "Mrtin King? n,
G ada, you nmean Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr."
"Yes, Dad. You know what they taught us about
hi r?"  "What, G ada?" "That no matter what col or
you are, all children can play together."

| get enotional thinking about this,
t hi nki ng about ny children growing up in a place

where race can be used to divide them religion
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can be used to divide them M kids don't give a
dam what color you are. All they knowis |ove.
And that is the attitude that we have to have
nore in this chanber, nore in this state, nore in
this country.

As Common fanmously said: "Witing
for the Lord to rise, | look into ny daughter's

eyes and realize I"mgonna to | earn through her,

t he Messiah m ght even return through her. If
" mgonna do it, | gotta change the world through
her."

It's about our kids, folks. W
can't continue to tear each other down because of
beliefs. W can no |onger afford to do that. W
tal k about how much financially things cost --
what's the human cost of these things, |adies and
gent | emen?

And | bring it back to nmy | eader.
They quoted ne in a story in Newsday about
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Carl Heastie.
My mentor, Carl, and ny | eader, Andrea. And they
put me in -- they put ny nane in the sane article
as | egends. Legends. Basil Paterson. Percy
Sutton. Mayor David Dinkins. Charlie Rangel.

Andrea Stewart-Cousins. M nane was in the sane
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article.

That is what Dr. King stood for.
You tal k about breaking glass ceilings. Wll,
the glass has | ong been broken. It's decinmated.
And because of people like Dr. King, the sky's
the limt for all of us.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

At the request of Leader
Stewart-Cousins, the resolution is open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you

choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
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pl ease notify the desk

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wth that,

M. President, is there any further business at
t he desk?

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Oh,
there is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you for
that, M. President.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: That being the
case, | nove to adjourn until Monday,

January 28th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
January 28th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 3:39 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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