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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
join me and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
in a nmoment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Tuesday, March 28th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, Mrch 27th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 13,
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Senat or Carlucci noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Housing, Construction and Comrunity
Devel opnent, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1310 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
1642, Third Readi ng Cal endar 204.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
substitution is ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Report of standing committees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Bailey, | nove
that the following bill be discharged fromits
respective commttee and reconmtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill 3494.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : So
or der ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes,
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M. President, can we take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1061, by Senator Murphy, read it in
its entirety and call on Senator Mirphy to
speak, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Very
well. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 1061, by Senator Muirphy,
recogni zing March 29, 2017, as Vi et nam Vet erans
Day.

"WHEREAS, The State of New York
takes great pride in acknow edgi ng days of
observance of significant historic events; and

"WHEREAS, March 29, 2017, has been
decl ared Vi et nam Vet erans Day; and

"WHEREAS, The United States carried
out its first conbat m ssion against the
Viet Cong on January 12, 1962; in Qperation
Chopper, United States Arny pilots lifted nore
t han 1,000 South Vi etnam service nenbers over
jungl e and underbrush to capture a Nati onal
Li beration Front stronghold near Sai gon; and

"WHEREAS, The | ast American troops
| eft Vietnamon March 29, 1973; and

"WHEREAS, During the 11-year war,
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Americans fromdifferent backgrounds, races, and
creeds banded together to fight against the
Vi et Cong; and

"WHEREAS, More than 3 million
Ameri cans served their country, and nore than
58,000 sacrificed their lives; the nanes of those
| ost are forever engraved in the black granite
Vi et nam Menori al in Washington, D.C.; and

"WHEREAS, The Vi etnam Vr era was a
tunul tuous tinme in Anerica; when our brave
service nmenbers returned home, often with
physi cal and enotional scars, the voices of those
who opposed the war sadly overcane those who
supported our troops; and

"WHEREAS, The State of New York
wi shes to show its Vietnam veterans the respect
and appreciation they deserve, but did not always
get when they returned hone; now, therefore, be
it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to recognize
March 29, 2017, as Vietnam Veterans Day, and to
t hank our brave Vi etnam veterans for their
honorabl e service to their country; and be it

further
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"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Vi et nam vet eran organi zations."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Senat or
Mur phy on the resol ution.

SENATOR MURPHY: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

| would just like to take this
opportunity to thank our Vietnam veterans that
have cone fromall over the great State of
New York. Thank you all for being here today.

|"d like to take this opportunity to
honor and thank you for serving our country when
you were call ed upon, especially in a time when
it was not popular to heed the call. Many
Ameri cans may have turned their back on you, but
you never turned your back on Anerica. You
served our country, then you canme hone and you
served our comunities with equal distinction.

It is tinme you get the recognition you nost
certainly deserve.

You raised famlies and used their
talents and | eadership skills to strengthen
America. Many innovations in the business,

education, and mlitary sectors can be attributed
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directly to our Vietnam generation of veterans.

Nearly 3 mllion Anericans were
depl oyed to Vietnam The war cost the lives of
nore than 58,000 Anerican mlitary service
menbers. More than 300, 000 were wounded, and
t housands nore still carry the scars of war,
suffering fromdebilitating nmedical conditions
such as exposure to Agent Orange.

You hel ped preserve the freedons and
security of the greatest nation on earth. It is
i npossible to put a price on that. Your
contributions are unparalleled, and your courage
and bravery have made this world a better place
for all of us to live in.

| am often surprised and shocked
that the deeds and sacrifices of those brave nen
and wormen have been overl ooked and forgotten,
particularly those who served in Vietnam

Hard to believe, but up until two
years ago, like | told you earlier, that the
Vi et nam vet erans were never an offici al
benevol ent order of the State of New York. Well,
we're here to tell you it is official. You are
now an official benevol ent order and have a pl ace

in the Capitol of the United States.
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(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATCOR MURPHY: Qur debt to our
Vi et nam vet erans can never, ever be repaid, but
our gratitude and respect nmust -- and | say
must -- last forever, including the mlitary
that's com ng honme nowadays.

You have earned a place in our
history. W'Il always renenber and appreciate
your dedication, courage and commtnent to
serving our country. It has been a long tine
com ng, but it is an absolute honor and privil ege
to have you all here in our great State Capitol
M ssi on acconplished, and wel cone hone.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

VWhen | | ook out here and see these
Vietnamveterans -- | didn't get there. Wrld
war |11, Korea, took a little bit out of ne.

SENATOR GOLDEN: The only one you
m ssed.
SENATOR LARKI N: Now, you be

car ef ul
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You know, nobody can tell you about
conbat if you' ve never been there. Do you agree
with me? Yes.

And we're here today to tell you how
much we appreciate you. Yes, there was a draft.
But there were nany, many who vol unt eered wi thout
having to get a piece of paper from Washi ngton
that we're taking you away from where you' re at
and we're going to send you to a place you never
heard of.

How nany ever in this room even
heard of Khe Sanh, Dien Bien Phu? Very few |
never want to hear us worryi ng about those other
pl aces.

The idea of going into conbat is a
mental thing. There's a lady in this room here,
she's a nurse -- please stand up

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: She's the
Secretary of the National Purple Heart, and |I'm
proud to be a part of your organization.

But when we think about what nen and
wonen went through in Vietnam-- they make an
issue of it, and people start to think about what

type of a country do we cone from Here we do so
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much traffic with Vietnam who 25 years ago we
were fighting for them-- fighting with them

There is not a sinple way to say
thank you. | think everybody in this room shoul d
just take a nonment today or tonorrow or tonight
and think of how |lucky we are to have nen and
wonen |ike you go to conmbat, know ng that you
don't know whet her you're com ng back or if
you'll ever come back, or if you're going to cone
back in a state that nobody w Il renmenber you.

W who served understand that. W
understand it because we were faced with the sane
tribute. What do we do, and how do we do it?

The best thing | can say is we are a
proud nation, and we are very proud of you. W
t hank you fromthe bottom of our heart because
you stood up so that we could stand here today
and say to you, thank you and God bl ess you, each
and every one of you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.
| rise today in support of this

resolution and in support of our nation's Vietnam
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vet er ans.

As the resolution reads, fromthe
first mssion in January 1962 to the last in
March 1973, over 58,000 Americans sacrificed
their lives for our freedons and our |iberties --
58, 000 peopl e, many of themjust young nmen and
wonen who had so nuch nore life to live. They
| eft behind friends, famly, and | oved ones.

They | eft behind their hopes, their dreans, and
their aspirations. And they left behind their
future, all to protect the free world and
everything that we hold near and dear.

Wthout their efforts, we nmay not be
here today living in the land of the free and the
home of the brave.

The Vi etnam vets who were fortunate
enough to return home did not receive the wel cone
that they deserved. Resolutions such as this
will never right this wong. But it does show
our veterans that we recogni ze and appreciate
your heroismand all that you have done and that
you continue to do for this great nation of ours.

|'msure we will continue to debate
many issues in this chanber, but | know there is

one thing that we can all agree on, and that is
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t hanki ng our Vietnamveterans for all that they
have done for our nation.

Presi dent Ronal d Reagan once sai d:
"W can't hel p everyone, but everyone can help
sonmeone."” Let us take this nessage back to our
districts, back to our hones, and do sonmething to
help a Vietnamveteran in our comunities.

Once again, M. President, | rise in
support of this resolution. And fromthe bottom
of ny heart, thank you to all of our Vietnam
veterans for all that you have sacrificed for our
nati on.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Addabbo.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,

M. President.

| want to first thank Senator Mirphy
for introducing this inportant resol ution.

| want to thank our veterans, not
only for their commtnent and dedi cation and
service to our country, but for being a constant
rem nder to us, and our inspiration to tell us
and show us what we need to do, both budgetarily

and legislatively, to protect the interests of
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them and all veterans throughout this state.

We all understand that Veterans Day
is not just one day on the cal endar, but each and
every day that we should be thankful for them and
for their service.

So again, thank you to the veterans
here for their service but also, again, for being
our inspiration.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Akshar .

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hank you. On the resolution.

Today was a pretty cool day. You
know, this week can be pretty tumultuous for al
of us. W're having a |lot of back and forth
about things that we think are inportant, but
when we have an opportunity to spend a day with
folks like those with us today, our Vietnam
veterans, it kind of puts things into
per specti ve.

You know, whether or not these
veterans were drafted or they vol unteered, they
went to war. They served their country with

honor and distinction and, if they were |ucky and
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t he good Lord was watching, they canme honme. And
unfortunately, returning hone, | would
respectfully offer, was as m serabl e an
experience as war itself. The anti-war novenent
failed to differentiate our nation's heroes from
the politicians who decided to go to war in the
first place.

And when you cane back home, so many
of you -- many of you that are in the roomwth
us today -- you becane active in intrinsic parts
of our communities. You gave back through
charity events, public service, and through a
vari ety of deeds both |arge and snall.

| think it's crucial that we as
representatives of state governnent in our
comunities give support and appreciation to you,
t he support that you deserve. That's why we're
doi ng what we're doing today. M hope is truly
that through all of the trials and tribul ations
t hat each of you and those that you served with
have been through, and the recognition and
acknow edgnent of the many ni stakes nade in the
past, my hope again is that all of that wll
serve as a rem nder for every American's

edification that we nust take care of, take care
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of and honor and respect our nation's heroes.

So today | join Senator Mirphy,
Senator Ortt, and Senator Croci and wel conme you
all to Albany. | say thank you and wel cone hone
to each of you

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Mar chi one.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise also to extend ny gratefu
heart to what all of you have done for us.

Senat or Murphy, thank you so nuch
for bringing this resolution forward.

You know, |I'mof the era nmyself that
| renmenber the Vietnam War and | renenber you
comi ng home. |'ve been told stories, as Senator,
how you were asked to take off your uniforns so
peopl e woul dn't spit upon you when you went to
your homes, your respective hones when you got
back to the States. And |I've heard stories of
peopl e who have said, "I absolutely will not take
my uniformoff, I'mvery proud of who I am and
serving ny country," as you shoul d have been.

And, you know, we fast forward to
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| ast year, and | was so very honored to be able
to bring in the Vietnam Moving Wall into ny
comunity where | live. And | watched thousands
of people cone through. | watched sonme Vi etnam
veterans who couldn't actually make it to the
wal |, they would sit on the bench and they woul d
| ook for hours. Because for many of us, those
are names on a wall -- but they're not nanes,
they're lives. They're lives that were given for
each and every one of us. They were your
friends. And it's difficult.

| wat ched one man who his daughter
said he had to come to the wall. He could hardly
get out of the car, his health was so bad. But
he needed to cone, he needed to be there. He
needed to renenber and see the names of his
friends.

So it's long overdue, but it's very
heartfelt fromthe Anmerican popul ation to say
t hank you for what you have done for us, and
wel come hone.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Kam nsky.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,
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M. President.

| just would like to thank Senator
Mur phy for bringing this. Wen | was in the
Assenbly, Senator Mirphy and | worked together to
sponsor the bill that recognized the Vietnam
Veterans of Anerica as an official order.

It was a trenmendous privil ege being
able to get that bill passed, but it was even
nore of a privilege getting to know the veterans
that I met along the way, both wi th Senator
Mur phy and back hone on Long I sl and.

| guess I'ma bit younger than sone
of the Senators you' ve heard from and it's
definitely going to be ny job to make sure that
the future generations get to understand the
sacrifice that you made and what your service
nmeant to the country.

And | ooki ng back, we have to
acknowl edge what a shameful period it was that
people didn't appreciate it then, but they're
going to have to appreciate it down the road.
And | think we've |learned that | esson and are
doing better with the veterans who have returned
fromour nore recent wars, but we're not doing

nearly enough as we could be. And we work
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t oget her on that.

| think one of the things we pride
ourselves on here in the Senate -- and | can say
this firsthand, both in the Assenbly and here, is
we really take our "R' and "D' and our different
party hats off when we cone into our Veterans
Commttee, and that's certainly a tribute to the
chair and the rankers of those respective
committees. W have to work together for our
vet er ans.

But nore inportantly, we're here
today to recogni ze your heroic actions. W
grandpa, Lenny Kam nsky, was a PONin World War
1. And whenever | tried to bring up to himthe
battl es and what he went through and all of that
stuff, he would always quietly demur, and he
woul d either say inplicitly or explicitly that
the real heroes are the guys who didn't cone
hone.

| think today he would allow us to
make an exception, recogni zing your heroics. And
| just want to thank you for all that you've
done, on behalf of the Senate, and | really hope
we can carry that nmessage going on

Thank you for everyt hing.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Br ooks.

SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,

M. President. And thank you, Senator Muirphy,
for raising this.

That was a difficult period for us,
t hose of us who were around then. And | think
it's inmportant that we honor those who serve and
recogni ze that many of those people who served in
Vietnam are in need of assistance today as a
result of the activities that took place in
Vi et nam

| think it's inmportant that we honor
t he peopl e who served there. Many of the people
| served in the service with went there and
didn't conme hone.

But we have to al so renenber and
reach out to those who are in need of assistance
today. So | hope all of us look in their
comunities of those who served in Vietnam and
now are having difficulty, and find a way to give
t hem assi st ance.

And agai n, Senator Mirphy, | thank
you for this resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
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Gol den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President.

And | rise too with the rest of ny
col |l eagues. And | want to thank all of ny
col | eagues for their el oguence here today.

And | want to thank Senator Mirphy
for bringing up veterans from across this great
st at e.

The eyes of war, as you | ooked at
each other -- what you've seen in the
battl efields. That's why nmy coll eagues are
speaki ng of your coll eagues. They woul d never
bring up what happened in the battles, they would
al ways demur. They woul d never -- the kills that
t hey made, no bragging. Never braggi ng about the
lives they saved. Not even tal king about their
best friends that went down next to them

My brother-in-law was in the North
when we weren't in the North. He was a tunnel
rat. And of course, you know, with the napal m
He didn't even get credit for that, for his
mlitary tinme, when he died of that cancer,
because it wasn't one of the cancers at that

time. That cancer killed himand took himfrom
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us.

But many perished as you guys cane
back -- your best friends, sone of them
commtting suicide, spit on. And posttraumatic
stress wasn't even di aghosed back then. Think
about it, the honel essness, the wal king in the
streets, the sleeping in the parks, scores of our
friends, scores of people that never made it.

The histories of those individuals
that will never be told except for you, as we
right this wong, marching forward, to make sure
that we renmenber all of the souls that
perished -- not just the 58,000 that perished in
Vi etnam but those that perished when they cane
home. Every state in this nation paid its price.
New York paid a higher price. W lost a
t remendous, trenendous nunber of people.

" m proud of each and every one of
you. And even though we'll never know your
i ndi vi dual story, because you're a proud, proud
citizen of this great nation, we do know one
thing. You wore that uniform proudly. You
served this nation proudly. And we are proud of
your service and for what you did for our nation.

W as a nation will never forget you.
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Thank you, and God bl ess you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President, on the resolution.

| want to thank Senator Miurphy for
bri ngi ng the resol ution together.

| want to also echo the comments of
all of nmy colleagues as we have to strive to
never forget the fact that these nen served our
country in an honorable way and cane back to a
di shonor abl e recepti on by Anerica.

| think that we all have an
obligation, as nmenbers of this body, to continue
to do all we can. | want to thank Senator Croc
and Senator Addabbo for running an excell ent
Vet erans Committee, which |I'mproud to serve on,
where we're trying to find every way possible to

try to make up for veterans the things that they

deserve. Because they paved the way for us, they

all owed us to be here today, they've made sure

that our country was safe. And whatever we can
do as elected officials to pay them back, it's

our privilege and honor to do so.

Thank you, Senator Murphy.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
M. President.

| don't think there's been a
resolution that's nore deserving and nore
honorabl e than this resolution that's presented
to this body today.

| want to thank Senator Miurphy for
all the work that he has done to recogni ze our
vet erans com ng home from Vi et nam

And | think if we passed this
resol ution every day for the next 10 years, we
still would not have redenption for the way our
veterans were treated when they canme back to the
United States.

| like Senator Kami nsky's theme when
he said it's inportant to draw from your courage
to teach the young people what patriotismis,
what sacrifice is, because |I think our young
peopl e don't get enough of that education.

And when | go to parades or when
speak to groups, | don't see enough young people
in the audience to teach themof the virtues that

you have that make this country the greatest

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1485

country in the world.

And while we are thanking you today,
and honoring you, I want to say that we can't
forget the famlies of those Vietnam War heroes
t hat never cane back, because their sacrifice was
very deep and it will hurt their famlies for
generations to come, for the |oved ones that were
| ost.

So in ny hunbl e way, with words that
are holl ow conpared to what you've achi eved,

t hank you, thank you, thank you. And God bl ess
you al ways.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Seei ng no
ot her speakers, Senator DeFrancisco to cl ose.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.

And we wel conme you here on Vi et nam
Vet er ans Day.

And I'mlistening to what everyone's
saying, and | haven't thought about this in a
long, long time. There was a point in the
resol ution that tal ked about 58,000 peopl e
dying in Vietnam | served during the Vietnam
era. Fortunately, never had to go to conmbat. |
was in the Air Force for 3 and a half years, but

was at a TAC base where nmany, nmany of ny friends
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didn't cone back

But what | renenber nost about this
war was sonet hing that happened when | was a kid.
Wen | was very young, all | did was play
basebal |, since as long as | can renmenber. And
we used to have sumer | eague teans, and one was
around a school near ny house. And on that
sumer | eague team-- | think we were 10 years
old at the time -- there was a young guy, a
little roly-poly guy, a jovial guy, a guy that
woul d nake you | augh no matter how sad you felt.
His name with was David Doom's, and we called him
Charlie. | don't know why. Good Tine Charlie?
We called himCharlie.

Well, as | was going through
coll ege, Charlie volunteered for Vietnam And
Charlie got killed in Vietnam when he was
20 years ol d.

And | hadn't thought about that in a
| ong tinme, but watching you and know ng what you
went through and tal ki ng about Vi et nam Vet er ans
day 44 years after the |last troops left --

44 years. Over all that period of time, |I've had
the best life that anybody coul d ever ask for.

married nmy chil dhood sweetheart, had three
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i ncredi bl e kids, eight grandkids, got to serve in
public office, got to do anything | wanted to
do -- practice law, did everything.

And today | thought, and | haven't
for along time, Charlie never had a chance to do
any of that. Charlie never had a chance to do
any of that, nor did the others of the 58, 000
that didn't cone back

And | think that the nessage to al
of us here is that it's not only not forgetting
the veteran, but especially those who didn't cone
back, and what they did for us so that we could
do what we wanted to do when we wanted to do it.

And hopefully that nmessage will
resonate with sonebody that maybe it hadn't
resonated with before, because in ny mnd that's
what this day is all about: all the Charlies of
the world who made it possible for ne to do what
| chose to do when | wanted to do it.

So thank you for being here. Thank
you for celebrating this day. And thank you for
hel ping me to renenber sonething that's inportant
for me to remenber nore often.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Thank you,
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Senat or DeFr anci sco.

To the warrior patriots fromthe
Vi et nam era who have joi ned us today, both on the
floor and in the bal cony, we extend to you the
undyi ng gratitude and adm ration of the chanber
as well as all the privileges of this house. And
we thank you, on behalf of the Senate and on
behal f of your fell ow New Yorkers, for your
service and your sacrifice.

| f you woul d pl ease rise and be
recogni zed by this house.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d we now
take up previously adopted Resolution 1114, by
Senat or Hoyl man, and call on Senator Hoyl man to
speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : W will,
Senat or DeFranci sco.

And the resolution is open for
cosponsorship. If you would like to be a
cosponsor of this resolution, please notify the
desk.

The Secretary will read.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO The title
only, please.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 1114, by Senator Hoyl man,
recogni zing and cel ebrati ng the week of
March 12-18, 2017, as Sunshi ne Wek.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| too want to thank our Vietnam
vet erans who have fought for us and made it
possible for us to --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Hoyl man, could you hold a nonent.

Ladi es and gentlenen, if you have
conversations, would you please take themout to
the gallery. Thank you.

Senat or Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

As | was saying, | wanted to thank
our Vi etnam veterans who are here in the chanber
who have made it possible for us to fight for our

beliefs here on the floor of the Senate. So
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t hank you.

| amto speak on the resolution
acknow edgi ng Sunshi ne Week, which took pl ace
March 12th through 18th here in the State of
New Yor k.

And | was surprised when | heard
that the resolution was no | onger being sponsored
in the Senate. It had been sponsored for a
nunber of years. | thought maybe we'd just given
up on transparency in government.

So | | ooked at the resolution from
years past, and it struck ne, M. President,
there was a clause that said "Wereas this
Legi slative Body will hold joint budget
conference committees in order to provide nore
openness and transparency to the budget process."

So | thought it was appropriate to
tal k about Sunshine Wek in the context of the
budget, because | think all of us acknow edge
j ust how bad t he budget process is here in our
chanber.

You know, the State Budget,
$152 billion of our taxpayer dollars at work, and
we give about two nonths' attention to it. W're

all here waiting for budget bills to kind of drop
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out of the sky, 10 of them hundreds of pages.
We'll have very little time to review them of
course. We'll probably be passing themin the
m ddl e of the night.

So | have to ask, how does that
exenplify governnent transparency? How does that
support Sunshi ne Wek?

You know, another interesting point
is that the New York State econony, the GDP of
New York -- if we were a country, we would be the
11th largest in the world, ahead of Mexico and
Canada. So you've got to think, is this any way
to run a small country? 1Is it any way to run a
business with over a billion dollars,
$152 billion worth of expenditure and revenues?
| think not.

So, you know, | think a | ot of us
feel frustrated -- frustrated that we are not
part of the process, frustrated that we're
| earni ng nore about the budget process this week
fromTwitter or fromthe | obbyists out in the
hal | way than we are from our colleagues. And we
really have to do better.

And | et nme just make one suggesti on.

You know, we could, if we wanted, as a
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Legi slature, as a Senate, devote resources to an
i ndependent nonpartisan entity that actually
revi ewed our budget bills, that actually scored
our budget bills, that | ooked at how ruch things
cost whet her they worked or not.

Congress has done that. W all
heard recently of the Congressional Budget Ofice
and how it showed that 24 mllion Amrericans were
going to be knocked of f of healthcare. And that
resulted in sone serious discussion anong nenbers
of Congress and the failure of the healthcare act
by the Republi cans.

Well, we could do the sane thing
here, and | would urge us to consider that.
California has done that. California has an
entity that they call the Legislative Anal ysts
Ofice. It's a nonpartisan fiscal advisor. It
publ i shes a series of extensive reports that
review t he governor's budget proposal. These
i ncl ude program background, econom c projections,

and recomended revi si ons.

Well, you know, in honor of
Sunshi ne Week, | would hope that in future years
this chanber will | ook at ways to reform our

budget process, to bring nore transparency, to
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| et the public know what we're doing in advance,
to not pass bills in the mddle of the night, to
share informati on anong our coll eagues first and
not the | obbyists outside of this door.

So let us all honor Sunshine Wek.
Let us all hope to do better. There's an
expression, denocracy dies in the dark. | think
our budget process is deeply, deeply flawed and
deep in the dark, M. President.

| hope we can do better, and this is
a good nonent, honoring Sunshine Wek, to

redoubl e our efforts.

Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROC : The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |f you

woul d Iike to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Can we pl ease
take up previously adopted Resolution 1211, by
Senator Little, read the title only, and call on
Senator Little.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read the title only.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
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Resol uti on Nunber 1211, by Senator Little,
commenorating the 100t h anni versary of New York
State granting wonmen the right to vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you. And
thank you to all of you for this resolution, to
Senat or Parker for cosponsoring this with ne.

2017 is an inportant year, as 1917
was when wonen in New York State first began to
get the right to vote. It was passed in 1917
and so began the journey in New York State and
finally through the nation

But in many of our Western states,
as they settled, they gave wonen the right to
vote. And it was interesting to read because
there were so many nen who were in the Western
states, and so few wonen, they believed it was an
incentive to wonmen to conme out West because they
woul d have the right to vote.

And in Mssouri, in the very early
days of voting, when they allowed wonen to vote,
it was interesting that they voted on pink
ballots. Now, you can imagine if there were a

tie, that the pink ballot m ght have neant as
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much as the white ballot? | hope so.

One | eading suffragette, Jane Todd,
who | ater becanme a New York State Assenbl ywonman,
said in 1915, and | quote: "I |ooked the
situation over and decided that wonen with the
vote could do as well as nmen and woul d al nost
certainly inprove matters."

And with this right to vote cane
wormen to run for office. So in 1918, about a
dozen wonen ran for legislative office, and two
wonen were elected to the Assenbly.

Before that, we have to talk for a
bit about how we got to 1917. And Susan
B. Anthony and Eli zabeth Cady Stanton, as we
know, worked tirelessly to get that right to
vote. Susan B. Anthony was actually arrested in
Rochester for voting, as many wonmen woul d j ust
plain try to vote no matter what. But since it
was illegal, she was arrested.

Unfortunately, they died before we
did get the right to the vote, as nany, many
wonen | i ke Jane Todd carried on in a group that
was cal |l ed Votes for Wonen

So in 1918 Ida Samm's, from Long

| sl and, and Mary Lilly, from Manhattan, were
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el ected to the New York State Assenbly. And Ida
Samm's, in the Assenbly, had 10 of her 15 bills
passed. And one of them the very first bill,
wasn't terribly inportant; it extended the

duck- hunti ng season on Long I sl and.

But anot her one of her bills, which
was her nost inportant piece of |egislation, was
a bill raising the salaries of state hospital
enpl oyees -- doctors, nurses, and attendants --
to make sure that mal es and fenal es had equal
pay. So here we are a hundred years |l ater, and
just last year we passed a bill on equal pay.

She al so worked to pass | egislation

limting the work week of female clerks to
si x days and 54 hours, requiring nmeal breaks.
But one other thing, requiring a stool or a seat
had to be behind every counter where there was a
clerk working, and in every el evator where there
was soneone operating the el evator.

And if you renenber our elevators
when they had an attendant in them they had a
little seat that fol ded down.

So this is in fact that Ida Samm s
and many of the wonmen in the New York State

Legi sl ature have nade a difference.
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Just this week our Lieutenant
Gover nor announced that there is a new Grl Scout
badge, and | think this is really inportant. The
badge will be for Daisies all the way to Seni or
Grl Scouts, and hopefully what they will do is
| earn about this history of how the vote for
wonen cane about and who the people were that
were responsible for it.

Coki e Roberts, in a book that she
wote, said, and | quote, "Wnen in office nmake a
difference. And with the power of the wonen's
vote behind them they nmake a huge difference.”

So as we cel ebrate today and think
about what happened in 1917, let us all renenber
to treasure our right to vote and to encourage
peopl e, nmen and wonen, to exercise their right to
vot e al ways.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Par ker .

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President. On the resolution.

First let ne thank Senator Little
for bringing this resolution to the floor.

This is, | think -- obviously we're
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in the mdst or actually at the end of Wnen's
Hi story Month, and so this is a very apt and
timely conversation to have, obviously, here in
the State Senate.

And whil e we have nuch, much to do
here in the State of New York and even in this
chanber as relates to both expandi ng the access
to the franchise to wonmen throughout the state,
but al so el ecting wonen t hroughout the state,

t hought it was inportant to talk about this
because much of ny own personal story and journey
has conme because of wonmen in public service who
have given ne an opportunity and a hand up to

i ncrease ny service.

My first renmenbrance of being
involved with | guess politics at all was being a
very young boy and going to -- waiting in these
lines with ny nother at the church when she woul d
go to vote. And | renenber her always, when |
was little, picking me up and letting nme actually
pull the | ever, even though | can't renenber who
| voted for. But |I'mpretty sure that Chuck
Schumer was one of them

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: And as | got
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ol der, she would still continue to let me go with
her and actually pull the lever. So there was

al ways kind of like this kind of cool thing with
me and ny nom about voting.

My first job here in New York City
politics was I was a New York City Urban Fell ow
back in 1990, and ny assi gnnent was working for
t he Manhattan borough president, who was at the
time Ruth Messinger. And | was Ruth Messinger's
special assistant. | got a chance to travel al
over Manhattan with her and go to do sone very,
very cool, cool things.

| renmenber going to an event earlier
on with her and her -- it was at the house of the
Pells. Now, everybody famliar with the Pel
Grant? | thought it was |ike an acronym for
something. There's actually |ike people with
this name, right, |ike who probably gave a | ot of
noney to endow this scholarship for students
that's now becone |ike a huge national
schol ar shi p.

Went to their house, met them it
was actually -- the event was hosted by Tony
Unger -- I'msorry, Tony -- |I'mthinking of Felix

Unger. Wiat's the guy's nane? Tony Randall,
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t hank you. Tony Randal |, who played Felix Unger
on The Odd Couple. So |like, you know, it was
just very, very cool

The next day she says to nme -- she
asked me about a couple who we had nmet there and
| had talked to themfor a little while, and she
asked ne their name. And | was like, "I have no
idea." And she was like, "You talked to these
people for 20 m nutes, you don't renenber their
names?" And | told her | did not, and she chided
me for not being attentive.

And so | now go out of my way to
remenber people's nanes. One of the great
political lessons of ny life, to just pay
attention and be in the nonment as you're dealing
with people in politics.

| left that fell owship w ser and
nor e experienced and had an opportunity to work
for Una O arke, who was one of the first
immgrants ever elected to the City Council. |
was the first person to work on her canpai gn,
was first person she ever hired as a staff
person. | remenber waiting in her office in
January, you know, in an office with no furniture

init. As we know, we waited to get set up. It
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was a very exciting tinme when the Council noved
fromlike 35 nmenbers to |ike 51 nmenbers. And |
remenber just Una C arke giving nme every
opportunity to kind of learn politics and work in
gover nment .

| had a chance to work for -- | was
going to say HRC, for Hillary Rodham Cinton when
she ran for the U S. Senate here. | was a
vol unteer in her canpaign, got to travel to
al nrost all 62 counties with Hillary, setting up
her listening tours. And it was an incredible
experience working for First Lady Hillary
Cinton. 1t's been one of the nost invaluable
experiences |'ve ever had in politics -- and not
just sinply because of the cool things we got to
do or got to see, but just her political acunen
was absolutely incredible.

She deeply, deeply, deeply cared
about people, particularly children. She was
brilliant. Qur inside joke was that you could
not mess up an event because she was so snart
she'd figure out a way to bail you out. And she
was sonebody who no matter what the subject
matter was, was al ways prepared, because she had

done the homework. And | really learned to
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prepare from her.

So as we cel ebrate Wnen's History
Month, as we celebrate this hundred years of
suffrage, |like Senator Little, | think about this
both fromthe context of not just giving wonmen
access to the ballot, but also -- and really I
think in some ways nore inportantly -- giving
wonen access to serve in public service.

And |'m proud not just to have
served with the wonen in this chanber, but
particularly nmy | eader, Andrea Stewart - Cousins,
the first woman to serve as the | eader of a
| egi sl ative branch here in the State of New York
And | know that the inportant thing for Senator
Stewart-Cousins is not that she's the first, but
| know that she's determned not to be the | ast
female | eader in a legislative body. And | think
that we all should be engaged in that.

| want to nention some forner staff
peopl e of mne, Aynda Carr and Kinberly
Peel er-Al'l en, who created an organi zation called
Hi gher Heights for Anerica, in which they're
el ecting African-Anmerican wonmen to Congress al
over the country. And again, it all starts from

this particul ar period.
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And | think that Senator Little gave
a great job at condensing the history. There's a
ot nmore history to tal k about, but we have
limted tine.

But it's inmportant to know that the
State of New York has been the first as it
relates to wonen's suffrage, and that's part of
why we celebrate this day today. That not only
did Seneca -- you know, the Seneca Convention --
begin this journey, but that in 1817 -- sorry,
1917, we granted wonen the right to vote here,
but that was two years before the entire nation
didit. So we were first. And it was inportant
for us to be first on things that relate to
wonen's rights.

On July 19, 1848, the first Wnen's
Ri ghts Convention was held in Seneca Falls, and
Senator Little indicated this was with Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony -- but another
person at that neeting was al so Frederick
Dougl ass. And so even fromthe very beginning, |
want us to understand that the notion of the
abolition of slavery and wonen's suffrage were
linked. Right? And as we in this chanber talk

about the rights of wonmen, that fighting for
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wonen's rights are fighting for equal rights for
all.

And | think we do ourselves a
service by continuing to fight for the equal
rights of every person in this state, regardl ess
of gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity,
religion. You know, all of the categories that
exist in this state, we nust make sure that we
have equity in our public policy.

And | also want to use this
opportunity to say that we still have not put
forward a real agenda that we've passed in this
body or in this Legislature on wonen's rights.
Wnen right now, as we sit here in this body,
there are wonen in the State of New York who are
doi ng the sane jobs as nen, sonetines doing those
j obs better than nmen, and getting paid
significantly | ess than nen.

At a tinme now when we are in threat
of losing many of our rights through the national
government, it is an inportant time for us to
ratify, | think, in the State of New York Roe v.
Wade and make sure that wonen's reproductive
health rights are protected in the state.

You know, we need to keep our eye on
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the prize and nmake sure that as we comrenorate

t hese hundred years that we don't go backwards.
That in a hundred years they | ook back and say,
That | egislature in 2017 certainly protected
wonen's rights, not just their right to vote, but
all of the rights that were inportant to them

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |f you
would Iike to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Yes, can we
now take up the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : | ndeed.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
204, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Zebrowski, Assenbly Print 1310, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

This legislation, what it will do is
correct a | oophole, an unfortunate |oophol e that
currently exists in state law. Right now the
Secretary of State is the one that certificates
code enforcenent officers that do work in
muni ci palities throughout New York State.

Now, what we've found is that
unfortunately a code enforcenent officer could be
in conplete disregard for the code, could be in
conplete violation of following their duties, and
the Secretary of State has no ability to revoke
t hat code enforcenent officer's certification.

We have had exanples of this,
unfortunately, in ny community in Rockland County
where we had a code enforcenent officer put the
lives of children at stake when going into a
nonpubl i ¢ school and sinply overl ooki ng naj or

violations. The only way it was found was when
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t he Departnent of Education cane in and did an
i nspection and found these obvious, bl atant
violations in the code that were putting our
children in harm s way.

We | ooked into it and found that
there was nothing to do to revoke this code
enforcement officer's certification. This is a
maj or | oophole in the | aw.

By passing this law, we'll be able
to tighten our codes, be able to make sure that
the codes that are on the books are actually
bei ng enforced, and nake sure that our code
enforcenent officers are doing the duty that
t hey' re supposed to be doing.

This is so inportant to make sure
that our comunities are safe, that the people
usi ng buildings are safe and, particularly in the
exanpl e we saw i n Rockl and County, that our
children are protected and safe and that the | aws
are being foll owed.

So in sinple, this is closing a
maj or | oophole in the law, allow ng the Secretary
of State to revoke a code enforcenent officer's
certification after a hearing, so there's a due

process that follows. W're bringing these | aws
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into the 21st century to protect our residents.

So I'll be supporting this
| egislation, and | thank ny col |l eagues for doing
t he sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
207, by Senator Little, Senate Print 2253, an act
to anend the Private Housing Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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272, by Senator Ritchie, Senate Print 750, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.
Senat or Ranzenhofer recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
273, by Senator Akshar, Senate Print 1223, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
335, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 4126, an act
to renove.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first of July.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, that conpletes
t he readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : There is
no further business before the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ther e bei ng
none, | nove to adjourn until Thursday,
March 30th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : On noti on,

t he Senate stands adjourned until Thursday,
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March 30t h,

adj our ned.)

at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:37 p.m, the Senate
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