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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO In the
absence of clergy today, | ask that we all bow
our heads in a nonment of silent prayer and
reflection as we recall Psalm 34:18: "The Lord
is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit."”

| ask that we all now bow our heads
in a nmoment of honor and renenbrance to those
who di ed at Parkland H gh School and all others
who have suffered the loss of Iife through
vi ol ence. Pl ease bow your heads and continue to
stand in silent renenbrance and tri bute.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
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Tuesday, March 13th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, March 12th,

was read and approved. On notion, Senate

adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal will stand approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO:
M. President, on page 19 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 293, Senate Print 5982,
by Senator Jacobs, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on third reading.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Wul d you
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recogni ze Senator Val esky, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Hamlton, |
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 578,
Senate Bill 5454A, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on third reading.

SENATCR VALESKY: And al so on
behal f of Senator Ham |ton, | nove that
Bill 7918 be discharged fromits respective
conmmttee and be reconmtted with instructions

to strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. It is so
or der ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO If we can
stand at ease for -- nonents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will stand tenporarily at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
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ease at 1:19 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
1:22 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, would
you pl ease recogni ze Senat or Stewart - Cousi ns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Can
have sone order in the house, please.

Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse ne,
Senat or Stewart-Cousins. | apologize, | should
have first called up the resolution

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Ckay.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Can we pl ease
call up the resolution that's on for
consi derati on today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate is in order, and the Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on Nunber
4168, by Senator Flanagan, in response to the

2018- 2019 Executive Budget subm ssion
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(Legislative Bills 7500B, 7503B, 7504B, 7505B,
7506A, 7507B, 7508B and 7509B) to be adopted as
| egi sl ati on expressing the position of the

New York State Senate relating to the 2018-2019
New Yor k State Budget.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Now,

M. President, would you please call up Senator
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
again, M. President.

So we sit here today just about two
weeks before our budget is due. And I think we
all know that this will be a very |long two weeks.
The reality is the State Budget has becone nore
than a fiscal docunent, it has becone a policy
docunent. It is the main tool that our state
government uses to advance policies.

And this docunent offers a stark
contrast between the Denocrats and the
Republ i cans. The alternative offered by the
Senat e Republicans sinply does not tackle the
i ssues facing our state and really shows in many

ways how out of step with the rest of the state
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you' ve becone.

M. President, as we sit here today,
just hours after students here in this state and
across the nation stood together and said, Enough
i s enough -- enough with the nass shooti ngs,
enough of gun violence. They' re demanding from
us real solutions. And yet this docunment does
not hing to address the proliferation of guns and
t he grow ng nunbers of nass shootings. | have to
say, frankly, it's m nd-boggling and sends the
absol ute wong nessage.

Yet again, Al bany is rocked by
anot her scandal, and this docunent does nothi ng
to address ethics. Yet the majority of people as
we know and all of us agree, the majority of
peopl e in governnent work, work hard, we do the
right thing. But it really doesn't nean that
this body can sit back and do not hi ng.

The budget plan al so does not hi ng
about our abysnal voting participation rates.

The resolution fails to properly address the tax
crisis that the Trunp adm nistration has created
with their crazy tax schenme. The resolution
fails to adequately fund our schools and once

agai n favors charter schools over public schools.
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This plan doesn't include the Child
Victinms Act and justice for so many survivors.

M. President, let's be clear. A passing nention
is really not enough. W need real action and a
real plan.

This plan once agai n | eaves our
Dreaners behind, and it doesn't include the DREAM
Act. The plan doesn't adequately deal with the
growing infrastructure crisis, especially our
crunbling MIA. The plan doesn't deal with the
crisis that's facing NYCHA, doesn't deal with our
shrinki ng af f ordabl e housi ng mar ket across the
state. The plan doesn't deal with so nany
i mportant issues involving wonen's health and
including finally codifying choice in our State
Constitution.

This plan once again continues to
ignore the LABTQ comunity and even rejects the
proposal to outlaw the use of gay or trans panic
as defense for nurder.

This plan does nothing to fix our
crimnal justice system W need to end cash
bail. W need to ensure New Yorkers' rights to a
speedy trial, to halt the unconstitutional and

| engthy incarceration of our citizens while they
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await justice.

This plan doesn't even recogni ze
New York's need to do nore to protect our
envi ronnment and water supply in the face of the
president and his allies' deregulations and
climate change deni al .

The stakes for New Yorkers have
never been higher. And the Republicans' budget
pl an sinply does not address the nmany needs of
our constituents.

We have the ability to pass a sound
fiscal docunment and stand up for New Yorkers and
our constituents' rights. | urge all of ny
col | eagues to appreciate that fact and, over the
com ng weeks, work towards that end. Know that
the Senate Denocrats will continue to advocate
for our plans to be included in the final State
Budget, because New Yorkers deserve better than
what is being presented and will ultinmately, |
assume, pass today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Wul d you
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pl ease now call on Senator Klein.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President. Thank you very nuch.

This is certainly, as was said by
Senat or Cousins, the start of the budget
marathon. This is our ability in the State
Senate to put forth a one-house budget resol ution
whi ch tal ks about the things that we hope to get
into the final budget. And | think the
resolution before us is sort of a good place to
begin, and it includes a |ot of what the
| ndependent Denocratic Conference has advocat ed
for for the past several nonths and sonetines the
past several years.

First, it recognizes -- finally --
that we owe a debt to the 400, 000 residents of
NYCHA.  You know, over the years nyself and ny
col | eagues in the I DC have done nunerous reports
showi ng that there's problens with | ead and nol d
and faulty boilers. Unfortunately, every tinme we
pass what | think was the real reformthat was
needed, an independent nonitor, unfortunately, it

never made it into the budget nor it never passed
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t he Assenbly.

But | think the time to act is now,
because | think what we've seen -- which I think
everyone will agree upon -- that NYCHA is truly
the worst landlord in the Gty of New York

So in this docunent it contains a
state independent nonitor, which will actually
make sure the noney is spent quickly and w sely,
the over $300 mllion that we advocated in
previ ous years and was actually put into the
budget. W also give the Gty Council, for the
first time, oversight over NYCHA. W open up the
311 programin the Gty of New York to NYCHA
tenants to make sure they get their conplaints
done in an expedited fashion. W also include
desi gn-buil d | anguage to expedite the repairs for
NYCHA.

W also require a bill that was just
passed the other day by Senator Savino to nake
sure that individuals who are doing nold
remedi ation actually are licensed, |ike everybody
el se has to do except if you work for NYCHA

W al so make sure that we have a
subway system and a mass transit systemin the

City of New York that actually serves conmuters.
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W all know about the Summer of Hell. W have to
make sure that every season afterwards aren't al
seasons of hell.

We put forth again a solution where
we make sure that while the state pays 50 percent
of the $840 mllion plan to make very needed
repairs, that the city cones up with their fair
share, the other 50 percent. You know, the tinme
for finger pointing and the back-and-forth has to
end. Because every day we don't do sonething for
our mass transit system it's only the commuters
that actually suffer.

W also for the first tinme have our
Hone Stability Support program which | think is
a maj or step in ending our honel ess problem
especially in the Cty of New York and sone of
our other large cities.

You know, in the Gty of New York
the solution for nmany, many years has been to
turn hotels and notels into honel ess shelters.
Most of themare in horrible condition. Mst of
t hem are payi ng anywhere from $400 to $500 a
ni ght, on average, to house a honeless famly --
i nstead of turning around, taking that noney and

putting it towards increasing the voucher
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al | owance.

You know, the way we end the
honel ess problemis by keeping people in their
homes, nmaking sure they don't get evicted, making
sure they have the rent to pay to live in their
own homes, not in some seedy notel, not in sone
honel ess shelter that's |less than safe. So |
think this programis going to go a | ong way
towards really helping to alleviate our honel ess
probl em

We al so advance | egi sl ation which
|"ve carried for sone tine, again, naking sure
t hat anyone who is actually in a honel ess shelter
is safe and secure, nmking sure that dangerous
sexual predators aren't living in famly
shelters. You know, every year we put out a |ist
and every year that |ist keeps growing. W have
danger ous sexual predators living in honel ess
shelters with fam|lies, exposed to their Kkids
each and every day.

We all know that we're not doing the
same thing when it cones to our school ki ds,
because we have a 1,000-foot rule: No dangerous
sexual predator can live within a thousand feet

of a school. Well, why is that sane individual
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allowed to live in a honel ess shelter?

| want to al so conmend Senat or
Fl anagan and t he Republican Conference because
this is the first time that this house is saying
yes, they will discuss noving forward voter
reform things like early voting, no-excuse
absentee voting. It also includes |anguage to
start the discussion on crimnal justice reform
such as bail reform speedy trial requirenents,
and automatic di scovery.

But again, with every docunent that
has so nmany positives, there's also things that |
believe are extrenely inportant that we need to
get done. You know, as was said earlier, it's
supposed to be a budget docunent, but over the
years this budget has becone a policy docunent.
It's okay with ne, because | think we got a | ot
of great policies over the years like paid famly
| eave, like a $15 m ni mum wage, |ike marriage
equality.

But at the sane tinme, | think noving
forward it becones even nore inportant this year
that we take care of the 42,000 Dreaners, we nake
sure that every wonman in the state has a right to

choose what they want to do with their own
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bodies. And at the sane tinme | think, even
though | think and | believe and |I'mvery proud
of the fact that | was the sponsor of the SAFE
Act in the State Senate, the toughest gun law in
t he nation, which bans assault weapons, bans

hi gh- capacity nmagazi nes, nakes sure to get guns
out of the hands of the nmentally ill -- we stil
need to do | think a little nore.

And Senator Savino has a bill which
al nost is identical to what the Governor proposed
in his budget, which would take weapons out of
t he hands of those convicted of domestic
vi ol ence.

So again, as | said, we're alnost at
the finish line, and | hope we get these other
t hi ngs done which are so inportant to al
New Yor kers before we actually go over that
finish line,

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Klein.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

| want to thank all of ny
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col l eagues. This is a special day. As you know,
we are passing the Senate's one-house budget
resolution. And our one-house budget is a
responsi bl e spendi ng plan that pronotes
affordability, opportunity and security.

Crafted with input fromboth
Republ i cans and Denocrats, it should serve as a
bl ueprint for creation of a better budget and a
stronger, safer and nore prosperous New York
St at e.

We have several categories that we
have focused on, and the first has to do,

M. President, with affordability. W reject
every single one of the new taxes and fees
proposed by the Governor, totaling $1 billion,
including a new tax on Internet purchases and new
DW f ees.

New Yor kers al ready pay nore than
enough in taxes. They're in fact drowning in
taxes, in nmany cases, and they need and deserve
to have tax relief. This Senate budget plan does
t hat .

We decoupl e the state and federal
tax codes. This is inportant |egislation that

Senat or Fel der put forward previously that we
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passed. But we decouple the state and federal
tax codes to prevent New Yorkers fromtaking a
$1.5 billion state tax hit as a result of the

recent federal tax changes.

W make the property tax cap
permanent to provide certainty for homeowners and
seniors, and also to build on the $23 billion
t hat taxpayers have al ready saved fromthis
historic reformthat was won by Senate
Republ i cans.

Since property taxes are a top
obstacle to affordability, we extend the property
tax rebate check and reject the Governor's cap on
STAR benefits, so that every taxpayer gets all of
the relief that they deserve. And we begin the
process of phasing out property taxes altogether
for seniors, so that they can afford to live in
New Yor k and not have to | eave New York

Unli ke sone in Al bany, we recognize
you do not bal ance the budget by raising taxes,
you do it by controlling spending. And so with
this budget, for the eighth year in a row we
adhere to the self-inposed spending cap to
mai ntain fiscal discipline and to protect

t axpayers. This has saved taxpayers billions of
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dol lars since 2011. W believe that it's tine to
wite the spending cap into |law so that the state
always lives within its means and never again
spends nore than what the taxpayers can afford.

We cut taxes for small businesses so
that they can use the savings to grow and create
t housands of jobs for workers. And that's what
every famly needs, M. President. Every famly
needs to have good- payi ng j obs.

We advance a conprehensive
regul atory reform package to cut red tape and
elimnate regul ations that are unnecessary and
duplicative and prevent businesses from
succeedi ng and growi ng. This package curtails
t he overuse of energency regul ati ons, nakes
i nprovenents to job inpact assessnents of
proposed regul ati ons, establishes a snall
busi ness liaison in each state agency, which is
very inportant, and provides for review of
unfunded nandates on | ocal governments, anong
ot her reforns.

We actually end the START-UP NY
programthat was created by the Governor, because
it has not worked. And we actually, under our

plan, redirect $44.5 mllion in advertising noney
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toinitiatives that we know do work. W need a
smarter, nore conprehensive econom ¢ devel opnent
strategy that focuses on | ower taxes, |ower
energy costs, less regulation and creation of a
nor e hospitabl e environnment for businesses.

We provide record funding for | ocal
school s, an increase of $1 billion over | ast
year. And to ensure every child has access to a
first-class education and the opportunity that
comes with that education, we provide nore
funding for nonpublic and charter schools.

We provide $35 mllion to reverse a
proposed cut to Bundy Aid to colleges in the
Executive Budget, so that students can gain
access to financial aid, so that they can have
t he dream of being successful and going to
coll ege so that they can be successful in life.

W increase capital funding for SUNY
by $255 million and CUNY by $55 million, and
advance a five-year capital plan for both so that
t hey can nmake new i nvestnents for the future.

We increase inconme thresholds to
hel p nore New Yorkers who are struggling with the
hi gh cost of higher education, and we protect

t axpayer dollars frombeing used to give free
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college tuition to people who are here illegally.

W restore nore than $10 million of
t he Governor's proposed agriculture cuts -- very
i nportant to our econony across the state -- and
provide an additional $5 mllion to support the
state's nunber-one industry.

W al so advance key el enents of the
conference's Gowing Strong plan to boost
agriculture, protect famly farnms, and create new
j obs.

We al so have a | ot of neasures under
the category of security. For exanple, we nake
new i nvestments to ensure that our schools are as
safe as possible so teachers can teach and
students can learn, starting with a provision to
allow districts to put in place an armed resource
officer, fully aidable, at their option.

We create a school services nenta
heal th coordi nator programto identify, address
and report issues of nental health before a
situation escalates or a tragedy occurs. To
i ncrease readi ness, we require schools to conduct
at |east two active shooter drills every year.

And we propose the | argest-ever

state commtment, $265 mllion, to address the
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heroin and opioid crisis and to get individuals
the treatnment that they need and deserve. Senate
Republ i cans have led on this issue, first
creating a joint Senate task force and then
delivering record funding to support prevention,
expand treatnent, and encourage recovery.

The spi ke in the nunber of overdose
deaths called by fentanyl and its anal ogs is of
particul ar concern, and we are advanci ng a
conprehensi ve package in the budget to address
this problemand other related i ssues. As |ong
as this need is great, our fight will continue.

We provide new funds to accel erate
t he cl eanup and recovery for comunities
surroundi ng Lake Ontario. | know this is very
i nportant to our nenbers, who have led on this
i ssue. These conmunities were devastated by | ast
year's flooding, and we take meani ngful steps to
ensure residents and busi nesses are better
prepared next tine. And unfortunately, ny
col | eagues, | do believe there will be a next
time.

The Senate provides $1.2 mllion in
addi tional resources, an increase of $800, 000

over current funding |levels, to support
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initiatives and recomendati ons of the Senate
Task Force on Lynme and Tick-Borne Disease. W
have Senator Serino, Senator Anedore, several of
our coll eagues who have also | ed on this very,
very critical issue that has affected so many
peopl e's health across the state.

The Senate provides $10 million in
funding for 21st-century counterterrorism
technol ogy, to secure public areas and air space.
And as part of the Senate budget resolution, we
affirmour strong support for amendnents to both
the civil and crimnal statutes of limtations to
further protect children from dangerous sexual
predat ors.

And finally, M. President, we
i ncl ude our sweepi ng sexual harassnment
| egislation that we just passed this week that
will protect every New Yorker

When it all boils down, we wll have
spent a lot of time negotiating, debating,
di sagreei ng, agreeing as we go through this
process. And while we do that, we need to al ways
keep at the forefront what this budget is really
about. And this budget is about people. It's

about the people in the state. [It's about naking
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people's lives better.

And | ook forward to working with
all of our colleagues to cone to a final budget,
on tinme, that inproves the lives of people and
gi ves every New Yorker the opportunity to
succeed.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Young.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

| f the sponsor would please yield to
some questions.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Young Vi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

In the sponsor's presentation she
stated that the Republican one-house budget
resol ution before us reduces or rejects
$1 billion of the Governor's revenue proposals.
But 1'mlooking at the financial plan, and it
only shows a reduction of $511 mllion. So |I'm

wondering where the other half a billion is.
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SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, we do reject all -- every single
tax and fee increase that was proposed by the
Governor. There are revenues from for exanple,
t he conversion of Fidelis to Centene. Those are
included in there. So we found other revenues or
kept sone of the revenues that were under the
Governor's pl an.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | believe the
Governor's budget projected a billion fromthe
Fi del i s-Centene plan. How nuch does your
proposal project?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, Senator Krueger, that
figure is not correct. The Governor's proposal
actually had $750 million included fromthe
conver si on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct. You're

right.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1084

SENATOR YOUNG We reduced that by
$250 million. Right now ! believe that there are
di scussi ons underway regardi ng that issue. They
are not concluded yet. So we felt that it would
be prudent to still keep the funding in there but
reduce it by $250 mllion.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay. So through
you, M. President. You know, there are so nany
interesting things to discuss. | wll just
hi ghlight, this package shows tax relief of tax
increase rejections of $511 mllion, not a
billion. But it's not as interesting as many of
t he other issues.

Through you, M. President, to
continue. |If the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So just to clarify, the Republicans
have rejected the possible revenue fromcarried
interest |oophole. That's correct?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Yes, as | said, we've rejected

every tax and fee increase that was proposed by
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t he Governor.

And the reason that we did that is
that we want to give taxpayers real relief. And
we feel raising taxes in New York State will
pl ace a heavi er burden on the people of this
state, destroy jobs. W already have had too
many people | eave the state because of the heavy
tax burden. W are looking to cut taxes, not
i ncrease taxes, because that's the positive thing
to do.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Excuse ne,

M. President. | was just conferring.

You know, | want to thank the
sponsor for her answers, but | would like to
speak on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Krueger on the bill -- on the resolution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: On the
resol uti on, excuse ne.

So yes, she made a full presentation
or a presentation of what is in this resolution.
| just want to highlight that froma revenue
perspective, inposing Internet fairness is not a
new tax. It actually is required already under

| aw t hat when you buy sonething on the |nternet
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and you don't pay sales tax at the tinme of

pur chase, you're supposed to pay it when you file
your state taxes. Unfortunately, that's not what
happens. So we have unfairness where

bri cks-and-nortar stores have to nake sure they
collect and pay their sales tax, and Internet
provi ders get an unfair advantage.

So it would generate revenue we're
supposed to be entitled to in this state, and
actually the federal data shows it could be
billions of dollars, but we just sinply don't
collect it. That's not a newtax, it's a fair
and equitable collection of taxes that we don't
yet have.

W also -- they reject the changes
to ESCGCs, both collection of taxes and actually
keeping the limtations on these energy service
conpani es that are actually charging us, as
consuners, far nore than utilities. And so it's
tragic, in nmy opinion, that this resolution
rejects the positive changes that have been
proposed to protect consuners fromthe ESCO
conpani es around the state that are in fact
dr ai ni ng our bank accounts wi thout our realizing

it when we sign up for them Sonetinmes we don't
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even know we signed up, we just see our energy
bills going up

There are so many things in this
resolution that are bad for New Yorkers. And it
is about the people. | conpletely agree with
Senat or Young when she tal ked about this budget,
it's about the people.

So to highlight, one of the
proposal s that has been rejected fromthe
Governor's budget is the requirenent to |icense
and regul ate student | oan servicers.

For peopl e who don't know, New York
State's student |oan debt -- alone, just in
New York -- has nore than doubl ed during the |ast
decade, growing to $82 billion, $82 billion in
student | oan debt in our state. And our student
| oan servicers, the primary |links between | enders
and borrowers, have the power to either help
borrowers remain current on their account or
allow themto default.

They al so can direct what kind of
| oans you get directed to. And the research
shows that they are directing themto the
hi ghest -cost | oans instead of the |owest-cost

| oans. So they are helping to create an enornous
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student debt crisis, and they don't have any
obligation to help resolve it or prevent it from
happening in the first place.

And finally, finally in the
Governor's budget proposal he has sone excel |l ent
| anguage to license and regul ate student | oan
servicers. W license and regul ate nortgages
after we had a nortgage crisis, and yet we don't
recogni ze we have a student | oan debt crisis.

But we're choosing not, in this resolution, to
of fer the sane protections to our students facing
billions of dollars of debt.

We al so, just to highlight -- and |
know t hat sone of ny coll eagues will be speaking
in nore depth, so I'll be just highlighting --
that we fail to extend the sunset provision on
the state's MABE program for five years. So it's
a fascinating question what happens if we do away
with MABE in the State of New York. And
unfortunately, we nake the decision in the
Republican resolution to allow it to sunset.

The Republican resolution has al so
created new funding streans for charter schools,
but it's not exactly clear what the noney will go

for. So there's a |line discussing $150 mllion
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nore for charter schools to be paid out in April
May, June of 2018, but there's no detail about
who gets it or why, and what's the justification
for the distribution, or how that decision has
been made.

It is also elimnating the limt the
state has had on the nunmber of charter schools in
the State of New York

It also, in this resolution, goes
into quite a bit of detail about trying to
protect our schools from dangerous firearns, but
it alnost identically parallels the one-house
bills we debated here the other day where, just
to point out and refresh our nenories, none of
t he proposal actually reduces the nunmber of guns
that are available to young people, and so it's
seriously questionable howit's going to help us.

In energy, which is one of the
crucial issues facing us in the state, both the
cost of energy and the kind of energy and
envi ronnment al conservation we have, it rejects
NYSERDA bei ng abl e to expand renewabl e ener gy
options. It actually limts whether the state's
Power Authority can create cleaner, nore

renewabl e sources of energy. And if they -- it's
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alittle confusing, because in one place it says
they can't do it at all and in another place it
says if they do it, they have to do it at a far

| esser cost per kilowatt hour than existing
energy that mght be dirty energy.

That's not how we address the future
of our energy needs or our environnental needs.
So it actually pushes us backwards on climte
change and our carbon footprint. And | just
don't understand why anyone in the 21st century
woul d be wanting to go backward on these critica
i ssues.

It al so accepts, which I do not
support, the CGovernor's sweep of RGA for
$23 mllion.

And whil e sonmebody may or nay not
di scuss the changes in hunting | aw, which do seem
a small itemin a resolution this large, it
all ows you to shoot a bow or to hunt across a
hi ghway. Just think about it. | am hoping that
t he | anguage includes you have to aimvery high
when shooting across a highway. Just a thought.

Good government and ethics. It's
not here. They took it out. You m ght agree or

di sagree with any nunber of the Governor's
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proposals -- | know that | have col |l eagues who
are going to speak about that. But it just takes
it away.

It also rejects the $7 million in
funding to assure that we could have early voting
inthis state. Seven mllion dollars. It
doesn't seemlike that nuch, but it's enough to
ensure that our counties actually can inplenent
early voting to increase the possibilities of
peopl e being able to vote while it's conpeting
with their need to work and their childcare and,
in sone areas, having incredibly Iong |ines when
you try to vote all at once on one day.

In healthcare, it accepts the
di sconti nuance of the cost-of-1living adjustnents
for DOH providers. These are the front-1ine nen
and wonen who do the hardest work in our state,
provi ding care and services for famly pl anning,
school - based heal th progranms, chronic di sease
progranms, WC and maternal and child health
progranms. They didn't get COLAs when others did,
we need to ensure that they do, and this would
di sconti nue that opportunity.

It also rejects the extension of

Medi cai d prescription drug caps, which are
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expiring in 2019, which can drive up the cost of
prescriptions for our poorest residents in

New York. That's not good for anyone. When
people can't afford their drugs, they get sicker
and they can be a public health risk to the rest
of us. So | do not understand the decision to
make that kind of rejection fromthe Governor's
budget proposal .

As | believe was nentioned by ny
| eader, there's a rejection of funding for the
DREAM Act for our college students. It also
rejects inportant opportunity program funds that
hel p sone of our | owest-inconme students be our
nost successful students in our public
universities. | know | have a coll eague who will
be speaki ng about that.

There's a lot to be said about
housi ng and NYCHA. Let nme just say we all are
concerned enornously. The Senate Denocrats
proposed a $500 million infusion into NYCHA. The
Senat e Republ i cans have proposed zero infusion of
noney to hel p NYCHA and NYCHA tenants.

They again, as always, reject the
funding for the Tenant Protection Unit. Thank

goodness it continues anyway each year, even

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1093

t hough they always reject that. GCee, it sounds
horrible, "protect tenants.” | heard soneone
speak about the inportance of ensuring we do
somet hi ng about preventing people from |l osing

t heir hones and becom ng honel ess. Wat a shane
that we also fight against having the staff to do
exactly that in the state's housi ng agency.

I n human services, they reject the
Governor's proposal to provide fair treatnent for
rent supplenents for people with H V/ Al DS outsi de
of the City of New York. W already do the right
thing in the Gty of New York. But why, if
you're living with AIDS and are | owi ncone,
shoul d you have to not be provided the sane
services and rental assistance outside of the
City of New York?

To continue, there are so many
things that are m ssing or have been renoved from
this resolution that were in the Governor's
budget proposal .

|"msorry, I"'mjust -- it rejects
t he Governor's proposal for civil asset
forfeiture, which is a fundanental reform we need
in our crimnal justice system

It also rejects the Child Victins
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Act. Yet again, another year we're not going to
address the needs of victinms of sexual and

physi cal abuse by adults in positions of power.
How nmany decades will New York State be out of

t he norm of protecting our young people fromthis
kind of abuse? |It's just breathtaking to ne that
we have again renoved this proposal for
consi der at i on.

It al so does not address -- in fact,
entirely elimnates -- proposals for speedy trial
reform for bail reform for discovery reform
W all like to talk about why we need to do
crimnal justice reforms. W all like to talk
about wanting to close Ri kers sooner than | ater.
None of that happens unless you' re doing the
ki nds of reforns that were cut out of this
resol ution.

W elimnate geriatric parole.

El derly people in our prisons who all the
research shows are beyond the age where they will
continue to conmt crimes, costing the State of
New York far, far nore than the nornmal prison
costs, but we won't consider geriatric parole.

Al right, | tal ked about taxes.

Transportation. GCh. So sonme of us live in the
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12-county region that the MIA is responsible for
mass transit in. And those of who live there
have a litany of conplaints and probl ens because
of the inadequacy of the MIA.  You woul d think
there m ght be sone new nbney or sone new
solutions for the MTA within the budget
resolution. One mght not |ike some of the
Governor's proposals -- | don't actually like al
t he Governor's proposals -- but you'd think there
woul d be alternative proposals. There are not.
The Republican resolution sinply basically
i gnores anything going on in the MIA 12-county
region, which is nore than a little disturbing
for the half of the state's population that |ive
in those counties and need a solution to our mass
transit probl ens.

The Wnen's Agenda of the Governor.
It's basically rejecting or ignoring any of the
proposals in the Wnen's Agenda. |In fact, it
doesn't even include the sexual harassnent
| anguage that was in Senator Young's bill the
other day. And | stood on this floor and
expl ai ned why that didn't go far enough, but we
needed to nove forward. But we seemto have

dropped out any proposal or |anguage or clarity
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about what shoul d be done about the very serious
probl ems with sexual harassnent.

W seemto have thrown out the
| anguage to expand and protect reproductive
rights for the nmen and wonen of this state.
had a discussion with one of ny coll eagues
yesterday who assured ne, "W're all protecting
wonen al ready. There are no problens."” Yes, the
problens remain. W' re not protecting all wonen
t hank you so much

But the Governor's proposal s that
were rejected in this resolution take a step in
the right direction, even if | would like it to
go further. But apparently, if | were to vote
for this resolution, | would be saying that |I'm
rejecting any changes for wonmen in our state in
policy, and that's conpl etely unacceptabl e.

You know, |'m going to now give nany
of ny coll eagues an opportunity to highlight and
reinforce issues that they are particularly
concerned about. And then, with M. President's
permssion, if there is still time left at the
end, | will continue.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
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you, Senator Krueger. And we will keep that in
m nd, based on the tinme allocations.

Senat or Kam nsky.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you.

WI1l the resolution sponsor yield
for sone questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young vyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, can the Senator please tell us
what ethics reforns, if any, are in the
resol uti on?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, I1'd like to read the section that
deal s with good government and ethics reform

Under the Article VII proposal, the
Senate wi |l consider nodifications of the
Executive Article VI1 entitled "Good CGover nment
and Ethics Reform™"™ The Senate and the Assenbly
have already acted to anend the constitution to
strip corrupt public officials convicted of

felonies of their pensions. Voters approved this
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nmeasure in Novenber, and the Legislature wll
have to act to pass a law to nake this conplete.
In addition, the Senate and the
Assenbly have al ready acted to require any nenber
of the Legislature earning nore than $5,000 in
i ncome through outside enploynent to submt a
witten request for an advisory opinion to the
Legi slative Ethics Conmm ssion to ensure the
enpl oyment is consistent with the Public Oficers
Law.
The Senate remai ns opposed to
t axpayer - funded canpai gns and does not believe
that a full-time professional |egislature best
represents this state. Taxpayers in this state
al ready are overburdened, and we know t hat
t axpayers do not want to pay for politicians
canpai gns. The Senate is open to discussing
proposal s that increase access to voting while
ensuring proper conpliance with the Election Law.
The Senate believes any voter reform
proposal nust include adequate funding for
counti es.
Further, the Senate denies the
Executive proposal to subject the Legislature and

the Legislative Ethics Commi ssion to the sane
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Freedom of I nformation Law provisions to which

t he executive agencies are subject. The

| egi sl ative process is inherently open to the
public for input, scrutiny and review, and that's
how it shoul d be.

In contrast, the public is made
awar e of many executive agency activities only
after they occur. As such, for purposes of the
Freedom of Information Law, these branches are
treated differently. This differentiation is one
that is recognized at the federal |evel as well.

In addition, with respect to the
Legi slative Ethics Commi ssion, confidentiality
encourages individuals to proactively seek ethics
gui dance. Any ethics reformrequires bal anced
and neasured actions to ensure that New Yorkers
are best served by their public officials.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Oher than |aws that have already

been enacted, are there any nmeasures in this
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resol ution that provide ethics reformand
specific ethics strictures to nmenbers of the
Legi sl ature.

SENATOR YOUNG As | just read to
you, Senator, we do say that we will be
di scussing those for the final budget.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: And will the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: | s there any
reason why they're not contained in this
docunent ?

SENATCOR YOUNG Because | think
that there are various opinions between the two
houses and the Governor, so we'll be discussing
t hose as we go through the process.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Am | correct

that the sponsor started serving in this body in
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20057

SENATCOR YOUNG That's correct.
Actual ly, on May 10, 2005, to be exact.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: And will the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: | s the sponsor
aware that since that time, 13 Senate col |l eagues
have been either convicted by a jury or pleaded
guilty after being indicted?

SENATCOR YOUNG Yes, M. President,
| ampainfully aware of that. And that's why
this body has taken very strong action.
believe that stripping corrupt politicians of
their pensions will be a deterrent.

But we actually have several pages
of refornms that we have nade since 2005, Senator.
And if you would Iike to see those | ater today, |
woul d be actually very willing to discuss those
with you.

But we have passed neasure after
nmeasure after nmeasure on ethics reform and |

believe that's why these corrupt politicians are
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getting caught, because we have taken action in
the Senate to address this issue, and we w ||
continue to have di scussi ons about what the best
next steps are as far as addressing corruption.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: It's the
Senator's contention that Senate reforns are
| eading to increased convictions of elected
officials? Am1l understanding that correctly?

SENATCOR YOUNG Yes, | believe that
we have nmade several reforns over the years to
address this issue. And like | said, we are open
to further reforns as we go along. And | | ook
forward to actually passing the |aw to nake sure
t hat people are actually stripped of their
pensions if they are convicted of corruption.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR KAM NSKY: I's there
anything in the current resolution that would
require political advertisers on social nediato
have to disclose who paid for such advertising?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | believe that's one of the itens
that is being discussed at the | eaders' table.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Is there a
reason why the Senate one-house resolution is not
in favor of such a reforn®

SENATOR YOUNG Basically | read to
you what we cover, and we do say in our
resolution that there are several outstanding
itens that will be discussed as we nove toward a
final budget.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR KAM NSKY: Can t he sponsor
tell us why there are pages and pages of
specifics in the resol ution about everything from
specific itens for OB to specific health
centers, but ethics reformor reformof social
media is not specifically laid out in this
docunent ?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, you know, on our side
of the aisle we believe that the budget should be
focused on fiscal issues. W need to have a
budget that reflects all of the fiscal needs of
New Yorkers. A lot of the policy issues we think
that the Governor included in his budget proposal
can be addressed separately.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Does the Senator
or the conference she represents understand
the -- or believe in the benefit to having nore
transparency in political ads so that voters

could know where the informati on cones from
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that's being put into their Facebook feed?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. As | said, these are outstanding
i ssues. They will be discussed as we nove
forward. W do not feel, however, that those are
budget ary i ssues.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Can t he sponsor
pl ease explain what the appropriation for a
mllion dollars for the OIB broadcast systemis
for?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | do have the answer for Senator
Kam nsky.

And basically, that allocation
allows the OIBs to upgrade their equipnent.
Several of the OIBs do not have the proper
equi pnent, especially in broadcasting, to be
state-of-the-art. And as you know, that's a
revenue source for New York State in the budget

process, and a | ot of the gam ng revenue actually
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goes toward funding education. So that's what
t hat allocation would be used for.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: | s the sponsor
aware of any reforns to our electoral process,
such as early voting, that might be contained in
t he resol uti on?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | already read you the section on
that, that we are open to di scussions on that
particul ar issue.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: | s the sponsor
aware of the national change in tax policy that
limts New Yorkers' ability to deduct state and
| ocal taxes?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
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M. President. Yes, we are. And that's why we
passed Senator Felder's critical bill earlier
this year that decouples the federal fromthe
state taxes. And that will save taxpayers in the
state $1.5 billion.

In addition, | believe that we w ||
be di scussing several other proposals as we nove
forward

SENATOR KAM NSKY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Is it the
sponsor's understandi ng that despite decoupling,
that the federal change to SALT will still raise
mllions of New Yorkers' taxes.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. As | said, these are issues that
are outstanding. They are going to be
negotiated. And so | look forward to the
di scussi on.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President. So the sponsor and | are in --
can | say fairly the sponsor and | are in
agreenent that sonmething else has to be done to
ensure, beyond what's in this resolution, to
ensure that New Yorkers' taxes aren't going up in
light of the SALT change?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | don't think that's a question.

And by the way, we are debating what
actually is in the resol ution.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Ckay. Is the
sponsor aware of a provision in the resolution
that | owers the age for crossbow hunting?

SENATOR YOUNG |"msorry, would
you repeat that? | didn't hear it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Pl ease

r epeat .
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SENATOR KAM NSKY: | s the sponsor
aware of a provision in the budget that | owers
t he age for crossbow hunting?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, yes. Lowers the age.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: And woul d the
sponsor agree with nme that that is a policy
provi sion that has no fiscal inpact, such as a
nunber of the ethics or electoral refornms | spoke
about earlier?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Yes, there is a fiscal inpact,
because the state collects |icense fees.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: In the
Governor's budget he allocated $7 mllion for
early voting, which would obviously deal with a
| ot of the inpact on |ocal boards of elections.
s there a reason why in this resolution that
$7 mllion was struck?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
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M. President --

SENATCOR KAM NSKY: Stricken, |
shoul d say. Excuse ne.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, yes. A lot of our county Boards
of Elections, county |egislators across the
state, especially in upstate New York, have deep
concerns about another unfunded mandate. And
there's concerns about whether that $7 mllion,
even if we decided to do early voting, would be
enough noney.

So this actually warrants further
di scussion. This state has put too nmany unfunded
mandat es on | ocal governments. That's why peopl e
are drowning in property taxes. This conference
and our side of the aisle has taken | eadership
actions to address the property tax situation.
And so we have the property tax cap, we have the
STAR program We have been working to reduce
costs on | ocal governnent because those costs are
passed al ong to taxpayers.

One of the nunber-one reasons peopl e
have left this state is because of the heavy
property tax burden. M colleague brings up sone

of the federal tax actions and whet her or not
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that will affect taxpayers. W need to nmake sure
that we are doing the right thing on behal f of
property taxpayers and taxpayers across this
st at e.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: On the bill,
M. President. Excuse ne, on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kam nsky on the resol ution.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you.

As | read through this docunment, |'m
troubl ed by the ganmes and obfuscations that it
represents and the reformthat the Long |slanders
| represent are calling for.

You know, if you live down where |
amin Long Island, you recently had your senate
senator, your county executive, your speaker of
the Assenbly all indicted. And I can go on and
on with a nuch larger list. And when you | ook at
a recent Pew poll from May of 2017, 18 percent of
Americans trust their governnent. And we in this
body are doing nothing to address that.

We tal k about what we did | ast year
and what we did the years before that, but we've
got a lot to do. There aren't even any ideas

proposed in this.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1112

And we al so know t hat our el ectoral
process has far too little participation. But we
have to call it what it is. Sone people benefit
fromthat, and sone don't. And so this document
says not hing about that except for cutting early
voting. And the argunment nade for cutting it is
that it doesn't have enough noney. So instead of
adding to it, like is done with so many ot her
provisions, it's cut. Wich doesn't nmake a | ot
of sense.

W have to do nore al ong these
nmeasures. People want to know t hat when they're
on their Facebook feed and soneone sends an ad
there, they want to know who paid for it so they
can evaluate it. There's no reason not to
support that.

And inportantly, when we nove on to
the tax question, it's essential that we get it
right in this budget. The Long I|slanders |
represent are at their breaking point. They're
payi ng up to $300-plus to take a railroad that
hasn't been working, their property taxes are
sky-hi gh, people want to nove out of the state,
and the federal government's response to New York

is drop {clappi ng hands} dead.
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And it's up to us in this body to
push back on that as hard as we can. And the
answer we get in this budget is it's up for
di scussion. W have to do better than that.

And in the next few weeks, | hope we
cone back with a better answer. | want to
support that. | want to be able to say to the
Long Islanders | represent that our Senate stood
up for themand was able to nmake it nore
affordable to live on Long Island and throughout
the state than put forth any political docunent.

We've got a lot to do. But the Long
| sl anders | represent, when they have been voting
of late, talk about affordability and they talk
about corruption. And unfortunately, on this
resolution | feel it falls short in both.

| look forward to working on both
sides of the aisle with everyone in the next few
weeks to try to make it better.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a

coupl e of questions?
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SENATCOR YOUNG Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Before | begin,

t hough, | just want to clarify something that was
just said by nmy coll eague Senator Kam nsky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ecti on.

Senat or Young.

SENATCOR YOUNG W are focused --
we are focused on tax relief in our proposal, as
you know. As far as the changes to the federal
program and the inpact, we passed Senator
Felder's bill. W don't know right now whet her
t he federal government woul d accept sone of the
Governor's proposals. And | think the worst
thing that could happen woul d be that we pass
sonmet hing and then the federal governnment --
peopl e take advantage of it, and then the federal
government pulls the rug on it.

So we need to be very deliberative
and careful about what we are doing, because we
don't want, at the end of the day, to have people
i npacted in a negative way by this.

So thank you.
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Senat or Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
M. President, is the sponsor aware of the My
Brother's Keeper initiative in the State of
New Yor k?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, yes, | amaware of it.

SENATOR BAI LEY: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
M. President. Can the sponsor explain why
$18 mllion, the entire appropriation, was cut
fromM Brother's Keeper in the Senate one-house
resol uti on?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, we actually increase Foundation
Aid. So those costs could be covered through
Foundati on Aid.

SENATOR BAI LEY: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1116

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BAI LEY: | s the sponsor
awar e of |agging graduation rates in black and
Latino communities which the My Brot her's Keeper
initiative is designed to influence?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Basically, through Foundation
Aid -- that aid is very flexible. And we want to
invest in education. That's the why we increased
t he Governor's nunbers by a billion dollars. And
so that funding would be able to be used for such
a program such an endeavor.

SENATOR BAI LEY: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Wuld it be
accurate to say that the -- in this resolution
that initiatives for housing and tenants are
i ncl uded?

SENATOR YOUNG "' m sorry?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Wuld it be

accurate to state that in this resolution that
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there are initiatives that include housing
initiatives for tenants?

SENATCOR YOUNG So there are
initiatives for tenants. So for exanple, there's
the TRIE program the Tenant Rent |ncrease
Exenpti on, based on the very popul ar SCRI E
program for senior citizens, and also the DRIE
for disabled citizens.

And basically what it does, it
provides relief to people who earn $50,000 a year
or less who are paying a very |large share of
their income toward rent. And we believe that
that's the way we should go. W should truly
hel p peopl e who are struggling who don't have the
financial resources to pay their rent. That's
why we felt very strongly we would put the TRIE
programin this bill to help tenants.

SENATOR BAI LEY: WI 1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

M. President. So if we are |ooking to ensure

that tenants are a focus, why are we cutting the
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for the Tenant Protection Unit?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, actually one of the issues that
| m concerned about has to do with the Ofice of
Rent Adm nistration. And right now there are a
| ot of tenant-driven conplaints that have gone to
the O fice of Rent Adm nistration. And those are
actual problens, those are problens that exist
now. Tenants have raised a red flag about
certain conditions in their dwellings.

And as a result, the Ofice of Rent
Adm nistration is backlogged. It is backl ogged
on addressing those concerns. | feel that they
shoul d focus on addressing actual concerns first.

SENATOR BAI LEY: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield, M. President?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
M. President. It was nentioned in the text of
the resolution that the Majority Conference is
willing to negotiate around speedy trial, bai
reform and discovery. Can the sponsor explain

why a count erproposal was not introduced if you
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are willing to negoti ate?

SENATOR YOUNG Wel |, through you,
M. President, we want to | ook at all options
that are on the table.

| think it's a lot |like the Raise
the Age issue, where we negotiated it |ast year
and | believe that we came up with a good
product. But there's some questions, open
guestions. W have been actually approached by
district attorneys from across the state who have
issues. So we want to work together and actually
hear the voices of everybody who is inpacted and
come up with a final result.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you.

On the resolution, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: | thank the
sponsor for yielding to these questions. And as
was nentioned previously by nmany of our
col | eagues, we will have a long and protracted --
hopefully not too protracted -- two weeks here in
Al bany whil e we hash out the budgets and do the
work for the people we represent on both sides of

t he ai sl e.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1120

As you know, M. President, I'ma
huge proponent of nusic, and this rem nds ne of a
1993 song by Tupac Shakur, "Keep Ya Head Up,"
where he said "W got noney for war, but can't
feed the poor." And quite literally, if you | ook
in this resolution, you have $200 mllion for
expenses that can be used in case of a war, but
we cut Breakfast After the Bell, M. President.

My Brother's Keeper initiatives, we
were the first state in the entire nation to take
Presi dent (bana's chall enge on for My Brother's
Keeper. And while | understand the sponsor's
i nformati on about the Foundation Aid, M
Brother's Keeper is essential to ensuring that
bl ack and brown children have just as large a
chance of success.

The Tenant Protection Unit is vital
inthe City of New York. It is vital. It keeps
people in their hones, and it penalizes bad
| andl ords. This is sonething that we need to
f und.

Many of my coll eagues are going to
speak about NYCHA, so | w Il speak briefly on it.
| understand that public housing is intended to

protect those of us who have the least. And if
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basic shelter is sonmething that we need and t hat
we require, we have to actually put the noney
into the budget, as opposed to sinply just saying
that we're going to do sonmething about it. It's
a step, but it's not all the way where we need to
be.

And concerning crimnal justice
reform it's about fairness, M. President. W
are not | ooking to have defense-bar-|aden work
product, nor do we want a prosecutori al - heavy
work product. We want crimnal justice to be
fair in the State of New York. And speedy trial,
bail and di scovery have to be in this budget.

You know, M. President, | -- this
is ny second budget in ny first term and | | ook
at it as a work in progress. And |I'm confident
that we will continue to work together. But as
currently constructed, this is insufficient. And
to go back to what Tupac woul d say, he said that
“"there ain't no hope for the future.” But I
believe there is hope. And | hope that we can
work across the aisle on this one.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Kavanagh.
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SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

SENATOR YOUNG Sure. And --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR YOUNG M. President,
before we begin, | just want to address sonething
that my coll eague Senator Bail ey said.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, W t hout

obj ecti on.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG He' s sonebody who
respect very much. But | just want to let you

know that with the Governor's proposal on the
crimnal justice pieces, there's a |ot of

di vergent opinion out there. And even advocates
who want to have bail reform speedy trial

di scovery, canme in today to express their
concerns over the Governor's proposal .

So | just want to |let you know that.
| think there has to be nore discussion to cone
up with a final product.

Yes, Senator Kavanagh.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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Kavanagh.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
M. President. AmI| correct that this resolution
i ncl udes nmany provisions that are intended to
address gun violence in our state?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. W actually are very willing to
di scuss gun violence. W do have a | ot of school
safety issues, and -- but that topic is one of
those topics that | think as we go al ong through
the process, the |leaders will be tal king about it
at the table, and so we'll have nore to cone.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: W1l the sponsor
yield for another question, M. President?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
M. President, am| m staken that the package of
bills that were presented in this chanber by the
majority very recently as a package of bills to
address gun violence are |argely incorporated
into the docunments we're revi ewi ng today?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you

M. President, 1'd like to clarify sonething.
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We're focused on school safety. And I think
that's very inportant. W have seen failures
that occurred in Florida. W have severa
nmeasures that | think are common-sense, good
nmeasures to address safety.

And | want to tell you, we have been
tal king to our school districts, our
superi ntendents, our school boards, our teachers
fromacross the state. They also are very
concerned about school safety. And we have
resoundi ngly heard fromour own districts, people
in our own districts, that they strongly support
t he school safety neasures that we have passed
and that we are advocating for in the budget.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
|"mnew in this chanber, but if the sponsor would
yield for additional questions.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: | forgot to ask
t hat --

SENATOR YOUNG | won't hold it
agai nst you that you're new.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President, |
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woul d just note I"'mnew to this chanber, and this
chanber has a |l ot nore restrictions on the anmount
of tinme one may spend aski ng questions than

anot her chanber 1've served in. If | would -- |
woul d just appreciate it if | could sort of get
direct answers to the questions.

Is the -- is there a bill in this
package that was part of the majority package
that purports to be a school safety and gun
vi ol ence prevention that includes addressing
situations in which people fire a gun, not just
in a school but in a business or near a church or
near a gathering of 25 or nore peopl e?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, yes. And that actually is a very
good bill that | sponsor, Senator Murphy
sponsors.

And basically what it would do is
classify mass shootings as donestic terrorism
And there actually exists a federally authorized
agency set up that was set up after 9/11 that
deals with terrorism foreign terrorism
especially, in general. It actually requires
coordi nation by federal |aw enforcenent

officials, the FBI, the CIA state troopers,
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state | aw enforcenent, and al so | ocal |aw
enf orcement .

One of the big failures that we have
seen in other instances is the fact that |aw
enf orcenent was not communi cating about a threat.
And we feel very strongly that a |ot of these
i ssues could be resolved if | aw enforcenent
wor ked t oget her.

What happened in Florida was that
t hat perpetrator had been reported to the FBI, to
the I ocal officials, to social services. The
school district banned himfromcomng in the
school. And yet nobody did anything to avoid the
situation.

And | do want to tell you too that
we fund several nental health prograns through
this initiative. And | think that nental health
is one of those big issues in this state. And |
have said this over and over again, we need to do
nore for nental health. | brought it up in the
heari ng when the comm ssioner came in. W need
to do nore for nental health services because
that is truly an underaddressed need in this
st at e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
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if I could just conment nmonmentarily on the bill.
We debated the particul ar provision that the
sponsor is speaking of |ast week. And | would
just note that the bill does not characterize
mass shooting as terrorism it characterizes any
unl awful discharge of a firearmeven if there's

no intent to harmany person as an act of

terrorism

The reason | raise this --

SENATCOR YOUNG Because | woul d
think --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young - -

SENATOR YOUNG -- | would think
any kind of incident --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Young - -

SENATCOR YOUNG -- woul d have to be
investigated. | can't believe that ny coll eague
doesn't want it investigated.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kavanagh on the resol uti on?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Agai n, on the
bill.

The reason | raised this is that it
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is clear that the nmajority, in crafting this
resol ution today, believes that it is appropriate
subj ect of discussion to address the scourge of
gun vi ol ence we've seen around the country, and
t hey have nmany proposals that they've put into
this bill, some of which are worthy of
consi deration and many of which coll eagues on ny
side of the aisle voted for just a week ago.

My question is -- and if the sponsor
woul d yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young vyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: My question is,
is the sponsor aware that the Governor put a
proposal in the Executive Budget specifically to
remove firearns from peopl e who have been
convi cted of donestic viol ence?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, that is one of the very inportant
i ssues that we plan on negotiating and di scussi ng
at the | eaders' table.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
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can | -- if the sponsor would yield for another
guesti on.

SENATOR YOUNG Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
we have been -- to the sponsor, we've been
speaki ng about these issues for nmany years, we
have many proposals. There are |laws that have
been on the books for many years that are
i ntended explicitly to prevent people from having
guns who are likely to harmthensel ves or others.

If the majority believes that the
budget is an appropriate docunent in which to
address gun violence, why are there no provisions
in the myjority's proposal that are intended to
remove guns fromthe hands of people likely to
harm t hensel ves or ot hers?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | would |ove to address that
particul ar issue that you' re raising. Because
Kendra's Law is a very strong | aw that we
actually passed in 1999 to get nmental health
treatment to people who are a danger to

t hensel ves or others.
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And we have worked on this side of
the aisle to make Kendra's Law pernmanent, to
actually inprove it, and unfortunately there are
menbers on your side of the aisle who vote
against it and the Assenbly, which you previously
served in, actually has bl ocked nmany of the
reforms and enhancenents to Kendra's Law.

Currently right now under state |aw,
i f sonebody was receiving nental health
treatnment, nmental health professionals can nake a
j udgnment reconmendati on about a person's
firearns. So that already exists in New York
State | aw.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for another question?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: | s the sponsor's
intent by reviewing current |law to assert that
there are no additional |aws necessary to renove
guns fromthe hands of people who m ght cause
harmto thensel ves or others?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Yes, | believe that through
Kendra's Law there are many neasures that we

coul d pass to address the issue.
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And on top of it, as | previously
stated, we will be discussing these issues at the
| eaders' table.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
if the sponsor would yield for another question.
SENATOR KLEI N: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President, is there anything in Kendra's Law
t hat causes soneone to surrender firearns?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, Kendra's Law actually requires
sonmeone -- you can go through a court process,
whi ch due process is always a very inportant
conponent under our justice system and our
freedomin Anerica. But there's a due process
proceedi ng that occurs under Kendra's Law to
det erm ne whet her sonmeone is a danger to
t hensel ves or ot hers.

And if it is determ ned that they
are a danger, they can get assisted outpatient
treatment. |If they do not conply, then they can
be involuntarily commtted after 72 hours. So

there are provisions in Kendra's Law that woul d
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address this.

And as | said, we need to do nore
for mental health. And | would |ove to have a
di scussion with you about making i nprovenents to
Kendra's Law, because they are there. | spoke
with one of the main advocates, D.J. Jaffe, who
is an expert in these issues, and he is saying to
me the legislation that | sponsored in Kendra's
Law is very inportant, because he sees this every
singl e day and he believes that we shoul d make
positive changes to nake that |aw even stronger.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
on the bill. Again --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kavanagh on the resol ution.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: There are
basically no laws in place that woul d address
situations like we sawin Florida if they were to
occur in New York

And agai n, we have proposal s that
are supported by nmenbers on both sides of the
aisle. And | hope that if the sponsor and others
on the other side of the aisle are willing to --
if this is one of the topics they're willing to

have continued di scussion on, | would hope that
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t hose di scussions can include bills that are

i ntended to ensure that people who comm t
domestic viol ence, people who can be adjudi cated
to be a danger to thensel ves or others, cannot be
ar med.

Because all the school safety in the
world is not going to neaningfully reduce the
rates of gun deaths in this state without |aws
that will permt famlies and | aw enforcenent and
ot hers from di sarm ng people who are genuinely
danger ous.

Wul d the sponsor yield for a few
ot her questions on other topics?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes, M. President.
And al so, through you, | do want to clarify
somet hi ng ny col | eague just said.

He said there's nothing in here that
woul d address what happened in Florida.
strongly disagree. This proposal has 18 parts
that deal specifically with those tragic events
that occurred in Florida, so that we can avoid
t he sane thing happening in New York State. So
what you said, Senator, with all due respect, was
not correct.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1134

Kavanagh.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President, |
guess just to respond, there will be a transcript
of this conversation, and the sponsor
m scharacteri zed what | said.

| said that there was nothing in
this budget that would all ow sonmeone |ike the
person who perpetrated the violence in Parkland,
Florida, to have their guns renoved. And
al t hough there are several provisions, sone of
whi ch are worthy to address school security, we
will not tackle the unique problem of gun
vi ol ence, which is unique to America, unless we
get serious about ensuring that very dangerous
peopl e who can be adjudi cated to be dangerous or
have convictions of crimes that prove themto be
dangerous, are not able to armthenselves with
guns |ike the weapon that the shooter in
Par kl and, Florida, had or the many ot her weapons

that are available in our state and many ot her

st at es.

If I may, the sponsor had previously
yielded to question. If | may ask the question
now.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young vyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
Senat or Young.

| just want to go back briefly to
somet hi ng that Senator Kam nsky touched on.
W' ve been discussing for nmany years in this
state early voting. There are bills on both
sides of the aisle. There's a proposal by the
Governor on that. There's a proposal by a nenbe
of the magjority to inplenment early voting around
t he state.

Wiy is it in this budget, if we all
recogni ze that early voting costs noney, and if

the Assenbly is willing to put up sonme noney for

r

that, why is that not something that the majority

in this resolution has a proposal on?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, if the Senator actually | ooked
into the Governor's proposal, what it does is it
raids Aid to Localities fromlocal governnents.
So it takes that noney away fromthemto fund
this. And | don't think that's the right
direction to take.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,

a
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guestion on anot her subject.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you.

Does the resolution include | anguage
authorizing the City of New York to utilize
design-build for the reconstruction of the
Br ookl yn- Queens Expressway?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes. Through you,
M. President, the answer is yes.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: | f the sponsor
woul d yield for an additional question.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: | s the sponsor
aware that that provision, which would have no
cost to the state, would save the taxpayers at
| east $100 mllion and speed up a critical
transportation project that will affect the
entire nmetropolitan regi on of New York by two
full years?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, yes. The city expects that that

nmeasure that we include in our proposal would
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save about $100 mllion.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
anot her question, if the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Can t he sponsor
explain why the mgjority's | anguage for that very
sensi ble cost-free proposal that will prevent
traffic frombeing snarled in the New York City
area and save $100 mllion with no cost to the
state, why approval of that in the Senate
resolution is conditioned on approving a separate
proposal that may be worthy about ensuring that
cops -- that is, a police officer in every single
school in New York City?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, we believe that both proposals are
very inportant, so we will be negotiating those
as we nove forward.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: M. President,
if the sponsor would yield for another question.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR KAVANAGH: Is it the intent
of the mapjority to reject BQE design-build? The
| anguage seens to be witten in such a way that
you can't accept one without the other, it's
conditioned on a deal to put a police officer in
every single school.

Is this an exanple of the majority,
if they don't get their way on a certain policy
i ssue, however |legitimte, suggesting that
perhaps it's time for traffic problens in
Br ookl yn, to borrow a phrase from New Jersey?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. No.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: So,

M. President, | have just one nore question on
this topic.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Is it the
sponsor's assertion that it is not the intent of
the majority to condition design-build for the
BQE on an unrel ated proposal related to police
officers in school s?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
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M. President. They are both, as | previously
stated, they're both very inportant issues and we
wi |l be discussing themas we nove forward.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Agai n,

M. President, just once nore, if | can get an
answer to this question. 1Is it the intent -- if
t he sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Is it the intent
of the majority to condition the BQE design-build
proposal on a separate, unrel ated, perhaps worthy
proposal that we have additional police officers
in schools, or is it the intent of the majority
to support BQE design-build on its own nerits?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | have answered that question
several tines, and so | stand by my previous
answers.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Ckay. Thank
you, M. President. Thank you to the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
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M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for sone
guestions?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, what is
the cost of the resolution to the taxpayers of
New Yor k?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | have those figures right here.
Let ne find them Excuse ne, Senator, | found
it.

So our budget is a fiscally
responsi bl e one that actually -- state operations
fund spendi ng, which excludes capital increases,
by 1.8 percent, from$98.1 billion to
$99.9 billion, an increase of $1.8 billion from
the fiscal year 2018. Wich is approximtely
$51 mllion less than the spending increase of
$1.85 billion, or 1.9 percent, that was proposed
by the Executi ve.

So Al Funds spending increases from
$164.4 billion to $168.5 billion, an increase of
$4 billion over 2018.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor

continue to yield?
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: And how nuch
revenue are you raising to pay for your budget?
Through you, M. President.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. W had a good discussion on this
earlier, but we are not including any tax
i ncreases in our plan.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President. Could the sponsor describe to ne
the majority's proposal on addressing the issue
of child sexual abuse in Part P of the
resolution? The public protection portion.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. That again is going to be
di scussed at the |eaders' table. W are open to
di scussi ons about that particular issue. So we
| ook forward to continuing to work on that.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W1l the sponsor

continue to yield?
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | s the sponsor
aware that there has been proposals for the
better part of a decade on reform ng New York's
outdated | aws on child sexual abuse, which rank
New York anmong the worst states, the npst
punitive states, in terns of allow ng the
survivors of child school abuse to file clains
either in civil or crimnal court?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | s the sponsor
awar e that approximately 40,000 young peopl e
under the age of 18 are sexually abused in the
State of New York annual | y?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, what we should stick to are what
actually is before us in this resolution. So if

you coul d ask questions about that, that would be
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appr eci at ed.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: In the resol ution

precedi ng this docunment, you state that "The
Senate will consider nodifications to the Child
Victins Act. The Senate believes that
prospective refornms to the crimnal and civil
statute of limtations would help prevent child
sexual abuse in the future.”

Am | correct to understand that the
majority resolution is opposed to a | ookback
wi ndow to allow current survivors to
retroactively file clains in civil court?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, it is nmentioned in our proposa
because there will be discussions at the |eaders
t abl e about that issue.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Does the sponsor
understand -- does the sponsor fully realize the
cost to the State of New York for crines of child
sexual abuse, as nmuch as $250 million to the
Medi cai d budget ?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. W all agree that child
victim zation is a very serious and inportant
i ssue, and we | ook forward to the discussions at
the | eaders' table.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man, are you aski ng questions or -- you were
seenming to comment on the resol ution.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | " m aski ng
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. So could
you pose a question.

SENATCOR YOUNG G eat to have him
pose, M. President, as a question.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | guess ny very

bl unt question is, Wiy don't we have a proposal
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before us today on the serious issue of child
sexual abuse, which the sponsor has acknow edged
to be one in which we have had not just nonths of
di scussi ons, but years?

SENATOR YOUNG Agai n t hrough you,
M. President, that seens nore |ike a statenent
t han a questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR YOUNG As | said, this
issue will be discussed at the | eaders' table,
and we | ook forward to those di scussi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, could the sponsor explain to ne
why t he Executive proposal to renove a reform of
our law that would close a | oophole that allows
i ndividuals to use the so-called gay and trans

pani c defense isn't in the resolution?
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SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, that actually was included in the
Governor's 30-day anendnents. And all of those
i ssues will be brought forward during the
| eaders' di scussions.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Does the sponsor
know that this defense is used by individuals who
attack another in court to seek the acquittal
based on the sexual orientation or gender
identity of the victinf

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. As | stated previously, that
t hese issues will be discussed at the | eaders
t abl e.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
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explain to me why the conference's resol ution
removes the Executive's proposals relating to
congestion pricing in New York City?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | think that's a very conpl ex
issue and -- so we need to continue to have
di scussi ons about it, because it is sonething
that will affect a | ot of people, obviously. But
the |l eaders will be tal king about that issue too.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
tell me, if she may, how much noney is dedicated
to the MTAin this resolution?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. There's over $5 billion dedicated
to the MIA, and that includes operating aid and
capi tal

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1148

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Coul d the sponsor
tell me how nmuch noney is conmtted to the
New York City Housing Authority in this
resol uti on?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. This budget actually brings
forward and continues a comm tnent that we nade
of $300 million for NYCHA. And that allocation
that was previously agreed upon by the Assenbly,
by the Senate and by the Governor extends over
five years.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: So let's be
clear, there is no new noney dedicated to the
New York City Housing Authority in the resolution
before the Senate.

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, actually |ast year we comm tted
$200 million every year for the next five years.

So there's -- I"'msorry. For the next five
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years. So that noney is included in this budget.
SENATOR HOYLMAN: On the bill,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man on the resol ution.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: | thank the
sponsor for her answers to ny questions.

| find this budget resolution
i ncredi bly perpl exing, nostly because nany of the
big issues are being -- are to be discussed | ater
at the |leaders' table. Well, what about us?

VWhat about every nenber who's here? Wat about
our districts? Wat about NYCHA? What about
LG&BT fol ks? What about survivors of child sexua
abuse?

It's not enough, M. President, to
say that we'll be discussing that |ater. That
makes me think that ny constituents are a
bargai ning chip. And ny constituents are not a
bargai ning chip for the Senate najority. W need
to know now what the conmtnment is on the part of
the majority for inportant issues affecting the
everyday |lives of New Yorkers, whether it's
crimnal justice, whether it's infrastructure,

whet her it's public housing.
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And I'"msorry, but this is a fake
budget. This is a budget that is going to be
di scussed in some snoke-filled roomw thout input
fromthe nmenbers of this body.

So I'"mvery disappointed that we are
giving a pass to crucial issues |like gun reform
when today, today, mllions of students across
this country wal ked out, young people who seemto
have nore courage than us, to address head-on the
i ssues of gun viol ence.

|"mvery disappointed that this
resol uti on doesn't contain an issue that
advocat es have been chanpi oning for over a
decade, to seek justice in the area of child
sexual abuse. W had advocates today who | ast
ni ght pulled up the Senate resolution and saw t he
| anguage -- where it should have been "Child
Victims Act," it said "intentionally deleted."

It's not good enough, M. President,
that we are putting these issues off to the
| eaders' table. So I'll be voting strenuously
no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
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M. President. Good to see you up there. You're
hol di ng out ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Doi ng
wel |, Senat or Sanders. Thank you for your
concer n.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you, sir.

WI1l the sponsor yield for several
guestions?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SANDERS: Good to see you

SENATOR YOUNG Good to see you
t 0o.

SENATOR SANDERS: | s the sponsor
aware that Article 15A, the MABE provision, wll
expire on the 31st of Decenber of this year?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually I'"mgoing to reference
Part Q of the resolution. And it says: The
Senate is firmy commtted to reforns related to
mnority and wonmen's busi ness devel opnment t hat
will reduce barriers to the program create
nmeani ngf ul opportunities for businesses, and

enhance the business climte of the state.
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"The Senate wi |l thoroughly exam ne
t he Executive proposal to extend for five years
the provisions of the lawrelating to mnority
and worren's busi ness devel opment and consi der
nodi fications relating to the certification
process and requirenments, the personal net worth
requi renent, the availability of certified
busi nesses in our state, enhancenents in
ment ori ng, agency reporting and other issues, to
ensure its effectiveness.

So right now, we want to discuss the
program because there are concerns about whet her
it's as effective as it needs to be. And there
may be changes that we need to nake to it so that
nor e peopl e, nunmber one, can access the
program-- and I will tell you from persona
experience, it can take a business up to
two years to get certified by the state. |
believe that that is far too long a tine period
to wait.

And so there are several changes
that | believe need to be nade to the program so
t hat, nunber one, nore people can access it and,
nunber two, it doesn't hurt |ocal people from

getting jobs.
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SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
M. President. | also read that --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders, do you want to continue to ask questions
or speak on the resolution?

SENATCOR SANDERS: Oh, no, no, no.
| want to ask the sponsor a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO So the
sponsor does yi el d.

And I"mgoing to continue to ask for
sonme quiet in the house, please, so that nenbers
can hear each other during exchange.

Senat or Sanders.

SENATCOR SANDERS: | read that sane
passage. And while | agree with you on sone of
the positions, | first wanted to know, are you
aware that this is going to sunset on the 31st of
this year?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, yes. And that's why we put that
| anguage in there, because we think it's a very
i nportant issue to resol ve.

SENATOR SANDERS: W1l the sponsor
yield for a question?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. |s the sponsor aware of the
Suprene Court Croson decision which explicitly
al l ows and disallows different provisions,
different things that we can do and cannot do and
the times that we can do it?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, I'mnot sure what that has to do
wi th our budget resol ution before us.

SENATOR SANDERS: W11l the sponsor
yield for a question?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SANDERS: To get to ny
guestion, if the Supreme Court says that we can't
do sonething in a certain tinme, it does not
matter what our decision does, we've mssed our
wi ndow. W have to start all over again.

So ny question is, by not
authorizing this, are you aware that you are in
effect elimnating the progranf

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
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M. President, | strongly disagree with ny
col | eague. W are not in any shape or form
saying that we would elimnate the program \Wat
we want to do is inprove the programso that it
can be nore effective.

W are aware that it sunsets in
2018. But I'Il remnd ny colleagues, this is a
resolution that actually kicks off intense
negoti ati ons between both houses and the
Governor. So this is on the list of things that
wi |l be discussed, because that's how the process
wor ks.

SENATOR SANDERS: W11l the sponsor
yield for a question?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR SANDERS: Earlier | heard a
notto | believe that you -- that the majority
came up with: Affordability, opportunity -- and
| did not get the last part. Wat was the | ast
part of that?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Senator, security.

SENATOR SANDERS: Security.
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you.

WIIl the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SANDERS: Does
affordability, opportunity, and security include
the women and mnorities of this state?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | believe that it does. And
that's why we included this | anguage in our
proposal, so that we can strengthen the existing
MABE program and actually nake it nore workabl e
across the state.

SENATOR SANDERS: On the
resolution, M. President.

Thank you. Thank you. First
| want to thank the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATCOR SANDERS: M. President,
Langst on Hughes, one of our great poets, spoke

and said that Anerica has to be Anerica for
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everyone. | would suggest that by deleting 15A
or threatening this, we are in effect saying that
Anerica, or at |east New York State, will not be
New York State for everyone.

That MABE is not affirmative action,
as worthy as affirmative action nmay be. Wile
affirmati ve action speaks and says how a group
has been hel d back and therefore should be noved
ahead, MMABE nerely says that we will have an open
playing field, an even playing field for
everyone. And it puts that in effect by |aw

By us not saying that we uphold that
Anmerican tradition of an even playing field, we
are in effect saying that we're not going to have
Anerica be America for everyone.

The best that we can say about that,
| would argue, is that we are prepared to kick
the can down the road. That we're saying that we
| egi sl ators, having been brought together by the
great people of New York State, are not prepared
to legislate. W are not prepared to get out
there and do the business of the people. W are
not prepar ed.

W are prepared to say we're going

to send this to sone snoke-filled back room where
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only God knows who's in there, since we're not

represented init. W don't know what's goi ng

on, and we don't know -- we legislators don't
even know how t he sausage will be nade on this
i ssue.

So I"'mreally perturbed by that.
But |'mnot just perturbed by that one. And
ki cking the can down the road is not what the
people of ny district sent ne up here to do.
They said, Gapple with the tough issues of the
day. It may be hard, you'll have to work with
peopl e across the aisle. They said get out there
and conme home with sonething real

They did not tell me to cone hone
saying, Wll, | left it for three guys sonewhere
el se to make the decision. They did not send ne
here saying that | sat by while American val ues
were threatened. | didn't conme here for that.
Nor did | conme here to -- for the issue of NYCHA,
where we on one hand give a | ot of words of what
we need to do with NYCHA, but we're cutting | ead
protection. M God, do we really hear ourselves?
We're cutting |l ead protection out of the budget,
nol d renedi ati on.

We're not putting our noney where
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our nmouths are. W're saying we said that it's
going to take at least $500 mllion of new noney,
not the same old repurposed noney that year after
year we say, Ckay, it was for that then, it's for
this now -- and we never see it. And fromny
part of town, that's a shell ganme. You put your
sonmet hing here and you nove it here, and the next
t hing you know, you always have it and you never
get it. Everybody on ny block knows that you
never go near those cards when that shell gane is
bei ng pl ayed.

And this is a shell gane. W need
$500 mllion of new noney to really inmpact on the
peopl e that we say that we're going to do about
it. No noney for the SNUG programin Queens.

Now, the SNUG programis a very effective
antiviolence program | agree that Brooklyn
needs it. | agree that all kinds of places need
it. W need it in Queens too. W' ve got

vi ol ence.

Come on. Ceriatric parole. This is
a no-brainer. Wien a guy is too old to do any
crime and the only way that we're keeping himin
jail is -- he's costing the people of our great

state way nore than it's worth. When a person is
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infirmor too old, then nmy God, let himout so at
| east ny taxpayers can save SOme noney.

Wnen's Agenda -- why are we arguing
this in the 21st century? W should have al ready
agreed to this long ago and gone on with it.

And the sane is true with ethics.
This week we've had anot her wake-up call. How
many wake-up calls do we need before we wake up
to the call?

My col | eagues will speak on ot her
issues, so |l will leave it at that. But ny
friends, there cones a time when it takes a
certain amobunt of courage to be a | egislator.
|"m hoping that that tinme is now |'m hoping
t hat good people on both sides of the aisle wll
get out there and say, Well, you know what,
there's a certain logic that's mssing and we're
not going to do this. W're not going to do the
ol d busi ness of kicking the can down the road and
| et some three guys figure this somewhere.

That we all get together and say,
You know what ? Wonen can decide things too. And
all of us in this roomcan decide things too.
That's what we were sent here for.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.
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| do want to thank the sponsor for yielding to
t hose questions. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Benj am n.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor yield for a few
guestions?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR BENJAM N: Let's start with
design-build. In the resolution, | see that
there's design-build for the BQE. Do you specify
design-build for NYCHA in this resolution?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, as | had stated
previously, we did make a significant conmm tnent
to NYCHA.

However, | have to say | am shocked
and appalled by the fact that the person |eading
NYCHA is still there. She should have been fired
| ong ago. Nunber one, for inconpetence and
m smanagenent and, nunber two, for --

(Reaction from nmenbers.)

SENATOR YOUNG -- for forging --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Order in
t he house, please. The Senator has the floor.

SENATCOR YOUNG -- federa
docunents on | ead exposure for children who live
in those buil dings.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,
M. President, I'mnot sure | heard an answer to
my question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, do you yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Benj ami n, you rmay pose your question.

SENATOR BENJAM N: So let ne
re-pose ny question, because | think there was a
di fferent answer that you gave. That | don't
agree with, but let's nove on.

Does this resolution provide to
NYCHA design-build authority? | think that's the
guesti on.

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay. Through you,
M. President, that's one of the itens that
believe will be discussed noving forward. As |
stated previously, this really just kicks off the

di scussion by passing this resolution. And the
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di fferent houses, the two houses will be talking
on it, and also the CGovernor.

SENATOR BENJAM N: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,
M. President, why was the BQE aut horized for
design-build and NYCHA isn't? Wy wasn't that
al so put into -- for the negotiation and the
conversations |ater?

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay, through you,
M. President, it may be hel pful to the Senator
if I read the part about the New York City
Housi ng Aut hority.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Sur e.

SENATOR YOUNG Excuse ne, I'm
| osing ny voi ce.

The Senate understands that the
New York City Housing Authority is in crisis.
Tenants are faced with issues of long wait tines
to repair lead, nold, roofs and boilers. The
Senate is open to discussing nethods to reduce

these long wait times, including but not limted

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1164

to expandi ng the use of alternative project
delivery methods for the New York City Housing
Aut hority for independently nonitored
proj ect-speci fic purposes, which nmay include the
remedi ati on and abatenent of |ead and nold as
well as projects related to the repair,
construction or installation of roofs and
boi | ers.

So we are |l ooking forward to having
t hose further discussions.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Ckay.

SENATCOR YOUNG So that's included
in there.

SENATOR BENJAM N: kay. WII the
sponsor continue to yield, M. President?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Ckay. So tied
to that piece about the BQE, there was
aut hori zation for placenent of NYPD officers in
every school in New York City. Does the sponsor
believe that there's a school officer -- I'm
sorry, an NYPD officer needed in every single

school in New York City?
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SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. This is optional, | believe.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Was it? Oh.

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay. Through you,
M. President, | stand corrected. Actually, it
woul d allow for a police officer to be stationed
in every New York City school

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Maybe | read
this wong, but it says it requires placenent of
NYPD officers at every school

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Yes, it does in New York City,
correct.

SENATOR BENJAM N: kay. kay.
WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG You know what woul d
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be hel pful to ne, Senator? Could you tell ne

what page you're on?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Oh, sure. |I'm
on page 56.

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay, thank you

SENATOR BENJAM N: So the sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: So if an NYPD
officer is required in every school in New York
City, can the sponsor |let us know what woul d be
the cost for this proposal?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, there already are school safety
officers at every school. So basically what this
does, it just changes the school safety officer
into a police officer. So the costs would be not
that much to make this change.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Ckay, thank you
for that. Al right.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BENJAM N: Ckay. Moving on
to a question here -- | see -- and this is on
page 23, | believe, that you're asking for the
City Council to oversee activities of NYCHA and
al so asking for an office of an independent
nonitor to oversee NYCHA

Can you explain -- can the sponsor
expl ain what would be the difference in those
two -- between those two overseeing roles,
between the City Council and this office of an
i ndependent nonitor?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. The way that this proposal would
work is that the City Council would have
oversi ght over NYCHA. The state woul d have a
noni tor who woul d al so be invol ved.

| think there's a | ot of concern,
frankly across the state, about the conditions at
NYCHA. And sonet hing needs to change, because
what' s happeni ng now just is not working. And we
do believe there needs to be nore oversight over
what' s happeni ng at NYCHA. {inaudible} --
guesti on.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Sur e.

Can | nmke a statenment? | don't
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know how to -- how does that work, | just say
something? On the -- I'"msorry, on the -- so on
t he resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Benjami n on the resol ution.

SENATCR BENJAM N: As it relates to
NYCHA, | do agree that there are a nunber of
concerns and issues that need to be addressed. |
do believe that there are nmultiple factors at
play. | agree with the spirit of oversight.
think the issue is that we are tal king about
provi di ng oversi ght w thout providing the
appropriate resources for the mpjority of the
capital needs that are required at NYCHA. W're
tal ki ng about somewhere around $20 billion of
capital inprovenents.

The sponsor was not able to explain
to me why design-build for NYCHA is not included
in this resolution, while nmentioning the fact
that there are things that need to be changed.
One of the things that needs to change is that
NYCHA needs the ability to quickly address sone
of the issues, and so |I'msurprised that that's
not in the resol ution.

W1l the sponsor continue to yield,
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M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, do you yield for questions?

SENATOR YOUNG Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Benj am n.

SENATOR BENJAM N: So | see on
page 20 that there's $4.5 mllion cut fromthe
Tenant Protection Unit. |s that correct?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thank you.

Does the sponsor believe that
protecting tenants is an inportant priority of
the State of New York?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, yes.

And so just so the Senator knows --
| know he's new to the Senate. But in the past

we have proposed | anguage that would clearly
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outline what the TPU woul d be authorized to do,
and the Governor unfortunately has rejected the

| anguage. And so thus we continue to reject the

f undi ng.

SENATOR BENJAM N: So t hrough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: | see. So if
t he Governor had proposed the | anguage that the
majority was confortable with as it relates to
TPU, the sponsor would be in favor of the funds
for TPU?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Yes, we would consider it.

SENATCR BENJAM N: You' d consi der
it, okay. Thank you.

Next question. On the DREAM Act --
turn to page 19, if we nmay. The |anguage as |
see it here -- sorry, excuse ne. Gve nme a
second. Oh. The Senate -- | just want to read
this real quick. The Senate rejects the

Governor's proposal to all ow undocunented
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students' eligibility to receive Tuition
Assi stance Program funding. This rejection of
the DREAM Act results in a $27 m|lion decrease
in the total TAP appropriation.

The question is, is the sponsor in
favor or agai nst the DREAM Act?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. What we hear from our
constituents fromacross the state is that they

have very deep concerns about Anerican

citizens -- their children, their famly
menbers -- being able to afford coll ege.
And so basically they -- because

t hey have these concerns, giving their
har d-earned tax dollars to people who are here
illegally, they seemto be overwhel m ngly agai nst

that. So there are issues that are related to

t hat .

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATCR BENJAM N: So was that a --
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was that stating that because sone of the
t axpayers are concerned with this, as a result
the majority is against the DREAM Act ?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. As | stated, the people who we
represent have deep concerns about the DREAM Act.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Does the sponsor
bel i eve that undocunented students have the right
to be educated in the State of New York?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Benjami n, could you direct questions directly to
itens within the resolution, as opposed to the
sponsor's opi ni ons?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Oh, I'msorry.
| will rephrase that.

Based on page 19, the DREAM Act
| anguage, would the -- the undocunented students
that are on page 19, as they're referred, does

t he sponsor believe that they have rights to an
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education in the State of New York?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, we are discussing the DREAM Act
and whet her we accept or reject the Governor's
proposal. And so the Senate rejects it.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,

M. President. So if the -- so if we reject the
nmoney for the students to go to school, then that
nmeans we reject themgetting educated in the
State of New York, is that correct?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. | would |ike to point out that
several years ago there was a | aw t hat was passed
that provides in-state tuition to undocunented
people. That exists. But what we're talking
about are people's hard-earned tax dollars going
to fund people who are here illegally for a
col | ege educati on.

And peopl e have concerns about that,
because in nany cases these sane taxpayers can't
afford to send their own children to coll ege.

And we believe that this is an issue of fairness.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Fai rness, okay.

Through you, M. President, will the

sponsor continue to yield?
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Moving on to
crimnal justice reform |I'mglad that the
sponsor nentioned fairness, because |I'd like to
start on that -- with that with a question. 1In
the | anguage -- let nme see here. | want to nake
sure on I"mon the right page.

On page 41, the Senate majority
states that they're open to negotiation on speedy
trial, bail, and automatic discovery reform and
this is a matter of a fair crimnal justice
system And you don't want to sacrifice public
safety.

So ny question is, does the sponsor
believe it's fair that about 65 or so percent of
those in R kers Island right now are awai ti ng
trial and have not yet been convicted of a crinme?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. The Senator may have m ssed ny
previ ous conments, but we have concerns from both
sides of the issue on these crimnal justice
reforns that the Governor put in his Executive

pr oposal .
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And as | stated, people who are for
bail reform speedy trial, discovery, all those
i ssues, canme in today to see the Senate nmjority
to express their concerns about the Governor's
| anguage.

So we are working to hear from al
stakeholders in this so that we can resol ve the
concerns. There are concerns on the side that
are agai nst these particul ar proposals, but the
peopl e who actually support the ideas in concept
al so have concerns about what the Governor
i ncluded in the budget.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Does the
maj ority have an opinion or position on speedy
trial, bail and automatic discovery refornf?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. So we had a good di scussion
earlier, | believe with Senator Bailey. But we

tal ked about the fact that |ast year we had the
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Rai se the Age proposal and there was a | ot of

i ntensi ve work that was done on that through
negotiations. And | believe at the end of the
day we canme up with a good product.

And so because so many of the
advocates on both sides of the issue have
concerns, | believe that we should have simlar
di scussi ons about the Governor's proposal because
nobody supports it right now anong the advocacy
groups.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thank you.

On the bill -- | nmean on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Benjami n on the resol ution.

SENATOR BENJAM N: | do appreciate
the Senator's responses to my questions.

| have sonme serious concerns as it
relates to NYCHA, as it relates to crimna
justice reform as it relates to education and
other issues. | believe that as a state, when we
tal k about fairness, we should make sure that
we' re consi dering everyone and not just talking
about fairness for a few It is inportant that

we be open-m nded and nake sure that we try to
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hear all points of view

And | do thank this body for hearing
me, and I will not be in support of this
resol ution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President. | will just speak on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery on the resol ution

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Briefly.
Thank you.

As some of -- |'ve heard very often
people refer to especially elected officials,
that we speak out of both sides of our nouths.
So I'"m |l ooking at this budget resolution, and it
seens to be speaking out of both sides, if you
will, and in many ways contradicting itself
wi t hin the budget docunent.

And | just wanted to point out a
coupl e of instances of that that | see readily
and very, very troubling. It is what our
statenent -- what this docunent says to what we

t hi nk about young people in our state,
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opportunities for young people especially, and
nor eover, how we're willing to spend on sone
t hi ngs but not the young people that we represent
and we hope to be our future.

For instance, there is -- I'm
| ooking at -- under the -- on page 5, | believe
it's for education. There is a proposal that we
shoul d have the conm ssioner create certain
programs, curriculumfor certain prograns,
support certain progranms. This would be the
Conmi ssi oner of Education. For instance, we
address -- the docunent says the conmm ssioner
shoul d create a youth violence pilot program So
fine. The conm ssioner should create a
prevention of child sexual exploitation program
kay. The commi ssioner should create a peace
conflict resolution pilot program

So we direct the comm ssioner to
create all of these programs, but then in the
next paragraph or the next section we say we
l[imt the Board of Regents' power. Now, it's as
if we don't understand that the Board of Regents
and the conmm ssioner work together, so many of
t he proposals for education policy in our state

actually come out of the Board of Regents and the
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commi ssi oner, working together, to propose that
we do certain things.

But now our docunent says, this
resolution -- not mne, it's yours. CQur
resol ution says, Oh, let's nake sure that
anyt hing that the Regents -- and | gather we
understand, certainly we shoul d understand that
when we say Regents, we nean the state education
commi ssioner -- that any decision, any rule,
regul ati on, amendnent, anything that they do,
that has to go through the Ofice of the Budget.

Ckay. If that's the case, then you
know I"minterpreting this as you sayi ng even
t hough you've laid out all of these things that
you want themto do, you don't really want them
to do it. Because you know when it goes through
t he budget, that's |ike the dead zone for
ever yt hi ng.

So the other thing that |I'm | ooking
at is while we conplain about all of the
different things that are wong with -- as it
relates to achi evenent of young people in our
state, we have a resolution which agrees to -- so
we all know that we can -- the Governor can

propose, and we can have a discussion, and |'m
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happy to do that. But this says we agree to
$31.1 million in cuts to prograns, higher
education opportunity programs in our state.
That nmeans that that's nuch | ess funding for
young peopl e.

And we al so propose that prograns
like the Early Coll ege Program which is not
hi gher ed, but it connects secondary w th higher
education -- extrenely inportant, has worked very
wel | across the state in all of the school
districts, including schools in districts like
mne -- My Brother's Keeper, we propose -- you're
saying let's not fund that at all, let's just cut
out all of the funds for that.

So that's why | say this is a tota
contradiction. It's very sad. | feel very bad
about it.

And then let ne just finally say one
ot her area of contradiction that is very
troubling, and that is you want a youth viol ence
pilot program Ckay, fine. You want to study --
you want to study sone nore youth prograns.
don't see the funding for it, but | see the study
for it. So that's fine.

But you say, Oh, by the way, let's
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cut $40 mllion out of the Gty of New York for
the Cose to Hone program Isn't that supposed
to be what we did in relationship to Raise the
Age? Yes. But so let's not fund that anynore,
or let's let themgo off on their own, raise the
noney as best they can. Forget about them

So we don't want to fund the Cl ose
to Home? That is a working programthat deals
with the whol e issue of youth viol ence.

So as | said, very disappointing,
contradictions all over the place. W say we
care about young people, but we certainly are not
willing to put in the resources and even support
what we al ready have and what we know that works.

So, M. President, I'lIl be voting no
on this resolution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

As far as hi gher education goes,
think there's sonme really good parts but also
sonme parts where we need a little nore
clarification. So if the sponsor would yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or,
do you yield? The Senator yields.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: On page 7 of the
budget resolution, you tal k about your support
for the ASAP program It's the |ast paragraph
under "Article VIl proposal.” You indicate that
it's an inportant conponent in achieving success,
et cetera, and you say the Senate supports the
expansi on of the program

And yet | don't see it in the |ist
of items to be restored fromthe CGovernor's -- to
t he Executive Budget proposal.

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay. So through
you, M. President, so we have | anguage in
there -- you're right, that recogni zes the ASAP
programis an inportant conmponent in achieving
success. And so by acknow edgi ng that, we
woul d -- you know, what we're saying is that we
support that particul ar program

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR STAVI SKY: Then why is --

SENATOR YOUNG Through you, just
to finish the second half of that answer, that
program has been |l argely funded by the city, by
New York City.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to yield, there's a $2.5 mllion
cut in the ASAP programin the Governor's
Executive Budget, and yet it's not restored in
your budget resol ution.

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, there is a $2.5 mllion cut to the
program And that is a programthat the Assenbly
has been very interested in, so they restored
that funding | ast year and we expect that they
will do the same, they will try to do the sane in
t hese budget negotiations that are upcom ng.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Wul d t he
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: The ASAP program
is a remarkable program It's in the conmunity

col l eges at CUNY. And the New York Tines, for
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exanpl e, a nunber of years ago wote about how
successful it was.
How it works is because of the fact

that the students, the coll ege students, receive

speci al gui dance from counselors. They receive a

MetroCard -- nmany of themcan't even afford that.

They receive a MetroCard. They receive -- their
attendance is nonitored. They receive this
i ntense counseling, and it works.

And | ask why the other prograns
have not been restored. There's a whole litany
of programs, the opportunity progranms. Wy have
you not included the restoration of the other
progranms or even comented on themthe way you
did on ASAP?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, there are prograns that the
Governor cut, unfortunately, that the Senate
actual ly supports. And so that's why every year
the Assenbly wants to restore those progranms and
have those under their part of the budget. W
have prograns that we restore as a Senate. And
we' ve al ways supported, in the final product,

t hose particul ar prograns.

So the Assenbly feels very strongly
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that they would Iike to be the ones that fund
t hose projects and those progranms at the table.
And -- but we support them al so.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. |If
t he sponsor would continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: The second area
|"d like to discuss is on page 56 and 57 of your
budget resolution. It deals with maintenance of
effort.

As you know, both houses passed a
mai nt enance of effort bill. The Governor vetoed
it, saying it really belongs as part of the
budget, and | happen to agree. And yet
unfortunately you have a -- it's Part U of
Article VII. This is on the top of page 57.

And it says: The Senate advances
| anguage anendi ng t he nai nt enance of effort
provi sions to expand state obligations to SUNY
and CUNY.

Whul d you expand upon that and tel
us exactly what you have in mnd?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you, Senator,
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for that question.

So in our proposal what we would do

is put in $64 mllion for operating and then
restore $78 mllion to the hospitals.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
will continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: The mai nt enance
of effort was used to cover sone of the costs
that are not really anticipated in parts of the
budget negotiations. Part of it is for property
rental s, contract obligations, things that have
al ready been negotiated in their contracts. How
is this going to be resol ved?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President. As you know, we voted for that
bill in this house too, so it's of great concern
to us. And frankly it was di sappoi nting that
that particular initiative was vetoed by the
Gover nor .

So if there are funding sources that
we can discuss noving forward so we can continue

to hel p our canpuses across the state, we're
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hopi ng that we can come up with some sol utions.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And yet you have
not included it in your budget resolution, the
anount s.

SENATOR YOUNG So again, we're
hopi ng that we can conme up with some solutions in
t hose areas.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Al right. If
t he Senator would continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Continuing to
Part P, it says: The Senate advances | anguage
repealing a statute that would inpl enent a new
char geback met hodol ogy.

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, this is actually the chargebacks
that go back to the counties, county governnents.
And so sone counties have concerns with it, so |
think that it warrants further discussion.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: A nunber of the
counties at the upstate SUNY institutions have
conpl ai ned about the chargeback. Howis this
going to affect the other colleges, such as the
Fashion Institute of Technol ogy, which is
technically a community col |l ege and woul d be
af fected by this progranf

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, actually FIT and those
institutions would be treated the sanme. It
doesn't change anyt hi ng.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Doesn't change
the --

SENATOR YOUNG Right. Right.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Because | know
we passed the |l egislation a nunber of years ago.

SENATOR YOUNG Ri ght .

SENATOR STAVI SKY: On anot her
subject, if the Senator would vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: On page 37, Part
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: You say the
Senat e advances | anguage allowing for a
restructuring of the Hi gher Education Services
Cor poration board. How would you restructure the
boar d?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. The way we woul d restructure
it, we would allow the Senate and the Assenbly to
appoi nt nmenbers to that board.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And what is the
current method?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. So it's ny understanding it's al
political appointees.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Let nme rephrase
t he question. The Governor appoints the nenbers
of the board --

SENATOR YOUNG Right. So we felt
very strongly that the Legislature, a coequal
branch of governnent, should have input too. And
so we woul d propose that the Senate woul d appoi nt
a menber and the Assenbly woul d have the sane
opportunity.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And if the
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Senat or woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: When was the
last time the board nmet?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | think it was May of |ast year;
but 1'mnot sure that that's in the budget
resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: No, |'m sure
it's not.

SENATOR YOUNG Ri ght .

SENATOR STAVI SKY: But that's ny
poi nt, that --

SENATOR YOUNG Yes. Ckay.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: -- if the
Senat or would continue --

SENATOR YOUNG Got cha.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: The poi nt,
M. Chairman, is that the board hasn't net.

SENATOR YOUNG Right. And so |
t hi nk, you know, if they haven't met -- | think
there needs to be nore accountability in the
system nore transparency. And | feel that our
proposal would be able to address sone of the

concerns that we share.
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SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: There are nmany
i nportant issues before the HESC board, such as
part-tinme TAP. Fromwhat | understand, that has
not been -- it's been allocated, but it hasn't
been i npl emrented. How do you propose to resolve
t his?

SENATOR YOUNG Wel 1, through you,
M. President, | think if we have representation
on the board, those questions may be raised
t hrough t he process.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. And
t hank you for your responses.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: |"msorry, the
resol ution.

The fact that so many opportunity
prograns were cut is really doing a disservice,
and it's providing education for those who can
afford it. And that's not really the purpose of

public higher education. So we all agree that --
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or at least this side of the aisle agrees that we
must restore those opportunity prograns.

Secondly, we believe that there are
certain other additions, they've been outlined
by -- in our announcenent. But we believe that
-- obviously we support the Bundy Aid
restitution, because the $35 mllion is a
terrible cut. It doesn't -- it's really a
pass-through where the beneficiaries are the
students. Mst of that $35 mllion goes for
schol ar shi ps.

We support increasing TAP. W
support your proposal to increase the base aid
for the conmunity coll eges. W support,
certainly, the student |oan forgiveness program
That is an extrenely inportant issue.

The increase in capital spending for
SUNY and CUNY, we agree with the nmgjority on that
issue. The restoration of the childcare for the
community col |l eges, extrenely inmportant. And we
agree with you that that noney shoul d be
restored. And lastly, we do support the
expansi on of the STEM progranms to the nonpublic
col | eges.

But we bal ance the good and the bad.
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And take a look -- unfortunately, | nean, the
lady up there in the stained glass w ndow,
bal anci ng, standing on the scales. |It's not an
even scale. And it's bal anced, unfortunately,
the wong way, and | intend to vote no on the
resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank

you, Senator Stavisky.

Senat or Krueger, there's a -- on the
all ocation, still an additional five mnutes, and
we will recognize you

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.
| rise to round up at the end. Oh,
|"msorry, you -- one nonent, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Krueger, do you yield to Senator Rivera?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,
M. President, | yield to Senator Rivera.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ri ver a.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Leave ne one
m nute, Senator Rivera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
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M. President, | will do just that. Through you,
M. President, | will |eave Senator Krueger one
m nut e.

" mnot going to ask questions, so
"1l speak on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Ri vera on the resol ution.

SENATOR RI VERA: | will not ask
guestions, one, because many of ny coll eagues
have asked the questions already. And second,
because | have noticed that many of the responses
have been quite crafty and have kind of ignored
the fact that when ny col |l eagues point out that
things are not on the resolution, they are
poi nted out maybe they are, but maybe we'll talk
about themlater. One of ny coll eagues nenti oned
t he phrase "kicking the can down the road."
Certainly that is accurate.

There's so many issues that are
either not net, that are not tal ked about in this
resolution, or I think we're going in the wong
direction. \Wether it is My Brother's Keeper,
$18 mllion that is not in the resolution.
Whether it is the fact that we're not doing

anyt hi ng on protecting young people or any other
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New Yorkers from guns, we're just tal king about
school safety in ways -- that's where that
"crafty"” word cones in again.

W tal ked about design-build, but
attached to it was this idea that we would put
nore police officers in schools, and we tal ked
before, a couple of days ago, about how putting
nore people with guns in schools is not a good
idea. Not even the police officers want to do
t hat thensel ves

Whether it's the fact that there's
no ethics reformin here, the fact that there is
no early voting in here. As a matter of fact,
there was a conversation about there not being
noney for early voting. | believe that we al
woul d want people to be nore civically engaged.
Changing the laws to actually make it easier so
peopl e can vote would be a good way to do it.

And as far as covering the expenses,
| woul d suggest that perhaps that $1.2 nmillion
for the task force on tick-borne illnesses, or
the $5 mllion for the task force on opioid
addi ction, to which none of our nenbers in the
Denocrati c Conference belong -- so that's

$6.2 mllion for two Senate task forces. That's
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a lot of noney that you folks are using. And
it's not that | don't think these issues are

i nportant, but certainly we should perhaps be
included. And | don't know how much paper you
can print for $6.2 mllion.

But in any event, there's no DREAM
Act in this resolution. There are changes in --
there are sone changes in NYCHA but no rea
commtment to putting real noney into NYCHA, not
actual ly hel ping NYCHA al ong. And maki ng sure
that that noney is | ockboxed so that it's going
to actual capital inprovenents that will address
t he concerns that we're tal king about -- |ike
nol d, for exanpl e.

There's no rental subsidies for
people living with AIDS outside of the Gty of
New York. Wen we're tal king about the fact that
this is a conmmuni cabl e di sease that peopl e that
are on public assistance -- we provide that
assistance to people living in the Gty of
New York. That does not happen outside of the
city. The Governor proposed that that woul d be
the case, and you folks took it out.

There is no Child Victinms Act, as

was poi nted out by one of ny conference
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col | eagues.

Anything related to crimnal justice
reform whether it's speedy trial or bail reform
or discovery reform geriatric parole. Gy and
trans panic, we haven't even tal ked about that,
the fact that the original proposal included that
so it would not be available as a defense, and
you fol ks took it out.

Whet her we're tal king about -- when
we're tal king about bail reform there was
actually a change that woul d expand charitable
bail, which is a bill that | passed proudly a few
years ago in the Senate. And as opposed to that,
we're actually going in the opposite direction as
refers to bail reform

Whet her we're tal king about all the
hi gher educati on opportunity prograns that were
not i ncl uded.

O the prison contraband screeni ng.
There's actually a bill we just passed this
nmorning in the Crine Victins, Crinme and
Corrections Conmittee which addresses prison
cont raband but does nothing to change the way
that the current process works for enpl oyees, so

staff menbers are not going to be checked in any
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particular way. So if there's any contraband
com ng that way, it's still going to cone.

And | know that you nmean by that
that 1've got -- that she's got a mnute left. |
will just finish by saying that it's unfortunate
that this is what we're -- what we've been --
what we have to do, right, this kicking the can
down the road, which you -- apparently the
Republ i can Conference believes is the way to
actually deal with these issues.

So this resolution either goes in
the wong direction or takes sonme issues that we
shoul d be tal ki ng about and instead says, Oh,
we'll talk about it soneday. | believe,

M. President, that this is a resolution that
does not really address the issues of this state,
and I will be voting in the negative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Krueger for the closing mnute.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Well, | think that ny coll eague

covered a lot of the points. | guess what we've

heard here today is it's not soup yet. This is a

resol uti on where so nany of the questions are
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referred to be discussed at another tine. So
many of the things that are critical for the
peopl e of New York are actually pulled out of the
budget rather than new alternative proposals

subm tted.

On design-build, which you' ve heard
quite a bit about, the Cty of New York would
save billions of dollars getting the work we want
themto do done if we allowed themto do
design-build. But instead, just one itemin
design-build is tied into putting police in our
school s, which the city reports, as they listen
here, would cost thema billion dollars a year.

| know ny public schools and ny
private schools have both told ne they do not
want police officers in their buildings, thank
you very much

W can and we nust do better. W
have failed MTA. W are actually comng up with
proposal s to demand nore of NYCHA wit hout
provi ding the noney. W are tying the hands of
our |l argest |ocal governnment and taking and
requiring that they spend nore noney than we
think they need to, because we're playing

politics and ganes.
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| guess the good news is this isn't
really a budget proposal. As Senator Young
expl ai ned, much of it is just thrown down the
line to be discussed. So good, we can continue
di scussion. But | see no reason why anyone on
either side of the aisle should actually vote for
this today.

Again, it's not soup yet,

M. President. | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

I n accordance with the comments from
| eaders, we will now have an opportunity to al so
hear fromthe Senate Majority Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wio will be
here | ess than nmonentarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. We have
previ ously heard from Senat or Kl ein and Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns, and now we will hear from Senate
Maj ority Leader Senator John Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

|"msorry for arriving at the | ast

monment. | know we've had a busy day, a busy

coupl e of weeks. And when Senator Klein and
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Senat or Stewart- Cousins were speaking, | happened
to be down at the Tinmes Union Center in an
intimate gat hering of about 8,000 1199 nenbers
and nurses here advocating and | obbying for
heal t hcare, which is obviously a critical part of
our budget.

| did have a chance to listen to a
nunber of the coments that were nade by ny
col | eagues. | want to say thank you to everybody
for their diligence, for just the respectful
nature of the way the discussions took place
today. | think they had a much | onger discussion
in the Assenbly, for a variety of reasons.

But I want to focus on a coupl e of
basic things, and I want to start by thanking
frankly all the menbers, but the respective
nmenbers of the Finance Conmittees. And | heard
comment s about policy, | heard comments about
fiscal policy and about appropriations in the
budgetary process. | look at this in a sort of
bi furcated way.

There's no reason at any given tine
that we can't engage in substantive policy
di scussions, but | really do feel that the

New York State budget should be far nore
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reflective of sinple basic things, |ike how are
we paying for transportation for Medicaid
patients? How are we nmaking sure that senior
citizens get enhanced exenptions that cost nobney
either to local government or the State of
New York? How are we naking sure that children
have appropriate access not only to elenmentary
and secondary education, but rather to higher
education -- which is really an underpinning of
what we' ve advocated fromthe get-go this year,
and that is affordability, opportunity, and
security. And I'Il repeat: Affordability,
opportunity, and security.

Now, | digress for a nmonment. To
Senat or Krueger, to Senator Young, to both of ny
col | eagues in particular, let's not overl ook the
fact of the deliberative nature of what we've
been doing since the onset. And |I'm being, you
know, Captain Cbvious with sone of this. But the
Governor comes out and cones up with his State of
the State, there's a brief hiatus, then we have
the introduction of the budget. And it's been a
little bit unconventional in terns of howit's
been presented. Sonetinmes we're here, sonetinmes

we're there. But the docunents ultimtely get
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out there.

So the Governor conmes out with his
budget. And as we nove into that process, we
start the budget hearing process. Now, nobody
knows better than the two col | eagues | just
referenced, who have the patience of saints.
Because we had at |east 12 different hearings
spanning over | think at |east three weeks. And
there was a hiatus because of the weather, so our
| ast hearing was in the | ast week of February.

Now, why do | say this and frankly,
why do | belabor this point? W have an
exhaustive process for issues that are budgetary
in nature. |f Senator Krueger wants to engage in
a discussion with Senator Young about econom c
devel opnent noney we spend on advertising, how
we're providing tax incentives or tax credits no
what the area of the state, that's good. That's
good. That's the way it's supposed to be.

But | also think we have to focus on

what is our primary responsibility right now.

Ri ght now, today, many people feel like this is
the true start of the budget process. | don't
agree. | think we've been going at this for

quite a while, and the product you see here
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today, there are sone who laud it, some who
critique it, but everyone can read it and
understand it. And the same process is taking
pl ace across the way in the New York State
Assenbl y.

Now, not only have our coll eagues
engaged in these discussions, but so has the
public. You know, with the advent of technol ogy
and the ever-changi ng nature of technol ogy --
remenber when people used to wite letters?
peopl e used to hand-write letters. And people
used to type on a typewiter. And you would
expect that you would respond in kind. Now,

t oday, some issue can cone up affecting any one
of us, you can have 5,000 enmils within the space
of an hour.

So to suggest in sonme way, shape or
formthat we don't have public input | think is
just inaccurate. So |I'mconfident that we have a
| ot of input, not only fromthe public, not only
fromour constituents, not only from our
not-for-profits, our for-profits, people in the
public sector and the private sector, but |
believe in the faith of the nen and women t hat

work in this chanber.
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Everyone cones at it froma
different angle. | was watching on TV, | saw
Senat or Montgonery, | saw Senator Conrie, Senator
St avi sky, Senator Bail ey, Senator Benjamn, a
nunber of our coll eagues getting up and tal ki ng
about their priorities. Wich 1l think is a
reflection of their philosophy and what they
believe to be the needs of their district.

So again, we're going back to
affordability, opportunity, and security. And
some of these things are actually quite sinple.
We believe in the taxpayer. | don't care if it's
federal governnent policy, state policy, county,
town or village -- whenever we ask people for a
fee or a license fee or sonmething |ike that, or a
tax, it's all the same person who pays.

So we have to -- whether it's
160 billion or 170 billion, we'd better start
t hi nki ng about the taxpayer. That's why we don't
raise taxes. | repeat, we don't raise taxes.
People in the State of New York pay too mnuch
noney al ready. W have the highest tax burden in
the country, even though we've made sone strides.

So we want to nake sure that we're

havi ng people nove in and not nove out. And it's
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a multifaceted approach. In econonic

devel opnent, we need to review every single
programthat we have. W need to take a harder,
cl oser | ook at every dollar that we spend. W
need to do sinple things |ike change the

regul atory structure -- Senator Jacobs knows
this -- in the State of New York to nmake it
easier to do business.

And opportunity, | think of
opportunity in the context of everybody. Kids:
After-school progranms, art, nusic, theater.
Adults: @Ginful enploynment, whether you're a
t eenager or sonmeone who's a mllennial, someone
who's mi ddl e-aged or maybe in the latter part of
your career. That opportunity should transcend
everything and apply to everybody.

So again, affordability, opportunity
and security. And I"'mgoing to put this in
context and I'm going to share ny personal
opinion. There's nobody in this chanber -- no
matter where you live, no matter who you
represent, everybody cares about people.
Sonetimes we cone at it fromdifferent angles,
but when you tal k about security, | don't need to

sit and talk to Joe Addabbo and ask him Joe, do
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you think we should take care of kids in school ?
Yeah, everybody believes that.

W have a robust package that we
think right now addresses sone very acute needs
in our schools. | just got out of a nmeeting with
peopl e tal ki ng about technol ogy, how you can do
nore things at schools -- and everyone i s exposed
to this, the changing nature of this. Two or
t hree weeks ago, now -- there were a thousand
conpani es out there before, now there's 1500
conpani es out there |l ooking to help out. And
frankly, some of them are | ooking to make a buck,
but they're looking to help out with public
safety and security.

So when | hear the conments, Well,
this policy is not in there, this policy is not
in there -- you know, we have, as | said, a
del i berative process. But when the Governor
comes in and puts a lot of policy proposals, we
do actually believe that there should be a
differentiation. And | personally believe that,
and |'ve been here for a long tine. These are
thorny, delicate, substantive issues that require
sone nore extended di scussion.

Now, imagine -- | knowit's not
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goi ng to happen, but imagine if we just finished
the budget and left. If we did it the way the
Governor wanted, that's probably what we could
do. Because the way the Governor crafted his
budget proposal, there really is no necessary
function for the Senate or the Assenbly. Let us
figure it out, let DOB do it, |let the agency
heads do it.

W don't believe that should be the
case. W don't want to cede our authority, we
don't want to usurp the role of the Executive.
So when we tal k about issues involving the things
that were di scussed here today, | don't mnd
taking time. | don't mnd taking tinme. Because
if we're going to do these things, gosh darn it,
we need to do themright. W don't have any real
roomfor error, particularly on things like
security.

So I'lIl close where | started.
Thank you to everybody. Maybe the wong phrase
is let the games begin. Mybe we've been
i nvolved in the ganes al ready.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: But, you know,

|l ook. In reference to the people that | serve
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with, and that is individually and collectively
as a conference, but everybody here -- |adies and
gentlemen, there is no reason in the world that
we cannot have an on-tinme budget. There's no
reason in the world that we shouldn't have an
on-tinme budget. And every tine | tal k about
this, | say the sanme thing. W don't deserve
accol ades, we don't deserve, Oh, hey, you guys
did a great job, you passed a budget on tinmne.
That's the law. That's the law. Parker's
smling over there; he knows what | nean.

But that's a function of hel ping
| ocal governnments, not-for-profits, taxpayers to
know what our blueprint is. And we can do that

by March 29th. There's no reason we can't do

that. 1Is it going to be pretty along the way? |
don't think so. | don't think so. |It's going to
be a little rough. |1'mIlooking at Dave Val esky;

he's going to be pushing and, you know, | ooking
for things in Syracuse and his area, as is
everybody in this room

So | am confident that we can do
this, but we're going to go at it froma
different angle. W're going to tal k about | obs.

We're going to talk about jobs. | don't know
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about you, but | |ooked and | read and |

i stened, whether it was verbally or in witing,
there wasn't a | ot of discussion about jobs
except for what's com ng out of this conference.

So if we're going to have that
affordability, we're going to have that
opportunity, and by extension we're going to have
that security, whether it's for your adult nenber
or fam |y nenber who happens to be in a nursing
home, or your kid who's on a college canmpus or
your young child who's in a preschool program or
sonmething like that, or a childcare program
that's all enconpassing.

Senat or DeFranci sco, he doesn't even
have to look at ne. It is 4 o' clock. W're
done. We're done. | thank everybody.

M. President, let's get the work of the people
of the great State of New York done in a tinely
fashi on, and that nmeans doing our work in earnest
so we can finish and be proud on March 29th.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you. Thank you, Senator Flanagan. It nay not be
| et the ganmes begin, but it is March nmadness.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
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further business --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Yes,
there is, Senator DeFrancisco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO There is?
Wel |, what m ght that be?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO ' m goi ng
to ask the Secretary to call the roll on the
resol ution.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 32. Nays,
29.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, that conpletes
t he busi ness before the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Vell, nowis
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. There is
not hi ng additionally before the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Well, in that
case, |I'lIl nove to adjourn until tonorrow,

Thur sday, March 15th, at 11:00 a. m
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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Senat e stands adj ourned until Thursday,
March 15th, the Ides of March, at 11:00 a. m
(Wher eupon, at 4:02 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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