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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Reverend Thadeus Aravindathu is with us today to
give the invocation. He is pastor and
adm ni strator of the Church of St. Boniface in
Wesley Hills, New York

Past or .

REVEREND ARAVI NDATHU: Let us pray
the prayer by St. Francis of Assisi. This was
prayed 800 years ago. Let us pray.

Lord, nmake ne a channel of Thy

peace. Where there is hatred, nmay | bring |ove.

Where there is wong, | nmay bring the spirit of
forgi veness. Were there is discord, | my
bring harnony. Were there is error, | may
bring truth. Were there is doubt, | may bring
faith. Were there is despair, | may bring
hope. Were there are shadows, | may bring
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light. Where there is sadness, | may bring joy.
Lord, grant that | may seek rather

to confort than to be conforted, to understand

than to be understood, to |love than to be | oved.

For it is by self-forgetting that one finds

self. It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.
It is by dying that one awakens to eternal life.
Amen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Pastor.

The readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
June 11th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
June 10th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 10,
Senat or Val esky noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4972A

and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
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1078A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 278.

On page 30, Senator Ortt noves to
di scharge, fromthe Committee on Health,
Assenbly Bill Number 5175A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1241A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 715.

On page 37, Senator Klein noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5151B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 2724B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 830.

And on page 85, Senator Montgonery
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee On Crine
Victims, Crime and Correction, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 3053 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 3982, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1523.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
substitutions are so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yeah, 1'd
like to call up Print Number 1411, by Senat or
Giffo, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now
at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read the title of the bill.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 40,
by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 1411, an act to
anend the Volunteer Firefighters' Benefit Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I*d now |ike

to call up Print Nunber 6243, by Senator Bonacic,
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recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read the title of the bill.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1511, by Senator Bonacic, Senate Print 6243, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO:

Amendnents are offered to the following Third
Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Funke, page 24, Cal endar
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Nunber 622, Senate Print 3724;

By Senator Robach, page 29, Cal endar
Nunber 704, Senate Print 5397;

By Senator Larkin, page 35, Cal endar
Nunber 796, Senate Print 5400;

By Senator Ortt, page 39, Cal endar
Nunber 868, Senate Print 4825A,

By Senator Bonacic, page 56,
Cal endar Nunber 1135, Senate Print 6180;

By Senator Gol den, page 63, Cal endar
Nunber 1253, Senate Print 6326;

By Senator Tedi sco, page 65,
Cal endar 1277, Senate Print 5394;

By Senator Tedi sco, page 66,
Cal endar Nunber 1284, Senate Print 5793;

By Senator Giffo, page 72, Cal endar
Nunmber 1356, Senate Print 6335;

By Senator Gallivan, page 81,
Cal endar Nunber 1469, Senate Print 4329;

By Senator Bonacic, page 48,
Cal endar Nunber 1038, Senate Print 988;

By Senator Seward, page 50, Cal endar
Nunmber 1078, Senate Print 4241.

| now nove that these bills retain

their place on the order of third reading.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFranci sco, the anmendnents are received and the
bills shall retain their place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d you
pl ease call on Senator Val esky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Al cantara, on
page 71 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 1344, Senate Bill 5778, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCR VALESKY: And on behal f of
Senat or Savi no, on page 52 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 1097, Senate Bill 6091,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The

anendnents are received, and the bill shal
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retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up previously adopted Resol ution 2399, by
Senat or Young, read the title only, and call on
Senat or Young to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2399, by Senator Young,
comendi ng Li eutenant Liza-J Bobsei ne upon the
occasi on of her designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President. | want to thank you and ny
col | eagues for pausing in our deliberations and
allowing me to speak -- and | know Senat or
Mar chi one wil|l be speaking also -- on these two
resolutions that are before us. The first one is
for Liza-J Bobseine. The second one is for EnCon
O ficer Janes Davey. But | want to give a

speci al introduction.
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This has a |l ot of significance for
t he peopl e of New York State, because we al ways
want to pause and honor those that serve us so
well. But it has a |lot of personal significance
for nme al so, because |'ve had the privil ege of
bei ng dear friends with the Bobseine famly for
probably about 17 or 18 years now. And | am so
proud of this fam |y because they are so uni que
and such great citizens of the State of New York

And I'd Iike to make sone
i ntroductions of people who have joi ned us today.
First of all, we have Departnent of Environnental
Conservati on Conmm ssioner Basil Seggos, who has
cone. And | want to thank the conm ssioner for
hel pi ng set this up.

But al so, Conmi ssioner, | want to
t hank you because | know that you care about your
EnCon of ficers very deeply, and | know t hat when
this incident occurred, you i Mmediately went to
the hospital. So thank you for your dedication.

We al so have been joined by retired
EnCon Captain Gary Bobseine and his wi fe Jan, who
are the parents of Lieutenant Liza-J Bobsei ne;
her sister, Katy Bobseine, who is here; and al so

Pol |y Bobseine Al bright, who also is a sister.
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And | want to point out that she al so served --
and Senator Croci may be interested in this -- in
Speci al Forces in Iragq and Afghani stan and was
2005 Airman of the Year for the entire country.
So very acconplished there too.

But she's brought al ong Ruger, who |
t hi nk has taken over the entire Senate. He's
4 years old. | expect himto be a future Senator
after he becomes a builder and -- what el se,
Senator? A pilot. So in his spare tine he'd
like to be a Senator also. But |I'mglad that
Ruger coul d cone.

W have M. and Ms. Ken and Sharon
Davey, parents of EnCon O ficer James Davey. And
wel come to you

DEC officials are here today. W
have Chief of Staff Julie Tighe;, Assistant
Comm ssioner Chris Ballantyne; Director Joe
Schnei der; Major Scott Florence; Major George
Steele; Captain Tom Caifa. And also we have
sonmeone who traveled -- two special people --
from N agara County today, and that's retired
EnCon O ficer Dick Lane and his wife Getchen.
So wel come to you. We're so happy that you're

here.
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As this resolution title stated,
today we are hunbly recogni zing the bravery and
fearl essness of two remarkabl e public servants.

At approximately 5:20 p.m, a ful
53 mnutes after sunset on Novenber 29, 2016
Envi ronnental Conservation O ficer Janmes Davey
and Li eutenant Liza-J Bobseine were investigating
a trespassing conplaint and reports of illegal
hunting with shots fired.

During the course of their
i nvestigation, the two officers canme upon fresh
tire tracks in a field in the Town of Gallatin in
Col unmbi a County. Wile wal king through the field
under darkness, heavy fog and rain, Oficers
Davey and Bobsei ne heard voi ces and decided to
approach the hunters.

Being a DEC officer offers a uni que
chal | enge because in many cases such as this one,
the officers know that the person they are
approaching is likely armed and often a skilled
mar ksman -- and oftentinmes it's in a very renote
ar ea.

As the officers approached the
illegal hunters, a shot was fired froma .30-30

rifle. The bullet hit Oficer Davey, resulting
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in significant damage to his pelvis and

associ ated bl ood vessels. Lieutenant Bobseine,
acting quickly, was able to apply a conpress to
t he significant wound. She naintained pressure
on the injury for nore than one hour and call ed
for nmedi cal support.

Thi nk about that. Pressure for nore
t han one hour. That's al nost inpossible to do.
But she rose to the occasion, and she did it.

Wiile attending to Oficer Davey,

Li eut enant Bobsei ne was al so able to keep the
suspect under control a half-mle into the field.
Li eut enant Bobseine's sw ft response thankfully
prevented significant | oss of blood that could
have ot herwi se cost O ficer Davey his life.

Her actions were instrunmental in the
appr ehensi on of the shooter, Al an Bl anchard, and
anot her suspect. Blanchard would | ater be
charged with second-degree assault after claimng
he m stook the officers for a deer.

O ficer Davey underwent extensive
surgery at M d-Hudson Hospital to repair damage
and was placed in the hospital's intensive care
unit in stable condition.

Fol I owi ng the incident, DEC
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Comm ssi oner Seggos stated: "It's clear that if
it were not for her actions, Oficer Davey woul d
not have survived. | comend the two officers
for their courage in the line of duty and thank
them for their dedicated service."

| just want to tell you a little bit
about Lieutenant Bobseine. She's a 10-year
veteran of the EnCon Police, a native of
Cat t araugus County, the 57th Senate District, and
comes froma long Iine of public servants. Her
father and grandfather were both State
Envi ronnental Conservation officers, and her
brother lke is currently serving as an EnCon
of ficer.

Remar kabl y, Lieutenant Bobseine is
al so no stranger to lifesaving actions. In 2011
whil e stationed on Long Island, Lieutenant
Bobsei ne was credited with saving the life of a
66-year-ol d wonan who was sitting in her car in a
parking | ot and had stopped breathing. For her
heroi sm she was honored as O ficer of the Year
by the New York State Rifle and Pi st ol
Associ ati on.

And prior to her service as an EnCon

of fi cer, Lieutenant Bobseine was a forester with
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the DEC s Division of Land and Forests.

She holds a master's degree in
forestry fromthe SUNY Environnental Science and
Forestry School and was conm ssioned as a
i eutenant in 2013.

Al so, for EnCon O ficer Davey, he's
a 12-year veteran of the force, graduated from
DEC Basic Police Acadeny in 2005. He spent nany
years on the Marine Enforcement Unit in New York
City, where he gained a reputation as an
excel l ent officer.

EnCon O ficer Davey transferred to
West chester and Put nam Counties in 2008, where he
expanded his role in public outreach and
education, becoming very famliar with | ocal
sporting groups and often participating in their
events.

After relocating to Col unbia County,
O ficer Davey again enhanced his role in public
outreach and education, gaining recognition for
hi s assistance at the annual Col unbia County
Vet erans Pheasant Hunt, which is affiliated with
t he Wbunded Warriors Project.

He currently is assigned to patrol

Col unmbi a County, acts as a Division of Crimnal
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Justice Services certified police instructor, and
recently becanme a certified firearnms instructor
for the DEC

As you can see, M. President and ny
col | eagues, these two individuals really
exenplify the definition of heroism They are
deserving of our utnost thanks and praise, and |
am proud to have sponsored, along with Senator
Mar chi one, Liberty Medal resol utions honoring
bot h courageous officers.

| thank themfor their service to
our great state. And at this point |I know that
Senat or Marchi one also would |i ke to speak,
because these two officers currently reside in
her district in Colunbia County.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Young.

Senat or Mar chi one.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you,
M. President. [It's my honor to stand and speak
on this resolution honoring Oficer Davey and
Li eut enant Bobsei ne.

You know, | talked earlier with them

and | tal ked about the idea that when you cone
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upon a hunter or you come upon soneone in the
woods that's carrying a firearm you don't
automati cal ly becone concerned about it because
that's what you come upon when you do the brave
wor k that they do.

But in this instance, things went
very bad and they went very bad quickly. And the
dedi cation and the expertise and the skills that
were used to save O ficer Davey's life, | just am
in awe at the great job that Lieutenant Bobseine
di d.

And | just want to say thank you to
her, thank you to the Environnental Conservation
officers who risk their lives every day out there
in the woods for us.

| want to al so say thank you to the
conmi ssioner for his care and concern for his
department -- not just his environnental
conservation officers, but all of his departnent
and all of the good work that they do for us.

It really is an honor to stand up
and to say thank you. You certainly both
exenplify a proud tradition of EnCon officers.
And it's a privilege to have this opportunity to

recogni ze and conmmend the bravery, the skill, and
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t he dedication of both of ny constituents, as
both of these individuals live within ny district
and the incident occurred within the 43rd Senate
District.

Thank you, a very heartfelt thank
you for what you do for us.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Marchione.

Bef ore we recogni ze our conmunity
heroes, the Secretary will read previously
adopt ed Resol ution Nunber 2398, by Senator Young,
title only.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2398, by Senator Young,
commendi ng O ficer Janes Davey upon the occasion
of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal , the hi ghest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: To
Li eut enant Bobseine and O ficer Davey, the
commi ssioner, as well as your famlies and the
DEC fam |y, we congratul ate you, we thank you for
bei ng selfless public servants, and we wel cone

you to the New York State Senate chanmber. W
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extend all of the courtesies and the privileges
of this great house to you and to your famlies.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, please rise.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d you
recogni ze Senator Flanagan for an inportant
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
M. President.

|'melated to stand even for a brief
coupl e of nonents to talk about a group that is
joining us physically in this part of the
chanber, our Japanese del egati on.

| had a fantastic nmeeting this
nmorning with the entire contingent of fol ks who
are here. And | hope -- you know, you're going
to have to forgive ne, given the fact that ny
| ast nane is Flanagan, | nmay not get it
absol utely correctly, but there's a whole
del egation. | want to wel come Anbassador

Takahashi and his entire group for being here in
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Al bany t oday.

So when we think about the work that
we do, | had about a half an hour to 45 m nutes
with the delegation to listen to who they are,
what they do, where they live -- Kawasaki
Buffalo, all kinds of different things all across
the great State of New YorKk.

They have a contingent -- and |
think I have ny nunbers correctly, or close to
it -- 33,000 jobs, $11 billion in investnent in
the State of New York. They are am able, they
are professional, they care very deeply about the
great State of New York.

And | believe that we should strive
to do everything we can to create an econom c
devel opnent environnent that inures to their
benefit, which works for the great people of the
State of New York. And I know t hey have Canon
whi ch happens to be down in the Senator
Marcel | i no and Senat or Fl anagan area out on
Long | sl and.

But Anmbassador, to you and your
del egation, welconme. | hope you had a terrific
day here today. And we want to continue to

foster that relationship with you, and we only

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3656

wi sh you the best. So we want to extend the
courtesies of the chanber to you and your
del egati on.

Thank you.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR
Anmbassador, to you and your del egation, we
wel come you to the New York State Senate. And on
behal f of Majority Leader Flanagan, we extend all
the privileges and courtesies of the house.

AMBASSADOR TAKAHASHI :  Thank you
very rmuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: You're
wel cone.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, can you
recogni ze Senator Flanagan again, while taking up
previ ously adopted Resolution 2386. Read it in
its entirety, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2386, by Senator Flanagan,
comendi ng Barbara Jones upon the occasion of her

appoi ntnment as Irish Anbassador to Mexi co.
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"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize and pay tribute to
certain individuals of high standard and
pr of essi onal i sm whose singul ar objective is given
to serving the advancenent of denocracy in the
wor |l d; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud
to commend Barbara Jones upon the occasion of her
appoi ntnment as Irish Ambassador to Mexico; and

"WHEREAS, Recently, the United
St at es governnment has approved t he appoi nt nent of
several overseas anbassadors; Barbara Jones, the
current Consul General in New York, will assune
the role of Irish Anbassador to Mexico, Col onbi a,
Costa Rica, Cuba, El Sal vador, N caragua, Peru
and Venezuel a; and

"WHEREAS, Barbara Jones was born in
County Wexford, Ireland; she graduated with
degrees in both French and history fromthe
Uni versity College in Dublin, Ireland; she also
hol ds her post-graduate qualifications in
education from University Coll ege, and conputer

Sci ence fromthe National Institute of Hi gh
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Education fromthe University of Linerick; and
"WHEREAS, In Septenber of 1983,
Bar bara Jones began her distingui shed career at
t he Departnent of Foreign Affairs, working
primarily on Anglo-lrish and European Uni on
i ssues; and
"WHEREAS, From 1994-1997, Barbara
Jones served as Head of the Humanitarian Ad
policy; in this capacity, she traveled
extensively in Africa; her overseas postings
i ncl uded assignnments at the Consul ate General of
Ireland in San Franci sco from 1986-1990, the
Enbassy at Luxenbourg from 1991-1993, and as
Deputy Head of M ssion at the Enbassy of Irel and
i n London, where she managed political relations
and the Northern Irel and peace process; and
"WHEREAS, In Septenber of 2012,
Bar bara Jones was appoi nted Joint Secretary at
the British-1rish Intergovernnmental Secretariat
in Belfast, Ireland; two years |ater, she was
nanmed the Consul General of Ireland in New York
and
"WHEREAS, Barbara Jones al so served
in two additional governnent departnents in

Dublin from 1997-2002; from 1999-2002, she served
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as both speechwiter and special advisor in the
Depart ment of the Taoi seach; prior to hol ding
t hose two positions, she was seconded to the
Trade Section of the Departnment of Enterprise,
Trade and Enpl oynent, where she was instrunenta
in witing and devel oping a new | ong-term
strategy for pronoting Irish trade with both
Chi na and Asi a; and

"WHEREAS, Wth her throughout have
been her husband, diver O Connor, and their
three children, Kilian, Tadhg, and Maeve, all of
whom have shown her | ove and support and rejoice
in her many achi evenents; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that those who enhance the
quality of life in their community and have shown
a long and sustained commtnent to the
mai nt enance of high standards in their
prof ession, certainly have earned the recognition
and appl ause of all the citizens of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmend
Bar bara Jones upon the occasi on of her

appoi ntnment as Irish Anrbassador to Mexico, and to
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wi sh her great success in her new position; and
be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Bar bara Jones. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Fl anagan on the resol ution.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

This is, | think, enblematic of the
fact that we are in the quintessential nelting
pot here in the great State of New York. W have
our del egation, our Japanese del egation, our
anbassador fromlreland. And | want to extend
the courtesies of the house to a gentleman who is
a gentleman in every sense of the word, a true
| eader in the New York State Assenbly, and that's
Assenbl yman M chael Cusick from Staten |sland.

M ke, it's nice to see you here.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Al so too,

M. President, if | may, | had a |ovely
conversation with Anmbassador Jones. And the
diversity of her portfoliois -- it's really

astoundi ng. And she has been all over the world.
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| had a chance to nmeet with her in
New York City and was conplinmenting her on how
they run their office. It's sinple, it's clean,
it's effective, everyone's nice, and they're
there to basically try and hel p people. And |
think she's done a superb job as an anbassador
for Ireland.

Now, |'m disheartened to say that
she accepted an anbassadorship to Mexi co based on
the fact that we refused to make St. Patrick's
Day a state holiday.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | don't know why
she feels that way, but nonethel ess she has.

But her extensive background | eads
me to believe that the people of Mexico and the
surroundi ng countries are going to be very well
served by her new position, her new tenure. And
|"mgrateful to have the opportunity to just
speak on a resolution that we did pass
previ ously.

Anbassador, we wi sh you only the
best. W thank you for the work and services
that you provided here in the State of New York

And t he people of the other countries you're
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going to serve, they should be |lucky to have you
as the steward on behalf of Ireland in their
countries.

M. President, if you would again
extended the courtesies of the chanber to
Anbassador Jones.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Fl anagan.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| too stand to honor this
extraordi nary wonman in our mdst. \Welcome back
to the Senate chanber, Anbassador. What an honor
it is for us to be in your presence.

Thank you for all that you' ve done
for our great state and the rel ationship that has
been built between New York and Ireland as well
as the United States and Ireland under your
| eader shi p.

| have had the opportunity over the
course of the l|ast couple of years to get to know
you personally. | have worked with you here in

Al bany, down in New York Cty, out in Buffalo,
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and even over in lreland. And | can attest to

t he | eadership that you have brought to the great
country of Ireland, now nore unified than ever
bef or e.

And now as you bring your esteened
role as the anbassador to other parts of the
world, | can tell you that it's with the utnost
regard that the people of this great state will
honor you and your reputation, your |egacy, and
your continued work on behal f of a grateful state
and nation here.

And we know that the best is yet to
come in the relationship between Ireland and
Mexi co under your | eadership, and we | ook forward
to your continued success and, quite frankly, our
continued work together. Because once you cone
here to New York and you befriend so many
di fferent people and have denonstrated a keen
ability to bring sides together that
unfortunately in the past have never worked
together, it is part of who you are and
unquestionably will continue to make this world a
better place.

So thank you for everything you' ve

done for all of us, and wel cone back again. And
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congratul ati ons on your next role.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR
Assenbl yman Cusi ck, wel conme agai n.

Anmbassador, congratul ati ons on your
appointnment. On behalf of the nmenbers of this
great house, we wel cone you to the New York State
Senat e chanber, and we extend all of the
privileges and the courtesies of this great
house.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, please
recogni ze the anbassador.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up privileged Resolution 2785, by Senat or
Carlucci, title only, and call on Senator
Carl ucci, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2785, by Senator Carl ucci,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to

procl ai m August 2017 as Indian American Heritage
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Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Car | ucci .

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

It's an absol ute honor and a
privilege to have this resolution before the
house today to proclaimAugust, this August, as
| ndi an Anerican Heritage nonth.

This August is particularly special
because it will be celebrating India's
i ndependence, its 70th anniversary, on
August 15th of this year.

And we're so privileged to have with
us in the gallery sone nenbers of Rockland County
and other areas as well that are with us today.
W have a great organi zation in Rockland County.
We've got such a vibrant and grow ng
| ndi an- Anerican comunity. And we're honored to
have with us a good friend of mne and a partner
in governnent, Aney Paul. And Aney is actually
the first --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Carl ucci, excuse nme one second, please.

Can | have sone order in the house,
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pl ease.

Senat or Carl ucci .

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
M. President.

And Aney Paul is the first female
| ndi an- Anerican elected to a county | egislature
in the State of New York. And she's a real honor
and a privilege to work with. W' ve worked
together on many initiatives.

But we're just honored to have this
resolution on the floor today. W celebrate it

each year in Rockland County with a parade, and

that's going to be August 19th this year. And we

invite anybody that would like to join us, that
parade grows and grows every year. So we're
| ooki ng to have an even bigger turnout this year.
But sonme interesting facts.
Actually, in New York State, we're the
second- | argest popul ati on of Indi an-Americans in
the United States. There's over 3 mllion
Indians living in the United States, with over
300, 000 living here.
India -- we've taken a | ot of cues
from-- is the world' s |argest denocracy. 1In

fact, in their last parlianentarian el ections,
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551 million people voted. So we think the
politics and government could be conplex here in
Al bany; | can't inmagine what it's like in India
with all those different segnents goi ng on.

But again, M. President, it's just
an honor and a privilege to have nmy friends with
us here today to see us in action here in the
State Senate. W invite all of you to join us as
we march down the streets in Rockland County to
proclaimthe 70th anniversary of India's
i ndependence this August. And we are excited to
procl ai m August as | ndian Anerican Heritage Mnth
in the State of New York

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Carl ucci, thank you.

Al in favor of adopting privileged
Resol uti on Nunber 2785, by Senator Carl ucci,
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President, can we now take up the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 74,
by Senator Carlucci, Print Senate Print 711, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
100, by Senator Felder, Senate Print 1110, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
278, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Magee, Assenbly Print 4972A, an act to
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anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
339, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 4332, an
act authori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
378, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 2980, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
418, by Senator Little, Senate Print 5141, an act
to anend the Private Housing Fi nance Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
491, by Senator Al cantara, Senate Print 1342A an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
515, by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 3709,
an act to anmend the El der Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
531, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 2420B, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
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is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
566, by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 5130, an act
to anend the Retirenent and Social Security Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
579, by Senator Croci, Senate Print 5305A, an act
aut hori zi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO For the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: That bi l
is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
585, by Senator Savino, Senate Print 5429A, an
act to authorize.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Resul t s.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 585, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Akshar, Bonacic, O Mara and Ranzenhof er

Ayes, 59. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
609, by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 1612, an act
to amend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.
Senat or DeFranci sco recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
715, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly CGottfried, Assenbly Print 5175A, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
716, by Senator Hannon, Senate Print 2271, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
746, by Senator Avella, Senate Print 1971, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the
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roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
747, by Senator Hannon, Senate Print 2243, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
778, by Senator Klein, Senate Print 5664B, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
779, by Senator Mirphy, Senate Print 4395, an act
to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New Yor k.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
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is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
791, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print 5007,
an act in relation to authorizing.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
793, by Senator Young, Senate Print 5244A, an act
to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
800, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 5558, an

act authori zi ng.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
803, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print 5763,
an act to amend the General Minicipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
808, by Senator Alcantara, Senate Print 5881B, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New York.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
817, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 5401, an act
to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
830, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Crespo, Assenbly Print 5151B, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
851, by Senator Phillips, Senate Print 5843A, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
866, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 3177, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
895, by Senator Bonacic, Senate Print 3898A, an
act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering and
Breedi ng Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
931, by Senator Ritchie, Senate Print 728, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
939, by Senator Marchione, Senate Print 5354, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Lay the bill
asi de for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bil
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will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
951, by Senator Ott, Senate Print 5681, an act
to require.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
954, by Senator Young, Senate Print 856, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1008, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 4062, an act

to anmend the Tax Law.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1030, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 2730, an
act to anend the Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

Cal endar Nunber 1038 was anended
today, therefore it is high. It will be laid
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1045, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 2634, an act

to amend the Tax Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1046, by Senator Little, Senate Print 2645A, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1061, substituted earlier by Menber of the

Assenbly Lavi ne, Assenbly Print 5950A, an act to

anend t he

| ast secti

act shall

roll.

Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
take effect imredi ately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce

the results.

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bil

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1072, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 5752, an act

to require.

| ast secti

act shall

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
take effect imredi ately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1080, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 4654, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1104, by Senator Ritchie, Senate Print 1404, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

Senat or Krueger recorded in the negative.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1125, by Senator Young, Senate Print 547, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1264, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 3746A, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1265, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 3906, an
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act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1273, by Senator Gallivan, Senate Print 4509A, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1275, by Senator Mirphy, Senate Print 4735A, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1285, by Senator Val esky, Senate Print 5903, an
act to anend the State Fi nance Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1288, by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 2894,
an act to amend the Not-For-Profit Corporation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1290, by Senator DeFranci sco, Senate Print 3506,
an act to amend the Public Authorities Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1291, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 3543A, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
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M. President. To explain ny vote no.

So this would be a bill that would
grant a 10 percent discount on New York City
water bills to senior citizens and veterans.

Well, we always like to do the right thing by
senior citizens and veterans. The catch is the
way the bill is witten, since nost people in
New York City live in nmulti-dwelling units,
apartnent buildings, not single-fam |y hones or
even two-famly homes, it would be very confusing
how you' d define who the senior or the veteran is
to get the 10 percent deduction within the |arger
water bill for a building that m ght have five
units or mght have 500 units.

It al so has no neans testing at all.
So for exanple, while ny constituents m ght be
thrill ed, because | probably have nore
billionaires and mllionaires than any ot her

district inthe Cty of New York or the State of

New York, |'mnot sure that going home and
explaining we're voting for a bill to give
billionaires a 10 percent reduction because

they're over a certain age, but sonebody else's
water bills are going to have to go up because we

gave billionaires of a certain age a 10 percent
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reduction -- | just don't, with all due respect,
think it's good public policy to draw a line
si nply based on age, not need, when deciding
certain people pay |ess.

| really don't understand how we
woul d expect the City of New York to know the age
of every individual who lives within a building,
because the water bill would be for just the
building itself, in nbst cases, statistically.

And it would of course |eave a hole
in the amount of noney the Gty of New York
actually had available to neet its clean water
costs, w thout any other explanation other than
my assunption that we'd have to raise other
people's water bills to pay for this deduction.

So everybody |likes to reduce
everybody's taxes. |'m sure everybody
particularly likes to reduce senior citizens' and
veterans' taxes. But | have to say | don't
really think this is the right approach to this
issue, so |I'll be voting no, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 1291, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Benjam n, Krueger and Montgonery.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1300, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 421, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1302, by Senator Squadron, Senate Print 499, an
act to anend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1309, by Senator Hel m ng, Senate Print 2572, an
act to anend the Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1347, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 2419, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1383, by Senator Bonacic, Senate Print 1027, an

act to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1390, by Senator Akshar, Senate Print 1248, an
act to anend the Judiciary Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1422, by Senator Hel m ng, Senate Print 2505, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1424, by Senator Gallivan, Senate Print 2512, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1427, by Senator Hel m ng, Senate Print 2566, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay the bill
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1481, by Senator Stavisky, Senate Print 5213, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Pl ease | ay
the bill aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1482, by Senator Stavisky, Senate Print 5220, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Lay the bil
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bil
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is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1506, by Senator Fl anagan, Senate Print 6567, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay that bill
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1507, by Senator Fl anagan, Senate Print 6568, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1508, by Senator Flanagan, Senate Print 6569, an
act to anend the Education Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1518, by Senator Bonacic, Senate Print 6561, an
act in relation to.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bill
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is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1523, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Weprin, Assenbly Print 3053, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Lay the
bill aside.

Senat or DeFranci sco, that conpletes
t he noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d we go
back to notions and resol utions, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we take
up previously adopted Resol ution 2475, by Senat or
Serino, read the title only, and call on Senator
Serino to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read the title only.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution 2475, by Senator Serino, nenorializing

Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJune 15
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2017, as El der Abuse Awareness Day in the State
of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Serino.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President.

| rise today as chair of the
Senate's Aging Cormittee in anticipation of Wrld
El der Abuse Awareness Day.

New York's seniors were born and
raised in a generation defined by industrious
i ndependence, a generation where self-sufficiency
was val ued above all else. Many of them
capitalized on that drive by spending their lives
buil ding their nest eggs, meking themtargets for
abuse, abuse that too often happens at the hands
of the people our seniors know and trust the
nost .

The result? For every known case of
el der abuse, recent reports estimte that at
| east 20 cases actually go unreported. And
financi al abuse costs New York's seniors
$1.5 billion each year. These statistics nmake it
pai nfully clear that we can and nust do better.

Thi s week, organi zations around the
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world will pause on Thursday, June 15th, in
recognition of World El der Abuse Awareness Day,
to shine light on this critical issue.

| wanted to speak on this resolution
ahead of the day in hopes it would give ny
col | eagues here today sone tinme to get invol ved.
| thank you for recognizing this initiative, and
| hope when you return to your districts on
Thursday that you will spread the word: There is
no excuse for el der abuse.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Serino.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up previously adopted Resol ution 2436, read
the title only, and call on Senator Hoyl man.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read the title only.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2436, by Senator Hoyl man,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
proclaimMay 12, 2017, as Myal gic
Encephal onyelitis Awareness Day in the State of

New Yor k.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution nmenorializing the Governor to proclaim
May 12th as Myal gi ¢ Encephal onyelitis, better
known and better pronounced as ME -- Awareness
Day in New York, which is in conjunction with
Nat i onal ME Awar eness Month in My.

| first |earned about ME when a
friend and forner constituent, Terri WIder,
who's here in the gallery with us, reached out to
me and we di scussed the condition that has been
pl agui ng her for decades. Terri was di agnosed
with ME in March of 2016, but she thinks she may
have had it since she was a teenager or even
younger .

ME is incredibly w despread and
i ncredi bly m sunderstood. A |lot of us have heard
of ME by its prior nane, which is chronic fatigue
syndrome, and it's a chronic, conplex, systemc
neur oi mune condition that can profoundly limt
heal th and productivity of affected patients.
It's much nore than just feeling tired. 1t can

i ncl ude significant neurol ogi cal and cognitive
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i mpai rment and unrel enting and soneti nes
debi litati ng pain.

Synpt ons can get worse even from
just mniml exertion, and it severely inpacts
people's lives. Fifty-four to 69 percent of
folks with ME are unenpl oyed. At | east
25 percent of them are bedridden or housebound
during their lifetine. And for noderate to
severe patients, living with ME has been conpared
with Stage 4 cancer, advanced-stage AIDS, or
congestive heart failure. Imagine living with
that all of your life.

What's nore troubl esone is that
there are no FDA-approved treatnments for ME
That's even with as many as 2.5 mllion Anericans
suffering fromit, including 62,000 to 152, 000
New Yor kers.

But sadly -- and this is another
di stressing part of this condition -- nany
i ndividuals with ME are told by famlies and
friends or even doctors that their severe
conditions are inagined, |eaving so nany of them
m sunderstood. And it's not unlike the stigna
that surrounds autism or nultiple sclerosis

decades ago, when these were derided as disorders

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3700

of nerves and insecurity.

There is a dearth of healthcare and
soci al services for people with ME, and very few
nmedi cal providers here in the state trained to
provide care, plus little or no recognition of
t he seriousness of this public health crisis.

Well, that's what we're trying to
change today with this resolution. | was happy
to bring this resolution forward even while the
National Institutes of Health is facing budget
cuts of up to $5.8 billion fromthe Trunp
adm ni stration. W have to nake the case here in
New York that we need to fund rare and
difficult-to-diagnose conditions |ike ME

Again, Terri, thank you so mnuch
Terri is a long-time AIDS activist and has wor ked
with groups like ACT-UP. And professionally,
she's at the Mount Sinai Hospital, where she
trai ns nmedi cal professionals in issues
surroundi ng H V-positive and transgender patient
care. So she knows how to activate a group and
get them energi zed for a cause, and that's what
she's doing here today with M

And I, finally, wanted to thank our

Heal t h Conmi ssioner, Dr. Zucker, for reaching out
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to me personally and commendi ng the State Senate
for considering this inmportant resolution in
bri ngi ng awareness to the cause of M

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Hoyl nan.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, there
will be an i medi ate neeting of the Rules
Commi ttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
an i mMmedi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 4:19 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:54 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will conme to order.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Is there a
Rul es Commttee report at the desk, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Yes,

there is.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO WIIl you
pl ease have it read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fl anagan,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 307A, by Senator
Mur phy, an act to amend the Executive Law,

Senat e 381, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law

Senat e 385, by Senator Robach, an
act to anend the H ghway Law;

Senate 794A, by Senator Al cantara,
an act to anmend the Education Law

Senat e 842B, by Senator Young, an
act to anmend the Executive Law

Senat e 893, by Senator Amedore, an
act to establish;

Senate 1014, by Senator Robach, an
act to anend the Correction Law,

Senate 1186, by Senator Marcellino,
an act to anmend the Executive Law

Senate 1311, by Senator Marcellino,

an act relating to legalizing, validating,
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rati fying and confirm ng;

Senat e 1348, by Senator Funke, an
act to anmend Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2012;

Senate 1470, by Senator Ritchie, an
act to direct;

Senat e 1650, by Senator Carlucci, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law

Senate 1910A, by Senator Ritchie, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law

Senat e 2137A, by Senator Serino, an
act to anend the Social Services Law

Senat e 2154A, by Senator Serino, an
act to anend the Social Services Law

Senat e 2155A, by Senator Serino, an
act to anmend the El der Law

Senate 2173, by Senator Serino, an
act to anend the Correction Law,

Senat e 2550, by Senator LaValle, an
act to anend the Education Law

Senat e 2554, by Senator LaValle, an
act to anend the Education Law

Senat e 3421, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Social Services Law

Senat e 3879, by Senator Ranzenhofer,
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an act to anend the Executive Law,

Senat e 3880, by Senator Ranzenhofer,

an act to anmend the Environnental Conservation

Law,

act to anend

act to anend

act to anend

act to anend

DeFr anci sco,

Law,

act to anend

to anmend the

act to anend

Ranzenhof er,

Conservati on

Senate 3931, by Senator O Mara, an
the Transportation Law,

Senat e 3981A, by Senator Savi nho, an
t he Soci al Services Law

Senat e 4059, by Senator Lanza, an

t he Correction Law,

Senat e 4135A, by Senator Savi no, an
t he Executive Law

Senat e 4423B, by Senat or

an act to anend the Public Service

Senat e 4833, by Senator Avella, an

t he Social Services Law

Senat e 4909, by Senator Diaz, an act
Executi ve Law,

Senat e 5059A, by Senator Val esky, an
t he Abandoned Property Law;

Senat e 5064A, by Senat or

an act to amend the Environnental
Law,

Senat e 5222, by Senator Stavisky, an
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act to anend the Real Property Tax Law,

Senate 5269, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senate 5270, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senate 5271, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senate 5359, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senat e 5415A, by Senator Serino, an
act to anmend the El der Law,

Senat e 5494A, by Senator Gl livan,
an act to anmend the Correction Law,

Senat e 5641A, by Senator Croci, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law

Senate 5680, by Senator Ortt, an act
to require;

Senat e 5826, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senat e 5956, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senate 5957, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senat e 5958, by the Senate Conmittee

on Rules, an act to anend the Real Property Law,
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Senat e 5959, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senat e 5960, by the Senate Conmittee
on Rules, an act to anend the Tax Law,

Senat e 6022, by Senator Serino, an
act to anend the Penal Law,

Senat e 6081, by Senator Serino, an
act to anend Chapter 942 of the Laws of 1983;

Senat e 6431A, by Senator Serino, an
act to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law,

Senat e 6459, by Senator DeFranci sco,
an act to expand;

Senat e 6462, by Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend Chapter 118 of
t he Laws of 1969;

Senat e 6470A, by Senator Marcellino,
an act to amend the Navigation Law,

Senate 6514, by Senator Ritchie, an
act to anend the Local Finance Law,

Senat e 6624, by Senator Seward, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law

Senat e 6650, by Senator Serino, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law;

Senat e 6651A, by Senator Fl anagan,
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an act to amend the Public Authorities Law,

Senat e 6659, by Senator Klein, an
act to amend the Tax Law

Senat e 6661, by Senat or Hannon, an
act to anend the Public Health Law

Senate 6662, by Senator Little, an
act to anend the Multiple Dwelling Law,

And Senate 6663, by Senator Ott, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Move to
accept the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Al in
favor of accepting the report of the Rul es
Comm ttee, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
report is accepted.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO One nonent,
pl ease.

Can we call up the first bill on the
controversi al cal endar, please -- nanely,

Cal endar Nunber 74.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 74,
by Senator Carlucci, Senate Print 711, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Can we renain
at ease for a nonent before the debate begins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will stand at ease.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d you
pl ease lay that bill aside?

W're trying to get sone novenent in
the process, but that will not give us any.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal endar
Nunmber 74 will be |aid aside.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Lay it aside,
and if we could go to Cal endar 808.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

808, by Senator Alcantara, Senate Print 5881B, an

act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Par ker, why do you rise?

SENATOR PARKER: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Parker on the bill.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President. Actually, M. President, could
| -- will the sponsor yield for sonme questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you.
Through you, M. President, thank you, Senator
Al cant ar a.

W11l the sponsor please explain the
bill?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Sur e.

The bill will require the Gty of
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New York retroactively to apply SCRIE and DRI E
benefits dating back to the original day of
eligibility for such benefits in the case where
the individual nade a | ate application.

The individual rent will be frozen
prospectively of an application at the rate that
t he individual was paying at the original date of
eligibility for the SCRIE/ DRI E benefits.

The | ookback period will be capped
at a mnimumof two years. For individuals that
apply nmore than two years after becon ng
eligible, they will receive the nmaxi num of the
two years | ookback when determ ning the rent
freeze.

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,

t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Al cantara, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR PARKER: Senator Al cantara
-- through you, M. President -- who would

benefit fromthis bill?
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SENATOR ALCANTARA: It woul d be
senior citizens that because they probably forgot
the application, or for those of us that are --
it would just be senior citizens that would
benefit fromthis.

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,

t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield
to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Senator, how would this rent cap
rol | back inpact property owners? And who would
have to pay for the SCRIE candidate -- for the
back rent paynents?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: The SCRI E/ DRI E
woul d hold the I andl ord harnl ess.

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to yield
for questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the

sponsor continue to yield?
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SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: So who will pay
t he back paynents that have not been paid under
this progran? | know the property owners are
hel d harm ess, but | was wondering who wll pay
t he back paynents.

SENATCOR ALCANTARA: There's no back
paynent. \What it neans is that your rent would
be what it was two years fromthe day you
qualified for it.

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President. First let nme thank the sponsor
for her patience on ny questions. But wll
she --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On the
bill, Senator Parker?

SENATOR PARKER: No. WII she
continue to yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR PARKER: Thank you.
Through you, M. President. Who would reinburse
property owners for the overpaynent of property
t axes?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: The bill has
nothing to do with the taxes. It just speaks to
the rent freeze.

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,
Through you, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PARKER: Who woul d be for
finding eligible seniors who have not filed for
SCRI E but who are qualified and within the

t wo-year w ndow?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: They don't have

to actively do it. For exanple, when a senior
citizen goes to a place to apply, if they
qualified two years back, they would

retroactively apply it to themtwo years back
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SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,

t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. Through you.

Senat or, why are there seniors who
have not filed for SCRIE?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Because t hey
don't know. Like for exanple in nmy district,
nore than 50 percent of seniors that qualify have
not applied. It could be due to a | anguage
barrier, outreach on behalf of the city.

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR PARKER: Senator, what are
we doing if in fact the problemis in part a
| anguage barrier? And certainly | have the sane
i ssue, not just with Spani sh-speaking seniors in
my district, but also a very large Haitian-

Creol e-speaki ng popul ation. Wo is responsible
for bridging that |anguage gap?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Vel |, when |
spoke about the | anguage issue, | was not just
referring to Spanish. [It's whatever |anguage --
for exanple, if sonmebody is in a nostly Chinese
nei ghbor hood, | would imgine that it's Cantonese
and Mandari n.

It would be -- can you repeat your
guestion again, please?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President. The question is who's responsible
for maki ng sure that that | anguage barrier is
actual Iy bridged?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Correct.

The adm ni strating agency is
responsi bl e.

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: How nany seni ors
do we believe that this affects statew de?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: "' m not sure.
The conptroller office for the city didn't give
us a nunber.

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, does the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PARKER: Senat or, how nuch
do we believe that this bill -- this SCRIE
rol |l back act, how nuch is this going to cost the
State of New York?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: The
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conptroller's office didn't give us an estinate,
but they will get back to us.

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,

t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Senator, so are
you to have the Senate understand that we are
proceeding with this bill and we're asked to vote
on this bill wthout a proper fiscal analysis of
the inmpact of this legislation on the State of
New Yor k?

SENATCOR ALCANTARA: There is no
cost to the State of New York

SENATOR PARKER: Ckay. Through
you, M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PARKER: If there's no cost
to the State of New York, where does the noney
come fromin order to kind of |ook back and bring
t hese people into the programwho weren't in the
programcurrently? Are you indicating that
there's extra noney in the SCRIE progranf

SENATCOR ALCANTARA: It would be a
| oss of revenue to the Gty of New York to nmake
up for the program

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PARKER: Senator, then how
much would this bill cost the City of New York?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: The city hasn't
gotten back to us with an esti mate.

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to yield

for a question?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

Senat or .

This sounds a little redundant, but
then so we're going to, again, go forward with
passing a bill which we don't understand the --
we don't understand the econom c inpact of this
bill on the Gty of New York, and yet we're going
to take -- are you asking us to take a vote on it
wi t hout understandi ng that?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Par ker, are you on the bill?

SENATOR PARKER: No, I'mnot on the
bill, 1'masking a question, through you,

M. President, about what -- if we don't know --

|"mbeing told that we don't know the econonic

i mpact on the city. And so yet we're -- |I'm
asking the Senator if she still wants us to vote
yes on a bill in which we don't know the econom c

inmpact to the Gty of New York.
SENATOR ALCANTARA: We don't know
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t he economc inpact on the City of New York. But
| do know t he econonic inpact that would have on
seniors in any district that can hardly afford to
live in the Gty of New York. And I know what
that would do with sonebody who is living on food
stanps and who can hardly afford to still stay in
the Gty of New York.

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,

t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PARKER: Senator, does this
bill inmpact senior citizens outside of the Gty
of New York?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: No, just the
City of New York.

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,

t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the

sponsor yield for a question?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3721

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Senat or -- through
you, M. President, Senator, why doesn't this
bill inmpact seniors throughout the State of
New Yor k?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: The city --
because nost of the -- in nmy district, for
exanple, that's where the rent studi es have been
done that even seniors, people living on a $15 an
hour m ni nrum wage cannot afford to live in the
City of New York. The cost to live in places
outside of New York is way cheaper than to stay
inthe city.

SENATCOR PARKER: M. President,

t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR PARKER: Senator, do we

have any idea on the nethodol ogi es that the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3722

agency that will be inplenenting the SCRIE
programin the City of New York -- |I'm assum ng
that the New York City Departnent of Aging --
what nodalities and techniques they'l|l be using
to get these seniors that they have currently not
included in the program to get themnow to be

i ncluded in the progranf

SENATOR ALCANTARA: It's the
Depart ment of Finance that woul d be
adm ni strating the program

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor yield for another question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Senat or, thank you
again for your patience.

So the Departnment of Finance. Do we
know what the Departnent of Finance will do in
order to get these qualifying seniors who had not
to this point registered for SCRIE, what they

will do now differently to make t hem now regi ster
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for the roll back progranf

SENATOR ALCANTARA: The Depart nent
of Finance reviews the applications, and they
wi |l know on the person's birthday whether or not
they qualify for this program

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to yield
for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Does the
sponsor continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PARKER: Senat or, once they
actual ly have reviewed the applications and they
have figured out that there are X nunber of
senior citizens in the City of New York who are
eligible for the SCRI E program and have not
applied for the programwi thin the |last two
years, what will they be specifically -- do you
know what they'll specifically be doing in order
to now get themto register for this roll back
pr ogr anf?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: The Depart nent

of Finance would be cal culating. They don't have
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to tell people to enroll in the program And
they would do it -- people -- their rent is
cal cul ated as an individual applies.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
Senat or .

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Parker on the bill.

SENATCOR PARKER: First let ne thank
Senat or Al cantara for her advocacy and for her
| eadership on this inportant issue. Certainly
there's a great deal of support and synpathy and
enpat hy around the issues concerning seniors in
the State of New York

|"ve said before and I'Il repeat it
again that, you know, in the 21st District that |
represent -- which is part of Canarsie and part
of Flatlands, but principally East Flatbush and
FI at bush, M dwood, Ditmas Park, Wndsor Terrace
and Park Slope -- | actually represent the
| ar gest nunber of senior citizens than any other
Senate district in the State of New York

And | know just firsthand from ny
experience with ny own parents about what it took

to maintain a hone and raise children and do al
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the things that life requires on -- you know, on
the incones that people have and just trying to
scrape to survive.

| think that Senator Al cantara has
come forward with a great idea in the context of,
you know, meking sure that we have | egislation
t hat addresses the issues that our senior
citizens are facing, particularly as it relates
torents in the Cty of New York

Sonme of you may know that in

Brookl yn, the largest not just borough but the

| argest county, not just in the State of New York
but really the | argest county by population in
the entire country, we have a very, very |arge
senior citizen population. Unfortunately, that
senior citizen population is shrinking. And that
seni or population is shrinking to a | arge degree
because there's literally no place for themto
live.

That what's happening with the
great |and gi veaway that Mayor Bl oonberg
orchestrated during his 12 years in occupation of
City Hall in the Gty of New York -- what we saw
was | arge swat hs of |and, you know, given away

willy-nilly to his devel oper friends really in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3726

exchange for nothing for the city. No agreenents
around rent regul ati ons, no agreenents around

af f ordabl e housi ng, no agreenents around housi ng
for seniors, no agreenents around housing for
veterans, no agreenents around housing for the

di sabl ed.

And so sinply what we have is a
fl ood of market-rate housing that has gone up,
you know, unfettered and indiscrimnately and
wi t hout any concern for the nost vul nerable
popul ations in our great borough.

The Gty of New York is the |argest
city in the country. If Brooklyn was its own
city, as it once was prior to 1850, we woul d be
the fourth largest city in the entire country
after the Gty of New York -- after the rest of
the Gty of New York, LA, and then Chicago. And
we're only about 10,000 people |less than what
t hey have in Chicago.

And as you can imagine, in a city
that's alnost 3 mllion strong -- this is
Br ookl yn, we're tal king about Brooklyn being a
city of 3 mllion strong -- proportionately the
nunbers of senior citizens that we have in the

Bor ough of Brooklyn is actually very, very | arge.
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| don't have an exact nunber, but on average the
seni or popul ation is approxi mtely 30 percent of
the entire population nationally. Right? And
you see that sane nunber al nost worl dw de.

That nunber actually thankfully is
growing. I'mactually ina -- I'"mactually, you
know, an aspiring senior citizen nyself.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: An aspiring senior
citizen hoping to be able to Iive ny gol den years
in the place that | was born and raised and the
pl ace that | call hone.

But, you know, again, as | nentioned
before, in the City of New York oftentinmes the
cost of living is going up and the chance of
living is going down. And so this is a good bil
inthat it provides an ability for some of our
senior citizens to age in place.

It is disheartening when you see
devel opnents come in with market rates, with just
mar ket rates, and they then raise the rents of
t he housing available in that conmunity, and
everybody starts raising their rents because of
that new building. And that then pushes out

famlies on | ow incones. Fam lies on middle
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inconmes, right? 1In fact, if you're a poor famly
inthe City of New York, you are nore likely to
have options that a mddle-class fam |y doesn't
have.

If you're a teacher married to a
police officer, where do you live in the Cty of
New York? There's al nost no place for you to
live. If you're a firefighter married to a
nurse, where do you live? Right?

And so certainly that has a
del eterious inmpact on our senior population,
whi ch thankfully is grow ng because of technol ogy
and things |ike nedicine, you know, access to
heal th i nsurance, access to nore nodern health
facilities, nore understandi ng of a well ness
nodel versus a sickness nodel. You know,
certainly we want to thank Cbamacare for keeping
our seniors who m ght have had preexisting
conditions, you know, well and strong. Everybody
unfortunately does not have the state nedical
i nsurance that we all enjoy here, and so we need
to continue to do nore for our seniors.

And so as our senior population
grows, with the pressure and the stress on our

housing in the State of New York, particularly in
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pl aces |ike New York City and in Brooklyn where |
represent, it becones increasingly nore inportant
to have options for our senior citizens.

Many tinmes these senior citizens are
part of what we refer to as the hidden honel ess.
What do we call the hidden honmel ess? The hi dden
honel ess are people who really can't afford to
live anywhere and would be out on the street if
it wasn't for the nercy and the love of famly
menbers, oftentines a child, a grandchild, a
ni ece, a nephew -- sonebody who will take the
senior citizens in, even though that senior would
not have any place to live if they did not have,
you know, anypl ace el se to go.

You know, even nei ghbors now are
taking in nonfamlial senior citizens fromthe
community to make sure that they are not just
housed but they're able to, to sone degree, be
housed in place. That they are not ripped away
fromthe bosom of the communities they've lived
in for 20 and 30 and 40 years.

That could be -- we could inmagine,
M. President, how disconcerting it may be for
soneone in their 70s or 80s or even 90s who have

been living in a place maybe 50 years, maybe
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60 years, to all of a sudden not be able to
afford the place that they have been living. Not
to know where the corner store is. Not to be
able to walk to the park. Not to be able to go
to a senior citizens center that is in the
community in which they know t he executive
director and the other seniors there, where
they' ve built not just fam |y but comunity.

But too often, M. President, that
is the story that we are running into, is case
after case after case where senior citizens in
the State of New York who cannot afford their
housi ng circunstance are cast out into the
street, and oftentines are forced to go live with
sonmebody el se, sonetines even in another state.
And that certainly is not | think what these
fol ks who have given so much to our comunities
and so much to our famlies deserve.

| don't renenber, and I'd ask the
sponsor and others to correct me if |I'mwong
about this, but |I don't renmenber any public
hearings on this matter. | think that we ought
to be tal ki ng about public hearings. Not just
tal king about them | think that it would be a

good idea to have public hearings. | would
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certainly sit through all of the testinony given
at a public hearing on such an inportant issue as
relates to seniors and housing in the State of
New Yor k.

And | know that although today we're
just tal king about New York City, | am sure that
there are seniors in need of housing across the
great State of New York. |'msure in places as
well as fromBuffalo to Rochester, from Syracuse
to Al bany, that there are in fact places in which
senior citizens are having a hard tine making
t heir way.

|"msure in some of the nore rura
pl aces as well, senior citizens, you know, are
havi ng problens not just sinply with the rents.
Because this is just a part of it. Rent is just
a part of it. You know, water bills are going
up. Energy bills are going up. Right? Property
taxes are going up. Right?

And so in that context, where do our
seniors go? Were do we provide a place for our
seniors, particularly when they want to age in
pl ace? Wy shoul d they, just because they have
retired and they have devel oped nore experience

and, you know, maybe a little bit nore gray hair,
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that they should be ripped out of the conforts of
t he hone that they've known for decades and be
cast into a new circunstance? That shouldn't be
the fate of people who have given so nmuch, who
have paved the way for us to be at this place and
this time, that have literally suckled us in

t heir bosons and hel ped us becone the adults that
we are here today.

We shoul d be doi ng everything we can
to make sure that the senior citizens in the
State of New York have an ability to keep their
homes. And | think a good first step would be a
SCRI E public hearing -- maybe a series of public
heari ngs. You know, we could have one in
Br ookl yn and one in Al bany, one in Buffalo, one
in Albany -- | mean, sorry, one in Syracuse.
Certainly we'll have one in Washi ngton Hei ghts,
in Inwod. You know, the Rockaways, | hear,
woul d |ike to have that conversation. W want to
do one in Uica. You know, the senior popul ation
in Uica certainly deserves no | ess protection
around the issues of housing than any ot her
pl ace.

And so | think that this kind of

conversation becones the backbone of good
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| egislation. Al of us could be nore infornmed.
They say that |egislators -- you know, our

knowl edge is a mle wide and an inch deep. Qur
seniors should be a place that we are able to not
just get a mle wide, but we should be a mle
deep on senior issues and make sure that we're
doi ng the best that we can.

And certainly housing is a great
place to start. Wiy do | say that? |1'mglad you
asked.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: Housing i s an
i mportant place to start because in public
policy, one of the things we tal k about are
externalities. That is, if you do sonmething --
t hi nk about dropping a pebble into a pond. You
see the ripples that go out, right? That pebble
doesn't just affect that one spot in which it
entered the river or the -- sorry -- the pond.
The pond. Let nme keep ny netaphors straight,

t hank you.

Ri ght ? The pebbl e doesn't just
affect the place in which the pebble entered the
pond, but the ripples also affect the entire

pond.
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When you tal k about public policy

externalities, the things that we do in Al bany --

al ways think about every tinme we pass a bill or
don't pass a bill, every tine we bring a bill to
the floor or don't bring a bill to the fl oor,

that is |ike droppi ng another pebble into the
pond of the State of New York. And we're having
i npacts that ripple across the entire state.

In this particular case, the
externalities around housing are greater than
just sinply having a place to lay your head and
shelter fromthe rain and the cold or the heat.
Housi ng becones the basis of good healthcare.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d t he
Senator yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Parker, will you yield for a question?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. I n order for
nme to better understand your argument, can you
tell me, are you for or against this bill?

SENATOR PARKER: I*"'mfor the bill,

M. President, through you.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d t he
Senat or yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or,
will you yield for another question?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. So you're not
concerned about the economic inpact on the City
of New York any | onger?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

M. President, |I'm absolutely concerned for the
i mpact on the Gty of New York

| do think that when we tal k about
seniors and housing, the question is not how nuch
it costs, the question is what will it cost us if
we don't in fact protect our seniors. | can't,
you know, stand here representing the community |
represent, with the |argest popul ation of seniors
of any Senate district in the State of New York
and not vote for a bill that is going to protect
our seniors.

However, | do know that the senior
citizens of ny district, as well as the senior

citizens of the State of New York, are very
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interested in not just the econom c inpact, but
to understand why we do this.

If | can proceed back on the bill,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Parker on the bill.

SENATOR PARKER: That as we go
forward and | ook at the externalities of housing,
that one of those things is about housing itself,
which is the primary inpact. Then you have a
secondary cause, which is health. Seniors with
better housing experience better health, period.
That's not nme talking. |If you check, the
Department of Health on both the city, state, and
the federal level will tell you that, the
Departnment of Aging will tell you that, that the
quality -- and not just having housing, but
havi ng good-quality housing is critical for the
| ongevity of our senior citizen popul ation.

Agai n, being an aspiring senior
citizen, I'mlooking for |longevity. You know, we
start tal king about, you know, the fountain of
youth, we can literally here in the State of
New York in Al bany create the fountain of youth

by in fact investing in our senior citizens.
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That's the real fountain.

You know, but if we do want an
exploratory conmittee to Florida to actually | ook
for the original one, I'mhappy to participate in
that conmttee as well for a couple of weeks.

But in the neantinme, we ought to be doing public
heari ngs that exam ne these externalities.

We al so know that in the context of
senior citizens, if they're living |onger, they
al so, many of them have a | ot nore di sposable
i ncome. That disposable incone goes to undergird
famlies that they nmay be supporting. New York
City being a large nmecca of inmgrants, those
seniors also have a significant inpact on
remttances that go to other countries,
particularly Caribbean countries. R ght? Places
that are represented in ny district and Senator
Al cantara's district, |ike the Dom nican
Republic, like Haiti, |ike Jamaica, |ike
Trinidad, |ike Barbados, places |ike Guyana.

Ri ght ?

And so, you know, providing housing
and maki ng sure that those senior citizens in our
communities are able to age in place hel ps them

with their healthcare, helps themin the context
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of their personal happi ness, helps themwth
their ability to help their famlies
econonmically, continues to actually broaden out
in the context of hel ping people in other
countries and their famlies here that may or may
not be either in New York City proper, New York
State, or the country, right, because they're in
fact supporting famlies wherever they are.

We also find that senior citizens
who are allowed to age in place are safer. They
have a connection to the conmmunity. They have
not just famly nenbers, oftentinmes, but many
ti mes nei ghbors and comrunity organi zati ons that
know where they are, know who they are, |ook in
on them and are able to protect them from
dangers. And there's a significant issue in
ternms of people preying on our senior citizens,
and that's certainly a concern

| think that we need to go further
in the context of, you know, public hearings --
not just |ooking at externalities, but |ooking at
ot her areas in which SCRIE can be applied. Wat
do | nean by that? W nmight want to even | ower
the age of the nenbers in ternms of SCRIE, because

we' re having so many peopl e bei ng pushed out.
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This bill is a great bill because it
| ooks forward, right -- sorry, it |ooks back.

Ri ght? But we ought to be | ooking forward and
sayi ng, where is our next popul ation? So many of
or seniors are actually retiring early. Wy?
Somet i mes because they belong to great bargaining
units. Sonetines because, you know, they sinply
are being pushed out of their conpanies earlier.
Right? And so they're being -- they're out in
the world on fixed incones earlier than they had
been 10, 20, 30 years ago.

And so we ought to be at |east
exam ning that, getting the data, M. President,
and having public hearings to kind of tal k about
where we are with our senior citizen popul ation
as it relates to housing.

We really ought to be also joining
this in the context of, again, public protection
to make sure that as we are | ooking at SCRIE that
we're | ooking at our ability to build senior
housi ng, period. | have not seen a bill the
entire session that in fact addresses the issues
of senior housing specifically as a program W
passed 421-a, like it or love it. W passed sone

other bills as relates to, you know, providing
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housi ng for certain groups. But, you know,
where's our 421-a for seniors?

Were's everybody stepping forward
to say we need to take care of those who took
care of so much for us and build housing
facilities in the City of New York and ot her
pl aces that need them for senior citizens.

Ri ght? That we haven't provided enough of an
econom c incentive here in the State of New York
for our senior citizens who are trying to age and
agai n, you know, age in place.

And so that doesn't necessarily nean
that we have to take them out of the conmunity.
But naybe as we are | ooking at where there is,
you know, |ots open, that we ought to be | ooking
in those pl aces.

During the budget process the
Governor, in a great stroke of vision, created
the Vital Brooklyn programin which he is
bui | di ng around 3,000 units of housing. And I
commend the Governor for that very appropriate
use of state funds. You know, |I'marguing to him
that a |large portion of those 3,000 units, at
least a third of it, should be used just for

seniors. Senior citizens really ought to not
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just get a third, but they ought to get the first
third.

That we ought to be | ooking at where
our senior citizens are and maki ng sure that they
have appropriate housi ng, safe housing,
confortabl e housi ng, affordable housing so that
they can continue to live in our great city, in
t he great borough of Brooklyn, but again
t hroughout the state.

So again, even though this bill
specifically speaks to New York City, | do
certainly recognize and want to acknow edge in ny
comments that every place fromBuffalo to
Br ookhaven, from Bi nghamton to Utica, all are
getting, you know, the senior housing that they
need. | think that it's critically inportant
that we do that, but we also do that within the
context of a process that makes sense.

We don't nearly have enough
i nformati on about what our seniors are going
t hrough. So when we have this public hearing, we
ought to bring in not just people who are experts
on housing, not just people who are experts on
t he budget, but we ought to bring forward peopl e

who are actual senior citizens, people who are
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actually in our conmmunities. W need to hear
fromthem W need to hear their stories. W
need to understand what they're going through
every single day so that we can properly address
their issues here in this august chanber.

| think that it's inportant that we
wor k together. You know, we have differences in
this chanber -- upstate, downstate, you know,
eastern part of the state, western part of the
state, Hudson Valley, Long Island, urban areas,
rural areas, suburbs, exurbs, hinterlands -- |
know sone people liked ny use of the word
hinterlands in the |ast debate. But, you know,
we have all of these regions here in the State of
New Yor k.

But there's not one of those areas
that is without senior citizens, not one in which
senior citizens fail to be an inportant part of
the vitality and the vibrancy of these varied
comunities which we all represent proudly here
in the State Senate.

And so, M. President, |'m asking us
to come forward and to have public hearings and
to bring forward a real inportant conversation

t hat has not been had yet. In nobst countries
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outside of the United States, being a senior
citizen is an exalted position. To have sonebody
whose hair is white, someone who has sone years
under their belt. Usually, you know, in other
pl aces they don't really call them seniors, they
actually call themelders. Right? They becone
an inportant fabric, not just in the body politic
wi thin those particular nations, but they al so
becone a part of the actual governance. Right?
And so that when you | ook at, you
know, the traditional community governing
structures, there are not really a |lot of young
people. They don't have these young
whi pper snappers |ike Senator Bailey here. A ot
of them-- nost of the tine they are peopl e of
advanced age, people who have had sone years
under their belts, some people who have worked
and had famlies and had children and have gone
through the full circle of life, if we can cal
it that, and have -- and are ready to contribute.

We really ought to bring forward a

bill -- and let me while |'mhere, if Senator
Alcantara will hunor me, |I'd like to offer a
friendly anendnment to this bill that would add a

statewi de council of elders to the State of
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New York, a set of senior citizens that will help
advi se us on every single aspect of every single
state policy that we do. | think in a bit of a
reversal, we'll have seven people on the board;
the Governor will get to pick three, the
Legislature will pick four.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or,
coul d you have an offline conversation with the
sponsor about your suggestion and cone back to
the bill, please.

SENATOR PARKER: | certainly will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Ssir.

SENATOR PARKER: | will certainly
talk offline with Senator Al cantara about the
anmendnent. |If the bill doesn't pass today, then
we'll have an opportunity. If not, maybe we'll
do a stand-alone bill.

M. President, may | continue on the
bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Go ahead.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| think that as relates to the

specific bill, our |ookback date is a good period
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of time, but | frankly think that we ought to be
| ooki ng back longer. | think we ought to be
| ooki ng back five years. Wiy do | say that we
shoul d be | ooki ng back five years? 1'mglad you
asked.

When you | ook at a two-year tine
period, that is a very short anmount of tinme for a
senior citizen who may not have known that they
were in a program and may have just caught up to
the fact that there was a great benefit within
the context of SCRIE for themto avail thenselves
of. And so here they are, you know, 25 nonths,
26 nonths out, and they've just mssed it.

| think a five-year period is a nore
reasonabl e anount of time to nmake sure that we
avail -- that senior citizens have the ability to
avai |l thensel ves of this inportant program
Again, nothing is nore inportant, even in places
like Staten |Island, than having good affordable
housi ng for our senior citizens. And so we want
to make sure that we give themevery single
opportunity to participate in this program

It seens to nme that if we're rolling
back and we're |l ooking at this and there's so

many senior citizens who aren't availing
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t hensel ves of this program there nust be noney
left in the program And I'mlooking forward to
hearing the conptroller's report on how nuch

we' re spendi ng each year on SCRIE, how nuch noney
is available, left. What is happening with al
this extra SCRIE noney? 1Is it going into
uncl ai med funds? Can senior citizens | ook

back -- maybe this is another way for us to
address the bill, is to have an ability for
senior citizens to address this in the context of
uncl ai med funds through the New York State
Conmptroller's office and be able to draw the
noney down that way in order to pay for their
rent.

Regardl ess of how we do it, it's
critical that we make sure that we provide every
opportunity for the senior citizens in our
comunity to participate in this inportant
program | think that we have a long tine to
t hi nk about this, as we have about six days |eft
in the session. W can, you know, withdraw this
bill now, make sonme of the amendnments, you know,
schedul e sonme public hearings and naybe bring it
back in five or six days. Certainly it becones

an option for us in the context of a process that
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makes sense for our senior citizens.

We haven't even invited senior
citizens to the gallery today to in fact see this
auspi ci ous occasion. |I'mcertainly sure that
they would | ove to have been here to participate
in the revelry around passing a bill that was so
i mportant for their comunities.

|"m sure that al nost every nenber of
this body could stand up and tal k about seni or
citizens who are inportant in their comunities,
whet her they're nmenbers of their conmunity boards
or nenbers of their precinct councils. You know,
we have senior citizens who obviously | ead our
bl ock associ ations, our civic associations, our
t enant associ ati ons.

You know, | had even a senior --
|"ve had actually two seniors win Senior of the
Year fromthe State Departnent of the Aging. One
of ny favorites, Ms. Hazel Foster, a great, great
| ady, lives on East 25th Street. Which has, by
t he way, parenthetically, been named G eenest
Bl ock in Brooklyn over 10 times. But that
Greenest Bl ock in Brooklyn happens exactly
because of Ms. Hazel Foster, one of our senior

citizens who steadfastly works with other menbers
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on the block to make sure their |awns are
properly taken care of and the plants, flowers --
she actually is what they called a master
conposter. | didn't even know we had this.

W have a great program at the
Br ookl yn Botani cal Gardens -- which by the way is
also in ny district, the 21st District in
Br ookl yn, in which they have conposting cl asses.
She has not only gone to these conposting
cl asses, she has becone a master of those
conposting cl asses and goes around the district
t eachi ng peopl e how to conpost.

Conmposting is not very easy. |It's
not as easy as it sounds. It takes a lot of hard
work. But this senior citizen, Hazel Foster in
my district, has really, you know, nade that part
of her life's work to beautify our comrunity.

This just is one exanple of sonebody
who's contributed. And I was so proud to
cel ebrate her when she was nanmed Senior of the
Year by the New York State O fice of Aging.

Also | had a great young man -- |I'm
going to call hima young man, because when
came up and heard he had won Senior of the Year

by the Departnment of Aging in the state, George
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Tate -- and M. George Tate is going to be very
enbarrassed that | mentioned his name on the

fl oor of the Senate. He's a very, very hunble
man. | kind of fancy nyself after him

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: You know, M. Tate
is a father and a grandfather. H's wife Donna is
a teacher. You know, he's given a great deal.
To this day he is a nmenber of the comunity
board, a nenber of his block association, a
menber of the precinct council. | don't think
there's any mmjor, you know, civic activity that
we're doing in Flatbush or East Fl atbush that
M. George Tate is not engaged in in sone way.

But he's not a |loud voice, he's
really quiet hands. You know, sonetinmes there's
| oud voi ces but we al so need, Brian, those quiet
hands. You need people to put their hands to it
and make it work. Right? Because we know t hat
it's the -- when you pray, you've got to nove
your feet. Some people are praying |oud and
prayi ng hard, but they're not noving their feet
the way they need to be. Right?

So we got hands, we got feet, and

now you can get sone stuff actually done in your
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community. And | think George Tate is one of
t hose peopl e who hel ps us get things done. He's
particularly active with hel pi ng our young
people. He certainly sees the inportance for
i ntergenerational activities. Wthout housing
for our seniors, how do we in fact tal k about
i nt ergenerational programm ng. Right?

And so, you know, we just cel ebrated
@un Vi ol ence Awareness Month. R ght? How nuch
| ess gun violence would we have in the State of
New York if we had nore intergenerationa
programnms in which our senior citizens were
engagi ng day to day, mnute to mnute, hour to
hour with our young people to give themthat
steady hand that they need, to nake sure that the
word of encouragenent to finish school was there,
to give themideas about, you know, alternatives
to violence, to give them sone ideas about how to
nove with their career path.

| know that some of the seniors in
my conmunity have been a guide and a steady hand
for me as | have one or two tines strayed off the
path. You know, they gently -- well, sonetines
not too gently --

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR PARKER: -- but sonetines
just gently push nme back onto the strai ght and
narrow. Even sone of the nore -- |'mnot going
to call them senior citizens, but the senior
menbers of this august body here have had their
hand in that devel opnent.

And so, you know, this bill becones
i mportant because we need that kind of work. And
certainly one of ny constituents, former
senior -- last year's Senior of the Year, George
Tate, is one of those hands that certainly works
wi th our young people very directly, but also is
oftentimes finding public policy ideas and civic
activities that engage our young peopl e nore.

We certainly want to see a |lot nore
work by senior citizens. W think that this is
goi ng to happen not just because of this bill,
but certainly if we take up ny idea of hearings
on the issues of SCRIE and then using that as a
kind of conduit to tal k about sone of these other
i ssues, that we'll be surprised at how many
i ssues are connected and how well we can work
t oget her on these things of conmonality.

Because certainly | know that there

is nobody in this chanber who does not want to
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see our senior citizens doing better, don't want
to -- you know, everybody wants to see them
havi ng an opportunity to |live sonmeplace that's
safe, that is protected, soneplace where they are
able to continue to contribute to their |ast --
you know, till they don't want to contribute
anynore. Not because we're forcing them out;
because they deci ded that they no | onger wanted
to contribute.

| always think of, when | deal with
seni or issues, nmy own grandnother, Fanny Mae
A ds, Fanny Mae Galloway A ds. W used to
lovingly refer to her as "Mdther." And Mt her,
she actually | think was in Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery's district over in Kings Walk. Is
that your district? Kings Walk, yeah. 1In the
Ki ngs housi ng, yeah.

And she was a faithful nenber of the
Cor nerstone Bapti st Church on Lewis and Madi son
Avenue -- Madi son Street, sorry, in Brooklyn,
New York. She was a prayi ng wonan, and she was
sonmebody who made sure that the famly, you know,
really stayed together. She had 10 chil dren.

She was one of 12 herself, com ng

froma place call Fentress, Virginia. Mved from
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Fentress when she was a young worman to Norfol k,
Virginia, inalittle town outside of Norfolk
cal | ed Canpostella, where she nmet ny grandfat her,
Julius Butler dds.

And together they brought forth a
famly of 10 children, and nmy nother was the
second of those children. They cane to New York
in-- 1 want to say in the 1940s, 1944 or so. M
not her was 10 or 12 at the tine. And so she
really lived on Madi son Street, and then she
actually took care of my aunts and uncles before
nmy grandnother, this wonderful senior citizen,
you know, came up

But even then housing was inportant.
And they stayed with one of ny grandnother's
friends for alittle while. M grandnot her cane
up here, was a nenber of 32BJ. Used to clean
peopl e's houses. She was a domestic in Virginia,
cane here and did a lot of that donestic work
here, and late in her life worked in a bank where
she actually used to clean this one bank top to
bottom every night. And that was her job. |
used to ask her for sanples fromthe bank; she
never brought none.

(Laughter.)
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SENATCOR PARKER: But | know t hat
she worked hard and was very proud of her famly.
She raised all of her children in the Cornerstone
Bapti st Church, where actually ny nother and
father met, met at the church, sonetine --
don't know. | always asked them how | ong they
were married; they used to tell me forever.
didn't know what that really nmeant. But
apparently they knew each other a very, very |ong
tinme.

But ny grandnot her was an acol yte of
the great Dr. Sandy F. Ray. Lew s Avenue i s now
co-naned Sandy F. Ray Boul evard. Those of you
who are famliar with Brooklyn woul d know Sandy
F. Ray, a man of great esteem also a senior
citizen. And one of the things that the
Cor nerstone Bapti st Church always did was take
care of its parishioners. And housing was one of
the issues that they continued to tal k about.
Even under the great |eadership now of Reverend
Lawr ence Aker 111, they continue to tal k about
housi ng as being an inportant part of their
m ssion, not just for all of their parishioners
but also for their senior citizens, understanding

t hat the backbone of many particularly black
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churches are seniors, and particularly senior
wonen.

And we know just statistically that
wonen outlive nmen. And so statistically, when we
tal k about senior popul ations, we're talking
about ol der wormen who are oftentines al one or
soneti mes, you know, even if they're estranged
fromtheir famlies, again, dealing with all of
t hese struggl es.

My grandnot her was one of these
wonen, who luckily we had one of ny cousins -- ny
cousi n Towana Washi ngton went and |ived with ny
gr andnot her when she was very young, just --
really just so my grandnother woul d have
sonmet hing to do, give her sonme conpany, get her
i nvol ved.

You know, we shouldn't be putting
our elders out to pasture just sinply because
they no longer work in the traditional econony
anynore. That we need to be finding better
opportunities to incorporate the senior citizens,
the elders in our comunities, these people in
their gol den years that have pearls of w sdom
We ought to be incorporating theminto the things

that we do every single day. And so we ought
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to -- you know, that's an exanple again | got
frommy grandnot her, Fanny Mae Gl | oway Q ds.
Who again, you know, | would not be here if it
wasn't for her exanple. | wouldn't be here and
have an opportunity to address you in this
important body if it wasn't for her sacrifice and
her work and all the things that she instilled
into ny nother and nysel f.

And so I"'msure we all have our
stories. In fact, | want to encourage ny
col | eagues one by one this afternoon to stand up
and tal k about your grandparents and tal k about
their inmpact on your life. | think that would be
an inportant -- | think that would be an addition
to this great conversation that we're having here
this afternoon, because | think that only by
under st andi ng these nyriad of stories -- they add
to the tapestry of the diversity that we have
here in the great State of New York and our
under st andi ng of our |egislative nmissions here.

| certainly want to continue to have
this conversation, M. President, but for now I'm
going to pause in the interest of giving sone of
nmy col | eagues an opportunity to share their

vignettes. Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senator Diaz --

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: -- why do
you rise?

SENATOR DIAZ:  On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Diaz on the bill.

SENATOR DI AZ: |'mtrying to -- no,
M. President, I amnot planning to equalize the
time that ny coll eague took

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: | thank
you on behal f of everyone in the room

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DI AZ:  Yes, and | think
that my coll eague has proven to be better than
Senat or Liz Krueger in speaking for a long tine.
Ms. Krueger, there's a new chanpion in the house.

SENATOR KRUEGER: You're exactly
right.

SENATOR DI AZ: So you're no | onger
t he chanpi on

M. President, on the bill, |'m
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standi ng here today to congratul ate ny col |l eague
Mari sol Al cantar a.

| ama senior citizen, 74 years old.
| have al ways been -- since | got elected, | have
al ways been trying to get in the Senior Citizen
Commttee. Wien | was in the Gty Council | was
t he chairman of the Senior Citizen Commttee, and
here in Al bany |'ve always been in the Senior
Citizen Comm ttee.

Because in ny district that |
represent, | serve 22 senior citizen centers, and
| know the problens they're facing -- rent, sone
of them have to decide if they eat or pay rent,
if they buy their nedicine or die, or if they
have to pay their utilities. So they have no
noney to |ive.

When Marisol Al cantara, Senator
Al cantara comes here and presents a |law |ike

that, a piece of legislation to be helpful to the

seniors, to go retroactive, | have to tip my hat
to Senator Alcantara. | have to tip ny hat to
her and congratul ate her, because that -- we

serve black and Hi spanic senior citizens in our
districts. The nmpjority of our districts are

bl ack and Hi spanic senior citizens. And we know
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how -- the things that they're going through. W
know how are they -- how they suffer every day.

So if we could help themto go
retroactive two years at least in SCRIE, | think
that is sonething very dignified. And we
shoul dn't be asking what will be the financi al
consequences to the city. W shouldn't be asking
t hose ki nds of questions. Senior citizens have
given all their lives for our city and our state.
Senior citizens have worked hard.

Now we all, as Denocrats, we al ways
say that we Denocrats are the chanpions of the
poor and the needy. So we have one Denocr at
here, Marisol Al cantara, chanpioning for the
needy and the senior citizens.

So, M. President and | adi es and
gentlemen, I'mproud to vote yes and |'m proud to
congratul ate Marisol Alcantara on this
magni fi cent, beautiful, excellent piece of
| egi sl ation. Thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Diaz.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATCR RI VERA: M. President, |

only stand to talk for just a few m nutes about
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how great this programis

SCRI E and DRIE not only -- you
forgot DRIE, Senator Parker. SCRIE is actually
one of the golden standards as far as public
policy is concerned. W do it in our office al
the tinme, we have dozens of seniors who sign up

" mvery thankful to Senator
Al cantara for bringing this to the floor, and I'm
voting in the affirmative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Rivera.

Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President. | will speak briefly on this.

| want to speak to what Senat or
Al cantara said earlier about awareness. And |
think this is an excellent bill, Senator. |
t hi nk that what we should be doing is making sure
that -- you said, | think, less than half of the
seniors in the district that are eligible don't
apply. So | think that we need to make sure that
we' re naking nore of an effort to reach nore
seniors that are eligible for this great program

| vote in the affirmati ve,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3761

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Ham | t on.

SENATOR HAM LTON: | just want to
comend State Senator Alcantara for this bill.
It's a fabulous bill.

In my office, full-time and
part-tinme enpl oyees have training in DRI E and
SCRIE. At |east once a week | have a senior
comng into ny office crying because they can't
pay their rent. And a lot of times SCRIE and
DRIE is the difference between soneone having
noney for food or not eating a particul ar week.

So it's a great idea. It's a great
law. You know, ny office, we have so nmany seni or
citizens comng in | have to bring in Brooklyn
Legal Services to handl e the volune of seniors
who are feeling the crunch for housing in Central
Br ookl yn.

So we need to do nore for our

seniors in their golden years, and | think this

is agreat bill. And I'msure Senator Al cantara
will introduce nore great bills for our seniors.
Thank you. 1'mvoting yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Seei ng no
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ot her nenb

cl osed.

act shall

roll.

the result

ers wishing to be heard, the debate is

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
take effect imredi ately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
S.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

Absent fromvoting: Senators Hannon

and Lar ki n.

i s passed.

any of the

t hem asi de

t he house?

no further

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bil

Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
bills that are on the cal endar, |ay
for the bal ance of the day.

| s there any further business before

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Ve will
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reconvene tonorrow in session at 12:00 cl ock.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, June 13th, at 12:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 6:07 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




