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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The Senate
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of All egiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : In the
absence of clergy, | ask today that we renenber
the four menbers of the New York State Ar
Nat i onal Guard Rescue Wng who perished in Iraq
in a helicopter crash and, in addition, their two
conrades fromthe 308th Rescue Squadron in
Florida: Captain Andreas O Keeffe, of Center
Mori ches, New York; Captain Christopher Zanetis,
of Long Island City, New York; Master Sergeant
Chri st opher Raguso, of Commack, New York; and
Staff Sergeant Dashan Briggs, of Port Jefferson
Station, New York.

They woul d want al so to be
remenbered with their conrades fromFlorida
Mast er Sergeant WIIliam Posch, of Indialantic,
Florida, and Staff Sergeant Carl P. Enis, of
Tal | ahassee, Fl ori da.

The m ssion statenent of the 106th
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Rescue Wng is "That others may live." And the
menbers who were killed in that helicopter crash
died precisely for that, that others may live.
We pay tribute with this nonment of silence to
their courage, their selflessness, and sacrifice
that they have made for the United States of
America and our way of Ilife.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 18th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
March 17th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from

state officers.
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Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d you
pl ease recogni ze Senator Val esky, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Avella, | nove
that Senate Bill 6617A be discharged fromits
respective commttee and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : So
or der ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Whul d you now
recogni ze Senator G anaris, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Rivera, on
page 27 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 368, Senate 169A, and ask that said bill

retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : So
or der ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse ne,
|"mvery busy. |I'mtrying to plug in something.

Ckay, great. Thank you.

Coul d we now take up the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
247, by Senator Amedore, Senate Print 898, an act
to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Pl ease | ay
the bill aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
251, by Senator Akshar, Senate Print 6544A, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,
M. President, for your indulgence. | appreciate
it very much

Many of you have heard nme say this
many tines in the past, and | believe it as |
stand here today, that | think the heroin
epidemic is the single greatest health crisis
that we are currently facing in our time. No
matter where you are across this state,
comunities are being ravaged by this epidem c.

And one thing that we have heard
over and over in our travels on the Senate's Task
Force on Heroin and Opioid Addiction is that
peopl e who are desperately attenpting to get into
treatment are bei ng taken advantage of. Think
about this. Thousands of people across this
great state are trying to get thenselves into
treatnment, but yet there is a portion of society
who is trying to prey upon them

And this predatory practice, quite

frankly, capitalizes on and exploits famlies,
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i ke Mark and N cole Peet and their son Zack and
everything that they have been through. It
capitalizes on and exploits people while they are
trying to get into treatment. And quite frankly,
it puts patients at risk of receiving

i nappropriate treatnment.

So today's legislation makes it a
crime for people who are intentionally preying on
t hose who are seeking treatnment. And | woul d say
this, that if there's any issue that this house
or the other house has noved forward on in a
bi partisan fashion, it's just this. It's dealing
with the heroin and the opioid crisis.

So | would respectfully offer to al
of ny coll eagues here, regardl ess of our
politics, regardl ess of what side of the aisle we
sit on, whether you' re from Brooklyn, from
Bi nghanton or fromBuffalo, this is a piece of
| egislation that we can all agree upon. And |I'm
urgi ng and encouragi ng everybody in this house to
vote yes.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Akshar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the result.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
352, by Senator Little, Senate Print 2253B, an
act to anend the Private Housing Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
379, by Senator Little, Senate Print 7439A, an
act to authorize.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, by Senat or Robach, Senate Print 7549, an act
aut hori zi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
530, by Senator Hannon, Senate Print 6358, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
590, by Senator Val esky, Senate Print 6967, an
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act to anend the Not-For-Profit Corporation Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
604, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 1149, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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608, by Senator Carlucci, Senate Print 6832A, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank ny col |l eagues for
supporting this inmportant |egislation.

This is Bryan Johnson's Law. And
this is naned after Bryan Johnson, who was a rea

| eader in our community and unfortunately was

taken fromus -- it will be six years this
June -- when he was killed in a tragic boating
acci dent.

And this really shook our conmunity
in Gssining. And his nother Sheila and his
gr andnot her Thomasina | worked with over the past

few years to say we've got to turn this
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tragedy -- turn it around and nake sure that nore
i nnocent people don't have to die.

Unfortunately, we realized that we
were lagging in so nmany issues dealing with
common sense when it cones to boater safety. In
2013, we worked to pass legislation that would
requi re basic boater safety education before you
got into a boat.

And this legislation that we're
wor ki ng on right here, we're passing today, would
all ow for a judge, when they're sentencing
soneone for a DW, to consider a BW as well.

And the reason is because when a judge is
considering this, it doesn't matter what vehicle
you're driving, if it's a boat or if it's a

car -- the judge is | ooking at that pattern.

And we need to add sone conmon sense
to our legislation to make sure that we're
sendi ng a nessage that when you get on a boat,
that you don't |eave your commobn sense ashore.

So we're hopeful that this
| egislation will pass in the Assenbly as well and
really nmake sure that we renenber Bryan Johnson

Bryan Johnson had a real contagi ous

smle. And in fact, he worked at the Doubl etree
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in Tarrytown, New York, and if you go there,
you'll see a portrait of him And they have done
a scholarship in his nane. And part of the
requirenents is that you have a beautiful smle

And he really gave everything he had
when he was working or in the community. He was
sayi ng he was going to be the mayor. And
unfortunately, he died when he was 26 years ol d.

And we've seen that over the past
decade there's been over 200 fatalities in our
wat erways. And we have sone of the nost
beauti ful waterways in the nation, whether it's
t he Hudson River, the Finger Lakes, the
Great Lakes. W want to enjoy them It's a
$2 billion industry here in New York State. But
we need to nake sure that they' re safe.

So | want to thank ny col |l eagues for
supporting this legislation. | want to thank
Bryan Johnson's famly for staying on top of this
and working to make sure that we can take Bryan
and use himas an exanpl e of what good can
happen, and make sure that he didn't die in vain.

So thank you for supporting this
| egislation. M. President, I'll be voting in

the affirmati ve.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
611, by Senator Amedore, Senate Print 7741, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
617, by Senator Boyle, Senate Print 642, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

"1l be voting in the affirmative in
support of the bill, but I just wanted to go on
record that it is so inportant to understand that
this bill requires that the intent is to do harm
t o soneone.

Because we probably all know stories
of young people with caneras and various soci al
nmedi a accounts who sonetines send things about
t hensel ves or others that, frankly, if they
weren't teenagers they would realize was a stupid
thing to do, but was not done with intent or
mal i ce.

So | do support this bill, but I
think it's very inportant to highlight for people
that this bill would only apply a crim nal
statute if the intent was proven, and in

many of these cases | think we would find that
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that isn't the story with young people; they're
just not using enough conmopn sense in an age
where technol ogy lets all kinds of photos and
ot her exhibits get out there into the internet
worl d without anybody stoppi ng and thinking
first.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.
Senat or Montgonery recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
623, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 2627, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
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Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

This is a bill | amvoting against,
even though | understand the goal and intent of
t he sponsor.

But again, in contrast to the |ast
bill, where | explained why | could vote yes,
fear that in an era where we al ready see too nany
peopl e bei ng di scouraged or threatened from
com ng forward about things that have happened to
them particularly sexual attack and harassnent
and violence, that this bill, although | don't
believe it's the intent of the sponsor, would
translate into people being afraid of com ng
forward for fear that if for some reason they
weren't found to have the evidence in a court of
law, that they m ght be at risk of a penalty
agai nst them

So yes, of course there's the rare
scenari o where sonebody conmes forward with a
fal se accusation. The data and research shows
that the vast mpjority of the tinme people are
bei ng trut hful about what happened, but it

doesn't nean they're being heard or |istened to
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or can win their case.

So | think that this would have the
intent of potentially freezing people who have
been victims of crime fromgoing forward with
their accusations, which is why I'mvoting no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| concur with my coll eague Senat or
Krueger. This bill, although well-intentioned,
is a classic case of a solution in search of a
probl em

The statistics show that fal se
reporting in crines of sexual abuse is only about
2 to 6 percent of the cases, and there's really
no evidence that this is a problemin New York
The sponsor's meno refers, in fact, to the
i nfamous Duke University rape case, which was
over a decade ago, about 625 mles from New York
So this is not a New York probl em

And I'd also note, M. President,

that fewif any states actually have this kind of
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statute. In fact, New York has already a statute
for crimes of filing a false instrument, which is
only a m sdeneanor. This |egislation would make
fal sely accusing soneone of a crime a Cass E
felony, which is way too extrene, in nmy opinion.

And finally, | would al so say that
inthis era and this national conversation about
victinms' rights around the area of sexua
assault, we need to be doing nore to bring these
cases forward, not chilling victins from speaki ng
out about bei ng abused.

So | vote in the negative. Thank
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROC : Hol d on.
The Secretary will suspend.

Senat or Kami nsky to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you.

|"d like to address ny remarks to ny
col | eagues across the aisle. W're taking the

step today of making filing a false report an E
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felony. R ght nowif you sign on a corroborating
st at enent doi ng sonething knowingly false, it's
an A m sdeneanor. W're going to elevate it to a
f el ony.

But what's not a crime in New York,
but is a federal crine, is lying to an
i nvestigator who interviews you. So right now
the FBI knocks on your door, they say "You don't
have to talk to us, and it's a crime if you lie.
W'd like to ask you sonme questions,"” people
often talk to them People often nake false
statenents to them That's charged under
18 U S.C. 1001. It has been the basis for many
i mportant corruption investigations, white-collar
investigation and the like, in our state.

More often, however, it leads to
truthful information which hel ps investigations
get off the ground. |It's used constantly. It is
an excellent tool. And there's no reason not to
want to do it. You just have to tell the truth
or exercise your constitutional right. But you
don't have a right to lie.

So today we're saying if you sign a
pi ece of paper down at the police station and

it's false, you'll be charged. However, we have
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this inbal ance where if an investigator knocks on
your door and asks you a question, you can lie
right to that person's face with inpunity.

| have a bill that would make |vying
to a district attorney, a district attorney
i nvestigator or assistant district attorney a
crime. And that's sonething that we shoul d be
advancing if you want to get at corruption,
financial corruption, political corruption or
ot herwi se in our state.

It's weird that we have it
federally, we don't have it in our state.
New York should catch up. And | think it's
sonmet hing that hopefully this bill today can
bui | d upon.

| vote in the affirmative. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Kam nsky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 623, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Benjam n, G anaris, Hoyl man, Kavanagh,
Krueger, Montgonery, Parker and Sanders. Al so

Senat or Bail ey.
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Ayes, 50. Nays, 9.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.
Senat or DeFranci sco, that concl udes
t he readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d you

pl ease take up the controversial bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Very good.
The Secretary will ring the bell.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, by Senat or Robach, Senate Print 7549, an act
aut hori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Krueger, why do you rise?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | would like to
ask the sponsor a question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Wul d t he
sponsor be willing to yield for a question?

SENATOR ROBACH: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So the sponsor carries this bill and

t hen anot her bill which would exenpt those
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21 years old and over frombeing required to wear
hel mets whil e operating notorcycles. So given
that you have a bill that would exenpt people
from hel net wearing, what woul d be the purpose of
this bill's study?

SENATOR ROBACH: This bill, very

sinply, would really have notorcycl e usage,

hel mets studied -- | think they are sonewhat
related, but at the sanme tine separate -- to
determne -- right now | think the federa

standard says 12 miles an hour is what a hel net
has to be certified for to be |egal.

There's a question of if you have a
full-face helmet, how it mght hook on a curb, a
part of the vehicle in a collision, how people
could be safer, how-- and | do think there is a
correl ati on between wearing a hel met and not --
many people who ride, and I'ma rider, feel that
equally as inportant in a |l owinpact or a slow
crash, which nost of themaren't, you' re better
of f being able to hear and see all around you so
you avoid the collision altogether.

| would |ike sone nore information.
As the chair of Transportation, many bi ke riders

have asked nme to put this bill in to study what
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the efficiency is of the current federal statutes
on hel met usage.

And if | could be so bold, could I
ask Senator Krueger a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : WIIl the
menber yield for a question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Yes.

SENATOR ROBACH: What nodel Harl ey
do you ride, Senator Krueger?

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Thr ough
the chair, please, Senator.

SENATOR ROBACH: |'monly kidding.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, since according to the
research | stand about a 50 tines increased
chance of getting harned if | rode a notorcycle
versus not riding a notorcycle, | choose not to
ride notorcycles. Thank you.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Appreciate the

sponsor's answers, and I'mgoing to try to be
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conci se.

There is enornmous research done by
t he federal government, by the Hi ghway Safety
Institute, by the Insurance Institute for H ghway
Saf ety, by nedical researchers, by the CDC -- the
reports go on and on about the correl ation
bet ween riding notorcycles w thout hel nets versus
riding themw th hel nets.

And New York State is one of the
states in the country that requires a full hel et
for every rider of notorcycles. And | believe
that the research confirnms that's exactly where
we should be in New York State

So while I'm al ways open to the
possibilities we could cone up with better ways
to protect people when they're riding
not orcycles, | would be very disturbed if any
ki nd of study that was done by the state was done
to allow people to ride without full helnmets or
wi thout helnets at all, as some states have done.

Because the research shows us that
the likelihood of dying in a crash or doing
serious brain injury to oneself rises enornously
wi thout full helnmets; that the economic costs to

our healthcare systemrise dramatically with the
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ki nds of crashes that take place when you don't
wear full helnets; that notorcycles are already
responsi ble for a far greater percentage of the
acci dents by vehicle than cars or other kinds of
vehi cl es.

But happily, with hel mets you stand
a better chance of not killing yourself and not
doi ng enornous brain injury damage to yourself.

So frankly, | had endl ess research
to offer, but I know we have an inportant guest
with atrain to get on, so |'mjust going to be
clear: | don't think New York State should do
anyt hing to decrease the anmount of hel net
protection we offer to our people.

And | woul d encourage the sponsor to
read the nmany nedical research findings to
realize that we should be proud of the fact that
New York is one of the states that has this | aw
down correctly, and we shouldn't mess with it.

So | vote no, M. President. Thank

you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Robach
SENATOR ROBACH: Yeah, just very
qui ckly.
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Low inmpact -- | don't want to
bel abor the point either, though I will say to
you that Senator Krueger pointed out we're one of
the few states left that has a helnmet |law. And
in terms of deaths, there does not seemto be any
increase -- Florida, Texas, other states where
peopl e ride year-round, have year m | eage.

Even though this debate isn't about
this, this would be studying the facts of what
woul d be the safest helnmet and, if at all, you
really are in a quicker -- in a faster inpact in
terms of fatalities on the road. So | just point
t hat out.

Wil e there are studies that show at
| oner speeds it can be hel pful, when it cones to
fatalities, there really doesn't seemto be any
correl ation whatsoever. And | just wanted to add
that in, because that's also very inportant
factual information. And this would only be for
riders over 21, not junior riders.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Seei ng no
ot her menbers wi shing to speak, the Secretary
will ring the bell.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
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M. President, there are a bunch of nenbers that
are on the second floor right now And | know we
have a gallery full of people waiting on a

resol ution.

So could we |ay aside the vote and
take up a resolution. And the resolution is --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The vote
will be laid aside nonmentarily.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And t he
resol uti on was previously adopted, 4151, by
Senat or Montgonery. Wuld you please read it in
its entirety and call on the Senator to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

Excuse ne, Secretary suspend.

May we have order in the chanber
while the Secretary makes the readi ng and the
presentation. Very good.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4151, by Senator Montgonery,
honoring Dr. Hazel N. Dukes upon the occasion of

her designation as recipient of the Enpire State

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1307

and Nation Builder Award by the New York State
Associ ation of Black and Puerto Rican
Legislators, in conjunction with the observance
of Wonen's Hi story Month.

"WHEREAS, The State of New York is
home to countless women who have contributed to
t he advancenent of our culture through both their
traditional and nontraditional roles in society;
and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to honor Dr. Hazel N. Dukes upon the
occasi on of her designation as recipient of the
Enpire State and Nation Buil der Award by the New
York State Association of Black and Puerto Rican
Legislators, Inc., at its 47th Annual Schol arship
Gal a on Sunday, February 18, 2018, in conjunction
wi th the observance of Wnen's History Mnth; and

"WHEREAS, Hazel N. Dukes was born to
Edward and Alice Dukes on March 17, 1932, in
Mont gonery, Al abama; aspiring to becone a
t eacher, she attended Al abama State Teachers
Coll ege in 1949, before nmoving to New York City
with her parents in 1955; and

"WHEREAS, While najoring in business

adm ni stration at Nassau Conmunity Col | ege, Hazel
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N. Dukes becane the first black Anerican to gain
a position at the Nassau County Attorney's Ofice
in 1966; additionally, she taught children living
in poverty as a conmunity organi zer for the
Nassau County Econom ¢ Qpportunity Conmm ssion
(EQC); and

"WHEREAS, Hazel N. Dukes graduated
with a bachel or's degree in business
adm ni stration from Adel phi University in 1978,
during which time she worked for the New York
City Of-Track Betting Corporation (NYCOIB); in
1990, Mayor David Di nki ns appoi nted Hazel Dukes
as president of NYCOTB; and

"WHEREAS, Wil e she found great
success in business, Hazel N Dukes was al so
wor ki ng for the NAACP, participating in many
mar ches; she was president of the G eat Neck,
Manhasset, Port Washi ngton, Roslyn chapter, and
served as national president of the organization
from 1989 to 1992; and

"WHEREAS, |n 1990, Hazel N. Dukes
was awarded an honorary doctor of |aws degree
fromthe Gty University of New York School of
Law, and in 2009 was conferred the honorary

doctor of hunmane letters from Medgar Evers
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Col | ege, Brooklyn, New York; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes
currently serves as president of the NAACP
New York State Conference as well as a nenber of
t he NAACP National Board of Directors and NAACP
Executive Committee; and

"WHEREAS, Founded on February 12,
1909, the NAACP is the nation's ol dest, |argest,
and nost w dely recognized civil rights
organi zation; following in the footsteps of
WE.B. Du Bois, Ida B. Wlls-Barnett, and Mary
Church Terrell, Dr. Hazel Dukes continues the
NAACP' s historic | eadership to ensure political
educational, social and econom c equality and
justice; and

"WHEREAS, A true asset to society,
Dr. Hazel N. Dukes is a nmenber of the Nationa
Council of Negro Wornen, Inc., the National Black
Leader shi p Conmi ssion on AIDS, Inc., and the
Executive Commttee of the American Bapti st
Chur ches, USA; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes is the
proud recipient of numerous awards and accol ades,
including the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, YWCA

City of New York John La Farge Menorial Award for
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Interracial Justice, Guy R Brewer Humanitarian
Award, and the 2007 The Network Journal's 25 Most
| nfluential Black Wnen in Business Award; and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, Dr. Hazel N
Dukes' bi ography has been sel ected for
publication in many journals and directories,
including the Fisk University Library, Mnority
Wonen Contri bution, American Bi ographi cal
Institute Personalities of Northeast, Wo's Wo
Among Areri can Wonen and Who's Who Anong Bl ack
Wnen; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that those who enhance the
wel |l -being and vitality of their community and
have shown a | ong and sustained commtnent to
excel l ence certainly have earned the recognition
and appl ause of all the citizens of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor
Dr. Hazel N. Dukes upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Enpire State and
Nation Builder Award by the New York State
Associ ation of Black and Puerto Rican

Legislators, Inc., in conjunction with the
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observance of Wnen's History Month; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Dr. Hazel N. Dukes."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you to ny col |l eagues who
are joining ne today in honoring this absolutely
unbel i evably -- Wnan of Distinction of New York
St at e.

Hazel Dukes has been so continuously
out spoken on issues across our state for people
who basically very often didn't have their own
voice. And it's been for children, it's been for
young people, it's been for crimnal justice,
it's been for civil rights -- all of those issues
that are so inportant to our comunities across
the state. So we honor you and thank you today,
Hazel .

And let nme just say |'ve stood in
the rain on very cold days with her, |'ve stood

on very hot days with her, any nunber of tines

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1312

when she was | eadi ng the charge on behal f of the
peopl e of the State of New York. So we shal
never forget and certainly don't underestinate

t he i mportance of your | eadership, your courage,
and your tenacity and your fire on behal f of
people in the State of New York

| want to just acknow edge nenbers
of the statew de NAACP organi zation are here
today in the gallery for sure. Thank you very
much for your representing the ol dest and | argest
civil rights organization in the nation.

And she is joined here on the floor
with M. Ceoffrey Eaton, who is the first vice
presi dent of the New York State Conference, and
she is joined by Karen Bl anding, who is the
second vice president, and al so our very own --
fromthe Borough of Brooklyn, County of Kings, L
Joy WIllians, who is the president of the
Br ookl yn branch of the NAACP

Thank you all for attending and,
nost inportantly, for the phenonenal woman of
this hour, Hazel Dukes. Thank you, and
congratul ati ons.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
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Benj am n.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to |l et everyone in this
chanber know that Hazel N. Dukes is ny
constituent. She represents the Village of
Harl em and she does it incredibly well.

| also want to |l et you know that she
recently turned 86 years old, 86 years ol d.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR BENJAM N: And | et ne give
you a little bit of information on what she
spends her time doing at the age of 86. [|'ve
spent nost of ny time with Dr. Hazel N. Dukes on
the community board, Conmunity Board No. 10.
|"ve al ways known her as a living | egend, a
| eader in the NAACP fighting for justice for us
all around the world.

But | nmet her really on Conmunity
Board No. 10, which she sonehow finds the tinme to
serve as the chair of the health commttee for a
comunity board in Manhattan. And on that
community board, she is a lioness. | nean, there
is no issue that she doesn't take on.

But | have a funny story that | want
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to share with you. She's summoned a lot of us to
her house one day -- by the way, |I'mthe chair of
the board. | was the chair of Community Board
No. 10 because she put nme there. But she
surmoned us to her house and she was all up in
arns because on 135th Street and Lenox, there was
all this garbage outside. And she had al ready
been telling the mayor what he needs to do, but
she felt that we needed to do nore and we needed
to get these garbage bins, those big-bellied

gar bage bi ns.

And so we're -- so she's, you know,
she's just letting us know what needs to happen.
And "M. Chair, you do this" and -- very
respectful. It looks |ike she respects ne though
she's really in charge. | just think it's a
wonder ful thing that she does that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BENJAM N: “"M. Chair, you
need to do this, and everyone needs to do that."

Next thing you know, Hillary
Clinton's calling her on the phone, she has to
step out for a second because | guess Hillary
want ed her to introduce her at sonething. And

t hen she cones backs in and she's back on the
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issue: Sanitation, cleanliness in Harlem

| nean, that is what you want in a
public servant. You know, sone people use public
service for self-aggrandi zenent. They get sone
positions, and then they're off in the clouds.
Wher eas Hazel lives on 135th and Lenox. And
whil e she m ght hang out with the celebrities and
do all these anmazing things on behalf of this
country, she knows where she |ives and she does
the real work on the ground. And that's what
|'ve | earned from Hazel N. Dukes.

And that is why, in nmy opinion,
she's a living |l egend. Congratul ations, Hazel N
Dukes. | am honored to be your State Senator.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Par ker .

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President.

| could do no less but to stand to
add nmy voice to those who are congratul ating
Dr. Hazel N. Dukes upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Enpire State and
Nation Buil ders Award during the Bl ack,

Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislators
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Caucus this year.

First et me thank nmy coll eague
Senat or Vel manette Montgonery for bringing
forward this legislative resolution so that we
can have this tinme to give Dr. Dukes her flowers
while she's here with us.

But -- |I'mbeing formal because
we're on the floor of the State Senate, but, you
know, when we're in the community, we don't cal
her Dr. Dukes. She is Mana Dukes. And we want
to thank Mama Dukes today for all that she has
done.

And | think you' ve heard all of the
accol ades around the things that she's done in
terms of community service. Her work around
civil rights is absolutely | egendary. And I
think all of those things are really not even
spoken about as nuch as she's done. This is
sonmebody who has been engaged for really al nost
50 years in civil rights nationally. And you
hear from Senator Benjam n that that work even
extends down to doing this day-to-day stuff on
her community board. And it's |ike, you know,
who has tinme to do all of those things and pays

attenti on?
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Real ly what | want to speak about is
not what you al ready know -- we al ready know t hat
she's an out spoken canpai gner on behal f of
African- Aneri cans and ot her underprivil eged and
underrepresented groups. W know that she is
sonmebody who has been a person who has been a
voi ce that speaks truth to power. W know that
Dr. Dukes really has been an opponent to policies
t hat undernmi ne the achi evenents of civil rights,
but nore inportantly has been sonmebody who has
stood up for civil rights and has spoken to the
i ssues that we need to deal with |like what we're
seeing in the budget this year with early voting.
That has been one of the things that she has been
tal king about in the state for a long tine.

You know, | don't want to speak to
t he things you know al ready about her political
career, her 30 years of service in terns of
Head Start, the work that she's done with Nassau
County Econom ¢ OCpportunity Commi ssion, with the
Nassau County Denocrats. | nean, you know, we
can spend all day even tal ki ng about the fact
that she's been one of the 20th century's nost
important civil rights leaders in this entire

country.
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What the resolution and her
accol ades and her bio don't speak to is the kind
of peopl e-to-peopl e connection that she has made
wi th people not just around the state but around
the country.

And | et nme just speak personally
that fromthe noment that | really got acquai nted
with Ma Dukes 20 years ago working on Hillary
Clinton's canpaign, that there's never been a
ti me when she hasn't individually pulled ne aside
totell ne what | should be doing.

And t hose of you who know her know
that she's done that with every single one of us,
is that if you don't -- if you're not clear, if
you're not clear about your assignment -- and one
of the things they talk about in the Bapti st
Church already is your assignnent. Everybody has
come to this planet with an assignnent. And if
you' re not clear about what your assignnent is,
apparently Ma Dukes' assignnent is to nake sure
you know what your assignment is. And if you're
not working on your assignnment, she certainly is
hel pful with some corrective action.

And there's not one tinme that she

has | ed nme astray or not set the course straight
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with me with ny assignnment. And for that, |
t hank you, for that | love you, and for the tines
that | have done things that are not quite right,
it's because | have not been, you know, attentive
enough to the things that she's told nme and the
ways that she's tried to put nme, you know, on the
right course. Because every single tine she's
put me on the right course, it's been the right
cour se.

And so thank you so nuch for al
t hat you have done for our community, all you
have done for our people, and all you've done for
t he people of the great State of New York

God bl ess you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise also to really, first of all
t hank Senat or Montgonery. Because Senator
Mont gonery, as iconic as she is in these
chanbers, has always said, you know, what are we
goi ng do, what are we going to do for Hazel, what
are we going to do for Dr. Dukes?

And frankly, as nmuch as we do, it's
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never really enough. Because the life that you
have | ed has been not hing but one of comm tnent,
one of giving, one of consciousness, and one of
al ways nmoving the ball forward. And whether you
are correcting people and expl ai ni ng what their
role was to be in life, what their assignnment is,
or whether you could just be a support for
sonmebody who knew what their assignment was, you
have always filled that role.

And as |'ve had a chance -- as many
of ny col |l eagues have had and spoken so
el oquently -- to speak about you, you know -- and
by the way, we speak about in February, you know,
we speak about black history, in March it's
wonen's history. The fact that we have you to
speak to and speak of, frankly, is a privilege
for each and every one of us.

| did not want to mss the
opportunity to say thank you, to tell you how
i mportant you are as a role nodel, to thank you
for the people that you have continued to
nurture. Because nmany of the young wonen who are
on the scene -- | see L. Joy WIlians, Tam ka
Mal l ory -- so many are your nentees. And we

t hank you for not only staying on task, having a
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vision for the future, but also nmaking sure that
you have the tine to nmake sure that when, when
you are not here -- and | can't even imagine life
wi thout you -- that there will be people, as the
NAACP has continued to do, to carry the torch

Thank you for all that you' ve done,
and congratul ations. W can never thank you
enough.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

W don't -- we shouldn't throw the
title "l egend" around | oosely. You know, M chael
Jordan is a | egend, Magic Johnson was a | egend.

Hazel Dukes is a | egend, folks.
Let's make no m stake about it. She is of that
ilk, she is of that significance, she is of that
magni t ude.

And | don't have the luxury, like
Senat or Benjamin, to have her in ny district, but
she comes up to nmne. And sonetinmes you get
star struck in this business. And the first tinme

| nmet the governor or | net this person and that
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person, you're like, wow. The first time Hazel
Dukes said ny name -- "Senator Bailey, could you
cone here for a second?" Me? Hazel Dukes knows
nmy nane? The | egend Hazel Dukes knows my nane.
That means |' m doi ng sonet hi ng okay.

Shirl ey Chisholmonce said that if
they don't have a seat at the table, you bring a
folding chair. Well, M. Dukes, you have brought
many, many, many fol ding chairs, and you have
t aught ot her young wonen to not only bring those
folding chairs to the table but to sit them
down -- |ike Leader Stewart-Cousins said, Tam ka
Mal | ory, when she was bei ng honored at an event
in the Bronx, she referenced your nane no | ess
than 10 tines about how influential you were for
her .

And when you gave your speech about
how i nportant it was to vote, a generation of
fourth-graders who nmaybe know you, if at all, in
name only, stood to their feet in celebration of
you.

That is the inpact that you have on
this world. That is the inpact that you've had
on ne. And I'mlucky to know you. God bl ess

you. And thank you for everything that you do.
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(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROC : Senat or

Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| have got to say, first and
forenost, how honored and privileged | amto
stand here anong greatness. Dr. Hazel Dukes,
wor ds cannot descri be how extraordinary of a life
not only you have |ived, but the people that you
have touched, not only in this great state but
clearly in this extraordinary nation

| want to thank our coll eague
Senat or Montgonery. And | want to thank, of
course, Harlem s finest, Brian Benjam n, your
godson Senator Benjamn. All of my colleagues, |
put my words with theirs, associate ny words with
theirs.

You know, the resolution today, as
fitting and as articulate and el oquent as it is,
still |eaves so nmuch, because Dr. Dukes has done
so much for all of us. No matter who we are, no
matter where we cone from no nmatter what our
background is, no matter what our ethnicity is,

no matter what our gender is, no matter what our
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sexual orientation may be, no matter what our
religion may be, Dr. Hazel Dukes has epitom zed
what it neans to be a leader in the State of
New York and in this great nation.

She has al ways acted as a strong
noral conpass, for us in | eadership here in the
state and in the nation to follow suit. \Wether
it's her fight for civil rights and human rights,
voting rights, crimnal justice reform the
rights of the poor, the neediest, the nost
vul nerable in our communities, children and
wonen, she has al ways done so with great
respect and dignity.

She has al so al ways done so keepi ng
her faith at the center of the decisions that she
makes, always having that noral conpass |ed
t hrough her faith in Jesus Christ.

Recently Dr. Hazel Dukes canme up to
Buf falo and visited ELIM Christian Fell owship
Church with me. And | had never seen her in
action. But | will tell you what -- well, ['ve
seen her in action; | have never seen her in
action like this. Dr. Hazel Dukes brought the
house down, to the extent that the bishop of ELIM

Church said "You all got your word today."
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She speaks fromthe heart, she
speaks fromthe m nd, she speaks for all of us.
And as rmuch as this resolution encapsul ated her
extraordinary life, it left out one nagnificent
piece of history I'd like to bring to everyone's
attention, that as a child comng up in Al abans,
Dr. Hazel Dukes' own life was touched by anot her
| egend in our country, as she was taught in
Sunday school by a nation builder, a change
maker, and a civil rights | egend: Rosa Parks.

Not only did that help her, but it
shoul d show each and every one of us that every
single thing that we do, whether we're in this
auspi ci ous chanber maki ng deci sions on the
20 million people that depend on us to do what's
right by themand their famlies in our
comunities respectively -- but it also shows us
that when we're out in the community every single
thing that we do to touch another one's |life does
make a difference.

Dr. Hazel Dukes, |'m honored to be
your friend. |'mhonored to see you here in the
chanber with us today. Thank you for everything
that you have done for all of us, for this great

state and for this great nation. W are forever
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i ndebted to your | eadership.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Dr. Dukes,
on behalf of Majority Leader Flanagan and the
New York State Senate, we want to thank you for a
lifetime of service and dedication not only to
your comrunity, to your state, but to your
country.

And we'd |ike you to stand and be
recogni zed by this chanber.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resol uti on has been previously adopted on
March 15t h.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Can we now go
back to Cal endar Nunber 423 and call the roll on
that bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : W will
i ndeed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, it's ny
under st andi ng that Senator Mntgonery would |ike
to open this resolution for cosponsorship. |If

you would like to be a cosponsor, you should
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pl ease notify the desk

And we will return to the cal endar
and the Secretary will read.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, by Senat or Robach, Senate Print 7549, an act
aut hori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
St avi sky to explain her vote.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: To explain ny
vot e.

There's no question that hel nets
save lives, they prevent brain injuries. And if
the helmet law is repeal ed, ny question is

really: Who's next? Are we going to repeal the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1328

hel met |aw for football players, |et them play
football wi thout a helnmet? Bicyclists? Wll, if
we're going to take that kind of approach,
perhaps the seat belt |aw ought to be repeal ed.

Secondly, the nenp says that there's
no fiscal inpact. There really is. Because
peopl e are injured when they have an acci dent and
they are not wearing a helnet. It provides sone
ki nd of protection.

And sonebody very close to ne's son
was a Ph.D. candidate in cheni cal engineering at
Berkeley. He wasn't wearing a hel met, he was
riding his notorcycle. And he spent the rest of
his life in custodial care. He couldn't nove, he
couldn't speak, he couldn't eat. And the cost
was tremendous -- not to the famly, but to the
taxpayers. And | visited himon many occasions
in the hospital, and | kept saying to nyself,
That's why we need a hel net | aw

And M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.
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"1l be voting for the reasons cited
by ny colleagues. | did want to point out that
March is National Brain Injury Awareness Month.
And actually tonorrow, as | understand it, there
will be a resolution on this floor conmenorating
Brain Injury Awareness Day.

So for all those reasons stated by

nmy col |l eagues, and al so the focus on protecting

our brains -- our nost vital organ -- from
injuries, I'lIl be voting no.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROC : Senat or

Hoyl man to be recorded in the negative.
Senat or Brooks to explain his vote.
SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,

M. President.

As sonmeone who has responded to
probably far too many notorcycle accidents over
the years, | have seen nany acci dents where
clearly the use of a hel met has nade a
di f f erence.

"1l be voting yes on this bill
because included in this bill is a study to see
how hel mets will be nore effective, and | think
that's inportant. There's no question in my mnd

that there are accidents where hel nets have nade
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a difference. |If through this |egislation we can
find further inprovenents, it's the right thing
to do.

"1l be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Brooks to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 423, those recorded in the negative are
Senators G anaris, Hoyl man, Kam nsky, Kavanagh,
Krueger, Parker, Phillips, Sanders, Serrano,
St avi sky and Stewart - Cousins.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, that concl udes
t he readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : There is
no further business before the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO If that in
fact is the case, | nove to adjourn unti
Tuesday, March 20th, at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : On noti on,
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t he Senate stands adjourned until Tuesday,
March 20th, at 3:00 p. m
(Wher eupon, at 4:32 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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