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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Hi s Em nence
Ti mot hy Cardi nal Dol an, archbi shop of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of New York, is with us today to
gi ve the invocation.

CARDI NAL DOLAN: Let us pray.

W assenble for this historic event,
dear Lord, yes, as grateful citizens of the state
we're proud to call hone, but also as hunbl e
people of faith who sinply yet sincerely profess,
as Anmericans, in God we trust.

Thus do we accl ai m You as our
Creat or who made us in Your own inage and
i keness, thus rendering the human person and
human life as sacred, and thus endowi ng us with
rights calling for protection and with freedom --
not so much to do whatever we want, but what we
ought .

We profess You as our conmon Fat her
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who unites us, a Lawgi ver who has inpl anted
within a grasp of the truth and a thirst for
justice, and a belief that we are at our best
when our will is consonant with Your own.

To these distinguished | egislators
we ask the gift of the wisdomonly You can
bestow, and the reclaimng of the honor and
nobility of public service, a sensitivity to
those in need. Please illumne in a radiant way
our | eaders: Senator Flanagan, Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns, and Senator Kl ein.

You never sunmon us to a duty
wi t hout supplying us the grace to do it, dear
God, and that bl essed assurance consol es us
today. My all that we do and dream and dare and
decide in these hall owed chanbers be only to our
credit, Lord, when one day we stand before You,
t he omi potent Lawgi ver and suprenme Judge, You
who |ive and reign forever and ever.

Anen.

(The Assenbl age responded "Amen.")

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll to ascertain a quorum

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

SENATOR ADDABBO. Her e.
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THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR AKSHAR:
THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR ALCANTARA:

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR AMEDORE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR AVELLA:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BAI LEY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BENJAM N:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BOYLE:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BRESLI N:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BROCKS:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CARLUCCI :
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR COWRI E:
THE SECRETARY:

Senat or

Akshar .

Pr esent.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Al cant ar a.

Her e.

Anedor e.

Avel | a.

Bai | ey.

Benj am n.

Bonaci c.

Boyl e.

Breslin.

Br ooks.

Carl ucci .

Pr esent.

Senat or

Conri e.

Pr esent.

Senat or

Croci .
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DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR CROCI : Pr esent.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Dil an.
SENATOR DI LAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fel der.
SENATOR FELDER:  Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fl anagan.
SENATOR FLANAGAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Funke.
SENATOR FUNKE: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Gallivan.
SENATOR GALLI VAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anaris.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Col den.
SENATOR GOLDEN: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Giffo.
SENATOR CGRI FFQO Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hami | t on.
SENATOR HAM LTON: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hannon.
SENATOR HANNON: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hel m ng.
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SENATOR HELM NG
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HOYLMAN
THE SECRETARY:

Her e.
Senat or Hoyl man.
Her e.

Senat or Jacobs.

SENATOR JACCBS: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kam nsky.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kavanagh.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: Her e.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, a quorum
is present.

In keeping with --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Madam Present,
if I may, | can barely hear you. | don't know
what's going on. | can hear Chris fine. But

pl ease, we've got to fix your
you' re sayi ng and what you're
THE PRESI DENT:
It's okay. Is that better,
SENATOR FLANAGAN:

what you sai d.

m c, because what
doing is inportant.

s it on high?

Senat or ?

It depends on
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(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: | cone with high
prai se for Senator Flanagan. Can you hear that?

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: There we go.

Well, in keeping with tradition, it
is ny honor to wel cone you to the 2018 session of
the New York State Senate, on behalf of Governor
Andrew Cuonmp and t he people of the State of
New Yor k.

Li ke you, many of us journeyed
across this state. | came through blizzard
condi tions, about a six-hour drive from Buffal o,
New York, but | had plenty of time to reflect on
nmy past year, going to so many of your districts
and sharing the experiences. And what |
wi tnessed firsthand so often was the incredible
pride that each of you have for the district and
t he peopl e you represent.

And as | heard from so many peopl e,
each one of you tells nme you have the very best
district in the State of New York. And all of
you are correct. | heard that so often

But nore than just the pride in

representing our districts, there's a profound
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pride we all share in being New Yorkers. And it
is a pride that transcends party affiliation,
geographi ¢ boundaries, race, ethnicity and
gender. Therefore, it's a pride that conpels us
to journey together in solidarity as New Yorkers
as we neet the new chall enges.

And that's why we have to fight for
t he people of New York to repel a tax burden that
is being | evied by our federal government on our
citizens. And that is why we'll go to the mat
over cuts in prograns that help needy children.
We'll fight together for affordabl e education,
Medi care, Medicaid, protecting our environnent --
because from hurricanes in Long Island to fl oods
on Lake Ontario and upstate New York and the
crazy blizzards of Wstern New York, we know what
climate change is, and it's just getting worse.

And we will continue to address the
seismc societal shift in attitudes toward wonen
that is long overdue. And that wll finally
result in equality of opportunity, equality in
pay, and equality in respect.

So as we know the constituents close
to our districts, people get up every day, they

go to work, they worry about their famlies, and
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they think about "if only I could build a better
life." They keep their part of the bargain. As
el ected officials, we nmust keep ours.

We share these goals, even if our
nmeans of achieving themmay differ. In 2017 we
had many biparti san acconplishnments, and all of
you should be very proud. W opened the year
honoring the 200t h anniversary of the Erie Canal
and the 100th anni versary of women w nning the
right to vote. W honored brave and courageous
i ndi vi dual s who were bold enough to dig a canal
and to pave the way for wonmen to have the right
to vote.

To concl ude, today as New Yorkers we
come together with a common purpose, to honor
t hose | egacies but to create our own. So
100 years from now, when New Yorkers | ook back at
our time, I'd like themto say we dreaned bi g but
we built even bigger. W began novenents that
changed the course of human history, and we |eft
New York and indeed the world a better place than
we found it. And we did it together.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. May we pl ease

proceed with the regular order of business.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

10

THE PRESI DENT: Present ati on of

petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages from the Governor.
There is a nmessage fromthe
Governor, which the Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: "Dear Majority
Leader Flanagan: | would appreciate the

privilege of the presence of all the Menbers of
the New York State Senate at the Enpire State
Pl aza Convention Center on January 3, 2018, at
1:00 p.m Very truly yours, Andrew M Cuono."

THE PRESI DENT: To be filed in the
Jour nal .

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | believe
there's a resolution at the desk by Senators
Fl anagan and Klein. My we please have it read
inits entirety and nove for its i medi ate

adoption. Thank you.
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THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 3324, by Senators Fl anagan and Kl ei n,
directing the Tenporary President to appoint a
Comm ttee of three to informthe CGovernor that
the Senate is organi zed and ready to proceed with
busi ness.

"RESCLVED, Directing the Tenporary
President to appoint a Commttee of three
conpri sed of Senator Jacobs, Senator Ham |t on,
and Senator Benjam n, for the purpose of
inform ng the Governor that the Senate is
organi zed and ready to proceed with business."

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, there's

anot her resolution at the desk by Senators
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Fl anagan and Klein. My we please have it read
inits entirety and nove for its i medi ate
adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 3325, by Senators Fl anagan and Kl ei n,
directing the Tenporary President to appoint a
Commttee of three to wait upon the Assenbly and
informthat body that the Senate is assenbl ed and
ready to proceed with business.

"RESCLVED, Directing the Tenporary
President to appoint a Commttee of three
conprised of Senator Tedisco, Senator Al cantara,
and Senator Kavanagh, for the purpose of waiting
upon the Assenbly and inform ng that body that

the Senate is assenbl ed and ready to proceed with

busi ness. "

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
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adopt ed.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, we have
some very inportant visitors here fromthe
Assenbly, Assenbl ywoman Wi nstein and ny favorite
Assenbl ynman, Bob QGaks.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d you
pl ease recogni ze them and wel cone themto our
chanbers.

THE PRESI DENT: Assenbl ynenber s
Caks and Weinstein are very welconme in our
chanbers.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN VEI NSTEIN: W are
here to say that the Assenbly has adjourned the
2017 session and we have convened and we are
organi zed and ready for 2018. And | think we
beat you once this -- for a while.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN VEI NSTEI N: Look
forward to a fruitful year.

THE PRESI DENT: M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, Madam
President, at this time would you please call on

Senat or Stewart-Cousins for opening renarks.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

And | just -- | understand our
remarks at this nonent are going to be brief
because we obviously have the State of the State.
But certainly | wanted to begin by saying "Happy
New Year" and "Wel cone back" to everyone.

| also wanted to note the changes in

my conference. Not with us -- | expected himto
be here -- but Senator Latiner is now County
Executive Latimer. |Is he here? Ch, there you
are.

(St andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You know,
we remenber everything fromthe kumguats to --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
those late nights. And |I'mglad you' re here.

We al so certainly recogni ze you as a
great leader. And he's threatened already to
bring a tin cup; | don't know if you have that
with you yet.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But we
expect great |eadership fromyou. And certainly
our best wi shes go with you as you becone the
great county executive for ny hone county,

West chester. So thank you, Senator Latimer.

And also not with us is former
Senat or Diaz, who has now joined the City
Council, and we al so wi sh Senator Diaz the best.

And, you know, we have two seats
that are available. And we are certainly hoping
that we get those seats filled as quickly as
possi bl e, because we know that our denocracy
depends on representation.

Now, speaki ng about a seat that has
been filled, we had an opportunity to swear in
this nmorning Senator Brian Kavanagh, who repl aces
agai n another great friend, Senator Daniel
Squadr on.

Senat or Kavanagh i s no stranger,
obviously, to Albany. He's spent 10 years in the
Assenbly. He's a chanpion for certainly voters
rights and sensible gun | aws and advocacy for
tenants, and he's a great addition to our great
body.

Wel conme, Senator Kavanagh.
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(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So agai n,
we are beginning a new year. And the nore
extended remarks will be next week, but | just
want to make sure that Governor Cuonp knows that
we are | ooking forward to working with himand
certainly looking forward to his address in the
next hal f-hour or so.

And for ny partners Senator Flanagan
and Senator Klein, we just want to assure you
that our conference is here to work with you and
to get the people's work of New York done.

So, good, | hope we'll have a very,
very productive session. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Whul d you now
recogni ze Senator Klein for opening renarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you, Madam

Presi dent.

| too want to thank the Denocratic
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins -- |ooking forward
to working with her during this session -- and of
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course ny friend and col | eague, our Majority
Leader, John Fl anagan, who continues to work with
all of us, Denocrats and Republicans, to get the
peopl e' s busi ness done.

As was said before, | too have sone
remar ks prepared for next week, | guess, but |
al so want to congratul ate George Latinmer, the new
West chest er county executive. | know his
intelligence, his know how, his understanding of
how to get things done is going to suit the
peopl e of Westchester County extrenely well.

| too want to wel cone Senat or
Kavanagh. | know we worked together over the
years to freeze rents for senior citizens and the
di sabl ed, and I know we'l|l be able to work on
t hose types of things again in the upcom ng
sessi on.

| know Senator Diaz is not here, but
| do see ny good friend, sort of a Senator in
wai ting, Assenbl yman Sepul veda. Let's give hima
round of applause too for joining us today.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR KLEI N: And nost of all,
want to say a very special thank you to all of

t he nenbers of the I ndependent Denocratic
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Conference. W certainly worked very hard in the
out-session in serving our districts, in working
t oget her, and each and every day it's my honor to
call you friends as well as coll eagues.

| think the best thing that we can
do this year is, once again, not knowing -- or
actual ly knowi ng some of the ram fications that
are com ng down fromthe national governnent,
whi ch are not going to suit New Yorkers very,
very well, that we here in the Senate shoul d put
politics aside, at |least during the budget
process, to make sure we can all work together
and do the people's business in nmaking sure that
New Yorkers don't shoul der the burden of some of
t he damage that was done on the national |evel

So | think we really have to sort of
get down to business, nmake sure we have a subway
mass transit systemthat's second to none, nmake
sure that honeowners and taxpayers who are | osing
deductions don't have to shoul der the burden on
their own, that our state and especially we right
here have to conme to their defense.

But nost of all, | look forward to a
productive budget session. | think we in the

Senate especially, we rise to the occasion. And
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as difficult as it may be, | think working

t oget her, Denobcrats and Republicans, in a

bi parti san fashion, we can continue to deliver
for New Yorkers.

So again, | look forward to a
productive session, and a happy and healthy
New Year to all

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Madam
Presi dent, would you now recogni ze Senat or
Fl anagan for opening remarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
Senat or DeFranci sco.

And Madam President, it's nice to
see you here. You always conduct yourself wth
cl ass and el egance. And I'msorry you got into a
little scuffle there with, well, sonebody
probably in governnent, sonebody probably in
government. But it's nice to have you here
presi di ng today.

And, you know, we opened our session

with something that to me is |like personally very
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cool. How many tines do you get to have a

cardi nal conme and open session? |'mnot talking
about a baseball player, |I'mtalking about the
real deal

Havi ng the cardinal here, he has a
presence that we all respect and admre. And
when | listen to himpray on our behalf, | feel
good. | actually really feel good. And |I'm
al ways grateful, always grateful when we have
peopl e of faith who cone and deliver opening
prayers.

But the cardi nal spoke about
something that | think is -- no pun intended --
em nently inportant. He used the phrase "the
honor and nobility of public service."

So | want to thank ny friend and ny
coll eague -- and I"mgoing to make it crystal
New York clear: Jeff Klein and | work very well
together. He knows how to govern, he knows how
to lead. He knows how to conport hinself with
di pl omacy and professionalism both publicly and
privately. And that's sonething | deeply
appreci at e.

| can say that very clearly as well

about Senator Stewart-Cousins. She, Madam
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President, has nany of your admrable qualities,
and she acts as a | eader.

And I'lIl say this pretty clearly:
The day the three of us all agree on everything,
that's when everyone should start to worry.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: W're going to
have our differences, but we can do so in a way
that is inportant.

When | | ook at how we run our house,
| think of Senator DeFrancisco, Senator G anaris,
and Senator Val esky, who hel p nake the day-to-day
operations actually work. Actually work.

So the honor and nobility of public
service. | didalittle fact-checking this
nmorning. And I'mgoing to be off by a hair, and
Parker will correct ne at sone point. See,
that's what he does. He'll correct nme at sone
point. And this does not include staff tine,
school board service, Cty Council service,
serving in other capacities. | can think of
Toby Stavisky and think of the |longevity of the
Stavisky fam |y and public service, not unlike ny
own famly.

But just to be clear, we have
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presently 593 years of service in the Senate from
all the people, all the people that are serving
ri ght here.

Senat or Kavanagh, wel cone to you.

That doesn't include ny 16 years in
the Assenbly, it doesn't include Kenp Hannon's
| ongevity in the Assenbly, Betty Little, Cathy
Young, a whol e bunch of our colleagues.

And | am not going to apol ogize; |I'm
going to speak proudly of this institution and
the fact that we all are engaged in public
service. Because the last time | checked -- |
don't have to canvass all 62 other menbers to
know nobody's doing this for the noney. Nobody's
doing it for the noney.

Speaki ng of noney, Latiner, he
brought a tin cup, a silk bag, he's trying to --
he sounds |ike Rai nman now. He's saying:

Mandate relief, mandate relief, nandate relief,
hel p nme out here.

So when | think of these things, you
know, | go back, Madam President, to something
el se you said. Last night we had sone tine to
socialize with some of our nenbers, and | cane

back to the Capitol last night to grab sone
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stuff. And | want to describe to you how I
personally feel. And we'll get into our agenda;
we're going to tal k about all kinds of things --
property tax cap pernanency, spending cap,

regul atory reform making sure that there's noney
for Lake Ontario and places all across the State
of New York. All those type of things we're
going to tal k about.

But when | cone through the Capitol
whether it's in the nmorning or the night, | have
a sense of reverence. | do. And the dean of our
conference and the dean of the Senate rem nds ne
of this all of the tinme. This is a special
pl ace, a special place. And when | wal k through,
| think about that. And when | hear --
literally, when |I hear ny nanme, each tine it

makes nme take a step back. And | think that's a

good t hi ng.

So, Madam Presi dent, you nentioned
sonmething that -- the person | think of nore than
anyone el se -- anyone else -- is nmy father. So

when | watch Hel ene Weinstein cone in here as the
new chair of the Ways and Means Commttee, who
served after her father in the New York State

Assenbly -- | think of Joe Robach and people with
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| egacy. But ny father, my father was way ahead
of his time. And I'mdoing this just alittle
personally to nmake this point.

In 1986, ny father was a co-prine
sponsor on legislation, with Bill Passannante, on
di scrim nation based on one's sexual orientation
for housing. That was over 30 years ago.

But ny father was al so cutting edge.
Because when wonen got the vote -- there were two
wonen that were elected the first year that wonen
got the vote. One of them happened to be a worman
named Ida Sanms. Ilda Sanms was fromthe Town
of Huntington, and she had a | egendary but short
career. So he did a historical perspective, over
30 years ago, of every wonan -- and | repeat,
every woman -- that had been elected to the
Legi slature. That was cutting edge.

So when we tal k about these issues,
| feel like | come froma good lineage, and |'m
very privileged and lucky to be able to say that.

So as we nove forward, I'mgoing to
tell everyone again, |'mproud of who we are, |I'm
proud of the work that we do. Can we do things
better? O course. WII we try and do things

better? Yes. WIIl we work with the Governor?
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Yes, we will. Have we proven that we know how to

govern? Yes. Yes.

So as we nove forward, I"'mgoing to
reiterate, I'ma state senator, |I'ma public
official, I"'ma public servant, and |I' mvery,

very happy to be working with all of you. So as
we nove into next week, we're going to -- | think
| told Senator Klein this, Senator
Stewart-Cousins, and | will speak nore about

this. | want to have January be very productive.
| don't want to be wasting anyone's tine,

i ncludi ng the taxpayers'.

So | amdeeply grateful to all of
you for who you are and what you do. And as we
go downstairs, let's distinguish ourselves again
by showi ng the class and dignity that this house
exenplifies and listen carefully to what the
Governor has to say. Wether or not we agree
with himwll certainly be open to question. But
we will do the people's business.

And | thank you for your indul gence.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Just a point
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of clarification about that 593 years of service.
| f you exclude Ken LaValle, it's 99 total years.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Just to nake
it clear.

| s there any further business at the
desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That bei ng
t he case and there being no further business,
nove we adjourn until Mnday, January 8th, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days being |egislative
days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Mbonday,
January 8th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:45 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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