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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads in
a nonment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
February 11th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,

February 10th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

M. Floor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President, | nove that the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective commttees and
be reconmtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause. Al are by Senator Bonacic.

Senate Bill Nunmbers 4286, 5419, 5501, 6243A, and

6801.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: So
or der ed.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | wish to
call up Senator Amedore's bill, Print Nunber

6960, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
282, by Senator Amedore, Senate Print 6960, an
act to require.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | now nove to

reconsi der the vote by which this bill was
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passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 40.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
amendnents are received, and the bill wll be
restored to the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO On page 28, |
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 243,
Senate Print 5575, by Senator LaValle, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO On page 22, |
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 171
Senate Print 690, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Reading Calendar. |It's by
Senator Ott.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Those

anendnents are received, and the bill shal
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retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And finally,
on page 21, | offer the follow ng amendnents to
Cal endar 157, Senate Print 6964, by
Senat or Hannon, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 23,
by Senator Al cantara, Senate Print 7295, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2017.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 28,
by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 7300, an act to
repeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 82,
by Senator Savino, Senate Print 3883, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
109, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 2629B, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
168, by Senator Funke, Senate Print 3988, an act
to anend the Econom c Devel opnment Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
170, by Senator Ott, Senate Print 685A, an act
to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
203, by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 226B, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Gol den to explain his vote.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to speak of a bill that
is long overdue, requesting that Mtor Vehicles
i ssue a "Survivor of the Bravest" |icense plate
to menber famlies of the paid professional

firefighters who died on 9/11 and those
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subsequently that have di ed since.

We | ost 343 firenmen that day and
we've lost that twice that since then. The
nunbers are astoundi ng.

This bill provides that these plates
will only be designed, produced and issued after
DW receives a bond for $6,000. And after two
years fromthe date available for sale or at
| east 200 sets of plates have been sold, the bond
can be discontinued. |If |less than 200 pl ates
have been sold, the departnment can use that bond
to recover any of its |osses.

These "Survivor of the Bravest™
license plates will recognize the many
contributions that our fire departnent and nany
ot hers made during those tough tinmes on 9/11 and
t hose subsequent tines since. There isn't a
nonth that goes by that we don't go to a wake or
a funeral of a fireman that has died and given
his life to this great city and to this great
state and nati on.

So | ask all of ny nenbers to vote
for this, and the Assenbly to vote for this, and
that we never forget their sacrifices and the

sacrifices of many that paid the ultimte price
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for the greatest nation in the world.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
CGol den to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
219, by Senator Carlucci, Senate Print 4048, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46. Nays, 1.
Senat or Hel m ng recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
228, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 4654, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
240, by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 3886,
an act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
289, by Senator Marchione, Senate Print 3854, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 289: Ayes, 47. Nays, 3. Senators
Bai | ey, Montgonery and Sanders recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |

i s passed.

M. Floor Leader, that conpletes the

noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President, can we now take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 3534, by Senator Kavanagh,
read the title only, and call on Senators
Kavanagh and Gol den to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3534, by Senator Kavanagh,
comenorating the Asian-Anerican community's
cel ebration of the Lunar New Year, the Year of
t he Dog, on February 16, 2018.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Kavanagh on the resol ution.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to join nmany of ny
constituents and New Yorkers throughout our state
in celebrating Lunar New Year. As many in this
chanber and across our state know, February 16t h,
this Friday, rings in the Year of the Dog in the
| unar cal endar.

The Lunar New Year holiday is the
nost inportant cultural holiday for many, nany

New Yorkers, and 1'd like to invite all of ny
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col |l eagues to join me in celebrating this
occasion. And | know we're going to hear froma
coupl e of ny col | eagues today.

Those born in the Year of the Dog
are traditionally thought to be characterized by
their truthful ness, loyalty, honesty, and
reliability, four ideals that all public
servants, including all of us in this chanber,
know strive to enbody each day.

Lunar New Year is nore than a
cel ebration for Asian-Anerican New Yorkers, it's
an opportunity for all of us to expand our
hori zons, |earn about other cultures, and
cel ebrate our neighbor's heritage as well as our
own.

As the Statute of Liberty rem nds
us, New York has | ong been a beacon of hope for
i ndi viduals fromacross the gl obe, and New York
wel comes imm grants of all backgrounds with open
arms. Qur state is proud to be the hone to
hundreds of thousands of Asian-Anerican
New Yor kers cel ebrating Lunar New Year, including
t hose with Chinese, Korean, Vietnanese, Laotian
and Si ngaporian heritage.

We're proud that Manhattan's
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Chinatown, located in ny district, is the |argest
concentration of Chinese individuals in the

West ern Hem sphere, and we're proud that

t hroughout our state, Asian-American conmunities
are growi ng and thriving.

This celebration is another great
reflection of New York's val ues of openness and
inclusion, and | hope that all of us in
government live up to the ideals of those born in
t he Year of the Dog.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Kavanagh.

Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,

M. President.

And | thank nmy colleague for putting
this resolution forward. This is an inportant
holiday in our comunity.

Across this great city today and
across Long Island and parts of New Jersey, we
have, in 12 distinct different conmmunities across
t hose areas, the | argest Asian-Anerican comunity
outside of China. Think about what | just said.

The nunbers are astounding here in the
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Chi nese- Anerican comunity in those areas.

And not to take ny coll eague with
Manhattan being the largest -- | think if he
takes a count, he'll find out that Brooklyn beats
him Queens is second, and Manhattan is third.

But that's besides the point. It's
still the | argest Chinese-Anerican comunity
outside of China, and that's what's inportant --
and outside of Asia -- that gives this great,
great, great opportunity for many, many famlies
tolive and to raise their famlies in our
comunity.

I n Brookl yn and Sunset Park right
al ong the areas from42nd Street up to 62nd
Street and Eighth Avenue, 90 percent of those
stores were enpty until about 15 years ago.
Those 20 bl ocks on Ei ghth Avenue now are full,
and the bustling enterprises and econonic
devel opnent in our restaurants and our conputer
stores and our technol ogy, our fabric stores --
those stores are really, really doing
exceptionally well. And the Chinese-Anericans
are doing extrenmely well living in our great,
great city and our surrounding comunities.

In this body here that | passed back
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many years ago was a bill, 4648, that actually
gave the Asian Lunar New Year an actual holiday
for our children and nade it an official holiday
here for the City and State of New York. That's
how i nportant it is today to be able to

acknow edge our brothers and sisters in the

Chi nese- Anerican comunity and t he Asian-Anerican
comunity.

So | vote -- there's no vote on
this, but I thank my colleagues for putting it
forward. Thank you. And this is a great, great
Year of the Dog.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Gol den, thank you

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mnot going to get into a
di scussi on of the nunmbers. However, | represent
a district that's approxinmately 75 or 80 percent
Asi an- Ameri can. And on Friday, not only is that
t he ki ckoff -- although we've been celebrating it
certainly for the last nonth -- of the Lunar

New Year, but the schools are going to be cl osed.
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Which is, quite frankly, about tine, because in
t he past parents have had to choose between
sending their children to school or cel ebrating
their rich cultural traditions, whether they be a
Chi nese- Aneri can or Korean- Aneri can.

And in fact on Saturday, in
Flushing, we're going to have one of the |argest
par ades ever where there are not only Chinese
floats but al so Korean-Anerican floats. And we
work very closely together as a cohesive unit in
t he Fl ushing comrunity.

And Fl ushi ng, as Senat or Col den
said, is really boom ng because of the
contributions of the Asian-American conmunity.
Back in the 1980s, the stores in downtown
Fl ushing were enpty, they were boarded up.
People had left; it was |ike a ghost town. And
t hen people originally from Taiwan and | ater from
t he Peopl e's Republic of China and the Republic
of Korea came, and they totally revitalized the
comunity.

And now, all you see are cranes and
construction going on, because this is where the
actionis. |It's a wonderful comunity, and |I'm

very, very proud to represent the Flushing area.
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Let nme nention sonmething else. And
that is how the people celebrate the Lunar New
Year, because | think it's nore than just a
parade. It's a chance for famlies to cone
together, to make the traditional neals that
peopl e are accustoned to having. Dunplings, for
exanple, are a staple of the Lunar New Year
eating experience, and each restaurant is really
better than the next. They're all really good,
and | highly recomrend it.

And as far as the Year of the Dog
goes, as Senator Kavanagh nmentioned -- and we
thank you for introducing this resolution -- the
dog is man's best friend and woman's best friend.
Dogs are devoted, they're loyal, they are
conpani on ani mals for people in need. And
they're also used by | aw enforcenent, the arned
services or the police, for jobs that are very
danger ous.

And the dog has been traditionally
one of the signs of the zodiac. There are 12,
and each year they celebrate a different sign of
the zodiac. Last year | think it was the
rooster; this year is the Year of the Dog.

And | et us hope that everybody cones
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to Flushing on Saturday and just watches a
magni fi cent parade filled with banners and nusi c.
And |ion dancing is another staple, and you'l

see a lot of lion dancing in Flushing.

So again, let us rejoice in the fact
that we are a diverse community, a community of
i mm grants, people who cane to this country
| ooking for a better life. And they found it.
And we certainly don't want to nake it any nore
difficult to celebrate their tradition.

So again, M. President, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

Senat or Hami | t on.

SENATCR HAM LTON: M. President,
rise also to recognize the Lunar New Year for the
Sunset Park section of ny district, for the Year
of the Dog. And to my Asian brothers and
sisters, | say ni hao ma, ni hao, ni hao.

And | just want to say we're having
the largest influx of Asian-Anmericans in
Brooklyn, in the Sunset Park part of ny district.
W will be unveiling the new arch, which wll
signify the emergence of the central business

district for the Asian conmunity on
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Ei ght h Avenue.

Also | just want to say to ny Asian
brothers and sisters that we're living in tines
where a ot of them are being stopped and asked
for their papers. And that's sonething that's
di sturbing to ne, that no person should be
stopped on the street because of their racial
ethnicity, and this is what's happening in Sunset
Par k.

So hopefully this will end. |I'm
| ooking at legislation to stop people from --

t hat' s wor ki ng-cl ass people, from being stopped
because they're Asi an- Aneri cans.

And so | just want to say to ny
Asi an brothers and sisters, thank you for being
supportive of ne. Xiexie. Xiexie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, is that
the | ast speaker?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Yes, sir.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | nove to
allow others to join on as cosponsors. |f they
want to cosponsor, they should approach the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thi s

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

590

resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you'd
i ke to cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, there's
now a resolution, privileged Resolution 3764, by
Senat or Lanza. Please read the title only and
call on ne to speak, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3764, by Senator Lanza,
commenorating the 108th anniversary of the
i ncorporation of the Boy Scouts of Anerica on
February 12, 2018.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, we have
some nenbers of the Boy Scouts in the gallery --
pardon ne? To ny left. And -- see, there's nore
than to ny left.

Before | was rudely interrupted --

(Laughter.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SENATOR: | apol ogi ze.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO -- we have

some Boy Scouts and their escorts here today in
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t he chanbers.

And this is a great resol ution
because nowadays when you pick up the newspaper,
what you see is bad stuff that young people do
and bad stuff that ol der people do. And it
really gives you sone faith as a | egislator and
as a citizen of this state that we have young
peopl e and those who are teaching themthat are
peopl e of character, integrity, and people who
have great attitudes and take on responsibility.

And so it's really inportant that we
acknow edge this wonderful group that is here
today, and | think it's 108th anniversary of the
Boy Scouts. And we are happy that you are doing
what you're doing. W want -- you are the role
nodel s t hroughout this state for young people --
and ol d peopl e too, because sonetines old people
don't do what's right and old people don't show
integrity.

So thank you for being what you are.
Thank all of you adults who are spending the tine
with these young people to make themthe great
| eaders of tonorrow.

So enjoy the rest of your day in

Al bany, and thank you very rmuch for what you do.
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(Standi ng ovation.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: [ m

excited to announce that we have several speakers

now. So I'll ask that we hold our appl ause until
the end, and I'Il call on Senator Bonacic to
speak.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
M. President.

First 1'd Iike to thank Senator
Lanza for sponsoring this resolution. 1'd like
to thank Senator DeFrancisco for his remarks.

| think many of the scouts are from
the m d-Hudson area. | went to your event
earlier today, but you were probably traveling,
trying to get through security and everything
el se.

But | try always to go to the Eagle
Scout ceremonies. And | do that because |I'm so
proud of the high |evel that sone of the Scouts
can achieve. Wether you are an Eagl e Scout or
not, | am proud that you are in the Scouts,
because what you're |earning about is character,
you're learning comitnent to the comunity,
you' re | earni ng about | eadership.

You may be -- our children may be
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25 percent of the population, but you're a
hundred percent of Anerica's future, and we
expect you to be the | eaders.

So to the troops that help nold
these individuals, to the parents that are
supportive, working with their children in the
Scouts, | say thank you very nuch for what you
do. Have a wonderful, wonderful 108th
anni versary.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Bonaci c.

Senat or Robach.

SENATOR ROBACH: Yes,

M. President.

Happy to be a cosponsor of this
resolution. You're not only cel ebrating
108 years, but | would say, very succinctly,
appreciate the effort of the Scouts, the |eaders,
and the direction.

Senat or Bonacic alluded to it; I've
been to over 500 Eagl e Scout cerenonies. And
every day, the highest award you can get, they're
teaching at every neeting not skills, personal

responsi bility, but really those values that wll
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make you successful at any age. Love of Cod,
country, famly, respect for yourself and respect
for others are truly great, great things to give
an individual at any age.

And knowi ng that you' ve been doing
it so well for 108 years, it is very fitting that
all of us here should be conmmendi ng you, because
that's going on all across the state. And | know
in Monroe County where | live, it's been great to
not only see an increase in the Eagle Scouts, but
al so a growth in popul ati on of young peopl e
j oi ning the Scouts.

So we say thank you, congratul ations
on your 108 years, and we | ook forward to many,
many nore of doing great things with these young
peopl e that are served so well through Boy Scouts
of Ameri ca.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Robach.

Senator Croci .

SENATOR CRCOCI : Thank you,

M. President.
| proudly cosponsor this resolution.

And to all the Boy Scouts in and the
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famlies in the audi ence today, thank you for
being part of an institution which | believe is
one of the pillars that we build a good society
on. Trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty,
brave, clean and reverent. |f you believe in
nothing else in life and you follow those sinple
principles, you' re going to be successful.

You know, when Lord Baden- Powel |
started the Boy Scouts at the turn of the
century, the last century, he was worried about
young peopl e not having the ability to survive,
M. President, on their own. And so the
Boy Scouts was a way to get out in nature, to get
back to basics and |earn what it nmeans to be a
human bei ng and survive. Those are principles |
think are apt today.

|"mvery proud of all the things
that 1've been able to acconplish in ny life, but
the final two words on ny resune are "Eagl e
Scout."” And those are the things that | wll
remenber, and those menori es.

Whet her it's Philnont, New Mexi co,
or Boy Scout canmp or whatever you do on your

weekends, it's a good way to spend your tine.
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And with all the challenges that you're facing as
young people, stick toit. W're very proud of
you and very proud to be with you today to
cel ebrate the anniversary.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Croci

Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President.

Along with ny col |l eagues, we are
very extremely proud of your tutorship and your
| eadership in bringing and keeping scouting alive
in the greatest state and the greatest nation in
the world. In sone cities it's an uphill battle,
but you've done it and you've been successful.

|"ve got to tell you right now, if
you | ook at the |leaders in science and
technol ogy, the leaders in finance, the |eaders
inour mlitary and paramlitary units, you wll
see in many, many instances that there is
scouting and Eagle Scouts in each one of those
di fferent departnents and agenci es and conpani es
and mlitary units.

That's what it's about. lt's about
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giving our kids the future, to be our future.
And you' ve done an outstanding job. W're proud
of each and every one of you. Thank you for your
service, and continue to do what you are doing.

God bl ess you, God bless the Scouts,
and God bless this great country. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Gol den.

Senat or Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

| shoul d have suspected that ny
col | eague across the aisle was an Eagl e Scout.
And if you were listening carefully, he recited
the entire nmotto very quickly. Could you do it
backwards, though? GCh, I'msure he could. | say
that with sone pride nyself, | was a Scout. And
| understand that it certainly allowed ne to get
out there. And | visited Ten-MIle River several
ti mes and had sonme fun there and therefore was
not -- | feel very confortable being in the
woods, sonetinmes even nore than in the woods of
Al bany, New York, though it's hard to get out of
t he woods here.

| will say this. The integrity that
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the Scouts really push, if people take that to
heart, it will take you a | ong way.

So ny Eagl e Scouts and ot her Scouts
above nme, | conmend you. And | really appl aud
the Scoutmasters, the people who are really

putting in the time, putting in the effort to

devel op the young talent. | applaud that. You
never know where that talent will take them You
know, perhaps with God's grace you will see your

prot eges out here, sitting down here. Perhaps
they will be sitting up there and being a
presi dent .

So havi ng said those things, God
bl ess the Scouts, CGod bl ess Anerica.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

Boy Scouts certainly is an American
institution which is known for years and years,
108 years, all over our country.

"' mthe proud grandnot her of two
Eagl e Scouts in Virginia Beach and certainly have

| earned fromthemall of the things that they
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studi ed and worked at to namke all the badges that
t hey create.

But not only do you learn a lot in
scouting, you have canaraderie that you wl|
remenber forever. But the |eadership skills, as
many of my col | eagues have nentioned, nake you
successful throughout your Ilife.

| al so am proud of Andy Hanabur gh
in Chestertown, New York, who just nade
Eagl e Scout, as his four brothers have nade
before him So five brothers in one famly, al
Eagl e Scouts. And nmy understanding is you' re not
just an Eagle Scout the day you get that award,
you are an Eagl e Scout forever.

So thank you very nuch for being
here, and continue to support Boy Scouts in this
country. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: To the
Boy Scouts and the | eaders that are with you, on
behal f of the nenbers of this great house and our
staff, we welconme you. W extend all of the
courtesies and the privileges of this great
house.

Ladi es and gentl enen, one nore round

of appl ause.
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(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: So the
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resolution is adopt ed.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
of fer the resolution up for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thi s
resolution is in fact open for cosponsorship. |If
you'd like to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, W have sone
speci al guests here that Senator Croci would |ike
a nonment to introduce. Wuld you recognize
Senator Croci .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Croci .

SENATOR CRCOCI : Thank you,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

601

M. President.

W are very fortunate to have with
us today representatives fromall over the state,
from 16 counties, who represent the people who
make the Joseph Dwyer Peer-to-Peer Program work
in the State of New York

This was a program born of this
body. And all of ny colleagues, all of us
t oget her, have made this programwork. It has
expanded to 16 counties. |1'd like to just
nmention the counties that are here today. And
all the professionals | believe are behind ne.
| f they could please rise just to be recognized
when | nmention your county. Representatives from
t he counties of Suffolk, Nassau, Rockland,

Put nam Dut chess, Saratoga, Jefferson, Broone,
Monroe and Renssel aer are all here today.

| f you don't know what the Dwyer
Peer-to-Peer Programis, it's a way for veterans
who are com ng hone with the wounds of war --
sonmetimes the silent wounds of war, posttraumatic
stress disorder and traumatic brain injury -- to
be able to work across their barriers and across
their troubles with other veterans to get the

hel p that they need.
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In very many instances it's very
difficult for individuals who have been trained
to quote, unquote, fix thenselves to reach out
for help. And reaching out to sonmebody who's
shared those experiences, a veteran thenself who
is also going through hard tines, has been a very
effective way. It's a nodel for the country.
It's something that's being considered to go
nationally across the 50 states.

And it started right here in
New York, and it started with my predecessor,
Senat or now Congressnan Lee Zeldin, and it
started in the New York State Senate. All of the
nmenbers of the Senate parti ci pat ed.

| want to thank you all for what you
do for our veterans, and | want to thank this
body for their continued support. And let's help
this programgrow in the State of New York,
because it's hel ping the individuals who have
served us so bravely in conbat.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: M. Fl oor
Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, we have

funding fromthis programthat Lee Zeldin started
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in Syracuse, New York, as well. And the place
that does all the great work is Clear Path for
Veterans in Syracuse, a real nodel for howto
deal with veterans with traumati c probl ens when
they get out of the mlitary. 1It's something
that should be increased in the budget, not just
mai nt ai ned.

And t hank you for all the work that
you do for this inportant segnent of our
comunity.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Mar chi one.

SENATCR MARCHI ONE: Yeah, | al so
want to add my thanks, certainly to Senator
Croci, but also to all of the nmen and wonen who
have been working on this, on these prograns.

| represent Renssel aer and Sarat oga,
so |'m bl essed to have two of ny counties
represented. And the work that these people are
doing is just phenonenal -- the help that they're
provi ding, the progranms that they've instituted.

|"mvery grateful for the program
and certainly very grateful that our veterans

have soneone to turn to, peers to turn to who can
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hel p them who understand, and who really can
provi de the assistance that's needed.

So thank you to all of them Thank
you to this body for this program And Senator
Croci, thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Car | ucci .

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

| just want to echo the words of ny
col | eagues and thank the people that make the
Joseph P. Dwyer Program work. W can provide the
funding, but at the end of the day it's the
vol unteers and the professionals that have
dedi cated countl ess hours to making sure they're
hel ping inprove the quality of life of our
vet er ans.

And it's just an honor to have in
our presence -- we've got nany people from
Bri dges, in Rockland County, that have really
chanpi oned this program Because as Senator
Croci said, this was really born out of the
New York State Senate and it's sonething that
we've tried to get off the ground and running.

But there is a learning curve. And we' ve been
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able to show fromcounties around this state that
we can have a nodel that works and that we can
expand it not just throughout the state but

t hroughout the nati on.

Ri ght now we're living with a major
problem Over 20 veterans conmt suicide every
day in the United States. And we can no | onger
just sit back and ask ourselves why; we've got to
step up and do sonmething. So |I'mgrateful to al
t he nenbers here that have supported the Joseph
P. Dwyer Program fromthe beginning. Let's nake
sure we fund it again in this budget and nmake
sure that it expands in New York State and
expands around the country.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: | too am
bl essed to have a Joseph Dwer Programin the
County of Broone that | represent.

So on behal f of ny constituency and
the people of this great state, | say thank you
for everything that you do. W extend, of
course, all the privileges and the courtesies of
this great house to you here today.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, a round of

appl ause, pl ease.
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(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: M.
Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, There are two
committee neetings imediately foll ow ng session.
The first is Consuner Protection, in Room 510 of
the LOB, the second is Codes in Room 124 of the
Capitol, both imediately foll ow ng session.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Consuner
Protection, 510 in the LOB, and Codes, 124 of the
Capitol, immedi ately foll ow ng session.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ther e bei ng
none, | nove to adjourn until Tuesday,

February 13th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, February 13th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 3:59 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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