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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Today' s
invocation will be offered by Rabbi Steven
Graber, from Tenple Hllel of North Wodnere.

RABBI GRABER: Lord our Cod,
stand before You today in the presence of great
| eader shi p, peopl e who have been chosen from al
over our great state to represent and | ead the
peopl e by establishing laws and rules that wll
bring us all to a better life.

Teach our |eaders, O Lord, to use
the gifts that You have bestowed upon them so
that they can fornul ate bal anced answers to the
difficult tinmes which we face.

May they work to the benefit of al
of us. Help them O Lord, to foster stability
and growh in the workplace. Help themto nake

our schools safer and scholastically stronger.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3026

Hel p themto act in kindness and | ove and

hum ity and conpassion as they work together to
create a nore bal anced society where justice is
tenpered with mercy, a society where goodness
and righteousness can advance and thrive.

Qur state notto is Excelsior, which
means "Ever Upward." Wth Your help, O Lord,
may these fine nmen and wonen of the Senate
continue to | ead us ever upward.

Lord our God, shine Your |ight upon
all who have assenbl ed here today {in Hebrew}.
Grant bl essing and success to all the worthy
deeds which they perform

And | et us say anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Rabbi .

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,

Tuesday, May 29th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, My 26th,

was read and approved. On notion, Senate

adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal will stand approved as
read.
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Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 21,

Senat or Anedore noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Local CGovernnent, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 8806 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 6958, Third Readi ng Cal endar 280.

On page 27, Senator Serino noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Mental Health
and Devel opnental Disabilities, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 9019A and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 7171A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 403.

On page 35, Senator Gallivan noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Loca
Government, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9711 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
7547, Third Readi ng Cal endar 569.

On page 42, Senator Marchi one noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Loca
Government, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10348 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
7855, Third Readi ng Cal endar 684.

On page 42, Senator Marchi one noves

to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Loca
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Government, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10349 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
7856A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 685.

On page 44, Senator Parker noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Energy and
Tel ecommuni cati ons, Assenbly Bill Nunber 6255 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 6160,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 716.

On page 48, Senator Little noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Finance,
Assenbly Bill Number 8723A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6895A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 797.

On page 49, Senator LaValle noves to
di scharge, fromthe Committee on Hi gher
Education, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10174 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 8088,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 807.

On page 57, Senator Hel m ng noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Loca
Government, Assenbly Bill 10044A and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 7980A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 948.

On page 60, Senator Lanza noves to

di scharge, fromthe Cormittee on Cities,
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Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10236 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8071, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 980.

On page 65, Senator Breslin noves to
di scharge, fromthe Comm ttee on Environnenta
Conservation, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10342 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 8162,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1036.

On page 67, Senator Little noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Comer ce,
Econom ¢ Devel oprment and Snal |l Busi ness,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9851 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7943, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1082.

And on page 79, Senator DeFrancisco
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8789 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 6938,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1235.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
substitutions are so ordered as read.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports of state
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of ficers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes,
M. President, I wish to call up Senator
Bonacic's bill, Print Nunber 6244, recalled from

the Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
333, by Senator Bonacic, Senate Print 6244, an
act to anend the Rural Electric Cooperative Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I*d now |ike
to call up Senator Giffo's bill, Print Nunber
7418A, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now
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at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
399, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 7418A, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | now woul d
like to call up Senator Seward's bill, Print
Nunber 3960, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is
now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
442, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 3960, an act

to anmend the | nsurance Law.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | wish to now
call up Senator Tedisco's bill, Print Nunber
5369, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
606, by Senator Tedi sco, Senate Print 5369, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
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SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I*d now |ike
to call up Senator Ranzenhofer's bill, Print
Nunber 3879A, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which
is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1177, by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 3879A,
an act to anmend the Executive Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Next, pl ease

call up Senate Print 6973, by Senator Flanagan,
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recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
283, by Senator Flanagan, Senate Print 6973, an
act in relation to.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO On page 49, |
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 799,
Senate Print 7174, by Senator Serino, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain

its place on third readi ng.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3035

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
anmendnents to the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills:

By Senator Hannon, page 18, Cal endar
Nunber 199, Senate Print 5622;

By Senator Marcellino, page 47
Cal endar Nunber 785, Senate Print 2587C,

By Senator Funke, page 55, Cal endar
Nunber 909, Senate Print 7910;

By Senator Young, page 73, Cal endar
Nunber 1165, Senate Print 7771

By Senator DeFrancisco, page 75,
Cal endar 1200, Senate Print 8249;

By Senator Mirphy, page 79, Cal endar
1238, Senate Print 7604;

By Senator Ritchie, page 82,
Cal endar 1265, Senate Print 6709.

And | now nove that these bills
retain their place on the order of third reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Al'l the
anendnents, as read and presented, are accepted,
and the bills shall retain their place on third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Pl ease

recogni ze Senator Klein.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Stavisky, |
nove to reconmit Senate Print Nunmber 5217
Cal endar Nunber 576 on the order of third
reading, to the Conmittee on Education, with
instructions to said commttee to strike out the
enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO It is so
or der ed.

SENATOR KLEI N: On behal f of
Senat or Savi no, on page 37 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunmber 602, Senate Bil
7690, and ask that said bill retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on third reading.

SENATOR KLEI N: And finally, on
behal f of Senator Krueger, | nove that the
following bill be discharged fromits respective
conmmttee and be reconmtted with instructions to

strike the enacting clause: Senate Nunber 3397.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO It is so
or der ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, one
nmonent .

W have the active cal endar |ist.
|"d like to just call up two of those bills. The
first one is Cal endar 403, by Senator Serino, and
t he second --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary -- go ahead.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
403, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Gunther, Assenbly Print 9019A, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse ne.

Bef ore you do that, would you lay the entire
cal endar aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, The bil

is withdrawn, and the calendar will be laid
aside, the active list will be laid aside at this
poi nt .

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Al right.
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Then can we pl ease take up a resolution, and that
woul d be previously adopted Resol ution 4166, by
Senat or Kennedy, read the title only, and then
call on Senator Kennedy to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO we' ||
return to notions and resol utions.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4166, by Senator Kennedy,
honori ng Chief Thonmas J. Mran posthunously upon
t he occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

Today | rise to honor the life of a
great man, an extraordinary friend and a hero to
so many in our community, Chief Thomas J. Moran,
who passed away March 1st of this year.

l"d like to wel cone Toms wife Kelly
and their daughters, Ava and Lila, and Tom s
brother Terry, sister-in-law Kathy, and his

sister-in-law Diane with us as wel .
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W al so have a dear friend of Chief
Moran's, Lieutenant Brian Britzzalaro, fromthe
Buf fal o Police Departnment, who's joined us. And
many of our nmen and wonen in blue are with us
t oday watching from back home in Buffalo. W
t hank you for your service and are very gratefu
for everything that you do on our behalf.

Chi ef Moran wasn't just one of the
best, he was the best. He was sonebody t hat
al ways was | ooki ng out for the people who he
served -- a true public servant who wore that
badge with great pride and dignity and respect,
t hat same respect he denonstrated on the beat,
from an up-and-com ng officer to the highest
| evel s of the brass.

And because of that great service to
t he people of Buffalo and Western New York and
the great State of New York, we will present to
Toms fam |y today the New York State Liberty
Medal .

Tomwas a |ifelong South
Buf f al oni an, the youngest of the | ate Janmes and
Helen's six children. He attended St. Anbrose
El ementary School -- with Kelly -- and went on to

graduate from Bi shop Ti non H gh School in 1986,
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Bi shop Tinon itself a staple in the South Buffalo
and Western New York conmunity.

He earned a bachel or's degree from
SUNY Brockport, majoring in business and witing,
and worked as a counsel or at Father Baker Hones
for several years.

Now, the Homes of Father Baker take
care of some of the nost vul nerabl e individuals
in our conmunity. Tomry wore his heart on his
sl eeve, and at a young age, working at Father
Baker Homes, showed individuals with disabilities
the greatest dignity and respect that he then
showed t he people of Buffalo on the streets when
he wore the badge.

Tom was a nmenber of the Buffalo
Police Departnent for nearly 25 years. He joined
the police departnent in 1994 as a patrol
of ficer and spent nost of his early career at
precincts on the city's East Side.

In 2006, as an officer in what was
then the Ferry-Fillnore District, he and anot her
officer, Ronald Cark, received the Edward H
Butler Award for Heroismfor stopping an arnmed
robbery in a store and arresting the hol dup nan.

Tom was al so a nenber of the
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Underwat er Recovery Team from 2004 until he was
pronoted to |ieutenant and naned to the head of
District A shortly thereafter. District A
enconpasses not only the South District, but the
nei ghbor hood i n which Tom grew up and |ived and
was raising his own famly.

He was a conmitted nei ghbor. He was
a commtted police officer. He was a comm tted
| eader. But the nost inportant thing in Tom s
life was his beautiful famly, who have joined us
here today.

As a nmenber of the Knights of
Col umbus and the Ancient Order of Hibernians, he
often marched with those organi zations in the
St. Patrick's Day parade.

This year -- as a matter of fact,
t his upcom ng weekend -- Ava and Lila are going
to serve as the co-grand marshals of the South
Buffal o Parade of Circles on behalf of their
father, Chief Tommy Moran, in his passing. It is
an amazi ng, an anazi ng denonstration of the |ove
that our community has for Chief Moran.

And | will tell you a beautiful part
about the parade as well is it's going to go

right by their home. And we know there's going
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to be a great crowd there cel ebrating and
honoring Chief Modran and his nenory and his | ove
for our conmunity.

He was | oved by all that knew him
There was never a soul who woul d speak ill of
hi m because of how he treated others. And every
single time you' d see Chief Mran, before he'd
open his nmouth, you knew what he was t hi nki ng.
You know why? Because he had a smile on his
face, because he was happy to see you. Because
he | oved people. He |loved people. That's what
he was all about, hel ping other people.

It's nmy honor today to present
Chi ef Thonmas Moran's famly with the New York
State Liberty Medal. The New York State Liberty
Medal is the highest honor that can be bestowed
upon a resident of New York State fromthis great
and auspi ci ous chanber, an honor awarded to
i ndi vi dual s who have nerited special commendati on
for exceptional, heroic, and humanitarian acts on
behal f of their fell ow New Yorkers.

And | would subnmit to you that every
single day of Tommy Moran's |ife was done that
way -- was treated with great heroism was

treated with great humanitarianism and was
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treated in an exceptional way. | can think of no
one nore deserving than Chief Tom Moran, for his
years of service and commtnent to protecting and
i mproving the streets of Buffalo, Wstern

New York, and the State of New York.

To the nmen and wonen in blue, once
again we thank you for your service and your
comm tment, for your sacrifice, for your famly's
sacrifice.

To Chief Miran's famly, once again
we thank you for your sacrifice for giving us
Tomry, for sharing himwth all of us, not just
as our friend but as our |eader. And not just in

Sout h Buffal o and Buffal o, but all across the

great State of New York. It was truly an honor
and a privilege just to know him W wll all
mss him W all love him He was one of us.

| extend ny sincerest condol ences to
Toms fam |y, including his four brothers: Janes
and his wife Darlene; Kevin; Brian and his wife
Julie; and Terrance. His nother-in-law, Joanne
Buczkowski; brother-in-law, M ke; sister-in-I|aw,
Kat hy; as well as many ni eces, nephews, cousins
and countl ess, countless friends.

My heart is with you, Kelly, Ava and
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Lila. W appreciate you, we are with you, and we
will be with you into the future, at your side.
Your loss is our loss as well. W feel for you.
W mss Tomw th you. Please know that he w ||
al ways be renenbered by the people of Buffal o and
the great State of New YorKk.

Thank you. May Chief Tom Moran --
the best -- rest in peace.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Gal I'i van.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to thank Senator Kennedy for
bringing this resolution forward and for giving
such an apt and wel | -rounded descri ption of
Tom Mor an.

And | also rise to wel cone you
Kelly and Ava and Lila, and your famly and
Li eutenant Britzzalaro here to the Senate
chanber.

Senat or Kennedy did a wonderful job
of describing Tom-- truly a great guy, a good
guy, as he so often called everybody el se, the

first to stand up and hel p anybody. Wich is
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somet hi ng, given ny background in | aw
enforcenent, ny famly's background in

| aw enforcenent, we'd expect out of any police
of ficer. But beyond that, he did it as a person,
as a human bei ng.

And without repeating all the things
t hat Senator Kennedy said, I'mthrilled that
you're here so that we can recogni ze you and the
type of individual that Tom was.

And I'd Iike to go back to the news
accounts, for the sake of everybody el se, and
just nention a couple of things that were in the
news accounts that | think are so incredibly
important. OF course today we are recogni zi ng
Tom for his exenplary contributions and service
on behal f of others, but all-around good guy,
first person to help, a hero, a | oving husband
and the best daddy. Sonebody we shoul d al
aspire to be.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Gallivan.

The resol ution has been previously
adopted. It is open for cosponsorship. Should

you choose to be a cosponsor, please notify the
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desk.

At this tine we would like to
express our gratitude for the lifetinme of service
by Chief Tom Moran and for his famly sharing him
with all of the Geater Buffalo community. And
for all those in New York State, particularly in
this house, in the Senate, we express our sincere
synpat hy and condol ences on your | oss.

God bless you all, and let's
acknow edge the Moran famly.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Yes, can we
now t ake up previously adopted Resol ution 4860,
by Senator Serino, title only, and call on
Senat or Serino to speak, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4860, by Senator Serino,
commendi ng Brian CGeary upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the

New York State Senate.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Serino.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President.

Today we're joined in the chanber
with Brian Geary, his parents, Sue and Phil, and
his brother and sister and his girlfriend.

The New York State Liberty Medal is
our state's highest honor. Since taking office,
| have only given out a select few But when
first heard Brian CGeary's story, | thought to
nmyself: Now, that's a hero.

We've all heard of the bystander
effect, where sonething terrible is happeni ng and
peopl e freeze, bystanders freeze. Maybe they go
so far as to call 911, but nost often that's
where the action ends. In the early norning
hours of a weekday norning back in April,

Brian Geary of East Fishkill was on his way to
work -- and actually, it was a different tineg,
one night that he actually was at -- | think it
was a four-hour difference. He was on his way to
a work training programwhen he saw an overturned
vehicle in flames already.

| nstead of carrying on, he turned
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right around and nmade it to the vehicle just
before it was fully engulfed. Noticing that a
woman was | odged within the vehicle, instead of
focusing on the clear risks and dangers, Brian
ran to his vehicle, got his baseball bat, and
bashed in the wi ndow to get her out.

He pulled off at the scene and was
able to pull the woman out just in tinme before
the entire vehicle becane engulfed in flanes. He
waited with her until the anbul ance arrived to
bring her to Westchester Medical, where she
ultimately made a full recovery.

Not only have | been struck by
Brian's actions, but by his humlity in the
aftermath. Wiile he m ght not consider hinself a
hero, his display of the decisive action and
courage tells us otherw se.

Brian, you truly are a hero, and it
is ny distinct honor to have the opportunity to
join with Senator Murphy in presenting you with
our state's highest honor, the Liberty Medal.

On behal f of our community, | thank
you. W are fortunate to count you as a
nei ghbor, and we hope that your story can inspire

and notivate us all to make a difference in our
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comunity.

Thank you. Please rise -- oh, I'm
sorry. Please call on Senator Mirphy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mur phy.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you,

M. President.

It's not too often that we get one
of these Liberty Medal recipients here in the
Senat e chanber, and today we actually have two.
How great is that?

But we have a gentl eman here,
Brian Geary, who's acconpani ed by his nother Sue
and father Phil, and his brother and sister.

And how t he good Lord intervenes.
Brian was off to work four hours earlier than
usual when he passed by a car crash that was a
car engul fed in flanes.

He had turned around, went back up
the ranp and circl ed back around, junped on top
of the car, |ooked to see if anybody was in
there, saw a | ady who was | eani ng agai nst the
passenger side, ran back to his car, got his
basebal | bat and smashed the wi ndow to take out

t he unconscious lady -- who | happen to know,
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who's a lovely | ady who does so nmuch work for our
community and vol unt eeri ng.

Brian's heroic actions deserve the
Li berty Medal. W usually talk about these from
our first responders, not by bystanders. Well,
Bri an was no bystander that day, and we
congratul ate himtoday and his wonderful parents.

Thank you for being here, and
congratul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO As not ed,
t he resol ution has been previously adopted.

The resolution is open for
cosponsorshi p. Should you choose to be a
cosponsor, please notify the desk.

At this tine we'd |ike to thank
Brian Geary for his unselfish heroismand want to
wel come Brian and his famly to the Senate
chanber.

God bl ess you. Please rise and be
recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now

take up a privileged resolution by Senator
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Fl anagan, Senator Stewart-Cousins and ot hers,
read it inits entirety, and call on Senators
Fl anagan, Stewart-Cousins and those who want to
speak by a hand raised for us after the
resolution is read.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
resol ution by Senators Fl anagan, Stewart- Cousins,
Benjam n and Al cantara, celebrating the life and
di stingui shed career of fornmer Assenbl yman Her man
D. Farrell, Jr., a well-respected public servant
and a credit to the institution of governnent.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and comend t hose
i ndi vi dual s of distinguished purpose whose |ives
have been committed to public service in the
pursuit of excellence in the conduct of the
| egi slative process in this great Enpire State;
and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr., of
Manhat t an, New York, a 22-term New York State
Assenbl yman, di ed on Saturday, My 26, 2018, at

t he age of 86; and
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"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
known by all as Denny, was born in Manhattan on
February 4, 1932, to Herman Farrell, Sr. and
Anmy d adys Paterson; the couple owned Farel
Frocks, a manufacturer where the father and son
duo designed cocktail dresses; and

"WHEREAS, After graduating from
CGeorge Washi ngton H gh School in upper
Manhattan, Herman D. Farrell, Jr., went on to
take cl asses at New York University; and

"WHEREAS, Prior to holding elected
office, Herman D. Farrell, Jr., worked in the
Washi ngton Hei ghts office of Mayor John V.

Li ndsay before serving as the confidential aide
to a State Suprene Court justice; and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
won his first election in 1970, becomng a
Denocratic State Comm tteenan for two years;
three years later, he was el ected as a Denocratic
District Leader; and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr. was
first elected to the New York State Assenbly in
1974, to represent the 71st Assenbly District,
whi ch enconpassed West Harl em Washi ngton Hei ghts

and | nwood; in 1979, he becane the chair of the
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Assenbly Banks Conmittee; and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
chanpi oned many critical and | andmark pieces of
| egislation during his tinme in the Assenbly, with
one of his first victories being the passage of
t he Nei ghbor hood Preservati on Conpani es Act,
which allowed the state to fund community groups
dedi cated to fighting housi ng abandonnent and
provi di ng tenant advocacy; and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
al so proudly sponsored the Omi bus Consuner
Protection and Banki ng Legislation Act, which
i ncl uded | andmar k protections for consumers in
the auto |l easing industry, established a
toll-free line to the New York Banki ng Depart nent
t hat provided consuners with free information on
credit card interest rates, fees, and grace
peri ods, and required banks to provide | ow cost
Iifeline checking accounts while barring
di scrim nati on based on residency when opening a
bank account; and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
sponsored | egislation that effectuated changes to
state banking | aws that woul d becone nodel s for

federal |egislation, including check-clearing
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| egi sl ati on which requires banks to clear checks
in a shorter time frame and notify depositors on
how long it takes to cash checks, and | egislation
to require banks to disclose interest rates and
ot her inportant information in clear,
easy-to-read, concise chart formin all mail
solicitations; and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
was al so responsible for |laws conbating redlining
by requiring stricter enforcenent provisions of
the Community Rei nvestnment Act and | egislation
t hat noni tored bank branch cl osi ngs; and

"WHEREAS, | n 1994, Herman D
Farrell, Jr., was naned the chair of the Ways
and Means Conmittee, a position he would hold
until his retirenment in 2017; he also held a
nunber of other positions in the Assenbly,
i ncl udi ng menber of the Black and Puerto Ri can
Legi sl ative Caucus, the New York State Assenbly
Puerto Ri can/ Hi spani ¢ Task Force, and the
American Irish Legislators Society of New York
and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
al so hel d nunerous positions in the Denocratic

Party in New York and nationally; in 1981, he was
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el ected the county | eader of the New York County
Denocratic Conmittee, a post he held until 2009;
in 1983, he was elected as the vice chair of the
New York State Denocratic Party, a position he
held until 2002, when he was made the chair of
the State Denocratic Party, a position he held
until 2006; and in 1988, he was elected to the
Denocratic National Commttee and was a nenber of
the El ectoral College multiple tinmes; and

"WHEREAS, During his |ong and
di stingui shed career with the New York State
Assenbly and the Denocratic Party, Herman D
Farrell, Jr., advocated for many inportant causes
and the adequate funding of inportant soci al
prograns; and

"WHEREAS, Upon the occasion of his
retirenment in 2017, the New York State
Legi slature saw fit to honor Herman D. Farrell,
Jr. by renam ng Riverbank State Park al ong the
west side of Manhattan as the Denny Farrel
Ri verbank State Park, for his vital work in
securing funding for the construction of the
par k; and

"WHEREAS, Herman D. Farrell, Jr., is

survived by his partner, Barbara Kl ar, and three
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children, Herman |11, Monique Farrell-Quidry, and
Sophia Ilene Farrell, as well as two
grandchi l dren, Sinmone Adel e Guidry and Madel ei ne
Jones-Farrel |; and

"WHEREAS, Every citizen in New York
State has nost certainly benefited, in one way or
anot her, fromthe deep dedication, intelligence
and comm tnent that Assenbl yman Her man D.
Farrell, Jr., brought to his work as a
| egislator, loyal friend, and trusted advisor; he
will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the
grateful tribute of this Legislative Body; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to cel ebrate the
life and distinguished career of forner
Assenbl yman Herman D. Farrell, Jr., and to offer
its sincere condolences to his famly; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the famly of Herman D. Farrell, Jr."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
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M. President.

You know, as | listened to the
readi ng and the description of the resolution of
Assenbl yman Farrell, it's great. It's great,
it's got significant detail, but frankly it just
doesn't do justice to the person that |I knew for
a very long period of tine.

And we can tal k about his
| egi sl ative acconplishnents, anongs t other
t hings, but | think back -- when | first got
el ected, Assenblyman Farrell had served with ny
father in the State Assenbly, and even as a young
man, he was very gracious to ne.

And | know | had a | eg up because |
had succeeded ny father, but Denny was cut froma
different cloth -- pun intended, because he was
very natty, always perfectly dressed. Being |ong
and | ean, you know, he was one of the guys who
coul d always button his jacket, which a | ot of
peopl e can't al ways do.

But | remenber certain things about
him-- Senator LaValle and | were just kibitzing
alittle bit -- the convertible. How nany tines
di d everybody see that convertible in the parking

lot? Al right, Denny's here. Right?
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He just was a gentleman of the
hi ghest order. M nother | oved him |oved him
She al ways woul d ask nme "How i s Assenbl yman
Farrel | ?"

He was tinel ess, he was agel ess.
Right? | mean, he was 86 when he passed away,
but for many, many, nany years the only
di fference between the old pictures and the new
pi ctures was the ponytail.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Right? |
remenber | ooking at those pictures and thinking,
Ch, ny gosh, could you i magi ne what he nmust have
been like in his twenties, in his thirties, even
in his forties, fifties and sixties?

| renmenber all his trips to Janai ca,
how he conported hinself

And the last four years that I
served in the Assenbly, | was the ranking
Republ i can on the Ways and Means Conmittee and
sat through many, nmany hearings wi th Chairnman
Farrell. 1 also had many, many debates with
Assenbl yman Farrell, and had many committee
neetings as well.

Al ways professional, always
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courteous. And | felt special as a coll eague and
as -- | was his friend. And | consider nyself
very lucky to be able to say that even now.

Now, Assenblyman Farrell was snooth
as silk, he really was. And he al ways renenbered
one thing over everything else. He would say to
me: "Just remenber, no matter how well you
speak, no matter how hard you argue, no natter
how good you may think you are, | have the
votes."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: He also told ne
one other very inportant thing, which will be
real to a lot of people in this room | renenber
debating himon what was then the Assenbly's
one- house budget resolution, and he openly said
on the floor in the Assenbly, "Just renenber,
this is Albany. Two and two does not have to
equal four."

So | renenber those kinds of things.
But, you know, at the hearings -- Senator Young,
Senat or Krueger, Senator DeFrancisco could attest
tothis -- it could get a little tedious. Right?
So he would make his little phone calls, he would

have his lunch. But one of the things | renmenber
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was he nmust have, during these fiscal hearings,
eaten about 75,000 Tic-Tacs. That was one of the
ways that he kept hinself vibrant throughout that
process.

But, you know, we've lost a really
stellar | eader here in the State of New York
And when the CGovernor had called ne about the
| egi slation that involved renam ng R verbank
State Park after Assenblyman Farrell, it was |ike
a no-brainer, so easy. Just show ne the buck
slip. Let me sponsor, let ne be part of that
| egi sl ation.

So for anyone who nay be |i stening,
i ncludi ng our guests in the gallery, you can hear
all about things in a resolution. Denny Farrel
was a good human being. He was a
di ed-i n-t he-wool Denocrat, | don't want to ever
overl ook that, and he was very political when he
needed to be. But he knew how to treat people
correctly, with fairness and dignity and respect,
and for that he will always have nmy admration
even in his passing.

M. President, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

St ewar t - Cousi ns.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3061

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

And | just want to join Senator
Fl anagan and all my colleagues in really honoring
the nenory of Herman "Denny" Farrell.

| am happy that we collectively as a
Legi slature gave himhis flowers -- as they would
say, his props -- while he was still able to
enj oy having a park named for him Most of us
don't expect it, |I'msure Denny would not have
expected it or even wanted it.

But the reality was and is that he
was always a class act. He was al ways t hat
person that no matter how | ong, how tedi ous, how
heat ed, he woul d al ways remai n cool, calmand
col | ect ed.

He was natty, as Senator Fl anagan
said. And | renmenber tal king to himabout that,
and he told ne that his father was a tailor. And
he | earned how to sew from his dad, sonething
that he continued on into the nmajority of his
life. He would change his collars, he would
change his cuffs, because that's just how he
rolled. He had the nonograns.

He was al ways a person who had a
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vision of pride for hinself, for the bel oved
community that he represented, and for the
opportunity that he's had or he had for al nost
50 years to be a voice, a conpass, and soneone
who paid the utnost attention to everything and
everyone.

So I, like so many, will m ss Denny
Farrell. 1'mso proud of what he did not only
for the conmmunity but for our party, but
certainly for the legacy that he left for all of
us to follow.

So agai n, my condol ences to the
famly. And may he rest in peace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

It is ny honor to rise and renenber
our coll eague, Assenbl yman Denny Farrell.

And | first got to know Assenbl yman
Farrell back in the Assenbly days when he was
chair of the Banks Conmttee. And when he becane
chair of the Ways and Means Committee, we
actually interfaced even nore. And | feel very

fortunate to have chaired the Finance Conmittee
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and to have spent many, many hours next to
Assenbl yman Farrell as we conducted the budget
heari ngs.

And you really get to know someone
when you spend that nmuch tinme together. And what
really stands out are a couple of things. First
of all, just his service to the people of
New York -- his tenacity, his dedication. Being
in any hearing for a long period of tine can be
very difficult. And when you think about those
budget hearings, sonetines they go on for 12, 14,
15, even 16 hours. Assenblyman Farrell was there
during all that tinme, spending time |istening
very carefully to the speakers.

And what | really becane aware of
and what | truly appreciate about Denny is the
fact that he was so focused on not only doing the
peopl e's business, but also on his famly life.
And he would often say to ne, in very gl ow ng
ternms, you know, My daughter Sophia has been up
to this or that. He would share those stories
with ne.

And oftenti mes when he wanted to
| eave, he would say, |'ve got to get home to ny

famly, |'ve got to get home to ny daughter. And
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| think that really is something that makes
Assenbl yman Farrell very, very special, because
he bal anced both his work life and his famly
life. And oftentinmes when he did take a cal
during a budget hearing, it was so he could talk
to his daughter.

So | feel very fortunate to have
been able to spend so nmuch tine with him to
learn to get to know himeven better. Even
t hough 1've known himfor 20 years, | think that
getting to know himthrough the budget hearings
was sonet hing that was enriching to ne.

W are very fortunate to have such
devoted public servants such as Assenbl yman
Farrell, sonebody who has devoted so much of his
life to serve the people of New York. And
whet her we agreed on everything or not -- and we
certainly didn't agree on everything -- |
certainly respect his service, | amgrateful for
his service, and | think that we all should take
a nonment and really think about what he was able
to acconplish on behalf of the peopl e of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Benj am n.
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SENATOR BENJAM N: Thank you.

It's odd to nme, because | cannot
bel i eve Senator Flanagan stole ny speech.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BENJAM N: | mean, it's a
real testament to who Denny Farrell was that no
matter where you sit across the aisle, you have
t he sane opinions of him

He was a man who was i npeccably
dressed. He was a family man. He was a really
good man. And he al so was an honest man. Denny
Farrell, when he told you he was going to do
somet hing, he nost definitely did it. Wthout
guestion. He was sonmeone who would sit down and
say, on Monday, "lI'mgoing to support you." And
a couple of weeks later it mght not be so
advant ageous at that point, but if he said it on
Monday, you can take it to the bank.

Just soneone who was honest and has
integrity and was soneone who | got to neet |ater
in his life. Because when | becane chair of our
comunity board, he started to neet with ne and
encouraged nme to get involved politically and run

for office one day.

And he said: Whatever you do, nake
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sure that you present yourself well, you dress
wel |, you understand that you are representing
nore than yourself; you are representing peopl e
who have el ected you to serve on their behal f.

And when | hear Senator Flanagan and
| heard Senat or Young and | hear Senator
Stewart-Cousins all saying the sane things about
this great man, it gives nme pride. It gives ne
hope in our governnent. It gives ne hope in our
politics that even if I'ma Denocrat or you're a
a Republican or you' re an independent or whatever
you are, if you' re a good person, if you' re an
honest person, you're a decent person, everyone
will recognize that. And when you're not here,
they will all speak about that.

And so |'m honored to be a part of
this body and I'm honored to have known
Assenbl yman Denny Farrell, who was a good nan.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Al cant ar a.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to honor the life of

Assenbl yman Denny Farrell.
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Denny Farrell lived in nmy district
for over 40 years -- | think all of his adult
life lived in the sane building on R verside
Drive and 158th Street.

| renmenber seeing himat the
Community Board 9 and 12 with his young daughter,
Sophia. And | renenber, |ike everyone said, that
he was always el egantly dressed and very
pl easant .

For over 40 years, Denny Farrel
wor ked on behal f of the people of the State of
New York, and he did that with a lot of dignity.
Li ke nmy col | eague Senator Brian Benjanin said,
they don't make them|i ke himanynore. He was a
man of his word.

And | amglad that we are sitting
here with people on both sides of the aisle
tal ki ng about the acconplishnents and
contributions that he made. | want to wi sh ny
condol ences to the people of the 74th Assenbly
District and to his famly and the residents of
Har | em

And t hank you, Leader Flanagan and
our | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing

this resolution today.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

| do feel it is appropriate that we
all take sonme tine out to renmenber Denny Farrell
what he did for the state and who he was as a
man.

And many stories have now been told
already. I1'd like to tell nmy story, when | first
won election in Manhattan to join the New York
State Senate, and | went to have a neeting with
Denny Farrell in his hat as the Manhattan County
chair for the Denocratic Party.

And he said: "I just have three
things | tell people when they get into politics
from Manhattan. One, we don't get in trouble in
Manhattan. But |'ve al ready checked into you,
and that won't be a problem

"Two, politics in New York State is
pl aying a sport on a hard wood floor with no
paddi ng. So you've |earned sonme of that, but
you'll learn nore of that." Boy, was he right

about that.
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And three, he said, "And |I'm not the
ki nd of boss that gives orders, because you're
al | goddamm i ndependents here in Manhattan and no
one woul d take an order anyway, so | think we're
going to get along just fine."

And in fact that was the begi nning
of a relationship where we did get al ong just
fine.

And | proudly sat through endl ess
budget hearings, year in, year out, |earning from
Denny Farrell, listening to how he approached
peopl e and issues. W worked together on housing
i ssues at honme and endl ess issues up here.

Yes, he was obsessed with his car,
and -- or his cars. And one day | had a | oaner
car that | drove up to Albany with, which was a
convertible. | wouldn't have even known how to
take the top down anyway, but | drove into the
garage. Denny drives up in his car next to mne
and says, "lI'mthe only one who gets a
convertible up here, Senator Krueger."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: | assured himit

was just a | oaner, he would never see ne in that

car agai n.
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But he was a nman of great passion
and a great understandi ng of the conplicated
politics of the late 20th and 21st century. So
many of us knew himup here for what he did and
what he was, but people who are from New York
City also know his history as a true lion of a
great -- it's not really history, but the great
novement of African-American elected officials
com ng up through the ranks, particularly in
Manhattan and Harl em now of course expandi ng
much nore broadly.

But for people who lived through
these tines and renmenber the roles that Denny
Farrell played in so many different fights and
i ssues here in Al bany and down honme in New York
City, it's hard to believe that anyone w ||
forget himand what he did for New York State.

So | amdelighted to sinply rise in
a small noment of tribute to him

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank the | eaders for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3071

giving us all a nonent to reflect on a great nman,
Assenbl yman Denny Farrell.

|"mgoing to speak froma different
perspective. | net Assenblyman Farrell back in
1988, in the Jesse Jackson canpai gn, when | was
still a young pup just starting out -- | was
young at one point --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: -- when | was a
young pup just starting out, an aide to Gty
Counci | menber Archie Spigner at that time, and
got an opportunity to go to Harlemto neet the
kings of Harlem to neet Charlie Rangel and
David D nkins and, you know, Basil Paterson and
all these Kkings.

And | have to say that all of them
treated ne as a person to be nurtured. They
didn't | ook down on nme, they didn't use their
power to rail over you. They all nurtured you,
but especially Denny. He would treat you as a
confidant the first time he met you. He would
| et you know that you should be interested in
government, you should do the things necessary,
you shoul d | ook good. | have never gotten to his

| evel of style; | don't think | ever will.
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But, you know, he was truly a man's
man. He was soneone that nurtured so nany young
peopl e, that got people involved in politics and
government, that hel ped so nmany people in their
careers, that gave people an opportunity to
understand that governnment was actually an
i ndi vi dual opportunity for people to do better.

He never lauded all of his titles or
anything. He would just cone to you as an
i ndi vi dual, give you that encouragenent, l|let you
know t hat you can continue to do well as long as
you focused on doing the work, being
partici patory and being a person that you could
count on.

| just wanted to rise and
acknow edge that for all of the staff people that
he encountered, for all of the young people that
he hel ped, for all of his people that are
nmourni ng his death, because he was truly a man's
man.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.
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| would Iike to first thank the
| eaders of the house, Senator Stewart-Cousins and
Senat or Fl anagan, for bringing this resolution to
the floor to honor a great man, Assenbl ynenber
Denny Farrell.

In 2004 | began ny career in
government as an intern in the New York State
Assenbly. And as -- Senator Conrie kind of stole
nmy thunder, but Denny Farrell treated everybody
the sane, fromintern to nessenger to nmenber. He
treated themwi th the sanme respect, whether a
21-year-old intern or a 35-year-old nenber
Consi st ency.

He was di pl omatic, accommobdati ng,
and al ways encouragi ng, especially to younger
menbers. Anytinme | would see himin the hallways
of this cavernous buil ding, he would al ways make
it his point to say, How are you doing? How are
t hi ngs going? Keep the faith. Push on forward.

And to sonebody who is an
institution in New York politics, if you're
paying attention -- and all of us are -- his
reputation certainly preceded itself. And to
have sonebody with that stature, that cachet,

that | egend to be able to speak to ne, as a
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freshman menber, | was honored.

And as everybody said, he was the
sharpest one in the building. Sorry, Kevin. You
know, he certainly had presence. He was
noti ceable. And he was sonebody who you coul d
| ook up to and not worry about himletting you
down.

He was a man of his word. And as
Senat or Young alluded to, his mastery of subjects
during the budget hearings was nothing short of
awe-inspiring. Sitting through ny first
iteration of that |ast year, it was amazi ng how
much stam na he had and how he was so quickly
able to rifle off statistics fromthe --
seemingly fromhis hip, wthout |ooking down at
t he paper.

He was sonebody who was not just an
incredible figure for African-Anericans, but he
shoul d serve as a beacon of |ight and hope for
anybody in this state that is |ooking to enbark
upon a career in governnent, that you can do
government the right way. And as everybody's
said on both sides of the aisle, we can be -- we
can di sagree w thout being di sagreeable. W can

di sagree on the substance and the nerits of
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sonmet hing but, after the fact, have a
conversation |later.

Denny Farrell was sonebody who we
will all mss. He was a legend. And | was happy
to have been able to serve with himfor such a
brief tine.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

There are few people that create the
kind of unity in the Capitol where you see
Assenbly and Senate, Denocrats and Republi cans,
refornmers and regulars all singing his or her
prai ses. But Denny Farrell is one such person.

| have known Denny for over two
decades, back when | was an attorney for the
State Assenbly and he was a nenber, and then as a
young nenber of the Assenbly nysel f, where |
served with Leader Flanagan, where we first
established our friendship. W were both people
who | ooked up to Denny and watched the nastery
wi th which he woul d engage in debates in the

State Assenbly.
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| also had the privil ege of
representing his partner -- at the time, his
girlfriend -- Barbara, as a constituent of m ne.
And | learned that she had that status the hard
way, because | was having a town hall at a co-op
devel opnent in ny district about a recently
passed budget -- | was a young Assenbl yman at the
time -- and the door opens up and, | o and behol d,
t he chairman of the Ways and Means Conmittee
wal ks in and sits down in the audience and starts
aski ng me questions about it.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: It was very
intimdating, | can assure you. But thankfully
it was Denny, because he actually hel ped ne
answer the questions as opposed to just grilling
ne.

And of course he did go on to play a
great nmentoring role for ne in the Assenbly.

When he was the chair of the State Denopcratic
Party, he had nme serve as his finance chair
during the 2006 cycle -- which, if | may get a
little partisan, was the first tinme in his |atest
streak that Denobcrats won every single statew de

el ection. And so part of his |egacy of success

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3077

will be not only governnmental but political.

And he will be sorely mssed. And |
hope the | egacy he's left behind and the warm
feelings that exist for himin this building
provi de sonme solace to his famly at this tine.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. President.

| wish we had nore people |ike Denny
Farrell in state governnent.

| renmenber before | canme to Al bany,
as a county legislator, we would disagree with
Republ i cans and Denocrats and afterwards we woul d
go to a bar and have a drink and | augh together.

And when | first net Denny was in
the Assenbly. | was the ranker of Banking, and
he was the chairman. And before the Banking
Commttee nmet, | would go see himin his office.
|'d say, Denny, you know, a little problemwth
this bill, this bill -- no problem we'll work it
out .

But | want to talk a little bit

about the human side of Denny Farrell. He had a
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great sense of hunmor. | don't think he took

hi msel f seriously, but he took his work very
seriously. And when we chaired -- ranker,

chai rman -- in Banking, we had a chance to go al
around the United States and talk to bankers from
New York at exotic places in the United States.

So | renenber in West Virginia, at
Greenbrier, Denny sitting by hinmself on a couch.
And I"'mwith ny bride. And | see he's the only
African-Anmerican there. There's about 3500 white
people. So | go sit next to Denny, with ny
bride, and | say, "Denny, does it bother you? Do
you feel unconfortable here?" And he |aughed and
he said, "No way." He was so confortable in his
own ski n.

But the other thing I want to share
wi th you about Denny, we used to have things in
the western part of the United States --
California, Arizona. And when it was over, the
three nights and the four days, |'d say, "Denny,
what flight are you taking?' "No, |I'mdriving."
He had a converti bl e.

Well, | said, "Who's going with
wp

you?" m goi ng by nyself." | said, "Denny,

come on now, that's a long trip. You know,
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you' ve got to be careful when you drive and all."

That son of a gun beat ne hone --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BONACI C: -- and | had an
ai rplane flight back

But he loved to drive. He nmust have
driven like -- I'"mnot exaggerating -- 18 hours a
day. And it nmust -- it was probably his peace
and quiet and his nmeditation. He |oved the
vehicle, and he |loved to drive.

But | would say, in conclusion, he
was not a man that polarized. He was a man that
could talk to kings and could talk to janitors in
t he sane way, as has been touched on by people in
this room And it was interesting to hear, when
you spoke about Denny, | could see there was a
smle on your face, there was a gleamin your eye
for the appreciation of the quality of the nman.
And that's what | mss the nost. And the fact
that he was bipartisan, never polarized.

OCh, getting back to the

West Virginia story, | told himl had a son in

| aw school . You know what he said? He said:
"When he graduates, | can give hima job with
Morgenthau's office.” | alnost fell off the
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couch, because | didn't know Denny that well.
But he neant every word that he said. And |
never forgot that, 28 years |later.

So, Denny, may you rest in peace.
And our condol ences to the famly.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Boyl e.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,

M. President. | rise in support of the
resol ution.

It was a true honor to serve with
Denny in the Assenbly for nmany years, including
as a nenber of the Ways and Means Conmitt ee.

As was touched upon, a true
gentleman with a great sense of hunor. Two quick
stories that always sumed up Denny to ne. | was
a Denny fan for nany years.

You know, Denny, when he was a
| i beral Denocratic Assenbl yman and chai rman of
t he Manhattan Denocratic Commttee, came up to
CPAC, the Conservative Party convention they have
up here, and debated in front of 200
conservatives. And when | saw Denny's nane on

the agenda, | was |like, wow, he's got guts.
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He was so good explaining his
position with good hunor and good nature that
Denny received a standi ng ovati on when the debate
was over froma group of people who probably
didn't agree with himon one of those issues that
he debat ed.

Al so, Denny's honesty has been
t ouched upon. | renenber one night, one of those
| ong budget nights, we had passed legislation to
i ncrease taxes which was going to end on
Decenber 31st, so we had a special session in the
m ddl e of Decenber -- which we weren't supposed
to cone back for -- to |lower the tax but raise it
nore than it would have been if it had expired,
but not as nuch as it was.

So the Denbcrats were saying it's a

tax decrease. The Republican ranker on Ways and

Means: "This is a tax increase. |If we waited
three weeks, it would be a tax increase.” He
said, "If we waited three weeks, it would be a
tax increase." So Denny turned around and said,

"You're right. That's why we're here tonight."
Rest in peace, Denny.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or

Tedi sco.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
M. President.

| ook around the roomand | see
some of ny col |l eagues who served in the Assenbly
and served with ne and Denny in the Assenbly.

But | think, as the Assenbl yman who served with
Denny and the mnority |eader at one tinme over
there, | believe in this room| probably served
the longest with Denny in the New York State
Assenbly. There nay be one or two of you,

don't know.

But | found, after interacting with
Denny all those years, that no matter what
affiliation you were, it was just hard not to
i ke Denny Farrell.

And | can renmenber -- and | think
you get a little bit of the flavor of what
happens in the New York State Assenbly. W went
over there |last week to talk about the AG And
it's kind of Iike a food fight every day every
day. A little bit nore staid here in the Senate.

And we used to punmel Denny, as the
Ways and Means | eader on the floor, with question
after question after -- M. Ganaris knows; he

was over there. And we'd go after himand give
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hi m some tough and wild questions.

And Denny had unbel i evabl e patience
and ki ndness and understandi ng. He never cane
back at us. And we used to conme at himvery,
very hard. | mean, we only had 43 nenbers. You
know, we'd pull the pin and we'd throw it and see
how much it blew up on the other side. You know.

And what | found himto be -- and |
t hi nk Senat or Bonacic nmentioned it -- very
hunmorous. He used to use hunor to disarmus, a
tremendous wit. And he had an unbelievable
command of the facts of billion-dollar budgets.

And when he didn't have a conmmand of
the facts, he'd | ean over to the counsel next to
him and he'd be talking. And they didn't have
t he answer sonetines, so he'd conme back and then
he'd just make up the facts and give us an
answer. And we'd giggle alittle bit, and we'd
just go on to the next question. Because he
knew, as the | eader said, it was always going to
pass. They had the nunbers over there.

But one fact about Denny can never
be denied. He was an unbelievabl e public
servant, an unbelievabl e representative, and he

| eft an unbelievabl e | egacy there.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3084

And in all the tine that | can
remenber, we used to have tremendous chats
together and just talk together -- every tine we
went at himwth a difficult question, and sone
guys were a little bit rude, never, never did he
come back with an answer that was going after
sonmebody or trying to personally attack sonebody.
Al ways had a sense of just let it roll off his
back -- we're going to get this done, we have the
nunbers, so let ne just answer the questions and
do the best | can.

And he really illustrated the
collegiality that I think the Senator was talking
about, with all of us who didn't make it easy for
himall the tinme, because that's the only thing
we could do when we had those | ow nunbers over
t here.

But he's sonebody that wll be
remenbered, is going to be a part of this, as |
said, this legislative body here that | eaves a
great |egacy.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kam nsky.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,
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M. President.

| had the good fortune of serving
with Denny in the Assenbly. And the phrase that
cones to mnd when | think of himis old school.
And there's a really interesting story that
really solidified it for ne.

| was driving in ny district over
the Atlantic Beach Bridge to go down to the
coastal part of ny district, and there are two
| anes. There's the | ane for the people that
don't know the area that have to actually pay $2
in cash, and then there's the |lane for everyone
el se, who has a pass.

And it was a June day, and it was a
weekend, and it started to pour. And as |I'm
goi ng through, | see Denny sitting in his
convertible in the cash |l ane just getting soaked.
And he's just sitting there without a care in the
worl d, just getting soaked.

And by the tine | realized who it
was, | was already through the toll and on the
other side. And so when | saw himin the
Assenbly on Monday, | said, "Denny, what were you
goi ng? \What was goi ng on?"

He goes, you know, "The lady |I'm
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wi th has a beach club down there, we |ove going,
|"'mthere every weekend.” | go, "You're there
every weekend? Wiy are you in the cash | ane?”

He goes, "Son, you think |I'm going
to Il et the governnent know where | amw th one of
t hese devices? There's no way."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KAM NSKY: He goes, "You
were a prosecutor, right?" | go, "Yeah." He
goes, "Did you ever try to find out where soneone
was, using E-ZPass?" | go, "I did." He goes, "I
don't own one."

And he goes, "You ever heard of
taking the Taconic to Al bany?" | go "Yeah." He
goes, "That's the only route | take."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KAM NSKY: And he basically

said, "Wien | want the governnent to know where |

am | will let themknow " He goes, "You want to
find me? 1'Il be on the floor in Al bany voting
during session. |If not, it's nobody's business
at all."

And | -- | just -- he didn't make

any bones about it. That was Denny.

And when | got to serve with himin
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the Assenbly, the best thing he taught ne was to
cal mdown and chill out. Denny would say to ne,
"Son, it's Albany, it's not going to go the way
you think. This too shall pass. It's all good."
He had one of those phrases for nme every tinme he
t hought ny head woul d expl ode.

And with all the different people
there, the fact that he would kind of notice that
and come up to nme and say that was al ways great.

Al the rest has been said. A true
gentleman, a real public servant. |'mglad we
get to honor his nmenory today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Is there
any ot her nenber that w shes to be heard on the
resol uti on?

Senat or DeFranci sco will close.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.

Just about everything's been said,
but I just wanted to nmention two things.

The one thing that wasn't really
enphasi zed was Denny Farrell's patience. Wen
was chair of the Finance Conmttee for severa
years, we would sit together and |listen to people

say the sane thing over and over again and,
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despite the fact that they were pleading for us
to do sonething, would read a canned speech. And
it would go on and on and on. Never did | hear

hi m conplain. Never. Never.

Now, he did other things. He ate a
ot of stuff. But ny favorite was when he
brought his wallet out, which was about this big
(indicating), and he cleaned it out periodically.
And he had tickets in there -- | don't nean
parking tickets, | mean tickets for this event or
this lottery or this or that. And he woul d make
a mess. He would be ripping themall up, putting
themin piles, put themover here, and organize
it like it was his filing cabinet.

But he was able to keep his patience

by -- his intellect, which was incredible, after
he'd do this stuff, he'd ask a question. | don't
know -- | didn't think he was paying attention to

anything. He'd ask a question, and he woul d get
t he answer and be very cordial to the individual.
But the nost inportant thing is
rarely in this day and age, whether it's here in
this body or on the street with people you know
wel |, do you see an individual where if soneone

told you sonet hing and shook your hand, you
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didn't need anything in witing, you didn't need

anything to verify that he would do it or to nake
certain he would do that thing. H's word was his
bond.

And that's sonething that we all
shoul d | ook up to and we all should copy as much
as we possibly can. He was truly a good nman.

And |I'mvery sorry of his death, very sorry that
he's not here giving us nore | essons for a |onger
period of tine.

So with that said, Denny, rest in
peace. And we're all going to mss you, there's
no question about it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. On this
resol ution, all nenbers of the house will be
| isted as cosponsors unl ess ot herw se not ed.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is adopt ed.

| ask all present to please rise in
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a nonent of silent reflection and tribute to
Assenbl yman Denny Farrell. May he rest in peace.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age rose and
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Next | just
want to give everyone a reninder that follow ng
session there will be a Codes Conmittee neeting
i mredi ately foll owi ng session in Room 124, and a
Hi gher Ed Committee neeting i mrediately follow ng
session in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Upon
concl usi on of session, there will be Hi gher Ed in
332 and Codes in 124.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Any further
busi ness?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. There is
no further business. The cal endar has been | aid
asi de for the day.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; I n that case,
| nove to adjourn until Thursday, May 31st, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
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notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Thur sday, May 31st, at 11:00 a.m

adj our ned.)

The Senate is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, at 5:42 p.m, the Senate
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