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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Fat her
Al exander Gol ubov is with us today to give the
invocation. He is the Archpriest of the
St. Nichol as Cathedral of the Russian Othodox
Church in New York

Fat her .

FATHER GOLUBOV: It is indeed a
si ngul ar honor. Let us pray.

O Heavenly King, the Conforter, the
Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere and fill est
all things, treasury of goodness and giver of
life, come and abide in us and cleanse us from
every inpurity and save our souls, O good One.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
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Tuesday, March 21st, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, Mrch 20t h,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. Bef ore we do
the resol utions, can we please go to the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
188, by Senator Avella, Senate Print 1301, an
act to anend the Fam |y Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46. Nays,
1. Senator Montgonery recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
257, by Senator Gallivan, Senate Print 1983, an
act to anend the Public O ficers Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
261, by Senator Little, Senate Print 761, an act
to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
346, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 1185, an
act to anend the Navigation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

Fl oor Leader, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Yes, can we
now take up previously adopted Resolution 1117,
read it inits entirety, and then call on Senat or
Al cant ar a.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 1117, by Senator Al cantara,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
proclaimApril 2017 as Russian American History
Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, The history and
partici pation of people of Russian heritage in
the American experience will be greatly enhanced
and appreci ated through the observation of
April 2017 as Russian Anmerican Hi story Month in
the State of New York; and
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"WHEREAS, | ndividuals of Russian
heritage such as |van Turchani nov, Union Arny
bri gadi er general; lgor Sikorsky, inventor of the
hel i copter and the nmulti-engine airplane;
conposers Sergei Rachmani noff and | gor
Stravi nsky; Yul Bryner and Kirk Dougl as,
Hol | ywood | egends; Serge Brin, cofounder and head
of the Google Corporation; Irving Berlin, author
of the song 'God Bl ess Anerica,' and many others,
have nmade inportant contributions to the United
States and the world; and

"WHEREAS, The recognition of such
significant contributions will enhance the
opportunities for Russian Anerican youth to take
pride in their forebears and to identify with
them as rol e nodel s; and

"WHEREAS, Better know edge of the
role of Russian Anmericans in the history of the
United States and of relations between Russia and
Anmerica can lead to nore productive opportunities
for all; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this |egislative
body pause in its deliberations to nmenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimApril 2017

as Russian Anerican H story Month in the State of
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New York, and to urge that during this nonth
there be active efforts to exam ne the subject in
public schools, colleges, universities and ot her
venues, and that events and activities supporting
interest and attention to Russian Anerican
hi story and how Russi an Anericans have retained
their cultural identity while contributing
significantly to the enrichnent of New York State
and Anerica be encouraged; and be it further
"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York; the Honorable Sergey |
Ki sl yak, Ambassador of the Russian Federation to
the United States; the Honorable lIgor L
ol ubovsky, Consul General of the Russian
Federation in New York; H's Em nence Hilarion
Met ropol itan of Eastern America and New York
Bi shop John, Admi nistrator of the Patriarcha
Parishes in the United States; Dr. dga
Zat sepi na, President of RACH C, the Russian
American Cultural Heritage Center Inc., and Chair
of the Russian Anerican History Month Coalition:
Dr. Cyril Ceacintov, President, Russian Nobility

Association in America; and Tatiana Deptol a,
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President of the New Russia Cultural Center,
Al bany, New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Al cant ar a.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Thank you.

April 2017 is coming up, and it's
Russian Hi story Month. W have a del egation here
fromm district, the 31st, representing the
Russian community. W have Dr. O ga Zatsepi na,
presi dent of the Russian American Cul tural
Heritage Center and chair of the Coalition in
Support of Russian Anerican Hi story Month. W
have Count ess Tati ana Bobri nskoy, grand
chancel l or, Order of the Knights Hospitallier of
St. John Russian Grand Priory. W have | gor
Kochan, |eader of the Russian Youth of Anerica.
We have Marina Terentieva, president of the
Institute for Bilingual Research on Long Isl and.
We have Professor Julio Rodriguez, cofounder of
t he Russian American Cultural Heritage Center and
executive director of the Institute of
Puerto Rican Urban Studies. W also have Marina
| vanni kova, |eader of the Russian O thodox Youth
of America. W have Linda Branitskaya,

representative of the Russian Language
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Li brarians, Public Libraries of New York. And
| ast, N kolai Kom ssarov, who's a phot ographer
with the del egation

And t hank you for allowi ng nme the
opportunity to wel come ny nei ghbors and friends
fromthe Russian conmunity as we nove on to
cel ebrate Russian Anmerican History Month and to
acknow edge the contributions that the Russian
comunity has nade to the history not only of
New York City and New York State, but also to the
United States of Anmerica.

Congratul ati ons, and thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Al cantar a.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.
too want to rise and conmend the group that is
here representing the Russian community.

But having gone through -- and it's
a wonderful thing that you're here and that there
was this resolution brought on your behal f.

|"ve been doing this for a | ong
time, and | just want to tell Father Al exander
that that was the npst succinct and neani ngf ul

prayer that we've had since |'ve been here. And
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we're going to invite you back as many tinmes as
you'd like to cone.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Fat her,
on behalf of this great house -- excuse nme. |'m
sorry, Senator.

Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise briefly, | just wanted to
recogni ze that Countess Tatiana Bobrinskoy is a
constituent of mne, as she resides in the City
of M. Vernon. And it's great that you' ve nade
the trip up, and | conmend ny col | eague Senat or
Marisol Alcantara for bringing this resolution to
the floor.

And | commend ny col |l eague in the
Assenbly, Assenbl yman Luis Sepul veda, for also
bringing this conpanion resolution to the floor
to recogni ze the great acconplishnents that
Russi an Anericans have given to this country.

Thank you for com ng up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank

you, Senator Bail ey.
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Senat or Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

| also rise, | want to wel come our
Russian visitors here to the chanber. And | want
to thank Senator Al cantara for bringing this
resolution in recognition of Russian Anerican
Hi story Month.

Wil e the Russian community is now
thriving and growi ng around the state and around
the Gty of New York, | would bet that | probably
have the | argest Russian American and Russi an
comunity -- outside of the former Russian
area -- in New York, and that's in the heart of
Br ookl yn, in Brighton Beach, in Coney Island, in
Sheepshead Bay, and noving into Staten Island.

They are a wel cone addition to the
parts of South Brooklyn, and in fact they are one
of the nost amazing new comunities that we have.
| f you don't have a Russian conmunity in your
district, |I feel bad for you. Look forward to
havi ng one.

They bring passion, they bring
hi story, they bring a sense of community. They

have becone involved in every level of their
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community. They are truly part of our new
American heritage, and I welcone you to the
chanber.

And to all of us, if you don't have
a Russian conmunity, find one, get to know t hem

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Savi no.

Seei ng no ot her nenbers wishing to
be heard, Father, on behalf of this great house,
to you and your del egation, we wel conme you and
extend all the privileges and courtesies of the
house.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up previously adopted Resolution 1101, by
Senator Serrano, read the title only, and then
call on the Senator to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 1101, by Senator Serrano,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
proclaim8:30 p.m to 9:30 p.m on Saturday,
March 25, 2017, as Earth Hour in the State of
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New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

My col | eagues have heard nme speak
year after year about the inportance of
recogni zing Earth Hour. And I'mso grateful that
nmy col |l eagues have supported it year after year.

It's happening this Saturday,
March 25th, between the hours of 8:30 and
9:30 p.m W ask people across the state to
pl ease turn off their lights or unnecessary
el ectronics for one hour. It happens across the
globe. It's sort of a festive atnobsphere where
peopl e participate in a way that allows themto
make a real change.

It may seem synbolic, but it's
actually quite real. Taking a stand agai nst
gl obal climte change is sonething that we have a
responsibility to all do. W can all nake a very
positive inmpact on our environment.

| think what is of particular
significance this year that sets it apart from

previous years is that | fear that there is sort
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of a stepping away fromthe many comm t nents t hat
we shoul d be naking to bettering our

envi ronnment -- not just for our conmunity now, or
for our generations now, but for future

generati ons.

So | think it's of critical
i nportance that we celebrate Earth Hour this
year, take a stand in nmaking our conmunity a
better place and ensuring that our environnent is
cl ean and healthy -- again, not just for us, but
for future generations to cone.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Serrano.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Now can we
take up previously adopted Resol ution 1076, by
Senat or Hoyl man, read the title only, and then
call on Senator Hoylman to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 1076, by Senator Hoyl man,
commenorating the 30th anniversary of AlDS

Coalition to Unl eash Power.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President. And thank you to ny coll eagues.

Today with this resolution we are
commenorating the 30th year of the Aids Coalition
to Unl eash Power, which is known by the acronym
ACT UP. ACT UP began in March 1987 in ny Senate
district at the LGBT Conmunity Services Center at
208 West 13th Street. And it was founded by the
pl aywight Larry Kraner, who had al so founded the
Gay Men's Health Crisis, GWHC. Kranmer, who is
81 years old, still lives in the same building as
he did then -- the sanme building, by the way,
where Mayor Ed Koch and Congresswoman Bel |l a Abzug
al so lived. Fanously, none of them got along, so
you woul dn't want to be caught in the sane
el evator as them

But the real origin of ACT UP dates
back to the early 1980s. And | hold here a copy
of a New York Tines article dated July 3, 1981,
with the chilling headline "Rare Cancer Seen in
41 Honpsexual s." That was the begi nning of AlDS.

And fast forward to today, in the

United States 636,000 men, wonen and chil dren
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have died from AIDS, 100,000 al one in New York
City. And across the world, 25 mllion people
have di ed.

Over a mllion people are currently
living with HV, and internationally that figure
is 33.4 mllion -- 33.4 mllion people across the
world living with H V.

Now, the group ACT UP pl ayed a
central role, if not the central role, in getting
public officials |like ourselves, and those in
Washi ngton, to listen to patients. And they did
it through highly orchestrated, photo-ready
guerilla tactics of civil disobedience, Iike the
time they infiltrated the New York Stock Exchange
and chai ned thenselves to the VIP bal cony to
demand the price of AIDS drugs be |owered. O
the tinme when they shut down the FDA for an
entire day while they chanted "Hey hey FDA, how
many peopl e have you killed today?" because the
FDA wasn't approving Al DS drugs fast enough. O
when they created that fanmous | ogo of the
upsi de-down pink triangle that stated
"Sil ence=Death."

And they were really smart about

t heir advocacy, not just manipul ating the nedia
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and the political system-- which they did
brilliantly -- but actually educating thensel ves
and their nmenbers about the science, about the
sci ence behind the nedicine to treat H V/ Al DS.
And through this, M. President, they practically
i nvented patient-centered advocacy. And we all
benefit, all of us benefit fromthat |egacy.

Patient-centered advocacy is now the
normfor a host of illnesses and conditions.
Organi zations fighting cancer and canpai gni ng for
nore research funding, like the Susan G Konen
Foundation, owe a debt to the nodel of organi zing
t hat was pioneered by ACT UP

W benefit because ACT UP was one of
the first to chanpi on conbi nation therapies.
That's when you apply multiple drugs to a single
illness or condition. This was a big advance in
H'V treatnent, and nowis utilized by a whole
host of different areas, particularly in cancer.

And we benefit -- because of ACT UP
the FDA is nore responsive to patients. W now
get drugs for all kinds of conditions to patients
faster, thanks to regul atory changes pi oneered by
ACT UP

And we benefit because ACT UP was a
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trail bl azer on fair drug pricing, helping
convi nce governnments and industry to end the
pri ce-gouging of |ife-sustaining drugs.

And maybe the nost, though, enduring
| egacy of ACT UP is the hope, the hope they've
inspired in mllions across the world. Wen
ACT UP began, AIDS was definitely a death
sentence. Today, an individual with HV who is
on conbi nation antiretroviral therapy can expect
tolive a normal |life span. H'V, because of
ACT UP, is a condition, not a death sentence.

And t he hope that these patients can
now have to bring their illnesses out of the
shadows and free fromstigma is incal cul abl e.

The hope they can actually organi ze, they can
organi ze successfully, on their own, al
patients, to make change in Washington and in
Al bany and el sewhere, is incalcul able.

And finally, the hope, the hope that

ACT UP has hel ped provide, that you can live a

long, full life --just like nmy constituent Larry
Kramer, who is still going at age 81, continues
to do.

So thank you, M. President, for

allowing me to speak on this resolution honoring
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ACT UP on its 30th anniversary.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Hoyl man, thank you.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Before we
close, | want to rem nd nenbers that the Crine
and Corrections Commttee will be neeting
i medi ately foll owi ng session in Room 123 of the
Capi tol .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Crime and
Corrections will be neeting in Room 123
i mredi ately foll ow ng session.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ther e bei ng
none, | nove to adjourn until Thursday,

March 23rd, at 11:00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, March 23rd, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:44 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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