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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Qur invocation
today will be given by Rabbi Stuart Verstandig.
And | want to acknow edge he's also joined by his
son, Sam And he serves the Young Israel of
Kew Garden Hills, in Flushing.

Rabbi ?

RABBI VERSTANDI G As we open
today's session, we ask God for a blessing upon
our State of New York and of the United States of
Anerica. May we as a nation be guided by the
divine to rediscover the sacred flame of our
nati onal heritage, which so many have given their
lives to safeguard.

Let the wounds of separation and
di vi si on be heal ed by opening our hearts to
listen to the truth on all sides, allowing us to
find a higher truth that includes all. My we

| earn to honor and enjoy our diversity and
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di fferences as a people, even as we nore deeply
di scover our fundanental conmonaliti es.

May we as a peopl e undergo a
transformation that will draw forth individuals
to | ead our nation who enbody courage,
conpassi on, and a hi gher vision.

May our | eaders inspire us and we so
i nspire each other with our potential as
i ndi vidual s and as a nation, that a new spirit of
forgi veness, caring and honesty be born in our
nati on.

May we as a united people nove with
clear, directed purpose to take our place within
the community of nations to help build a better
future for all humanki nd.

May we as a nation rededicate
ourselves to truly living as one nation under
God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice for
all.

As we cel ebrated yesterday, renenber
when Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, and |
guote: "The ultimte nmeasure of a man is not
where he stands in nonents of confort and
conveni ence, but where he stands in tinmes of

chal | enge and controversy."
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These i ndeed are days of challenge
and controversy. Senators, may your deci sions
here today be wi se and gui ded by the val ues of
our forefathers.

May God grant life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness to all people. My God give
strength to the | eadership of New York State and
t he people of the United States, and may God
protect the great State of New York and bl ess us
forever and al ways.

Amen.

THE PRESI DENT: The readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 21, 2019, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,

January 19, 2019, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.
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Communi cations and reports of state
of ficers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can you please call on Senator Giffo.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO Madam Pr esi dent, |
nove that the following bills be discharged from
their respective conmttees and be reconmtted
with instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill 175, by Senator Hel m ng.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

SENATCR GRI FFO | al so nove,
Madam Presi dent, that the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective commttees and
be recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bill 1594, by
Senat or O Mar a.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the

Rul es Commttee in Room 332 of the Capitol.
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THE PRESI DENT: There's an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332 of the Capitol.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 2:34 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
2:55 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| believe there's a Rules Comm ttee
report at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a
Commttee on Rules report at the desk, and the
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 240, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
Public Health Law,

Senat e 659A, by Senator Sal azar, an
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act to anmend the Insurance Law and the
Soci al Services Law,

Senat e 660, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anend the Labor Law,

Senate 1250, by Senator Sepul veda,
an act to anmend the Education Law

Senate 1262, by Senator Mayer, an
act to anmend the Education Law

Senate 1675, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law,

Senat e 1889, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Education Law

Senat e 1904, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anmend Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011;

Senat e 2039, by Senator Seward, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law and a chapter of
the Laws of 2018 anmendi ng the I nsurance Law,

Senat e 2040, by Senator LaValle, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law,

Senat e 2041, by Senator Benjanin, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law,

Senat e 2042, by Senator Gounardes,
an act to anmend the G vil Service Law,

Senat e 2043, by Senator Seward, an
act to anmend Chapter 589 of the Laws of 2015
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anendi ng the | nsurance Law, and

Senat e 2044, by Senator Ritchie, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
the Rules Conmittee report.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
of accepting the report fromthe Rules Conmittee
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The report of the
Rul es Commttee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there is a Senate cal endar at the desk. W wil
be taking up a few bills fromthis cal endar.

And at the outset, let me just
indicate to ny colleagues that | think the bil
of nost interest will be taken up on debate at
the end. So | would encourage those on our side,

i f they have extensive coments, they nmay want to
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save themfor the bill that will be -- that we
expect to be held for debate. O course with the
exception of the sponsors on the next two, who
|"msure will be speaking on their bills.

So with that, can we begin by
calling up Cal endar Number 34.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE PRESI DENT: Cal endar Nunber 34,
by Senator Sal azar, Senate 659A, an act to amend
t he I nsurance Law and the Social Services Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2020.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Sal azar to
expl ain your vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"m proud to have introduced this
| egislation and to be voting to pass the CCCA
today. What this signifies to New Yorkers is

that we want to enpower them especially to
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empower women to exerci se autonomy over our
bodi es and, in turn, to have nore autonony over
our destinies.

When private insurers refuse to
cover the cost of a patient's contraception, it
presents a severe risk to the patient's econom ¢
reproductive freedomand to their health. No
one's heal thcare deci sions should be dependent on
what they can afford to pay.

Wiile this legislation will allow
nore New Yorkers to access the 18 types of
contraception approved by the FDA, it is ny hope
and comm tnent that eventually we will go
further, that we will elimnate the barriers that
many New Yor kers face because healthcare is not
free at point of service. But in the future, we
wi | | have singl e-payer healthcare and universa
heal thcare in New York State

But | amproud to be voting to
support this legislation today to nake sure that
we are expandi ng access to contraception.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
result.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
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negati ve on Cal endar Nunber 34 are

Senat ors Amedore, Antonacci, Fel der, Funke,
Gl livan, Hel m ng, Jordan, Lanza, Ott,
Ranzenhofer and Ritchie.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 11.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
|'"d like to pause to note that this is
Senator Salazar's first bill to pass the Senate.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we pl ease
take up Senate Cal endar Nunber 35.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 35,
by Senator Metzger, Senate Print 660, an act to
amend the Labor Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Metzger to
expl ain your vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First 1'd like to acknow edge and
t hank Senator Liz Krueger for her |eadership on
this bill, which she first introduced five years
ago.

We are on a dangerous, slippery
slope in this country when it cones to protecting
an individual's right to privacy and autonony in
deci si on- maki ng about famly planning and
reproductive health. Since enactnent of the
Af fordabl e Care Act, over 100 | awsuits have been
filed by enployers determ ned to deny workers
coverage of reproductive health services and
products based on the enployer's own personal and
political beliefs.

In its 2014 decision in the
Hobby Lobby case, the Supreme Court for the first
time recognized a qualification for a religious
exenption by a corporation.

As Justice Ruth Bader G nsburg
argued: "The court has essentially treated

for-profit corporations as peopl e capabl e of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

434

exercising religion, putting us on a dangerous
path with regard to enpl oyees' privacy and
per sonal freedons."

The Boss Bill seeks to prevent this
further encroachnment by enpl oyers into the
private decisions of enployees on matters that
have nothing to do with the performance of their
j ob.

Choosi ng whet her, when and how to
have children is a decision for individuals and
their famlies. No one should have fear that
they will |ose their job or be denoted because of
their own private reproductive health deci sions.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 35 are
Senat ors Anedore, Antonacci, Funke, Gallivan and
Jordan. Also Senator Ott.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now,
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Madam Presi dent, nmay we pl ease take up
Senate Bill Nunber 33, by Senator Krueger.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 33,
by Senator Krueger, Senate Print 240, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR GRI FFO Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
may we now take up the controversial reading of
t he cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell, and the Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 33,
by Senator Krueger, Senate Print 240, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you call upon Senator Young for an expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator
Giffo.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
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accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATCR GRI FFO Madam Pr esi dent, |
appeal the ruling of the chair and ask that you
recogni ze Senator Young, that she may be heard
upon that appeal.

THE PRESI DENT: The appeal has been
made and recogni zed, and the Senator may be
hear d.

But before we begin debate, | want
to remnd all of our guests that we nust maintain
decorumin this chanber, and we ask that you
remain silent while observing fromthe gallery.
Al'l Senators have the right to be heard, and
wi t hout interruption, and our stenographer needs
to be able to hear what they're saying. So |
appreci ate everyone's cooperation at this tine.
Thank you.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

These anmendnents are germane for the
foll ow ng reasons. The amendnent establ i shing
the Maternal Mortality Review Board is germane

because it creates a vital and | ong-overdue
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public health initiative to address
pregnancy-rel ated deat hs.

The high rates of maternal nortality
and norbidity across the United States, and
particularly in New York State, are a grave
concern that call for inmediate |egislative
attention due to the devastating inpact on
pregnant wonen, their famlies, and the entire
New York State comunity.

The legislative intent of the RHA
states that "The Legislature finds that
conprehensi ve reproductive heal thcare, including
contraception and abortion, is a fundanental
conmponent of a woman's health, privacy and
equality."”

The Governor held an event earlier
this month to announce intentions for a
constitutional anmendnment to protect abortion
access. He was joined by Hillary Cinton, who
stated: "Even in places |ike New York, which is
home to some of the | eading healthcare
institutions in the world, we are in the mdst of
an epidem c of maternal nortality which
di sproportionately affects black wonen."

The RHA | egi sl ative intent goes on
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to state: "The goal of nedical regulation should
be to inprove the quality and availability of
heal t hcare services."

Under this |egislation, the board
woul d establish systenms to study causes of death
of pregnant wonen or death within 12 nont hs of
the end of the pregnancy, or adverse health
out cones resulting from pregnancy, |abor or
delivery, by conpiling and anal yzi ng rel evant
information to devise solutions for New York's
unacceptably high rates of maternal norbidity and
nortality.

The "Policy and Purpose" section of
the RHA states that "Every individual who becones
pregnant has the fundanmental right to choose to
carry the pregnancy to term to give birth to a
child, or to have an abortion."

Al'l pregnant wonen shoul d be
entitled to conditions that assure the healthiest
possi bl e pregnancy and short- and |long-term
heal th outcomes. The RHA explicitly states that
there is a right to choose to carry a pregnancy
totermand a right to give birth. The analysis
of public health data on nmaternal nortality and

norbidity that would be performed by the board is

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

439

essential to assuring equitable access to care
for the wonen that choose to carry a preghancy to
term and/ or choose to give birth, as the RHA

st at es.

The | anguage advanced to establish
the Maternal Mortality Review Board is identica
to the bill this house voted 62-to-zero to pass
| ast spring, Senate 8907, sponsored by
t hen- Heal th Chair Senator Hannon. The bill,
Senate 1819, has been reintroduced by
Senat or Rivera w thout changes.

Li ke the RHA, the board is included,
for the second year in a row, in the Executive's
budget proposal .

Furt hernore, the provisions
establishing the Liv Act are gernane because the
RHA repeal s the only existing state statutes
intended to address illegal abortions -- donestic
vi ol ence victinms, for exanple. Liv Abreu joined
us earlier today. Her attacker was charged under
the abortion statutes that are being repeal ed
t oday by the RHA

The Liv Act woul d establish a new
section in the penal code that expressly

recogni zes the pregnant woman as the victim of
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violence, and that to do so violates a wonman's
reproductive freedom \Wien violence is done to a
pregnant wonman, her reproductive freedomis
tranmpl ed, and the | aw should continue to provide
a remedy recognizing this harm

The provisions that restore nedical
recordkeeping requirenments are germane to the
bill in that they nerely restore provisions the
bill intends to repeal. Medical recordkeeping
and reporting always has been crucial, and
continues to be, to public health, and repealing
recordkeeping for situations that may occur is
count er producti ve.

So yes, Madam President, these
anendnment s are ger nane.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

"Il rem nd the house that the vote
is on the procedures of the house and the ruling
of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCR GRI FFO Show of hands,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: A show of hands has
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been ordered.

(Show of hands.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

THE PRESI DENT: The ruling of the
chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is before the
house.

Senator Giffo.

SENATCR GRI FFO Madam Pr esi dent
woul d you recogni ze Senator Ritchie, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ritchie.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield for a few questions?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATCR RI TCHI E: Good afternoon,
Senat or Krueger.

Your bill has been characterized as
codi fying Roe vs. Wade. Can you explain to ne
the differences between Roe vs. Wade and the
Reproductive Health Act?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

New York State | aw was passed in
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1970, pre-Roe v. Wade in 1973. So it's
technically 46 years since Roe v. Wade was
determ ned by the U S. Suprenme Court, and we've
been out of conpliance with our existing |aw
since that time, because our |aw predates

Roe v. Wade. So our |aw does not explicitly --
existing law in New York State does not
explicitly codify in our health statutes the
rights to abortion.

What this bill does is it noves
abortion out of the crimnal code and into the
heal th code where it bel ongs, so that providers
are free to provide treatnent to their patients.

It ensures that the health of a
pregnant person, not just their life, is a factor
for access to abortion later in pregnancy. It
protects a patient frombeing forced to carry a
nonvi abl e pregnancy to term And it confirnmns
that all nmedical professionals licensed to
provi de abortions within their scope of practice
are able to do so.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

443

continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Can you explain
why you repeal ed the crimnal provisions
pertaining to abortion in the Penal Law?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, it's a
nmedi cal procedure. It actually should never have
been in the crimnal code. But again, it was
1970 the last time we took up the law in New York
State, so | won't presunme what people were
thinking in 1970. But since 1973, it's been very
explicit under federal |aw and under a series of
federal and state constitutional |awsuits that
this is a healthcare service and should be in our
heal th statute.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Do you believe it
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is good public policy to repeal crimnal
violations for individuals who take by force a
wonman's right to carry a pregnancy to ternf

SENATOR KRUEGER: | apol ogi ze,
couldn't quite hear you. Can you repeat that?
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Do you believe it
is good public policy to repeal crimnal
violations for individuals who take by force a
wonman's right to carry a pregnancy to ternf

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| don't think that abortion should
be within the crimnal code. | believe very
strongly in New York State's laws that in fact
provide a crimnal penalty when sonmeone attacks a
wormen, a pregnant wormaen, a man. W have very
specific crimnal |aws that can and are applied
by prosecutors when soneone attenpts to nurder
sonmeone, one attenpts a violent felony agai nst
sonmeone, one ki dnaps and forces soneone agai nst
their will into a situation where they can do
harmto them So I'mvery confident that
New York State law allows for all kinds of

appropriate crimnal penalties if soneone is
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attacked, whether or not they are pregnant.

But no, abortion was never a crine,
since we've established in 1970 the right and in
1973 forward. So | don't believe the appropriate
pl ace for crimnal penalties are in -- are
related to the abortion | aw per se.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Do you think
i ndi vi dual s who assault pregnant wonen shoul d be
hel d accountable for such assaults?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | think anyone who assaults
anyone in this state should be held accountabl e
under our laws. And |I'm confident that whether
or not we pass the Reproductive Health Act today,
we have those protections throughout our crim nal
code.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: W1l the sponsor
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Can you
explain -- or provide us why pregnant wonen are
of fered special benefits in other areas of the
| aw, such as maternity | eave, special workplace
accommodat i ons, and anti-discrimnation |aws, but
they will not be allowed in the Penal Law now?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So it's an
i nteresting question about whether wonen are
of fered special accommodations in |lots of our
other laws. Many of us spent our |ives thinking
wonen actually don't have equal treatnent under
many of our |aws, including enploynent |aws, and
t hat we need nore work there al so.

But | amquite confident that a
nmedi cal procedure -- abortion -- does not need to
be within the crimnal code and that our crim nal
code allows for many different options for a
district attorney to charge soneone with a crine

agai nst a wonmn or a man.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Currently
New York requires abortions to be perforned by a
physi ci an. What new professions are statutorily
authorized by this legislation to perform
abortions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
Through you, Madam President. Sorry, just
turning to the right page. Thank you

So nedi cal providers that have
abortion care within their scope of practice.
This currently includes sone physicians as well
as sone advanced-practice clinicians, physician
assistants, nurse practitioners, and |licensed
m dwi ves.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator yields.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Can you explain
who wi Il nake the ultinmate decision who or what
type of doctor or nurse practitioner would be
able to performthe abortion?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, in New York
State you are a |icensed physician, MD. or D. O,
and advanced-practice clinicians function under
your authority.

So there nmay be a physician who
hires physician assistants and/ or nurse
practitioners and/or |icensed m dw ves who are
perform ng procedures within their scope of
practice in that field.

The State Education Depart nment
regul ates the |icensing of professions and
establ i shes the definitions of who neets that
licensing criteria and the scope of practice.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
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yi el d?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: The Senator yields.
SENATOR RI TCHI E: What specific
training will these health professionals receive

bef ore perform ng abortions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | amnot a trainer of healthcare
provi ders nor a healthcare provider. The State
Educati on Departnment establishes specific
Iicensing and scope of practice. And we have
many, many practitioners under advanced-practice-
clinician categories in New York State.

I nterestingly, Madam President, in
1970, when our law was witten, we had nothing
known as a physician assistant, a nurse
practitioner, or a licensed mdw fe. They sinply
didn't exist as |icensed professions. Hence, the
1970 | aw was silent on them

But since then we have established
specific healthcare professions with |icensing
and scope of practice and training that is
defined as appropriate for different activities

and different kinds of healthcare, and so these
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categories are included.

Through you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator vyields.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Section 4164 of
the Public Health Law concerns recordkeeping. It
is good public policy and practice to maintain
data in records of nedical procedures. Does this
bill keep current recordkeepi ng procedures for
abortions and live births?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, this bill doesn't say anything
about changi ng procedures on tracking or records.
So I"'mnot that famliar with the Public Health
Law on recordkeeping, but this bill does nothing
to change it.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator yields.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Are there any
protections under this bill for religious
organi zati ons and hospitals fromhaving to
per form abortions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: This bill does
not hi ng to change existing protections for
individuals or institutions. Both the state and
federal |aw contain provisions that protect
i ndi vidual s and hospitals frombeing forced to
provi de abortion. The Reproductive Health Act
does not elimnate existing state or federal
consci ence provisions that protect institutions
and providers with noral objection to abortion.

The existing protections in the | aw
are included in the New York Cvil R ghts Law,
79.1; in the NYCRR, 405.9(B)10. Protections
under federal |aw include 42 USC 300a-7; 42 USC
1396u- 2(b) (3), 42 USC 238n, and 42 USC
1395w 22(j)(3) (b), Madam President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Wbul d t he sponsor

continue to yield?
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THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator vyields.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Are religious
hospitals protected if they take steps to protect
a viable fetus?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it is the responsibility of the
nmedi cal professional, in coordination with the
patient, to handl e any circunstances that nmay
t ake pl ace between themand their patient. So
whet her or not they're in a religious facility or

any other facility, that sanme standard woul d

apply.
THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.
Senator Ritchie.
SENATOR RI TCHI E: Though | di sagree
wi th Senator Krueger on this bill, |I want to

t hank her for her responses.

And | want to say that | amstill
strongly opposed to this bill and will be voting
in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.
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Any ot her Senators w shing to be
hear d?

Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Yes,

Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
coupl e of questions?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you

Senat or Krueger, | listened very
intently to the discussion. Just a couple of
poi nts of concern.

You said that the reason this is
bei ng taken out of the penal code is because it
is a nedical practice and nedical care. As
you're aware, if soneone in the State of New York
practices nmedicine, perfornms a surgery or does
anot her nedi cal procedure w thout having a
nmedi cal license, a person that's not a doctor,
for instance, a quack, currently under our |aw

that would be a crine.
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Do you believe that should continue
to be the case?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So under New York
State | aws, there are various nedica
practitioners who are licensed to provide
heal t hcare services within their scope of
practice. It includes doctors, nurses, nurse
practitioners, advanced-practice clinicians,
nurse m dw ves.

So each and all of them any of
t hose professions, have certain standards that
they must conply with. O course they can be at
risk of malpractice. And if they commt any
crimnal activity, each and every one of them
potentially would face a crimnal charge if they
in fact perforned a crimnal act.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you, Madam
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President. |'mnot sure you understood ny
guestion, Senator Krueger. What |I'msaying is
that -- what I"masking is if a person who is not
a doctor, not a healthcare provider, is a

guack - -

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay.

SENATOR LANZA: -- and perfornms
surgery on someone or tricks theminto paying
themto perform anot her nmedi cal procedure for
which they are not licensed to do in the State of
New York, currently that is a crine. That is
wi thin the penal code. Do you believe that
shoul d continue to be the case?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So this bil
makes no changes in any standards of New York
State |law for finding soneone in violation of
pretending to be a doctor or a healthcare
pr of essi onal and providing healthcare services
that they are not licensed to do.

So that is currently the law in
New York State, as we know, and there's nothing
in the bill that changes that.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to

yi el d?
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THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | will,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|'ll take that as a yes, you do
agree that that ought to continue to be a crine,
in spite of the fact that it's within the context
of nedi cal procedure.

| also listened to you respond to
guestions from Senator Ritchie concerning
protections for pregnant wonen agai nst domestic
violence. And | heard you say that there are
adequate protections for victins in that context
currently within the Penal Law. And Senator
Krueger, | believe that that is the way you woul d
want it.

A concern | have -- and it's nore of
a suggestion for your consideration nore than it
is a question -- is this. Under the current
Penal Law -- or | should say if this beconmes |aw
in the State of New York, someone who punches a
wonman who's not pregnant and anot her person who

intentionally assaults and punches a pregnant
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wonman with the intention of having that person
abort their fetus would be treated precisely the
sane.

It seens to ne that under those
circunstances, there are not, once this becones
| aw, adequate protections for pregnant wonen
agai nst donestic viol ence.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | want to thank the sponsor for
t hat questi on.

"1l start out by pointing out that
all the major donestic violence organizations
within the State of New York have endorsed the
Reproductive Health Act and have nade very cl ear
that they do not believe renoval of abortion from
the crimnal code puts wonmen at any greater risk
of donestic violence. And they also believe that
there are crimnal charges that can be applied in
any and all circunmstances when wonen, whet her
pregnant or not, are being attacked.

As we know, New York State's
first-degree assault, a Cass B felony carrying a
penalty of five to 25 years -- crimnal abortion
charges, which we are trying to renove fromthe

law, only carry penalties of two to seven years,
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and they run concurrent. So the actual charges
al wvays default to the stricter charge and | onger
time in prison.

Judges have the discretion when
sentencing to increase the penalty for
particularly violent or brutal crimes. And you
m ght very well see a judge accepting an argunent
of a DA that the attack on a pregnant woman as
you descri bed neets that standard of a
particularly violent or brutal crinme, and a
first-degree assault carries a penalty up to
25 years.

So again, I'maquite confident that
our courts, our DAs, and our crimnal code give
us a broad range of penalties to apply to people
who conmit heinous crines on others, including
pregnant wonen.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield for one nore question?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yield for one nore question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | will even yield
for nore than one nore question.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR LANZA: "1l keep that in
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Thank you, Madam President. Through
you. In spite of what that group has said to
you, clearly they do not understand the penal
code and the rel evant statutes, statutes which
are -- which bear on this subject.

Wth respect to assault, the
attendant circunmstances which aggravate it from
one level to another, up to assault 1, as you
descri bed, have to do with a nunber of attendant
circunstances. But with respect to that which is
relevant to this, it is the injury to the victim

Were this to be law, the death of
the fetus is not an injury to the woman. And
therefore, that would not be an aggravating
circunstance raising the level of the crine to an
assault 1.

So agai n, Senator Krueger, if this
beconmes | aw, punching a woman who's not pregnant
in the stomach will be treated precisely the sane
under our penal code as punching a pregnant wonan
with the intent of ending her pregnancy and in
fact doing so. Do you think that should be the
case?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, | have to disagree with ny
col | eague.

| have gone over this with crimna
attorneys, and they nmake it clear to ne that
j udges do have the discretion and that attacking
a pregnant worman is a crimnal action and can be
puni shed as a harmto the pregnant worman who is
bei ng assaul t ed.

Even earlier today | believe you
hel d a press conference with a wonan who went
through a tragic situation a few nonths ago where
her boyfriend -- | believe it was a boyfriend --
stabbed her nultiple tines and basically
ki dnapped her and held her captive. So the DAis
charging with attenpted nmurder and with viol ent
felony assault.

| f we have the abortion standard
that we do now, he can al so charge with abortion
but that's a very short tinme period of any kind
of prison tinme that would concurrent with the
much | onger penalties of attenpted nurder or
felony assault.

So | think sonmetimes we get confused
that actually having abortion in the crimnal

code offers our DAs and our judges a greater
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scope for penalty, because it does not. But it
actually does put at risk women who have actually
found thenselves in situations they did not

i mgi ne thenselves in, in places that have
abortion in its crimnal code.

So we don't disadvantage any wonen
who have been -- hopefully not, but going through
terrible circunstances, by changing our | aws.

But we do protect a far greater number of wonen
to be able to get, without discrimnation, the
heal t hcare services they need throughout the
state when they need them

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lanza on
the bill.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Madam President. And on the bill just to this
point in particular.

| disagree with what ny col |l eague
just said in that |ast discussion with respect to
the protections that will exist for the pregnant
women under the circunstances that | descri bed.

The bottomline is under the current

Penal Law, once this beconmes |aw, assaulting a
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woman who's not pregnant -- punching her, for
instance, in the abdonmen -- will be treated
precisely the sane in a crimnal way as soneone
punchi ng a pregnant wonman in the stomach with the
intent to end the pregnancy and in fact ending
t hat pregnancy. Surely that should not be the
state of the law here in New York noving forward.

And ny suggestion would be to
propose a crimnal |aw which woul d address the
concern which |'ve rai sed here w thout changi ng
where this statute finds itself in our |aw here
in New York. It would be very sinple to do so,
and it ought to be done, because we don't want
women to find thenselves in a situation -- we
know domestic violence in the State of New York
happens, sadly, many tinmes a day, and we want to
make sure that wonmen have the protection that
t hey deserve to have in the State of New York
nmovi ng forward.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

(Scattered applause fromagallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators who wi sh to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

is closed.
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The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 14. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mont gonery
to explain your vote.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just rise to, first of all, thank
t he sponsor, Senator Krueger, who has been
wor ki ng on this for many, nmany years, and the
Leader even before that, and to thank
Senat or Sal azar for the conpanion bill that was
ar gued.

And | nust say that this is really
such a celebration of -- as you know,
Madam Chai r, having been chair of the New York
State Suffrage Commi ssion, this is really one of
t he nost inportant aspects of what suffrage has
represented. Whnen's heal thcare, wonen's
reproductive health was very nuch part of the
suf frage novenent. And today we codify one of

the particular issues related to wonen's health,
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and that is reproductive health.

Reproductive health is very much a
part of who we are, what our needs are. W're
not separated fromevery aspect. And this
procedure, which is the procedure that the
deci si on between a wonman and her doctor cone to
agree that is best for that woman, is part of the
heal t h deci sions that we have to deal with with
every other part of our bodies as well.

So codifying this, removing it from
the crimnal code, naking it part of health is
important. And Madam Chair, | think --

Madam President, | think that there's no other
vote that is nore inportant as a synbol of
wonen's suffrage victories in our nation as the
vote we're taking today.

So | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Mont gonery recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Harckham to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Madam Chai r.

First | would |like to thank
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Senat or Krueger for sponsoring this bill, and for
all the Senators who worked on this for many,
many years before -- certainly before |I got here.

| also want to thank advocates on
both sides of this issue fromny district who |
saw in the hallways today and nmet with. | thank
them for their advocacy and for traveling up
here.

My daughters grew up in a politica
househol d, and they often worked on canpai gns,
t hink, out of a sense of obligation. Wll, this
canpai gn they worked on because they wanted to,
and their friends worked on because they wanted
to. And their friends' nothers worked on this
because they wanted to, because of this issue.

This was the notivating issue that
drove so many wonen in ny district -- as young as
13 knocki ng on doors, and we had one wonan
97 years ol d knocking on doors, because they were
so notivated, both positively and negatively.
The negative notivati on was what was happening in
Washi ngton and what was a very real threat to
their healthcare choice and the right for themto
determ ne their own course of healthcare and what

to do with their bodies. And on the positive
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side, that if we made change politically, we
coul d make change today.

And so | amvery fortunate to be
here and very proud to say aye on behal f of ny
daughters and all of the other daughters, from 13
to 97. Thank you.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Harckham recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senator Little to explain your vote.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| think we can all agree today that
abortion is a highly sensitive issue. And I
don't rise today in judgnment of anyone, but |
only want to rmake the point that Roe v. Wade was
legal in New York State -- or abortion was |ega
in New York State before Roe v. \Wade.

| don't believe the legislation
before us is necessary, and | am very concerned
about how this bill has been drafted, sone of the
| anguage that is init.

In the past two weeks |'ve had many,

many calls and emails to ny office, and the vast
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maj ority of them have asked nme not to vote for
this piece of legislation. | ampro-life. |
val ue the sanctity of life. And | wll
respectfully be voting no on this piece of
| egi sl ati on today.

Thank you.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: | wish to rem nd
our guests in the gallery that no additional
appl ause or voices should be heard at this tine.
Only the Senators have a right to be heard.

Senator Little to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Martinez to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, I would |like to thank
t he sponsor for her |eadership on this issue.

Today we are faced with uncertainty.
Every year wonen throughout the state are put in
danger through our current inadequate laws. Wth
t he nonunental Roe v. Wade Suprene Court decision
under constant threat at the federal level, it is

critical that we here in the great State of
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New York codify the protections afforded therein
and ensure that we protect access to safe
heal t hcare options for wonen across the state by
adopting this resolution.

Regar dl ess of ny personal opinions,
a worman's right to choose and access to safe
heal thcare options are to be |left between a wonman
and her nedical professionals. It is for these
reasons that | put mny personal opinions aside to
support this bill and vote in the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Martinez to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Gl livan to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have many concerns and objections
about this legislation, but I'lIl confine ny
remarks to just one and stand for the unborn
chi | d.

| renmenber, when ny youngest son was
born, going with my wife to the doctor's
appointnments on a nonthly basis. And | know t hat
many of mny col | eagues have shared this

experience, whether you were the pregnant one or
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whet her you were the male in the rel ationship,
and whether it was the ultrasound or the
sonogram hearing the heartbeat and | ooki ng at
that little baby noving around at a very early
st age.

| know nost recently Senator Jacobs
no doubt had the experience, Senator Benjanm n no
doubt had the experience.

And | woul d nmake the argunent, |ike
many, that that little heartbeat and that
little -- little thing nmoving around in the
not her's wonb is a uni que human being. |t
doesn't neet our definition in the Penal Law of a
person, but it has a heartbeat and it is noving
and it has an identity.

And | would al so venture to say that
we have people in this very chanber -- we
certainly know people, but there's those in this
very chanber that were born premature, in their
seventh nonth or in their eighth nonth

So these uni que hunman bei ngs goi ng
forward that nobody today is speaking for. W
often talk in this chanber about equal
protection. Wo is providing the protection for

t hese unborn chil dren?
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And | hear oftentinmes, with nmany,
many di fferent things that we tal k about -- and |
share this feeling that part of the job of
government and part of what we're here for is to
stand up and protect the innocent and protect the
nost vul nerabl e.

|"mvery sad to say that in this
case, though, today New York State has fail ed.

| vote nay.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Gallivan to
be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Parker to explain your vote

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise on behalf of the people in ny
district, the 21st District in Brooklyn, and
particularly the wonen there who have sent ne
here to help protect their rights.

And | think that, you know, npbst of
us will agree that a right to choose is one of
t hose fundanmental rights. W really shouldn't
even have to go through this exercise of passing
this bill. This should be just kind of a given
in the framework of our state governnent. But

it's not.
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And the signals we've gotten from
the federal governnment certainly show us that a
woman's right to choose and a woman's deci si ons
about her body are being threatened every single
day by this federal governnent.

And so this was necessary. W thout
this, nedical procedures that have been safe in
practice for a nunmber of years in this state will
be illegal imrediately if in fact things turn
badly in the Suprene Court.

And so |"mproud to stand with ny
col | eagues to vote for this bill. | want to
t hank Senat or Krueger for her long toiling in the
fields to stand up, you know, for a woman's ri ght
to choose; obviously Leader Cousins; and all ny
col | eagues who have contributed to this day and
have, you know, stood -- in the face of a | ot of
pressure not to do the right thing, they have
found the courage and found the right things to
do for not just the people of the state but
particularly for the wonen of the State of
New Yor k.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Parker to

be recorded in the affirnmati ve.
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Senat or Anedore to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise to explain ny vote.

You know, | share with all of ny
col | eagues in this great chanber the inportance
of wonen's health. But | find it hypocritical
that we are tal king today about wonen's health
and yet we haven't heard about the quality and
safety of wonen's health. Because what this bil
actually does is put wonen's health and lives in
j eopar dy.

This bill is not sinply a
codification. It is a dangerous expansion that
woul d allow for |ate-term abortions and woul d
al | ow nondoctors to performthem

Bottomline, this bill will put nore
lives in danger. | vote no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Anedore to
be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Savino to explain your vote.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| also want to thank Senator Krueger

and Senator Stewart-Cousins for carrying this

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

473

bill and noving it through | o these many years
since it was first introduced.

It's been said that this is a deeply
personal issue, and it is -- for everyone not
just in this chanber, but in this state. But |
like to think about how different nmy life has
been conpared to prior generations. You know, |
was 9 years old when Roe v. Wade was deci ded, so
| cane of age in an era where wonen had the right
in this state and across the country to have
access to a safe, legal abortion.

And | think back to ny
great-grandnother. She canme to this country at
the age of 17, net a young man on the boat, and
bef ore she docked at Ellis Island, she was
al ready carrying the first of what would be 18
pregnancies -- 14 live births, the ol dest of
whi ch was my grandnother. She buried six of her
children before they nade the age of five. That
was a wonman's lot in life. That's what happened.

She didn't have access to birth
control, but I would guarantee you she wi shed she
had. Even though she loved all of her children,
the struggle of giving birth to that many

children, caring for them providing for them
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experiencing that level of |oss was normal for
wonen. That's what happened. Until birth
control becane avail abl e, when wonmen were finally
able to take control of their reproductive health
so they could plan their famlies, so that they
could be able to be the kind of nother that they
wanted to be, not worrying about |osing children
to di sease, nmmking sure that you were able to
feed them and cl othe them

That's what this is really about.
It's not about abortion, although that's a part
of it. [It's not about contraception, but that's
a part of it. |It's about allow ng wonmen to
really be fulfilled as wonen and as parents and
choose the kind of famly they want.

So yes, it's deeply personal. But |
think that we're taking a step forward. | think
of ny great-grandnot her and what she woul d say.
She woul d say vote yes for this bill, give her
and others the kind of opportunity that her
gr eat - gr anddaught er had to nake choices, and the
right ones, for her own famly.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Savino to

be recorded in the affirnmati ve.
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Senat or Jordan to explain your vote

SENATOR JORDAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Legi sl ati on has been rushed through
this past week wi thout enough thought. Voting
reformbills were passed with no funding in
pl ace, no electronic poll books for EDs for
integrity of registration and voting. And no
st at ewi de broadband, which is a funble in terns
of | ogistics.

GENDA was passed with a definition
t hat coul d backfire against a well-meani ng person
because it wasn't readily apparent to that person
how an i ndi vi dual perceived thensel ves on a
parti cul ar day.

RHA, or late-termabortion, is
anot her bill not given enough thought but wll
pass anyway given the super-majority in both
houses. The Liv Act presented today was to
correct what RHA forgot when it stripped abortion
fromthe Penal Law.

Not only do | take issue that bad
bills are being passed for the sake of a hurried
progressi ve agenda, but | specifically take issue

with RHA. |I'mpro-life. But even if you're
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pro-choice, the bill should give anyone cause for
concern.

The present law in New York won't
change. For the first 24 weeks of pregnancy, a
worman can have an abortion w thout an excuse, and
that's sad enough. But RHA allows for abortion
at any time up until the nonment of birth to
protect the patient's |ife or health. The
breadth of this is just too broad. The |lack of a
definition of a patient's health makes abortion a
free-for-all. It enables anyone to cl ai m nental
di stress as part of their health concern.

W' re a feel-good, throw away
society. |If something interferes with your
mental health, forget it. Get rid of it. [If you
don't like it, throwit away. If it's
i nconvenient, toss it. If it's too expensive to
mai ntain, get rid of it. |If it doesn't fit your
lifestyle, throw it away.

A baby inside its nother is not an
i nani mate object, it's alife. It has a
heartbeat, it can hiccup, it can kick, it can
hear its nother's voice and nusic, it can feel
pai n.

The next time you throw sonething
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away or hear a baby cry in pain, think of what
you're allowing to be tossed away with a yes
vote. And | speak for thousands of enmils that
|"ve received even before |I took ny oath of

of fice.

| vote no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Jordan to
be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Carlucci to explain your
your vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too want to thank Leader
Stewart - Cousi ns and Senat or Krueger for
supporting this inmportant |egislation.

And this legislation is about access
to quality, safe reproductive healthcare for
every woman in the State of New York. And about
al l owi ng every womman in the State of New York to
have control over their own destiny.

Now nore than ever, fromwhat we
hear com ng out of Washington -- from nenbers of
the Suprenme Court, fromour president -- we in
New York have to stand up to codify Roe v. Wade

to make sure that every woman in New York State
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has the right to choose and nmake t hose deci sions
for thensel ves.

So | will be supporting and voting
yes on the Reproductive Health Act. | want to
t hank ny col | eagues for doing the sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Carlucci to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Boyl e to explain your vote.

SENATCR BOYLE: Madam Presi dent, to
explain ny vote.

We've had | egal abortion in this
state for alnost 50 years. And | don't renenber
a great outcry or rallies saying that wonen did
not have access to this.

What | hear about this bill over and
over again is we are afraid the Trunp
adm ni stration, the Suprene Court, is going to
overturn Roe vs. Wade. So ny question is, why do
we want to pass a | aw hewi ng our reproductive
health | aws cl oser to Roe vs. Wade? W already
had it. It's just going to confuse people. |
don't think the Suprene Court is going to
overturn Roe vs. Wade. |If they do, it's going to

cause trenmendous confusion on the part of
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mllions of our constituents here in New York
St at e.

| particularly have a great concern
wi th nondoctors perform ng these procedures.

"Il vote in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Boyl e to be
recorded in the negative.

Senat or Biaggi to explain your vote.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

First I want to start by thanking
t he sponsor of this bill. Senator Krueger, thank
you very much for never giving up on the
Reproductive Health Act. Also to Leader
Stewart-Cousins for all of her work in support of
this bill as well.

Fifteen nont hs ago while working for
t he Governor, | was assigned to support the
passing of this bill but was destined to fail, as
| would soon |earn. Two nonths ago, supported by
a wave of grassroots enthusiasm Pl anned
Par ent hood, NARAL, WCLA, NIRH, | had the great
honor of being elected to join this body.

Today | amproud to play nmy part in

maki ng t he Reproductive Health Act becone | aw and
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to finally finish the assignnent | was given.

This is a pivotal nmonment for the
wonen of New York, and it is |long overdue. Today
we vote to codify Roe v. Wade into | aw and
finally renpove abortion fromour Penal Lawto
place it where it has al ways bel onged, into our
Health Law. And in doing so, we protect
ourselves froma Suprene Court that will overturn
Roe v. Wade at the first chance that they get.
wish we still didn't have to worry about that,
but 1'm proud of us for recognizing the threat
and for acting.

| hope that all of New York is
wat chi ng today and that they recogni ze that
el ecti ons have consequences and that when you
vote for people who stand up for your rights,
your rights beconme protected. To disrupt the
status quo and make this vote possible, it took
comunities across the state fighting to deliver
a Denocratic majority to this chanber. And a |ot
of powerful people said that it could never
happen.

So often people who stand up to
claimtheir rights, wonmen who rise to claimtheir

rights, people of color who rise to claimtheir
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rights, are told no, not now, later. Soon. And
today we say no, not |ater, not soon, now.

It is true, the work of claimng
your rights can rmake ot her peopl e unconfortabl e.
But then, being unconfortable is part of the
wor k. Today we counter what's going on at the
hi ghest | evels of our government with a different
kind of politics, a transformational politics of
| ove and courage that takes the powers vested in
our elected | eaders and uses themto lift up and
energi ze our comunities.

| am proud of this Legislature, and
| am hunbl ed to be part of today's historic vote
for wonen. Madam President, | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Biaggi to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Seward to explain your vote.

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, to explain my vote.

You know, personally | consider the
New York | aw goi ng back to 1970, as well as the
Roe v. Wade and ot her subsequent court deci sions,
to be what | would call settled | aw and
precedent. And | understand the push to update

and noderni ze our reproductive and wonmen's health
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laws in the state. But my concern is that this

| egi sl ati on before us today goes way beyond
sinply codi fying Roe v. Wade, to the detrinment of
worren' s heal t h.

For exanpl e, allow ng nondoctors to
perform abortions under this |egislation before
us. And it would also repeal a nunber of key
Public Health Law provisions that protect both
t he not her and the viable unborn fetus. And to
repeal these provisions is both inhumane and
irresponsible, to say the |east.

| have further concerns about this
| egislation actually renmoving the state's ability
to prosecute any person who perforns an abortion
outside the | egal paraneters, enabling unsafe
back-al |l ey abortions. And it elimnates
provi sions that would increase penalties for
assaul ting a pregnant worman, causing the death of
an unborn chil d.

So, Madam President, for these
reasons | stand to say | vote in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Seward to
be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Metzger to explain your

vot e.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

483

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| am proud to cosponsor and cast ny
vote in support of the Reproductive Health Act
t oday, and thank Senator Krueger for her
| eadership and our Majority Leader for her
| eadership and all of our coll eagues who have
wor ked on this.

This | egislation has been | ong
awai ted by wonmen and nen throughout the state,
nearly eight out of 10 of whom support a woman's
right to choose.

| don't take this vote lightly, and
| respect those who oppose abortion on the basis
of their personal and religious beliefs. But I
firmy believe that a woman has a fundanent a
right to full autonony over her own body and that
New York State's |aw did not adequately recognize
this right or sufficiently protect wonen's
heal t h.

Today we noderni ze this | aw,
classify it as a nedical natter and not as a
crimnal matter.

As the representative of the nost

rural district in the Denocratic Conference,
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want to enphasize the inportance of the RHA' s
provi sion enabling |licensed nurse practitioners,
physi ci an assistants and other qualified
heal t hcare professionals to provide abortion
servi ces.

Heal th outcones for women across the
board are worse in rural areas, in part because
of a lack of access to healthcare. This
provi sion of the RHA will make abortions safer
and nore accessible in underserved rural
conmuni ties where doctors are few and far
bet ween.

Thank you very mnuch

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Metzger to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hel m ng to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First 1'd like to say that | stand
in judgnent of no one. Wat your decision is,
it's your personal decision. | have no opinion
on that.

But | do find that so much of the

di scussi on about the RHA has been m sl eadi ng,
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starting with the sponsor's neno that states that
"This bill relates to access to reproductive
servi ces and updates New York State's abortion
status to address constitutional flaws in our

| aws. "

It's my opinion that the RHA is an
extrene expansion of abortion rights that goes
far beyond codifying Roe v. Wade. |t does
not hing to safeguard the rights of wonmen who
choose to bring their babies to term |In fact,
it exposes themto additional risk.

By renovi ng these regul ations from
penal law and putting theminto health |law, the
Legislature is sending a nmessage that New York
does not val ue the choices of wonen who want to
bring their babies to full termbut don't have
t hat opportunity because of the unlawful,
crimnal actions of another person.

Once again we'll be reading in the
papers, the politicians will get all the
headl i nes. And you know who won't be heard from
again? The victinms of violence. They'll pay the
price for this action and the passage of this
bill.

Thi s radi cal proposal wll
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fundanmental ly alter our current |aws and take
away i nportant protections for victins of al
fornms of violence and their unborn children.
Earlier today we heard the tragic story of Liv,
about the donestic violence and the abuse that
she suffered and the end result, the | oss of her
unborn daughter.

Under the measure passed in the
house today, it's ny belief that |aw enforcenent
will not be able to | evy nore serious charges on
t hose who kill wunborn children. \Whether it's
during a donestic violence incident or a drunk
driving case, this is just unconscionabl e.
Ensuring justice for victins of violence should
be a priority for each person here.

| also feel that allow ng abortions
up until the nmoment of birth is an extrene
position and is definitely out of step with the
feelings of the mpjority of the people that |
represent.

And for those reasons,

Madam President, | will be voting nay.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Helmng to

be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Mayer to explain your vote.
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SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First I want to thank the sponsor,
Senat or Krueger, and a special thanks to our
| eader, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, who in
2007, when | was a staffer here, introduced the
Reproductive Health Act and faced significant
consequences in our district for her courage at
that tine.

| also want to thank the advocates,
many of whom are here today, who have been
relentless in maki ng the case that regardl ess of
one's personal choices, the ability to make the
nost private and intimte decision about whether
to have a child belongs to a woman and her health
practitioner.

And | want to acknow edge that they
have changed the m nds of people, including those
who woul d not choose to have an abortion, in
recogni zing that it is a function of governnent
to protect the personal autonony of wonmen and
their ability to nake this nost, in many cases,
difficult of choices.

| want to be particularly

appreci ative that we have noved the provisions
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t hat govern abortion into the Public Health Law,
where | have | ong thought they bel onged, as do
ot her procedures in health. And that this is an
essential function of our denocracy, granting
personal autonomy to make difficult choices.

So I"'mso pleased to be voting in
the affirmative. 1It's a sonber and serious
subject; it deserves that kind of attention. |'m
glad we have that today. But |'mproud to be
voting in the affirmative, and | thank ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle for their
t houghtful remarks as we pass this historic piece
of | egislation.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mayer to be
recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Rivera to explain your vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It has been said already but it has
to be said one nore tinme. Thank you,

Senat or Krueger, for bringing this to the floor.
Thank you to our Majority Leader, who back in
2007, when Senator Mayer was a staffer here and |

was a staffer there -- | was her chief of staff
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back in 2007 when she brought this piece of

| egislation to the floor -- I'msorry, when she
brought it to the Senate. [It's being brought to
the floor today for the first tine.

This is ultinmately an issue about
basi ¢ autonony of wonen. That's what it boils
down to. The idea that it is not -- that Roe v.
Wade is not at risk fromthe national governnent
is laughable. It is absolutely at risk. And
ultimately changing that at the federal |eve
| eaves thousands if not mllions of wonen al
across the country with no protection.

We're nmaking sure that that is not
the case in the State of New York. |'mvery
proud to vote in the affirmative on this.

And for those of you -- | know that
some of you actually care a | ot about ny Facebook
posts. | got sonething this norning, it was a
rem nder -- you know that thing that says, you
know, eight years ago, two years ago, three years
ago. It said eight years ago -- this is true --
ei ght years ago, January 22, 2011, | wote a
Facebook post that said "Today is an inportant
day, the 38th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. Let us

not forget that we nust continue to defend a
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wonman's right to choose.” And so | posted it
with a nmessage today that says "Ei ght years ago |
was conmenorating the date with words, and today
| celebrated it by noving the Reproductive Health
Act out of the conmttee that | chair." So what
a difference a majority makes.

|"mvery proud to be standing here
on this floor to vote in the affirmative. | am
sad that we'll not be wearing these {indicating
scarf} next year --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RI VERA: -- but then again,
| mght just wear it the entire year in any
event .

So again | vote in the affirmative,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you

THE PRESI DENT: Senator R vera to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Stavisky to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you to Senator Krueger,
Senator Stewart-Cousins, but also the advocates

who have really persisted. And today you're
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seeing the fruits, | think, of the |abor.

| think it was Senator Savino who
nmenti oned pre-1970 days. And | renenber those
days where people had to go to another country,
if they could afford it, or another state or a
back alley if they couldn't afford traveling.
And t hose days, fortunately, have changed.
They' ve changed in a renarkabl e way.

And | amvery proud here to say that
in 1970 when the bill canme before the Assenbly,
nmy husband voted for it, took a |ot of heat back
home in his district. And | very proudly vote
aye today.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stavisky to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hoyl man to expl ai n your
vot e.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| join nmy coll eagues in
congratul ati ng Senator Krueger and Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns and Senat or Metzger and
Senat or Sal azar for this package of historic

bills. And also to the activists. W have
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drawerful s of nagenta scarves and bow ties and
the like. So we'll have to figure out sonething
to do with them noving forward.

But | was thinking about the fact
that the last time we updated our |aws, as
Senat or Krueger said, was 1970 in this regard.
And if you think about it, |ike where in human
heal th have we not updated the |aws for that |ong
a period? And if you think about it, it's like
the fact that we have been frozen in tine here in
the Senate is going to change.

Sol'dlike just to nention in 1970
the Beatles were still a group, a postage stanp
was 6 cents, people still nailed letters. Marcus
Wel by, MD., was the top-rated TV show. So al
of that | think points to the fact that we are
finally addressing an issue that's |ong overdue.

And | was speaking to a couple in ny
office in New York Gty |last week. FErika
Christensen -- | think a nunber of you know her
story, but it bears repeating. In 2016 Erika, at
31 weeks pregnant, went for a nedical visit and
found out the fetus she was carrying woul d not be
able to survive after delivery.

Because of our outdated abortion
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| aws, she had to fly to Col orado,

Madam Presi dent, to begin the process of a
third-trimester abortion. She flew back to

New York and had a stillbirth. And then she
becanme an advocate and started to share her story
publicly.

I n Col orado, while she was there,
she wote: "I lay on the table, |ooking up at
the ceiling. M internal questions played |ike a
tape over and over in ny mnd: Wy am| here?
Did New York expect ne to carry this baby to term
only to watch himsuffer and die? Since then,

|"ve tried to answer that second question. The

' she wites, "I'

only answer,' ve come up with is

yes."

Today on the floor | think we al
owe New Yorkers |ike Erika our heartfelt apol ogy
for not having acted sooner.

And at the sane time Erika was
flying out to Colorado in 2016, Donald Trunp was
asked about what he wanted to see happen to Roe
v. Wade. And he said, | quote: "Well, if we put
anot her two or perhaps three justices on the

Suprene Court, that's really what's going to

happen, that w Il happen"” -- |I'm apol ogi zing for
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Donald Trump's witing --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN: -- "and
automatically, in my opinion, because | am
putting pro-life justices on the court."

Well, we know Donald Trunp has
al ready gotten two justices on the court.

Nat i onwi de, abortion rights are under threat. W
are not acting a nonent too soon in New York

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hoyl man to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Agai n, please restrain the appl ause
and the outbursts at this tine. W need to
mai ntai n decorumin these chanbers.

Senator Liu to explain your vote.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, for the opportunity to explain
my vote on the Reproductive Health Act.

First et me congratul ate Senat or
Sal azar on the passage of the Conprehensive
Contraceptive Coverage Act, her bill, and al so
Senat or Metzger on the passage of the Boss Bill
Li ke the RHA, those bills al so address issues of

wonen' s heal t h.
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And | want to thank Senator Krueger
for her steadfast |eadership and advocacy on this
very inportant issue at hand.

You know, in the interests of ful
di sclosure, I"'ma guy. |'ma nman.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR LI U And as a man, the
State of New York does not tell ne what to do
with nmy body. They do not tell me howto
restrict ny choices of health. And the State of
New Yor k neither should tell a woman what to do
with her body and to restrict her choices as
wel | .

That's what this is about. It's
about codifying, it is about making a --
recogni zing a wonan's right to choose as a matter
of health. It doesn't belong in the crim nal
statutes, it belongs in our health laws for the

St ate of New York.

So | proudly vote yes. | proudly
cosponsor the Reproductive Health Act. | want to
t hank the advocates. Brad took ny -- | was going

to thank Erika Christensen and also Garin
Marschal I, of RHAVote, anong many ot her advocates

who have relentlessly pursued this issue.
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Thi s shoul d have been passed a | ong
time ago, but we pass it today, and | proudly
vote aye. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Liu to be
recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Thonmas to explain your vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you to the sponsor of this
bill.

And | just want to say wonen's
rights are human rights. And in 2019 we're stil
debati ng what a woman can do with her body, and
this i s unacceptabl e.

|"ve heard a nunber of my Republican
col | eagues ask why is this bill necessary. This
bill is necessary because of the assault on
wonen's rights by the federal governnent, and
because of who has been appointed to the U S.
Suprenme Court.

And in debates like this, | would
like to quote Ruth Bader G nsburg: "It is
essential to woman's equality with man that she
be the deci si onnmaker, that her choice be

controlling. |If you inpose restraints that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

497

i npede her choice, you are disadvantagi ng her
because of her sex."

On that basis, Madam President, |
vote yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Thonmas to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sepul veda to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, for allowing me to explain ny
vot e.

| appl aud the sponsors of these
bills, Senators Krueger, Salazar, Metzger and of
course our Senate Majority Leader, Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, and ny col |l eagues and the
advocates for their strong work to protect
New York constitutional rights with this historic
act to protect a woman's right to choose, a
choice that | believe should be exclusively a
worman' s choi ce and no one el se.

As the Trunp adm nistration fights
to reverse Roe v. Wade, New York nust act now to
recogni ze that a worman has the fundanental right
to make her own nedi cal decisions in all facets

of healthcare, including her reproductive
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choi ces.

Since the Roe decision, there have
been constant attacks on a wonan's reproductive
rights. W cannot allow this constitutional
right to erode any further than it already has.

The Reproductive Health Act would
shield New York fromthis constant threat. Qur
conference has nade historic strides here in the
first couple of weeks, and I'mincredibly proud
to be standing here today on the anniversary of
the 1973 historic Suprene Court decision Roe v.
Wade, in ny pink bowtie, to vote in support of
t he Reproductive Act as we realize another
| egi sl ative m | estone.

| will be voting in the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Sepul veda
to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Ortt to explain your vote.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise because |'ve heard a nunber
of ny colleagues fromthe Majority tal k today
about the assault by the federal governnent. But
what rnust be recogni zed and pointed out is the

fact that this bill has been around | ong before
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President Trunp was even in office, when we had a
Denocrat in the Wiite House and there was no
assault. So those clains are disingenuous at

best and a fabrication at worst.

The reality is this bill can be
distilled really into one clear aspect, and |
want to attach ny comrents to ny col |l eague
Senator Gllivan's. The reality is this bill
today clearly defines -- with the nove fromthe
crimnal statute to a different part of the |aw,
it basically says that we sinply do not place any
val ue, legally speaking, on the Iife of the
unborn child, even up to the last m nutes of --
al nrost up to birth.

There is no | egal protection or
| egal value on that child' s life, and the reason
is because it undercuts the |arger argunent.

And so for those reasons,

Madam President, | proudly and regrettably vote
no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ortt to be
recorded in the negative.

Senat or Jackson to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise this afternoon and as many of
you know, | said | represent a |large part of
Manhattan. And | say to you that during ny
canpai gn to becone the New York State Senator
representing the 31st Senatorial District,
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of activists
comuni cated with me how inportant it is that we
pass the Reproductive Health Act here in the
New York State Senate. And many of them voted
for me just for that reason. And if | did not
vote for it tonight -- today or this afternoon,

t hey woul d be very, very di sappoi nt ed.

And | say to you that this bill has
been pending for years and has not been done by
the New York State Senate. And | understand
peopl e's personal beliefs. And in fact |'ve
comuni cated to people in ny district that there
are people outside with placards handing ne
information and talking to ne, and | respect
their right to do that. And in fact you know
that is true denocracy in action

And to say that today is a failure,
| don't agree with that. This is a good day in

New York State. W're passing a |law -- and sone
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people may say, well, it's this or that, it's not
perfect. Denocracy isn't perfect. But this is
going to hel p so many peopl e deci di ng what they
want to do and not be crimnalized for it.

And so on behalf of all the people
that are in favor of it fromthe 31st Senatori al
District in Manhattan, | vote aye, and | thank
you for your tine and attention.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Jackson to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gaughran to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
Madam President. And | will be brief because |
think we would |li ke the Governor to sign this
before the end of the day, and we're starting to
run out of tine.

But | too would like to thank so
much Senat or Krueger and Senator Stewart-Cousins
for sponsoring this, and the organi zations and
the activists that have fought so hard for this
for so many years.

And | do have to disagree with ny
Republ i can col | eagues, while | respect

everybody's right on this issue, and it's a very
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personal decision. But | do have to disagree
with their concept that this is perhaps
theoretical. Unfortunately, | am convinced that
we may be seeing Roe v. Wade overturned, and
maybe sooner than | ater.

So it is vital that we pass this
bill today. And Madam President, | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Gaughran to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kam nsky to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just want to not only thank the
sponsor and our Majority Leader, but just nmake a
gui ck point about the argunments that have been
made for decades about this and how what we're
doing today fits that.

So for years peopl e have conpl ai ned
about the Suprenme Court decision and how it
usur ped denocracy and a state's ability to make
deci sions for thenmselves. There's been a steady
drunbeat trying to push back on Roe v. Wade, | aws
passed all over the country saying that a wonman

must listen to a heartbeat of a fetus before
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maki ng a deci sion, parental consent, on and on
and on, a steady erosion of the right that the
Suprene Court put in place.

And then our state, after a clear
mandate in an el ection where this was front and
center and every scare tactic about this bill was
put front and center, in church bulletins and on
t hroughout, certainly in nmy district, voters nade
a decision that a woman's right to choose shoul d
be paranount in this state. Because in this
state where they choose to live, it matters, and
it mtters to the point that we're going to be
| eading the country. And if you don't like that,
then there are plenty of other places that have
different laws, and we can vote with our feet if
we want to.

But our voters sent us here with a
cl ear mandate. That nandate i s bei ng exercised
today in the nost denocratic, straightforward
way. |'mvery proud to support the Reproductive
Health Act. | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kam nsky to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain your

vot e.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO Madam Pr esi dent
and ny col |l eagues, for a while now the citizens
of New York State have been waiting to see what
the agenda will be like with the new | egi sl ature.
And today | think they see it as a very sad day
and a sad agenda.

| think today what they see, and
over the past two weeks, is another addition to
t hose two weeks so far, of a radical, extrene,
regressi ve agenda for New York State. Let ne
repeat that: A radical, extreme, regressive
agenda for New York State. Because | think we're
nmovi ng backwar ds t oday.

| say it's regressive because just
| ast week the extreme regressives in this room
hail ed the Governor for standing up -- and |I'm
not opposed to it -- and suggesting we have to
i ncrease the penalties for those who woul d
perpetrate violence or harmon reporters in
New York State. And | don't have a problemwth
that. | think it's a good thing. They're
i mportant.

Today Senator Lanza pointed out an
irony. As we want to nove |egislation in that

area, we want to mnimnmze, reduce or elimnate
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the protections for the nost vulnerable in our
popul ation. And others have tal ked about that.
Those who cannot protect thenselves, those who do
not have a voice. But, as others have stated
here, those who are alive and living in the body
of a woman -- really not the body of a wonan, a
separate body within a wonan

| woul d suggest to you if a child
was born on the outside grow ng out, how would
you feel about destroying it? Still part of the
nom the wonan.

The nost inportant thing we should
be doing while this is legal now, this process,
this procedure -- and we've always agreed upon
that. Pro-choice and pro-1life individuals have
al ways agreed upon one thing. If it's legal and
it's going to be done, we want to protect the
life and the safety of the nom and the woman.

As has been pointed out, this bil
really doesn't do that. You don't want an
acupuncturi st or a masseuse providing this
particul ar procedure for a wonan. That's not
going to protect that individual. | don't know
what the Education Departnent is going to decide.

| know | would want a nedi cal doctor to do this
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procedure. W can respect wonen that nuch, if it
i s indeed |egal.

But the irony is a bill put out to
protect human beings, and today to mnim ze and
maybe el i m nate any protections agai nst viol ence
for an unborn child. | think we could do both.
We should put it in one bill --

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Tedi sco --

SENATOR TEDI SCO. -- protect
reporters and protect unborn children.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Tedi sco,
your time has |apsed. How do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: How do you vote?
How do you plan to vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO, | vote no

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Tedi sco to
be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Bail ey, please explain your
vot e.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

Madam President. | will be very brief.
Senat or Krueger, thank you for your

defense and di ssertation about this very
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i mportant health topic. Leader Stewart- Cousins,
t hank you for introducing it upon your
introduction to the State Senate. W are
appreciative. And when | say "we," | don't nean
just nmenbers of this body, | nean wonen al
around the State of New York

Ladi es and gentlenmen, we're talking
about choice. This is not conpul sory. There is
nothing in this bill that says you nust get an
abortion if you qualify ABC or XYZ. This is
about a choi ce.

| am not of the opinion that we
shoul d be taking choices away from peopl e, nuch
| ess a wonan. Mich | ess a wonan having to do
wi th her own body.

Senator Liu, you hit the nail on the
head when you said that I would inmagine there's
no equivalent in this state |aw that indicates
that a mal e should not have a procedure for him
to reproduce. Wen we think about putting those
restrictions on nen, we should think about
putting restrictions on wonren. W haven't done
it for men, and today we're no | onger going to do
it for wonen.

Senat or Krueger, thank you for
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standing up. | vote aye, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Bailey to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have just three words to say about
t he passage of RHA today. It's about tinme. |1've
heard a nunber of ny coll eagues tal k about how
we're noving too quickly and we've passed a | ot
of things in the last three |egislative days.
Well, they'd better get used to it, because we
are just getting started and there are going to
be a lot of things that are going to pass in this
house that have been held up for way too | ong.

And by the way, it's not as if these
bills have not had their day in the sun for
public discussion. RHA was introduced over a
decade ago. CENDA was first introduced in 2003.
Some of the election reformbills we passed | ast
week | introduced when | was in the Assenbly.

So let's be clear, these are things
t hat people want, these are things that people
have been demandi ng, and these are things that

have been held up for way too long. I|f we want
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to tal k about who's regressive and extrene,
woul d submt to the Mnority that they're in the
m nority because they have been deened regressive
and extreme by the voters of this state.

W are the ones who have canpai gned
on these issues. W are the ones who won
el ections on these issues. And we know that the
peopl e of this state have been demandi ng progress
on these and the additional issues you' re going
to see comng tonorrow and the week after that
and the week after that and the week after that.

So | submit to nmy colleagues on the
other side they'd better roll up their sleeves
and get ready for some real work, because there
has been things that have been held up and on the
shelf in this state for way too long. And as for
RHA and everything el se we're going to pass, it
is about tinme we're finally getting it done.

| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| want to thank mnmy col |l eagues on
both sides of the aisle.

| have to say | wish that ny
col | eagues who oppose this bill had spent nore
ti me debating nme, because then they m ght have
| earned nore details about what is actually in
this bill versus sone of the things |I've heard
during the comments which are sinply not true.
There's not hing radi cal about this bill.

The deci si on about whether to have
an abortion is deeply personal. It involves a
conpl ex wei ghting of wonman's uni que
ci rcunst ances, her nedi cal needs, her private
norality, and her own body.

| value the sanctity of life,
wonen's lives. And | rem nd everyone that what
goes on in the course of a pregnancy can be
extrenely different fromperson to person. This
is why it is a decision that nust be nmade by a
woman and her heal thcare provider al one, not by
us in government.

Qur abortion | aws, once
groundbr eaki ng, are now al nost 50 years ol d.
They did not neet the standard set by Roe v.

Wade, and they do not reflect nodern nedica
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practice. Even the earlier statenents | heard
about being worried about masseuses perform ng
abortions -- | hope everybody knows that in
nodern tines, four out of five abortions involve
the taking of two pills provided by |icensed,
approved nedi cal providers. Just two pills,
Iicensed providers.

It should not have taken this |ong
to get to this day. Forty-six years today since
the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973. And | am so
proud that Sarah Weddington is here on the fl oor
with us today so we can thank her for her
lifetime dedication. She debated the original
bill before the federal Suprene Court. And |
t hi nk everybody, wherever you are on this bill,
woul d just like to ask you to rise and appl aud
Sar ah Weddi ngton for her amazing |ife and work.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: And you know, we
still have not |earned howto talk to each other
about this conplex issue. Thirty percent of
American wonen wi Il have an abortion by the age
of 45. That's one out of four. And | doubt we
could find one who said it was easy and who did

not think long and hard about their decision.
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And yet we still do not allow people a place to
di scuss their feelings, enobtions and experiences
because | aws and attitudes make them feel at

risk. We will never know how rmany New York wonen
have suffered and even di ed because of our
antiquated | aws preventing themfromgetting the
care they desperately needed, particularly

| ow-i ncomre wonen and wonen of col or.

But |aws are not enough. W need to
nove further to ensure that our healthcare
providers are trained and available in every
county in our state and no one faces prohibitive
costs in order to neet wonen's needs near where
they Ilive.

Today we are turning a page, and |'m
very proud to be a small part of that with ny
col | eagues here today and ny | eader, Andrea

Stewart-Cousins. By enacting the Reproductive

Heal th Act, the CCCA, and the Boss Bill, New York
will once again take the lead in the nation on
wonen' s reproductive healthcare and we will help

ensure that all New Yorkers have the freedom and
opportunity to make their own deci sions about
their health and their famli es.

| proudly vote aye, Madam Presi dent.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Krueger to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kaplan to explain your vote.

SENATCOR KAPLAN: A wonman's deci sion
to choose notherhood is deeply personal. It's a
deci sion that should be nmade by her, w thout
interference by the governnment. For too |ong,
too many barriers have been put up to prevent
wonen fromfreely accessing health services and
exercising their right to make deci sions about
their reproductive health.

| appl aud Senator Liz Krueger and
our Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins. |'m
proud to stand here today as a cosponsor of this
| egislation and to vote in favor of its passage
so that wonen's rights are protected in New York
no matter what happens at the federal |evel.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kaplan to
be recorded in the affirmative.

Seei ng and hearing no other Senators
that wish to explain their vote -- Senator
Benjam n to explain your vote.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Briefly, Madam

Pr esi dent .
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| was sitting here not planning to
speak, but | was reflecting on the concept that |
was hearing fromthe other side about hypocri sy,
and | felt conpelled to say something on that.

First of all, I want to conmend
Senat or Krueger and t hose who have fought so hard
in our galleries to nake this day possible.

When you tal k about hypocrisy, |
want to tal k about the hypocrisy of individuals
who say they're pro-life but then when their
daughter mght be in a situation, they all of a
sudden have a different perspective for their
child, but they have a different view for
everyone el se.

And | think it's inportant that we
don't be hypocritical today. A wonan's right to
choose should be her right. And we shouldn't
have a standard for everybody el se but when it
cones to us, we want to have a second set of
st andar ds.

And so | think it's inportant that
we are here today to | et everyone know that in
the State of New York a woman has a right to
choose. And for that, | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Benjamin to
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be recorded in the affirmative.

Seei ng and hearing no other Senators
that wish to explain their vote, Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins to close.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

So here we are again, breaking down
yet another barrier. And today is a day that, as
has been stated, marks 46 years since Roe v.
Wade. So it's appropriate that we take up this
i ssue and debate it as we have done today.

| appreciate ny coll eagues on the
ot her side. You answered a question for ne, the
guestion that |'ve been asking since 2007,
whet her or not there would be a vote that would
be simlar to what happened in 1970, where sone
Republ i cans joined with Denbcrats to vote for a
woman' s choi ce.

And | understand that you feel the
way you feel. But 46 years ago, the federa
gover nment deci ded that wonmen needed to have
control over their destinies. You know, wonen
were dying needlessly. In a country where the
medi cal services were the best in the world,

because wormen had no choice, they resorted to
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nmet hods that in nmany cases ended their lives or
ended the prospects for their lives.

Roe v. Wade said that we're better
than that as a country and that wonen who have a
choi ce can have a choi ce and can have the best
care possible should they decide to have an
aborti on.

And we thought that the struggle to
affirmwonen's rights were done. W thought that
it was settled law. W thought there was no nore
goi ng back. And yet we've watched brick by brick
being placed in the path of wonmen and their right

to their own destiny.

When | first carried this bill in
2007, they did tell -- "Ch, no, no, no, we don't
have to discuss this." | mean, | was frankly
appalled when | cane in. | didn't realize that

t he abortion laws were in the hom ci de codes.
really didn't knowthat. And | didn't realize
that the 1973 | aw had nore provisions than we had
in 1970. | didn't know that.

And | thought that 1'd conme in and
why don't we stop tal ki ng about hom ci de when
we' re tal king about wonen's health issues. And

why aren't we as up-to-date as the federal
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government? After all, we were the | eaders. |
was shocked when we were told that "Ch, don't
worry, it's not a problem Nothing's going to
happen. "

So no, it's not about being
di si ngenuous, it's about watching brick by brick
the walls being built, walls that are nmeant to be
barriers. W can't pretend that the case now and
what can happen with wonmen's choi ce and Roe v.
Wade is not in jeopardy. Cearly our president
has stated -- and, you know, ny coll eagues have
said that he has made it clear that sone days he
t hi nks worren shoul d be puni shed for their
reproductive choices. Mybe -- | think he --
maybe they should go to jail, we'll have to see.

But what is very clear is that there
is no appetite for allowi ng woren who have the
right to their own destiny to be able to keep
t hose decisions as their own personal deci sions.

And so today we're saying no. W're
saying not here in New York. W're saying that
wonen's health matters. W' re saying that her
deci sions about her life matter. And once agai n,
we are | eading the way.

Today we're al so saying that
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contraceptive care matters. It was

interesting -- as an aside, | was talking to ny
son about the fact that we're passing these | aws.
He knew how -- the fact that the contraceptive
was in nmonth increments. M son knew that. It's
not just a wonman's issue.

So |'m happy that we're saying that
contraceptive care matters, that we're saying
t hat your boss should have no right to determ ne
your reproductive choices around your health
i nsurance.

And that being said, | really want
to thank Senator Krueger, who's been, you know,
just an incredible friend and a chanpi on for
wonen's rights. Thank you for being who you are.

| want to thank all of ny coll eagues
who have, you know, made this day finally
possi bl e. Thank you, Jen, thank you, Julia, for
doing incredible work. | mean, | think that we
have the best freshman cl ass ever.

But | really want to say that we
have all thought a | ot about this, each and every
one of ny coll eagues. And you' ve heard how
t hought ful everybody is, and nmy Republican

col |l eagues as well. And | just want it to be
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really clear. Nobody takes this lightly. Nobody
t hi nks that these aren't serious decisions.
Nobody, nobody believes that at any nonent, if

you are confronted with this, it cannot be

angui shed.

But the reality is what we are
saying today is that we will get out of the way,
that wonmen will be able to nake their decisions

and lead their lives the way a denocracy in
Anerica allows themto | ead.

| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Andrea
Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 33 are
Senat ors Addabbo, Akshar, Amedore, Antonacci
Boyl e, Fel der, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Jacobs, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino,
Sewar d, Tedi sco and Young.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 24.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

(Cheers; extended standing ovation.)
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UNI DENTI FI ED WOVAN | N GALLERY: May
Al m ghty God have nmercy on the State of New York.
(Conti nui ng uproar.)

THE PRESI DENT: Order in the

chanbers.

Senator G anari s.

W will have order in these
chanbers. The Sergeant-at-Arnms will have order

in these chanbers.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
is there any further business at this desk until
tomorrow, when we get to do it all again?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: That being the
case, | nove to adjourn until tonorrow,

Wednesday, January 23rd, at 11:00 a.m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the

Senat e stands adj ourned until Wdnesday,
January 23rd, 11:00 a.m
(Wher eupon, at 4:48 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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