© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1759

NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 9, 2017
6:11 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JOSEPH GRI FFO, Acting President
FRANCI S W PATI ENCE, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1760

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and join with me as we repeat the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO In the
absence of clergy, | ask all to bow our heads in
a nonent of silent reflection as we extend our
best wi shes for a blessed and happy Passover and
Easter and recall Matthew, Chapter 24: "But the
one who endures to the end will be saved.”

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFranci sco, we will begin with the reading of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,

Sat urday, April 8th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, April 7th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout

obj ection, the Journal will stand approved as
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r ead.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports of state
of ficers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Rever end
President, I'd like to call an i medi ate neeting
of the Finance Committee in Room 332.

And | woul d enphasi ze, many peopl e
have said to nme, Let's act efficiently today.
W can't start until everybody shows up at that
Fi nance Comm ttee neeting.

| medi ate neeting of Finance, 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. There is
an i medi ate neeting of the Senate Finance
Comm ttee in Room 332, an inmedi ate neeting of
t he Senate Finance Committee in Room 332.

The Senate is at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at

ease at 6:13 p.m)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1762

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 6:27 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will return to order.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Do you have
a report fromthe Rules Cormmittee -- excuse ne,
t he Finance Conmittee? The Finance Committee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W do
have a report fromthe Finance Commttee at the
desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | nove to
accept that report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Al in
favor of accepting the Commttee on -- |et
the -- first, the clerk will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Young,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bills direct to third reading:

Senate Print 2000D, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the
support of government: STATE OPERATI ONS BUDCET;

Senate Print 2004D, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the

support of governnment: CAPI TAL PRQIECTS BUDCET;
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Senate Print 2009C, Senate Budget
Bill, an act intentionally omtted (Part A);
intentionally omtted (Part B)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO A notion
has been nade by Senator DeFrancisco to accept
the Commttee on Finance report. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Comm ttee on Finance report has been accepted and
is before the house.

Senat or DeFranci sco, we are -- with
Senat e Suppl emental Cal endar 33A, we are | ooking
for your indication as to how you would |ike us
to proceed.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Vell, 1I'm
gi ving a nmessage to those people who are not in
chanbers right now and who al so want us to nove
along and do this efficiently. Then we're going
to call up the revenue bill, 558. And I
understand there m ght be sonme anmendnents or
proposed anmendnents to that bill. If you'd cone

in, we could start that process, or forever hold
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your peace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco, we will request, at your request,
that all nenbers please return to the chanber
particularly those who may have busi ness relative
to Cal endar Nunber 558; that is, Print Nunber
2009C. We are asking everyone to please cone
back to the chanber.

Senat or DeFranci sco, we could
entertain the nessage, if you would so be
i ncl i ned.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Is
there a nessage at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
a nmessage at the desk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Move to
accept .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Al in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

nmessage i s accepted on Print Nunber 2009C,
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Cal endar Nunber 558.

Senat or DeFranci sco, wi thout
obj ection, we can begin to at | east nake a sub
that is before the desk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO A sub? Yes,
go ahead.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Young noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 30009C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 2009C,

Third Readi ng Cal endar 558.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
558, Budget Bill, Assenbly Print 3009C, an act
intentionally omtted.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Last section.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO we' ||
begin with the noncontroversial reading of Senate

Suppl enent al Cal endar 33A. Again, it's Cal endar
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Nunber 558.

The bill was before the house as
read by the clerk, and it has been | aid aside at
t he request of Senator G anaris.

So the Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
558, Budget Bill, Assenbly Print 3009C, an act
intentionally omtted (Part A); intentionally
omtted (Part B).

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s, why do you rise?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good eveni ng,
M. President.

| believe there's an anendnent at
the desk. | ask that the reading be wai ved and
t hat Senator Ri vera be heard on the amendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRIFFO  Happy
Pal m Sunday to you, Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: To you as wel | .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
an amendnent before the desk. Upon review of
t hat amendnment, and in accordance with Rule VII,
| rule that the anendnent before us i s nongermane

and therefore out of order.
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| will entertain your appeal and
call upon Senator Rivera to be heard.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, yes, a good Sunday to
you, M. President, and the rest of the folks in
t he chanber.

Thi s anendnent is gernane because
the revenue bill, which has basically everything
init -- soif it already has everything init,
why not throw sonmething else in?

The anendment, what it would do is
it would enact the New York Health Act, which is
a long-tinme initiative that creates a
si ngl e-payer health systemhere in the State of
New Yor k.

Under this proposal, all New Yorkers
wi |l be provided health insurance coverage
regardl ess of their income, age, or enploynent
status. It would be entirely publicly funded,
but it actually would save noney, |adies and

gentlemen. It would have no prem uns,
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deducti bl es, or copays charged to nenbers, and
seniors' Medicare would not be affected by this
heal t h pl an.

And it would be funded by a m xture
of existing federal funding streanms, such as
Medi caid, Medicare, Child Health Plus, and a new
i ncome- based revenue.

Now, 98 percent of people -- and
that is 98 percent of the folks that are
currently covered, they would actually spend | ess
on healthcare, with nost of those benefits going
to people that are working-class fol ks that make
| ess than $75,000 a year. Certainly everyone in
my district -- nost fol ks would benefit from
t hat .

Now, the proposal woul d save noney
inthe long run. And | know this is hard to
bel i eve sonetines, but single-payer actually
woul d save noney, not only because it would --
see, a Senator back there agrees with ne. [|I'm
not going to say the nanme, but she agrees with
me. She knows this is the case.

Not only would it save noney by
maki ng sure that the coverage goes to everyone,

it would be funded by an incone-based revenue
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t hat woul d be progressive, so it would be
dependi ng on your ability to pay.

And it woul d save noney because it
woul d cut adm nistrative costs. It would not be
considered a profit margin, which is one of the
reasons why insurance i s sonetines so expensive,
and it woul d achi eve savings through prescription
drug negoti ations, which the state would be able
to do for the entire state.

The reality is that there's
uncertainty in Washi ngton over what will happen
to healthcare, and we need to make sure that
New York State continues to be a |eader in
ensuring that New Yorkers have access to
af fordabl e and reliabl e healthcare.

The fact is that the actions,

M. President, of Washington, of the

adm ni stration, mght nmean that we m ght | ose
somewhere in the nei ghborhood of 3.7 billion in
federal funding. That would nmean that al nost

3 mllion New Yorkers would | ose their
heal t hcare.

And the fact is that we believe
that, fol ks that are supportive of this -- and |

ask nmy col |l eagues to support it -- we believe
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that health should not be determ ned by your
weal th. Just because you are poor does not nean
t hat you shoul d not have coverage.

The fact is that while many peopl e
in New York State receive their health insurance
t hrough their enployer, nore than 50 percent of
t hem do not receive healthcare through their
enpl oyer. That neans that the majority of the
state's residents are relying on public insurance
pl ans, alternative arrangenents, charity care or
somet hing that they buy privately.

So ultimately this is a plan that
woul d cost us less noney. It would nmean that
nore people would be covered. And ultimately you
have an idea whose time has conme. Single-payer
i s sonething that has been discussed for a while.
We believe that it should happen in the State of
New York, and it is why we brought this anmendnent
today, M. President.

And as | said, it is gernmane because
there's everything else in this bill, so why not
t hrow sonething else in there

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank

you, Senator Rivera.
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The vote before the house is on the
procedures of the house. Al in favor of
overruling the ruling of the chair signify by
sayi ng aye.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO A show of
hands has been requested and is so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
ruling of the chair is affirnmed.

Senat or G anaris, why do you rise?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Hel | o agai n,

M. President.

| believe there is another anmendnent
at the desk. | ask that its reading be waived
and that Senator James Sanders be heard on the
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Upon revi ew of the anendnent that
has been presented before the desk, and in
accordance with Rule VIl of the Senate, | rule

that the anendnment is nongernmane to the bil
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bef ore the house.

On request, Senator Sanders can be
heard on that appeal.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President. Happy Pal m Sunday to all ny
col | eagues here.

| am rem nded of one of the great
Suprene Court jurists that we've ever had, diver
Wendel | Hol mes, who said that -- and |I'm
par aphrasing here -- light is the best
di si nfectant for corruption.

Wth that in mnd, transparency is
one of the things that we should al ways strive
for in our dealings. |'m speaking about right
now the charter school novenent and the need for
us to have an even playing field, with the sane
i deas, the sane standards that are used for the
public school are used for the charter schools.

And |' m speaki ng on this anendnent
that we have before the desk where we're saying
that it will provide greater transparency. And
that's all we're really asking for, transparency
and accountability, which is something that al
of us want in this room

Charter schools right now are
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largely free fromstate and | ocal regul ations,
and they operate under different rules than the
traditional public schools. Charters are unique
in many different ways, in that they are all owed
to conduct their own fundraising efforts for
private funding in addition to receiving state
aid.

As of the 2016-2017 school year,
New York State has 267 operating charter schools
serving approxi mately 92,000 children.
| mpr essi ve.

Under these proposals, significant
funding will be diverted fromthe public school
systemand redirected to privately operated
charter schools. Charter schools are already set
to receive $54 mllion in aid starting April the
1st, April Fools Day, 2017. 1In addition to these
new proposals, this funding represents a
significant increase for the 2017-2018 school
year for charter schools -- schools that, as a
rem nder, may al so receive private funding.

Even at the federal level, charters
will be getting a boost in funding, as there are
plans to include a $168 mllion increase for

charter school program grants, which provides
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public dollars for the expansion of charter
school s.

The proposal before the desk w |
nodi fy the charter school tuition forrmula to
i ncrease costs that |ocal school districts wll
be getting in the 2018-2019 school year. These
costs are not reinbursable by the state.

The proposal to increase facilities
aid paynments for New York City charter schools
that are awarded private space woul d increase
costs to the city in the amount of at | east
$8 million in city fiscal year 2018.

Wil e the proposal to increase the
suppl emental basic tuition is reinbursable in the
foll owi ng school year, districts still need to
front the costs starting next school year. This
t akes away avail abl e funding for public school
students, including increases in the
Foundati on Ai d.

An increase to the suppl enenta
basic tuition neans that every district in the
state is inpacted, every district in the state is
i npacted as a result, since this reinbursenent
will take away from future school aid increases

for districts to cover charter funding.
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Al'l of these proposals will be
enacted wi thout significant transparency and
oversi ght provision of charters -- which is
unfair, nmy friends. W need transparency.

Bef ore consi dering such | arge
i ncreases in funding and additional operating
freedons, changes shoul d be considered to ensure
that the charter school industry inproves
transparency and equitable access to al
st udent s.

One area where charter schools |ack
transparency are the funds charters retain in
unrestricted reserves. Charter schools are not
subj ect to the same requirenents as public schoo
districts and nmay retain mllions of dollars in
unrestricted reserve funds.

As a matter of fact, a recent audit
has shown that charter schools held $395 million
in cash and $451 million in unrestricted net
assets at the close of 2015. Unrestricted net
assets, which can be used to fund prograns or pay
rent, grew by $93 mllion from 2013 to 2015. In
New York City, charters detailed unrestricted net
assets of $323 mllion even after many of them

had paid rent on cl assroom space.
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On the other hand, the public
school s are not held to the same standard. New
York State law limts the funds school districts
may place in reserve funds to just 4 percent of
t he approachi ng year's budget.

So for these and for other reasons,
my friends, | suggest that we really |l ook into
t he question of transparency. And we have an
anendnent at the table right here that can do al
of those things.

So | thank you for your indul gence,
and | look forward to you voting on this very
i nportant issue of transparency, just
transparency and accountability.

Thank you very much. | |ook forward
to the vote

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

The vote before the house is one on
t he procedures of the house. All in favor of
overruling the ruling of the chair signify by
sayi ng aye.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
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G anaris has requested a show of hands, and it is
so directed.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
ruling of the chair is affirnmed.

The bill is before the house.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: We're on the
bill in chief, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W are on
the bill in chief, Senator Squadron.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.
You're noving so quickly tonight. [It's Sunday
night. I'malittle slow, you're a little quick

| f the sponsor woul d yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very
much. Nice to see you

SENATOR YOUNG Good to see you
t 0o.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | wanted to ask

about -- | knowthis is a very, very big bill, a
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big and some would say ugly bill. But | wanted
to ask about whether anywhere in this bill the
$65 mllion that was swept fromthe MIA that we
di scussed a few nights ago is restored.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. No, it's not.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO ' m goi ng
to ask the house to continue to remain in order.
| know that there are a ot of staff here and
menbers noving about. But if we can continue to
j ust keep the conversations outside the chanber,
unless it's essential, so that the nmenbers can
have an opportunity to hear thenselves in the
exchange.

Senat or Squadron, are you asking
Senat or Young to continue to yield?

SENATOR SQUADRON: Yes, | am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Young, do you yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO She does.

SENATOR SQUADRON: And | apol ogi ze
for junping around a little bit, but I"Il just

hit on a few different points.
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In Part RRR, | notice that
design-build as a process is authorized. For
whi ch agenci es and/or projects is it authorized?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President, the agencies that have
aut hori zation are the five agencies that
currently have authorization, and those include
t he Departnent of Transportation, the New York
State Thruway Authority, the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation, the O fice of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation, and the
New York State Bridge Authority.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Just to clarify,
t he Departnent of Transportation would be the
New York State Departnent of Transportation,
excluding the New York City Departnent of
Transportation and all other |ocal and county
departnments of transportation; is that accurate?

SENATOR YOUNG That's correct.

These are all New York State agenci es.
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SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

| f the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: And t hen
there's -- | believe, although please correct ne,
that there's also a list of individual projects
aut hori zed, provided that the costs are no | ess
than $55 mllion. |Is that correct? And if so,
what's that |ist?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, that's correct. And |I'msorry,
it's hard to hear in here. Are you asking for a
listing?

SENATOR SQUADRON: Pl ease.

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay. Thank you

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Agai n,
" mgoing to ask that conversations be taken
outside the chanber to allow the nmenbers to be
abl e to hear during the exchange, please.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
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M. President, I'd |like to answer Senator
Squadron's question. It's Frontier Town, Life
Sci ences Laboratory, White Face Transfornmative
Projects, Gore Transformative Projects, Belleayre
Transformative Projects, Munt Van Hoevenberg
Transformative Projects, the State Fair
Revitalization Projects, and finally, the State
Pol i ce Forensic Laboratory.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you. |If the sponsor would continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | know a nunber
of those projects are inportant. |'ve in fact
enj oyed a nunber of these attractions throughout
the state, and they really are incredible. But
are any of themin the City of New York?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, no, they're not.

And | would like to point out that
these are the Governor's projects. These are
projects that he outlined in his original budget
proposal, and we are just accepting those.

SENATOR SQUADRON: And if the
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sponsor would continue to yield. And | don't
nmean to bel abor the point; this is ny | ast
guestion on this issue. But --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

We had di scussed a few ni ghts ago
t he Brookl yn Queens Expressway project and its
i mpact throughout the entire region, certainly
through the City of New York. And | know you've
listed the projects; | just want to
triple-confirmthat it's not in any other part of
the bill. There is no authorization -- or let nme
ask, is there any authorization for the BQE or
any project in New York City in this bill to use
desi gn- bui | d?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, no, there's not. But those itens
are continuing to be discussed.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

| f the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

To junmp around a little bit to
Part VW, triple V, | just want to nake sure --
and I will just go through them quickly, in the
interests of time. W' ve spoken about these
i ssues before. But the shift of the conditions,
the determ nations of conditions of post-rel ease
supervi sion and rel ease fromindeterm nate
sentences fromthe boards of parole to the
Department of Correction and Conmunity

Supervi sion, the reduction in the post-rel ease

supervi sion, that whole provision in -- forgive
me, in Part E. | junped around on you, so |
apol ogi ze.

SENATOR YOUNG | was going to say

that | don't think that's correct.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Yes. In
fairness -- which -- forgive me, which were in
Part E of PPPG  Forgive nme. | want to make sure
they didn't reappear in this bill somewhere.

They were in Part E of PPPG and omtt ed.
wanted to nmake sure they didn't reappear here.
For gi ve ne.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
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you, M. President, that bill has al ready been
passed. It was in the PPPG bill.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you. And
| apol ogi ze to the sponsor for bouncing around
the bill alittle bit.

SENATCOR YOUNG No, that's fine

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG It's a big bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Simlarly, the
conponent from Part B, the marijuana
decrimnalization conmponent that was in Part B of
PPPG does not reappear in this bill in any way;
is that correct?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, that particular proposal is not in
this bill.

SENATOR SQUADRON: And then finally
inthis area, the identity theft updating and
i mprovenent in our identity theft |aws that was
in Part C of PPPG does not reappear in this bill;

is that correct?
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SENATOR YOUNG No, it's not.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

| f the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: W're going to
junp around now to Part TTT. There's a lot to
talk about with this, and ny col | eagues w ||
speak about this. They'll also speak
significantly about crimnal justice and Raise
t he Age, which of course is such an inportant
part of this budget and what we're voting on
t oday.

But | wanted to tal k about a narrow
part of this 421-a authorization. And I'min
paragraph 19, | believe, which essentially |ays
out the definition of the, quote, unquote,

Br ookl yn enhanced affordability area.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG What did -- well, |
don't -- | didn't hear --

SENATOR SQUADRON: | haven't asked
t he question --

SENATOR YOUNG | didn't hear a
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guestion there.

SENATOR SQUADRON: -- | just --
wanted to | et you get there.

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay. Thank you
| think we have it here, Senator. So go ahead.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Great, thank
you.

So | notice that it's defined as --
well, let me ask, what is the purpose of the
Br ookl yn enhanced affordability area? Wat does
it nmean to be within it or outside of it?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President, what this nmeans is that the
Brookl yn waterfront as well as the Queens
wat erfront would qualify for these enhanced
benefits.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: My under st andi ng
is that within it, the prevailing wage woul d be
required, so within the zone delineated, and
outside of it, it wouldn't. So that there's a
wage requirement within Manhattan, | believe

south of 96th Street, and al so a wage
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requi renent, sort of so-called, along the

Br ookl yn and Queens waterfront, and this defines
the areas that cover that wage requirenent and
that don't. |Is that --

SENATCOR YOUNG Correct. That
t hose that take advantage of this particul ar
incentive would qualify for that.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you. So
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | notice that
it's defined as an area located entirely within
Community Boards 1 or 2 in Brooklyn or Queens.
Is this area -- well, this area is not the
entirety of those community boards. So | wanted
to ask the sponsor what the rationale is for this
area as defined.

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, this -- this basic definition are
the areas on the waterfront. And so that is
where this benefit would be able to be appli ed.

And it provides affordability
options for new residential construction, with
300 units or nore, below 96th Street in Manhattan

and al ong portions of the waterfront in Brooklyn
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and Queens. So that's how it's defined, Senator.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

So if the sponsor would continue to
yield just --

SENATCOR YOUNG Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | just sort of
want ed to understand what the purpose is of
havi ng an area outside of Manhattan that has this
requi renent that's defined as parts of four
community boards. Wat's the sort of policy
reason for that?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, the policy is designed to provide
econoni ¢ devel opnent and growth in affordable
housing in the Cty of New York

SENATOR SQUADRON: Let me ask the
guestion a little bit -- if the sponsor would
continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: "1l ask the
guestion a little bit differently.

| s the purpose that outside of this

area, and the area of Manhattan bel ow
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96th Street, it would be | ess expensive to build
and within this area it would be nore expensive
to build because there were better wages paid to
t he workers that were doing the building?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, other areas throughout
the Gty of New York can opt in if they choose to
try to apply for this program

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: So opt in or
not, it's fair to say, though, that the wage
rates and therefore the cost of building within
this enhanced affordability area will be higher
t han outside of it for folks who want to take
advant age of the 421-a progranf?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, this is actually the Governor's
proposal, and it's an agreed upon bill by the
Senate, the Assenbly, and the Governor.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very

much.
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On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Squadron on the bill.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you. And
| thank the sponsor for junping around and
bearing with me and referring to sections in sone
cases that were not in prior bills, and letting
us know a little bit of the thinking of what
we' re | ooking at tonight.

| want to go through a number of
areas of this bill. And you know, this is a New
York State budget, so of course in a budget you
have a good, a bad, and a Big Ugly. And this is
the latter of the three, so | think we're al
going to be junping around all night, and | know
the public will along with us.

And as |'ve said before, ny
col | eagues are going to tal k about sone critical
parts of this.

But let's talk about the MIA subway
system This is where we're really going to
figure out what we're doing for our systenis
future and therefore for the future of the nost
i mportant econom c driver of the downstate region

and of the State of New York.
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W know t hat the MIA | oses
$65 mllion in this budget and that that's not
restored here. W know that New York has its
greatest ridership today since the 1940s, and
there are nearly 2 mllion nore passengers a day
than in the '90s, not too |long ago. W know t hat
t he average di stance cars travel between
breakdowns is down to 120,000. It was 200, 000
mles in 2010. So it's down -- that neans that
the cars are likely to break down 80,000 m | es
sooner than they were just seven years ago.
Thi nk about that in terns of your own vehicles
and driving back and forth fromthe Capitol over
in the last two weeks -- a reduction of nearly
50 percent, of about 40 percent in how many mles
you can drive before you break down. That's
what, on average, the cars in the New York City
subway system are goi ng through today, and the
riders therefore are going through.

Subway del ays up to nore than 70, 000
a nonth -- this is pretty shocking -- nore than
twice what they were in 2012. Fromonly 28,000 a
month up to 70,000 del ays a nonth.

Only 67 percent of subway trains

reach their final destination on schedule. That
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nmeans one out of three trains are going to be
|ate -- one out of three neetings, one out of
three conmutes, you're going to be late. That's
no way to run a system it's no way to run a
city.

That's what's happening with the
MIA. And that doesn't just affect those who
commute on it every day, |ike ny constituents and
others in the five boroughs. It doesn't just
affect those in the Metro-North and Long I sl and
Rai | road regi on who depend on it to get to and
fromwork over many mles. That inpacts our
ability to do business in the Gty of New York
our ability to have business in the State of
New York. And we're taking $65 million fromit,
and it's not being repl aced.

| want to tal k about design-build.
As you know, for all of us at the end of the day
this comes down to our districts. You know, it's
good news that there was sone conproni se on
design-build and that a nunber of projects around
the State of New York are going to be seeing
design-build. But the Brooklyn Queens Expressway
in the center of New York City, in the nost

densely popul ated part of this state, will not
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see it. That neans two nore years of
construction.

And you know, | know that this is an
i ssue where Senator Col den and Senator Lanza
actually agree with me, and we're advocati ng.
This one crosses aisles, but it doesn't actually
cross into the budget. And you know, that's a
big deal -- Senator Savino, too. That's a very
bi g deal because every one of those extra two
years, every one of those days for those extra
two years, 770 days, New Yorkers will know t hat
it was Al bany's failure that nade that
construction longer and nore painful. It's
absolutely -- | nean, it boggles the mnd that we
think this is a good thing to do but we don't
think it's a good thing to do for a city that has
a budget of, what, 65, 70 billion dollars a year,
at the sanme tine that it is good for the State
Fair and Gore Muuntain and Witeface Muntain.
And God bl ess them for getting this, and those
are inportant parts of the state, but to do that
and cut out New York Gty really boggles the
mnd. And to cut out the Brooklyn Queens
Expressway project.

Qobviously, crimnal justice reform
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is a very inportant part of this budget, a very

i mportant part of the discussion that's gotten us
here. And | know there's inportant progress in
this bill on raising the age of crim nal
responsibility. | knowthat if we had Denocratic
majorities functioning in this house and the

ot her house, we woul d see nore progress than
we're seeing tonight. But it is inportant
progress that I'"mexcited to see happen in this
st at e.

But it's also true that on crimna
justice reform we failed to decrimnalize
possessi on of small amounts of marijuana, even
t hough bl ack and Latino young nen are vastly nore
likely to be charged with that crinme than anyone
el se, despite the fact that fol ks use marijuana
across the spectrum geographically,
denogr aphi cal ly, and otherwi se. W' re not seeing
sentencing reformin here. And we are not seeing
even -- and this is coming up in a later bill,
but we are not even seeing funding to try to work
on the speedy trial crisis in this state.

You know, a lot of folks tal k about
the tragedy of Kalief Browder and the way in

whi ch our state failed him It failed him
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because it treated himas an adult when he was a
child. It failed himbecause he spent over a

t housand days on Ri kers |sland w thout ever
seeing a trial, violating his speedy trial
protections, because New York State's law is

br oken.

Thi s budget takes funding out that
woul d help fix the speedy trial crisis. | hope
that in a bipartisan way we can do this
legislatively. But it's really a tragedy that we
can't do it in the context of the budget at the
same tinme that we are meking real progress on
Rai se the Age.

And finally, in ternms of the subject

areas |'Il talk about in this big and Big Ugly
bill, is 421-a. And again, there's many
conmponents of it, and my colleagues will speak

about it. But, you know, this is another
issue -- it's a $2.5 billion tax abatenment. It's
got citywide inplications despite the fact that
the city doesn't have any authority to nodify it.
But, you know, it also really affects our
districts.

And |'m | ooki ng across the aisle

because |I' m | ooking at coll eagues of mne from
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parts of the state far away from New York City.
And, you know, | would never draw a map in your
part of the state and say on one side of the map
we're going to nake it a | ot easier and a | ot
cheaper to build, and on the other side of the
map we're going to make it a | ot harder.

Here's the inpact of this nap.
Because of howit's drawn, it's not drawn around
property values, it's barely even drawn around
cl oseness to the water. Sure, the little circle
of enhanced affordability starts at the water,
but it heads way out, way inland, | think a mle.

What this map does is it creates a
line along Atlantic Avenue. Now, if you've been
in this house for a while you've heard ne tal k
about Atlantic Avenue before, because on Atlantic
Avenue is Long Island Coll ege Hospital, or the
former Long Island Coll ege Hospital, the site
that is now slated to be turned into out-of-scale
devel opnent housi ng wi thout comrunity
consultation or a community voi ce.

What this does is it makes it easier
for the devel opers who have thunbed their nose at
the community, who were given the LICH site in an

unaccept abl e deal, to build huge amounts of
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housi ng and get a tax abatenent for it. A tax
abat enent that they woul dn't have been eligible
for before this bill passed, a tax abatenent that
they wouldn't be eligible for without paying
their workers a decent wage if this map were
drawn differently, and a tax abatenent even for
certain condos, depending on how they divide up
their project, that a whole |ot of us think

shoul dn't be eligible for this kind of 421-a

abat enent .

So, you know, this huge Big Ugly
bill -- they're not just big ugly bills, they
have a big ugly inpact in nei ghborhoods in our
districts. That's true in terms of the fact that
unless we fix it, this budget does nothing to
i nprove the BQE rehab and give a little relief to
comunities that desperately need it, from Staten
I sland to the Bronx and everywhere in between.
It's true in terms of the fact that this nakes it
easi er and cheaper to build out-of-context,
non-comunity-friendly devel opment where we used
to have a hospital. |It's true when it cones to
the fact that the MIA subway system where now
you' re one-out-of-three |ikelihood of having a

del ayed train is having noney taken fromit in
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this budget. And it's true that even on a day
when we're nmaki ng progress on crimnal justice
reform critical progress, there's so nuch other
progress in crimnal justice reformthat isn't
happeni ng.

So | thank the sponsor again, and |
t hank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Sqguadron.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

Wul d t he sponsor yield for a
guestion on the STAR -- Part H, the STAR changes
as they apply to co-ops?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Young, do you yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
senator vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: This part of the
revenue bill talks -- it's Part H.

SENATOR YOUNG Ckay.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: It tal ks about

assessing co-op units individually. The
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Depart ment of Taxation and Finance is given the
authority to -- or a requirenment to nake a
statenent setting forth the taxable assessed

val ue attributable to each tenant stockholder in
a co-op.

Now, as you know, the tenants -- or
the residents do not own the property, they own
shares in the cooperative. How w |l the
Depart ment of Taxation and Fi nance acconpli sh
this, assessing each unit separately?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President, through you. |It's actually based
on a proportional share. |It's a proportional
share.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: In other -- if
t he Senator woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: I n other words,
the building is assessed as a whole and the
sharehol ders will be assessed according to the
nunber of shares they own in the co-op?

SENATCOR YOUNG That's correct.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

I f the Senator would yield on a
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nunber of questions involving higher education.

SENATCOR YOUNG Oh, sure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: The first area |
woul d i ke to discuss is the Excel sior program
for the mddle-class tuition cut. Can you tel
us how many people would be eligible?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, actually about 25,000 people in
the first year.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: WIl the Senator
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: The Covernor, at
t he Finance Comm ttee budget hearing, testified
that there would be 940, 000 peopl e from SUNY
al one, plus the nunber of students from CUNY. So
even though it's phased in, that nunber seens to
be very | ow.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, just to clarify, Senator Stavisky

is correct that the Governor stated that about
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940, 000 could be eligible to receive it
statewide. But actually, it |ooks |ike about
25,000 will probably be able to take advant age of
it this comng year. So it's out of a pool.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: That -- if the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: That 940, 000
nunmber | believe was for SUNY al one.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, no. The Governor was
referring to statewi de, not just for SUNY.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Are there any
addi ti onal budget lines to cover the increase in
t he nunber of applicants or nunber of potential
student s?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | was just |ooking that up. And

actually there's $86.6 mllion in Excelsior and
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another $17 mllion in TAP. So there are two
separate |ines.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And what's goi ng
t o happen when that noney runs out and you have
all of these students waiting to apply?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, if there's an
over subscription of people applying for the
benefits, HESC would junp in and they would
probably use a lottery.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
will continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: How wi Il this
program be affected by any potential cuts in Pel
grants com ng from Washi ngton? | believe that
t hey have projected a massive cut in Pell grants,

or noney for Pell grants, in the 2017 federal
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budget .

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, anything that would potentially --
and | underscore potentially -- be lost in Pell,
the state would actually cover, because you have
to use your Pell grant to | everage the TAP
grants.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: That's why |
asked the question.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: This bill and
the Article VIl bill proposes an increase of $200
in tuition per year for a five-year period, which
pl aces, obviously, nore burden on the students.
s there any change in the out-of-state tuition
rates for students attending SUNY or CUNY?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | do not believe that there's any
change in out-of-state tuition

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
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woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Assum ng t he
students use the Excel sior and their TAP grants,
what is the affect going to be on the coll ege,
bot h SUNY and CUNY, that have to bear the burden
of an increasing gap between the TAP award and
the tuition award?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, the state would
rei nburse the canpuses for any | ost revenue due
to this program And we've set aside $20 mllion
to cover those costs.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: They estimte
that the difference is $50 million. And up until
this point, the individual colleges were picking
up the difference between the TAP and t he

tuition.
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SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, the tuition revenues
will help offset that gap.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Anot her proposal
is the enhanced tuition, the $19 mllion for the
private coll eges and universities.

How do you define private nonprofit
col |l eges? For exanple, would religious
institutions be included?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President, the definition is an
i ndependent not-for-profit degree-granting
school

SENATOR STAVI SKY: kay. If the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: I f the college

has the opportunity to either opt in or opt out
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of the program what's going to happen to the
students if the coll ege decides to opt out?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, the student -- if
the col |l ege decides to opt out and not
participate in the program then the student
woul d not qualify for the additional TAP.

However, if the college did opt in, the student
could get the additional TAP. But if the student
were eligible for the basic TAP that already

exi sts, that student would get that award
regar dl ess.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Wul d t he
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: How -- let's
assunme -- let ne rephrase that. How would the --
if the student decided to transfer to a public
col | ege, how would their TAP award be affected?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, actually if -- so | think what the
Senator is asking would be if a student were at a
private college and was getting basic TAP -- and
t he enhanced TAP?

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  ( Noddi ng.)
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SENATOR YOUNG -- and they
transferred to a CUNY or SUNY institution, they
woul d have the sane type of award in both cases.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

On the bill. Thank you.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Stavi sky on the bill.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yeah. (Qoviously
| "' m concerned about increasing tuition for the
students, because nore and nore of the cost of a
col |l ege education is falling on the student, and
we as a state should be doing nore to avoid this
spiral effect.

However, so many of the SUNY and
CUNY col | ege presidents have spoken to nme about
the need for the tuition increase. But | think
we've got to be really careful in terns of
putting nore and nore burden on the students.

Secondly, what this revenue bill in
ternms of higher education |acks is the DREAM Act
for undocunented students. Approximtely
$40 billion is the figure that's been cited on
what the undocunented individuals contribute to

t he econony. Because obvi ously when a student
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graduates fromcollege with a degree, they're
going to have nore incone, they'll pay nore in
taxes, they tend to buy locally and participate
in the conmunity. There are a |ot of benefits
for the DREAM Act, and unfortunately it is not in
this revenue bill.

There's also nothing in this revenue

bill that protects the inmm grant conmunity from
bei ng turned over to -- whether it be ICE or one
of the federal agencies. | think we need

protections for the immgrant comunity, which
represent. | represent parts of Queens where the
nunber of inmm grants is astounding, and yet
they're such an inportant part of our comunity.
Many of themare here legally -- nbst of themare
here legally, and they face the deportation
probl em that everybody el se faces if they've been
convicted of any crinmes or whatever.
CUNY and SUNY -- particularly
CUNY has decided not to provide information to
| aw enforcenent officials so that their students
cannot be deported. And I think that's something
that should be a guarantee in our revenue bill.
And lastly, there's a $10 million

appropriation for immgrant |egal services. And
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that sounds like a |ot of nobney, but it is not.
There are nore and nore peopl e facing deportation
who cannot afford | egal services. And yes, the
state will provide the $10 million, but that I
think in the long termw || be inadequate.

But | thank you, M. President, and
| thank the chair of the Finance Commttee for
answering questions. Thank you.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield to a few
guestions?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: First | just
want -- thank you. | wanted to conplinment the
sponsor, before | begin, for all of her hard
work. And it does not go unnoticed, even though
we don't always agree.

| wanted to ask the sponsor --

t hrough you, M. President -- Part R of the

revenue bill, which maintains the current |evel
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of taxation on high-inconme earners, the last tine
t he sponsor and | spoke about this she was
adamant in her position that the percentage
needed to be lowered in order to help stinmulate
t he econony, | think were the words she used.

Whul d t he sponsor explain why she's
changed her opi nion?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | haven't changed ny opinion.
However, this is a three-way negotiated bill
bet ween the CGovernor, the Senate, and the
Assenbly, and this is the final product.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

A second question is on Part TTT,
t he Affordable New York Housing Program |
wanted to ask the sponsor if she could tell ne
what the expected cost of this programw || be
bet ween now and the date of expiration. Do you
have an estimate on the cost?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
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M. President. Actually, according to New York
City -- this is where we got this information --
the programcurrently costs about $1.3 billion

annually in forgone property tax revenue. Wth

t he changes nade to the program as incorporated

inthis bill, it would cost an additional
$82 mllion per year for an extra 10 years of
benefits.

And | do want to point out that the
City of New York currently has a surplus of about
$3.4 billion or $3.6 billion.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN:  Thank you.

| think the sponsor is aware that
t here have been sone di scussi ons anbng advocacy
groups, financial experts, including the
| ndependent Budget O fice of New York City, which
decry the programfor its inefficiency. They've
said things like in the past 11 years the city
has wasted $2.5 billion due to the 421-a
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abat enent program

So given that there's a | ot of
di scussi on about its effectiveness, its value for
the noney for the taxpayers, why we as a
| egi sl ative body, why we as the State Senate
didn't have any hearings to discuss whether we
shoul d renew 421-a or change it in any way?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, | have sone statistics
that 1'd like to point out. And this is
according to the New York City Rent QGuidelines
Board report on changes to rent-stabilized
housi ng stock in New York City in 2015. And this
report was rel eased on May 26, 2016.

It stated: The 421-a program has a,
guot e, unquote, significant inpact on the
inventory of stabilized housing.

So for exanple, in 2015 there were
approximately 2,803 units that initially entered
the stabilization system-- excuse nme, | have a
tickle in ny throat -- 2,515 of those units were
due to the 421-a tax incentive program
accounting for 90 percent of the additions.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Ch, you're

finished. I'msorry, | thought you were --
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Ckay, thank you.
Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, thank you for that information.
But could you explain why we didn't have any
heari ngs on the broad outlines of this plan?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, | believe the
program has been expired for about a year and a
half. And there's been a | ot of discussion out

t here about renewal of the program |It's a

| ong-standing program-- it goes back to the
1970s, | believe -- and it's been very effective
in grow ng affordable housing. 1In fact, it's the

nost effective tool available in New York City.
It's been proven over and over again just by the
statistics that | just quoted, for exanple.

So this entire proposal has been out
there for a long tine. There's been the

opportunity for a | ot of discussion about it.
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And in fact there's been a | ot of discussion
about the program And so there wasn't any need
for additional hearings because the information
has been out in the public eye.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
M. President.

Does this proposal require
devel opers accepting the benefits to subject
new y constructed rental units to rent
stabilization for the duration of receiving the
benefits?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes. Through you,
M. President, 1'd like to explain the program

Actual |y, the enhanced benefit goes
for 35 years. But the stabilization exceeds the
nunber of years for the benefit, so it goes to 40
years they have to have the units stabilized.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, M. President?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN:  Through you. But
| guess ny real question is would the market rate
units have to be subject to rent stabilization
for the duration of receiving the benefits?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President. Actually, the market rate units
woul d be nmarket rate. The rent-stabilized units
woul d remain rent-stabilized.

And | would like to point out this
is an issue of supply and demand. And what this
bill is getting at is increasing the supply of
af f ordabl e housing in New York City and actually
i ncreasing the supply of housing in general. And
every econom st will tell you, every tine you
i ncrease supply, the cost goes down.

And we have had so many barriers to
i ncreasing the supply of affordable housing in
New York City. And nmany of those barriers stil
are there, and even worse than ever before. The
cost of land, the high taxation on buildings --
all of those itens, plus rent control and rent
stabilization, actually depress the anmount of

af f ordabl e housing that's devel oped.
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So we need to have economc
devel opnent tools to devel op any affordable
housing. And 421-a is the nmain economc
devel opnent tool available. And as | previously
said, according to the report by the New York
City Rent Cuidelines Board, 90 percent of the
rent-stabilized units, the affordabl e housing
bei ng devel oped in New York City, actually cones
fromthe 421-a program So it's been shown to be
very effective

| totally agree we need nore
af f ordabl e housi ng devel oped in New York City.
But the main issue is that we need to have an
increase in the supply. This bill is doing that.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you. Thank
you to the sponsor for her explanation.

| would |ike to speak to sone of
t hose econom sts who say that increased supply
will result in nore affordable housing. They

should conme to ny district. It seens to be just
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t he opposite.

|s there any control nechani sm for
assessing the effectiveness of the 421-a progranf

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. As | previously stated, the
New York City Rent Cuidelines Board issues
reports periodically, and it has shown that
90 percent of all the affordable housing being
built in New York City is due to the 421-a
program

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATCOR YOUNG In addition -- |
would like to add to that -- the New York City
conptroller actually keeps a | ot of these
statistics, as does the Housing Preservation and
Devel opnent -- HPD for New York City actually
keeps track of this also. So if the Senator
want ed to check, those would be good sources of
i nformation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, Senator Hoyl man has asked if you woul d
continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

| just wanted to change gears to
vapi ng, the vapor product regul ations section,
Part FF. There's not nuch there. It says
“intentionally omtted."

SENATOR YOUNG Oh, okay. FF,

okay.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Yes. Through
you, M. President. | wanted to ask why it was
intentionally omtted. It was -- there were

regulations in the initial Senate one-house. The
Assenbly had regulations of its own. And the
Governor proposed an entire program \at
happened?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | would like to rem nd the Senat or
that this is a three-way agreed-upon budget. For
what ever reason, that particul ar proposal fel
off the table, and so it's not included in the
final budget.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

But it would seemto ne that al
parti es agreed, just based on the fact that they
had all submtted simlar proposals.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man, do you have a question?

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: | have a
guesti on.

So there isn't any other detailed
expl anation that | could have?

SENATOR YOUNG That's the
expl anati on, Senator.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Ckay. Thank you.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man on the bill.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you to the
sponsor agai n, and thanks for her hard work, and
everyone who's been seconded in this budget
process.

| am very concerned that the process
that we have established as a | egislative body is
so broken it can only have a bad outcone for

t axpayers and for our constituents. W know
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that, for exanple, in the 421-a negotiati ons,
they weren't conducted by the nenbership of the
State Senate, they weren't conducted in
connection with advocates or experts at public
heari ngs, they were done |argely, unfortunately,
anong private parties with a financial interest,
behi nd cl osed doors.

And | don't think we can expect, as
| said, an outconme that benefits nmy constituents,
particularly as it pertains to rent regul ation.
And | appreciate the sponsor bringing up
statistics fromthe Rent Cuidelines Board. |
woul d think that they are the sworn eneny of sone
of ny col |l eagues.

But the truth is that we have
decoupl ed the conversations around the rent
regulations in New York City with the 421-a
renewal plan, and that has put a |ot of our
constituents in a significant bind and
di sadvant age as we continue those di scussions
forward

| think that we're going to see nore
and nore | uxury devel opnent as a result of this
plan in nmy district. | think we're going to see

nore and nore luxury rentals. And, you know,
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that m ght be good for the developers. That's
maybe not so good for ny district, particularly
as it pertains to affordability.

And | think there are other prograns
avai l able. There are progranms that we shoul d be
nore creative about in ternms of supporting. |
know ny col | eagues here have a Mtchell-Lana
renewal plan. W could only | ook back 50 years
to see what Senators in this chanber proposed in
terms of direct subsidies for affordabl e housing.
It's far nore efficient to directly support
af f ordabl e housing with tax dollars than to
provide a tax break for real estate devel opers
who don't build affordabl e housing. Those
devel opers have no expertise -- or very little
expertise -- in affordable housing. W should be
giving it directly to the devel opers who do.

| have experience in this. | worked
for the New York City Housing Partnership in ny
career. And over the course of two decades, they
built over 30,000 units of affordabl e housing
t hrough a direct subsidy program-- not through
sone cockamam e tax break.

So, you know, we see again and again

in this budget bill itens that have been renoved,
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del eted, nodified, and we're not told why. W're
not told how. Wrse than us not knowing really
is the public not know ng.

So, M. President, | think we have a
ot of work to do in making certain that while we
take strides forward with this budget, of course
in the area of crimnal justice -- and thank you
to my colleagues for their hard work in that
regard -- | believe that we could do so nuch
better if we opened our process, if we had
regular public hearings, if we had tinme to
di scuss what was on the table, if we didn't
shoehorn the good, the bad, and the ugly in one
bill.

And we call it the Big Ugly, but
it's becone like -- it's becone al nost an
endearing term and it shouldn't be. There's
nothing -- there's nothing funny about the fact
that we are voting on issues as disparate as
raising the age of crimnal responsibility, rea
estate tax breaks, and ending, you know, the
possibility for sensible regulations on
el ectronic cigarettes. These are all stand-al one
i ssues that deserve our time and attention, one

by one.
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We shouldn't be forced to vote on an
omi bus pi ece of legislation that has such
different policy goals attached to it.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Hoyl nan.

Senat or Young.

SENATCOR YOUNG Yes, | wi sh Senat or
St avi sky was in the chanber, because | have a
clarification on one of her questions. She asked
about how many people would qualify for the
enhanced col | ege affordability program

Actually, the statistic that the
Governor was referring to is the fact that there
are about 940, 000 col | ege-age peopl e between the
ages of 18 and 23 who have graduated from hi gh
school in this state whose fam|ies have incones
of $100, 000 or less. So obviously not every
person is coll ege-bound, so that's a tota
nunber. And | just wanted to point that out. So
that's where the di screpancy came from

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Young, for that clarification.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
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M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Rivera on the bill.

SENATCR RI VERA: So here we are,
| adi es and gentl enen, tal king about what | will
not refer to as the Big Ugly, because it is far
bi gger and uglier than that. | call it the Big
Abom nable. And we can certainly call it many
ot her words.

|"mgoing to start where ny
col | eague ended, by talking a little bit about
the process. The fact is that we should not --
well, first of all, we're nine days renoved from
when the budget was due. That's the first part
of it. And it is clear that the reason for that
was that there were so many things that were
pulled fromother bills to stick into this one --
it is the reason, as a matter of fact -- part of
the reason why | voted no on every bill that has
come before us before this point, because many of
the things that are now on this in agreed-upon
version that we have in front of us, we couldn't
even | ook at a few days ago.

So here we are with this abom nable

piece of legislation. Wlat is init, and what is
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out of it? Now, for those that are watching --
and there are probably like five or 10 folks --
but for those that are watching or will watch in
the future, let's make clear what it is that
we're tal king about. W have one piece of

| egi sl ation, one piece of legislation. And
withinit, and I"'msure I'mgoing to miss a few
things, we're tal king about Raise the Age, 421-a,
wor kers' conpensation reform the Excel sior

Schol arshi p, education funding, capital noney for
essential health providers across the state, the
so-cal l ed Uber upstate -- so we're tal king about
transportati on networking conpanies -- indigent

| egal defense, CUNY tuition, the personal incone
surcharge, charter schools, $200 mllion for
opi oi d addi ction, powers for the Governor,

et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.

It is not good policy, |adies and
gentl emen, we should not expect for this to be
the case, for us to have to take one vote on al
of those issues. There's many things in here
that | can say, hey, you know what, | can get
down with. But there's many nore that | think
deserve nore thorough discussion. M coll eagues

have spoken about sone of them | will do so as
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wel | .

But the first thing is that we
shoul d not be patting ourselves on the back for
putting this piece of legislation in front of us
t hat has everything and then sonme nore. The
partridge in a pear tree, it's in there
sonewhere, | am sure.

Now, what are some of the things
that it has init -- now, | talked briefly
about -- and trust ne, |adies and gentl enen, that
is briefly what is init. Wuat is not init?
Ethics reform Charter school transparency --
one of ny col |l eagues brought that up. WMayoral
control, that didn't make it to the final bill.
Vapi ng products, as ny col |l eague brought it up,
that is not in there. These are all things that
were at one point in the proposals and they just
didn't make it to the end.

And as ny col | eague poi nted out, not
sure why, but here we are, we have to take one
vote on all of this stuff.

Then we have things that nmany of us
have been fighting for. As a matter of fact, it
was just a few weeks ago | stood here on this

fl oor and spoke about raising the age of crimnal
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responsibility. | mentioned then that one of the
reasons why it was so inportant, not only to ne
but to nmany people across the state, that we
needed to get this done was one gentlenman in
particul ar who was ny constituent before he took
his owmn life -- Kalief Browder. W was arrested
at 16, spent three years in prison -- |I'msorry,
apol ogies, three years in jail before the charges
were ultimtely dropped, nost of that in solitary
confi nement .

It was, regardl ess of what the
comments have been in the public eye for the | ast
coupl e of weeks by sone of ny coll eagues -- they
were unfortunate comments which were talking
about how we -- sone of us care nore about
protecting rapists and nurderers. That is never
what this has been about. And | certainly thank
many fol ks. And certainly the first one |'|
poi nt out, only because | know t hat he has al ways
been a straight shooter and | appreciate him
Senator Patrick Gallivan, who on behalf of the
Senat e Republ i can Conference, negotiated in good
faith and tal ked about how t his was about not
t hose individuals, but young nmen and wonen |ike

Kal i ef Browder who had been caught up in a system
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that has failed them

| certainly -- | nean, | thank the
gentleman first, but certainly he's not going to
be the | ast one that | thank, because we have to
recogni ze that had it not been for Speaker Car
Heastie in the Assenbly, we woul d not be talking
about this issue during the budget. He staked
his reputation on it, and many of us thank him
for his bravery.

But certainly, above all, | want to
t hank Senat or Vel nanette Montgonery. And had
Senat or Vel manette Montgonery's version of this
i ssue had been dealt with -- which is why I would
really like to thank Senator Stewart-Cousins. |If
she was the | eader of this house, if she was the
majority | eader of this house, we would have
started with Vel manette's version and not with
t he wat ered-down version that we started with
that then had so nuch stuff added into it.

| want to -- certainly | think that
the version that ultinately we came up with
impacts the majority of kids that we're tal king
about. And | certainly thank everyone invol ved
who in good faith negotiated to make sure that we

get sonme version in front of us.
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| would warn, however, some of ny
col | eagues on this floor and others to not take a
victory lap too quickly, considering that had it
not been for certain folks that really pushed
things at the table, we would not have anything
at all.

But what we have in front of us,
whether it's the 10-year ceiling of records,
which ultimately nade it onto this piece of
| egislation without the -- the different versions
that were proposed at the table, whether we're
tal ki ng about adult sentencing for kids, or
whet her we're tal king about the placenent of sone
of these young people -- all of these issues are
certainly not perfect. This is a version that
could have been better, but it is what we have to
vote on. And because it will have an inpact on
many people, many young nmen and wonen,
certainly can be supportive of that.

As a matter of fact, had this been a
pi ece of legislation by itself, | would have
gotten up, like I'mdoing right now, and tal ked
about sone of the things that we could have done
better init, but I still would have voted for

it.
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But that is not what we are doing
today. W are asked to vote on one piece of
| egi slation that, again, has everything and the
kitchen sink init.

Wi ch brings ne to the last issue |
want to tal k about, 421-a. Sonme of ny coll eagues
have al ready gone down this road, but I want to
make sure that | tell you specifically why, to
me, this is so obscene.

The district that | represent, about
318,000 people -- and, after Senator Alcantara's
district, mne has the npbst anmount of
rent-stabilized units in the entire state, about
70,000 of them | live in one of them nyself.
And as |'ve said nany tines on this floor, had it
not been for rent stabilization, I would not have
been able to live in the Gty of New York, rmuch
| ess thrive there.

Now, regardl ess of the conversations
that we've had about salaries, conpared to the
rest of the folks that live in ny district, | am
living the big life. Twenty-seven thousand
dollars a year is the nmedian inconme of the fol ks
that | represent. And so when you're talking

about rent stabilization and affordabl e housing,
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t he 318, 000 people that | represent have to be in
the top of ny m nd.

And so when thinking about a tax
break, one has to be -- one has to | ook at al
the pros and the cons. There is a consideration
that has to be taken into how nuch revenue we're
actually losing as to how much we're gaining.

And the question here as far as what we're
supposed to be gaining has to be both about the
amount -- the total nunber of units that are
created and whether those units are truly

af f or dabl e.

And | adi es and gentl enmen, the plan
that we have before us, by any analysis, fails
those tests mserably. It costs us -- it would
cost us about $2.4 billion a year. | shouldn't
say us. Only the Cty of New York. It would
cost the City of New York $2.4 billion that it
woul d not have in its coffers for a host of other
things that it could do.

It extends it to 35 years -- that is
nore than the 25 in the original program Even
the folks that are supportive of this say that it
woul d create about 2500 units. That neans that

each one of them woul d cost about $600, 000 each.
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Right? The level of affordability is nowhere
near where the folks in nmy district could
actually afford these apartnents.

And | ast but certainly not |east,
the way that this programis witten, the way
that the |anguage that we have in front of us is,
units -- not the affordable units, but the
so-called market units that are created by this
tax break, that are nmade possible by this tax
break, would certainly be rent-stabilized at
their creation. But you could actually rent it
for $2600 when you open the door, then sonebody
noves on and all of a sudden, boom that unit is
gone and no longer in the rent-stabilization
program

So for all of these reasons, and
consi dering that affordable housing is one of the
nmost crucial things in the district that |
represent -- because these are fol ks that cone
every day into ny district office tal king about
how t hey can barely afford the place where they
live now, so could | help themfind a job? O
could I help themstay in their apartnment? Every
singl e day this happens.

You have to take all of this into
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account. You have to take the fact that there's
27,000 different issues that are in here. You
have to take the fact that each one of themis
again a negotiated version that woul d have been
better negotiated had that |ady been in front

of the -- at that table negotiating.

So let's be clear. This is
certainly a budget which can be called -- which
many people are going to call a victory. Many
peopl e already have. And | woul d suggest that
there was nore that we could do -- but you're
al ways going to hear that fromus, right? W
coul d have al ways done nore. In this case, it
could not be nore true, particularly considering
that you have to stick so many things into one
bill and we have to nmake a decision, one
deci sion, on so much of it.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | don't think
this is the way that we should legislate. |
don't think that this is the way we should do a
budget. | don't think that this is the way that
we shoul d consider all these inportant issues,
each one of them deserving plenty of tinme on this
fl oor and in hearings and what have you.

Sol will say, M. President, that |
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find that this whol e process has been abom nabl e,
just like this bill in front of us. And even
t hough there's many things that | could be
supportive of, I will be voting in the negative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to start by thanking ny
col | eague, who acknow edged ny invol venent wth
Rai se the Age. Certainly |I am happy to receive
your acknow edgnent, but | certainly nust say
that this legislation has a |ot of people to
thank as it relates to the support over the years
of this idea.

And let ne just say that, to start
t hanki ng people, | want to just join Governor
Cuono -- I'mlooking at his press rel ease, and
|"massunming that this is how he nmeans to
acknow edge the people who are involved with this
budget agreenment. So he acknow edges --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery, are you on the bill?

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Yes, on the
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bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonmery on the bill.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.

He acknow edges the Majority Leader,
Senat or Fl anagan, whom | certainly join himin
t hanki ng, and he acknow edges the 1DC
| ndependent Denocratic Conference Leader Jeffrey
Klein -- who we all thank you, Senator Kl ein.
And he acknow edges Assenbly Speaker Car
Heastie, who | can't thank -- but | do thank him
because we know that he played a najor role in
this process.

But let nme just say, for the
Governor's sake, | know that he forgot to
acknowl edge one of the |eaders in this house.
"' massum ng that he did because she is not
invisible, I'"mnot invisible, and the nenbers of
the majority Denocratic Conference are not
invisible. So I'mjust assum ng that he forgot.

So I"'mjust rem nding himthat |
al so want to acknow edge Denocratic Conference
Leader Stewart-Cousins for your role in nmaking
this happen. So | just want to nake that --

start by doing that.
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Now, | wanted to just say too,

M. President, that there were a nunber of people
when | was chair of the Conmittee on Children and
Fam lies -- as you know, that was 15 m nutes and
some tinme ago, but it did happen. So | net at
that time Judge M chael Corriero, who started to
tal k about this issue and to let not only nme but
a whol e group of people who were al so very
interested in what we did for young people in our
st at e.

So shortly after that Judge Lippman,
Jonat han Li ppman, came up with sonme | egislative
proposal s, different -- a couple of different
versions that he offered us. Unfortunately, it
didn't happen at that nmonment. But that was the
begi nni ng of an acknow edgnment that New York
State was behind the eightball, as they say where
| cone from on this issue, and that we did not
have a justice systemthat served the best
i nterest of young people in our state.

So let's fast-forward to where we
are today. | want to say a specific thanks to
all of the people in our state, across the state,
j udges and | awyers and advocates and public

defenders and clergy -- and just calling out a
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name who was brought into this by our Leader
Stewart-Cousins, a friend of hers and a friend of
ours, Hazel Dukes, who put her back to the wheel
to reach out to clergy across the state to bring
theminto this process.

So we have a | ot of people to thank.
And | just want to acknow edge that this is not
nearly just about ne, this is about all of us who
have made this nonment possible. And | thank al
of them And | know that the Governor does too.
He forgot Leader Cousins, that's what happened.

So let ne just say | am happy to see
that we are now going to be -- all of the young
peopl e, nost of whomare part of this group who
come wWith m sdenmeanor charges, are now going to
go into Famly Court. However, a nunber of young
peopl e who al so conmit nonviol ent offenses -- as
viol ations, sone of themas little as violations,
will still be going into crimnal court. So
that's a | oophole. W hope to fix that, but that
is a problem

The so-called violent felony cases

for young people who now have -- who are 16 and
17, who now have a new nanme and -- what is that?
They have a new nane. 1'Il have to find it. So
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they will be tried in crimnal court, youth

part -- we have a youth part now. That's a good
thing, I1'mvery happy. But they will be tried,
sentenced as adults in that court, and they wl|
enter facilities, adult facilities in our state.
So they' re now adol escent -- what are they
called? 1'll find them

So, M. President, we have not done
everything that | would like to have done, to
have seen, but at |east we have changed the
direction. W just have to continue |ooking at
children as they're children, sentencing them
having themgo into Fam |y Court as opposed to
going into crimnal court. However, we do have a
youth part in crimnal court where there will be
Fam |y Court judges presiding. So that is a good
t hi ng.

Let ne just say what we don't have
inthis bill. W still -- as | said, we still do
not have a youthful offender status extended to
19- and 20-year-olds, as | would have liked to
see. W now have -- this new nane is an
adol escent offender. The adol escent of fenders
who are 16- and 17-year-olds will still be

sentenced as adults, tried in the youth part of
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crimnal court, and they will be sent to adult
prisons.
We now have in this bill,

unfortunately, violations, sone of them being

quality-of-life violations -- these are not even
m sdeneanors -- as well as all traffic violations
still will be tried in crimnal court.

Nonvi ol ent felonies that should be automatically
going into Fam ly Court now nmust go into crimnal
court and be sent down to Famly Court by virtue
of an agreenment with the prosecutor.

A young person who has a problem at
16 now has to wait 10 years before they are
eligible to have their records seal ed.

Parental notification -- arrests
coul d have included parental consent for
interrogation of mnors, along with the
vi deot api ng of such interrogations, but they are
not .

So, M. President, while we have
begun this -- and it has taken all of the State
of New York, every advocate of every region, with
all of their nuscle, all of their excitenent, and
i ncluding the | eader of this novenent in our

state, the Speaker of the Assenbly, and with al
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of us pushing and pushi ng and pushi ng, we have
pushed t he boul der hal fway up the nountain.

So with that, | am happy that we got
something in this case. And fortunately, because
we have so nmany young people, 18,000 or 20,000
young people that we're tal ki ng about annually
that this will help to nake sure they don't end
up losing their lives forever for a m stake that
t hey make, |I'm happy. Not always do | say this,

but in this case, sonething is better than

not hi ng.

So | thank you, and | thank ny
col | eagues in this house, | thank ny coll eagues
in the other house. And, M. President, | thank

you for giving ne an opportunity to express to ny
col | eagues and to nmy conmunity many, many thanks
on behal f of the young people that we represent.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Conri e.

SENATCR COWRI E: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for sonme questions,
pl ease?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Young, do you yiel d?
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR ROBACH: No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR COWRI E: Thanks, Joe.

A question on 421-a and the Tenant
Protection Unit. Was there any noney put in the
budget this year to increase the ability of the
Tenant Protection Unit to deal with the issues of
t he owners of rental buildings conplying with
their rules and regul ati ons?

SENATOR YOUNG No.

SENATOR COWVRI E: And was there any
noney put into the Division of Housing and
Community Renewal to increase their ability to
mai ntai n their recordkeepi ng?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, what the Senator is
referring tois in the capital bill and not in
the bill before us.

SENATCR COWRI E: It'"s in the
capital bill? Okay. | thought there was a
reference in section -- I'msorry. Ckay, |
t hought there was --

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
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M. President, 1'd just like to clarify. There's
nmoney in the capital bill through the Division of
Housi ng and Comunity Renewal, if that's what
you're asking, but it's not specifically for that
pur pose.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Ckay, thank you.

I"d like to ask the sponsor anot her
guestion, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR COMRI E: On MABE, can you
expl ain what was funded in this year's MABE
progran? And how would that be -- what's the
intent of the legislation and the funding?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, this is a very
i mportant program That's why it's extended for
one year, and it's pending the required disparity
report. Wiich actually I1'd like to point out was
due in August of 2016. So we need that
information. And unfortunately, that has not

been i ssued yet.
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SENATOR COVRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Do you have any
i nformation on why the disparity study has not
been delivered to the Legi sl ature?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, no. It's not the Senate's
responsibility. So we don't have any
information. W' ve asked for it, but
unfortunately that information apparently isn't
avai l able at this point.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you.
D fferent category. Wuld the sponsor continue
to yield for sone questions?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you. On
heal th and hospitals, the hospital capital
program Part FFF, | believe, there's been a

$500 million programto support capital projects.
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SENATOR YOUNG Through you

M. President, 1'd be glad to answer that
guestion when the capital bill is before us.
SENATOR COWVRI E: | s that capital

al so? Sorry. Ckay.

SENATCOR YOUNG But this is a
separate bill. This is the revenue bill,
Senat or .

SENATOR COWVRI E: | thought 1 was in
revenue. Sorry.

The just one |last question on --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Oh, if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR COWVRI E: | s there anything
in the bill to deal with enhanced revenue for
enhanced summer jobs in the revenue bill?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. It took a mnute to |ook that up,
because there's a lot of lines that we had to go
t hrough. But actually we extended the Youth
Enpl oyment Program and it's $2 mllion per

year -- I'msorry, $50 mllion. Excuse ne,
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$50 million a year.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yield for a question?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR COWRI E: Wul d t hat
i ncrease the nunber of slots, or would that just
be a cost adjustnent increase?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, actually the $50 mllion is an
extender. But it could be for nore jobs for nore
yout h, because obviously you cycle through the
program as you get ol der.

So these are opportunities that are
very inportant, and we're glad to see that that
noney was agreed upon by the Senate, the
Assenbly, and the Governor, because it is such an
i nportant programto get people sumrer
enpl oyment, but al so those job skills that they
need and that experience. | think it's a very
i mportant program

SENATOR COMRI E: " msorry,

M. President, | didn't quite hear with the noise
in the building. D d you say that there would be

nore slots or just nore opportunities?
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SENATOR YOUNG Wel |, that funding,
the $50 mllion, will be used for job devel opnent
and jobs for youth. So obviously as youth cycle
t hrough the program sone will graduate, for |ack
of a better word, and new youth will be able to
t ake advantage of it and partici pate.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you. Thank
you. M. President, would the sponsor continue
to yield for actually a previous question?
Because nmy information tells ne that Part FFF of
the revenue, originally Part K of HVH does deal
with the hospital capital program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

You want to direct your question,
Senator Conrie?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, | just wanted
to know if there was any noney in that program
for the growing and i nmedi ate problens with
Queens hospitals, where we have three hospitals
that are Tier 1 energency hospitals that need to
get their traunma centers upgraded.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, that hospita
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could be eligible to apply for the funding.
There aren't any specific hospitals, as far as |
know, lined out in the funding, but it's a mjor
pot. It's a big pot of noney. And a |lot of the
hospital s around the state, including that one,
woul d be able to apply for the funding.

SENATOR COWVRI E: It's actually two,
t hank you.

Just one last question. Can you
break --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, will you yield to the | ast question?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR COMRI E: Yes, |'msorry.
Sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. From
Senat or Conri e.

SENATCOR YOUNG To Senator Conrie
yes.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, | want to
t hank you, Senator Young, for your excellent
experience and the tinme and hours that you put in
as Finance chair. | just want to ask you one
| ast question before | make a general statenent.

Can you break down the maxi num TAP
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and TAP enhanced, what those nunbers are going to
be?

SENATOR YOUNG Sure. If you'd
just hold on one second while | find it.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Sur e.

SENATOR YOUNG | have it right
here.

Through you, M. President.
Actually, we're not changing the basic TAP
program but we're enhancing it. And so
schol arshi p awards woul d be provided to eligible
students attendi ng SUNY and CUNY, and the nmaxi mum
award for a student under this proposal -- or
this actual bill that we're passing is $5,500 per
year.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Conrie on the bill.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you.

| want to thank Senator Young again
for her chairmanshi p as Fi nance chair, and al so
j ust acknow edge Senator Krueger, who is taking
care of famly and could not be here, for her

excel | ent yeomanshi p as Finance chair {sic}.
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|"mjust very disappointed in nmany
things that are not in this budget that need to
be taken care of. | don't -- I've never tried to
do anything that was just singular or special.
think that taking care of hospitals is not a
Denocratic or a Republican issue, taking care of
needs for communities is not a Denocratic or a
Republ i can i ssue.

"' mdistressed to know that there
are many things that have not happened in this
budget that we really need to have for our
comunities. And |I'mjust distressed also that
it's being put in partisan | anguage and parti san
idealismthat things that are really hel ping
constituents cannot get funded in this budget.
When we have a $153 billion budget that could
serve the residents of this state equally and
fairly, that has not happened.

|"mvery disappointed in a | ack of
funding to the Tenant Protection Unit for DHCR
| have devel opnments in my district that need help
fromDHCR to do the investigations necessary to
provi de the adequate opportunities for themto
get their relief. And | know that that's

happeni ng around this city and around this state.
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' m al so concerned about the issues
around TAP and the ability of people that cannot
do 30 credits a year because of their work
situation or their hone and famly and life
situation, and that the TAP and t he Excel sior
Schol arship will not cover them And that's many
people that are in this state that just cannot
afford to work or to take 30 hours of credits
because they have to work to pay their bills,
they have to work to maintain their children,
they have to work to be able to have a life in
this state.

| "' m concerned al so that design-build
is not being put in New York City where we have
maj or projects that are in imm nent danger of
col | apse, such as at BQE, such as nany ot her
infrastructure projects around the city where
desi gn-buil d has been proven -- even though it
has some issues with the ability to make sure
that there's checks and bal ances, it's been
proven around this country to be an effective
program

| want to congratul ate Senat or
Mont gonery and her efforts to try to nake sure

that Rai se the Age was addressed and addressed as

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1851

t horoughly as possible. | want to thank her for
continuing to fight the fight, and I know t hat
that fight is not over to protect young peopl e.

| "' m concerned al so regardi ng where
the opportunity is to help the teachers and
faculty at CUNY and SUNY, even if we do get the
Excel sior program to nmax out where are the
faculty and what's the help in maintenance of
effort to nake sure that they can becone -- be
able to keep up with maybe t he expl osi on of
students that come into CUNY and SUNY.

| "' m concerned al so with sunmer job
slots. And | hope that this program and the
funding today will actually create opportunity
for nore sumer job slots, because they haven't
been raised in seven years.

And as |'ve said earlier on this
floor, | benefited from having a sumrer youth
enpl oyment job. It gave ne an opportunity to
change ny direction and change nmy focus, and we
need to do that for other young people. If we're
going to keep themoff the streets, we need to
gi ve them actual enpl oynent opportunities.

| woul d hope that we continue to

t hi nk about, as a body, what we need to do to
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ensure that this body is respected. |I'm

concerned about the |ack of respect that has been

given to this body. |[|'m concerned about the |ack
of respect that we will have to deal with if
there's a budget change with an $850 m | lion cap.

We shoul d be the people that deci de what happens
in a budget line, and we should not |et that
happen to us.

This is a body that deserves to be
respected. It should not be put in a light
because of a few bad appl es or things that
happened in the past. W need to make sure that
we demand our opportunities to have everyone at
the table, including our |eader, Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, who |'msure that if she had the
opportunity to be at the table, different things
woul d have happened in this budget.

| don't understand and |'m stil
wor ki ng to hope we change the focus on what
happens to get people to have real discussions
and real opportunities for debate, because |
think that with vigorous debate and real
di scussi on anong peopl e of positive m nds and
peopl e that are focused on getting things done

and articulating their opinion -- because there
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are many people in this roomon both sides of the
aisle that are unafraid to articulate their
opinion in a positive way and a strong manner to
make sure that things are heard -- that we could
resolve all these issues in a proper way, in a
way that would respect the history of this body
and in a way that woul d hel p nake sure that the

residents of this state at |least felt they were

hear d.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Per saud.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Persaud on the bill.

SENATOR PERSAUD: In my offices at
the college I would have a sign on ny wall that
said -- it's a variation; sonetines you would
hear it as the 7 Ps. But a variation says
"Proper planning prevents poor performance."

And sonetines | sit in this chanber
and | just renmenber that and | think, what are
our plans here in this chanber?

Qur budget bill that we will be
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voting on this evening, there's a lot to question
inthat bill. There are many things that | would
address. | would | ook at what is mssing for
col | ege students, what is mssing in our
heal t hcare system and many others. But | just
want to touch on two things, and those two things
are Rai se the Age and mayoral control of New York
City's public schools.
And first on Raise the Age. It's an
i ssue that many people across the state and even
across the country agree that it's inportant that
we do not treat 16- and 17-year-olds as adults.
We coul d have incorporated many of the bills --
of the issues that were addressed in the bil
i ntroduced by Senator Montgonery. Senator
Mont gonmery, who has been a chanpi on on Raise the
Age, an advocate on Raise the Age. Senator
Mont gonmery, who visited the prisons to understand
what it nmeans for 16- and 17-year-olds to be in
t hose environs. Senator Montgonery, who
tirelessly continues to fight that good fight.
Senat or Mont gonery, | nust appl aud
you and urge you to keep up the good fight.
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, she's al so

there fighting. She was there fighting to ensure
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that this budget included Raise the Age, because
we were |left out of that discussion. W did not
know -- all we heard is fromwhat we were hearing
on social nedia, and it was not good news. And
Senator Stewart-Cousins, to ensure that our
interests were taken care of, fought that fight
to ensure that Raise the Age was part of that
di scussi on.

So Senator Stewart-Cousins, thank
you very much

Carl Heastie, for the hercul ean
efforts that he had to endure to get this to
where we are today, | nust applaud him

But our work is not done. Qur work
on Raise the Age is not done. |'m happy that
New York is no | onger going to be one of two
states that are prosecuting 16- and 17-year-ol ds

as adults. The strides we are taking today when

we vote on this bill will nove us forward. But
that's not enough. W still nust review what's
out there. W still nust continue to say 16- and

17-year-olds, their brains are not fully forned.
Their thinking is not that of nmany of us who are
sitting in this chanber. |If we do sonething, we

shoul d be held accountable to that extent; at 16
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and 17, they should not be held to the sane

st andards as sone of us -- as us who are here.
And we have -- sonetinmes we do
things and we're saying, Wll, we're not

account abl e for what we've done, and we ask for
| eni ency. But 16- and 17-year-olds, we're
sitting here in this chanber denying themthe
same | eni ency that we are asking when we do
things as adults. |Is that right? That is not
right. That is not humane. Wen we think of 16-
and 17-year-olds, we nust put it inits correct
context. They are still children. They are
still children and should be treated as such.
| ask ny col |l eagues, tonight after
we have voted, this should not be the end of the
di scussi on on Raise the Age, not by any neans.
W still have a lot to be done. As a legislative
body, | urge us all to continue this discussion.
You know, we've been saying it,
let's Raise the Age right. Let's Raise the Age
right. Think of it, when you are thinking of
pl acing 16- and 17-year-olds in prison for sone
of the infractions that they're conmtting, think
of it as if it were your son, your daughter, your

nephew, your nei ghbor's child, your godchild.
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Wul d you want themto be treated as an adult

because they' ve done sonething -- a traffic
infraction. Some of them-- nmany people | know
who are adults are still doing things that they

shoul d not do. For exanple, they're snoking
marijuana. And they're asking for themnot to be
prosecuted for it. But we will do that to a 16-
and 17-year-ol d.

So | think -- | ask ny coll eagues,
when you' re thinking of prosecuting 16- and
17-year-ol ds, that you renmenber and you ask
yoursel f, when you were 16 and 17 and sone of the
t hi ngs you may have done, woul d you have want ed
to be treated in the way that we are treating 16-
and 17-year-olds currently? And if you can sl eep
on the answer that you give yourself, then nore
power to you. But | know, as human bei ngs, we
should not try to do to others what we don't want
others to do to us. So remenber, 16- and
17-year-olds, they are still children.

On mayoral control, why is it that
we' re al ways having a conversation at the | ast
mnute as to who should control New York City's
public school s? Wwy? Wy are we penalizing the

children, the teachers, the adm nistrators of the
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New York City public schools? The comunities,
why shoul d there always be this uncertainty about
who should | ead New York City's public school s?

Many of us sitting here don't
understand the conpl ex school system of New York
City public schools. You don't have a quarter of
t he nunber of students in your school districts.
Wiy are you penalizing New York City public
school s? Wiy are we playing devil's advocate
with the lives of New York City public schoo
students? Wiy are we politicizing who rules
New York City's public school s?

W shoul d not do that. The
uncertainty is killing everything to do with our
children in New York City's public schools. W
shoul d never politicize it. Education of our
children should not be a political gane.

And when we decide not to include
mayoral control in our discussions and our budget
and sonmeone says, Well, we can wait until June,
that is unfair to New York City. That is unfair
to New York City. | don't think any one of us in
here who would like it that we tell themthey
can't do sonmething until the last m nute. You

cannot plan. And there again, if you fail to
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pl an, what will happen?

New York City's public schools,
they're waiting until -- they're at the whi m of
this chanber. Wy should that be? W' re asking
you, again, when you sit in your deliberations
and you're thinking of what's best for New York
City's public schools, put yourselves in the
shoes of the people who are living in New York
City. Put yourselves in the shoes of the people
who have children attending New York City's
public schools. Ask yourself, could | tolerate
this suspense every single year? 1Is it fair to
the children of New York City?

That's the question we should al
ask ourselves when we're playing with the lives
of the New York City public school students. It
should not be. And | urge you, after we've
passed this budget and you go back and you're
tal ki ng about what's best for New York City's
public schools, really think about what is best
for New York City's public schools. Don't play
politics with the |ives of New York City's public
school students. It is not fair, it is not just.
You should not do it.

So again, M. President, | thank you
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for your indulgence. And | again inplore ny
col | eagues to think about raising the age right
and what is best for New York City's public
schools in terns of mayoral control

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

First of all, I want to start by
t hanki ng ny col | eagues on both sides of the
aisle, the | eaders of --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kennedy on the bill?

SENATCR KENNEDY: Yes, sir, on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Kennedy on the bill.

SENATCR KENNEDY: M. President, on
the bill.

First of all, let ne start by
t hanki ng ny col | eagues on both sides of the
aisle. Let ne start also by recognizing the
chair of the Finance Conmttee, Senator Young;

t he ranker, Senator Krueger, for their consistent
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wor k t hroughout the course of the |ast several
nmonths. To the | eadership of the Senate --
Senat or Fl anagan, Senator Kl ein, Senator
Stewart-Cousins -- and also in the Assenbly,
Assenbly Speaker Carl Heastie, and to the
Governor's office, for working to put together a
budget that finally we're approving here, and not
a nonment too soon

This budget, I"'mvoting for it,
focuses on a nunber of issues that are inportant
to the community that | represent and the state
as a whole. | think it puts a strong conmtnent,
a continued strong conmtnent to the peopl e of
Western New York with the continuation of the
Buffalo Billion, which I'Il talk about later.
But we all know the nmomentumthat's been created
with the initial Buffalo Billion. Now we're
seei ng the second phase of that go into place.

The affordable college tuition plan,
which is going to enhance the ability for
i ndi vidual s across the state to achi eve hi gher
education; increased funds for direct care
prof essional s, those individuals that are taking
care of the nost vulnerable in our communities,

individuals with disabilities; the Raise the Age
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initiative; the continued and in sone cases
enhanced resources for childcare -- there's nuch
to appreciate about this budget.

O course, this budget isn't
perfect. And we all know that there are issues
in here that we all would Iike to see enhanced
and included -- again, no matter what part of the
state we're fromand no matter what side of the
aisle we're on.

But this is a very strong bill. And
there's a particular piece of this bill that 1'd
like to focus on that has a direct inpact on the
econony in Buffalo and Western New York and
specifically upstate, but to the state as a
whol e, and that's ride sharing.

As we've said many tinmes, |'m
strongly in favor of enhancing ride sharing,
especially in upstate New York but across the
state. New York State, with the passage of this
bill, becomes the 38th state in the nation to
allow ride sharing statewide. W're |looking to
create, according to industry estinates,

13,000 new jobs in upstate, 700 of which will be
in Western New YorKk.

W're also getting with the tines.
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You know, when you travel in other areas of the
state -- nanely, New York City -- and the nation
and you have access to ride-sharing services |like
Uber and Lyft, and then you conme to upstate

New York, whether we're here in Al bany or in

Buf fal o, Syracuse, Rochester or anywhere in
between, it's enbarrassing that we don't have

ri de-sharing services yet.

This bill changes that. This bill
brings our community, our entire state into the
21st century. It gives us enhanced
transportation alternatives, especially as we are
selling our state as a better place to do
busi ness and a better place to cone and visit.

And over the course of tine, as
peopl e have cone into Western New York, Buffalo
and Niagara Falls, and seen all the extraordi nary
pl aces that we sell to the rest of the state, the
country, and the world as a tourist destination,
and they open up their phone and attenpt to get
ride-sharing services, and it says because of the
| ack of volition on the part of the New York
State Legislature, we don't have access to ride
sharing, that is unacceptable. That is

enbar r assi ng.
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Wel |, because of this bill today, we
are noving forward. W're noving past that. M
of fice has heard overwhelnmngly from people in ny
district that want to see ride-sharing services
put in place. Throughout the Cty of Buffalo and
the entire region, people are clanoring for ride
shari ng.

This is an issue of fairness and
equity as well. Wien you go to the great City of
New York and you're able to access ride-sharing

services like Uber and Lyft, when you're able to

rai se your hand and hail a cab -- and not just a
Yel | ow Cab, but a black livery cab -- or catch a
bus or go underground and catch a train, | often

say that the Gty of New York, much to their
credit and nuch to the credit of |eaders in the
City of New York's history, the Gty of New York
has mastered the art of noving peopl e.
Unfortunately, upstate hasn't net
their obligation. And this is a step in the
right direction. W still need to do things like
i nprove access to public transportation, enhance
public transportation throughout the entire
upstate region, focus in on transportation

efforts |ike high-speed rail to nove people
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t hroughout our state, to take advantage of the
extraordinary state that we all live in and | ove
and celebrate no matter, again, where we live.

But bringing ride-sharing services
is sonething that is so inportant and vital to
our entire econony across the state. Finally,
the people in Buffalo, Western New York, and in
upstate New York will have that access that
t hey' ve been | ooking forward to.

And with that, |I'm proudly
supporting portion this of the bill,

M. President. Thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senat or Par ker.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Parker on the bill.

SENATOR PARKER: First et me begin
by thanking all ny colleagues in both houses of
the Legislature for the inportant work and of
course the staff. W have an incredible staff
here in the State of New York, particularly here

in the Senate, on both sides of the aisle, that
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have really done yeonman's work in ternms of
keeping up with everything and keepi ng us abreast
of all of the inportant changes and devel opnents
kind of nmonment by nonent. And so | certainly
want to acknowl edge all the hard work that was
done on this budget.

You know, budgets are very, very
difficult because, you know, budgets are
ultimately about values, right? They're not
real ly about the nunbers, right? It's not so
much about the $160 billion that we are spendi ng
here of the people's noney, but really what are
t he val ues that our various constituencies are
sending us to Al bany to express? And this year
think that a |lot of the values were expressed not
so nmuch in the nunbers as it was in the policy
and prograns that were put forth.

And | went back and forth on the
budget, and particularly this part of the budget
that we refer to as, you know, the Big Ugly. O,
as ny col |l eague Senator Rivera says, the Big
Abomi nable. | think I like it, but it doesn't
necessarily fall trippingly fromthe tongue.

And so, you know, this ommibus

budget bill has a lot to be desired. It forces
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you to vote for everything or nothing. And
certainly that beconmes a difficult thing when you
have this many various issues piled into one
bill.

Certainly this budget does a | ot of
very, very good things, and you' ve heard sone of
some of ny coll eagues tal k about some of those
things. |'mparticularly happy about the work
around Vital Brooklyn, which is going to put over
a billion dollars over the next two years into
Br ookl yn nei ghbor hoods, and particularly central
Brooklyn, that really needs the help a great
deal. 1| think the big piece of Vital Brooklyn is
the coordination that's going to happen around
housi ng and heal thcare, education, youth
devel opnent, resiliency, healthy foods, open
spaces, antiviolence. Al are going to be
coordinated in central Brooklyn.

And so | want to thank the Governor
for putting that forward, and I'mcertainly
| ooking forward to working with his staff to
i npl enent the Vital Brooklyn program

W still have a lot to do as it
relates to hospitals in the largest county in the

state. You know, the One Brooklyn health system
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i s underway, but we certainly need to continue to
have mai ntenance of effort as relates to state
support in this safety-net hospital that has

col l ectively probably nore indigent and
underinsured as well as Medicaid patients in the
entire country.

And certainly part of that is that
we certainly need to maintain our support for
Downst at e Medi cal Center, which includes
Uni versity Hospital, which is woefully
underfunded. And | don't think that we do nearly
enough -- we do sone in this budget, but not
nearly enough for that inportant hospital.

You know, we don't yet fund a burn
center for Brooklyn. Brooklyn, literally the
fourth-largest city in the country, does not have
a burn unit. | know you're all stunned too; |
can see your shocked faces. Brooklyn, the
fourth-largest city in the country, does not have
a burn unit. And if, God forbid, sonebody is in
a fire, has a chemical burn, falls off a
not orcycle, you know, is in an industrial
accident, they have to travel al nbst an hour,
depending on the traffic, to get access to this

critical care. There's no reason for that, not
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in a $160 billion budget. And sinply what we
needed was probably about $10 mllion.

And so, you know, | went back and
forth about whether | was going to vote for this
proposal, in part because | really think that we
don't nearly do enough as it relates to Raise the
Age. And | know there's a -- | know peopl e
wor ked very, very hard on this. But let's
understand the context for this, right, and
understand how | see this as we tal k about the
val ues in the budget.

This is not sinply about Raise the
Age. If you read this entire budget, right, what
you get is a narrative about what we think about
children. W get a narrative of what we think
about poor comunities. W get a narrative about
what we care about black and Latino comunities.
Because we're not just sinply, essentially, given
half a |loaf to Raise the Age, but there's a whole
narrative and a whol e budget of kinda, wanna,
sorta do sonmething for these communities, but not
really. But, like, we got to do it, but we
really, really don't want to do it. Right?

And so you're essentially pushing

forward a -- you know, a prison-industri al
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conplex by not in fact doing the things that you
can do to keep people out of crine and out of
prison. W know the things in this day and age

t hat keep people away fromcrine. W know what
they are. And we just say, yeah, we're not going
to do it.

And so you're either not doing it
because you refuse -- that you know but you
refuse to do it, or you don't care. And | know a
| ot of people here, and I know -- | wouldn't
believe that they don't care. So maybe they just
don't know that we need to provide -- you know,
we' re doing UPK education, and that's great. |In
this budget we're providing nore education per
pupi |l than any other state in the history of the
United States. That's great, but there's still
nore noney that needs to be put into the system

W al so have the | argest public
education systemin the country too. So we have
to have an appl es-to-appl es conparison. So it's
really difficult to conpare to other places when
nobody el se does what New York City does. That's
why we're New York. Right?

And so the CFE, right, the Canpaign

for Fiscal Equity lawsuit, which was settled
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20 years ago -- and, you know, the nunber that
the judge has said -- Kevin Parker is not making
this nunmber up. |I'mnot even asking ACQE to nmake
it up. I'msaying the judge said it's

$7 billion. W haven't gotten to the nunber yet.
Where's the noney? Put the noney into the
budget. New York City is still owed over

$4 billion in Canpaign for Fiscal Equity noney,
period. Put the noney in.

And so when you don't put the noney
in, that neans children aren't receiving the
ki nds of resources they need to conpete in
schools. And so what happens? They drop out.
They join gangs. They commt petty crines. And
t hen, you know, over the summer, they're | ooking
for other things to do, so you want summer youth
enpl oynment. Ch, but we don't have enough noney
for sumrer youth enploynent. And so once again
you're com ng up short for the young people
particularly in the urban areas of our city.

And you know what? And their
parents are trying to get things better, but
their parents can't get help. Wwy? Because
there's no voter reform so the parents show up

to the voting booth and they can't vote because

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1872

t hey' ve been purged fromthe rolls. And half
their elected officials aren't doing the right

t hings, and we can't do anythi ng about that.

Wiy? Because we' ve done no ethics reformin this
bill.

And then furthernore, these sane
parents, nmany of them have cone from you know,
ot her places, and they're inmmgrants. And they
have grown-up children here. But you know what,
we can't help them envision the American dream
Wiy? Because in this budget we do no DREAM Act.

And on top of that, they're sick,
and we have no single payer. They're going to be
si cker when the federal governnent cuts the ACA

And so there's a whole narrative
here of hal f-nmeasures, of not doing all of the
things that we need to do to | ook after
comunities. And that's what's sad about this
budget .

And so this young person -- who's
had no DREAM Act, had no sunmer youth job, didn't
have enough nmoney in the school to help himor
her provide an education, you know, in a
comunity that's underrepresented because there's

no ethics reformand no voter rights -- winds up
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in the crimnal justice system

Were we haven't even consi dered any
of the inportant things that we need to do around
decrimnalizing, you know, small anounts
marijuana. W haven't done anything on bai
reform W haven't done anythi ng on speedy
trials. W haven't done anything around, you
know, CFE. So God forbid sonebody has a nenta
heal th break and, you know, they call 911 and the
police show up. Now they're either dead or in
jail because they had a nental health break,

i nstead of us properly dealing with the nental
heal th needs and creating, you know, crisis
intervention teans across the state and
particularly in New York City.

And so when they now have cone into
this -- they mght even have done sonething snall
like, I don't know, junping a turnstile or, you
know, urinating on the street. Not that people
shoul d do those things. But now, if they get
caught and get a violation, they're in front of a
crimnal judge. What are we putting people in
front of a crimnal judge over violations for?
That is absolutely absurd.

This was real sinple, and we nmade it
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conplicated, as we do here in Al bany many tines,
M. President. W -- all we had to sinply do was
say, we're going to take 16- and 17-year-olds and
we're going to treat themjust |ike 15-year-olds.
That's all we had to do. Right? Al we had to
do, and we nessed that up. W had one job. W
had one j ob.

And so in this half-a-loaf Raise the
Age proposal, we're still, you know, not dealing
with the issue of the treatnment of youthfu
of fenders. Right? W don't extend it to 19- or
20-year-olds. W are still doing a 10-year
| ookback. |If we are so concerned about the
future of these young peopl e and keepi ng t hem out
of the crimnal justice systemlong term why
doing a 10-year | ookback? This is going to
affect their ability to go to school, it's going
to affect their ability to get a job, it's going
to affect their ability around housing, around
credit, around -- essentially, their whole lives.
For 10 years.

And al t hough | know ny col | eagues
like to come up with these, you know, absurd
exanpl es about, you know, a drunk driver, a

16-year-ol d drunk driver, unfortunately, that's
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not what the statistics say of who are the young
peopl e who are entering our crimnal justice
system as yout hful offenders. That's not really
what it is. W're tal king about, you know, 500
ki ds of probably the 40,000 kids that are
affected. Right?

The vast majority of the young
peopl e affected are nonvi ol ent, nost of them
very, very low | evel crines and violations. And
yet we decide to put all of themthrough the
crimnal systemto begin to have them get used to
being institutionalized. And this wouldn't be
quite as bad if there was fair application of the
law in the State of New York. It is not |ike,
you know, white kids get picked up and sent
t hrough the system at the sane rate as bl ack and
Latino kids. And that's just a fact. That's not
even ne. Again, check with your attorney
general. They keep the nunbers on that.

Right? And so we have a system
that's already unfair and then continues that
inequity as we go forward. And we devel oped a
comm ssion. And then half the things that the
commi ssion said we should do, we just ignored.

And then you want to tal k about, oh, we have a
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state-of-the-art comm ssion, but then we ignore
the actual things that the commi ssion said we
shoul d do, like having a rehabilitative and
transformative nodel for housing for young
people. So we're taking young people still and
we're putting themin DOCCS facilities,

Department of Corrections facilities. Wy? Wy?
Because we're trying to crimnalize them

I nstead of all of the violations --
and this includes noncrimnal offenses and al
m sdeneanor offenses -- this proposal hol ds
crimnally responsible kids who are charged with
viol ations and VTL crines, but not those who are
charged with m sdenmeanors undefi ned by the Pena
Law.

So nonvi ol ent felonies, you know,
shoul d automatically start in Famly Court. Wy
aren't we just -- if it's a nonviolent crinme, why
not just start it in Famly Court? | nean, we're
wasting noney and tine and traumati zi ng young
people in ways that are unnecessary, with this
pr oposal .

This |l egislation further does not
support the fam |y support centers. Right?

These centers certainly would have served to
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create a respite for famlies and young people
before they got into crisis. |In other words, we
don't create a dynam c where communities can
actual ly successfully rai se young people and then
we don't want to provide the support at any |evel
to in fact make sure that these famlies don't
get into crisis and their children don't get into
crisis.

This is a tough one, because |'ve
heard many of ny coll eagues say that this is a
start, and | believe that it's a start. But I
think it was difficult and took al nbst an act of
God on Pal m Sunday to bring this to the floor.
What is it going to take for us to bring Raise
the Age Two to the floor next tine? Because
that's what we're | ooking at here. | nean,
everybody said, Yeah, it's a good first step.
But how many nore steps do we have to take? And
how long is it going to take to take those steps?
That's my concern

And nore inportantly, how nany young
peopl e are going to be chewed up in the neat
grinder of our crimnal justice systemand be
sacrificed on the altar of increnentalismas we

wait for Raise the Age Two?
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And so | want to thank Senator
Mont gonery for all her work on this issue. W
certainly wouldn't even have taken this first
small step if it wasn't for, you know, her
intrepid work toiling in the vineyards for the
better part of 30 years on issues around crimna
justi ce.

And certainly | want to thank our
| eader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, who many of ny
col | eagues have nade the point that had she been
in the room as she should have been, as the
majority |eader in this body, we certainly would
have saw not just a different outconme but a much
better outconme on the entire budget, |et al one

Rai se the Age. And nmaybe that's why, you know,

you're trying to keep her out. | don't know.
That's a question for -- between you and your
God.

But certainly I want to thank them
for the hard work that they have put forward on
behal f of the people of the State of New York
and particularly on behalf of our children.

M. President, before |I sit down,
the other issue that's really -- there's tons of

t hi ngs, you know, that we could tal k about
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tonight. But certainly there is nothing nore

i nportant happening in our state other than the

i ssue around housing. And every place you go,
peopl e are tal ki ng about housi ng and honel essness
inthe City of New York.

And | know there's been lots of
attenpts to do certain things. | know that the
Governor has put forward an affordabl e housing
pl an around 421-a in this budget. And |I'm not
agai nst 421-a. | certainly think that an
incentive for devel opers to build affordable
housing is a commbnsense approach to it.

However, if you |l ook at the
statistics, you'll see that over the last two
years, when we didn't have 421-a, we actually
built the sane nunber of units and we had the
same nunber of applications.

So -- and then, to put it quite
frankly, this 421-a plan is a boondoggle. It is
strictly a cash giveaway to devel opers, period.
And it's going to cost -- the old one cost the
City of New York $1.2 billion. This one is going
to double that. So we're now tal ki ng about
around $2.4 billion fromthe Gty of New York to
do this.
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And the estimates say that for every
dollar that is spent on affordabl e housi ng under
421-a that the people and the taxpayers of the
City of New York are only receiving 11 cents in
af f ordabl e housing. And that's what you're
asking us to vote on today. And many of us are
going to be forced to vote yes because it's right
next to a bunch of things that we can't say no
to.

This -- earlier, when we tal ked
about this program it was said that essentially
housi ng anywhere i s good for housing everywhere
and that, you know, when we add nore units,
right, that that's going to drive the cost of
housi ng down. Not really. It sounds good, and
it's basic economcs. But this unfortunately is
not basic economi cs.

Under this current budget plan, many
units will come online around $2600 a nmonth --
$2600 a nonth. Most of us couldn't afford that
as a nortgage, let alone as rent on a unit. And
certainly if ny coll eagues upstate had their
constituents trying to find housing under a plan
that would create new units that are supposed to

be affordable at $2600 a unit per nonth, there
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woul d be a rebellion in this body and in Al bany.
You woul dn't go for it for a mnute.

Yet here we are being asked to vote
on a plan that creates those kind of units. And
it's not like you're creating a bunch of them
Right? You're only creating about 2500 units a
year. So we're tal king about 2500 units a year
at $2600 per unit. This does not help
affordability. And, you know, |I'm not sure how
anybody else is calculating affordability. M
constituency -- and | don't represent a poor
community. | represent a very, very
wor ki ng-cl ass community, right, where people go
to work every single day and there is a fairly
hi gh nedi an incone. And they could not afford
$2600 a nonth for a unit.

And so here we are, with a half a
| oaf on Raise the Age and with, you know, an
af f ordabl e housing unit that is neither

af f ordabl e nor does it create housing. And

furthernore, we are -- we are -- you know, we
still have no DREAM Act, we still have no single
payer health plan, we still have no ethics
reform There's still no voter rights,

M. President, no sunmer youth enploynent, and
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still no Canpaign for Fiscal Equity noney in for
educati on.

And so, you know, |'mvery, very
di sappointed at this budget. | think that we had

a lot of potential to do a ot nore. There's
still, again, a great deal of things that | think
are good on this -- in this plan, but certainly
we have a |l ot nore that we need to do as we go
forward

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

My first budget -- sonething el se.
Quite an experience. The process could be nuch
better, and it should be nuch better. | demand
that we | ook at ourselves and we nake it that
much better the next go-around. | hope I'll be
here for many nore budgets, God willing, on this
wonder f ul Pal m Sunday.

There is some good in this budget,
some great things in this budget. The Farmto
Food Bank that Senator Funke had produced, that's

an amazing thing for upstate and downst at e.
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Education aid, while it's not what we need, nore
nmoney for our children is an amazi ng thing.

But the things that are not in the
budget are problematic. No ethics reform No
voting reform W talk about -- | spoke about it
in a hostile anendnent -- get out and vote. How?
How, when we suppressed the individuals? How do
we do that? How do we nmeke that a reality?

But what | want to do is | want to
turn it around a little bit. | want to thank
everybody in this body, from Senator Young to
Senat or Krueger, who's not here -- to everybody
that worked diligently. And nost inportantly, as
Senat or Parker said, the staff who worked through
the night to make sure that we were prepared and
bri efed on such a vol um nous anount of paper.

And | thank you for that.

The vast bul k of ny comments are
going to be today on Raise the Age. And I
i ndicated that I would not vote on anyt hing,
whet her it was an extender or a budget, without
Rai se the Age, and | did not.

| want to thank Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins for guiding the ship. | want to

t hank Senat or Vel manette Montgonmery, who was a
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| eader on this issue long before it was a
hashtag. And | want to thank Speaker Carl
Heastie for making sure that the Assenbly took
care of their business and naking sure that this
is what we got.

M. President, it was once said that
a journey of a thousand mles begins with but a
single step. And yes, this is a single step,
make no m stake about it. This is not a sprint;
we're running a marathon here. And we've taken a
single step today, raising the age of crim nal
responsibility -- see, | was very lucky. | was
never in trouble as a kid, because | had famly
to make sure that they guided ne along the path.
Despite the nei ghborhood that I grew up in, | was
not allowed to be in the street past a
streetlight. M nother and ny father, ny
grandparents and ny cousins made sure that | was
in the house paying attention to the books and
not what was outside. Everybody does not have
that luxury. This is why we fight.

There's so many people that did not
get the chance that | did as a child, and their
lives are derail ed beyond repair. Do you know

how denoralizing it is when you cone back hone
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fromcol |l ege and you wonder where sonebody on
your bl ock was, and they've gone away. And you
know that they're not about what that was. |In
street parlance, they would say they're not about
that life. But they were forced by being dealt a
bad hand into conmtting these activities at 16
and 17 years old. And they got caught in the
hanst er wheel. Round and around they go.

Make no m stake about it. This is
not about me or about taking a victory |lap around
this. This is for the children. This is about
who we represent. M perspective is shaped by
who | am-- a young black man fromthe Bronkx,

New York. Wbuldn't have it any other way. But
al so nake no m stake about it, nmy friends, that
|'ve witnessed the deferral, |'ve w tnessed
dreans deferred due to a draconian policy. Hoop
dreanms halted. Many things in my life that |
have seen, people who were never heard from
agai n.

But in no way are we bl ack and brown
folks the only ones that will benefit fromthis
| andmar k acconplishnment. Let's make that clear,
M. President. The reality is that Raise the Age

was never about protecting those who conmit
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nmurders or rapes or the nost heinous crines. It
was never about that. Let's not confuse it.
What it was, it was about naking sure that 16-
and 17-year-olds are treated |like 16- and
17-year-ol ds.

You ever been to a high school
cafeteria? You going to tell me that those are
adults, that their brain devel opnent is on the
sanme | evel as ours? | say no.

St udi es show, as Senator Persaud
alluded to, that tinme after time, brain
devel opnment shows that 16- and 17-year-olds do
not think the sane way that adults do. But 16-
and 17-year-olds throughout the state are being

af fected by sonething called the opioid crisis,

which I'"'mglad is being addressed in this budget.

And rightfully so. M colleagues on both sides
of the aisle have been naking sure that this is
addr essed.

But, you know, when | grew up, late
'80s, early '90s, they didn't call it the opioid
crisis. People weren't -- it wasn't a nental
health issue, which it rightfully is. They were
just called fiends and junkies, and they were

bei ng arrested, instead of given the proper
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mental health treatnment that they deserved.

These 16-and-17-year-old children --
what' s happening now in our state, opioid
addiction is ranpant, and the users are getting
younger and younger. From Keene, New York, to
Ki ngs County, fromthe Bronx to Broonme County,
these are our children. And the reality is if
you' re | ooking at the charge of crimna
possession of a controlled substance, sone
heroin, it's a m sdeneanor that goes to
Fam |y Court. But if it's nore weight or just a
transaction, if you give a friend sone drugs,
that will be a nonviolent felony offense and it
could be renoved fromthe youth part to
Fam |y Court, absent extraordinary circunstances,
under this bill. But now, straight to crimnal
court.

Furthernore, burglary and robbery in
t he second degree are al so included. Now, drug
addicts conmmt these crinmes too, |ooking for
noney to score their next high. So that make no
m st ake about it, this affects everybody.

These chil dren deserve a second
chance, M. President, whether you' re on

Ri kers Island or in Rochester. Just as nuch of a
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chance as Kalief Browder deserved. W can do
nore with this. And we have to do nore, ny

coll eagues and I. W intend to do nore. Not for
my district, not for your district, but just for
our state.

And while we're tal king about Rai se
the Age, as Senator Conrie and Kevin Parker,
let's tal k about raising the wage of these
children. No sunmer youth enploynment? An idle
mnd is the devil's playground, ny friends. G ve
a kid a check instead of a book and |I'm sure
he'll do great things. G ve them hope. G ve
them a chance, the ability to get off of the food
st anps.

We have to nake sure we're funding
nore things |ike education and viol ence
interrupters and not just focusing on the
crimnal justice system Let's get them away
fromthe crimnal justice system before they even
get there.

Now, M. President, I"'mgoing to
cool it down a little bit. 1I1t's not |ost on ne,
as you said, that today is Pal mSunday. And it's
al so not lost on ny pastor, who I m ssed at

11 o' clock service. And | hope he's okay with ne
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today. But |I'mdoing the people's work, and
God's work, as sonme woul d say.

My favorite verse in the Bible is
Mat t hew, Verses 7:7-8. "Ask and you shal
receive, seek and you will find, knock and the
door shall be opened.”

| want to thank people Iike Senator
Vel manette Montgonery, Andrea Stewart- Cousins,
Carl Heastie, and this body for making sure that
we asked the people of New York to do the right
thing. And today, in part, we have received
because we have sought justice. And one day in
the future, I'mhopeful we will find it, so that
our children will have a new day, enabling them
to knock on those doors instead of being | ocked
behi nd t hem

| thank you for your tineg,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senat or Br ooks.

SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Brooks on the bill.
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SENATOR BROCKS: This is ny first
budget here in the State Capitol, but |'mnot new
to the budget process. | served for many years
as director of financial control at CElICO
| nsurance, where | devel oped the budget and the
busi ness plan for each year.

We had an out standi ng budget process
that got into great detail with the budget and
addressed nmany of the issues we face as a
conpany. W identified opportunities in the
busi ness plan and concerns in the business plan
whi ch were al ways addressed in the budget.

Toni ght we are considering a budget,

whi ch | support, that addresses nmany critical
areas in this state and provides funding. [|'m
happy to see that in terns of educati onal
funding, we've increased the budget by nore than
a billion dollars, but I think we could have done
nore. The budget includes $2.5 billion for water
infrastructure i nprovenents and water clarity.
We al so have $55 nmillion to help fund sone of the
day workers at the different institutions in the
st at e.

Thi s budget m sses sone critical

probl ens that we have in this state. Qur work is
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not done after this budget is passed. All across
this state, homeowners are struggling because of
excessive property taxes.

We shouldn't have a situation in
this state where a couple who hel ped to build
their conmunity and their hone has to sell their
home when they retire because their taxes are too
hi gh.

We shouldn't be in a situation where
a young couple looking to buy a hone goes out to
see a hone and conmes back and says, W could
afford the house, we just couldn't afford the
t axes.

When this budget is done, we have
nore work to do to address the tax burden that
has been placed on our honeowners across the
st at e.

W also failed in this budget to
address a problemthat has been going on far too
|l ong here in Al bany, and that invol ves ethics.
It's inportant that before we end this session,
we provide tax relief to the honeowners in this
state. That problem has gone on for far too
long. | was on the school board in the '90s, and

we had that issue. It still hasn't been
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resol ved

And we al so have an obligation to
the citizens of this state to address ethics with
a real and nmeaningful reformbill.

Thank you, M. President. 1'Il be
voting aye on this budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Brooks.

Reverend Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Diaz on the bill.

SENATOR DI AZ: Before | speak on a
the bill, I would like to wi sh everyone today a
very, very happy Pal mDay. Today is a day that
we Christians celebrate the grand entrance, the
day that Jesus went to Jerusal em

But M. President and | adi es and
gentl emen, last week | was an angry nman. | was
angry last week. This week |'m happy. Wat?
You m ght say or you might ask, Wat made you
change from an angry person |ast week to a happy
person this week?

See, M. President and | adi es and
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gentl emen, | ast week and the week before |ast,
the only thing you heard about, the only thing
you heard was Raise the Age. You didn't hear
peopl e tal ki ng about this and that, and here and
there. Everyone was concentrated on Rai se the
Age.

The topic was so inportant, |ast
week and week before last, that all the
Denocrati c Conference nade a comm tnent. The
Assenbly made a commtnent. The Assenbly said,
W're not going to vote for anything if there is
no Rai se the Age. The IDC, the |Independent
Denocratic Conference, said we are not going to
vote on anything if there is no Raise the Age.
Qur conference, the regular Denocratic
Conference, said we're not voting on anything if
there is no Raise the Age.

Two years ago, if |I'mnot m staken,
we saw the sane novie here. It was about the
DREAM Act: W are not going to vote on anything
if there is no DREAM Act. The Governor waited
two years ago and waited and waited, and
everybody was saying no DREAM Act, we wi |l not
vote for anything. At the last mnute, the

Governor waited till the end and he said, Are you
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people willing to shut the governnent down?
Everybody said, two years ago, Ch, no, we cannot
shut the governnent.

But they were saying, No DREAM Act,
no vote. No ticket, no laundry. But when the
Governor said, Are you willing to shut the
government, everybody said, oh, because the
hospital s, oh, because the schools, oh, because
the workers. So we bought it, no DREAM Act. Two
years later, still no DREAM Act.

The people that were saying then, No
DREAM Act, no vote, they voted then. | kept ny
word, and | voted no because there was no DREAM
Act .

Last week, the Governor used the
same net hodol ogy again. So all those that were
sayi ng how i nportant was the DREAM Act for them
there's nothing -- if there is nothing on it,
we're not voting on anything, they changed their

m nd and t hey vot ed.

So | was angry. | even didn't go to
church last Sunday. | stayed here, waiting and
waiting. And | voted no. | kept my word. |

kept ny word, and | voted my soul. The Bronx
bor ough president on ny back: Papi, what are you
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doi ng?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DI AZ: Papi, | have been
wor ki ng hard with the Governor, | have been
wor ki ng hard with Jeff Klein, | have been working

hard with Carl Heastie, | have been working hard
with the | eaders. There is sonething there for
the Bronx, even for your district, Papi. Wat
are you doi ng?

| said, "I gave ny word because the
only thing that was happeni ng here was no Rai se
t he Age, no vote."

| was waiting, thinking, making ny
son, the Bronx borough president, Ruben Diaz,
Jr., angry. | was waiting and saying to nyself,
What are you doing? But within nme, | was saying,
| gave ny word.

So today, everybody is
congratul ati ng everybody else. | want to
congratul ate one person: Mself.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DIAZ: | want to
congratul ate nysel f, because | kept ny word.

Today, tonight, I'mlistening and

| "' m hearing the same people, the sane peopl e,
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that were saying how inportant it was for Raise
the Age, that was waiting and conmt thensel ves
to vote nothing if no Raise the Age. Today,
they're voting no. Even though Raise the Age is
init. Go figure it out. Go figure it out.

Today, Raise the Age is not
important. Ch, this is not in here, this is not
inthere, this is not in there. They weren't
saying that | ast week. They weren't saying that
| ast week. They weren't saying that. They were
saying: No Raise the Age, no vote. They didn't
care about anything el se.

And | commt nyself to that. That's
why |'m congratul ati ng nysel f.

Wiy fromlast week an angry nman to a
happy man tonight? | amthe ranking nmenber in
the Aging Conmttee. There was | anguage there
that was threatening to take away noney from
Title XX and cl ose 65 senior centers in the city
and affect 6,000 senior citizens. | knew that
was happening, but | commt nyself because
everybody -- all the conference, all the
community | eaders -- it was Raise the Age, Raise
the Age, Raise the Age. That was what happened.

That was the only thing that was happeni ng | ast
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week, Raise the Age, Raise the Age.

Toni ght, 65 senior centers in the
City of New York are safe. The |anguage has been
changed, the 6,000 senior citizens are protected.
So |'"mhappy. |'ma happy man. Thank you to al
of you, thank you to the Governor, thank you to
Jeff Klein, thank you to nmy conference | eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, thank you to everybody.
Thank you, all of you. What else is here that |
was Wi lling to sacrifice because | gave ny word?

And sone have been working with the
Governor and with the | eaders to get, in ny
district -- in ny district, the 32nd Senatori al
District -- $1.8 billion, $1.8 billion for
sonmet hing call ed the Sheridan Expressway. The
Governor has said he's so interested in working
with my son and with the |eaders to help the
Bronx, especially ny district.

VWhat else is here tonight that | was

willing, |ast week, because | gave ny word --
|l ook, I'mtelling you, |adies and gentl enen, when
you give your word, |ook at what you will do.

Look what you have to do when you give your word.
There is also 1.8 mllion -- not

billion, $1.8 mllion for Kingsbridge Arnory in
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the Bronx. M/ son been working with everybody,
fighting for that. But finally the Governor
commit hinself with $1.8 mllion for the

Ki ngsbridge Arnmory. Maybe the mayor of the City
of New York will not hand themthe key, but
that's not the problem of the Governor and that's
not the problem of the ones working with nmy son.
That's a local issue. |If the nayor doesn't want
to hand themthe key, that's the mayor's probl em

and anot her i ssue.

But here there are $1.8 nillion for
Ki ngsbridge Arnmory. | gave nmy word | ast week --
| was nervous, | was angry. Ladies and

gentl ermen, | ook, when you ask me to give ny word
and when you | eaders ask ne to commt nyself to
sonmet hing, | ook at what you're doing. Don't ask
your menbers to commt thensel ves because then
you will violate the statenent or the issue and
| eave your nenbers hanging out, putting the rope
on their neck. Because you want to be part of a

team because you want to be part of a group, you

want to be part -- and keep your word.

My son. The borough -- no, no,
don't push nme, I'mtalking on the bill. Everyone
took that time, M. President. And | -- today
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you know what | did today, today, Palm Day? |
preached today. | didn't preach |ast Sunday, |
was waiting here. Today | preach.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Diaz, no one is pushing you. You may conti nue.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you, sir. |
| ove you for that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO | don't
know i f we share that |ove, but --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR Di AZ: But | ran fromthe
church. Fromchurch, | ran today here. Because
today also there is nmoney for Orchard Beach in
the Bronx, Orchard Beach. So if anyone of you
has to be happy, it's ne.

But 1| was willing to sacrifice,
because | gave ny word | ast week. Tonight I'ma
happy man. And not only that, tonight we see the
Rai se the Age. So if we got 65 senior centers
saved in the city, if we have $1.8 billion for
t he Sheridan Expressway in the 32nd Senatori al
District in the Bronx, if we have $1.8 mllion
for Canbridge Arnory, if we have noney for
O chard Beach in the Bronx, and we have Raise the

Age, I'msafe. |'ma happy nan.
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So to all of you, thank you very
much. To the Governor, ny friend the Governor --
no, no, sir, we're not friends. No friend. But
to the Governor, thank you, M. Governor. Thank
you for the interest that you are taking in the
Bronx. Thank you for all the things that you
have been doing in the Bronx and hel pi ng the
bor ough president, the Bronx president, to better
the Bronx. | have to be grateful for that.

And | thank the Governor and | thank
all of you for all this -- that we don't know
where the noney is? It's here. \Were?
Somewhere. The noney is here. So |I've got to be
happy toni ght because I am keeping my word. No
Rai se the Age -- and | was willing, if there was
no Rai se the Age, tonight | would be voting no.
Even with all those things for the Bronx. |If
there woul d not be Raise the Age tonight, |adies
and gentlenen, | would be voting no, with al
these things for the Bronx for ny district,
because | gave mnmy word.

But there is Raise the Age here.

Thanks to God, thanks to all of you that

negoti ated this budget,

all desire to be there.

there are things that we

There are nore things
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that we desire to be there, there are nore things
that we would like to be there, but that was not
the point |ast week. The point |ast week was

Rai se the Age.

Peopl e yelling in the hallway,
people yelling in the street, people picketing in
the offices, picketing in the city, people were
going there, the |obbyists, the everybody -- the
supporters, everybody was Rai se the Age, Raise
the Age, Raise the Age. | don't want to -- |
will -- 1 don't want to hear anynore people
telling here, why we don't get what we want. You
got Raise the Age. That was -- that's what you
wanted. That's what we wanted. 1t's never the
way you want, it's never how much you want it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | wonder
whet her Senator Diaz would yield to a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Diaz, do you yield for a question.

SENATOR DiAZ: | don't want to
yi el d because of you. | don't want to --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. It's going to
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be a nice question.
SENATOR DI AZ: -- when | finish.
VWhen | finish.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. It's going to
be a --

SENATOR Di AZ:  Wen | finish. Let
me -- don't -- don't -- don't cut ny inspiration.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. But you' ve
repeated yourself at least 20 tinmes --

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you. Thank
you.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And there's
ot hers who would |ike to speak.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you. And it
bot hers you, right?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It bothers me
because there are other people that would like to
speak - -

SENATOR DI AZ:  No.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO -- and we
woul d appreci ate your courtesy --

SENATOR DI AZ:  No, huh-unh.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO -- appreciate
your courtesy.

SENATOR DI AZ: Huh- unh. No
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guestion. | have the floor, and because | have
the floor -- | know it bothers you. And |I'm
repeating nyself purposely. I'mdoing it

pur posel y because you commtted -- people that

commt thenselves, they gave their word.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Diaz, let's respect the decorum of the house.

SENATOR Di AZ: | am decorum - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W' ve
gi ven you anpl e opportunity. You actually have
exceeded the debate rule tine right now W're
exercising flexibility.

SENATOR DI AZ:  Oh.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO So be
consci enti ous.

SENATOR DI AZ:  Ch, now I|'ve
violated the rules? Now |'ve violated --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Di az, bl essed are the peacemakers, for they shal
be called the children of God.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Cont i nue.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you very nuch.
But today |I'ma happy nan. You nmade ne -- you

kept ne here | ast Sunday. You kept ne here the
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whol e week for the Raise the Age. |I'mgoing to
repeat nyself. You kept ne here. | didn't go to

church [ ast week. And | ran today. You kept ne

here.

So today, yeah, ho, ho, ho, ho.
Maybe you -- naybe -- nmaybe, Senator DeFrancisco,
maybe this will be the last time you hear ne

here. W knows? Maybe sone ot her pastures.

But tonight, | want to express to
all of you -- and I'mgoing to repeat nyself
again -- when you give your word, you keep your

word. And that's why, out there, people don't
trust politicians. That's why out there people
don't believe in us. That's why people out there
say that we are all liars, because we don't keep
our word. And | want to keep repeating and
repeating and repeating and repeating that | kept
my word. And | congratul ate nyself tonight.

Ladi es and gentl enen, thank you very
much. Senator Jeff Klein, thank you for whatever
you did for this noney. Senator Stewart-Cousins,
t hank you for keepi ng our conference strong.
Thank you, Senator Flanagan, for whatever you did
in the budget. Thank you, all of you. And thank
you, nyself. Thank you, M. President.
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Ah, and M. President, thank you for
the cross that you gave nme today. Thank you.
Today is the grand entrance, and |' m doi ng ny
grand entrance here today.

Thank you very nuch. Maybe |'m
doing ny grand exit. W knows. Thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO God bl ess
you, Senator Diaz.

Senat or Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: On the bill,

M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Sanders on the bill.

SENATOR SANDERS: It is Palm
Sunday, and | just want to put a serious note in,
a note that reflects the brevity -- the brevity,
hmm -- gravity that we need to have at a tine
l'i ke this.

I n Egypt today a suicide bonber bl ew
hi msel f up, killing 44 people who were in a

Christian church there. W need to renenber that
we are in a whole world here, and we need to do
somet hi ng about it.

VWhen | think of this bill, | am --
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there are good things in it, there are things
that need to be watched. And the 421-a plan, of
course, cones to mnd inmmediately. The first
thing that you think of when you think of it is
who created this. And then when you realize who
has created it, you smle and you say, | see.

The 421-a plan, as we're about to
vote on, is a tragedy in the making. [It's going
to cost $2.4 billion in forgone taxes for
New York City. And what do we get for this, for
this af fordabl e housi ng conponent? After
$2.4 billion, we are going to get 2,400 new
af fordabl e units per year. Many of these units
will come online only to go offline, neaning that
as soon as we purchase them we -- we, the people
of New York, New York City in particular -- are
going to purchase these units and as soon as one
person noves out, nmany of themw || no | onger be
af f ordabl e because they're going to cone in so
close to the age of where they lose their
affordability. So we can argue if that's a good
deal .

Yet let's look at it a different
way. Under the program the cost for creating

t hese affordabl e apartnments are approxi mately
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$600, 000 a unit. M friends, $600,000 a unit for
one apartment. W could buy two homes, good
homes, for people at that price. And forget al

t he paperwork. Six hundred thousand dollars a
unit.

| have many concerns about this
budget. You can look into them You can |ook to
how t he Excel si or Schol arshi p works poorly for
poor students. The effects of the | oom ng
federal cuts to the budget, we're not spending
enough time there. The lack of MABE in this
budget. New York City needs design-build badly;
we're not going to have it. CUNY tuition is
going up here -- and SUNY, | believe. The |ack
of ethics reforms. M friends, we cannot forget
these things. The lack of help for ny | ocal
hospi tal s.

Yet there is a -- perhaps a gli mrer
of hope here. And that of course is the rage --
it should be rage -- the Raise the Age portion of
this bill, which seeks to address an egregi ous
wong. And that wong of course is that children
16 and 17 are put into prisons with adults.
Everyone knows that there's a | ot of abuse taking

pl ace with these children. W should nane it and
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say that sonme of these children are being raped.
And yet we're not going to do nmuch about it --
until now.

Now t hat we say we're going to do
some things about it, we should renenber sone of
t he people who -- at |east one of the persons
who, | guess in his owm way, had to die to make
us get to this point: M. Browder, who cones
fromthe Bronx, an exanple of why we shoul d never
have had this policy in the first place.

This bill is not what it should have
been. And if the Senate Denocrats had been in
the room-- that still three nen in a room
business, it's going to cause us nore trouble
than it's worth. |If the Senate Denocrats had
been in the room we would have a far better bil
t han we have now.

Yet success has a hundred fat hers,
and failure is an orphan. Everyone is going to

cl ai m success here for the few steps that we have

taken forward on here. | just want to thank
three folks here -- well, actually I"'mgoing to
do four. | of course have to thank Senator

Vel manette, our Senator, a stalwart who just

fought and just would not let this go. Year
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after year after year, wouldn't let it go, even
when everyone believed that it was ridicul ous and
| aughed. And year and year, hearing no but going
forward anyway. Hard core.

| want to of course thank Senator
Stewart-Cousins. It takes courage to sit where
you're sitting. It takes courage to say, You
know what, although we are not respected as we
shoul d, this conference, we are going to carry
ourselves in a respectful fashion and nove
forward. | thank your | eadership.

Speaker Heastie bet the house on it.
Stated publicly three or four times, not going to
do it unless we have it init. To his credit,
under a |l ot of obstacles, he sawit, he carried
it through.

But |ast but never least, | want to

t hank everybody in this house. Many peopl e had

to do -- made an incredible journey. Started out
at one place, ended up at another place. It's
called growth. Sonetimes it's painful. They

made an incredible journey to say: You know
what, | can nmake sone counterargunents, but at
the end of the day there's a certain anmount of

truth in the argunent that 16- and 17-year-ol ds
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shoul dn't be there -- and you know what, although
| have trepidation, I"mgoing to vote for it.

So | want to thank everyone in this
house for wherever you started to get us to where
we are now. Again, this bill is not perfect.

And indeed, this whole Big Ugly is not perfect.
However, it is something that the peopl e of

New York can find, somewhere in there, sonething
good for their comrunity.

And | thank you for that,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Peralta.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,

M. President.

Looki ng around this chanber today, |
can safely say that this year's budget has been a
long and difficult process. But the good news is
that we're here and we're al nost done. | hope.

| want to take this opportunity to
t hank Senator Klein for his efforts in nmaking
this budget a reality. | also want to thank al
of the IDC staff for working around the clock for

maki ng this happen. At the end of the day, |
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believe that this is a budget that we should al
be proud of, even though we didn't get everything
we wanted out of it.

And | know al t hough sone of ny
col | eagues have picked the budget bills apart,
and even voted agai nst sone of them |'mpretty
sure that even they will pronote this budget in
their newsletters and their social nmedia posts
and anywhere that they can take credit for
sonmething that's good in this budget -- although
some have only been playing politics.

But this is a progressive budget.
want to take tal k about ny priorities. Anyone
who knows me knows that ny priority has al ways
been to protect and enrich inmm grants and
immgrant |ives across New York, whether it's
t hrough social services, |anguage servi ces,
educational or |egal services.

And fromthat conmes ny priority with
t he DREAM Act. As you know, the DREAM Act is ny
bill. It's nmy issue. And frankly, | get
insulted any tinme anyone suggests that it's not
my priority. That's why | was glad and thankf ul
to Senator Klein and ny conference for working

with me to include the dreamin the IDC s
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one- house budget resolution this year, which was

brought to the floor for the first time in years.
W did that. The IDC did that. Even though sone
were told not to vote for it.

And while |I'm di sappointed it's not
in the final budget, | have to stress the overal
priorities involved with hel ping i mmgrants
within this budget. |1'mproud to say that the
| DC has secured $10 mllion in funding for
i mm grant | egal defense services. Not one
mllion, not two mllion, but $10 mllion which
will take this adm nistration head-on in
preserving communities of immgrants that are at
the core, the fabric of New York State.

| want to thank CGovernor Cuono for
acknow edgi ng that Senator Klein and the | DC nade
this a priority. Sinply put, this funding wll
protect people who are at risk of being
deporting, sonme for the sinple reason of just
junping a turnstile. This funding will keep
peopl e here where they, with their famlies, no
matter what sone may say to the contrary.

Because, ny friends, there can be no
dream wi t hout dreanmers. |If Dreaners are getting

deported or if their parents are getting
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deported, then what's the point?

My col | eagues, we're al so
establishing a real crimnal justice reform by
finally passing the Raise the Age right in
New York State. There was sone m sinformation
that was given earlier today, and | pointed it
out to him But the IDC has continued to push
for it, and nowit will nean the end of 16- and
17-year-ol ds across the state having their lives
rui ned by being prosecuted as an adult.

And again, | want to thank Governor
Cuono for pointing out that the Raise the Age
woul d not have happened wi thout the |1 DC and
Senat or Jeff Klein.

We're al so noving to make col |l ege
affordability a reality in New York State,
establishing the Excel sior Schol arship Program
whi ch nmeans free tuition at SUNY and CUNY school s
across the state. This programw ||l allow
househol d incone eligibility to phase up to
$125,000 within the next three years.

In this budget we're al so refusing
to turn our backs on public education and our
school kids by providing noney that's owed to

them |1'mglad that we're noving forward with
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another IDC priority, adding $700 m|lion over
the last year's allocation for Foundation Aid,
for a total l|evel of funding this year that
exceeds $1.1 billion, as the first down paynent
of what is owed to our kids through the Canpai gn
for Fiscal Equity.

Now, based on the mllions that is
owed to ny school districts alone, and assum ng
that these funds are divided equally by the city,
this means that my school districts should
receive about $18 mllion this fiscal year. Now,
that will go a long way to help the children that
| represent succeed during these tough and
unpr edi ct abl e econom c tines.

My col |l eagues, this is real noney,
real change for real school students who are
depending on us to ensure that they are receiving
t he best educati on possi bl e.

Again, | would |ike to thank Senator
Klein for his |eadership throughout this process,
as well as all ny colleagues in the IDC for their
hard work and determ nation

In the end, there's nuch left for us
to do in the com ng nonths, and |I'm gl ad t hat

there are still several nonths left -- not just
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so that we can pass the DREAM Act, but also to
create strong honel essness reform and protect
New Yor kers from ongoi ng wage theft. | know that
"1l be fighting hard to push for these issues,
and | know so will ny I1DC coll eagues, regardless
of, to quote one of my colleagues in the
Assenbly, the politricks that's been played in
t his chanber by some of ny Denocratic coll eagues.

| love the theater tonight, | really
do. Hostile anendnments left and right, Planned
Par ent hood, single payer, ethics reform But
what's not being said is that you' re not actually
voting on the substance, but you're actually on a
procedure. That's being left out.

| love the politics, and | |ove the
theater. But it's about meking sure that we did
the right thing. And to Senator Diaz's point,
t hose who were standing in conference and said
that you wouldn't vote for anything that didn't
have Rai se the Age, that's what you wanted --
well, here it is. | hope you keep your word.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ham | t on.

SENATOR HAM LTON: Thank you,
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M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ham [ton on the bill.

SENATOR HAM LTON: Rai se the Age
brings an end of a practice of traumati zing
children and calling that justice. W bring to
an end a time when our state permts
unscientific, uninformed, and unjust treatnent of
our youth. W end a chapter of cruelty, and we
begin a chapter of conpassi on and common sense in
our justice system

Cruel ty because of the agony
inflicted on youth, their famlies, and New York
communities. A systemthat yields 36 tines a
hi gher |ikelihood of suicide is cruel. A system
that puts children at high risk for rape and
brutalization by adults is cruel. A systemthat
| eaves no room for redenption but accepts
recidivismis cruel

Today we make way for nore
conpassi on and common sense in our justice
system Conpassi on becones the truth about our
comon humanity and our comon frailty, and the
fact that young people -- really, all people --

make m stakes. W know young people with their
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whol e |ives ahead of them can be put on a path to
bei ng productive New Yorkers. That is common
sense.

| cast ny vote for Lywan Reed, a
Brookl ynite who bravely testified at our Raise
t he Age hearing, sharing his personal story of
bei ng i npacted by this. | cast ny vote for
Kal i ef Browder and the nenories of those that
lost their lives. | cast my vote for the
30, 000 New Yorkers each year who will have the
opportunity to atone for their m stakes and
pursue their dreans. | cast ny vote for the 150
16- and 17-year-olds on Rikers Island who deserve
a home, not a cage.

Movi ng our youth off Rikers Island
in a year was ny priority, and |I'mproud to say
that this is getting done. | cast ny vote for ny
staffer who was incarcerated at the age of 16.

He persevered by receiving a master's degree from
Col unmbi a University, and he is now working, with
my office staff, with ex-offenders coping with
ment al issues.

Rai se the Age is the beginning of a
chapter of increased conpassi on and conmpn sense,

and not just a system \When 95 percent of the
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people jailed on R kers Island are bl ack or
brown, confined because nost cannot afford to
make bail, when nearly 20,000 16- and
17-year-olds are arrested for turnstile junping,
there remains roomfor justice reform

As policymakers, as advocates, as
New Yor kers, we nust continue to strive for nore
"just" in our justice system That neans endi ng
br oken wi ndows policies, repairing police
community rel ati ons where they have frayed, and
i ncreasi ng confidence across conmunities in
New York and not just the system

| cast ny vote al ongside ny
col | eagues who have worked for this day for
years. First and forenost, ny fell ow col |l eague
from Ki ngs County, the largest county in the
State of New York, 2.6 mllion people, State
Senat or Vel manette Mont gonery, who has been a
tirel ess advocate for Raise the Age for over a
decade. God bl ess her for her insight, God bless
her for sticking to her norals, and God bl ess her
for sticking up for our children.

Thanks to Governor Cuonob, Senator
Fl anagan, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Speaker

Heastie, and to Jeff Klein, who agreed to nake
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this a top priority this |egislative session.

And t hanks to ny | ndependent Denocratic

Conf erence col | eagues, who have joined nme in
prioritizing Raise the Age. Thanks to ny

Br ookl yn Assenbly col | eagues, Assenbl yman Ni ck
Perry and Assenbl ywonen Di ana Ri chardson, Latrice
Wal ker, and Rodneyse Bichotte. Thanks to all the
advocates and organi zati ons who were critical in
maki ng this vote possible, |ike the NAACP, the
Citizens' Committee for Children of New York, and
yout h representatives in hundreds of groups
across the state who have been advocating for

Rai se the Age for years. And thanks for many
activities, including JimSt. Germain, Tam ka
Mal | ory, and countl ess nore from around New Yor k

and around the country.

As a new Senator, | readily vote for
the Big Ugly. | think certain issues should be
separated and voted on by thenselves -- for

i nstance, 421-a. W're spending a | ot of nopney
on 421-a, billions of dollars. But in ny
community, | have the highest anmount of evictions
rates in ny district. W have 60,000 honel ess
people in New York City, many of them children

But let's not forget, 30 percent of
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honel ess people work every day. They get up,
they go to work, but they can't afford the rents.
So 421-a nmay be a good tool for construction, but
people in nmy community are seeing buil di ngs being
built and when they apply for them they can't
afford to live there. If you nmake m ni mum wage,
you only make $2100 a nonth. The average rent
for a two-bedroomnow is $1800 a nonth. Shelters
shoul d not be the new form of affordabl e housing.

In my conmunity now, we're fighting,
we're protesting because the Gty of New York
spent $43 million to build a shelter where a
t hr ee- bedroom apartnent is only 750 square feet.
But with city-owned | and, the Bedford Arnory, we
could only get 7 percent truly affordable
housi ng. And so when we say affordabl e housi ng,
we al ways say affordable for whon?

| want to prai se Governor Cuono for
bringing $1.4 billion into central Brooklyn for
Vital Brooklyn. It's simlar to what we're doing
with the canpus. M first year as a Senator, we
started the canpus. Now we have 59
comuni ty- based organi zations. And we | ook at
t echnol ogy, coding, STEM W have anti-gang

vi ol ence. W have a community as far as getting
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j obs for people, and we have wel |l ness, with
psychi atrists, psychol ogists, or social workers.
The nunber-two | eadi ng cause of death for people
15 to 35 years old is suicide, and we're not
addr essing that.

Ri ght now with the coding in our
school s, our young nen and wonen are going to
their friends and saying, Hey, coding is cool. |
like coding. Their friends are going to their
schools and telling their teachers, Wiy can't we
code? Now teachers are telling their principals,
Wiy don't we have coding in our schools, or
technol ogy? That's where the jobs are at. And
now principals are calling ny office where they
said, W want coding in our schools.

You can nake $80, 000 a year with a
hi gh school diploma if you're certified in

coding. So why aren't our school s giving our

kids the skill sets to make that happen?
So | just want to say no bill is a
utopian bill. And the ceiling aspect of it, when

we conferenced with the Governor, Senators Lanza,
Cat hy Young and Gallivan, | said, Wiy can't we
have an appeal process where if a person is

turning their life around, why are we waiting
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10 years?

So | don't vote on the Big Ugly, and
| never have. But Raise the Age is going to
change many of our young New Yorkers' lives. And
so | have to say for the young man, Rysheen
Ervin, who was shot in front of ne at our first
canpus neeting -- and he didn't die because -- he
di ed because he didn't get the service that he
needed.

And so for all the young nmen and
wonen in Brownsville who are living in NYCHA
housi ng where | grew up at, | say there is hope.
W do have a future. |Is this the best we can
of fer? Maybe, maybe not. But it's a step in the
right direction.

M. President, | vote yes on this
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Seei ng
and hearing no other Senator that w shes to be

heard, debate is closed and the Secretary w |

ring the bell.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

W wi Il have explanation of votes,
so |l will try to remnd the nmenbers of the
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chanber to try to exercise restraint and keep
within the two-mnute rule that we have to
expl ain votes, please.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Al cantara to explain her vote.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Thank you,

M. President. | will be voting in the
affirmative.

Li ke nmy col |l eague stated, this
budget is not perfect. 421-a doesn't address the
housi ng needs in poor comunities, comunities of
color inthe Gty of New York. But in that --
421-a, after three years, we as elected officials
have an opportunity for the first tine to take a
| ook before the bill -- before it expires to see
and study the anmount of affordable housing that
has been created. And in that three-year period,
we have the opportunity of saying no, we cannot

conti nue 421-a.
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But one thing that I'mreally
excited about this bill is the $10 mllion for
i mm grant communities. A lot of us said it's not
enough. Tell that to Angela Fernandez, fromthe
Nort hern Manhattan Imm gration Coalition, that
when she heard the news, she said, "This is a
Iife-saving opportunity.”™ This is an
organi zation that normally has a $300, 000 budget.
Now t hey have a mllion dollars to handl e cases
of imm grants.

l"man inmgrant fromthe Dom nican
Republic; | represent Washington Heights. It has
one of the largest immgrant groups in this
nei ghbor hood. And for a |lot of people, this
isn't enough. For people in ny nei ghborhood,
this is life-saving. For immgrants, the fact
that orders of protection are going to be
translated in the top three | anguages i n whatever
county that it's spoken, this is something big.

For imm grants, the fact that
Lati nos have the highest rate of suicide, and we
have noney in the budget to do suicide prevention
in the Latino commnity, for us, this is a big
deal .

For famlies |ike one of -- ny
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di rector of operations, her husband is a police
of ficer and they have three kids. And this is
what she said to ne: "I amnot going to nove out
of New York, because ny kid is going to be able
to go to college for free." This is a police
officer, a public servant that puts his life on
the street every day.

And because of that, thousands of
New Yorkers, immgrants and noni mm grants, wl|
be able to get a college education, and that's
why I"mvoting for the bill.

Last and not |east, safety net --
$12 mllion for safety-net hospitals.
Hospitals -- let me rem nd everybody that both
the Assenbly and the Senate passed the safety-net
bill, and it's our Governor who has not signed
it. For the first time, 1199, NYSUT, CM are
happy, because at | east we have $12 mllion to
work with for our nost vul nerable hospitals.

Last but not |east, Raise the Age.
Tell that to the 30,000 black and brown kids who
are not going to be in Rikers by 2018, that this
is not good enough. Tell that to other
juveniles that are going to be going to Fam |y

Court and getting nental health services, that
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this is not good enough.

Last but not |east, you know, | want
to thank Senator Montgonery and Senator Diaz, one
of the two people in here that have not played
politics with this.

Senat or Lanza, thank you for all the
work you did and sat down in the | ounge and
expl ained to us howthis is going to work
Senator Gl livan, thank you for your efforts, and
the rest of ny coll eagues.

But let's be honest, guys. There's
30-sonet hi ng Denocrats. Al one, we could have not
done this. So we want to be the boogeyman and
stepping around. And | want to thank Jeff Klein.
| want to thank you because wi thout you, this
woul d have not been done. And we as hunman bei ngs
need to be learn to be grateful.

And | know that, you know, oh, ny
God, why woul d you want to thank sonebody in the
| DC.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco - -

SENATOR ALCANTARA: But pl ease,
wi t hout Senator Klein and nenbers of the | DC and,

yes, Carl Heastie --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR ALCANTARA: -- this would
have never --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | just wanted
to know if two mnutes was up yet, that's all.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Al cantara, could you pl ease concl ude.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes, thank you.
| want to thank all my coll eagues that worked
with all of us on this. | know this was not an
easy issue for some of ny coll eagues upstate, but
we are grateful.

And yet this is not a perfect
budget, but we still have time this year and the
rest of next year to put and work on the things
that we want to do. Thank you, all ny
col | eagues. Thank you, the staff of the |IDC
You guys are awesone. Until 3 o'clock in the
norni ng, working to help us get this done. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO How do

you vote? How do you vote?
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SENATOR ALCANTARA: Si, si, si.
Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Al cantara, si.

Senator LaValle to explain his vote.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,

M. President.

This has been a year for higher
education. The Governor has used his negaphone
to say |'mputting sone noney on the table, and
hi gher education is inportant.

But each and every nenber here
shoul d take great pride in knowi ng that college
affordability has been critically inmportant to
this chanber. W have, dependi ng on the nunber,
150, 000, 180, 000 students who are receiving an
af f or dabl e educati on.

One of the things that we did in
this budget is maintenance of effort, which nmeans
for the first time we're putting noney forward to
fund our higher education State University, City
Uni versity system

And when the CGovernor offered his
program he also offered a $250 increase in

tuition at both the State University and the City
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University. And | know the State University

| obbi ed very heavily for that additional tuition.
It started at $250 for five years; we got it down
to $200 for four years.

But one of the things that SUNY has
said to ne for years is that just allow us,
what ever the tuition is, up to -- and, you know,
we won't necessarily go to that high tuition
Leave it to us.

And so tonight, M. President, |
offer a challenge to the State University and the
City University to use their power to not go to
the 200. They can phase it in -- 50, 100, 175,
200 -- over four years. O they can choose
what ever nunber over the four years, but under
$200.

That is the challenge that | offer,
and | hope each nenber here will challenge them
to put their noney where their nouth has been.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
LaVall e to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Dilan to explain his vote.

SENATCR DI LAN: M. President, |

rise to explain ny vote.
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And col | eagues, we all know t hat
this nmeasure will pass today, and the good and
t he bad conponents will becone law. This bill
has ride sharing for upstate conmunities that
need and want it. However, there is no | anguage
to address accessibility for the disabl ed.

And we m ssed the opportunity to
drive needed funds for upstate infrastructure.
Rai se the Age is included, but it did not work
for true raising of the age. W nmake attendi ng
coll ege in New York nore affordable, but we do
not hi ng to address grow ng student debt.

We have allocated $2.5 billion for
clean water infrastructure, but there is no
details on New York City Housing Authority
fundi ng, our l|argest housing infrastructure. |
have 22 New York City Housing Authority
devel opnments within my district. This past
Sunday, 200 residents called for basic repairs.
They need roofs, elevators, nmail boxes, w ndows
and other mscellaneous itens fixed in their
devel opnents. The feds are already cutting
fundi ng, and yet we do nothing. One of every
four people in New York City resides in NYCHA

devel opnments, and | cannot tell themhelp is on
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its way in this bill.

There's noney for transportation
infrastructure. | hear every day from
constituents about overcrowdi ng, delays, track
failures -- and yet this budget sweeps
$65 mllion fromthe MIA. | have already
expressed ny thoughts with a 421-a resurrection
t hat | acks reformns.

Col | eagues, we are being asked to
t ake an up-or-down vote on too many unrel ated and
incredibly inportant issues. | am aware that
governance i s about conprom se, conming to an
agreenent, but | cannot in good conscience vote
for this budget, so | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Dilan to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Savino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President. | will try and be as brief as

possible and do it within the two m nutes

al |l otted.

| plan on voting in the affirmtive
on this bill for a lot of reasons. There's a |ot
of very good things in this bill, and you' ve

heard many peopl e tal k about themtonight --
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record education aid, finally recognizing the

val ue of our human service workforce, putting
real noney behind that, noney for immgrant | egal
services, $200 mllion for NYCHA. | could go on
and on. Foreclosure prevention services.

Runaway horel ess youth, we're raising the age to
age 25. That's not the only raise the age.

There are so many good t hi ngs.

But | would be remss if | did not
say the reason I'mvoting for this bill is
because of Raise the Age. Now, | think Senator
Sanders made nmention earlier of one of ny
favorite expressions in politics, that success
has many parents and failure is an orphan. That
is probably no nore true than on this issue.

In 2009 and 2010 when Senat or
Mont gonery chaired the Children and Famlies
Conmittee, she focused on this issue, and in 2011
when | chaired the commttee, | chaired the first
Senate hearing on this issue. And when | held
t hat hearing, she was the only one who sat next
to me. Nobody el se cared enough to even attend
the hearing that we did together.

And here we are, five years |ater,

part of a national trend, actually. It didn't
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start in New York, it happened across the
country. Thirty-two other states since then have
taken up the opportunity to raise the age of
crimnal responsibility.

And for those who care enough to
actually do the research, if you want to conpare
appl es to appl es, oranges to oranges, or bananas
t o bananas, what we have done here in New York
State is better than any other state has done
forward -- done up until now. And we should be
proud of that.

We shoul d be proud of the fact that
while we may have started this, others took up
the cause. We would not be here tonight had it
not been for, first, Governor Cuonp, who deci ded
to make this a budget issue, but nost inportantly
the | eader of the IDC, who said this was a
priority for our conference, for Senator Jesse
Ham [ ton, who said it was a priority for him As
a man, as a nenber of the Senate, he could not go
home wi t hout getting this passed.

So there are a | ot of parents on
this issue right now, but I would not be able to
stand here and say that this was a success

wi t hout the support of those people.
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We are going to make profound change
in the lives of young people -- | know, Joe. W
are going to make profound change in the |ives of
young people. And for those who don't think it
goes far enough, | will rem nd you, we are not
dropping off the end of the earth tonight. W
wi Il be back here next nonth, we will be back
here next year. Laws are nmade to amend them W
have a task force as part of this bill. W wl
be able to | ook at what we're doing as we go
forward and nake changes, nmake inprovenents.

So | amvery proud to vote on what

has been called an abom nation. | don't think
so. | think this is a great piece of
legislation. It reflects a real commtnent to

t he people of the State of New York

| vote proudly in the affirmative,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Savino to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Jacobs to explain his vote

SENATOR JACOBS: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to cast ny first vote
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for a New York State budget. | had great hope
that | would feel nmuch nore confortabl e about
this vote tonight than | do.

First, | amelated that today we are
casting a vote and bringing ride sharing to the
entire State of New York, renedying an inequity
that we have had where New York City has had ride
sharing and the rest of the state has not.

But I amequally unconfortable with
the major policies that have been put into this
budget that | don't believe should be in a budget
docunent, whether it be 421-a, Raise the Age, or
the Governor's free tuition proposal. | believe
that these are major policy itenms that should be
dealt with outside the budget and given the due
del i beration that they deserve.

Al ong the sanme |ines of the
Governor's free tuition proposal, whether you are
in favor of this or not, | think nost woul d agree
that this is a major new education initiative and
creating a new entitlenment program for New York
State. As nmany have spoken about the uncertainty
of Medicaid funding fromthe federa
government -- the Governor noting this on many

occasi ons, and whet her we shoul d have a pernanent
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budget this year or wait until we know of that --
then I don't find it nakes much sense to pass a
whol e new, major new obligation in ternms of this
new free tuition program

To conclude, with all the
reservations that | have on this budget, | wll
be voting for this budget because to vote agai nst
this budget would put children in ny public
schools in nmy district in a precarious position
because the school boards will be unable to nake
responsi bl e votes in terns of their budgeting and
woul d have to make major cuts in staffing.

| amgoing to vote for this budget
because it will be hel ping the devel opnental |y
di sabl ed community to pay appropriately the
wor kers who do those inportant jobs.

And | will vote for this budget so
additional funding will go towards conbating the
heroin epidem c that is a scourge in our
comunities throughout this state.

| wll vote for all of these, but |
will vote with -- because these are the core. |
will vote for this budget because these are the
core and fundanental functions of government that

shoul d be voted for within the context of the
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budget. But | lanment that | feel these core
government functions have been essentially held
host age by these maj or new policies that have
been inserted and ranmed into this program

Since the Pataki v. Silver ruling
several years ago, we have seen a grow ng and
i ncreasi ng abuse of the budget process to pass
maj or new policy itens. | believe we need reform
so we do not have to endure what we had to endure
this time around in this budget.

Thank you. And | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Jacobs to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Seward to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

Wil e ride sharing has been
avai l abl e for use all across the country and in
the Gty of New York for a nunber of years now,
t he bal ance of New York State has been, in
effect, left standing at the curb. And that's
about to change in the legislation that we are
about to enact here this evening.

You know, by making ride sharing
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avai |l abl e throughout the state, there's now goi ng
to be nore options than ever for New Yorkers to
secure safe, affordable, reliable transportation
services. And that will be true for residents
and visitors to our state alike. You know,
busi ness executives, tourists, college students
and everyone in between, they all utilize ride
sharing when visiting cities and communities
across the country, and now they will be able to
do the same throughout the State of New York
And in doing so, the balance of the state will be
able to realize the econonmic, the environnenta
and public safety benefits of ride sharing.

You know, our Senate |nsurance
Commttee and this body as a whole has taken a
| eadership role in bringing ride sharing to al
of New York State. Last June, this body passed
| egislation to do exactly that. Earlier this
year, we did the sanme. And |I'mdelighted that we
have been able to include ride sharing in this
budget that we are enacting here tonight.

So, M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Seward to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Bonacic to explain his vote.
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SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
M. President.

| stand to say several things. One,
" mgoing to thank several of ny coll eagues who
wor ked very hard in critical areas to bring
closure to this budget. W' ve defeated all new
taxes; all new fees are not in this budget.

Senat or LaVal l e, college
affordability, nore noney for TAP, both for the
i ndependent and the private colleges as well as
t he public coll eges.

Senat or Murphy, continuing to fight
on heroin addiction.

Senator Lanza, Senator Young,
Senator Gl livan that worked very hard on Rai se
the Age. And, you know, we've heard -- this was

the dom nating theme in bringing closure to this

budget .

And as -- you know, | didn't study
this subject much until it was raised to a higher
level. And an interesting statistic is worth

sharing. Since 2013, there were over 33,000
arrests for 16- and 17-year-olds, over 33, 000.
You know how many went to jail? About 540.

That's 1.5 percent of all the 16- and
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17-year-ol ds that were arrested.

And that's a tribute to our district
attorneys, to our probation, and to our judges,
who know that 16- and 17-year-olds, their brains
may not be fully fornul ated and they need anot her
chance. And they gave them anot her chance, those
98.5 percent since 2013. So | know as nuch as
you' ve been fighting for Raise the Age, keep that
statistic in mnd.

Senat or Hannon, who fought very hard
for the bond act for the clean water. And that
was -- it will be acrisis that | think will be
escal ati ng, because we have a lot of old
infrastructure in the State of New York.

| vote aye. Thank you very nuch
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Bonacic to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or DeFranci sco to concl ude the
expl anati on of votes.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. | heard
many, many people on both sides of the aisle talk
about how this budget bill is a budget bill that
there's a lot of things you |like and there's a

ot of things you don't like. And | certainly am
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of the same opi nion.

But | want to piggyback on sonething
Senat or Jacobs said. This is his first budget
that he's going through. And that is this
process of having nmajor issues being forced
t hrough t he budget process has got to stop. W
coul d probably have a budget in a nonth if it was
truly just a budget. But it's not only this
Governor, but every Governor before this
Governor, whether it's a good policy or a bad
policy -- and in ny judgnment, sonme of the
policies in this are not good. And it should be
debat ed separately, and it shoul d be determ ned
separately.

What | hope we do is this. The
Pat aki vs. Silver case that put a stanp of
approval on this process, that the Governor coul d
put a budget together no matter what's init,
whether it's related to the budget or not, that
we shoul d pass legislation calling for a
constitutional anendnment -- because | guess the
case was based on constitutional grounds -- to
stop this practice. And if we pass it in both
houses and the Covernor vetoes it, because it's

obviously not to his advantage -- oh, he can't
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vote it because it's a resolution for a
constitutional amendnent.

We should pass it in both houses in
successive legislatures and push at a -- during a
vote, a referendumvote, to have it becone the
| aw of the land. Then we can truly say that
we' re working on a budget, not on the policy of
the State of New York as the prine focus and a
budget as al nost an add-on that has been
happeni ng over the |ast several years.

Wth rmuch reservation, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 558, those recorded in the negative are
Senators Dilan, Rivera and Squadron.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Al so Senat or
Hoyl man.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.
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Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. Pl ease take
up Cal endar 557, Bill Print 2004D.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Young noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Finance,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 3004D and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 2004D, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 557.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
substitution is so ordered.

Now |'m going to ask the Secretary
to read, then we're going to accept the nmessage,
then we're going to have an appeal, | think, from
Senator G anaris. Let's take it one at a tine.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
557, Budget Bill, Assenbly Print 3004D, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
governnent: CAPI TAL PROJIECTS BUDGET.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco, there is a nessage at the desk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Move to
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accept .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Al in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
nmessage i s accept ed.

The bill is before the house.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay aside the
bill, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bill
will be laid aside.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Actually, 1 just wanted to see if
you had any interesting biblical quotes for the
nmonent .

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO I may

have sone topical hunor for you, though
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(Laughter.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: Yes. | believe
there's an amendnent at the desk, M. President.
| ask that the reading be waived and t hat
Senat or Hoyl man be heard on the anendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Upon revi ew of the anendnent that
has been presented at the desk, in accordance
with Rule VIl of the Senate, we rule that the
anmendnent that has been proposed i s nongernane.

And | will recognize Senator Hoyl man
to be heard on the appeal.

Senat or Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| " m shocked you're such a stickler
for itenms being germane, given this budget. But
Il will -- 1'"d like to explain to you why | think
this is a germane item

On June 12, 2016, a 29-year-old nman
killed 49 peopl e and wounded 53 others in a hate
crinme and terror attack inside a gay nightclub in
Ol ando called Pulse. It was the deadliest mass

shooting by a single individual, and the
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deadl i est incident of violence against LGBT
people in U S. history. It was also the nost
deadly terror attack in the United States since
Sept enber 11t h.

The Covernor, to his credit, had
proposed in his Executive Budget a $1 million
allocation for a nmenorial to the victinms of the
LGBT terror/hate crine in Olando in ny Senate
district. The Assenbly agreed with that
allotnent, but the Senate rejected it. And |
have to ask why that is the case.

It truly shocks the conscience that
this body would renove funding, $1 mllion, which
is 6/10,000ths of a percent of the State Budget,
for a menorial to innocent victinms -- nmen, wonen,
gay, straight, Latino, Caucasian,

African- Amrerican, all cut down in the prine of
their lives.

And especially when you consi der,
M. President, that we have such an increase in
hate crimes in this state, in the Gty of
New York, and across the country. There has been
a 100 percent increase of hate crines in the
United States; in New York City, a 123 percent

increase of anti-Semtic incidents, a 180 percent
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increase in hate crines agai nst people of color.

This is a small allocation of the
state budget that speaks vol unmes about the val ues
of New Yorkers. For the State Senate to reject
it out of hand is malicious and cruel. | can
al nost picture an individual in a cartooni sh way
twi zzling his nmustache as he cut out the funding
for $1 million for a menorial.

| would argue that we have an
obligation to New Yorkers, especially young
New Yor kers, who see the actions of this body as
representative of the values of our state. |
urge ny colleagues to join ne, with all due
respect, in rejecting the chair's decision.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Hoyl nan.

The vote before the house is on the
procedures of the house. All those in favor of
overruling the rule of the chair, signify by
sayi ng aye.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

G anaris has requested a show of hands. It is so
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or der ed.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
ruling of the chair is affirnmed.

Senator Rivera, the bill is before
t he house.

SENATOR RI VERA: To explain ny
vote, M. President. O on the bill.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Do you want
to explain your vote, or do you want to speak on
the bill?

SENATOR RI VERA: On the bill, very
briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Very
briefly on the bill.

SENATCR RI VERA: This bill is for
capital projects. There's one in particular that
Senat or Diaz brought up earlier, and | wanted to

underline it. And that is the Kingsbridge

National Ice Center in ny district -- as a matter
of fact, just a couple of blocks -- just a block
fromm house. | can see it fromny w ndow,
actual ly.

It is a project that nany of you
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m ght have heard about. It is to transformthe
Ki ngsbridge Arnmory, which is the | argest arnory
in the continental United States, into the

| argest ice sports facility in the world.

Now, |'ve said this before on this
floor, | think. |'mfrom Puerto Rico. For ne,
ice is sonething you put in a rumdrink. | have

never ice skated in ny life, and I do not
envision learning howto do it, even though this
thing is going to be a block fromm house. Too
old -- 1'l'l break ny hip, et cetera.

But the reason |'ve always been
supportive of the project is because the
devel oper, even though it's an idea that | never
woul d have thought woul d have really taken any
hol d of nme, was because the devel oper in good
faith -- and certainly the thanks are due in
| arge part to the borough president, to
Ruben Diaz, Jr., in the Bronx, who brought a
devel oper to the table who in good faith
negotiated with the community to put together
what is known as a community benefits agreenent.
It is a legally binding docunent that, once the
project goes into effect, will create all sorts

of great conditions in the comunity.
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Wet her we're tal king about | ocal
j obs, whether we're tal king about every job nore
than Iiving wage, 50,000 square feet of comunity
space that could be utilized by the conmunity,
whet her we're tal king about 1 percent of gross
revenue a year put into a cormmunity fund to be
used for conmunity purposes, et cetera -- for al
t hese reasons, even though again | amnot an ice
skater nor will | ever be an ice skater, I'm
supportive of this project.

And even though certainly there's a

ot of criticismthat you can |lob at this budget,

this particular bill -- because again, folks,
we're tal king about bill by bill. In this
particular bill, and certainly as it relates to
this particular capital project, | certainly

t hank the Governor as well as the borough

presi dent for doing everything that he needed to
do to make sure that the noney is there. Now
call on everybody, neaning both the Enpire State
Devel opnent Corporation as well as the Econonic
Devel opnent Corporation in the Gty of New York
to work collectively to make sure that this

proj ect goes forward.

| ama believer in this project
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because | think it would have an inpact on the
community. It is not a boondoggle. Again, it is
a loan that this noney is being allocated for.
And this devel opnent, again, will have a

t remendous i npact on the community that | live
in, the community that | represent, and certainly
the Bronx at large, considering that in a couple
of years you m ght have a few O ynpians fromthe
Bronx -- sonebody maybe playi ng NHL hockey, or
sonmebody on the Wnter O ynpics that never had

t he opportunity before and now will.

So it is why I am supportive of the
project, and it is why | am supportive of this
budget bill before us. | will be voting in the
affirmative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kennedy on the bill.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: I'd like to rise
in support of this portion of the bill, the

capital projects budget for, in large part, the
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second round of the Buffalo Billion funding that
will be comng to our region out in Wstern
New Yor k.

The first round of the Buffalo
Billion was |i ke an adrenaline shot to our
community. And as Western New Yorkers have
Wi t nessed over the course of not only years and
decades, but unfortunately for generations, we
have been left out of the m x of inportant
deci sions that have been nade here in the State
Capitol. And we're finally getting the attention
that we rightfully deserve as the second | argest
city in the state.

And seeing that our econony is
nmoving in the right direction, this second round
of Buffalo Billion funding, hundreds of mllions
of dollars that's going to go into projects like
conti nued expansion of the University of Buffalo,
expanding the DL&Wrail term nal in downtown
Buf fal o, continued investnent into worker
training -- and, you know, we talk about
investing in the infrastructure of our roads and
bridges. The infrastructure of our people, in
gi ving individuals an opportunity, through worker

trai ning prograns, to enhance their lives and in
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turn enhance the econony, is nore inportant than
anyt hi ng el se.

What we're seeing now, follow ng up
on the Governor's commtnent to Buffalo, this
second round of funding fromthe Governor, who |
thank incredibly, as a Buffalonian, is funding
that's going to help revitalize our community
l'i ke never before.

And we tal k about the psyche of
Buf fal o changi ng just as the econony is changi ng.
And for years, people were |eaving our comunity
by the tens of thousands. M generation left by
the tens of thousands between the years of 2000
and 2010.

And it was for that reason that |
deci ded to get involved in government to begin
with, the fact that our conmunity was bl eeding
not only jobs out of the region and out of the
state, but bl eeding our youth -- the brain drain,
the future of our community.

Now we're seeing the mllennials
com ng back. W're seeing them stay, and people
that have | eft cone back to our conmunity. And
it's enlightening, but it's exciting, and we are

thrilled to support the Buffalo Billion Squared
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in this capital projects portion of the budget.

A few weeks ago | stood with the
| eadership fromthe Buffal o Niagara Medica
Canmpus, the NFTA, the Buffal o N agara
Partnership, the University at Buffalo, and nany
others, calling for this funding to be included
in the budget. | nade a pledge and a conm t nent
that I wouldn't vote for this budget w thout the
i nclusion of the second round of the Buffalo
Billion.

| amthrilled that I'mable to
support this portion of the budget and the budget
as a whol e because this inportant funding is
going to help the City of Buffalo and Western
New Yor k continue the transformati on from decades
of decline to the wind at our back and nonentum
on our side and jobs and econom c devel opnent
bei ng created.

Wth that, M. President, |I'm proud
to support this. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,
M. President. One nore time | --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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Diaz on the bill.

SENATOR DIAZ:  On the bill.

One nore tinme | take this
opportunity to express ny appreciation to
Governor Cuonop for the interest and the
conm tment that he has nade to the Bronx, to the
Bronx borough president, Ruben Diaz, Jr., and to
all that have nade this project, this bill, going
t hr ough.

The Ki ngsbridge Arnory has been
there, a nice building, abandoned for many, many
years. There have been nmany projects, people
have been playing with the idea. And Governor
Cuono decided to invest in the Bronx.

Sonme tinme ago the Bronx was the
borough and the county in the state with the
hi ghest unenpl oynent rate. The Governor deci ded
to open an office of enploynment in the Bronx.
H's relationship with ny son, the Bronx borough
president, has given fruit. Now the Bronx
unenpl oynment rate is less than 6 percent.

So | join ny coll eague Senator
Rivera in thanking all of those involved in
maki ng sure that the Kingsbridge Arnory noney is

there. | have been, for one, a heavy critic of
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Governor Cuono. | have been criticizing himfor
many, many tinmes. But tonight, in this budget
and in the one previously, | have to thank him
because he has been very instrunental again --
and I"'mgoing to repeat nyself again -- he has
been very instrunental in hel ping the Bronx
unenpl oynent rate cone down.

So thank you to all of you. Thank
you to all the conference. And | know that ny
conference and the IDC has to get together and
make one, stronger. Meanwhile, | thank Senat or
Kl ein, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins for all the
work and all the patience. One day, one day, we
shal |l overcone. One day, we shall overcone.
don't knowif I will be with you to see it
happen, but one day, we shall overcone.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Seei ng
and hearing no other Senator that w shes to be
heard, debate is closed. The Secretary will ring
t he bell .

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Is there
any Senator that wi shes to explain their vote?

Senat or Young to concl ude
expl anat i ons.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

And | was just going over sone of ny
emails that |'ve gotten tonight, and one of them
really stood out. And it was fromone of ny
constituents who had a question about whet her
there was any SAFE Act funding included in this
budget .

So | have a fact sheet here on the
SAFE Act funding, and | just want to go over that
briefly because I want to clarify and give the
facts and the truth once and for all.

Fundi ng for the inplenentation of
t he SAFE Act was never -- and | underscore
never -- discretely lined out in any of the
enact ed budgets since the creation of that
stat ut e.

Staff fromthe Division of the

State Police, the Division of Crimnal Justice
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Services and the Ofice of Information Technol ogy
Servi ces worked to inplenment various state | aws,
and the positions cannot be isolated to SAFE Act
functi ons.
The only funding that has ever been
identified as SAFE Act funding was an O fice of
| nf ormati on Technol ogy Servi ces capital
reappropriation, and this was confirnmed in March
of 2015. The anount earmarked for the creation
of an anmmuniti on database was cut, it was cut,
and has never been restored. To date, no
addi ti onal appropriations have been identified.
Under the Division of State
Police -- and | understand, M. President, that's
in the next bill, but I want to cover both at the
sanme tinme. The State Operations Budget includes
funding for the Division of State Police in
| unp-sum appropriations to work on vari ous
progranms. There is no new funding, nor is any
funding for the SAFE Act discretely |lined out.
There al so have been comments that
the fiscal year 2018 budget all ocated
$3.2 million in personnel costs associated with
the SAFE Act. It does not.
And finally, in this bill -- and
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this is very relevant -- there is a $4.6 mllion
reappropriation. And the Division of Budget, in
response to a question that the Senate posed
earlier this year during the budget process, they
gave an explanation regarding that $4.6 mllion
reappropriation amount. It says: "The Ofice
for Informati on Technol ogy Services expects to
spend this $4.6 mllion reappropriation on
identified IT initiatives, including the
enterprise, tine and attendance, and data center
consolidation projects, by the end of this fiscal
current year." No SAFE Act funding.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, how do you vote?

SENATOR YOUNG | vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Young to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d you
pl ease take up Cal endar 556, Bill Nunmber 2000D.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read the substitution.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Young noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Finance,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 3000D and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 2000D, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 556.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
substitution is so ordered.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Is there a
nessage at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
a nmessage at the desk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Move to
accept .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Al in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
nmessage i s accept ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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556, Budget Bill, Assenbly Print 3000D, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
governnment: STATE OPERATI ONS BUDGET.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO (I naudi bl e.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO  Read the

| ast -- excuse ne?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Last section.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Last
section. | thought you said lay it aside.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Squadron to explain his vote.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,
M. President.

The hour is late, the budget is
comng to a close after quite an odyssey -- a

| onger one than we've had in nany years, over

many days -- and we've discussed the good and the
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bad in this budget. And we started talking about
this issue, and | think it's appropriate that we
end tal king about this issue.

In all of the budget bills we' ve
passed here -- 11, | believe -- 117

SENATOR SAVI NO. El even.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

-- there was no significant ethics

reform This is the state operations bill. It's
not just the last bill, it's also a bill that
tal ks about how we operate as a state. It funds

a |l ot of those operations, including some parts
of our own.

And the fact that we are conti nuing,
year after year, with business as usual. W saw
that with a budget process that was confusing,
cl oaked in darkness, had sone good outcomes and
some | ess good outcones, but did not enpower the
peopl e of the State of New York, did not enpower
their 62 representatives in this house or their
150 in the other house.

At a time when we continue to have
the drip, drip, drip of corruption and
accusations, we have an LLC | oophol e which you've

heard ne tal k about before that allows unlinmted,
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nearly anonynmous contributions to flood our
political system W have issues of conflicts of
i nterest and pay-to-play.

There are certainly some great
things in this budget, certainly sonme problemtic
things in this budget. But the fact that ethics
sinply didn't appear over the last 11 bills in
the last nonths is disappointing. The Governor
tried. He put it in. And frankly this house,
fromits one-house to its final budget, said no
to ethics reform

On this bill, | do say yes, but next
year let's do better.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Squadron to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, that conpletes
all action on the Senate Suppl enental Cal endar
33A before the house.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Senator Giffo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
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Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Wul d you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Stewart-Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Order in
t he house, please. Oder in the house.

Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President. Thank you, M. President.

First of all, I think, Iike
everyone, we want to thank the staff, who has
j ust been incredible during what has been a very,
very long and difficult budget season. Certainly
the staff on both sides of the aisle, you ve done
i ncredi ble work, and we are extrenely grateful.

| wanted to al so just to acknow edge
my staff, my chief of staff, Suzy Ballantyne, and
my counsel, Shontell Smth, and ny director of
finance, Felix Muiniz; conmuni cations director,
M ke Murphy.

And | al so wanted to thank Senat or
G anaris for your hard work and recogni ze the
work of the Finance Conmmittee. | certainly take
my hat off to Cathy Young, and to nmy own ranker,
Li z Krueger, who is just unable to be here but

our thoughts and our prayers are with her and her
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famly.

O course | want to thank Senator
Fl anagan for conmunicating in -- as nmuch as you
could, and certainly Senator Klein for, you know,
getting through what has been, again, as | said,
a very, very difficult budget process. And
obvi ously, you know, | want to thank the Governor
for, you know, noving things in this house.

| al so have to thank Speaker
Heastie, certainly for all his hard work and for
that work on Raise the Age and drawing that |ine
in the sand.

And | especially want to thank al
of the menmbers of my conference. W know how
difficult it is being in this situation, and yet,
every day, you do it with integrity, you do it
with dignity, you do it with a commtnent to the
peopl e who sent you here. You do it
relentlessly, you do it whether you're inforned
or not infornmed -- because we inform everyone of
where we stand and where we want to see this body
go on behal f of the people of New York State.

And so al though we have fulfilled
our constitutional responsibility of passing a

budget, we shouldn't be breaking out any
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chanpagne. The budget is over a week late, and
we're still unable to achieve all of the policies
t hat New Yorkers deserve. VWile there are sone
good things in this budget, there are too many
hal f neasures and too many things conpletely |eft
out .

The budget for sure may show sone
progress, but let's be clear. 1It's not
progressive. Progress is providing nore school
aid, but a progressive budget woul d have
recogni zed our obligations to the CFE and fully
funded our public education system

Progress is taking some steps to
hel p 16- and 17-year-olds who run afoul of the
| aw, but progressive would have been a nore
conprehensi ve raising of the age.

Let ne just give you an exanpl e.
And Senat or Murphy, |'m | ooking at you because |
was | ooking at the |ocal paper and | read the
story of a 17-year-old who was in a nmall who
broke into a cookie kiosk, and he stole a cake.

SENATOR MURPHY: | didn't do it.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: No, it

wasn't you, it was a 17-year-old. And the cookie
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kiosk -- | know, you're 18; right? -- and he
stol e this cake.

Under the old Raise the Age, that
kid would go to crimnal court. Under the
so-cal l ed progressive Raise the Age, that kid is
going to crimnal court. That's what we're
tal ki ng about .

VWhat we're saying is that a nore
progressi ve Rai se the Age woul d have been
i mpl enented i medi ately, it would have reduced
the time to seal records, it would have had the
maj ority of nonviolent and violations and those
kinds of things originating in Famly Court.

| respect the work that's been done
and I know, you know, everybody did a |ot. But
the reality is that a progressive budget would
have included the Raise the Age version that ny
col | eague Senator Vel manette Montgomery has been
fighting for for so many years.

And again, you know, | can't thank
you enough because this is a popul ation that, but
for strong, relentless voices, would be
absolutely marginalized, forgotten, and put in a
system whi ch woul d benefit |ots of other people

but never them So | thank you for that.
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Let nme go back to the progressive
budget, though. A truly progressive budget would
have addressed other crucial crimnal justice
reforns, including ensuring a speedy trial and
reform ng the bail system

Progress i s addressing coll ege
affordability for both public and private
school s, but progressive woul d have been passing
t he DREAM Act to hel p thousands of New Yorkers
who only want a fair shot at earning an education
and achi eving the American dream

Progress woul d have been codifying
our state's health exchange into | aw, which sadly
we didn't. But progressive would have been
i npl enenting a single-payer insurance plan.

Progress is certainly investing in
our state's water infrastructure, but progressive
woul d have been us not stripping funds from RG3E ,
which is used for our environnmental protection.

Progress is allocating nmuch-needed
devel opnent aid to upstate communities |ike
Buf falo. Progressive would have been directing
noney and maki ng sure that conmunity schools were
resourced, and to help rebuild crunbling school

infrastructures |ike those in nmy honmetown in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1969

Yonkers.

Progress i s ensuring nore
devel opnent of housing. Progressive would have
made sure we created and maintained nore truly
af f or dabl e housi ng.

Progress is taking care of direct
care workers, but progressive would have al so
acted on | ong-deferred COLA increases for human
services workers in OPWDD, OWH, and QASAS

Progress woul d actual ly have
recogni zed the ethics problemin Al bany, and a
progressi ve budget woul d have passed strong
ethics reformto restore New Yorkers' trust in
gover nnent .

So, ny coll eagues, we've seen over
t he past few nonths that New Yorkers are really
scared, they're concerned what's going to happen
as it cones down from Washington, and they're
engaged nore than ever with what's happening
right here in Al bany.

Thi s budget offered state governnent
the chance to stand up for New Yorkers' rights
and send a cl ear nessage that we woul d adhere to
progressi ve val ues during these chall enging

tines.
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While this budget failed to address
many critical issues, we have an opportunity to
address these issues in the nonths ahead. In
January, Denocrats had an opportunity to unite
and provide a truly progressive budget blueprint.
That didn't happen.

So this budget may represent
progress, but certainly it isn't progressive.
The majority of New Yorkers, however, expect us
to do better, and I hope in the com ng nonths and
years we wll.

Thank you.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President. Thank you. | know the hour is
late, but this is, | think, a budget that each
and every one of us can be very proud of.

First | want to thank the Governor,
our chief executive, for really doing I think a
tremendous job in making sure this whol e budget
cane to fruition. | think -- he's our chief

executive, but | think he al so becane sort of our
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chi ef nedi at or.

| also want to thank Senator Cousins
and nost of all Senate Majority Leader John
Fl anagan. Once again, | think the coalition with
the I DC and the Republicans proved, once again,
that we can conme together, we can negotiate, we
can conprom se and we come up with a budget that
| think is first-rate that we all can proudly
vote for.

First and forenost, | want to thank
al so the nmenbers of the | ndependent Denocratic
Conference. They have worked extrenely hard. W
put our priorities forward, we fought for those
priorities, and we acconplished nost of themin
t hi s budget.

Back in January, the IDC put forth a
Change New York agenda. And that blueprint
think is here today before us, and it's going to
change the lives of New Yorkers for the better.

Rai se the Age, | heard a |l ot of the
debate, a lot of the discussion. But |I only hope
t hat we woul d have had Senat or Lanza get up and
actually explain what's actually in this bill.
And ny recomrendation to my coll eagues on the

other side of the aisle -- on both sides,
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actually -- is to say please read the bill
Senat or Cousins just put forth an exanple of a
17-year-old that stole a cake. That individual,
under this law, would be in Famly Court, tried
with a m sdeneanor, not in crimnal court.

So | inplore ny coll eagues once
again, read the bill.

| do want to say a very specia
thank you to really Senator Gallivan, who did a
great job, Senator Akshar, who did a great job,
in really discussing and conm ng together on a
bill that I think we can be proud of.

You know, Jesse Ham lton said to ne
earlier this year that this was an issue that was
extrenely inmportant to him As a black man
representing a district in Brooklyn with a very
| arge African-American popul ati on, he under st ood
that we were forcing our young people to really
forgo their future -- let alone not be able to go
to college, not even be able to finish high
school -- but on a track to prison, actually
maki ng sure that their future was bl eak.

And | think under this piece of
| egi slation we send a very, very sinple nessage,

that we are going to rehabilitate our young
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peopl e and not incarcerate them

This is sonething that we shoul d
have done a long tinme ago. Vel nanette Montgonery
was right then, and she's right today. But I
think we did cone together, and we got sonething
done.

Also in this Raise the Age
| egislation is something el se that the | DC fought
so hard for, and it deals with Ri kers Island.

You know, we hear a | ot about a young man, Kali ef
Browder, who actually was arrested not far from
where | live. And we all know his very sad tale,
and his famly has kind of led the way for Raise
the Age in nmenory of Kalief.

But you want to know somnet hing? The
horrors that took place with Kalief Browder
happened in a place, again, that |I'mnot proud of
that's in ny district called R kers Island. And
in this legislation today, we take a stand that
every 16- and 17-year-old will be off Rikers
| sl and i n one year.

(Scattered appl ause.)

SENATCR KLEI N: That's what we owe
to Kalief Browder, that's what we owe to his

famly, and that's what we're going to actually
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do.

So this is the Raise the Age that |
envision. This is the Raise the Age that the I DC
supports. And this is the Raise the Age that is
actually going to be signed into | aw very, very
soon.

You know, early on, again, the
| ndependent Denocratic Conference decided to take
a stand when we saw that certain inmm grant
comunities were being discrimnated agai nst,
when certain immgrant communities didn't
understand what their rights were. | think we
have to send a very sinple nessage. Each and
every one of us, our ancestors canme from
sonmepl ace el se. They canme for a very sinple
reason. They cane to Anerica for a better life
and a better life for their famly. And those
i ndi vidual s are i mm grants.

And you know sonething, if we think
about it for a nonment, the reason why | think
immgrants are great is because they have
courage. These are individuals who left their
famlies behind, their friends, to start a new
life. You know, the names may have changed --

t he nanes naybe were Gol dberg and O Leary and
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Sol ano, and now t hey' re Mohammad and Suarez and
ot her nanes. But you know something, it's the
same person. |It's the sane person w th courage,
dedi cation. And they deserve our help, and they
deserve their rights.

And we said we were going to help
these individuals. And |I'mvery proud that the
I DC, in partnership with Governor Cuonob, isS going
to start the first of its kind inmgrant defense
fund, an immgrant defense fund of $10 mllion --
the |l argest investnment ever nade in the State of
New York for immgrant rights, and the | argest
i nvestment ever nmade in the country.

And | think today we're sending a

very clear nessage, all are wel cone here, your

rights will not be violated, you will all know
the information, we will help you through the
process, we will help you get a job, we will help

train you. And that's what it's all about.
Because that's not only what we're going to do
here in Anerica, but that's what we're going to
do here in New York as well

So again, | want to say a very
speci al thank you to Marisol Alcantara,

Senator Peralta, who really nmade this their
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signature issue. And |I'mproud to partner with
t hem and the CGovernor.

You know, again, when we tal ked
about college affordability, we tal ked about
coll ege affordability for all. And while the
Governor's program the Excel sior program does
hel p SUNY and CUNY students, | think we also need
an alternative. And I'mvery proud that | sat
down with Senator LaValle -- who probably knows
nor e about hi gher education than anyone in both
bodi es of the Legislature -- figured |Iike, hey,
if we're really going to give young people a
choice, it can't only be for SUNY and CUNY, it
has to be for private institutions as well.

And we actually devel oped a new TAP
program which actually is going to help those
young peopl e be able to choose a college that's a
private college or, if they want to go to SUNY
and CUNY, that's all well and good.

But | think the nost inportant thing
is we did a lot to help those young people. And
now anyone who nmakes between $80, 000 and $125, 000
a year that previous -- previously to this
| egi slation were getting no help at all, are now

going to get sonme help to be able to go to
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col | ege.

There was a lot of talk al so about
421-a. W changed the nanme to Affordable
New York, but it still is a programthat's
responsi bl e for building thousands and t housands
of units of affordable housing. And a |ot of
peopl e here, again, | don't think read the
| egi sl ation, because if they did, they would have
seen that part of 421-a is a housi ng nmenorandum
of understanding -- $200 mllion for the New York
City Housing Authority, $100 million for
straight-out |owincone affordabl e housing, and
sonmet hing that | pushed for |ong and hard,
$150 mllion for a mddle-incone tax credit which
will revitalize the Mtchell-Lama programthat
was an outlet for so many individuals to be able
to live in their comunities.

So all inall, I will say that this
is a budget that changed people's lives, and
certainly changed people's lives for the better.

| too want to thank our hardworKking
staff. They really went the extra mle this
year. W always say we're somehow going to
change this archaic process, but they work hard,

they get no sleep, and they do it all for the
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peopl e we serve: M chief of staff, Dana
Carotenuto; ny policy director, Gabe Paniza; ny
director of l|egislation, Evan Sullivan; ny
counsel, Shelley Andrews; director of finance,
Sar ah Bangs; and my conmuni cation director,
Candi ce G ove.

Again, | think we deserve the break
we' re now going to undertake, and | hope
everybody gets sonme rest. And we're going to
come back again and do the people's business.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Klein.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,
let me start off by thanking you.

| wasn't here for all of it, but I
did listen to alot of it. And | guess in |ight
of the fact that it's Palm Sunday, there were a
nunber of biblical invocations throughout the
course of the day. So out of respect to
everyone's faith, let me express ny gratitude and

appreci ation for people being here so we could do
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t he peopl e' s busi ness.

By extension, |let ne thank Senator
DeFranci sco in particular, and Senator M ke
G anaris, for being gentlenmen coll eagues and
maki ng sure that our operation here could run
snoothly. Because we all know there can be a | ot
of bunps in the road, and when people are willing
to work together, we can get things done, even if
it takes extra tinme.

There are a nunber of things that
|'d like to talk about. | want to start with the
peopl e who actually work here. | want to thank
Senat or Stewart-Cousins for, as | say, always
bei ng a good person to deal with and for
representing her conference ably and with passion
and dedication. And that's sonething I'll always
i nherently respect.

Let ne extend ny deep appreciation
to Senator Klein for being a gentleman, for being
a | eader, being a good colleague, and for being
sonmeone who al ways, just when | think I know him
comes up with sonething new. He'll never be
accused of, you know, sitting or resting on his
laurels in terns of what his advocacy is.

And by extension, while Jeff
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mentioned all of his staff, | just want to single
out Dana as soneone who's been extraordinarily
terrific to deal with.

Here in our own chanber, | want to
thank Lisa, | want to thank everyone at the desk
for also helping to make sure that things run
snoothly. You can tell we're getting to the end
of the -- the bottom of the hourglass when | cal
Lisa like 35 tines to find out what's going on,
who's speaking, and all those different things.

Speaker Heastie is a passionate
advocate for his district, for the people of the
State of New York, for his conference. And
golly, he's got a very diverse conference. You

all know that. Wen you have 107 nenbers, even

if they were all the same -- imagine if there
were 107 Kevin Parkers, that would still be a
chal | enge.

(Laught er; inaudible comrent.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Al'l right, the
guestion is going to be 107 Parkers or 107
Riveras. That's the toss of the coin.

But he -- you know, Carl has proven
hinmself to be a gentlenan. W don't agree -- we

don't agree on a lot of things, and that's fine.
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And that's part of the process.

And | do want to thank all of those
i ndi vidual s, but I also want to thank the
Governor for his stick-to-itiveness, anong ot her
things. Senator Gallivan, Senator Young,
Senator Lanza can all attest to the fact of how
much tinme the Governor personally invested in
nmeeting with our nmenbers, in neeting with the
IDC, in neeting with the Assenbly Denpbcrats on an
i ssue that was very inportant to a | ot of people
commonly known as Rai se the Age.

And by the way, |'mjust giving ny
own opinion on this. Parenthetically, we'l
never get credit for this, and naybe we
shouldn't. But | just said to Senator Marcellino
if I went to a street corner in ny district and
i nterviewed 100 people and said "Wat do you
t hi nk about Rai se the Age,"” 98 or 99 of themare
not even going to know what it is. They just
don't. They don't. And yet the tinme and effort

and the investnent in tal king about a

16-year-old, | conme at it froman angle that
al ways incorporates nmy -- and |I'm going to never
apol ogi ze for this. [It's an inportant public

policy issue. But | think, okay, what makes that
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16-year-old go out and commt a crine? And what
if it's a heinous crinme? Because the first thing
| think about is the victim |1'mnever going to
wal k away fromthe idea that I'mgoing to think
about the victimfirst and then the perpetrator
of the crinme thereafter. And |I'm not suggesting
that that nakes me unique. But when we grapple
with these issues, that's part of the
del i berations that we get involved in. And
frankly, we shoul d.

Senator Klein can attest to this.
About five nonths ago we were neeting in the
Governor's office in the city, at which tine
said that this would be an extraordinarily
contentious issue for the people in our
conference, but | gave ny word that we would sit
down and try and work out sone type of
conprom se. And obvi ously that has happened in
the context of an overall budget. But that's --
| adi es and gentlenen, that's one thing, one thing
in an entire budget.

So | want to thank the Governor on
t hat, Senators Akshar, DeFrancisco, Anmedore and
Senat or Hannon, all of whom had neetings with the

Governor on deeply inportant public policy issues
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that the public will not understand. That we
actually go in and we sit down, hash things out
back and forth. Wrkers' conpensation -- how do
you protect workers? How do you protect

enpl oyers so that they can actually have workers?
How do we advance a systemthat actually works
and inures to everyone's benefit?

So fromour standpoint, | don't want
to have the dialogue start and end with Raise the
Age. | want to talk about jobs. And the notion
that we're preserving mddle-class tax cuts, you
know, okay, I'mgoing to take credit for that.

But we shoul dn't have to preserve anything. That
shoul dn't even be a discussion. That's what the
| aw was al ready, and we're tal king about the

m ddl e class. W' re not tal king about people
who -- yes, pun intended -- who are Uber wealthy.
We're tal king about real people.

So your advocacy and our advocacy in
that regard, frankly, is no different. Just how
do we get to the finish line?

So | want to tal k about jobs, | want
to tal k about econom c devel opnent. | want to
follow on the | ead of Senator Hannon and Senat or

O Mara on clean water. That's a really, really
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good thing for the people of the State of
New York, and we got it done.

So when | | ook at the checklist of
t hings that got done -- workers' conpensation,
yes. Uber, yes. College affordability, yes.
Chances to relieve property taxes at the |ocal
| evel, yes. Clean water, yes. Rejecting
hundreds of mllions in taxes and fees. Al of
you are seasoned veterans. W could pass a
mllionaire's tax and no one will know But when
you tell sonebody they have to pay another
50 bucks to get their title reissued at DW,
that's what they renenber.

So we rejected the Anmazon tax,
because that works for our constituents. W
rejected all those excessive fees at DW. And
that is hundreds of millions of dollars it saves,
t axpayers' noney, across the State of New York
So sonetines we do things that inure to the
benefit of our constituents affirmatively, and
sonmetimes we do things that help them by
rejecting things that are on the table.

"' m going to use Senator Col den as
an exanple. In a world of conprom se, you

fashi on things, you put themout there, you
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fight, you negotiate, and at the end of the day
you try and come up with sonething that works for
real people. Senator Golden's |eadership is the
reason we have a three-quarters disability for
police in the State of New York. And you know
what? That really matters.

W all watch the TV shows, | watch
them |1'ma freak for Blue Bloods and stuff |ike
that. But when a cop gets hurt in the |line of
duty, what the hell are we having a debate for
about whether or not this person should get a
three-quarters disability? That's sonething that
shoul d have been done a long tine ago.

So props and kudos to ny col | eague.
And by the way, Senator Gol den want ed ot her
things in the budget, and he didn't get them
And | know you're all shocked by that, because |

know everyone else in the roomgot every single

thing that they wanted in the budget. But | | ook
at ny new col | eagues -- Senator Phillips, Senator
Hel mi ng, Senator Jacobs, Senator Tedisco -- all

of whom have di verse backgrounds. So when we
tal k about shared services, which the public
doesn't understand, it's good to have a forner

mayor, a former supervisor, a fornmer clerk, and a
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gentl eman who has over 40 years of governnent
experience to help bring input and education and
know edge to the process.

And | amrepetitive on sonme of these
t hi ngs because | want to have the public

understand the input that we get from our

menbers. |'mlooking at ny good friend and
col | eague over there, George Anedore. |'ve said
it before, 1'll say it again. He's a

busi nessman, he's a hone builder, so if I'm going
to talk to sonebody about workers' conp, you
know, that's where I'mgoing to go. Go to the
peopl e who actual ly know.

Carl Marcellino, former teacher,
former school board nenber, now chair of the
Education Cormittee. There's going to be
criticismof our education budget. There's going
to be groups of people who say it's not enough.

We're putting over a billion dollars
of new noney into education. And if we put in a
billion-eight and we wal ked in with cash, there
are still people who are going to conplain. |If
every other part of the budget got the sane
anount of noney that education did, they would be

euphoric, euphoric. |If we said to the direct
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care workers, I'msorry, for the next five years
the only thing we could do is get you what we get
for elementary and secondary education, they'd be
dancing in the streets. You all know that.

So when we tal k about what we do for
education, | don't care if you' re a Denocrat or a
Republ i can, a nmenber of the IDC, Assenbly or
Senate -- don't apologize. And | keep saying
that. Because we are making investnents, and
this is not easy. Al of you know that.

Property tax relief. W adhered to
a spending cap again, for the seventh year in a
row, which is good for the property taxpayers in
the State of New York. | wish we had a spending
cap statutorily enacted at the state level. And
with no disrespect to ny colleagues fromthe City
of New York, | wish we had a property tax cap in
the Gty of New York, because it works all across
the rest of the state. There's no reason why it
can't work properly in the Cty of New York
Senat or Lanza has had that bill for a nunber of
years. But that's going to be part of our
ongoi ng debat e.

So where do we go fromhere? To ne,

when we tal k about all these things -- you know,
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we tal k about Aid to Localities and ELFA and TED.
We have all these acronyns. And again, the
public doesn't understand what any of this stuff
is. It's our job to educate them So to ne, |I'm
thinking, all right, what -- if we're talking
about heal thcare, what does it nmean to ny nother?
If we're tal king about education, what does it
nmean to Terrence Murphy's kid? |If we're talking
about hi gher education, what does it nmean to
Andrew Lanza's daughter, who's now in coll ege?
That's the prismthat we | ook through, and that's
the prismthat we should | ook through.

But |1'm going to say Senator
St ewart - Cousi ns tal ked about bei ng progressive,
and she tal ked about how the Denobcrats could have
been united. [|'mgoing to suggest that the
Denocrats are united. Because | watched every
vote on every budget bill that cane before this
house, and virtually every person in this room
voted yes. So that nust mean we're doing
something right. |If we can get people of
di sparate interests and backgrounds to support a
wi de variety of things that they nmay not al ways
i ke, that suggests to ne that people are united.

So when peopl e tal k about being
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progressive, | want to be progressive by creating
jobs. | want to be progressive by making an
econon ¢ devel opnent structure, whether it's in

t he Finger Lakes region or up in Saratoga or out
in Western New York or the Hudson Valley or out
in Gallivan's territory, which enconpasses hal f

t he worl d.

I"d like to make sure that we have a
regul atory environnent where people can actually
create jobs. Progressive neans creating jobs,
generating revenue for the State of New York so
t hat when people want to fund prograns, that they
have the opportunity to do so.

So I"'mgoing to close on this.

There are people here on all sides. Senator

St ewart - Cousi ns spoke about her staff, Senator

Kl ei n spoke about his staff. | want to thank
everybody that works in governnent. | want to

t hank everybody that works for the New York State
Senate and for the New York State Assenbly,
regardl ess of your political persuasion.

| want to desperately thank the
people in nmy own office -- Peter Money standing
over there, Robin Mieller, Sydney Gross directly

in our office, because they have ny back 24/7,
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and that enables nme to do things that gets sone
of this stuff done here.

From | don't know, Scott Reif, our
comuni cations office; Joe Conway, who's over
here I'm sure hiding somewhere from-- he's
actually putting together the mailings on the
budget al ready, which will be going out quickly.

But we have a crack staff. | want
to thank Beth Garvey in our counsel's office.

And I"'mgoing to give a fina
shout-out to a guy who |I've always respected and
have great affection for, and this is his first
real run-through -- and I'mgoing to close on
this, because | think this is representative of
the quality of work that can get done in the
State of New York. These people are exhausted
because they're doing public service and public
policy. And I just want to particularly thank
Shawn MacKi nnon, as the secretary to the
Fi nance Conmttee. And he and his team but he
in particular, did an outstandi ng, outstanding
j ob by properly negotiating, by being a person of
integrity, and by representing the people of the
State of New York.

And he was able to do so under the
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gui dance and tutel age of our expert, tireless
chai rwoman of the Senate Finance Comm tt ee,
Senat or Cat hy Young.

G ve her a round of appl ause, for

God' s sakes.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: On that note,
| adi es and gentlenmen, | know we -- the public has
this thing -- I'"'mjust going to explain this.

The public has this thing that somehow we're al
going on international trips, |'mpersonally
going on a space trip out to the universe.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | wi sh everyone
rest and respite and relaxation. But | know
this. Wile one person may not be in their
district, there are emails, there are phone
calls, there are mailers, there's different parts
of the budget you're going to be explaining to
ever ybody.

| congratulate all of you and thank
you for the fact that you are all public
servants.

M. President, thank you for your
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Fl anagan.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Then | nove
to adjourn until Mnday, April 24th, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days being |egislative
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
notion, the Senate will stand adjourned until
Monday, April 24th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

The Senate stands adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 11:06 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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