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FRANCI S W PATI ENCE, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The Senate
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise for the presentation of colors.

Col or Guard, parade the col ors.

(The Col or Guard entered the
chanber, proceeding to the center, and presented
the colors.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Everyone
present please join us in our Pledge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag, and the
Col or Guard exited the chamnber).

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Today we
are joined by Lieutenant Colonel Darrick Gutting.
He is the division chaplain at Fort Drum the
10th Mountain Division, and he will lead us in
our invocati on.

Col onel Cutting.

LT. COLONEL GUTTI NG WIl1l you bow
with me this afternoon.

Lord, on this very good day, we

hunmbly cone before You, asking that Your spirit
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be qui ckened with all whom have gathered in this
chanber.

We are so very grateful for the
opportunity to be used by You in service to the
citizenry of the great State of New York, our
10t h Mountain honme, and to the people of this
exceptional nation. You have shown us what is
good and what is required of us, and we ask that
You help us daily to do justly, |ove nercy, and
to wal k hunbly with You and all of mankind.

In this new year, renew our spirit
and our strength so we might run and not grow
weary, that we would wal k and not grow faint.
Sustain us and |l ead us as we fight the good fight
of faith both at home and abroad, ever upward,
al ways cli nbi ng.

Al of this we ask in Your nane.
Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 5th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday,

February 4th, was read and approved. On notion,

Senat e adj our ned.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO:

M. President, on page 19 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 170, Senate Print
685, by Senator Ott, and ask that said bil

retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : So
or der ed.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d we now
take up a previously adopted resolution -- excuse
me. | nove to adopt the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 3708.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with

t he exception of Resolution 3708, please signify
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by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
pl ease take up a previously adopted resol ution,
3375, by Senator Ritchie, read it inits
entirety, and call on Senator Ritchie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3375, by Senator Ritchie,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
procl ai m February 6, 2018, as 10th Mountain
Division and Fort DrumDay in the State of
New Yor k.

"WHEREAS, Fort Drumis located in
Jefferson County, in Northern New York, and is
the largest mlitary installation in the
Nort heastern United States; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drum previously
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known as Pine Canp, was renamed in honor of
Li eut enant General Hugh Drum a decorated
national hero, fornmer commander of First Arny,
and an early | eader of the state's own vol unteer
mlitia, the New York Guard; and

"WHEREAS, For 32 years, Fort Drum
has been the honme of the United States Arny's
storied 10th Mountain Division, one of the nost
depl oyed divisions in the United States Army; and

"WHEREAS, The 10th Mountain Division
served our nation with honor, distinction and
great sacrifice as a part of Qperation Enduring
Freedom and other actions central to our nation's
response to the terrorist attacks of
Sept enber 11, 2001; and

"WHEREAS, El enments of the
10t h Mountain Division, based on Fort Drum were
the first to be deployed in the aftermath of
t hose attacks and the last units to return from
conmbat duty; and

"WHEREAS, In addition to Operation
Enduring Freedom 10th Muntain Division
depl oynments have included Hurricane Andrew Rel i ef
in Florida, Operation Restore Hope in Sonali a,

Operation Uphold Denocracy in Haiti, Task Force

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

449

Eagl e in Kosovo, Qperation Iragi Freedom
Operation Freedom Sentinel in Afghanistan, and
advi se and assi st operations throughout the
wor |l d; and

"WHEREAS, More than 300 brave nen
and wonen of the 10th Mountain Division, based on
Fort Drum have given their lives to the cause of
defeating global terrorism and

"WHEREAS, The di stingui shed service
of units assigned to Fort Drum has been
cel ebrated by presidents, nenbers of Congress,
and nmenbers of the international community; and

"WHEREAS, In addition to its vital
role in our nation's defense, Fort Drumis al so
the |l argest enployer in Northern New York, and an
econonic engine for the state and region, with a
direct inpact of nore than $1.2 billion; and

"WHEREAS, The nore than 30, 000
soldiers, officers, retirees and famly nenbers
of Fort Drumare an integral part of the
comunity, and are wel comed as nei ghbors,
coworkers, classmates, friends and fell ow
New Yor kers; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this

Legi slative Body to salute the soldiers and
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officers of the 10th Mountain Division, to honor
their dedication to preserving our freedom and
our nation, and to recogni ze their individual and
coll ective contributions to our commnities and
to New York State; and

"WHEREAS, For the past seven years,
10t h Mountain Division and Fort Drum Day has
served to educate nenbers of this Legislative
Body about the sacrifices nade every day by the
brave men and wonen of our arnmed forces, as well
as the inportance of Fort Drumto our nation's
def ense and New York's econony; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drum has and wil|
continue to play an inportant and critical role
in ensuring our nation's mlitary readiness to
defend our state and nation agai nst hostility and
threats to our safety and national security; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl aimFebruary 6
2018, as 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum Day
in the State of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this

resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
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Maj or General Walter E. Piatt, Commandi ng
General, 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum"

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ritchie on the resol ution.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Thank you,
M. President.

Col | eagues, | am proud to wel cone
you to the seventh cel ebration of the
10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum Day in the
New York State Senate.

The nmen and wonen of Fort Drumtruly
represent the best of the best. They have
dedi cated thensel ves to defend our freedom and
that of freedom | oving peopl e around the gl obe.
Qur soldiers and officers know how to | ead, as
evi denced by sonme of those we have had the
privilege to host during previous Fort Drum Days,
i ncluding the current chief of staff of the
United States Arny, one of the seventh highest
ranki ng officers in our nation's military,
CGeneral Mark MIley; the top previ ous comander
of a nmultinational coalition battling ISIS in
Af ghani st an, General Stephen Townsend.

And that tradition of |eadership and

di stinction continues today with the soldiers and
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of ficers you see before you and those that
hopefully you net downstairs in the displays in
the LOB. Let ne take a nonment to introduce them
to you: Commandi ng General Walter Piatt.
Bri gadi er General Patrick Donahoe. Command
Sergeant Maj or Sam Roark. Conmand Ser geant Maj or
Ryan Al faro. Chapl ain Lieutenant Col onel Darrick
Qutting. Captain Sam Kriegler. Master Sergeant
Kei sha Archer.

And we are joined by these native
New Yorkers al so: Sergeant First Cass Brian
Lanbert, of Penn Yan; Staff Sergeant WIIliam
Maxwel | , of Pawling; Sergeant Kyle MIIlimn, of
Lansi ng; Sergeant Jonat han Rui z, of Brooklyn;
Ser geant Joseph Frank, of Rome; and Speci al i st
Hunt er Bi shop, of Pl attsburgh

Pl ease join me in welcomng also a
few speci al guests who are here in the chanber
today: Ms. Cynthia Piatt; Ms. Deanna Roark;
Col onel Eric Wagenaar; and General Ray Shiel ds,
representing the New York National Guard.

Thank you for being here.

(St andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR RI TCHI E: And in the

gallery I1'd also to Iike to recogni ze anot her
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menber of the General and Ms. Piatt's famly,
t heir daughter, Jessica --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR RI TCHI E: -- along with
representatives fromthe community organi zations
inny district that work to support Fort Drumis
m ssion and their success. Thank you all for
j 0oi ni ng us today.

Many of you have heard nme speak
about how proud | amto represent the nen and
wonen of Fort Drum the largest mlitary
installation east of the M ssissippi, and the
i nportance of the post to the North Country
econony -- indeed, to our entire state, as
New York's | argest single-site enpl oyer.

|"ve told you how the sol diers and
the officers of Fort Drumand their famlies are
our friends, our neighbors, coaches, volunteer
firefighters, and community vol unteers -- how
they are literally intertwined in every community
across our region. | cannot overstate how
i mportant Fort Drum and the 10th Mountain
Division are to the North Country, to New York
State, and to the nation -- and, as you will hear

this from General Piatt's address, to the
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nati on's defense.

The 10t h Mountain Division was anong
the first to deploy overseas in the days and
weeks following the horrific terror attacks on
New York City and our nation. |In fact, units
fromthe 10th Mountain D vision have depl oyed two
dozen tinmes since Septenber 11th. And in just a
few weeks, many of these brave sol diers,

i ncluding General Piatt and his entire comand
team wll be again deploying to Irag in defense
of our freedom | ask you that you keep themin
your thoughts and prayers.

So to the soldiers here, | want to
say thank you for your service, because that is
what it neans to be part of our armed services.
There is no higher calling than service to
ot hers, service to the conmunity, service to
freedomand liberty. W are all proud of the
wor k you do, proud of the 10th Muntain Division,
and proud to call you fell ow New Yorkers.

Let nme close by saying to all ny
col | eagues and especially to our |eader, Senator
Fl anagan, thank you. Thank you for |earning
about Fort Drum and supporting our brave troops.

| also want to thank Senator Flanagan for taking
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the trip to the North Country and touring
Fort Drum

And once again, | would like to
extend that invitation to every nenber in this
chanber to do the same thing. To see the troops
here in the Capitol and in the LOB is an
experience, but to witness firsthand how t hey
live, howthey train, is sonething entirely
different, and it will only deepen your
appreciation and respect for who they are and
what they do.

So welconme to all of you, and thank
you for your service. And once again, we are al
so very proud of all of you

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Thank you,
Senator Ritchie.

Senat or Fl anagan on the resol ution.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to wel cone our guests. And
I"'min awe, | really amin awe when all of you
are here.

Senator Ritchie, who does a
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spectacul ar job, she's right. 1've heard about
Fort Drum you know, we've had people here for a
nunber of years. There's nothing |like seeing it.
And, you know, you think "fort," okay, | think
like a kid, it's like a nifty cool thing. It's a
city. It really is a city. There are thousands
of people there.

And | renmenber going -- and | have
not had the honor or the privilege of serving in
the mlitary, but | renmenber going and getting
some education fromyoung men and wonen who were
simulating battles. They put us in a roomwth
snoke, with |oud noise, all kinds of things that
were just simulations. Then they took us in
anot her room and they showed us body parts.

Fake, but like, you know, |egs ripped apart, arnms
hal f-severed. And I'mthinking, this is -- I'm

| ooking at this on a mannequin. | can't fathom
what the heck that would be |ike in person.

And | renmenber when we were there,
it was hot. It was hot. And all of these folks
had on tons of gear. And | forget exactly what
it was, but | just renenber thinking, ny
goodness, it's just -- you know, this is again a

simulation. | can't imagine what it would be
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like to be over in Iraq.

But | want to thank the General and
his entire teamfor their service. And Ceneral
you can't quite see, but we have a | ot of young
people in our gallery. And to the young boys and
girls who are here, you have freedons and you
have the ability to be here, you have the
opportunity for free speech, a great education,
and to be part of your governnent because these
peopl e protect us. And thank God that they do.

Thank you for your service. And | guess |I'mjust

deeply grateful. And General, | think | told
you -- you said this, you cane into our
conference, I'mfinally glad to neet the rea

general , the beautiful woman to your left --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- because |
know she represents nanagenent, and you are
| abor - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- which is the
way it should be.

But, you know, it really is an honor
and a privilege. And we have a nunber of our

col | eagues who have served with distinction in
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the mlitary, and I'msure they have a better
appreciation than I. But | just want to say

t hank you, thank you, thank you with the utnopst
sincerity.

And | believe, Senator Croci, the
floor is now -- or the podiumis going to be
reserved for the General.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Yes,

M. Leader. W do have two other nmenmbers who
woul d |ike to address the resol ution.

Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

Good norning, General. You know,
23 and a half years | wore that uniform And you
know, the 10th Mountain Division, the first tine
| ever heard about them | was out -- back from
Korea. | had two little trips to Korea I|'|
never forget.

And we went up to a place called
Canp Drum then, and sonebody said, "W're going
to do sone glider training." And | said, "I have
bad | egs and bad eyes, | can't doit." And they
said, "Lieutenant, yes, you will."

And later on | studied a little bit
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nore about the 10th, and then | |earned all about
Senat or Dol e. Senator Bob Dol e was wounded j ust
days before the fighting in Italy, as your
history tells you. And when we were doi ng
something later on in life, this chanber hel ped
us when we were tal king about a Purple Heart
stanp and a Purple Heart nonunment. And Bob Dol e
stood up there and said "The 10th Muntain shoul d
be one of the top,” and it was. And it is.

Young sergeants. You know, | | ooked
here and | said, God, think about it, Billy, you
were a first sergeant one tine. | said yes, and
| used to listen to the ol der sergeants. Am|
correct, General? That's how we | earned.

But you are a hero in yourself, but
you are a sustained project of the United States,
t he defense of our country. There are young
peopl e, you have sonme of yours who have been two
and three trips across the pond. One of ny
nei ghbors is over there right now, and he said
"The 10th Muntain takes second place to none."

And you don't. Because, number one,
nobody gets to this assignnment as the conmandi ng
general of the 10th Mountain. It's evidenced

today by the chief of staff of the United States

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

460

Arny. You cane here right, General Mlley. And
every one of you should be proud.

But you know, it's our job, it's our
job to tell the rest of our nation, not just our
state, that the freedons that we enjoy, what
t hese young peopl e can do, and how great our
country is because we have people |ike CGeneral
Piatt and his troops in the 10th Muntain
Di vi si on.

"1l never forget ny life with it.
And when you conmand troops in conbat, you make
sure your troops are ready. And General,
everybody tells ne you're standing tall. My CGod
bl ess you and your nenbers and their famlies.

Thank you very nuch (sal uting).

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

|"d like to begin by thanking
Senator Ritchie for initiating Fort Drum Day.
When she first cane to the Senate, that was one
of the first things she did want to acconpli sh,

and how wel |l she has acconplished that.
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Certainly I did not, regretfully,
have any mlitary experience, so nmy experience
has been through nmy recently retired Navy son of
26 years. But | would |like to call sone
attention -- not take attention away fromthe
general and the nenbers of the mlitary -- but to
t he nonpaid, totally volunteer person in the
mlitary, the spouses of our |eaders in the
military.

Cynthia Piatt is here today. And as
the wife of the general, she has |ots of
responsibilities -- taking care of and wel com ng
famlies who arrive, changes of | eadership under
the general, all of that, helping fam|lies adjust
to their new |l ocations and their places in the
military.

And | ooki ng back and tal king to her
| ast night, the nunber of times that she has had
to nove -- | think, if I'"mcorrect, it was 22
different |ocations throughout their marriage
t hey have noved. So not only is she an expert at
unpacki ng and setting up a household w thin hours
and days -- the general said in 72 hours she
could be totally set up at whatever |ocation she

went to -- but dealing with her children as they
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changed schools. And Jessica is in the audi ence
in the gallery today, as well as they have a son,
Joshua, who noved around even a | ot through high
school, and changi ng school s and novi ng on as

t hey go al ong.

It's not easy, and | don't think we
al ways understand that. But her role is as
inportant as the general's. Not on the front
l'ines, but she's on the back Iine with the
famlies. And many tinmes it's the famly who is
under goi ng sonme turnoil and enotional distress
that Cynthia and wonen |ike Cynthia have to dea
Wi th.

So thank you for your service as
well as all those paid nmenbers of the mlitary.

Thank you very nuch. And thank you
for being here.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you, sir.

Al t hough ny brother and I, we did
t he Mari ne Corps, my younger brother defected and
he went to the 101st.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR SANDERS: My nephew
continued that |ine of going, and ny nephew has
done two tours Iraqg, one tour Afghanistan, one
tour DMZ, on and on. And that's what he can tel
me, at |east.

But we hear about the Muntain

Di vi sion, we hear about these guys who are able

to take the snow as easy as -- | did warm weat her
training, | did desert training, and | enjoyed
it. So | cannot fathom | cannot fathom anybody

who woul d enjoy a tenperature | ower than 50
degr ees.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: | suspect that
your unit deals with people dealing with a little
| oner than 50 degrees, CGeneral. | mght not do
very well there, sir, but if you ever conme to the
desert, | can do that.

| want to commend you all because
you have really put yourself in harmis way over
and over and over again and have acquitted
yourself quite well. That I'msure that if we
went and did a study of people, there would
also -- there would be one or two other groups

that may say how well you do in Iraq and ot her
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pl aces.

| wish you well in your return to
it. | really hope that, as we were speaking
earlier, General, that it is just a
nati on-buil ding exercise, that we get there and
peopl e decide to create a nation and go in a
certain direction and that there will be no
terrorism no problens while you are there.

But | can say to those who want to
create problens that we are sending one of the
best units that we have out there, and they wll
acquit thenselves quite well, as they have in
days gone by.

Thank you, M. President. Godspeed
to you all on your journey.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,

M. President.

| thank Senator Ritchie for hosting
this event each and every year because it's an
honor to have you in our presence -- to all of
you, Ceneral, and all the troops assenbl ed.

| just sinply want to say that |

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

465

have the opportunity to express ny great respect,
my admration and ny appreciation for your
bravery, for your sacrifice, and nost

importantly, for your service. You are truly the
def enders of denocracy. God bl ess you, and may
He continue to keep you in good grace.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or s
and | adies and gentlenen, it is ny great honor to
i ntroduce to you the commander of the
10t h Mountain Division, New York's own,

Maj or General Walter Piatt.

Gener al .

(St andi ng ovation.)

MAJOR GENERAL PI ATT: Thank you
very much

Good norning and thank you for this
i ncredi ble wel cone to this beautiful Capitol in
the great Enpire State. And thank you again for
honoring this division on the seventh Fort Drum
and 10t h Mountain D vision Day.

Maj ority Leader John Fl anagan,
| ndependent Denocratic Conference Leader Jeff
Kl ein, Denocratic Conference Leader Andrea

St ewart - Cousins, and our very own Senator Patty
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Ritchie and her staff and all your staffs, and
for all of you for your service in and out of
uni form and for what you do in this chanmber every
day.

It's to protect these institutions,

and why we fight. And Senator, you're right,

it's for that next generation as well. The
Sergeant Major will be here afterwards to take
their recruiting statements, so we'll be ready.

(Laughter.)

MAJOR GENERAL PI ATT: This is what
we do. And | just want to say we can't say thank
you enough to our very own and special patriot to
the 10th Mountain Division, Senator Ritchie. Her
dedi cation to our post, its soldiers and our
famlies, it hunbles us all, inspires us every
day, and notivates us to continue to serve.

| tell everyone wherever | go that
the North Country is the best mlitary conmunity
inour Arny. | tell it that way because on
several occasions, when ny son was playing high
school sports for the Carthage Conmets, he
received sonething in the mail from Senator
Ritchie, a photo froma |ocal newspaper show ng a

sport highlight and saying "I saw sonet hing
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speci al about you and | wanted to send this to
you. "

That doesn't happen everywhere. And
it didn't happen because of nmy rank. It happened
because ny son was Josh Piatt and he was a nenber
of a school district that just happened to have
mlitary kids init. He holds that on his wall
today still. Thank you, Senator.

| appreciate you all welcomng us a
little bit early this year because, as nentioned,
di vi si on headquarters begi ns our deploynent to
Irag. We started heading out this week; we wll
conpl ete our deploynment by early March, and then
by md-March I will assume the duties of the
Coal ition Force Joint Land Conponent commander in
I raqg.

We know t hat this depl oynent cones
at a very critical tine. W deployed there in
January for two weeks. And you're right, it was
alittle bit warmthere, Senator. And fol ks who
were flying the helicopters, it was about 40
degrees, and they were cold. They were from
Okl ahoma.  And they said, "We need to turn on the
heat for the general and the sergeant major in

t he back."
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So our nmjor rem nded them "Hey,
we're in the 10th Mountain Division, this is kind
of hot, so please don't turn the heat on. W'l|
take the air-conditioning."

But we do deserts as well. W go
where we're told. And we fight where we go, and
we win where we fight. That is the 10th Muntain
Di vi si on.

But this deploynent cones at a
critical time. It cones at a critical tinme now
that Iraqi people now have hope. There's a real
sense of joy in Baghdad because of this | ast
victory they achi eved against the Islamc State.
And it was a victory. The Islamc State invaded
| rag and pushed forward as the Iragi Arny had to
fl ee through the violence that was com ng. They
were at the gates of Baghdad -- lraq itself was
al nrost overthrown. It was the Iraqi security
forces and the Iragi people that stood up for
t his.

They were enabl ed by a mghty
coalition, and they will continue to get our
support. But it was the Iraqi soldiers that went
door to door, block by block in Msul to defeat

the nost ruthless eneny this world has seen. And
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though it was a victory for the people of Iraq,
this eneny is a global threat. And this was a
victory for the world.

Fol ks often ask, Wat are they doing
about their own security? The real question is,
What have they done for world security? They
defeated I1SISin lrag and in Syria. They
defeated the caliphate. Now we nust conplete the
destruction of this terror group. And that's
what the 10th Mountain Division will now depl oy
to go and do.

Qur 3rd Brigade, our Patriot Brigade
from Fort Pol k, Louisiana, has been over there
since |last Septenber. They noved in-country in
Sept enber, and they i medi ately went where the
eneny was, providing critical fire support,
intelligence support, and hel ped defeat the
remmants of ISIS in Msul and pursued it
t hroughout Hawi ja, and now t he Anbar Vall ey al
the way to the border of Syria.

The eneny is defeated as a
conventional threat, but he's not destroyed. The
time is now And he renmmins ever-vigilant. On
Cctober 1st, we lost a soldier in Iraq,

Specialist Alex Mssildine. He was attacked by
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an i nprovi sed expl osi on device just outside the
Sal aheddi ne Operations Center.

| had the honor of presiding over
his funeral in Tyler, Texas. W presided down a
10-m |l e convoy through a town where everybody
stopped their cars and put their hands on their
heart for this fallen hero. Al Al ex wanted to
do was serve his country. Al he wanted to do
was serve his unit in conbat. He fought to earn
his spot on that deploynment. It cost himhis
life and his parents their only son. But as his
father said to nme: "This is the cost of our
freedom and | hope Alex's sacrifice will inspire
the unit and this division to continue to serve."
And it certainly does.

Wien | was here in this chanber | ast
May, | told you about what the units in the
10t h Mountain Division were doing. Qur Conbat
Avi ation Brigade depl oyed to Eastern Europe,
assuring our allies, deterring our adversaries,
building up military power in a NATO alliance
t hat we have seen great reduction and increased
threats from adversaries. They returned just in
time for Thanksgiving, but now they are flying

again in helicopters over the North Country as
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t hey get ready for whatever m ssion is next.

We depl oyed one of their Apache
battalions to the Republic of Korea for a
ni ne-nont h deploynent at a tine that it's
absolutely critical that we have mlitary
presence forward to deter adversaries on the
Kor ean Peni nsul a.

And it was right about that tine in
the fall that hurricanes brought devastation to
t he doorstep for thousands of American citizens.
And what was called fromour 10th Mountain
Division was a very specialized unit, the 510th
Human Resource Conpany. They depl oyed, no
notice, to Texas.

And as soon as they cane back from
supporting Hurricane Harvey, they were once again
called to go to Puerto Rico to support the
aftermath of Hurricane Maria. They didn't know
where they were going to stay, they had a
rucksack. But all of them said, Now we get to go
hel p our own citizens.

A young lieutenant |ed the
depl oyment to Puerto Rico. Her husband, also in
the 10th Mountain Division, was out on exercises

doing a live fire. She was unable to call him
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But she got on that plane, she did her job. And
because of that specialized unit, many, nany
folks that were there to help with the
reconstruction and help with the devastati on were
able to foll ow through, follow through getting
in-country and go to where they needed to go.
They did it for the honor to help our fellow
Aneri cans.

I n Septenber we al so sent First
Battalion, 87th Infantry Regi nent, to Afghanistan
and to Canmeroon, Africa, on a depl oynent that
cane with alnbst no notice. Qur nation called,
just giving us weeks to get this reginment ready,
and they were. They are deployed to Afghani stan
t oday, they are hel ping specialized units and
speci al operations forces all around the country,
taking the fight to the enenmy and enabling Afghan
security forces to becone ready.

And al so our 548 Conbat Sust ai nment
Bri gade returned home from a successf ul
depl oynment in the Mddle East just before
Christmas, and it came down to the wire. W
didn't know if we were going to get them back
They supported from Kuwait, but they were really

everywhere. All the way to Syria we had sol diers
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fromthe 10th Mountain D vision supporting our
forces in the fight, and they did a marvel ous
j ob.

Today we have over 4,000 soldiers
deployed to 17 different countries around the
world -- Korea, many countries in Africa, Ilraq,
Af ghani stan and many nore. W say all the tine
the 10th Mountain patch, the sun never sets on
our patch. W are stationed in Fort Drum
New York, but we go everywhere and we're al ways
t here.

And if all that com ng and goi ng
didn't keep us busy enough, we | eaned forward on
a canpai gn to once agai n open our great post,
which | so proudly call a nature preserve that we
j ust happen to be allowed to train soldiers on.
We opened our post to our surroundi ng
comunities. Qur post is beautiful and shares an
awesone history with the rest of Northern
New York. But in the past 16 years of war, and
all the security requirenents that came with
that, we began to build up walls, real and
nmet aphorical. That question about that, we
needed to know -- we needed to nmintain security,

there's no question. But we did not need to be
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di vided fromthe commnity that supports us so
wel | .

In June we opened up the post to
nore than 10,000 soldiers, famlies and conmunity
menbers to host country music star Trace Adkins
for a free concert. W'IlIl do that again this
year. Don't know who the artist is going to be,
but it will be big.

And just a nonth later, after the
tragic in-line-of-duty death of |ocal hero
Trooper Joel Davis, we joined forces with the
New York State troopers to hold his funeral on
Fort Drum After his death, we, |ike so many
ot her organi zations, offered what assistance we
could provide. 1In less than a week, a team of
troopers and Fort Drum enpl oyees organi zed a
menorial tribute that wel coned close to 4,000
nourners onto our post.

It was an incredi ble honor to be
part of remenbering so great a man. | w Il never
forget Trooper Joel Davis. He was hero that ran
to nmeet danger without hesitation. Together we
nmourned his loss, but we will forever honor his
life. H's service will never be forgotten

Then i n Septenber and Decenber, we
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opened our post to tours of the LeRay Mansi on,
t he ancestral home of the man thought to be the
foundi ng father of upstate New York
I n Novenber we brought nore than 400
comunity nenbers, many of themw th persona
connections, to the sites of villages that were
di ssol ved during the expansion of Fort Drumin
the 1940s. After that event | received a letter
fromone of the participants telling ne, and |
guote her now. "The Arny's obvi ous concern for
t he environment has allayed concerns | had
harbored for many years previous. As a result of
the friendly atnosphere | encountered on Mnday,
| no |l onger perceive the installation as foreign
territory that nust be approached with caution."
In recogni zing the past, we are
doing great work in solidifying the future of
Fort Drum This perhaps is not the nost obvious
route to stay relevant for the next 30 years, but
| argue it's one of the nost effective. And we
al so started new traditions, hosting the first
ever all-Arnmy hockey team for their inaugural
game agai nst the Canadi an hockey team And
agai nst all odds, we won.

(Laught er, appl ause.)
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MAJOR GENERAL PI ATT: And per haps
an even bigger win cane that night when we packed
t he house. There wasn't an enpty seat in the
Wat ert own Muni ci pal Arena. Soldiers, their
famly menbers, and the community showed up in
force to cheer their teamon. And with that warm
reception on a very cold night, Watertown ear ned
its spot forever as the home ice for Arny hockey.

We al so spent a lot of time working
with communities, tal king about how our training
needs are expandi ng as our enem es gain the
ability to defeat us fromfurther and further
away. The way we are fighting wars now is
changi ng, and our training has to change with it.
We are now facing enem es that can attack us from
further away. In many areas our enem es have us
out nunber ed, outgunned and outranged. This is
unaccept abl e.

We nust be able to win our wars to
protect our nation, which nmeans we have to be
able to defeat every adversary that poses a
threat to our United States. And if we can wn
that war, we can certainly deter that war.

But we need to train against the

future fights, because our enenies are expanding
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these threats through air defense systens that
are el aborate, that can deny the U S. Air Force
entry into certain spaces. They make it very
difficult. It becones now, again, a land fight.
The call for the U S. Arny and Arny infantry is
even nore inmportant now than it ever has been.

But to be able to defeat that eneny,
we've got to train against that, against greater
standoff, utilizing manned and unmanned systens.
We need to be able to train with Air Force and
New York Air National Guard so they can drop
their precision munitions on Fort Drum for nmany
years to cone, on platforms that exist today and
many that aren't even invented yet.

If we are properly to train our
soldiers for what awaits themon that future
battlefield, we nust continue to train for that
future. W nust be prepared with nethods not yet
understood, with technol ogy not yet invented and
doctrine not yet witten.

This sort of training brings the
i dea to bear of our encroachnment around our post
into clear focus. The main topic of discussion
this past year has been industrial w nd turbines.

Many on either side of the issue always ask ne,
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What is Fort Drums position? And | rem nd them
strongly, Fort Drumis an advocate for positive
growh in the North Country. W nust do this

t oget her.

We know t hat energy needs to be
secure in our nation, and protecting that energy
is part of our own national mlitary strategy.
We know that green energy is part of that
solution. But we also know that if we plan
together, we can do this smartly. W just want
to be part of that process. And | thank all of
you here for allowing us to be part of that
process.

We have been heard by our | ocal
communities and by New York State. Loca
muni ci palities and devel opers ali ke now are
reaching out to us to be part of their planning,
and New York State has nade our input part of the
Article X process.

These are hard conversations to
have, as nuch is at stake. But you have ny
prom se that I will always be transparent and
wor k towards positive gromh in the North Country
that we all love so nmuch. And | thank you al

for your heartfelt considerations in these
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delicate matters.

But it's true, it's true to form
This is the kind of support that we expect and we
have seen from Al bany tinme and tinme again. 1In so
many things that are inportant to our sol diers,
our famlies, and our Army, New York steps up to
the plate all the tine.

You supported the interstate conpact
on educational opportunity for mlitary children
t hat addresses transitional issues encountered by
mlitary famlies |ike enroll nent, placenent,
eligibility. And there's an exanple in the
gal l ery today. M daughter Jessica went to four
di fferent high schools as we noved here before
the start of her senior year. A guidance
counselor froma local high school, Carthage Hi gh
School , got her transcripts, nade sure that she
had the right classes to graduate and apply to
college on time. And |I'mproud to say she
recei ved a coll ege schol arship to Duquesne
Uni versity and graduated in three and a hal f
years.

(Appl ause.)

MAJOR GENERAL PI ATT: That woul d

not happen w thout your help. She would have had
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to take extra cl asses, her coll ege acceptance
woul d have been del ayed or maybe not have
happened at all, and maybe m ssed tine. New York
does it. Right now she's back here in Watertown
wor ki ng for the Chanber of Comrerce, sitting
right next to her boss, Kylie Peck.

So mlitary kids do recogni ze that
t hese bases are indeed their hones.

You support our uni que heal thcare
nodel , through your support to the Fort Drum
Heal t h Pl anni ng Organi zation. The U S. Arny
Surgeon Ceneral cane to visit us tw ce, and she
came in January, which nakes her a friend of the
10th Mountain Division. She canme to |earn about
our nmodel and how unique it is, and she visited
the facilities that we have off-post.

We don't have a hospital on our base
that's unique to our mlitary, but we rely on the
support of five local hospitals, and mainly the
support from Samaritan Hospital, which | always
fondly call Samaritan Arnmy Hospital, in
Watertown, New York. It is a unique nodel, but
it isawn/win for New York State and for our
soldiers. It's not just about access to

heal thcare, it's about mlitary-readi ness. And
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for that | say thank you, New York

The State University of New York
supports soldiers and famly nenbers' access to
student aid initiatives |like the Excel sior
Schol arship and access to state tuition rates.

SUNY and the New York State Energy
Research and Devel opnent Authority offer prograns
to retrain our soldiers who are | eaving the
service so that they can enter the workforce
i nstead of the unenploynent line. On behalf of
all of us who strive to keep learning, | say
t hank you, New York

The New York State Police partner
wi th our departnent of Energency services for
mut ual aid, on-post training, and event support.
For all of us who sleep well at night know ng
we're safe, | say thank you, New York

You voted to support our mlitary
spouses with expedited |icensing services, with
reduced fees for many career fields. For all of
us who ask so very nmuch from our spouses and are
able to do so little to | essen the inpact on
their careers: Thank you, New York

The New York State Departnent of

Envi ronnental Conservation Region 6 is a
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steadfast partner in ensuring that our training
requi renents and sustai ni ng our environment
aren't at odds. For the nmany of us who are in
awe of the nature preserve that is Fort Drum we
say thank you, New York

And for your continued investnment in
keeping Fort Drum as relevant for 30 years as it
is today, through projects like the I-781
connector and the Route 26 overpass |inking our
mai n post to our critical air field, thank you,
New York, for cenmenting our future.

And t hank you for the young nen and
wonen who have grown up in towns and cities
t hroughout New York, |eft their honetowns to
train and becone soldiers in the United States
Arny. Sone of those soldiers, as introduced, are
here today.

Sol diers |ike Sergeant Joseph Frank,
from Rome, who was told that the Arnmy woul d be
too hard for him that he couldn't to it. Wen
he earned the rank of noncomm ssioned of ficer,
sergeant, it made himthink about what el se he
coul d acconplish and how far his career in the
prof ession of arns m ght take him

O hers, like Specialist Hunter
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Bi shop, from Pl attsburgh, answered the call to
serve after being affected by the attacks of
9/ 11, and he wanted to nmake a difference.

Sol diers |ike Sergeant Jonat han Ruiz
coul d see the snoke fromthe Towers at his schoo
in Brooklyn before the teachers cl osed the w ndow
blinds. He didn't understand what was happeni ng
then, but he said that years later, that's what
notivated himto enlist.

For all those soldiers, | say thank
you, New York

The coalition | will soon join in
Irag faces, as | said, a difficult mssion, for
wars do not end in peace, and the terrorists are
still there. Although defeated mlitarily, they
still pose a threat. W nust continue with
surgi cal precision to hunt down those who nean to
threaten Iraq, Syria, and indeed our own United
States. But we nust also help stabilize the
popul ati ons as they conme back fromthe ruins of
war to rebuild their country so that they can be
an i ndependent, free Irag and a partner to the
United States in the Mddle East.

On 12 May, one of our very first

tasks will be to help provide the security for
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Irag's elections again. So in all this tinme of
crisis, they have not given up on those
denocratic ideals, and now the political fight
that remains post-conflict is one we wll
continue to assist and enable until they are
secure in their country.

But just as we did here years ago
when the Arny outgrew Madi son Barracks in
Sackets Harbor, New York worked with us to find
new areas to train in Pine Plains. Wen we
outgrew that area, nore than 500 famlies |eft
their hones to keep us nission-capable, on the
condition that we woul d respect and keep their
ceneteries and preserve the environnment. W keep
t hose prom ses daily.

Does this conprom se al ways cone
easy? O course not. But as |'ve |learned on the
battl efield, and as our shared history tells us,
unfortunately, disabling the opposition solves
only a fraction of the problem whereas the
energy and effort you put into relationships has
the capacity to build a |l asting peace.

Thank you for living that |esson
t hrough | egislation here in Al bany, and by the

support you show our mlitary menbers back in
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your home districts. New York is an incredible
pl ace to serve

Pl ease keep our depl oyed soldiers in
your thoughts and prayers in the com ng year. W
will assist in conpleting the destruction of I1SIS
in lrag so that they can no |onger threaten the
wor | d.

And | want to nmake sure |
reenphasi ze the open invitation that Senator
Ritchie gave to you all. Be sure to cone visit
us in New York. Just dress warm and confortabl e,
because even in July you're going to get cold,
and you're darn sure going to get dirty when you
come out and train with the infantry. But we
| ove to show off our installation, and we | ove
for folks to see how wonderful it is cared for
for the people of upstate New York

Thank you again for this
opportunity. W are honored to be here today and
a part of this great state every day. But know
this: No natter what terrors we fight, no nmatter
where we are sent and no matter what chal |l enges
we face, your 10th Mountain Division wll
acconplish the mssion. No matter how difficult

the job, no nmatter how dangerous the clinb, we
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will not stop, we will keep noving until we all
neet at the top.

Ever upward! dinb to glory! Thank
you all very nuch

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes,

M. President, can you open that resolution for
cosponsorshi p, so that anyone who does not want
to be on that resolution should notify the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Very good.
The resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you
do not wish to be a cosponsor, if you do not w sh
to be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up Resolution 3708, by Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, read it inits entirety, and
call on Senator Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3708, by Senator

St ewart - Cousins, nenorializing Governor Andrew M
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Cuono to proclai mFebruary 2018 as Bl ack History
Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month,
previ ously known as Negro Hi story Wek, was
founded by Dr. Carter G Wodson, and was first
cel ebrated on February 1, 1926; since 1976, it
has becone a nationally recognized nont h-1ong
cel ebration, held each year during the nonth of
February to acknow edge and pay tribute to
African- Aneri cans negl ected by both society and
t he history books; and

"WHEREAS, The nonth of February
observes the rich and diverse heritage of our
great state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month seeks
to enphasi ze black history is American history;
and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack History Month is a
time to reflect on the struggles and victories of
African- Areri cans throughout our country's
hi story and to recogni ze their nunerous val uabl e
contributions to the protection of our denocratic
society in war and in peace; and

"WHEREAS, Sone African-Anerican

pi oneers whose many acconplishnments, all of which
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t ook place during the nmonth of February, went
unnoti ced, as well as numerous synbolic events
in February that deserve to be nenorialized

i nclude: John Sweat Rock, a noted Boston | awer
who becanme the first African-Anerican admtted to
argue before the U S. Suprene Court on

February 1, 1865, and the first African-American
to be received on the floor of the U S House of
Represent ati ves; Jonathan Jasper Wight, the
first African-Anerican to hold a major judicia
position, who was elected to the South Carolina
Suprene Court on February 1, 1870; President

Abr aham Li ncol n submts the proposed

13th Amendnent to the U. S. Constitution,
abol i shing slavery, to the states for
ratification on February 1, 1865; civil rights
protester Jimm e Lee Jackson dies from wounds
inflicted during a protest on February 26, 1965,
|l eading to the historic Selnma, Al abama, civil
rights denonstrations, including Bl oody Sunday,

i n which 600 denonstrators, including Martin

Lut her King, Jr., were attacked by police;

Aut herine J. Lucy becane the first African-
Ameri can student to attend the University of

Al abama on February 3, 1956; she was expelled
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three days later 'for her own safety' in response
to threats froma nob; in 1992, Autherine Lucy
Foster graduated fromthe university with a
master's degree in Education, the same day her
daughter, Grazia Foster, graduated with a
bachel or' s degree in corporate finance; the
Negro Basebal | League was founded on February 3,
1920; Jack Johnson, the first African-Anerican
Worl d Heavywei ght Boxi ng Chanpion, won his first
title on February 3, 1903; and Reginald F.
Lewi s, born on Decenber 7, 1942, in Baltinore,
Maryl and, received his | aw degree from Harvard
Law School in 1968, and was a partner in Mirphy,
Thorpes & Lewis, the first black law firmon
Wall Street, and in 1989, he becane president and
CEO of TLC Beatrice International Food Conpany,
t he | argest bl ack-owned business in the
United States; and

"WHEREAS, In recognition of the vast
contributions of African-Anmericans, a joyful
nmont h-1ong cel ebration is held across New York
State and across the United States, with many
commenorative events to honor and display the
cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
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commends the African-American community for
preserving, for future generations, its
centuries-old traditions that benefit us all and
add to the color and beauty of the tapestry which
is our American society; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim
February 2018 as Bl ack History Month in the State
of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, and to the events
commenor ating Black H story Month throughout
New York State."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yes,
t hank you, M. President.

| rise to commenorate Black History
Month. And certainly in the context of |istening
to the general and thinking of all that those in
the mlitary go through to protect our freedons,

with mlitary mght and with force and with the
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sanction of the governnment, even then how
inmportant it is that we support our nen and wonen
in uniformand realize that freedom under no
circunstance is free.

And as | think about Bl ack History
Month, | think of the sane things. | think of
t he heroes and sheroes who, w thout sanction,
frankly, of the government here, still fought for
freedom | think about Harriet Tubman, who |ived
right here in Auburn, New York. And fromthe
ti me she noved here, she spent 54 years just
goi ng back, dragging people out of the confines
of slavery and making sure that there was a
pat hway to freedom and that people woul d never go
back.

| think about Constance Baker
Mot |l ey, who was right here in this chanber, a
Senator, she was in the chanber from 1964 to
1965. And Senator Mtley was al so one of the
aut hors of the groundbreaki ng Brown vs. Board of
Education. It was she, along with Thurgood
Marshal |, who made the case that separate is not
equal in education or anywhere. And it changed
the way we educated the children of this great

nati on.
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| think about Marsha Johnson, an
LGBT activist who was born in a tinme where there
was not a conversation about being transgender.
She was born in the '40s. But she was key and
instrunental in terns of Stonewall and the
St onewal | uprising and changi ng, again, the
course of a people who just wanted to be free.

And | stand here today in nenory of
the Reverend Dr. Watt T. Wal ker, who was for a
while a resident of Yonkers, who died on
January 23rd. And he was the chief of staff for
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King. He was
credited in many ways with being the chief
strategist in terms of how he fought for freedom
for black conmmunity and everyone during those
very tumultuous Civil Rights Era marches.

And | want to say to Senator Larkin
| know how inmportant that tine in history was and
really thank himfor his participation during the
time where Dr. King was fighting so hard for
freedom

But Watt T. Wal ker was al so
credited for putting together Dr. King's Letter
froma Birm ngham Jail, because Dr. King, when he

was in prison, wote that on little scraps of
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paper, he wote it in the margi ns of newspaper --
but it was Reverend Dr. Watt T. Wl ker who had
to assenble this magnificent letter that is
really sonething that we all associate as one of
the greatest witten texts fromDr. Martin Luther
Ki ng.

So Watt T. Wal ker, who al so becane
t he seni or pastor of Canaan Baptist Church, used
his bully pulpit in every way to fight for
freedom and social justice. And he was very nuch
in the background, because obviously we saw
Reverend Dr. King as that | eader.

So whether you are a Harriet Tubman
who was on the front line of freedom or whether
you were |ike Martha Johnson or Watt T. Wl ker,
or whether you were |ike Constance Baker Mbotl ey,
t he understanding that freedomis not free and
sonetimes you' ve got to fight, even when people
aren't supporting you, because the values and the
i mportance of living your life as a free and
| i berated person in a just society nakes all the
difference. 1It's worth living for and certainly
worth dying for.

So as we cel ebrate black history in

this chanber, a chanber where great people have
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energed and where we have the possibility of
doing great things, | hope that we will always
remenber those things that we say all the tine:
Freedomisn't free, and each of us can do
sonmet hing to advance freedom for the next
generation and the next generation, because
that's what we nust do.

Thank you so much

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you very nmuch, Senat or
Cousi ns.

You know, what bothers me -- and |
mention it every year -- it's nice to talk here
and say this is what, this is what, that's what.
My question is, what have you done to inprove it?

My association with people of color
goes back a | ong way, when | was a youngster. 1In
my days in the mlitary, ny first command was a
conpany of five Caucasians, all |ieutenants.
was t he youngest; 208 nenbers who had color. And

you know, the thing that got nme the nost was |
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think the five lieutenants took care of the issue
of making friends, working together, and

realizing that there is no in team and
cooperation and teamwrk al ways produce positive
results.

W had a young nman from Atl anta, |
won't nention the corporation, but he came to us
as a prima donna in the 2nd Arnored Division in
1954. And he conme in to see ne one day and said,
"I have a problem™ | said, "What is your
probl en?" He said, "There are three black guys
in ny squad room" | said, "Get your ass out of
here and cone back in and talk to nme."

And when he cone back in, he said,
"W have three people of color in ny squad. |In
my area in Atlanta, they cone in the back door."
| said, "Well, we'll take care of that tonight."

| called the first sergeant and |
said, "I want six nore nenbers with color in that
squad room "

Shorteni ng the speech up, he |eft
and he went honme. Before he left, he was a
draftee. And he came in and he said, "You know,
|"mgoing to renenber this training. | learned a

| ot. Four nmonths later | got a letter fromhis
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father. He said: "I sent you a boy who was a
bigot. He returned a nan of honesty and
integrity, and | thank you."

| don't like all this garbage going
back and forth. | can speak pretty close to
anybody, and you know ny famly. \Wat are we
doing to ourself? W're showing the rest of the
world we can't get along. W don't want to do
this wwth them we won't want to do this with
them Wiy don't we sit down and tal k and do
somet hing right?

Bl ack Hi story Month shoul d be
sonmet hing that we stand up and say: This is what
we've done. | invite any one of you to cone to
the arnory in Newburgh. Wen you | ook and see
500, 600 inner city kids that walk in in the
nmorning. And if they' ve got a cold, they go like
this (gesturing). And if they don't have a cold,
t hey shake hands. They study together, they play
t oget her.

And if we're going to make this
pl ace history, let's make history that we can be
responsi ble for. Make history that we're proud
of .

| "' m ashaned when | read sonet hing.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

497

Wiy do we have to say it, in the newspaper, "Two
bl ack guys were suspected of conmitting the
murder"? Well, do we say two white guys did it?
No. Wiy don't we use our brain instead of our
buttocks and say a suspect was apprehended, a
suspect is on the | oose. He's a suspect, right?
He's not just a person of color.

In this house, years ago, we used to
go to dinner together as |egislators, nale and
female. And you didn't tal k about what went on
in the shop, but on the weekend: Hey, how was
the bar mtzvah? | heard you got engaged. |
heard you got a new little baby there.

Wiy are we ashaned to put on a line
and say black history is the same as us? |'m
Irish. | remenber what they said about us.

Every street in Troy, New York, where | grew up,
had a gin mll. They said, Wat did you expect
the Irish to do? They don't know nothing el se
but drinking. That's a shane today to think
about that.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | have a
program it's called "Black Hi story," and we have
it inall of my high schools. And | want to hear

a story. | don't want your nother or father to
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wite your -- and |'ve told this to the teachers,
and |'ve told it to the counselors -- | want to
know t hat you've done research about sone of
t hem

For ne, one person that | will never
forget is Dr. Abernathy. Everybody says Martin
Lut her King. But they don't know, when we were
at Selm waiting to march and everybody -- we
need pictures, we need pictures, we need
pictures. And | said to Dr. Abernathy, W're
mar ching. And he went to Dr. King and he said
"They're | ooking out for theirself, Martin.
Let's march.” And we did.

| never saw a word in there talk
about what a distinguished individual he was.
And he's the one who told Dr. Martin Luther King,
Don't go to Tennessee. And others said you've
got to show that you support union sanitation

workers. And he got killed, he got shot to

deat h.

What are we doing to ourself? |
pl edge nyself that 1'lIl do everything. | have
biracial children, two adopted -- grandchil dren,

by the way. And they're mne. At mass on

Sunday, sonmebody conme up to me and said "God,
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can't believe Grace is this big." She |ooks and
she said, "I'mnot this big, I"'mTH S bi g"
(gesturing).

We're proud of those children, so
everybody el se should be proud of your own. And
t hese other children are our children. They're
our future |l eaders of this nation. Get off your
duffs and start to tell people this is the
greatest country in the world. And we're one
nation and we're one community. W are an
American community. W are not a divisive
comunity.

| invite you to conme to the arnory
i n Newburgh, and you will find that we don't have
a diversity. The chess teamthat went down and
beat New York City, there was 12 of them And
t here was no picking and, See, there's six of
this and six of this. Someone said, "How cone
you' ve got six of this and six? And our chess
chanpion instructor said, "I don't have six and
six, | have 12."

Ladi es and gentlenen, it's our job,
it's our responsibility to nake sure that people
understand bl ack history is a subject matter of

what happened in the past tense. It's our job to
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show the future that we | ove and respect you as
we do anyone el se.

Thank you all.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Benjami n. No?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Who did you say?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Benjami n, we had --

SENATOR BENJAM N: That' s what
t hought. Because Senator Sanders junped up.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : No, we
have Senator Sanders as well.

Go ahead, Senator Benjam n.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to cel ebrate Bl ack
Hi story Month along with ny | eader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins and others. And | want to thank
Senat or Larkin for his coments; they're very
timely.

Let ne just say that when we cane in
here earlier, we pledged allegiance to the fl ag.

And we said "I pledge allegiance to the flag of
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the United States of America, and to the republic
for which it stands, one nation under God, with
liberty and justice for all."

Unfortunately, for too much of
American history, liberty and justice for all did
not apply to African-Anmericans. And many of us
fought, nmany of the generations before us fought
totry to nake this a country where |iberty and
justice was for all.

And | don't want to get into the
back and forth of who did what, but as we nove
forward today, | think it's inmportant to renenber
there are inplications of our history. And it's
i mportant that we nake sure that it is shared.
Because one of the key itens that that all cones
back down to is the issue of fairness.

What is fair? Is it fair that young
kids of color could stay at R kers Island for
years on end and not have trial? | don't think
that's fair. Everyone has to decide what they
believe is fair.

Is it fair that many conpani es of
MABE descent haven't had opportunities for
contracts -- state contracts, city contracts,

federal contracts? And in the RFPs it states,
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wel |, you need to have experience. But if you
didn't have the opportunity before because you
were prevented from havi ng opportunities such as
that, how could you have the experience today?
And so | guess | want us to keep in
m nd that when we tal k about our history, it's
not just a thing of the past. There are
implications of that past that carry on into the
present, and it's incunbent upon us to nmake sure
that we try to create fairness to conpensate for

some of our past indiscretions as a country.

|"ma proud Anerican. | love this
country. | love where | was born. | was born in
Harlem USA. | claimHarlem USA as the bl ack

capital of Anerica. But | also know that we have
a ways to go to address sonme of our past
i ndi scretions as a country. And for us to do it,
we have to do it together. All of us have to do
it together.

And so just keep that in mnd.
know it's easy to either just kind of listen to
what people say -- and | know sonme -- you know, |
know there's a desire to say, Ch, okay, well,
t hat happened back then. And I'mnot racist, |I'm

not this, I"'mnot that, |I'm accepting of
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everyone, so all of that fromthe past is the
past, and let's just leave it there.

And | just want to inplore you to
t hi nk about the fact that there are consequences
to previous decisions. |If you have parents who
are of a certain mndset and certain skills, you
benefit fromthose one way or the other. This is
just a part of human nature. And so as we
celebrate Black Hi story Month, | want us to al
to keep in mnd that when sone of us fight so
hard for issues |like crimnal justice reform and
maki ng sure that people of color get contracts,
get opportunities to participate in the American
econony, try to nake sure that people of color
get the opportunity to get pension fund noney so
that they can be owners and do anazing things, it
i s because we recogni ze our history and we're
trying to create a nore perfect union.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

| junped up earlier because | was

just so in awe of ny colleague that | just wanted
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to claimhis nanme. It didn't work well.

Thank you for the opportunity. |
want to thank you, Madam Leader, for bringing
this to the floor.

Bl ack history is Anerican history.
Aneri can history cannot be separated from bl ack
history. In a few seconds, a few nonents, | want
to take you through a tour of sone mlitary
hi story, since we're speaking of the mlitary
today. | want to remnd us -- and |'msure
everyone in this body knows -- that the first
person to die for American freedomwas Crispus
Attucks. He was a black man. The first person
to die for Anerican freedom up in Boston, was
Cri spus Attucks.

But there was a tinme when, in the
mlitary, it was believed that -- in fact, they
didn't want blacks in the mlitary because they
did not think that they would fight. They
t hought they were cowards who would run away. In
fact, all of the -- although there was enough
hi story to show a difference, they really thought
that these fol k would not fight.

This myth was shattered in the G vi
War by a group known as the 54th Massachusetts
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Col ored Reginent. And the novie G ory was nmade
about them They were given an inpossible task:
| nvade an area where the eneny knows you're
comng, go after a fortified position where you
have no shelter, no shade, they have plenty of
supplies, and we want you to take that. Suicide.

They fought, they did anmazingly.
They did not take that position because it sinply
couldn't be taken. But at the same tine the nyth
of cowardice with this group went down the drain
at that point.

Fromthere we can go quickly to the
famed Buffal o Sol diers, the "Snoked Yankees" of
the Plains Wars that were fought. O course you
couldn't speak of Teddy Roosevelt and his
Rough Riders without realizing he had a portion
of his troops who were bl ack.

Speaki ng of bl ack, Bl ack Jack
Pershing, in Wrld War One, was one of the
mlitary commanders who had bl ack units there.
Wrld War Two saw, of course, the Harlem
Hel | fighters, the Tuskegee Airnmen, who went out
there and showed the Nazis, the fascists, they
have another thing comng to them when they speak

of a master race. There was no nmaster race then;
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there is no master race now. There's the human
race.

The militaries were united after
World War Two; segregation in the mlitary was
ended. O course there were fights, and plenty
of them for justice and freedomeven within the
service, as there are fights to this day.

My friends, in this short tour that
we've taken, | trust that |I've shown you a little
bit that American history cannot be separated
fromblack history. And black history shoul d not
be separated from American history. W should
appl aud all of these histories. The history of
t he bl ack population is a history of this
Ameri can experinent. An experiment. Not a
perfect thing, an experinent, ways that we can
make society better, ways that we can nake the
world better. And all of us will play our role
in this great experinent.

Having said that, sir, | think that
| " ve experinmented enough for the norning.

t hank you very much, M. President, and | shal
take my seat.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or

Bai | ey.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President. | also rise in support of this
wonderful resolution. 1'd be rem ss in not
stating that, ny |eader, you are black history,
as the first wonan to |l ead a caucus. | salute
you.

| salute ny nmentor in the other
house, Assenbly speaker Carl Heastie, who |
interned with in 2004. He is black history.

As | wal k through the halls and |
see interns and staff nenbers, be rem nded that
you are part of black history, we are all part of
bl ack history.

There are pivotal nmonments in certain
people's lives where they say, Were were you on
this day? Well, that day for ne was Novenber 4,
2008. Sone peopl e say where were you when
Dr. King was killed, where were you when Kennedy
was shot? Well, | can tell you about Novenber 4,
2008.

Wke up at 6:00 in the norning with
all the vigor in the wrld, ready to go vote.
Going to nmy poll site, St. Luke's Episcopal
Church on 222nd Street and Barnes Avenue. | had

voted in pretty nmuch every el ection since | was
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able to, so | figured if I got there at 6:00 I'd
get out at 6:05 and 1'd be fine. But no, there
was a line -- from222nd Street to 225th Street,
three city bl ocks.

And usual ly when you have |ines that
extend three city blocks, there's a | evel of
consternation, there's a |evel of disarray or
anger. Not on this day. Not on Novenber 4,
2008, when we were prinmed to el ect President
Bar ack Obana.

That day, going fromthat |ine and
waiting on |ine and speaking to peopl e about how
excited they were, about the opportunity that
they finally had to vote for an African-Anerican
to be the president, to be the | eader of a
country that had in the past enslaved them --
what a nonent.

That ni ght, watched the el ection
results and called ny grandfather Janes. Born in
1929, ny grandfather woul d have never thought to
see the day where a black man woul d be president
of the United States. Al | heard on the other
end of the line was silence, but it was the nost
confortable silence that | had ever heard.

My grandfather was so happy and so
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proud that day that sonething that he coul d never
i mgine, growing up in rural North Carolina, took
pl ace. The inpossible, some would have it,
happened. That's where | was on Novenber 4,

2008.

On Novenber 5, 2008, | realized why
we still need to have Black H story Month. | was
very excited about the election results, but I
arrived at a place where certain people were not
exactly too happy about that. And | realized
that we need to cone together as one.

Under st andi ng why this is such a
m | estone for people of color, whether you voted
for himor not, whether you agree with his
policies or not -- the fact that you don't
understand why it was a mlestone is a problem
We can agree to disagree on nmany things, but
m | estones are mlestones. Acconplishnents are
acconplishnents. That's where | was, that
wher e- wer e- you nonent .

Now, in the 21st century way of
t hi nki ng, ny 3-year-old daughter G ada, the other
day she was goi ng through ny phone and she saw a
Bitnmoji, she saw a "Cel ebrate Bl ack History"

Bitrmoji and she said, "Dad, what's that?" "Ch,"
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| said, "this is black history." And she said,
"What's black history, Dad? |'m brown."

You are, ny dear. But part of your
hi story as a young African-Anerican and
Puerto Rican is to understand that what cane
before you will shape where you're going.

We plant trees under a shade that we
may never see, but we still plant trees. Not
sinply for the oxygen that the trees provide so
that we can breathe, not sinply for the shade or
the sap if it's a maple tree, or what fruits may
come fromit, but we plant that for the next
generation, for ny 3-year-old, G ada, and ny
l-year-old, Carina, black history is -- again, as
Senat or Sanders and everybody el se said, it's
Ameri can history.

And understandi ng that as they cone
into contact with people in other areas and of
ot her ethnic backgrounds, to be proud of who they
are is very inportant. So | ask that we don't
reflect on black history just in February, that
we think about black history as Anerican history
and think about the black peopl e who have done
amazing things to let this country be where we

are today.
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You know, |ast year | spoke about
Curt Flood, who chall enged the reserve cl ause,
who is the nodern father of free agency. W have
to think about these things we think about what
happens in everyday |ife. People of color have
been involved in the devel opnment of this country,
and don't |let anybody ever tell you that it's the
ot her way around.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to commend Leader Cousins for
doi ng this annual recognition of Black Hi story
Month. | want to thank Senator Larkin for his
heartfelt speech and rem nding us that we are al
one people and we all need to rem nd each ot her
every day that we are one people, in the true
spirit of America.

It's appropriate on Fort Drum Day,
when we honor our mlitary, that they're here
during Black Hi story Month -- American History
Mont h. That every day should be about the

hi story of our people, about what we do as
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Ameri cans, how we bring each other together, how
we find our common purpose and how we can
continue to respect our history, acknow edge our
her oes and sheroes of what has gone on before us.

And as | see the Future Farmers of
Anerica that are here today also, | would al so
encourage themto explore your history, explore
and accept your culture, enbrace your history,
enbrace your parents' past, enbrace your
ethnicity, and always cel ebrate yourself.

This is a nonth that is technically
Bl ack Hi story Month, but it's a time for us to
all reflect on who we are and who got us here,
whose shoul ders we were able to wal k upon and
follow and enulate to give us the wherewithal to
be legislators, to give us the desire to be
public servants, to give us the opportunity to be
el ected to office.

|"ve reflected, during this tinme, on
t he people that gave ne the idea and inspiration
to be in public service. | grew up in an
Epi scopal church. My parents have cone from
Jamai ca, West Indies. M church, during the tine
that I grew up, was a safe haven. It was a place

where people acted, they didn't talk. They cane
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to church every Sunday, they nmentored us by their
exanpl e, they gave us a safe environnent to be,

t hey gave us people that nmentored us in snall
ways and large ways. | grew up in a church that
was |oving to people that they didn't know, and
they |l ed by exanple. They understood that if

t hey | ooked back and took care of their young
people, if they | ooked back and worked in a
Sunday school, if they |ooked back and they
worked on the altar, if they |ooked back and they
were the church treasurer, they took tinme to
reach down and to | et young peopl e know t hat
there was a |iving exanple of steady,

conpassi onat e, dedi cated servi ce.

And it was that that gave ne the
roots to understand that | wanted to be in
service as well

My parents, the nost dedicated
peopl e, that continued to work every day. W
| ook to -- oftentines we |ook to great heroes and
to illustrious figures, but we have many peopl e
in our conmunities today that are the real heroes
and sheroes of our community. And | wanted to
stand up today to just applaud all of them those

peopl e that set exanples by getting up and goi ng
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to work every norning, by getting up and
vol unteering in groups, by getting up and being
part of civic associations, part of different
organi zations to give back to the youth or help
seni ors.

Those are our heroes and sheroes.
Those are the people that we need to make sure
that we honor on a daily basis. Those are the
peopl e that are passing on their culture, passing
on their ethnicity, passing on their history.
And Black H story Month is a tine to reflect on
all of that. |It's bigger than just one culture
or one people. It's the understanding that we
all have to nove together to make this a better
union, to make this a better country, to make
this a better State Senate, and to nmake our lives
better for our children. Because at the end of
the day, we're all trying to make life better for
t he next generation.

So | stand today to acknow edge
Bl ack Hi story Month and t hank the speaker and
thank all the speakers today. But | just want to
remnd us that we're all here to try to do better
for the next generation.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Par ker .

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President.

| guess | rise to add ny voice to ny
col | eagues who are cel ebrating Bl ack History
Month this year. And |let nme begin, as many of ny
col | eagues did as well, by acknow edgi ng Senat or
Andrea Stewart-Cousins and the amazi ng work that
she has done as both our |eader and as living
history in this body.

W don't think about it, but as |I'm
in ny 16th year here |'ve had an opportunity,
over every single time, to vote and elect for an
African-Anerican to | ead the Denocratic
Conference of the State Senate. And that's
history within itself. R ght? That's the
| ongest contiguous stretch of African-American
| eadership in the entire State of New York
Right? And so we don't think about the fact that
all of us are part of that history.

And I"'mgoing to talk a little bit,
| guess, not just tal king about Black Hi story
Month but really using what | think is a nore

appropriate phrase in African-American History
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Month. And |' m changi ng the | exi con around,
African- Anerican from bl ack, for very specific
reasons. And in part because when you tal k about
African-Anerican, it puts you in a global context
of understanding that the people that we are

tal ki ng about just don't appear out of nowhere,
but they conme froma very specific place.

Bl ack Hi story Month was created in
1926 by Carter G Wodson, a historian, who had
started an organi zation, the Association for the
Study of African Anerican Life and Hi story. And
in creating that organization, it really was
about giving African-Anmericans an under st andi ng
of who they were on not just a global stage, but
historically. Because there was an attenpt to
essentially erase the contributions of African
people fromthe face of history in this world,
literally. Literally.

And so it's nice to tal k about, you
know, people here and -- you know, and all the
things that are going on, but there really has to
be an understandi ng about why we cel ebrate this
nmonth. This nonth just doesn't cone about
because bl ack people feel bad for thensel ves

because they' ve been oppressed and they need
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sonmething to uplift thenselves. But this really,
in 1926, was about life and death. This really
was about peopl e not having access to the
under st andi ng of history.

So now we can go back and we can
name all these people and we understand the
hi storical context, but all that cones because
Carter G Wodson, you know, decided that this
was sonet hing that needed to be done, and he
deci ded that that was going to be his
contribution to our history, was to have us
under stand and focus on history.

He chose February because of two
reasons, because of the birthday of Lincoln,
which is February 12th, and then the birthday of
Frederi ck Dougl ass, which was February 14th. And
we heard, vis-a-vis Senator Funke's resolution a
coupl e of weeks ago, about Frederick Dougl ass and
his contri bution.

And so this nonth is critical, but I
want us to understand that the history of
African- Ameri cans doesn't begin in 1619 with the
first ships bringing African people in
ensl avenent here to the shores of Anerica.

Right? That the history of African people and
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African- Amreri cans begins in Africa. And so you
can't understand African-Areri cans unl ess you
understand Africa. Right?

Mal col m X was fanmous for saying
that, you know, just because a cat has kittens in
the oven, it doesn't nake them biscuits. Right?
W didn't transformourselves -- we're not -- we
are people of African descent. W are African
peopl e. Just because we were born here in
America don't make us any |less African. Right?
And the same way you heard Senator Larkin earlier
stand up and refer to hinmself as being Irish.
Right? D fferent oven, different cat, still not
a biscuit. Right?

African people are no | ess African
because we were born in North Carolina or Detroit
or New York or Trinidad, Jamaica, Haiti, Cuba or
Brazil. W're still African people. And so you
have to understand that history in order to
under stand t he undergirdi ngs of what you get when
you get here in the United States.

And that's part of what Carter G
Whodson want ed people to understand, is to give a
gl obal and historical context. Wen you go and

you | ook at the great civilizations of the world,
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you know, we often begin with, you know, G eece
and Rome. Wiich are great places to start,
Senator G anaris. But we oftentines skip over
Africa, right, the great civilization of Kenet.
Ri ght ?

The people of Kenmet, it says that
if -- let me just go back and say this. |f you
want to understand this history, let's go all the
way back. And when you find not just the first
humanoi d, but when you find the current hunanoi d,
right, Honb sapi ens sapiens, all of those
humanoi ds are actually found on the continent of
Africa. R ght? So to the degree we have an
Eden, if Eden exists, right, regardl ess of what
your religious context is, if Eden exists, Eden
exi sts on the continent of Africa. Right?

And t hose peopl e who started both
Nubi a, Kush, and what's called Kenmet -- or what
you conmonly refer to as ancient Egypt -- say
that they began in a place where they say that we
camre fromthe valley at the base of the Muntain
of the Moon. Right? Those of you who know
geography know that the Mountain of the Moon is
Kilimanjaro. Right? Functionally becom ng the

cradle of civilization, the first significant
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cradle of civilization in the world.

And so when you | ook at, you know,
anci ent Egypt and you | ook at the Pyram ds and
the Sphinx and all those things -- Aba synbol --
you' re tal king about African history. You're
tal ki ng about the underpi nnings of where African
peopl e cone from African people did not cone to
this continent -- sorry, conme -- well, cone to
the New Wrld, let ne phrase it that way, conme to
the New Wrld tabula rasa -- in Latin, a blank
slate. Right? They didn't cone here tabula
rasa.

But the history was told to people
in a way that African people had not contributed
anything to the world. And that was done
systematically in order to justify the
ensl avenent of African people. You can't enslave
peopl e and use themas chattel if you first don't
dehurmani ze them Right? Wich is why certain
ki nds of nanes -- people go, like, what's in a
name? Right? Shakespeare teaches us a rose by
any other nane snells just as sweet. However,
what Shakespeare nmisses is that calling sonething
what it's not allows you to treat it in a

di fferent way.
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And so we don't understand African
peopl e as people. Wiich is why | say, you know,
African people were never slaves. They were
ensl aved, but never slaves. A slave is a thing.
And t hey never succunbed to their condition.

So when you study the history, one
of the things you find is a history of
resi stance. African people did not sit on, you
know, plantations just working day by day and not
fighting back, which is what people would have
you bel i eve.

And that history of fighting, if you
understand African history, is a history that you
see. But also the history of -- that history of
fighting on the continents is also what allowed
Eur opeans to cone in and exploit that division.
That's why it's inportant for everyone to
understand the history and understand that Carter
G Wodson wasn't actually explaining the history
for everybody, he was really saying
African-Americans need to understand their own
history. Right? Going back to Egypt.

They say, on one of the inportant
pyram ds, "Know thyself." Know thyself. O, as

nmy father used to tell nme all the tine, how do
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you know where you're going if you don't know
where you' ve been? And if you don't know where
you're going, then any road will take you there.
Ri ght ?

And so African-Anmerican History
Month is an opportunity for us to begin | ooking
at our own history as people of African descent.

And Senat or Sanders is absolutely
right that African-Anerican history is certainly
American history and certainly ought to be not
just studied as a discrete course, but also
integrated into all of the courses that are
taught, not just K through 12, but also in our
uni versities.

| " m supportive of a bill that
Senat or Hamilton has that actually would require
African-Amrerican history to be taught in our
public schools. It's certainly sonething that we
shoul d be thinking about taking up this session
and making it the lawin the State of New York
bei ng that, you know, we feel so good about
African- Anerican Hi story Month today. Maybe
we'll take it up. We've got -- what's today's
date? W' ve got about 21 nore days, or sonething

like that, to take it up. Let's take that bil
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up and pass it on the floor of the Senate as a
worthy tribute.

Senat or Larkin challenged us to do
sonmet hing. Wat are we doi ng about
African- Anerican history, he said. Here's an
opportunity for us to do sonething. Take up
Senator Hamilton's bill, let's pass it, let's
make African-Anerican history a required course
in every single school in the State of New York
Because that history is American history, and
peopl e have to understand that context.

By understandi ng that history, you
understand certain things like, for instance, the
role of the black church. Otentines we talk
about the black church, we think that -- we talk
about the black church as a default institution.
We talk about it like the only thing that black
peopl e could do is go to church, so that's why
t hey organi ze in churches now.

And al though that's logical fromthe
history, it's actually wong. And you have lots
of great historians who get this point absolutely
wong. And they get it wong because they begin
in 1619 instead of going back to Egypt.

I f you | ook at great
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civilizations -- not just Egypt, but you | ook at
the Mali Enpire, not to be confused with Mali the
country, which actually took its name fromthe
enpire. |If you ook at the great Ghana Enpire --
again, the country of Ghana took its name from
the Enpire of Ghana. Right? If you |ook at the
Yoruba societies, right, the Akan, the Ful ani,
the Twa, right, the Khoisan people, who were the
first people on the planet, right, who you refer
to as the pygmes, right, when you | ook at these
societies, they are very spiritual societies. 1In
fact, they have no secular societies in
traditional African culture. Wich neans that
not hi ng exi sts outside of God.

So that when African people get here
and they start getting introduced to God, they're
i ke, Oh, yeah. Yeah, we know who God is. W
got that. Oh, in fact we organi ze everything
under God. That in fact you | ook at the Yoruba
peopl e and you find sonebody called the A uwo
Ifa, who is their spiritual |eader. He's both
presi dent and pope. Anpngst the Akan people in
CGhana, right, you have the Asantehene. And the
Asant ehene is both president and pope.

So then when you conme here and you
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start -- you know, people are enslaved and they
have rebellions, who are they organi zi ng under?
Nat Turner, Gabriel Prosser, Denmark Vesey, to
name a few Al what? Pastors. Because for
African people, you can't have -- leadership is
not divi ne | eadership.

It is not any mistake that you in
fact find that the first thing that Marcus
Garvey, who creates the |argest black
organi zation in the world, the UNIA, the
Uni versal Negro | nprovenment Association -- the
first thing he creates is the African Othodox
Church. Right? It is the African Othodox
Church and the arny he produces that produces a
gentl eman naned t he Honorabl e Elijah Mihamrad,
whi ch creates the Nation of |Islam and which
Mal col m X conmes out of.

Right? And so there's a |lineage
that is connected in this history that cones out
of the fact that African people really understand
and have what | refer to as an African spiritual
epi stenmol ogy. That is, they understand truth and
know edge vis-a-vis their relationship to the
spirit world.

And so it doesn't really matter what
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religionit is, right, they' re not organi zed
around religion. They happen to be primrily
Christians and Protestants, because that was what
t hey had exposure to. But nost of you know that
50 percent of the Muslimpopulation in the United
States is African-Anmerican. Right? Wat you
don't find is the National Association of Black
At hei st s.

But again, this is sonething that
you only would know and understand if in fact you
study the history. R ght? And that history then
all ows us to understand the way in which we need
to interact with people and how peopl e nove
t hrough the worl d.

And so as | close, | challenge us
not just to look at the fanmous names and pl aces
of people -- certainly people |ike Sojourner
Truth and Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner, Gabriel
Prosser, Denmark Vesey, Booker T. Washi ngton,
WE.B. Du Bois, Medgar Evers, Marcus Msi ah
Garvey, Honorable Elijah Muhammad, Martin Luther
Ki ng, Ral ph Abernathy, Stokely Carm chael. Not
only are these nanmes inportant, just as
i ndi vi dual heroes and sheroes of African-Anerican

novenent, but to really understand the context in
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whi ch African- Anericans have noved and how t hey
have contributed to the | arger society.

Certainly people like the first
African- Anerican president are critical for us to
understand. But even he cones out of -- you
know, one of the big debates was about his church
upbringing. Wich was critical for him because

he needed to in fact give the signal to

African-Americans that, |look, |I'mone of y'all.
|"mone of y'all. Right?
And so this becones, | think, an

opportunity, a junping-off point. This shouldn't
be the end of our conversation about
African- Anrerican history, but this nonth should
beconme the junping-off point fromwhich we
i ntegrate African-Anmerican history and
under st andi ng t hroughout the year. Wich then
al so allows us to add ot her people's
understanding to the conversation. And that's
what becones the beauty and really the strength
of Ameri ca.

So despite what we see, you know,
com ng out of Washington, really the strength of
Anerica, or what Senator Sanders calls this great

Aneri can experinent, is about the strength in our
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diversity. Right? The fact that we are stronger
together. And that by working together, we can
go further. They say the -- let me end with this
African proverb. |If you want to go fast, go
alone. |If you want to go far, go together.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROC : A bri ef
announcenent. There will be an Investigations

Commttee Meeting i mMmediately foll ow ng session,
i nstead of the original scheduled tine, in the
LOB in Room 816. And that's again the
| nvesti gati ons Conmitt ee.

Wth that, Senator Ham|ton.

SENATCR HAM LTON: M. President,
rise for Black Hi story Month. And | wel cone al
t he young boys and girls in the gallery for being
here, up in Al bany, in the Senate chanbers.

And | just wanted to follow up with
Senat or Parker and follow up with Senator Larkin
And Senat or Larkin asked us, what are we doing
about bl ack history? Wat are we doing to nake
Anerica great?

And so | -- in Al bany, a young | ady

came to ny office and she said, "Senator
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Ham | t on, how conme in school the only thing we

| earn about black history is slavery, Martin

Lut her King, Frederick Douglass, and Harri et
Tubman?" And | said to nyself, you know, why are
we only teaching a limted anount of facts of
what African- Anericans have contributed to
Anerica?

And then | had sone young | adi es
come for a hackathon from Brownsville to Medgar
Evers Col |l ege, and they cane to Medgar Evers
Col l ege, and | asked them "Do you know where
you're at?" And they said, "W're at Medgar
Evers College.”" And then | asked the young
| adi es, "Do you know who Medgar Evers was?" And
none of them could nmention Medgar Evers' nane.

And through that, | said black
hi story should not be only once a nonth, the
shortest nmonth of the year, but black history
shoul d be taught in our classes from ki ndergarten
t hrough hi gh school

And so when Senator Larkin asked
what are we doing to make Anmerica better, what we
can do is incorporate the acconplishnents of
African- Amrericans in our school books so our young

boys and girls can see positive inmages of
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t hensel ves when they go to school

So | plead upon ny colleagues in the
Senate that when this bill cones up to introduce
African- Anerican history not just one day, one
nmont h out of the year, but all through the school
year from ki ndergarten through 12th grade, we can
i ncorporate what we've done in math, in science,
literature, |ike Langston Hughes.

So we have contributed so nuch, but
for sone reason black history is excluded from
the history of our state and of our country. So
| pl ead upon everybody and ny Senators to vote on
the bill that will include black history in our
curriculum and have nore diversity in how we
teach each other, and to nmake this country a
better country where we're all working together
peaceful Iy rather than working apart.

Thank you everyone, and thank you
for everybody com ng here today. Thank you, take
care.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : No ot her
nmenbers wi shing to be heard? Ckay.

Okay. The question now is on the

resolution. Al in favor please signify by
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sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or St ewart- Cousins has agreed
to open this resolution up for cosponsorship. |If
a menber would like to be a cosponsor, they
shoul d notify the desk.

Senat or Funke.

SENATCOR FUNKE: M. President, we
have several groups in the gallery that we want
to recogni ze today, including sone inportant
yout h groups that are here. Wuld you call on
Senat or Akshar for that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Akshar for purposes of an introduction.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hank you very nmuch for your i ndul gence.

It is certainly a busy day here in
t his chanber, but nonetheless it's a great day.
" mrem nded, by the conversations that we're

havi ng down here on the floor, how incredibly
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blessed | amto be serving in this great house.

It's a great day for our young
people to be in this chanmber. W are talking
about and cel ebrating Fort Drum Bl ack History
Month. We're tal king about history, we're
tal ki ng about service, talking about diversity.
And you can feel the passion regardl ess of what
peopl e are tal ki ng about.

And today |I'm standing up to
acknowl edge a group of young peopl e who have a
great deal of passion in everything that they do.
M. President, we have with us the New York State
Real ity Check Regi onal Youth Advocates of the
Year .

And Real ity Check, as many of us
know in this room is a youth action programthat
is funded by the New York State Departnent of
Heal t h, Bureau of Tobacco Control. And they aim
to decrease tobacco use in youth and protect our
yout h from exposure to tobacco nmarketi ng.

Snmoki ng costs the taxpayers of this
state nearly $10.4 billion a year. O course we
know how big the budget is, but I"'mnot here to
acknow edge budget deficits or tal k about nunbers

today, | amhere to talk about the good work that
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all of our young peopl e are doing.

And | want to acknow edge t hem
because |I'm proud of the work that they are doing
in their respective communities, specifically in
Senate District 52 and throughout this great
state. So if you'll indulge nme, I want to give a
brief shout-out. And I'Il ask you to stand if
you're in the audience, of course.

The Capital Region Youth Advocate,

M khail Hailu -- if | didn't say that right, |
apol ogi ze -- Schuylerville Central School. The
West ern Regi on Youth Advocate, Zoe Kam nski
Depew H gh School. Mrrow Regi on Youth Advocate
of the Year Ryan Mnard, Wallkill Senior High
School. And finally, the Central Region Youth
Advocat e of the Year, Jacob Brady, from Johnson
City H gh School, repping SD 52 |ike a chanp.
Thank you, I'mglad to see you' re doing well.

Let ne just tal k about Jacob if |
may, very briefly. Al of the young peopl e who
are standing -- and Senator Funke | know is going
to acknowl edge others -- are incredibly talented,
they' re passionate, they' re notivated young
people. And Jacob, | just want to acknow edge

your good work back honme in Senate District 52.
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You have engaged | ocal comunity
| eaders, which is not always an easy thing to do,
especially when you're a young person. To ny
under standi ng, you didn't shy away fromthe news
nmedi a either, which isn't always our friend, of
course. I'mglad you took the nmessage right to
the nedia and you made sure that they understood
what you stood for.

And t hanks to your good work, it's
nmy understandi ng that the mayor in Johnson City
has listened to you, and he's currently worKking
with the village board and they're exploring
I i censing tobacco retailers.

| also want to give a shout-out to
Keonna Browne -- Keonna, stand up -- statew de
Honor abl e Mention Youth Advocate from Bi nghant on
H gh School, doing remarkabl e work

So | want to thank all of you for
the work that you're doing. | want to thank the
advocates that are with you.

| tell young people all the tine
when |'m back at home, you can do anything you
want in life, you can acconplish whatever it
is -- and this is for all of the young people

that are in the chanber today -- if you do two
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things. |If you work hard and you dream bi g, you

can acconplish whatever it is that you set out to

do.

| would argue that you're already
doi ng those things. You're already working
incredi bly hard and you' re dream ng bi g because
you are incredibly successful.

So our future is in good hands
because of the hard work that all of you young
peopl e are doing. And please know that you
al ways have the support of Team Akshar.

M. President, thank you for your

i ndul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Not at
all, we are -- oh, Senator Funke.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,
M. President. | wanted to take the opportunity

to recogni ze Lauren Sibel, a senior at Pittsford
Sut herl and H gh School, on her outstandi ng

achi evenent in being awarded Real ity Check of
New York's Youth Advocate of the Year Award for
her outstandi ng advocacy on the nunmerous and
deadly effects of tobacco use.

Due to Lauren's advocacy efforts

over the three years that she was involved in the
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Monroe County Reality Check program the program
has seen outstanding growmh and great success.
Monroe County is truly lucky to have you, Lauren,
and we thank you for being here today and we
thank all of the advocates for being with us
t oday.

And per haps they could stand,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : On behal f
of the Senate, we are very proud to be honoring
today Reality check and all of the youth
advocates, their volunteers and chaperones and
faculty who nake this possible. W'd ask you al
to pl ease stand and be recogni zed by this body.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Funke.

SENATCOR FUNKE: M. President,
woul d you now call on Senator G anaris to
introduce a group in the gallery.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
G anaris, for purposes of an introduction.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

There's been nunerous references
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this session to the young people who are in our
gallery, and | want to thank themfor their

pati ence. They've seen a nunber of renmarks and
| egislative activity today, and they're here to
| earn.

| have a group from Western Queens
here called the G owing Up Geen Mddle School.
They conme here every year. They are a great part
of Western Queens, and a school that hasn't been
around for too many years -- we were there at its
opening. But they're doing terrific work, and
their student government is here to watch us work
today. In fact, | think one of them chose to
vote on the |l ast resolution when you asked who
was in favor.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: So they're
getting ready.

But | do want to acknow edge their
presence here. W have the entire student
government here, but particularly I want to call
out President Piyush Barua, Secretary Megan
Tehom lic, 8th Gade Rep Elly Tuffy, 7th G ade
Rep Dina O Leary. Al ex Gobright is the teacher

and staff sponsor for the student governnent,
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who's also cone with them And of course ny good
friend Erin Acosta, who is the comunity and

fam |y engagenent coordinator. And they're also
j oi ned by several of their parents as well as

ot her students.

So, M. President, if you would
extend the courtesies of the house to them and
wel come them once again here to the Senate
chanber, | would appreciate it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : W woul d
like to extend our congratulations to all of the
i ndi vi dual s who have conme from G owi ng Up G een
M ddl e School, students from student governnent.
We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t he house -- oh, there you are, sorry. And we
woul d ask that you all please stand so that this
body may acknow edge you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Funke.

SENATCOR FUNKE: M. President, can
we take up previously adopted Resol uti on Nunber
3374, by Senator Ritchie, read the title only,
and then call on nyself to speak about that.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3374, by Senator Ritchie,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
procl ai m February 17-24, 2018, as FFA Wek in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Funke.

SENATCOR FUNKE: M. President, |
rise today to recogni ze not only FFA Wek but
al so to wel come guests from FFA chapters from
across the state.

W all know that farners have one of
t he hardest jobs there is, working from sunup
till sundown growi ng fresh healthy food that
feeds people from across the gl obe.

My dad was a vegetable farner, so
can attest to what it's like to do the weeding
and the watering and the picking. That's why I
find it so admrable that these young peopl e who
are visiting us today have decided to be part of
New York State's |eading industry.

The skills these students are

devel opi ng through FFA are hel ping them not only
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to | earn about farm ng, but also to | earn about
bei ng | eaders. And when you neet these young
peopl e, they are so incredibly inpressive.

As a nmenber of the Senate
Agriculture Committee, | amproud to work with
Chai rwonman Ritchie and ny col | eagues to encourage
young people to join the ranks of our hardworking
farmers. And | know t hat because of their hard
work and interest in farmng, the future of this
industry in New York State is in good hands.

The theme of this year's FFA Wek is
"I can, we will." 1'd like to thank the students
here today and all of those who are part of FFA
across the state for their desire to be part of
t he changing face of agriculture, and for being a
key part of making sure that this industry
remai ns vibrant for nmany years to cone.

You can, and you will. And we need
to do our part in the Legislature as well.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Gol den on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise and | look up into the
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gallery and | see so nany young mnds that are
sitting up there observing all of our statesnen

t oday, whether it was on Black Hi story Mnth

wi th Senator Stewart-Cousins and Senator Larkin,
and of course Canp Drum Day, our mlitary and the
great work that they do, not just for our state
but for our nation and for the world.

And of course | have a great schoo
up there from Brooklyn, we have a charter schoo
up there, the Hellenic O assical Charter School
in Brooklyn. Christina Tettonis is the
principal, and Ms. Kapetanakis is the |eading, |
guess, principal as well for the Hellenic School .

G ve these kids a round of appl ause,
| adi es and gentlenen, for their great work in
bei ng here today and observing our statesnmen and
observing what's going on here, as well as our
farnmers.

|"ve got to tell you, | shook your
hands downstairs, |'ve seen the future of this
great state and the future of our country com ng
into the 21st century. You are going to |ead
that great economics that we will have here, the
the driving economcs fromfarm ng that you will

bring to it.
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And I'minpressed when | talk to
each and every one of you. Fromour Hellenic
School here in Brooklyn to our farmers across our
great state, | aminpressed with all of these
young minds. And we have nore young m nds up
here. Stand up, all you farmers. Get up there,
all these farmers. Up, up, up, up, up, up, up
Conme on. The Future Farmers of Anerica.

Gve it up for our charter school
give it up for our Future Farmers of Anerica,
| adi es and gentl enmen, up behind us here as well.

(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, God
bl ess you, and keep up your great work. You're
learning a | ot here today. You see what a great
state we live in, and you' re going to nake it
that much better a place to live, to raise a
famly, and to stay in this great, great state.

Thank you, and God bl ess you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Funke.

SENATCOR FUNKE: M. President, can
we now take up the noncontroversial reading of
t he cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : First, the
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resol ution, having been previously adopted, is
open for cosponsorship. If you would like to be
a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 20,
by Senator Peralta, Senate Print 7292, an act to
anend a chapter of the Laws of 2017

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the

same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2017.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 27,
by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 7299, an act to
anmend the New York State Urban Devel opnent
Cor poration Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
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act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2017.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Sanders to explain his vote

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

| am not clear on why we need to put
this -- we all voted, we said this was a good
thing, we said that we will have regi ona
revolving loan funds. And | have no idea why we
are putting this off.

The need for the funds is there. |
suspect that the state has the noney for the
funds. |If that's the case, need and the noney,
let's put the noney out.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Sanders will be recorded in the negative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.
Senat or Sanders recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bil
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 84,
by Senator Funke, Senate Print 839, an act to
anmend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
141, by Senator Marchione, Senate Print 1048, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
153, by Senator Croci, Senate Print 945, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
178, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 2421, an act
to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Kavanagh to explain his vote.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,

M. President.

| comrend the intent of the sponsor
of this bill to ensure that certain situations
where sonebody is attenpting to rob a financi al
institution may be threatening violence but not
actual ly di splaying a weapon, that that crine be
treated in a manner simlar to other Cass E
felonies.

However, | believe this bill goes
too far in that direction by essentially nmaking
it a Cass E felony if you steal the property
that is owned by any banking institution or
credit union. It does not seemto restrict
itself to a situation where there's a threat of
vi ol ence.

It does not even seemto restrict
itself to what we typically think of as a bank
robbery. It seens to ne that under this bill it
would be a Cass E felony to steal a pencil or a
chair froma banking institution

So while | applaud the sponsor for

the effort, and the Credit Uni on Association --
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some of ny favorite institutions in ny own

district are credit unions -- | think this bil
is off the mark, and I'Il be voting no.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or

Kavanagh to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 178, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Conrie, Hoyl man, Kavanagh, Montgonery
and Sanders.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
187, by Senator Felder, Senate Print 3241, an act
to anend the General City Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
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i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
193, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 2387,

Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assenbly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Pl ease
call the roll on the resolution

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
195, by Senator Hel m ng, Senate Print 4539, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
206, by Senator Val esky, Senate Print 1860, an
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act to anmend the Canal Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
208, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 2539, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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210, by Senator O Mara, Senate Print 4086A, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Funke, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR FUNKE: M. President, one
nore rem nder. Investigations is going to neet
foll ow ng session in Room 816 in the Legislative

O fice Building.

| s there any further business at the

desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : There is
no further business before the desk.

SENATOR FUNKE: | nove we adjourn
until Monday, February 12th, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 12th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 1:27 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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