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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 15, 2018
11: 23 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR TERRENCE P. MJRPHY, Acting President
FRANCI S W PATI ENCE, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads in
a nonment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 14th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Tuesday, March 13th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 41, Senator
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Lanza noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Cities, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9873 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 7734, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 542.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY:
Substitution ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d we take
up the noncontroversial reading of the cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: May we
pl ease have the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
274, by Senator Col den, Senate Print 6671, an act
to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46. Nays, 1.

Senat or Krueger recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
381, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 2604, an act
to anend the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Announce
the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, by Senat or Robach, Senate Print 7549, an act
aut hori zi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
463, by Senator Col den, Senate Print 227, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 463, those recorded in the negative are
Senators G anaris, Hoyl man, Kavanagh, Parker,
Peralta and Al cantara.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
542, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Cusick, Assenbly Print 9873, an act to
anmend Chapter 306 of the Laws of 2011

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Announce
the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
601, by Senator Carlucci, Senate Print 7344A, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
supporting this Toll Payer Protection Act.

You know, in New York State you can
go fromthe Tappan Zee Bridge, drive on 95 al
the way to Boston before paying another toll.

But if you want to drive from Rockl and County
down to Long Island, you're going to pay toll
after toll after toll.

That's why we've got to make sure
that we | eave no stone unturned in finding ways
to reduce the cost to toll payers. And the Tol
Payer Protection Act, that's what this does. It
makes it nore efficient. There's been cases
where |'ve gotten so many calls in ny office
where people were getting excessive fines because
of the new cashless tolling process. W're
tal ki ng about famlies with $7,000, $8,000 worth
of tolls that they didn't even know about. And
|"msorry, not just tolls, but the fines

associated with them
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So what we need to do is streaniine
t he process, make sure that people have an option
to get notified by text nessage or emmil, have a
deadl i ne by which the authorities need to notify
the toll payer that they have an outstandi ng
bill. And nake sure, when there are these
excessive fines in place, that the toll payer has
an ability to dispute it and to dispute those
fines online as well as review any records that
are in place that have shown that they have had
these fines in place.

But al so we have a system now where
you can have your vehicle registration suspended.
And that's inmportant to nake sure that we're
going after chronic toll evaders. However, we've
got to nmake sure that people know if their
vehicle registration is going to be suspended.

What this legislation will do is
make sure that before someone's vehicle
registration is suspended, that they're notified
by certified mail and then given the opportunity
to pay that fine so they don't |ose their vehicle
regi stration

Look, in Rockland County, if you

| ose the right to drive your vehicle, you could
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| ose your livelihood. W don't have the mass
transit options that many within the MIA district
al ready have.

So this is an inportant |egislation.
| want to thank mny coll eagues for supporting it.
And this is an effort to stream ine the process
and make sure we're not digging deeper into the
pockets of hardwor ki ng New Yorkers.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or

Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: On the
bill.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. | think this is a
pretty good bill. You need transparency, you

need openness, you need people to be notifi ed.

But | think |I renenber back when the
Thruway was first being built that they said by
the end of the 1990s, there would be no tolls on
the Thruway, they would all be gone.

That really didn't happen. |In fact,
a couple of years ago | had to have a heari ng out
here in Al bany because there was a proposed

45 percent trucking increase which was basically
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going to be for every orange, for every banana,
for every product you bought in a grocery store,
it was going to be a pass-on to the constituents
who went shopping in the grocery stores. And
t hose trucks were going to get off the Thruway
and travel through our streets, ruin our roads
and bridges -- we have infrastructure probl ens
right now, not a good thing -- and endangering a
| ot of young peopl e wal king on our streets and
goi ng to school

Wen the governnent makes a prom se,
they should follow through with it. | think this
is afine bill, but I'"d love to see a bill |'ve
got pending right now that says when facel ess
bureaucrats decide to renege on a promse that's
made 25 or nore years ago, that we take charge of
those Thruway tolls. That if the Thruway toll is
i ncreased or a proposed increase, it comes back
to people who are responsible to the constituents
we represent. We ratify any large toll increase,
and we don't |let the bureaucrats tell us how nmuch
of our taxpayers' dollars should be taken away.

And above anyt hing, we ought to have
heari ngs across the State of New York, not |eave

out the Capital District.
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So I"'mgoing to be supporting this
bill, but I hope at sone point we can be
responsi bl e oursel ves, and not individuals who
are appoi nted, because when they come to us and
say you promsed tolls -- well, | didn't prom se
that, and now they're being increased. W should
have the opportunity to ratify any of those
i ncreases so they can cone to us and say, Wy did
you do it, why did you need it? Maybe we did.

But 1've got a feeling that if we live up to our
prom ses nore, we'd have nore respect and nore
confidence fromour constituents.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| comrend ny col | eague, the chair of
Consuner Protection, Senator Carlucci, for taking
up the case of cashless tolling reformw th such
di I i gence and passi on.

| whol eheartedly support the bil
before us, the Toll Payer Protection Act. |
woul d note that the Assenbly passed provisions in

t heir one-house budget bill, and | hope that it
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is signed and passed quickly.

The cashless tolling system while
it has been a benefit in terms of congestion and
maki ng sure that traffic noves snoothly, has been
a mess. The inplenentation has been m shandl ed,
wi th serious consequences for our drivers and our
consuners, including those that have E-ZPass
currently that wind up suffering frombills and
fines and fees because the systemis so
ant i quat ed.

Ri ght now many consuners first |earn
of their toll obligation at the sane tinme a
$100 fee has been inposed on them for each trip,
resulting in bills that can run into thousands of
dollars. And sonehow in 2018, consunmers cannot
effectively search for their toll obligations in
advance on the website. These are glaring and
i nexcusabl e fl aws.

A Toll Payer Bill of Rights is
exactly what we need. This bill has many
nmeritorious provisions, including text/ensil
notifications of toll charges, a formal dispute
resol uti on process, paynent plan options, record
review rights for consuners, better display of

charges and fees on signage, a 30-day grace
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period and notification if one's license is to be

suspended for nonpaynent, and banni ng excessive

f ees.

In addition to supporting Senat or
Carlucci's bill, | have also introduced two
pi eces of legislation: Senate Bill 783, creating

a toll ammesty program and new caps for unpaid
toll fees; and Senate Bill 7854, which would
prohibit credit reporting conmpanies from
factoring | ate paynment of cashless tolls into a
consuner's creditworthiness.

| would urge all ny coll eagues who
are supporting Senator Carlucci's bill today to
join the effort to bring tolling amesty to al
of the bridges that run throughout New York
State. Too many of our collective constituents
have been harmed by the perpl exingly haphazard
nature of the present system \atever bridge
that they cross, they are finding out only too
| ate, and oftentinmes after they've been dropped
by E-ZPass that they're paying thousands of
dollars in fees.

W used to have the | ow bal ance
alert. There's been nothing, there have been no

PSAs to warn people that they need to adopt a new
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system Even though there is an app for E-ZPass,
nost people don't know it. Most people don't

know that they are receiving these bills, as |

said earlier, until after fines have been inposed

and oftentimes they' ve been dropped out of the
E- ZPass system and they're paying fines and not
f ees.

So it's something that needs to be
updated. There's no reason in 2018 that you
can't go on the website and, if you know you've
gone through the toll, be able to pay the tol
within 72 hours.

So | want to thank Senator Carl ucci
for putting this bill forward today. | hope ny
col | eagues will work on the other two bills that
| mentioned.

And | want to thank you
M. President, also for the opportunity to speak
on this issue today and also to raise the fact
that we need to protect our consuners and our
residents that are trying to do the right thing
but they can't pay the bill within a period of
tinme.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
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Conrie, do you vote in the affirmative?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Affirmative, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Conrie in the affirmative.

Seei ng no ot her nenbers wishing to
be heard, announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Can we | ay aside
Cal endar Nunber 423 for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal endar
Nunber 423 will be laid aside for the day.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | nove to adopt
the Resolution Calendar, with the exception of
Resol uti on Nunber 3990.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of 3990, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Negati ve,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resol ution Cal endar is adopted, with the
exception of Resol ution 3990.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: Can we now t ake

up Resol ution Nunber 3990 and call on Senat or

Mur phy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read the resolution inits
entirety.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3990, by Senator Fl anagan,
honoring St. Patrick and all persons of Irish
descent upon the occasion of the 2018 cel ebration
of St. Patrick's Day on Saturday, March 17, 2018.

"WHEREAS, A native of Roman Britain,
Patrick was the son of Cal purnius, a civil
servant and deacon; and

"WHEREAS, Tradition has it that at
age 16, Patrick was captured, along with all the
servants of his father's estate, by Irish
mar auders, then sold to a Druid chief and taken
to what is now known as County Antrim in the
Province of U ster, Ireland; and

"WHEREAS, During his six years of
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captivity, Patrick's occupation as a slave was
the tending of flocks of swi ne and sheep; and

"WHEREAS, Wiile in Ireland, Patrick
| earned the Irish | anguage and custons; and

"WHEREAS, During this period,
Patrick experienced a religious awakening, with
the Christian teachings of his famly and pastors
taking hold during his captivity; and

"WHEREAS, Driven by visions urging
himto return to his native land, Patrick escaped
his captors, undertaking a perilous journey in
t he process; and

"WHEREAS, Upon his return hone,
Patrick dedicated his |life to religion, studying
in France, where he was ordained a priest and
| at er consecrated a bi shop; and

"WHEREAS, It was Pope Cel estine |
who nanmed him Patricius and sent himback to
I rel and, where he tangled with the Druids over
religious beliefs and where his efforts to
convert the Irish to the Catholic faith were
untiring, as seen today in the significant
presence of God in Irish |life; and

"WHEREAS, It was the exanple and

fervor of Patrick's faith that inspired and
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rekindled the lanp of learning in Ireland which
shone throughout the British Isles and the rest
of Europe, and which sustained the people of
I rel and t hrough fam ne, oppression and exile; and

"WHEREAS, As United States President
John Fitzgeral d Kennedy observed, Ireland has
henmorrhaged herself to enrich the life's bl ood
of other nations around the world, where its sons
and daughters have risen to prom nent positions
as pioneers, educators, mlitary commanders and
government | eaders, even ascending to the
presi dency of both France and the United States;
and

"WHEREAS, It was his faith that
earned Patrick not only sainthood, but the
everlasting | ove and respect of the Irish people;
and

"WHEREAS, As we honor St. Patrick,
whose |ife mrrored a deep and abi di ng exanpl e of
t he chal | enges of sai nthood, we are m ndful of
the history of the Irish people and their
struggl e agai nst oppression, religious
intol erance and political, social and econom c
barriers; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
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Body pause in its deliberations to nost joyously
commenorate the Iife and good works of

St. Patrick and to express its sincerest prayers
and hopes that the 1998 peace agreenent, known as
the Good Friday Agreenent, will lead to a

| asting reconciliation between the Christian
popul ati ons of Northern Ireland and bring true
peace and freedomfor all the people of Northern
Ireland; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Loretta Brennan d ucksman, 257th G and Marshal of
the New York City St. Patrick's Day Parade, and
to Dr. John L. Lahey, chairman of the New York
City St. Patrick's Day Parade, on the 17th of
March 2018."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Mur phy on the resol ution.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you,

M. President.

It may come as a shock to sone of ny
col | eagues, but | have been taught a thing or two
about St. Patrick during ny lifetine with ny
famly. In fact, | was educated at St. Patrick's

El ementary School. And |I've been a parishioner
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of St. Patrick's Church nmy entire life. 1In both
settings, | was taught about the history of

St. Patrick, his years as a slave and his cl ashes
with the Druids as he brought Catholicismto the
nation of Ireland.

The rich history of the Irish nation
is directly linked to St. Patrick. But it is his
perseverance and the strength of the Irish people
across the globe -- that's what we truly stand
for. The people of Ireland, both present and
past, have overcome social oppression, religious
i ntol erance, and broke through barriers on
soci al, econom c and political |evels.

| know this firsthand, not just from
nmy parents but also frompeople like nmy in-Iaws,
John and Mary O Connell. Both John and Mary
em grated here back in 1966, straight from
Ireland. And | was blessed -- they cane here to
live the American dream They've had three kids,
and | was blessed to marry their daughter
Caroline, nmy wife. Now we have three kids.

John and Mary achi eved what they set
out for. They achieved what we all set out for,
the American dream It took courage, strength

and perseverance, all traits of St. Patrick. And
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this Saturday as we cheer the nenory of
St. Patrick, at the sane tinme we celebrate the
hi story, the culture and the people of Irel and.
W will be celebrating the grit and the
determ nation of people like nmy in-laws and ny
parents, and remenber the sacrifices that were
made by so nmany peopl e.

Happy St. Patrick's, everybody.
Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: No, thank
you, Senator Muirphy.

Senat or Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Miurphy for
bringing this resolution in honor of St. Patrick
and in fact in honor of Irish-Anericans
ever ywher e.

| know some of you | ook at ne
sonmetimes and it's hard for you to realize that |
amas Irish as | amltalian. | ama
second- generation Anerican, and ny grandfat her
and ny grandnot her, my nother's parents, both
came here as teenagers. M grandparents were al

Irish. And during the famne, the way the Irish
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left Ireland is if you had any noney, you cane to
Anerica. |If you had a wee bit of noney, you went
to England -- that's where ny grandnother's
parents went to. And if you had no noney, you
went to G asgow, and that's where ny grandfat her
was born and raised, an Irish Scot. And he left
Scotl and at the age of 18, |i ke many young

i mm grants, searching for a way out of abject
poverty. Because the future for an Irishman in
Scotland, or an Irishman in Ireland, was that you
were going to work hard and di e young.

And so he decided to | eave Scotl and
at the age of 18, and he got on a boat and he
came to America and he wound up working in the
shi pyards of Brooklyn. And he built a life here.

My grandnot her | eft England at the
age of 16 -- think about that -- 16 years ol d,
she left on her own, got on a boat, cane to
America, and got a job first as a domestic and,
when she realized she wasn't well-suited for
that, she got a job as a hat-check girl at the
Hot el Astor.

And they managed to neet and marry
and rai se three daughters and watch all three of

themmarry Italians -- quite a shock to them
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But that is the legacy of the Irish
immgrants. They cane here seeking sonething
better, oftentinmes with very little in their
pockets. They built a life. And quite honestly,
it's the sanme | egacy of every inm grant group.

My Italian grandparents did the sanme thing. And
we're watching it happen today, immgrants com ng
here with very little in their pocket, nothing
nore than a dream and the hope that they can be
part of that |egacy that so many imm grants have.

So thank you, Senator Muirphy, for
rem nding us of who we really are. And as we
celebrate this Saturday St. Patrick's Day,
whet her you're Irish or not, we're all immgrants
under the sun

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Savi no.

Senat or Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank al so Senat or Mirphy
for his words about famly and the Irish
tradition.

You know, this past Sunday we spoke
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to alarge Irish group before the St. Paddy's Day
Parade in Orange County. And | asked the group,
What do you like the best about St. Patrick's Day
and the parade? | said, Do you enjoy the

chil dren wat ching the parade and the nusic? Do
you enjoy getting up dressing |ike green and
having a good tine? You like the partying?

And | said St. Patrick's Day is an
excl amation point of the cel ebration of our
Christianity.

There is a novenent in this country
to take away or dimnish religious freedons. And
just recently Vice President Pence, on the My
View or the Qur View show, they ridiculed him
because he nentioned Jesus Christ and his belief
in Christianity, to dimnish our feelings and
religion identified with the Irish peopl e,
enbracing the Lord and fam |y val ues and
marri age.

And they keep Anerica strong. W
shoul d never forget that tradition. And | know
that St. Paddy's Day is always portrayed as a
time of partying and we're all Irish for a day.
But the Irish people are the stronghold in our

famly val ues and keeping Amrerica strong from one
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generation to the next.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Bonaci c.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise also in honor of
St. Patrick's Day and the Irish-Anerican
comunity. | don't think I'"mlrish, although
haven't taken one of those DNA tests and it will
probabl e prove that | am At |east piece of ne.

But this day also coincides with
Wnen's H story Month. And so | was doing a
little honmework on the role of Irish wonen and
t he i mportance they have played in our history.
And | just wanted to highlight a few
I rish-American wonen and what they have
acconpl i shed.

So one of the nost fanous was Mot her
Jones. Born Mary Harris Jones in County Cork,
noved to America after tragedies in her famly,
got involved in the Anerican | abor novenent,
becanme a prom nent canpai gner, |abor activist and

comunity organizer, and ultinmately was given the
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ni cknane Mt her Jones because of her care for the
striking workers. She coordinated major strikes
and was a founder of the Social Denocratic Party
and the Industrial Wrkers of the Wrld.

Then we have Mary Lee, one of the
first leaders in suffrage novenents and the
wonen's right to vote. Born in 1821 in County
Monaghan. And while not rmuch is known about her
early life in Ireland, after she left Ireland she
becanme a world | eader in the suffrage novenent
and the fight for wonen's right to vote.

And t hen perhaps the nost fanous,
the inspiration for Wwnder Wman, Margaret
Sanger. Born to Irish-American parents in
New York in 1879, and best known for founding the
birth control novenent right here in the United
St at es.

So the Irish-Anerican community have
been great |eaders throughout the history of this
country. And | don't want this day to go by
wi t hout pointing out the women and the nen of the
| rish-American conmunity have so nuch to be proud
of .

| support the resolution. Thank

you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Tedi sco on the resol ution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
M. President.

| too want to comenorate this
special day, St. Patrick's Day com ng up, and
wi sh you best w shes from soneone you m ght be
famliar with, a very good friend of m ne who
spent a little time in these chanbers, and | was
fortunate enough to replace him They used to
call us Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid in our
Assenbly and Senate districts, respectively. And
he was an attorney, is an attorney, was a
prof essor, a husband, a great father. Also a
boxer -- | don't know if you knew that of Senator
Hugh Farley. And if you ever talk to himabout
hi s boxi ng days, he would go |ike this and take
his nose and wiggle it like this. He goes, "No
cartilage. It got busted in the Arny." Because
he was also a veteran. He stood up for us and
protected our freedomand liberty.

And |'m sure you want to know t hat
this year he will be celebrating the 55th

anni versary of his 30th birthday. And if you
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want to know what he's doing, he's very active --
riding his Skidoo, spending a lot of time with
his famly, doing a |ot of traveling.

And as | speak with him he wanted
me to wish you all the very best, as |I'msure he
has in the past on this special day. | think we
can say he represents everything good about being
not only an Irish public servant, but about being
a public servant in general.

Forty years he spent in this august
body serving the people of New York State. And
think that's an exanple of the great history and
the great dedication of those of Irish descent.

So | thank you, M. President, for
allowing me to say a few words about nmny
pr edecessor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Tedi sco.

Senat or Kavanagh.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mfeeling a little under the
weat her today -- so although | don't have a | ot
of green on ny tie, | fear I mght actually be

looking a little bit green today.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1241

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KAVANAGH. But | just -- |
t hought as a proud Irishman | would be remiss in
not standi ng up and thanki ng Senat or Fl anagan and
Senat or Murphy for bringing this resolution forth
t oday.

My own fam |y canme fromlrel and, on
my nother's side in the '20s, and ny father
em grated here in 1958. |I'ma holder of an Irish
passport as well as an American passport, proud
of bot h.

And, you know, the Irish people in
our city and in our state and across the country
are very proud of our heritage, our values as
peopl e who care about and support our often |arge
famlies. And | think as a people who cane, as
many Americans canme before us, to our cities and
at first experienced resistance from peopl e who
had conme here before us and gradually have found
Anerica to be a wel come hone and have worked very
hard to build Arerica into what it is today,
think it's great that so many of us will be
celebrating St. Patrick's Day.

The American Irish Legislators

Soci ety, of which I'ma proud nmenber and offi cer,
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wi |l have a contingent marching this Saturday in
the St. Patrick's Day Parade on Fifth Avenue, and
| encourage all of you to join us.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Kavanagh.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

It is with great honor that | rise
to acknow edge this upcom ng Saturday,
St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 2018. | want to
t hank ny col |l eagues for bringing this resolution
forward

You know, every year we have an
opportunity to celebrate the Irish. In South
Buffal o, where | reside, where | cone from it is
St. Patrick's Month. W celebrate St. Patrick's
Day year-round, actually. But this weekend
especially, we're looking forward to cel ebrating
everything Irish -- those that are, those that
wi sh they were, and those that just want to
cel ebrate the Irish culture.

And if you think about how we al

have gotten here to this great country and this
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great state and this tremendous and gl ori ous,
magni fi cent chanber, we all have our own
histories. Mne is steeped in Irish history.

My grandfather, Martin Kennedy, who
shares the name with ny father -- ny
great-grandfather -- cane here in Cctober of
1892. But he had to cone through Canada, because
during the fam ne or the G eat Hunger, when the

Irish were starved out of their own country to

the tune of over a mllion that died, perished
t hrough starvation, a mllion that em grated
across the globe -- nmy grandfather, great-great

grandfat her, couldn't get into this country and
had to go to Canada, |ike so nany others, because
t hey woul d not accept himdue to disease on the
shi p.

Up in Montreal, Canada, in the
harbor there, there's 6,000 Irish immgrants that
peri shed there due to di sease -- typhoid and
ot her diseases. The G ey Nuns, founded in
Montreal by St. Marguerite d' Youville -- that
bears the nane of D Youville College, ny alm
mater -- founded the Gey Nuns in the 1700s. The
Grey Nuns in Montreal canme to save the Irish on

the shores, as they canme in with disease, and
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peri shed with them

Years | ater, as my great-grandfather
came over and went to work, and then ny other
great-grandparents, Patrick Joseph O Brien and
Kat herine O Brien, canme here, found work, found
difficulties, tried to go to work, saw signs that
said "No Irish Need Apply." They were oppressed
in their own nation, they were oppressed when
t hey came over the 3,000-mle journey in coffin
shi ps. Banded together, got involved in every
| evel of society, helped to build this country
fromthe ground up. Qur buildings, our great
state here, from New York Harbor up the Hudson
across this state to Buffalo, helped to build the
Erie Canal, settling in the Ad First Ward, where
this Saturday we'll celebrate, this St. Patrick's
Day, the ol d nei ghborhood, the original path of
t he ol d nei ghborhood parade. On Sunday, the big
parade i n downtown Buffal o, down Del aware Avenue,
that was just recently nanmed by a Boston paper as
t he best parade in the nation. Com ng out of
Boston, | think that has great credibility.

And so the reason | tell this story
is not just to celebrate the Irish, and not just

to celebrate St. Patrick's Day -- because us
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Irish in this roomand those friends of ours that
know, we celebrate our culture all the time -- is
that this story can be related to what's
happening in this country today as i mmgrants
fromother nations are fleeing oppression, are

fl eeing their own genocide, are fleeing war, and
| ook upon our nation as beacon of hope on the

gl obe that the Irish did over the course of the

| ast few hundred years.

Now, there's so many different ways
that I could go on and on and on. And | won't.
We had a trenmendous cel ebration this past Mnday,
as ny colleague -- and Irish citizen -- Senator
Kavanagh nentioned, at the Anerican-lrish
Legi slators Society, a bipartisan group started
over 30 years ago with a dear friend of mne, ny
nei ghbor Buffal oni an, D ck Keane, Assenblynenber
D ck Keane, and ot hers.

We had G aran Madden, the Irish
Consul General based in New York, here with us.
The | evel of cooperation between our great state
and our nation and the Irish nation continues,
and we must continue to nmake sure that
relationship flourishes.

Wth that, M. President, | concl ude
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but just want to wi sh everybody the grandest,
happi est, heal thiest, nobst vivacious

St. Patrick's Day you could ever possibly have.
Cel ebrate the day, whether you're Irish or not.
Cel ebrate your famly, celebrate your friends,

cel ebrate your comrunity and, yes, celebrate this
great country, the United States of Anmerica --
and of course, everything Irish.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy. |'m beginning to feel
lrish.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| will be very, very brief. As
Senat or Krueger alluded to, | may be Irish in
resunme and ancestry DNA only, but | wanted to
make sure that | show nmy respect for ny friends
inthe Irish community.

And especi al ly Senat or Mirphy, thank
you for introducing this resolution, along with

Senat or Fl anagan. You nmet your wife in the
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Bronx, so that's sonmething that 1'Il always nake
sure | remenber. And you knew where to go when
it was tine to make sure you found a wi fe, back
in the boogi e-down Bronx.

But | just want to make sure that |
recogni ze the acconplishnments and the greatness
that your community has done, and | say, on
Sat urday, Erin go Bragh!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

So the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Senat or Fl anagan
woul d Iike to open this resolution up for
cosponsorship. |If a nenber would |like to be a
cosponsor, they should notify the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thi s

resolution is open for cosponsorship. [|f any
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nmenber wi shes to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: | believe there's
a previously adopted resol ution by Senator
St ewar t - Cousi ns, Nunber 4031, at the desk. | ask
that it be read inits entirety and call on
Senat or Stewart-Cousins to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4031, by Senator
St ewart - Cousins, nenorializing Governor Andrew M
Cuono to proclaimMarch 2018 as Wnen's History
Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, March is Wnen's History
Mont h; and

"WHEREAS, March 8th is International
Wnen's Day; and

"WHEREAS, Each year New York State
officially sets aside time to recogni ze the
uni que contributions that wonmen have nmade to
New York State; and

"WHEREAS, New York State has a

di stingui shed history of nonunmental achievenents
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in the area of wonen's rights; and

"WHEREAS, I n 1826, New York State
opened one of the first public high schools for
girls, resulting in a future for wormen in which
they were no | onger confined to the hone, a
future in which they were educated and able to
use this education to better their social and
econom ¢ status; and

"WHEREAS, In 1848 in New York, the
first wonen's rights convention was held at
Seneca Falls to secure for all wonen the right to
vote; and

"WHEREAS, |n 1903, The Wonen's Trade
Uni on League of New York was formed to represent
wor ki ng wonen, | ater becom ng the nucl eus for the
| nt ernational Ladies' Garnment Wbrkers' Union; and

"WHEREAS, In 1918, one year after
New Yor k guaranteed wonen the right to vote in
all elections, the first two wonen, lda Sanm s
and Mary Lilly, were elected to the New York
State Legislature; and

"WHEREAS, |In 1967, Muiriel Siebert
became the first wonan to own a seat on the
New Yor k Stock Exchange, opening the door for

wonen to gain positions of greater econom c
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power; and

"WHEREAS, I n 1968, New York State
Assenbl ywoman Shirl ey Chi shol m becane the first
bl ack worman el ected to Congress, and in 1972 she
ran for president of the United States, another
first for black wonen; and

"WHEREAS, In 1970, New York City was
the site of the first Wonen's Strike for
Equality, in which 50,000 people marched for
equal rights; and

"WHEREAS, |In 1983, New York State
wonen | egi sl ators established the Legislative
Wnen's Caucus to inprove the participation of
wonen in all areas of governnent, support issues
t hat benefit wonen and provide a network of
support for wonen in the State Legislature; and

"WHEREAS, In 2009, Sonia Sotonayor
was the first Hispanic justice appointed to the
United States Suprene Court; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2014, four wonen from
New York State participated in Aynpic events
held in Sochi, Russia: Anneliese Cooke, Saranac
Lake - biathlon; Jam e Guebel, Lake Placid -
bobsl ed, earned a Bronze nedal; Erin Hamlin,

Rensen - |uge, earned a Bronze nedal; and
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Josephi ne Pucci, Pearl Lake - wonen's hockey,
earned a Silver nedal; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2015, Loretta Elizabeth
Lynch was appoi nted as attorney general of the
United States, becoming the first African-
Anerican woman to serve in this esteened
position; and

"WHEREAS, New York has been the hone
of many extraordi nary wonmen who have | ed society
to a better future: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Susan B. Anthony | ed the canpaign for wonen's
suf frage; Soj ourner Truth spoke out for the
abolition of slavery and for suffrage for wonen;
and

"WHEREAS, Carrie Chapman Catt becane
the first president of the League of Wnen
Voters; Emma Wl lard opened the first endowed
institution for the education of wonen; Cvil War
surgeon Dr. Mary E. Wl ker was the only wonan
ever awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor;
Harriet Tubman was an abolitionist who | ed slaves
to freedom by way of the Underground Railroad in
the 19th century; and

"WHEREAS, Elizabeth Bl ackwel | and

Bel va Lockwood were the first wonen in the fields
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of nmedicine and | aw, pioneer birth control
educat or and advocate Margaret Sanger established
a research center in New York City; and

"WHEREAS, Emma Col dman founded the
Free Speech League, which led to the American
Cvil Liberties Union; humanitarian El eanor
Roosevelt served as United States delegate to the
Uni ted Nations; and

"WHEREAS, Civil rights | awyer and
New York State Senator Constance Baker Motl ey
became the first black woman to sit on the U S
District Court in New York; and there have been
so many nore known and unknown woren who
chanpi oned rights and opportunity for all; and

"WHEREAS, New York State has hosted
many conventions, canpai gns and events of the
wonen's rights novenent, fromthe 1848 convention
at Seneca Falls to the 1999 Berkshire Conference
of Wonen Hi storians, which was held to inprove
the status of wonmen in history and in the
hi stori cal professions; and

"WHEREAS, Today, 59 wonen serve in
the New York State Legislature, holding
| eadership positions in both houses and bringing

t he di verse experiences of wonmen into | aw and
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public policy, the largest class of wonen in the
hi story of New York; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMrch 2018
as Wnen's History Month in the State of
New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to the Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, and the Legislative Wnen's
Caucus of New York State."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

And again, before | start, let ne
al so wi sh everyone a very, very happy
St. Patrick's Day.

So in terns of wonmen's history, you
know, every year there's a theme for Wnen's
Hi story Month, and it's selected by the National
Wnen's H story Project. Last year the thenme was
"Honoring Trail bl azi ng Wonen i n Labor and

Business.” And this year's thene is
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"Nevert hel ess, She Persisted,” honoring wonen who
fight all forms of discrimnation against wonen.

This year's thene is especially
significant given what's happeni ng i n Washi ngt on
with the efforts to strip wonen's rights and
what' s happeni ng nationally wth sexual
harassnment and assault survivors who are com ng
out of the shadows to share their stories and
shine a light on this crisis.

| think of many of us in this
chanber, mnyself included, who are here because we
persisted. | think of nmy nother and her nother
and so many of our parents who we are here
because they persi sted.

And so Wnen's History Month gives
us an opportunity to |l ook back at wonen who
inspired us through their actions, their
dedi cation, and yes, their persistence.

Wnen who persisted |ike |Ida
B. Wlls, who was born enslaved, and she was
freed after the Civil War. She went on to becone
an investigative reporter. And part of what she
di d was expose the horrors of lynching, in
addition to being a cofounder of the NAACP and a

suf fragette.
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VWmen |i ke Dol ores Huerta, who
fought for farmwrkers, who still we nust fight
for in this day and age. But in California she
cof ounded the National Farmworkers Associ ation,
which is now the United Farm Wrkers, with -- she
did that with Cesar Chavez. And her phrase "Si,
Se Puede," still resonates today. It was Dol ores
Huerta who gave us that.

Wnen who persisted like Billie Jean
King, who in the face of sexismfanmously won the
"Battle of the Sexes" in 1973, showi ng the world
t hat wormen were a formidable force in sports and
were to be respect ed.

Even contenporary wonen, like the
Bronx's own Tarana Burke, whose conpassion as it
related to a client of hers back in 2006 who
tal ked about sexual abuse -- in 2006, it was
Tarana' s conpassi on that began the phrase
"Me Too." And because of her persistence, even
t oday, even nore so today, #MeToo is just a
national, national understandi ng.

Wnen al so |i ke Saru Jayar aman,
who's leading the fight for tipped workers to get
fair wages. | had the honor to stand with Saru

many tines, and it's an econom c justice fight
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that I know that as we persist, we will actually
succeed.

And when | think about wonen -- and
we' ve tal ked about the persistence, but | think
about Hel en Keller, someone who was unable to
see, to hear, and yet went on to graduate from
coll ege, the first person with those types of
disabilities to actually be able to graduate from
coll ege. And she becane a prolific author, an
out spoken advocate for suffrage, for social
justice, and for |abor rights.

These and the stories of so nany
i ncredi ble wonen are at the heart of Wnen's
Hi story Month.

So this Wnen's History Month, |et
us reconmt to persisting in the face of sexism
and in the face of injustice. W owe it to our
daught ers and our granddaughters to show t hem
t hat when wonmen refuse to back down, we can
acconplish so many things. And that's why "And
Yet She Persisted" is a good thing, because
invariably it noves our society forward.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank

you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.
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Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

And it's apropos and fitting that |
get a chance to sit in this chair and | get to
sit next to ny |eader.

And the thene of what I'"mgoing to
say today is "Representation matters."” It
matters that we have a wonan | eadi ng our
conf erence.

l"mgoing to start out with a quote
fromWE. B. Du Bois: "There is no force equal to
a worman determned to rise.” And | can say that
as a father of two ammzing young girls, G ada and
Carina, and as the husband of the 99 percent
better -- not ny better half, she's 99 percent
better than | am-- ny wife, G amara.

| understand that they say that
"Behind every great man is a great woman."

That's never been the case, because a wonman
doesn't belong behind nme; at the very | east,
she's to nmy side. And nost of the times she's in
front of me, preventing me from doi ng sonet hi ng
dunb.

Representation matters, folKks.
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Representation nmatters because ny 3-year-old,

G ada, she cane to ne one day and | told her

had a doctor's appointnent and | told her the
doctor's nanme. She said, "Daddy, that's a boy.
Boys can't be doctors.” "Wy, G ada?" "Well,
Doc McStuffins is a doctor, and ny doctor,

Dr. Gagne, she's a doctor. So boys can't be
doctors. Al | knowis that girls are doctors.”

And it may seemsinple and silly,
but for a 3-year-old to understand that she can
be sonething like that is anazing to ne, as a
father and as a public servant.

Representation natters because it's
mattered all my life. | nentioned ny wife and ny
daughters. MW nom | would not be here w thout
her. M grandnothers, | would not be here,
literally, without them But not just literally,
but the life | essons that they've taught nme about
how -- treat others as you would want others to
treat your nother and treat your grandnother, and
live by those rules.

You know, here in the Legislature
we -- as legislators, we have to rely on our
staff to do what we do. Behind every great

| egislator is an even better staff. And the
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majority of ny staff -- spoiler alert -- are
wonen. They do an amazi ng job maki ng sure that

| "' mwhere |I'm supposed to be, that |I'm doi ng what
| " m supposed to get done, and that | amable to
represent the residents of ny district ably.

Representation natters. | was
honored a coupl e of weeks ago at an event with
sonebody that | didn't even believe |I should have
been in the sane roomas: Tonya Boyd, the first
African- Areri can wonan to be the fenmal e deputy
chief in the FDNY. M/ daughter was there with
me, and | told her what she did. And gl ass
ceiling things are not only being broken, they
are being shattered by wonen |i ke Tonya Boyd.

They' re being shattered by wonen
like Darcel Cark, the first African-Anerican
wonman to serve as a district attorney in the
State of New York.

But it's not just those fol ks who
serve at large positions, it's folks who are in
this very body with us. Not just Senator
Stewart - Cousi ns, who was our great |eader, but
Senat or Liz Krueger, Senator Toby Stavisky,
Senat or Vel nanette Mont gonery, Senator Roxanne

Per saud, Senator Marisol Al cantara, Senator D ane
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Savi no.

And Senat or Cathy Young, who al ong
wi th Senator Liz Krueger and Assenbl ynenber
Hel ene Weinstein are a new ki nd of
t hree-wonen-in-the-room During the budget
hearings they sit through and sift through so
much testinmony. And | have to nake sure that
it's not a partisan issue, that ny coll eagues on
the other side of the aisle, you re acconplishing
great things as wonen from your conmunities as
wel | .

It's about Betty Rosa, Dr. Betty
Rosa, the chancellor of the Regents. [It's about
Judge Jenny Rivera, ny |aw school professor who
taught me a | ot about the law but | also net ny
wife in her seminar, so | owe her a |ot nore than
just a | aw degree.

It's about father-daughter duos.
And ny wi fe was speaki ng about sonething on our
way hone fromthe Sonpbs el Futuro conference the
ot her day, and she said, "You know, there aren't
many f at her-daughter duos in the Legislature.
You know, | see a lot of father-son.” And |
said, "Well, Senator G ada Bailey. If ny

daughter has anything to do with it, she'll be up
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here soon one day."

John Mayer once said "Fathers, be
good to your daughters.” But it's inportant to
be good to not just our daughters, we have to be
good to all of the wonen in our conmunity. |
referenced Tupac yesterday, so | mght as well do
it again. The sanme exact song, in "Keep Ya Head
Up," he said, you know, we have to -- you know,
keep your head up and, you know, it's funny, when
it rains it pours. But that's not the inportant
part about the piece that I'mgetting to. |
m ght get back to that one in a second, because |
forgot that portion.

But ny daughter G ada, she has a
shirt that | love, and it's amazing. She has a
shirt that says: "I'ma girl. Wat's your
superpower?" And the fact that that shirt exists
today is amazing. The fact that that shirt is
not only on ny daughter, it's on probably a
hundred ot her people, because, you know, we
probably got it froma big chain store or
something like that. But the fact that you can
know what -- "I'ma girl, what's your

super power, " the nmessage that that sends,

M. President, is remarkabl e.
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Thank you.
"And since we all cane froma wonman

got our nane froma woman and our gane froma

wonman, | wonder why we take from our wonen, why
we rape our worren, do we hate our wonmen? | think
it's tinme to kill for our wonen, tine to heal our

wonen, be real to our wonen. And if we don't,
we'll have a race of babies that hate the | adi es
that make the babies. And since a man can't nake

one, he has no right to tell a woman when and

where to create one. So will the real nen get
up? | know you're fed up, |adies, but keep your
head up."

And for some, time's up, but for
others, it's your tinme.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Seei ng and hearing no other menbers
wi shing to be heard, Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins would Iike to open this
resolution up for cosponsorship. |[|f a nmenber
woul d Iike to be a cosponsor, they should notify

t he desk.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: So this
resolution is in fact open for cosponsorship.

Al nmenbers are going to be |isted as cosponsors.
| f you wish not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: | believe there
is a previously adopted resol ution by Senat or
Breslin, Number 3351, at the desk. | ask that
the title be read only and to call on Senator
Breslin to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read the title only.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3351, by Senator Breslin,
congratulating the Troy Varsity Football Team and
Coach Bob Burns upon the occasion of capturing
the 2017 New York State Public H gh Schoo
Athletic Association C ass AA Foot bal
Chanpi onshi p on Novenber 26, 2017.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And wel come, Troy Hi gh School
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Football Team who waited patiently, but you've
heard a | ot about the Irish.

And if you don't know, Troy has one
of the greatest historical parts in Irish
history. At one tinme it had nore per-capita
Irish than any city in the country.

And then when we tal k about wonen,
Kate Mil | aney, back in the 19th century, started
the first union of the Troy shirt nmanufacturing
wor kers and now has a hone in Troy naned after
her that's on the federal |andnarks.

But nore inportantly, or as
importantly, Troy football and what they've done.
Little Troy. And they were -- if we don't know,
there are D schools, there are B schools, C
schools, A schools and AA. And it really -- you
know, it's the size of the school.

And Troy | ast year went froman Ato
a AA.  And generally when you nove up in class,
you nove down in wins because you're conpeting
with better teans. Not Troy Hi gh School. Troy
Hi gh School went up to a AA | ast year and
proceeded to win all 13 ganmes |ast year and be
t he nunber-one ranked teamin the State of

New Yor k.
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So they enter this past year with a
mark on their back. Everybody's | ooking out to
beat Troy Hi gh School. D dn't happen. Troy High
School won an additional 13 ganmes, to again be
the state chanpions -- the first teamin the
hi story of New York to win consecutive state
titles. A pretty great acconplishnent.

And | was joyed to be able to watch
several ganes and see the anmazi ng cohesi veness of
not only your offense but your defense, and the
remar kabl e coaching job that was done. And when
| think of your team |ed by Joey Ward, who cane
from | mght add -- transferred froma school in
Al bany, where | live -- and Dev Hol nes is going
to be around here to be a great success at the
University at Al bany. It's a phenonenal bal
club, led by Bob Burns, who sits up there, the
head coach

And I'd be remiss if | didn't
nmenti on others, sonme of whom|'ve known for
years: Mke Grasso, JimCanfield, Mark Gl uski,
Sam Marro, Pat Haggerty, Matt Marsh -- a
phenonenal conbi nati on of coaches. And | know by
talking to some of the players how you respect

what they have done for you.
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And you have now cone to the
pi nnacl e of state high school football, sonething
that you can be justifiably proud of, to nake a
difference and bring Troy to the forefront of
athletics in the State of New York. | salute
each and every one of you. And your future is
positive, your future is bright.

And if | didn't nmention himbefore,
Joey Casale -- | waited, because you have
relationships in the State Legislature. Pat
Casal e was a dear friend, a nenber of the
Assenbly, who's retired. The Casale famly nane,
t hroughout Troy, is renowned. And if | |ooked
through, and | did, there are so many ot hers who
have histories with Troy.

So | salute you for again being
state chanmpions. And | worry about next year
only because there's the talk of going down to
Cl ass A again because of size. Because you've
denonstrated you bel ong at the highest |evels of
state football in the State of New York, and you
bel ong at that level. To go down one because of
your popul ation size would be a bad situation for
t he kids you pl ay.

So keep it up. You' ve set the
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tradition, you' ve set what is inportant, and

you' ve done it as student-athletes who nake the
entire Capital District and the State of New York
proud of you.

| salute you. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Breslin, thank you.

To the Troy Football Team and Coach
Burns -- excuse ne. |'msorry. Senator
Mar chi one. My apol ogi es.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to salute the Troy team as
well. And certainly Senator Breslin has said
j ust about every wonderful thing that can be said
about this football team about their coach, Bob
Bur ns.

But | just would like to add ny
congratulations to all of you. This team as
you' ve heard through Senator Breslin, is
talented, incredible athletes, and they exenplify
t he dedi cati on and determ nation and teamwork
that their school has been exhi biting.

Congratul ations. This is the second

year in a row, that is an amazing feat. And
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just want to add my congratul ations to each and
every one of you. M thanks to your coach, who |
understand is an anazi ng coach and a trenendous
human being. So congratul ations to each and
every one of you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Marchione.

To Coach Burns and the entire team
on behalf of the New York State Senate, we
congratul ate you on all of your acconplishnents
and all of your teamnorKk.

And if everybody could pl ease rise
and acknow edge the team and t he coaches.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: W of
course extend all the privileges and the
courtesies of this great house to all of you.
Thank you.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATCR RI TCHI E: Senator Breslin
woul d Iike to open this resolution up for
cosponsorship. If a menber would like to be a
cosponsor, they should notify the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The

resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you
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wi sh to be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: There bei ng no
further business, | nove that we adjourn until
Monday, March 19th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 19th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:24 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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