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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO In the
absence of clergy, | ask all nenbers to bow
their heads in a nonent of silent prayer and
reflection.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pursuant to
Rule X(2)(f), I would like to call a quorum cal
at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will call the roll.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Akshar.
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present.)

SENATOR AKSHAR:
THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR ALCANTARA:

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR AMEDORE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR AVELLA:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BONACI C
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BOYLE:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CARLUCCI :
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CROCI :
THE SECRETARY:

Pr esent.

Senat or Al cant ar a.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or

Senat or

Senat or

(I'ndi cating

Anedor e.

Avel | a.

Bai | ey.

Bonaci c.

Boyl e.

Breslin.

Br ooks.

Carl ucci .

Pr esent.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Conri e.

Croci .
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DeFr anci sco.

present.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO

THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR FELDER

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR FLANAGAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR FUNKE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GALLI VAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR G ANARI S
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GOLDEN
THE SECRETARY:
ACTI NG PRESI DENT
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HAM LTON:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HANNON:

Her e.
Senator Diaz.

Senator Dil an.

Senat or Fel der.
(I'ndi cating
Senat or Fl anagan.
Her e.
Senat or Funke.
Her e.
Senator Gl livan.
Present.
Senator G anari s.
Her e.
Senat or Col den.
Her e.
Senator Giffo.
GRlI FFO. Her e.
Senat or Ham | t on.
Present.
Senat or Hannon.

Her e.
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THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HELM NG
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JACCBS:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KLEI N:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LANZA:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LARKI N:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LaVALLE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LI TTLE:
THE SECRETARY:

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Hel m ng.

Hoyl man.

Jacobs.

Kam nsky.

Kennedy.

Kl ei n.

Krueger.

Lanza.

Lar ki n.

Lati mer.

LaVval | e.

Little.

Mar cel |i no.
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SENATOR MARCELLI NGO

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR MARCHI ONE:

THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR MURPHY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR O MARA
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR ORTT:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR PERALTA:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR PHI LLI PS:
ACTI NG PRESI DENT

a quorum present.

Her e.
Senat or Mar chi one.
Her e.

Senat or Mont gonery.
Senat or Mur phy.
Her e.
Senat or O Mar a.

Her e.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or Par ker .

Senator Peralta.
Pr esent.

Senat or Per saud.

Senat or Philli ps.

Her e.

GRI FFO. There is

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY:
March 13t h,

adj ournnent. The Journal

of Sunday,

I n Senate, Mbnday,

the Senate net pursuant to

March 12t h,
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was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Poi nt of order,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris, why do you rise?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Before the
Journal is approved, | would like to clarify its
accuracy and I would like to have the m nutes
from Monday's | egislative session read to the
body, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President, can you clarify whether Senator
G anaris is asking -- is naking a notion to read
the mnutes? And if so, pursuant to what
authority?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris, will you clarify your point?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, thank you,
M. President. [It's my understanding that the

readi ng of the Journal, its acceptance, is itself
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a notion. And | am asking a question, before we
deci de whether to accept or reject the readi ng of
Journal, to make sure that the Journal is in fact
accurate. Since we had a session day that was
cancel ed yesterday, | want to nake sure that the
m nut es from Monday' s session are accurately
reflected in the Journal that we're about to
adopt .

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President, it's ny understandi ng, according
to Mason's, that the -- even pursuant to notion,
the m nutes of the prior neeting need not be read
if there's a mpjority of those present who
determne that they will not read the m nutes.

And certainly Senator G anaris can
read the mnutes at his leisure and -- but we
woul d like to continue on with the bal ance of the
busi ness, the inportant business of the session.
And we coul d al ways cone back to reading the
mnutes at a later time during the session for
hi s conveni ence.

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"msorry, |
m ssed the | ast part of what Senator DeFrancisco
sai d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. We can al ways
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come back to the end of the session and provide
Senator G anaris a copy of the mnutes that he
can read at his |eisure before we adjourn.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Sois it ny
under st andi ng that Senator DeFrancisco is
suggesting we wai ve the adoption of the Journal
at this time until | have tine to reviewthe
m nutes at the end of session?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO | don't
believe that's the notion before -- | think
he's --

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO No, that's
not the notion.

The -- the -- what I'"'moffering is
to provide a copy of the mnutes to
Senator G anaris after we conduct the business of
today. But we're not going to -- I'm-- | --
we're not -- we should take a vote on whether or
not that notion is in order and those present
will determ ne whether or not they agree with the
notion to read the mnutes of the |last neeting.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,

just --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- just to be
cl ear, Senator DeFrancisco is suggesting | opine
on whet her the Journal is accurate because we
have to vote on its adoption before he wants ne
to review the mnutes. Wich seenms maybe not
unusual , given the way things are going on this
fl oor today, that would be a suggestion. But
normally we'd like to see sonething before we
approve or deny it.

And again, just to clarify froma
procedural perspective, it's ny understanding |I'm
not meking a notion. The notion is to accept the
readi ng of the Journal. | amobjecting to
accepting it without the m nutes being read.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | want to
refer -- | would like to refer Senator G anaris
to Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure,
Section 112, "Readi ng Papers.” Section 2,
menbers do not have the right to have acts,
journals, accounts or papers on the table read
i ndependently of the will of the body.

And that's why ny suggestion was to

take a vote whether or not his notion -- which he
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says is a notion to read the mnutes -- is in
order or not, and then we can determ ne where we
go fromthere.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Senator G anaris, I'll hear you and
then we'll make an interpretation here.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| would also like to refer to
Mason's. |'mglad Senator DeFranci sco agrees
it's an authority in this matter.

Section 699 points out -- and we nmay
end up in the sane place. But Section 699,
subdi vision 1, says: "Journals are usually
corrected informally, the presiding officer
directing the correction when suggest ed.
However, if objection be made, a formal vote is
necessary for the approval of the corrections or
anendnents. | n approving the journals, the usual
procedure is for the presiding officer to inquire
if there are any corrections. |If any are
suggested, they are made, providing there is no

objection. |If there are no corrections or when
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there are no further corrections, the presiding
of ficer may say ' There being no corrections or
further corrections, the journal stands
approved.' No particular formof approving the
Journal is required.”

So | am rmaki ng an objection, and I
t hi nk Senat or DeFranci sco i s suggesting this
woul d be the outcome anyway, but | amcalling for
a formal vote on that --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO But ,
Senator G anaris, you -- in order -- if |
understand you correctly, in order to acconplish
what you are suggesting through your objection,
you woul d be offering a correction. Are you
offering a correction to the Journal ?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | amoffering an
objection to the adoption of the Journal. |
believe there are corrections that are necessary,
but w thout having the opportunity to review the
m nutes --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Based on
what you just read, it indicates that under that
prem se, that you would be offering a correction

So | et me take Senator DeFrancisco,

then we'll get back to you
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Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Agai n,
there's a notion on the floor. And | suggest
that that notion is out of order based upon the
Mason's section that | read. And | would require
a ruling be nade on that notion.

(Pause.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I"d like you
to call the roll for a vote on whether the notion
is in order or not.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
guestion is on the notion made by
Senator G anaris on whether or not that notion is
out of order. All those in favor of ruling the
notion out of order signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
notion is out of order.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
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G anari s, why do you rise?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Rul e X,
Section 3, subdivision (d) -- of our own rules,
not Mason's -- points out that notions may be
debated for up to one half-hour. And | would
like to avail nyself of that opportunity, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
notion has been decl ared out of order,
Senator G anaris. Therefore, accordingly, you
cannot debate sonething that's been deened out of
or der.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | woul d appeal
t he decision of the chair.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Ckay.
The chair's decision has been appealed. Al
those in favor of overruling the ruling of the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
ruling of the chair is affirnmed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: I'd like the
opportunity to be heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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G anaris, you nay be heard on the appeal

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you very
much.

My col | eagues, | don't know why
we're at this point today, but yet we are. W
are sitting here nmoving forward with al nost half
t he chanber enpty because the Majority is
insisting on the very undenocratic process of
nmoving forward with only sone voi ces being heard
and pushing forward regardless, as if there is no
opposition in this Senate. |'msure that's how a
| ot of people would like it, but that's not how
it is. And that's not how a denocratic process
works. Maybe that's the way it works since
January in Washington, but here in New York we
are not accepting Donald Trunp's approach to
keepi ng peopl e quiet.

(Reaction from nmenbers.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: We are not
accepting Donald Trump's approach to silencing
opposition in this house.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO:

M. President --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

G -- Senator DeFrancisco --
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | have --
have --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO ' m goi ng
to ask for order in the house. |1'mgoing to ask

for order in the house.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO A point of
order, please, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, this --
this -- this discussion by Senator Ganaris is
not gernmane to the notion that he clains he is
tal king about. And | would ask you to nake a
determ nation that what he says has to be gernmane
to the notion or the discussion should stop.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
G anaris, | would caution you to pl ease stay
within the notion that you raised, which you are
now veering in a different direction. So please
stay --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The overall

point is a fair one, M. President, but |

di sagree with the underlying assessnment. | am
objecting to the reading of the Journal. That is
what we're here discussing. |'masking to have
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t he opportunity to know what is in the Journal.
And now |'mbeing told I do not have that
opportunity until after this adoption is made.
So | believe that ny comrents were on point and
in order.

| will continue on discussing
specifically the Journal if that's -- if that's
what you would |ike.

|"msitting here being asked to
approve a record of what has happened in this
body that | have not had the opportunity to
review. W have had an intervening day that was
cancel ed, and | don't know how that affects what
ended up being printed in the Journal or will be
reflected in the public record of this body.

| don't think it's out of order to
suggest that | have the opportunity to know what
|"mvoting on before | vote on it, that | have
the opportunity to know what it is |I'm being
asked to approve or di sapprove or suggest
corrections to without knowing what it is that
we' re even tal king about.

The rules on this are clear.
Senat or DeFranci sco hinsel f pointed out that when

our rules are silent, there are other authorities
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we refer to. And | think they provide guidance
for the fact that we're entitled to have

i nformati on before we approve things in this
body. And that's what | was referring to
earlier, and that's what I'mreferring to now.
It may be a thene you hear a lot today. But in
this specific instance, it's relating to the
approval of the Journal.

And so | don't see why it would be a
problem for this body to give our conference the
opportunity to review the substance of what we
are determning in this body -- and again, |I'm
referring to the approval of the Journal when
say that -- unless for sone reason we are
deciding that not all Senators are created equal,
that some get to decide that we're going to nove
ahead regardl ess of whether an entire |egislative
conference agrees or disagrees or even has the
opportunity to be present.

And just to be clear, M. President,
we asked for tine to review things that were
before us, and we were denied by the majority.

W were told -- it's the reason | was originally
sitting here by nyself. Because we asked for

tine.
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And we are often late in this body.
Rare are the days that we're discussing sonething
as inmportant as one-house budget resol utions.

And all we asked for was a respectful anount of
time to review what is going to cone before us
and we could decide what to do as a conference,
and we were told no: GCet out, because we're
starting w thout you.

Is that what we want to do in this
body now? 1Is this where we're going? And so
yes, this relates to the adoption of the Journal,
because | would like to read it, as would the
menbers of ny conference. But yes, we are
tal ki ng about silencing an entire body in this
Senate. Wen one group says to the other, W're
going to get going whether you' re ready or not.

There are tines when the nmpjority
has been late, and we wait. There are tinmes when
we're late and the other side waits. That's how
we' ve always functioned in this body. W've done
it respectfully. | think Senator DeFrancisco and
|, by all accounts, have had a good worki ng
relationship with -- in terns of the floor
activity, and we've avoided things like this

because of that.
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But when all we sinply do is say
"Pl ease give us sone tine" -- we were handed
dozens and dozens of pages of docunents only this
norning, only this nmorning. And we were told,
"No, you'd better get out there." As if sonmehow
we' re second-class Senators and our districts
don't deserve to have the representation of
peopl e who know what they're readi ng before they
vote on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

Senator G anaris, again, you're
straying fromthe objection that you raised
relative to the Journal

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO This is
supposed to be a notion on the mnutes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, it's not
germane what he's tal ki ng about now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or

G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | respectfully
di sagree, M. President. Because again, |I'm
asking for, |I'm speaking about the opportunity to
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review material before we decide whether to
accept it or not.

The Journal, by definition, is
calling for us to approve a docunent that | have
asked to review and am not being given the
opportunity to review. So | think everything I
said is specifically relevant to the adoption of
t he Jour nal

And like | said, it will probably be
rel evant throughout this day and ni ght as we
continue to talk about all the things we're going
to be taking up today. But at this nmoment, it is
specifically relevant to the adoption of the
Jour nal .

And | think that we should be given
the opportunity to reviewit, to |look for
corrections, to give every Senator the respect
that they deserve, to be able to devel op an
opi nion of their own and not just be told what to
do. This is what the rul es provide.

We could sit here all day having
t hese ki nds of conversations. |'d prefer not to.
|'"d prefer to have a respectful anount of tine to
revi ew what we're doing today and then conme out

here and do it. But that is not the path that
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has been selected by the majority, and we have no
choi ce but to nake our point in any way that we
have available to us, and that's what we're doing
t oday.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

The ruling of the chair has been
affirnmed, and the Journal stands approved as
read.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes,

M. President, there's a resolution at the desk
by Senator Flanagan. GCh, excuse ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. | need to
continue to the order of business, Senator
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, why
don't you do that. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.
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Communi cations and reports of state
of ficers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Now, there's
a resolution at the desk by Senator Flanagan.
Coul d we pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
resol uti on by Senator Flanagan, honoring
St. Patrick and all persons of Irish descent upon
t he occasion of the 2017 cel ebration of
St. Patrick's Day on Friday, March 17, 2017.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. There's been
a m scomuni cation. W all love St. Patrick, but
| was referring to the budget resolution that
we'd like to take up.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Bewar e
t he I des of March

(Laughter.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 1050, by Senator Flanagan, in response to
the 2017-2018 Executive Budget subni ssion
(Legislative Bills 2000B, 2003B, 2004B, 2005B,
2006B, 2007A, 2008B and 2009B) to be adopted as
| egi sl ati on expressing the position of the
New York State Senate relating to the 2017-2018
New Yor k State Budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s, why do you rise?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside,

pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Lay it
asi de.

The prior resolution was also |aid
asi de.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up the resolution that you just read.
There's nothing to lay aside. There's no
calendar. W' re just taking up resolutions as we
order them

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

resolution is before the house.
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The Secretary will ring the bells.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s, why do you rise?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pursuant to
Rul e VI, subdivision 8(a)(6) of the Senate rules,
| nove to commt this resolution to a standing
commttee. The Finance Commttee, specifically.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Hang on a
second. Senator DeFrancisco, this is a --
Senator G anaris, this is a privileged
resol ution.

Senat or DeFranci sco, you may be
hear d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO This is a
privil eged resol ution.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Senator G anaris, therefore the
recommendation is out of order.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,

I"mciting specifically Rule VI(8)(a)(6) of the
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Senat e rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO One
second, Senator G anaris.

Senator G anaris, this would conply
with Rule -- under Rule VII(9)(e) for adopting
and accepting resolutions, privileged
resol utions.

SENATOR G ANARI S: But ,

M. President, that rule is silent as to whether
privileged resolutions should first go through
committee and whether or not they are subject to
Rule VI(8)(a)(6). There's nothing in the rule
you cited that says that the other rules do not
apply toit. And there is a rule for notions for
resolutions to be conmtted to standing
commttees, and that's what | am maki ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Upon our
review, Senator G anaris, we do not find that in
order, in accordance with Rul e Nunmber 1X, and
also in reference to paragraph (e).

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
|"d like to appeal that decision and ask for the
opportunity to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is

an appeal of the decision. You nay be heard.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Resol utions, as a matter of course,
typically go through the Finance Comrittee in
this body. And they are often resol utions that
don't as specifically relate to the State Budget
as this resolution does.

G ven the hurried nature and the
very poor process that's being inplenmented here
today, | think nore than ever this is an
opportunity for deliberation that would be
af forded by a conmttee of relevant jurisdiction.
W are about to decide and debate and consider a
resolution that states this body's position as to
the State Budget, an over $160 billion docunent.
And yet the notice we've been afforded is
mnimal. It's mniml as a general rule; it's
especially mniml today.

These are hundreds of pages of
budget bills that we're being asked to question
and opi ne upon and make deci si ons about and
di scuss. And we're being told, tine and tine
again here today, that that's not necessary,
transparency is not something we care about.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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G anaris, once again, the resolution before the
house, as you've clearly stated, is on various
aspects of a proposal. You are now tal king about
procedure. So | would ask you to stick to the
policy aspect in order to be germane on your
appeal .

SENATOR G ANARI S: | appreciate
your clarification, M. President. But you're
asking nme to separate things that are
i nseparable. [|'mdiscussing the fact that |1'd
like this resolution to go to comittee so we can
consider it. So obviously whether or not we have
had time to consider it properly is directly
rel evant to the point I'm maki ng.

Allow me to continue. If we're
tal king about -- well, we're not tal king about
transparency or else we'd be having a different
conversation. But if we want to think about what
woul d be transparent and fair and denocratic --
with a small D -- and deliberative and all the
things we'd like to pride ourselves on as being
menbers of the Legislature, we are falling far
short.

And | know it upset ny coll eagues

earlier, but when | say we're now taking a page
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out of Donald Trunp's playbook, it's because this
is what we're hearing -- | know he's got a |lot of
fans in this body. | knowit. But nonethel ess,
|"mentitled to have a differing opinion. And
that's what | am expressing.

We are not being given the
opportunity to express ourselves as Senators. W
are not being given the opportunity to review
mat erial before us. W are not being given the
opportunity to express our own point of view on
these matters, and calling for a vote. That is

sonmething that a select fewin this body have.

It is grossly unfair. It is disrespectful to the
mllions of people that we represent. And it is
harnful -- since M. President wanted nme to talk

about the policy aspects of this, it is harnfu
on a policy basis to mllions and m|lions of
New York citizens that our voices seemto be
worth less in the eyes of the npjority.

That's not fair. And everyone here
knows it's not fair. And they hope that people
don't pay attention. They hope that what goes on
inthis room |ike very few people are watching
t he public access channel, and so what difference

does it make. But people are noticing now.
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People are rising up. People are taking to the
streets in parts of our state and our city of
New Yor k because they are upset about the fact
that this body does not function properly.

And let's be clear; this is not
about whether | get to stand up and give a
speech, because obviously |I can do that right
now. But this is about what are the consequences
for the people we represent, what is going to be
in this budget docunent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris, once again, you just indicated that you
were not going to give a speech. And | would ask
you again to be gernane to the subject of your
notion in your appeal, please.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President. To be fair, | didn't say I wasn't
going to give a speech. | said there are sone
peopl e who would like ne to not give a speech, |
bel i eve.

But ny point being, on a substantive
basis, this has real consequences for the people
that we represent. W're going to be talking
about the tax rates in this state, we're going to

be tal ki ng about education aid, we're going to be
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tal ki ng about college affordability. W' re going
to be tal ki ng about whet her young people in our
state should be treated |like adults in the
crimnal justice system There are nany

i mportant subjects we're going to be dealing with
today. And yet the majority says, Let's rush it.
Let's get it done. Here's one resolution |ast

ni ght, here's another one this norning. Let's
just hurry up and vote on it. And by the way, if
you want sone time to read it before you conme out
here, we're not giving you that. Get out here,
get out here now, or we're starting wthout you.

M. President, please refer this
resolution to the Finance Committee where it can
be properly deliberated on, and give every
New Yor ker the opportunity to have their
representatives speak on their behal f.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Al'l those
in favor of overruling the ruling of the chair
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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ruling of the chair is affirnmed.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO A show of
hands has been requested and so instructed.

Order in the house, please.

The Secretary will read the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
ruling of the chair is affirmed, and the
resolution is before the house.

| would ask for questions on the
resol uti on now.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. You have

a question on the resolution, Senator G anaris?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: I n accordance
with Mason's, Section 14, | nove to suspend the
rules of the Senate -- Rule VI, subdivision 9,
and Rule XiI, subdivision 1, which interfere with

t he i nmedi ate consideration of a resolution
adopti ng our recomendations for the
Legi sl ature's budget proposal.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris, the body has ruled. And under Rule 112
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of Mason's, the will of the body has been
expressed. |I'mgoing to rule that your notion is
dil atory.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | couldn't hear
you, M. President, |'msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO | said --
excuse nme. In accordance with Rule 112 of Mason,
the will of the body has been expressed.

Accordingly, what | am saying to you,

Senator G anaris, at this point I"'mgoing to rule
your additional notion a dilatory notion and

t herefore out of order.

SENATOR G ANARI S: If I could
briefly respond, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. You will
not be heard as an appeal on this, Senator --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | under st and.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. - o will
al l ow you just a quick sentence.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

My point is sinply | understand your
concern about dilatory efforts, but this
particular notion is so that we may propose our
own budget resolution. This is directly rel ated

to what we're doing here today. This is not
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about adopting the rules or anything like that --
| nmean, adopting the Journal.

This is specifically to give the
menbers of the Denocratic Conference the
opportunity to be heard on what we think should
be in the budget and have a vote called on that
guestion. So | don't see howthat's dilatory to
t he question of what -- where the body stands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W have
made rulings here, Senator G anaris.

Senat or DeFrancisco, |I'lIl get to you
in a mnute.

The notions have been ruled on, the
rulings of the chair have been appeal ed and
affirmed. We now have the resolution before the
house. | amasking now -- | indicated that as a
result of Mason's 112 and the expression of wll
of the body previously expressed, that we now
nove on and that | do not consider the -- based
on the information | have provided you, the
addi ti onal notions that are being nade now, |
deem dil at ory.

SENATOR G ANARI S: So just to
clarify, M. President, you deemit dilatory that

t he Denocrati c Conference should be heard on --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, there's
anot her basi s.

Qur rules of the Senate overrule
anything in Mason's. And a three-fifths vote is
necessary to suspend the rules. And | would --
we can either vote or we can just acknow edge
that particular provision and get on with
debating the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO kay,
we'll take a vote to accommobdate you on the
request of the suspension of the rules. Al
t hose --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
I'd like to be heard on that notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. You have
been heard al ready, Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, not on
this --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You're
speaking on it.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Not on this
nmotion. No, | haven't. |In fact, you've denied

nme the opportunity to be heard on this notion.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO I's the
notion you' re maki ng now pursuant to our rules or
Mason' s? Because you were speaki ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: As Senat or
DeFranci sco just indicated --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You had
indicated an interest in suspending the rules.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | had nade a
notion to suspend the rules. | believe Senator
DeFranci sco pointed out that such a notion
requires a three-fifths vote, and you started
calling the vote. And | said since it's now
appears acknow edged that there's a notion on the
floor, I'd like to be heard on the notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Agai n,
Senator G anaris, | believe you have had the
opportunity to be heard. | have indicated that |
believe now that we're seeing dilatory efforts
here on this notion.

| amw lling to take a vote on what
you have requested. So if that is your interest,
| will do that. |If not, we are noving on.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | would, but I'd
also like to be heard before we take a vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, You have
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been heard, Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Not on this

guestion, | have not.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. It is on
a simlar question. It is the same point that

you're making. So I'mgoing to ask for a vote of
t he body to consider your request for suspension
of the rules.

Al'l those in favor of suspending the
rul es signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. A show of
hands has been requested and order ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And can |
explain ny vote, please, on this vote,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
not an expl anation of votes on a resolution. O
a notion.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | promise | wll

be less than two m nutes, M. President, on this

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1062

matter.

| just nmerely want to say that in
t he absence of the opportunity to have our
conference' s budget resolution heard, debated,
and voted upon --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- | think it's
fair that this vote be deened a vote on the
nmerits of the Senate Denocrats' budget proposal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO That is
not true. It is not --

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. -- that
is a procedural vote. Senator G anaris --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Those who don't
know - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
G anaris, you're out of order. Senator G anaris,
you' re out of order.

The question has been call ed,
Senator G anaris. The Secretary will read the
results. The Secretary will read the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.
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(I'naudi bl e cross-tal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The rul es
have not been suspended. W will continue now.
The resolution is before the house.

(Conti nued i naudi bl e cross-talk.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris, | ask you to exercise sone decorum - -
exerci se decorum and respect within the chanber.
You have been heard. You are out of order,
Senator G anaris. Please take your seat.
Senator G anaris, you' re out of order. Please
t ake your seat, Senator G anaris. Take your
seat .

Senat or DeFranci sco, you may be
hear d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, could
you please go on to the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate resol ution
by Senator Flanagan, in response to the 2017-2018
Executive Budget subm ssion (Legislative Bills
2000B, 2003B, 2004B, 2005B, 2006B, 2007A, 2008B,
2009B) to be adopted as |egislation expressing

the position of the New York State Senate
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relating to the 2017-2018 New York State budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

| would Iike to ask the sponsor a
guestion or two.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO One
second.

Senat or DeFranci sco, why do you
rise?

Senat or Fl anagan.

Senat or Krueger, if | may, Senator
Fl anagan woul d |ike to be heard on the resol ution
bef ore we begin the questions.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Fi ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. W t hout
obj ection, Senator Flanagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | have to tell
you, I'mstill crestfallen over the fact that
St. Patrick's resolution got pulled.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President, |
appreciate the opportunity to be heard.

And | want to start by thanking al
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of ny colleagues -- all of ny colleagues -- for
their deliberations and their input into a very
public, lengthy, exhaustive process. Senator
Young can attest better than anybody, with

per haps the exception of Senator Krueger, about
t he open nature of all the hearings that took

pl ace over the course of several different weeks,
whi ch included | think well over a hundred hours
of testinony. Verbal, witten subni ssions.

know a nunber of our nmenbers and a nunber of our
Denocratic col |l eagues attended these public
heari ngs and that we have adopted an internal
process that | think is worthy of the public's

t aki ng noti ce.

We deliberated internally on a
variety of different things with our coll eagues
inthe IDC -- and | want to thank Senator Klein
for his nenbers' input -- when we went through
every aspect of the budget. And whether it was
Fred Akshar tal king about opioid and heroin
addi ction or Ceorge Anedore tal king about the
wor kf orce devel opnent and things |ike workers
conpensation, or Sue Serino tal king about aging,
or Patty Ritchie talk about agriculture -- all of

that was part of the process.
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And there are a nunber of things
that the Governor put out that we agree wth.

But equally as inportant, there are a nunber of
things that the Governor put in his budget that
we don't like. And we're going to nmake our

di stinction and our differences known. And we
have sone, sonme things that we've worked out with
the Assenbly. But this is where we are.

And this is why we have this
process, and this is why we're going to have
general conference conmttees for the public to
hear and see and be involved in and to
participate in. And that, | think, is very
i mportant to acknowl edge. And we are in a tight
time frane. It's only really two weeks before
the end of the budget process, and yet we've been
going at this for a good six weeks. And clearly
this has absorbed a lot of the tine that we have
been spending here in Al bany -- and, frankly,
rightfully so.

So there are things in the
Governor's budget that | want to give himcredit
for but not agree wth.

The Governor is tal king about

college affordability. Well, Jeff Klein has been
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tal ki ng about college affordability. Ken LaValle
has been tal ki ng about college affordability for
30 years, at least. Terrence Miurphy has tal ked
about student debt. So we have a ot of our
menbers who say, yeah, that's a good thing. And
he's put noney on the table. But we take a

di fferent approach. W're trying to benefit nore
of our constituents.

So | want to conplinment the Governor
but not agree with him College affordability --
and, frankly, affordability all across the State
of New York, whether you're a small business or a
not-for-profit, whomever you nay be, the ability
to live here and have a good life is a chall enge.
So our overarching thene is affordability.

In line with that, our overarching
theme is we want to create jobs. The Governor
put in hundreds of mllions of dollars in new
taxes and fees. W don't like that. W don't
like that. And | think the average person in the
public doesn't like it either.

So our mantra is going to be, how do
we reduce the burdens? How do we make sure it is
nore affordable? How do we try and cut taxes for

everybody, everybody across the State of
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New Yor k? Wi ch should not be a novel concept,
but unfortunately in Albany it sometinmes can be
t hat way.

We do other things that the public
supports very dearly. The property tax cap, we
make it permanent. It saved billions and
billions of dollars for taxpayers all across the
State of New York. Senator Lanza has advocat ed
| egislation that | support. M coll eagues, |
think there should be a property tax cap in the
City of New York so it can be nore affordable for
New York City residents.

Clean water. This is an issue of a
lifetime, of a decade, of this century. W have
aging infrastructure. W have a whole litany of
things. Whether it's Hoosick Falls or any other
comunity across the State of New York, we are
making a gigantic -- and | repeat,
gigantic investnment in clean water and clean air.
Whet her it's the Environnental Protection Fund
that Tom O Mara supports, Kenp Hannon and Ken
LaVall e's bond act -- it's $8 billion, between
what the Governor advocated and what we're
advocating as wel|.

And here is a linchpin, and |I want
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totie this into how we | ook at good portions of
this budget. W believe that there should be a
menor andum of understandi ng. W believe that
there should be input fromlegislators on both
sides of the aisle, in both houses. It shouldn't
be through the dictate of one agency or one

per son.

So the nore we get out to the public
and the nore we |l et them know, the better off
we're going to be in the long run. And that's an
i ssue that works for everybody. Everybody. And
that is sonething that people are tal king about
at great |ength.

Focusing on snmall business, we have
a nunmber of tax cuts -- in addition to throw ng
out the Governor's taxes and fee proposals, we
have a nunber of tax cuts in our plan that are
aimed at small businesses. But it's not just the
one thing that's out there. | nentioned Senator
Amedor e, Senator Akshar, a number of our
menbers -- Senat or DeFranci sco, Senator Young --
have tal ked about workers' conpensation. It's a
crushing burden. And you know what we all want?
W want to nmake sure that workers are protected.

But we want to make sure that workers are
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protected, and one of the ways we're going to be
able to do that is to make sure they have a job
and we have a regulatory environnent -- where is
Senat or Jacobs, the chairman of the ARRC

Comm ssion -- if we just nade all Kkinds of
changes in the regulatory environnment in this
state, that would go a | ong way.

So when we are tal king about small
busi ness and real small business -- Marty Gol den
tal ks about small business in the City of
New York all the time -- dealing with issues like
the m ni num wage, paid famly leave. So in terns
of our prioritization, there are a |ot of things
that are out there.

And | briefly nmentioned Senat or
Ritchie. You know, part of the dance that goes
on every year is that the Governor comes out with
hi s budget, and he wi pes out a lot of |egislative
adds. And we put themback in. And we're going
to do it again this year. And | find it nuts
that nost of the things that are advocat ed,
particularly in the area of agriculture, it's
really a small investnment for a fantastic return.

So | knowit's part of the dance,

but 1'd much rather see that in the Governor's
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Executive Budget proposal to start with, so we
can deal with other issues that are out there.

Education. How could I have
possi bly forgotten education? W are advocating
$1.2 billion in new funding for education. And
there are those who will be out there -- and they
are out there already -- saying it's not enough,
it's not enough. In the last six years, we have
i ncreased aid to education by over 30 percent.
Qur proposal is advocating another 5 percent,
whi ch woul d be the largest growh area in the
entire budget, with the exception of health and
Medi caid. That's the | argest conponent of our
budget .

| say this to all our coll eagues,
| "' m not apol ogi zing for anything. |'mtaking
credit for who we are, what we do, how we're
doing it. And it puts other areas of the budget
in a tough spot. Wen we fund education at
5 percent, Rob Ortt comes and says, "l need noney

for direct care workers," and he's absolutely
right. So we do put $45 mllion in the budget
for direct care workers. And that is a function
of us -- us -- listening to our constituents.

So | feel like we're at a good
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point. | feel like we have a good bl ueprint for
what we want to do and what our priorities are.
Wel come the opportunity to work with our

col | eagues on both sides of the aisle, in both

houses, and with the Executive. | believe we
know how to govern. | believe that we will have
a budget on tine and we will do the people's

busi ness here in the State of New York

M. President, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Fl anagan.

Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

Bef ore we begin the discussion on
this Senate resolution, | really have to express
how deeply, deeply saddened | amthat we have not
been afforded the opportunity to put forward,
fromthis Denocratic body, our resolution of how
we woul d be able to nove New York forward. To
t hink that we woul d not be extended the
privileges of our house during this crucial tine
is really something, quite frankly, | never
t hought I'd have to stand in this chanber and

di scuss.
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We obviously represent mllions, and
clearly sonething happened this norning that
never happened before. And yet we are unable to
di scuss what the Denocrats feel they should have.
W were surprised, frankly, that there was a
two-coalition budget, that they have Denocrats
who are in a coalition to nove things forward in
a progressive way but yet, surprisingly, there's
a second -- there's a second resolution on top of
the first resolution. Well, there's a third
resol ution as well.

But unfortunately, we have not been
able to be heard. W're forced instead to have
to play political games. And we will end up at
the end of this day wi th i nadequate budget
resolutions, with limted input froma majority
of the Denocrats who clearly want to see
somet hi ng better done.

You know, both of these resolutions
at this point -- and | know Senator Flanagan is
happy with the anount of school aid. W want
nore. |It's not adequately, as far as we're
concerned, funding our schools. It's not hel ping
with the infrastructure of our schools. Neither

of the budget resolutions can be called
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progressive. And it makes the coalition's
refusal to even allow a vote even nore upsetting
on our Senate Denocratic resol ution.

The State Budget, as you know, has
becone nore than a fiscal docunent. |It's the
mai n tool for our state governnment to advance
policies. And the alternatives that are being
of fered today by the Senate Republicans and |IDC
sinply don't tackle the issues facing our state.

The stakes for New Yorkers have
never been higher, and that's why the Senate
Denocrats proposed a budget to address the needs
of our constituents. Unlike other proposals, our
plan offers a clear and progressive vision on how
we'll stand up for our kids and, finally, really
rai se the age of crimnal responsibility.

Unli ke the other proposals, our plan
clearly sets out how we w Il provide additional
funding for our public schools and its students.
Qur plan provides for a progressive and fair tax
code to help fund our state for the year ahead.
W find a way to accept -- a way to make coll ege
in public schools free and add resources for
those in private coll eges as well as supporting

our Dreaners.
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Qur plan offers the nost
conpr ehensi ve proposal for how we can reform
state governnent and re-earn the public's trust.
Qur plan offers the nobst conprehensive vision to
address the ability not only for college
affordability but for those who can naybe afford
col |l ege but not afford housing, not afford food.

Qur plan invests in affordable
housi ng options so all New Yorkers can live in
safety and dignity. Qur plan recognizes that
New York needs to do nore to protect our
envi ronnment and not sweep the RGE funds. W
have to protect our water supply, especially in
the face of Donald Trunp and his allies
deregul ati ng our environnmental protections and
denying climate change.

Qur plan advances New Yorkers'
rights to a speedy trial, to help end the
unconstitutional and |lengthy incarceration of our
citizens while they wait for justice.

These are all progressive and
commonsense plans. And yet the Majority
Coalition, in their tw resolutions, didn't allow
us to speak up and allow for our coll eagues to

vote on these proposals. W have the ability to
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pass a sound fiscal docunment and stand up for our
constituents' rights, and | urge all of ny
col | eagues to appreciate that fact.

Both alternative budget resol utions
fall short in the areas that we' ve al ready
di scussed. And obviously, despite the efforts to
silence us, we're not going to give up the fight.
The Senate Denocrats will not give up the fight
because the issues facing our communities are too
i nportant, and we cannot be sil enced.

So over the com ng weeks, clearly
we'll have an opportunity -- | hope, as Senator
Fl anagan says -- to really give input, to really
push an agenda forward that's progressive, to
have our voices heard, to not be silenced, to not
be nuffled, and to be able to stand up for our
communities, all of the communities in New York
St at e.

| certainly | ook forward to worKking
with all of you. And again, |'mdeeply
di sappoi nted that we've had to begin like this.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Krueger.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

Who, might | ask, is the sponsor to
ask questions of?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young wi |l take questions.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, do you yield to Senator Krueger for
guestions?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, we are debating a resolution, but
t he budget bills have al so been printed. They
don't match. Wen | ask ny questions, should I
be referring to the budget bills or the | anguage
in the resolution?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, Senator Krueger should be
referring to the resolution that is before the
house.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Can t he sponsor
hel p nme understand the amount of noney added to
t he Governor's budget through this resolution and
t he amount of noney in revenue subtracted from
t he Governor's proposed budget in this
resol uti on?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. First of all, 1'd like to point
out that our plan is fiscally responsible and it
will pronote economc gromh by rejecting tax
i ncreases, controlling spending, and making
sound, targeted investnents.

The state Operations Fund spendi ng,
whi ch excludes capital, increases by 1.6 percent,
from$96.2 billion to $97.7 billion, an increase

of $1.5 billion, which is approxi mtely $370

mllion less than the spending increase of $1.9
billion, or 1.9 percent, that was proposed by the
Gover nor .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Vell, we
certainly all do want to be fiscally responsible.
But when | add up the reduction in revenues from
the resolution, | get at least $6 billion reduced
revenue. So how are we going to bal ance the
budget as proposed in the Senate Republican
resol uti on?

SENATOR YOUNG Wel |, thank you for
t hat question, Senator Krueger. And through you,
M. President. After the fiscal years 2009-2010
and 2010-2011, where you nay recall there was
$14 billion in tax increases that were enacted
when you were in power -- and state spending
bal | ooned by $13 billion when you were in
power -- in 2011 we enacted a bal anced budget
t hat contained no tax increases, even though the
esti mat ed budget gap reported in the 2011-2012
Executive Budget financial plan was $10 billion.
And you may recall the $10 billion deficit that
was created after you were in power.

By the way, the budget gaps reported

in that same financial plan for the outyears were
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estimated to grow to $15 billion in 2012-'13, $18
billion in 2013-'14, and $21.5 billion in
2014-'15. And despite all that, we enacted a

bal anced budget in all of those years w thout any
tax increases. And let ne stress that. W were
able to solve those financial problens that were
created when you were in power w thout any tax

i ncreases during those years.

SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President, ny
guestion was specifically how the Senate
Republ i can resolution will address the
approximately $6 billion in | ess revenue than the
Governor proposes in his budget.

| always like reliving history and

rewiting it. Wen the Denocrats took over, it

is true we were in a world econom ¢ downt urn. | t
is true we had at least a $10 billion hole in the
budget. It is true we inherited a $20 billion

deficit fromthe Senate Republicans' years in
power under Governor Ceorge Pataki. And we al
had to deal with it, which included raising
t axes.

| "' m aski ng about this year going
forward. The sponsor has expl ained the expense

side. She has not explained how we're going to
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pay for it when we're reduci ng revenues by
approximately $6 billion fromwhat the Governor
has proposed.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Senator Krueger's figure of
$6 billion is not accurate.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, what is the correct nunber?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, does the resolution call for
endi ng the hi gh-earner suppl enment on taxes,
reduci ng revenue by $4.5 billion with that one
change al one?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, it just took nme a second to find
the figure. Actually, the rejected Executive
revenue actions total $981 mllion.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mso sorry, |
couldn't hear the sponsor. Could you repeat
t hat ?

SENATOR YOUNG Certainly.

So through you, M. President, the
rej ected Executive revenue actions that Senator

Krueger is tal king about do not total $6 billion.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1082

Actual ly, they are $981 million.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Moving to education, is it correct
that the Senate Republican resol ution would
change the fornula for educational aid, entirely
el imnating student poverty and student with
disability factors in distributing
Foundation Aid, as well as undercutting | anguage
| earners, and would result in households in the
Big Four cities and then households in the Cty
of New York to see a nmajor reduction in the
revenue they woul d receive fromthe educati onal
funding forrmulas in the budget over an extended
nunber of years? So that we would see |losses in
funding to Buffal o, Rochester, Syracuse, Yonkers
and, in nost of the fornulas, New York City, such
that particularly poor areas in Queens, Brooklyn,
northern Manhattan woul d take a di sproportionate

cut to the funding they had avail able for public
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education. |Is that correct, M. President?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, what Senator Krueger is saying is
i ndeed not correct. And actually, in the
Foundation Aid fornula, we take into account
poverty, English | anguage | earners, speci al
education, and other factors.

As far as the schools that she
nmenti oned, every school is guaranteed at |east a
2.2 percent mninmumincrease in Foundation Aid.
And the schools that she nmentioned actually will
see significant increases in Foundation Aid.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| have to disagree with the anal ysis
on the nunmbers. But again, we're not working off
t he budget bills today, just the resolution,
whi ch doesn't have the nunbers or the details and
in fact, in any nunber of places, doesn't even
mat ch the budget bills.

Wul d the resolution not address the

i ssue of nmayoral control as proposed by the
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Governor in his budget, which was a three-year
extensi on of mayoral control for the Cty of
New Yor k?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. First of all, 1'd like to take
i ssue with what Senator Krueger is saying, that
she doesn't have the details, because the details
are included in the Article VII bill that was
i ntroduced on Monday. So there was anple tine
for her and her coll eagues to be able to exam ne
that bill.

But what was your question, Senator
Krueger ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, we'd already answered the question
for me. W're not working off the budget bills.
|"mtold we're working off the resolution, and
that doesn't match the budget bills, perhaps
addi ng to the confusion.

But | was asking specifically about
the position in the resol uti on about extending
mayoral control for at |east three nore years.
How does the Senate resolution deal with the
guestion of mayoral control? Because this house

has continued to put the Gty of New York at
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risk. VLiterally as the clock ticks towards the
end of session every year, we don't know whet her
our existing educational structure in statute
will sinply die w thout being replaced or whether
the children of New York City and their famlies
and the teachers will know what structure they're
going into in the Septenber of 2017 or ' 18 or
'19.

So do we address mayoral control in
this resol ution?

SENATOR YOUNG So thank you
Through you, M. President. The resolution that
we're putting forward today does not have a plan
for mayoral control

However, |I'd |ike to point out that
that i ssue can be addressed outside the budget,
and we have till June to address it. And part of
the reason it isn't in there -- or the main
reason it's not in there is the fact that Mayor
de Blasio is supposed to issue a report on his
school s, which he -- after March. And he has
failed to do so. So we are waiting for the
report, and we |l ook forward to seeing it.

And after that is submtted, that

will allow us to have the infornmati on we need to
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make deci si ons.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So many topics, SO many i ssues.
Let's nove to housing. In the Senate Republican
resolution, we see fairly dramatic changes to the
Governor's affordabl e housing, slash, 421-a
pr oposal .

Am | correct when | cal cul ate that
t he addition of condom nium co-ops to this plan,
and the ability to opt in for buildings 300 units
or nore anywhere in the Gty of New York, would
add $1.8 billion to the cost of the programin
the Gty of New York, with basically no increased
af fordabl e units fromthose two proposal s?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President. Actually, the figure that Senator
Krueger is putting forward is not the one that we
believe is correct.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
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M. President, what is the nunber on just those
two itens that the Senate Republicans believe is
correct?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, we're actually working on those
estimates right now. But the fact is is that
this is a programthat is wanted by the Cty of
New York, and so we are conplying.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, | actually have notes here saying
that the Gty of New York is quite surprised at
t he changes they see today, and they project an
i ncreased cost just fromthose two changes of
$1.8 billion above and beyond what they believe
the Gty of New York was supporting in an earlier
version of the bill, which wasn't even the
version the Governor had submtted to the budget.
So this expands and skyrockets beyond that.

And again, that's just two itens.
"1l ask an additional itemthat was added today.

Under the | anguage that was
submtted by the Executive, the replacenent
ratio, if you lost a unit of affordable housing
whi | e devel opi ng new 421-a, slash, affordable

housi ng program housi ng, you'd have to repl ace
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that on a one-to-one ratio.

Under the Republicans' proposal, if
you reduce by four units, you only have to
repl ace one. So we would actually be | osing
units at a rate of losing three additional units
for every replacenent unit of affordabl e housing.

How can that possibly be good for
expansi on of affordable housing in New York City?

SENATOR YOUNG So the 421-a
program has been instrumental in devel oping
af f ordabl e housing in New York City. And as a
matter of fact, it's the only economc
devel opnent tool and affordabl e housing tool that
has been consistent in being able to work.

So if Senator Krueger has questions
or issues with the plan before her, I'mvery
happy to take her input and consider it.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you, |
appreci ate that.

| have enornous problens with this
proposal as it norphed into today's resol ution,
as | think everybody does who actually does
af f ordabl e housi ng and understands the inpact of
| ost revenue from property taxes from a node

t hat doesn't create affordabl e housing.
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The ol d 421-a that sunset had a
cal culation that for every $11 spent, we got $1
of affordable housing. That was a pretty bad
program This is that bad program on steroids.

But the Senate Republican resolution
al so freezes New York City's property taxes at
the 2 percent |evel, which we've debated on this
fl oor before. Can the Senator, sponsor, tell ne
how much additional |ost revenue in property
taxes the city would face if that section of the
resol uti on becane | aw?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. [|'ve heard fromny coll eagues
fromNew York City in our conference about the
suffocating nature of the property tax burden in
New York City. And there are a |ot of
i npedi ments to devel opi ng af f ordabl e housi ng.
It's land rates, it's construction costs and so
on.

But the tax level that is put on
bui | di ngs has stifled econonmic growth in the
city. 1 think that if there were nore
opportunities to be able to devel op housi ng,
mar ket rate housing that was reasonable, we could

actually solve a lot of the city's problens. But
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right now the property tax burden is far too
high, and it has severe financial and econom c
consequences and it actually depresses the
devel opnent of affordabl e housing.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, the sponsor and | could agree or
di sagree endl essly about what is causing
overheating of real estate narkets in New York
City versus decreasi ng econom ¢ devel opnent
activities. | just asked her for a nunber. How
much would the City of New York |lose in existing
property tax revenue if this section of their
resol ution becane a | aw that froze New York
City's property taxes at the 2 percent rate per
year ?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, it would depend on what the city
actual |y proposes on property taxes. So we can't
answer that without information fromthe city.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President. For the record, when we have
di scussed and debated that bill as a freestandi ng
bill on the floor, the Gty of New York has
obj ected strenuously to that proposal because it

woul d reduce their property taxes by such an
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enor nous anount .

And the reality is this entire
resol uti on, when you | ook at the various
proposals to New York City's property tax, the
only tax they actually control would be to reduce
their ability to have revenue for the things they
prioritize in their budget by billions and
billions and billions of dollars. And |I'm not
even listing all the changes in this resolution
that would inpact the City of New York's property
tax revenue.

And again, apparently we woul d | eave
themin free fall about whether their school
system coul d continue to operate on an annual
basi s.

| want to junmp to gam ng and
wagering. So ny understanding is that this
budget resolution has a nunmber of sections that
reduce state funding to schools because we are
changi ng the fornmula of what various people in
the gam ng industry owe us fromtheir profits.

We are changing it for the VLTs, we are changi ng
it for selected sites and casi nos, racinos.
get confused nowadays who's what, since we have

bot h.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1092

Can | get a total amount that the
State of New York will |ose intended for
education aid because of the proposed changes in
raci ng and wagering?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President. To answer Senator Krueger's
guestion, there nmay be a slight inmpact on online
poker to the tune of about $111 mllion.
However, I'd like to point out that there are
certain tweaks that we're making to OIB and
raci nos that should have an i nmedi ate positive
i npact to offset that $111 mllion.

And quite frankly, in the outyears,
as this continues to grow, it will actually
significantly increase revenues to educati on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | want to thank the sponsor for
her answer. It wasn't actually the question
asked, but it gets there.

So |l was -- we don't see increased
revenue to school s by reducing the noney owed
t hrough VLTs and through casi nos, racinos. And
t hose sections are very nmuch in this resol ution.
We actually | ose funding for schools through

t hose changes.
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But she is correct, she brought up
anot her exanple. This bill also |egalizes online
poker, which in theory will raise sone revenue at
| east through the licensing of 11 online poker
entities. It will probably translate into
reduced revenues in other kinds of gam ng,
because really there's only so nany hours a day
that you can bl ow becom ng addicted to ganbling.
And if you're going to do it fromthe conveni ence
of your own hone and conputer, you're probably
not schl epping out to a casino or a racino or a
VLT site.

| will add | think it's very
di sturbi ng we woul d expand online poker within
t he budget, because it is such a controversi al
issue within even the gamng world, and that it
shoul d be a freestanding bill discussed inits
own right.

| will add, the scientific research
shows that the addiction to ganbling directly
correlates to the kind of ganbling you do, with
onl i ne ganbling having a nuch hi gher addiction
rate because it actually produces dopam ne in the
brain and gets you to need to do it nore and nore

and nore quickly. So | think that is worthy of
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anot her di scussi on.

It also is just another one of the
hundreds of reasons | will have to vote no on
this resolution. | w sh we were voting on the
Senat e Denocrats' proposals and resol ution.

W' ve submitted it in letter formto the Senate
Republ i cans and the I DC and the Governor and the
Assenbly and the people of New York. | hope they
will take a |look at it, because I think that we
have a far superior set of proposals to inpact

t he peopl e of New York State.

And ny time apparently is up, so I'm
going to have to skip the next 42 questions.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man -- could | have sone order in the house,
pl ease.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
yield for a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Young, do you yield to questions from Senat or
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Hoyl man?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

Thank you. Through you,

M. President. | wanted to ask specifically
about the Republican Senate proposal to elimnate
the so-called mllionaire's tax. Wuld the
sponsor tell me, under the Republican -- under
the Senate majority's proposal, what the top tax
rate woul d be?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. The top rate would be
6. 85 percent.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor tell ne, what
woul d the top tax rate be under the Governor's
proposal ? Well, | can tell her. W all that
know that. It's 8.82.

My question specifically is, does
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the sponsor think it's fair that sonmeone who is
maki ng, say, $320,000 is paying the sane tax rate
as soneone who's making $30 mllion?

SENATCOR YOUNG Yes, M. President,
| "' m going through the chair and | hope that you
woul d nake sure that our coll eagues go through
t he chair al so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO All
menbers are instructed to please go through the
presi dent .

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: | asked the
guestion through you, M. President. Am/
conf used?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young.

SENATCOR YOUNG So what is the
guestion again, then?

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Oh. | was asking
t hrough you, so maybe you didn't hear it.

Through you, M. President. As |
said before, is it fair that a New Yorker who's
maki ng $321,000 is paying the sane tax rate as a
New Yor ker who nakes, | don't know -- let's say
Phi |l i ppe Dauman. Last year he nmade

$54.1 mllion. Under the Senate proposal, he'l
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be paying a tax rate of 6. 85.

How about Howard Lorber? A good
friend of Donald Trunp's. He |ast year made
$37 mllion. Under the Senate Republican
proposal, his tax rate is 6.85.

Pul | up another one --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man, do you have a question?

SENATOR HOYLMAN: The question is,
howis it fair, M. President, that soneone who
makes $321,000 is paying the sane tax rate as
Phi | i ppe Dauman, who nade $54 mllion?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, if you just do basic math, the
person who's maki ng $321, 000 a year is not paying
t he sane anount in taxes as sonebody who is
maki ng $57 mllion a year. The total anounts are
far different. So the people naking nore -- the
nore you nake, the nore you pay.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, do you yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
agree, though, that the individual who rmakes
$321, 000 and pays a tax rate of 6.85 is paying
nore taxes as a share, as a share of their
i ncome, than soneone |ike Howard Lorber, who's
payi ng at the sane tax rate, 6.85, and who nade
$37 mllion | ast year?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President, no. They're not paying nore
of their income. They're paying -- they actually
are paying a percentage.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: well, |
respectfully disagree. And | have done the math.
The individual at the -- who is naking -- an
i ndi vidual who is only maki ng $321, 000 a year is
paying nore -- a greater share of their incone

than the individual who's making $30 mllion a
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year, if they're paying the sane tax rate.

And | will say this too. Wy is it
fair -- another question. Wuld the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wiy -- howis it
fair that soneone who makes only $42,000 a year
under the Senate plan would be paying -- would be
at atax rate of 6.45 percent -- $42,000 a year,
6. 45 percent -- yet Philippe Dauman woul d be
paying at a tax rate that's only 4/10ths higher
than that? How is that fair?

(Pause.)

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: And while we're
waiting --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man, you have a -- Senator Young yi el ded.
You have asked a question. Allow her to answer
t he questi on.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Yes. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You can
choose to speak on the resolution if you want.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: Oh, 1'd never do
t hat .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Ckay.

Senat or Young?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President. Actually, the exenptions and
deductions are a greater percentage of taxable
i ncone for the person making $321, 000 a year than
they are for sonebody nmaking $30 million a year.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Coul d the sponsor
describe the policy rationale, the tax policy
rationale for elimnating the mllionaire' s tax?
Particul arly when, according to our Governor,
it's going to result in a $4 billion budget hole
in the longer term and in just this year al one
it's going to be a $683 m I lion budget hol e?

What is the rationale for ending taxes on people
who have the ability to pay -- very wealthy
peopl e, people who live in ny Senate district who
makes tens and tens of mllions of dollars a

year ?
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SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, this particular
tax is set to expire this year. And when the
ot her side was in power, they actually made that
rule so that it would expire this year. So
t hat's number one.

Nunber two, you have to | ook at
econom c factors. And what this tax does is it
depresses gromh. W have had so nmany peopl e who
own conpani es nove to ot her states because they
are nore conpetitive than New York. Because we
have such a heavy tax burden, it is far nore
| ucrative for sonebody to nove their businesses
and their jobs out of this state. And as a
result, we have seen nmiddl e-class New Yorkers and
| ower -i ncome New Yorkers | ose their jobs.

So what this intent is today is to
stinmulate the econony so that we have good- payi ng
j obs for the people of New York, so that our
young peopl e can stay after they graduate.
Unfortunately, right now our greatest export out
of New York are our jobs and our young peopl e.
And what our conference is aimng to dois to
turn that situation around, because we need to

create nore opportunities so that every
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New Yor ker has the opportunity to succeed. And
the way that we are going to do that is to grow
t he econony and grow nore jobs.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

So the sponsor has suggested a
trickle-down theory of econom c growth where we
cut taxes for the very rich in New York and hope
that it results in economic gromh for the very
poor .

| s the sponsor aware of the
di sparity of income in New York that currently
exi sts?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, 1'd like to correct sonething that
nmy coll eague just said. This tax isn't just
hitting people who are, quote, unquote, wealthy.
This tax actually harns small busi nesses al
across the state. So you're hurting the little
guy when you keep this tax at the sane |evel as

to where it's at right now.
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And the small businesses are crucial
to our econony, because we want our small
busi nesses to get even bigger to be able to
provi de nore jobs.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
M. President. Wuld the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Vell, | don't
think that this tax is a -- is justified as snall
business tax relief. 1 think it's going to be

hel ping the very rich --

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, does ny coll eague have a question
or a statenent?

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | was getting to
my question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. | f you

can direct, Senator Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Yes. | think
t hat an individual who is -- Jim Dol an, Janes
Dol an, from Cabl evi si on, who makes $24 nillion a
year -- | don't think Madi son Square Garden or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1104

Cabl evision qualifies as a small business. And
he is going to be enriched handsonel vy,
handsonel y, under the Senate Republican proposal.

Does -- is the sponsor concerned
about econom c and incone disparity in New York?

SENATOR YOUNG Actually, we are
very concerned about econonic disparity in
New York. And one of the greatest factors that
hurts people in New York right nowis the heavy
tax burden. And so when you | ook at our Senate
budget resolution that's before the house, we
actually provide tax relief of $4.3 billion just
in the STAR program al one, because the property
taxes are driving people out of the state.

| hear inpassioned pleas from people
inny district and fromall over the state every
singl e day about the property taxes. W are
t aki ng action through our conference to address
that problem and to address that problemin a
very significant way.

M. President, | would also like to
point out that |ast year it was our conference
that I ed the charge in putting in place the
| onest personal incone tax rate for m ddl e-cl ass

famlies in 70 years, in 70 years. And that
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actually is going into effect this year.

And when you | ook at, in addition to
the STAR program all of the different tax cuts
that are included in this resolution for the
m ddle class, it totals nearly $2 billion. Let
me repeat, $2 billion. So you put $2 billion on
top of $4.3 billion dollars for the STAR program
that's real relief.

And that will help New Yorkers dea
with the econom c disparities, because they're
suffering right now under the heavy tax burden.
And that's how we want to address it.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Young Vi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | woul d suggest
that you should just adjust the tax brackets
upwards to protect snmall businesses, rather than
giving multimllionaires and billionaires, nmany
of whomlive in ny district, a break.

| would also like to ask, though,

shifting gears, about the -- because we have very
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little tinme -- on the proposal by the Senate
majority to elimnate the $1 mllion capital

proj ect appropriation for the construction of a
menorial to commenorate the June 12, 2016
terrorist attack targeting the LGBT community in
O | ando, Florida.

Coul d the sponsor explain why the
Senate nmajority elimnated this nmenori al
primarily to LGBT victinms -- which, according to
t he Governor, would honor all victinms of hate,

i ntol erance and violence in New York's fight for
equal rights?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, that itemis under
di scussion and it will be discussed during budget
negoti ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Vell, |I'm
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di sappointed in that response, | have to say. |
don't think the LGBT conmunity is a bargaining
chip to be discussed later, and would like if the
sponsor could nane any other exanple by this
chanber to attenpt to deny funding to a nenori al
to victins of violence. Wiy wasn't it included
in the budget?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you
M. President, as | said, this topic is an
important topic, and it will be discussed during
budget negotiations. Wich after we pass this
one- house resol ution, the Assenbly does theirs,
t hen hopefully we will go to conference
commttees and discuss these issues in a very
transparent way.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Il -- I -- it was
specifically renmoved fromthe Governor's budget
proposal. So to suggest that it is under

consideration | think gives nme little confort.
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The anount is 6/10, 000t hs of
1 percent of the $152 billion budget. | have to
say, M. President, that that was a conscious
attenpt --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man, again, do you have a question you coul d
ask --

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: Yes, | do, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Coul d you
pose the question?

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: Does t he
sponsor - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Again, in
t he essence of tine.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: Does t he
sponsor -- | believe it was a conscious attenpt
to renove a tribute to the LGT comunity. Does
t he sponsor believe that the public should not
have the opportunity to provide such a tribute to
the victinms of Ol ando?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. As | said, we will be
di scussing this itemnoving forward. And it wll
be open and transparent, and I'msure we'll cone

to a conclusion on it.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, M. President?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Shifting gears,
wi sh to ask the sponsor about water quality.
Does -- in the fact that the Executive Budget
cont ai ned two proposal s to address drinking water
contam nation; those were renoved by the Senate
majority. Does the -- does New York State -- |
wi sh the sponsor to answer -- have a | ega
requi renent that private drinking wells be tested
for either regulated or unregul ated contam nants?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, we did not renove
it, but we in fact created our own programt hat
will provide for testing of wells. So thank you
for pointing that out.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, one nore question. That was not a
sati sfactory response.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, do you yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senator yields. You may pose the question,
Senat or Hoyl man.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: The -- is the
sponsor aware of how many New Yorkers rely on
private wells, which are currently not required
to test for drilling water contam nants?

SENATOR YOUNG Senat or, could you
speak a little slower? | had trouble
under st andi ng what you sai d.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: | s the sponsor
awar e of how many private wells, which are not
currently required to be tested for drinking

wat er cont anm nant s?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through

you, M. President. That information is not
avai lable. It's not known how many wells are not
t est ed.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Si x-point-five
mllion.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man woul d li ke to speak on --

SENATOR YOUNG Excuse ne,
M. President --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO One
second.

Senat or Young.

SENATCOR YOUNG M. President, 1'd
like to ask Senator Hoyl man where he gets that
figure from Because | have --

SENATOR HOYLIMAN: |"msorry, |
didn't hear --

SENATOR YOUNG | have the expert
on health issues in New York State right next to
me, and it's not -- that information is not
avai | abl e.

So I'd like to ask where it cones
from

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man, do you yield to that question?

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: | do indeed.

From the CGovernor's office.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN: On the bill,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man, you nay be heard on the resol ution.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: 11l be brief.

W are in the express portion of our -- or the
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I i ght ni ng-round portion of our budgetary portion.
| think that there are a | ot of
unanswered questions in this budget. | do want
to point out that the thing that distresses ne
nost is that we are not ensuring that New Yorkers
pay their fair share. These who nake tens of
mllions of dollars should pay the sane
percentage -- they should be paying the sane
per cent age as ot her states which have
mllionaire s taxes.

And | urge that ny coll eagues vote
agai nst this budget proposal. W have a crisis
of econom c disparity in our state. The top
5 percent of households in New York have average
incomes 20 tinmes as |large as the bottom
20 percent of househol ds. Trickle-down econonics
is not going to bring resurgence to our econony.
We have to figure out ways to provide for our
school s, our infrastructure, our housing, and our
seniors. Letting mllionaires and billionaires
of f the hook is not going to do it.

"1l be voting in the negative.
Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or

Squadr on.
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SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,
M. President. |If the sponsor would yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young, do you yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very
much. And it's good to see you again. W've
been through many parts of this conversation many
years in the past. | unfortunately don't know
how much of it will have changed. But, you know,
our viewers at home | think are dependi ng on us,
so | appreciate the opportunity.

| was wondering if the resolution
before us includes, in whole or in part, the
Governor's Executive Budget proposal that's
encapsul ated in S2010, Part B, the ethics reform
and anti-corruption proposals of the Governor's.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. So
t hrough you, M. President, actually if Senator
Squadron | ooks at the Article VIl |anguage, we
left the Governor's bill as is. But we do have
| anguage in the resolution that tal ks about

havi ng di scussi ons and possi bl e changes to the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1114

Governor's proposal .

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
will continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Can you j ust
take me through what to make of the fact that the
Article VI bill is unnodified but the resolution
tal ks about a nodification? Is it the Senate
majority's position that the Governor's
anti-corruption bill should be accepted,
rejected, or nodified?

SENATOR YOUNG So through you

M. President, as | just said, I'll repeat nyself
again. In the Article VII| we actually accepted
the Governor's -- or in the Article VII we did

not change the Governor's proposal, but we do say
in our resolution that we woul d consi der
nodi fications to it.

|"d like to point out that the
Senate and the Assenbly already have acted to
anend the Constitution to strip a corrupt public
official convicted of a felony of his or her
pension. And this nmeasure, as we know, will be
on the ballot this comng fall. | think that's a

maj or step forward. And there are al so severa
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t hi ngs that we have passed.

The Governor has a proposal, we are
taking a close look at it, and what we're saying
is we're not changing it in the Article VII
However, we woul d consi der sone nodifications
during negotiations on the Governor's proposal.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: So agai n,
because | think it's quite confusing, is it the
Senate nmajority's position to accept the
Governor's proposal to close the LLC | oophol e or
toreject it?

SENATOR YOUNG So actually, as |
said, we would consider nodifications.

We al so are tal king about neani ngf ul
procurenent reform and we believe that there
shoul d be a discussion on those issues. W
believe that there should be transparency and
accountability with the Enpire State
Devel opnent' s Regi onal Econom ¢ Devel opnent
Counci | s.

And we al so remai n opposed to

t axpayer - funded canpai gns, whi ch have been, | my
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poi nt out, the source of significant corruption
in New York City.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
could continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Since the LLC
| oophol e and abuse of it has been connected to a
great deal of corruption in New York State
government, including the former |eader of this
house and the former |eader of the Assenbly, and
nmenti oned in many other corruption
investigations -- | don't see any nention of it
here in the Senate budget resolution before us,
so | just want to understand. Does silence nean
approval of the Governor's proposal to close the
LLC | oophole? It would be great news if it does.

SENATOR YOUNG As | previously
stated -- and this will be about the fourth tine,
but this happens when Senat or Squadron asks

guestions, unfortunately -- we address it in the

Article VI1 in that we do not nmake any changes to

t he Governor's proposal, but we are saying that

we woul d consi der nodifications during the
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negoti ati ons.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Si nce the budget
process in Al bany is generally understood to be
each house having a budget position and the
Executive proposing a budget position, we know
that the Governor has proposed his reformbill to
cl ose the LLC | oophol e, we know that the Assenbly
in their resolution approves that proposal. So
the question here is whether the Senate does too.
If it does, we have three-way agreenent, and
that's how t hi ngs pass.

Here, with two weeks to go before
t he budget is concluded, can we get confirmation
that the Senate majority is not going to block
closing the LLC | oophole and in fact will, as the
Article VI1 bill states, support it?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you

M. President, |'ve answered this question four
different tinmes. 1'll answer it for the fifth
time, but then | will not yield for any nore
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guestions if it's the same question.

Under the Article VII bill that we
i ntroduced, we did not make any nodifications to
t he Governor's proposal. However, in our
resolution that we're considering right now, we
say that we are open to making nodifications to
the Governor's proposal. And that's the | ast
time I wll answer that question.

Thank you.

SENATOR SQUADRON: On the bill,

M. President -- on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Squadron on the resol ution.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Forgive ne, |
have now nade that error three years in a row,
referring to this as a bill, not a resolution.

Al so the sane with prior years, we
are tal king about closing a | oophole that allows
essentially anonynmous unlimted donations to
underm ne the credibility and integrity of our
government, which we have seen agai n and agai n.
And as in prior years, we have a Governor and an
Assenbly that support closing that | oophole, and
a Senate mpjority that does not. That's an

enor Nnbus i ssue.
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And, you know, | know that Senator
Young feels a little bit that we're in a
Groundhog Day situation here. | do too. The
probl emis when you don't get clear answers and,
nore inmportantly, when you don't get changes that
gi ve New Yorkers a reason to have greater faith
in their government, you need to keep going
around and around.

| don't believe that we should be
giving up on this issue sinply because it has
been bl ocked many tines before, just as | don't
think that it's acceptable for New Yorkers to get
an answer that's no answer at all on a core issue
of the integrity of their state governnent, which
their tax dollars fund, which they depend on for
basic civil rights and liberties, and which is so
important in so nany aspects of their |ives.

Now, of course, M. President, sone
t hi ngs have stayed the sanme since prior years.
One for certainis that if the LLC | oophole is
not closed in the final budget, we will knowit's
because the Senate majority blocked it, despite
t he obfuscation of the prior interaction.

But sonet hing that has changed is

sonme of what the Governor has said in the year
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since. This is not just ne bringing this up
every year, it's the Governor of the State of

New York, editorial pages across the state, and
voters who have good reason to be frustrated by a
government that too often feels dysfunctional and
controlled by interests nmuch nore powerful than

t hey are.

The Governor said, this past year:
"That fear of real problens, conbined with
m strust about the governnent, is the toxic
conbi nation that this nation now faces.

"Sadly, New York is no exception.

Qur state has suffered a few |l ong years of

seenm ngly endl ess scandals at all |evels: County
governments, city governnents, legislative

| eaders in the Senate and Assenbly, in the
judiciary, the NYPD, and even in the Executive.

"Serious m sconduct has been all eged
and in sonme cases it has been proven.

"These scandal s have affected the
state from N agara Falls to Montauk Point.
Denocrats, Republicans, Conservatives, Liberals,
| ndependents -- no party or group i s inmmune.

"I believe this public trust and

integrity issue nust be addressed -- directly and
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forthrightly. | don't believe in denial as a
life strategy. | believe you nust face your
probl ems, no matter how unpl easant, and do your
best to resolve them

"It is time for action, not words."

Unfortunately, yet again we have a
Senat e budget resolution and a Senate majority
position with a whole [ ot of words, but no action
to restore New Yorkers' faith in governnent. And
t he conversation we just had about it | think
only nakes that point even nore dramatically.

It's a very sinple issue. It's a
sinple issue that allows a small nunber of
heavily invested special interests to swanp
everyone el se's voice. It would be easy to close
it legislatively. |In fact, the Governor | think
proposed six different ways to do it |ast year.
| " ve proposed six or eight over the years. W've
debated this | think for five years now.

Let's not talk around it, let's just
get it done. And if we don't get it done, |
think we will all know why.

Unfortunately, this budget proposal
al so does sone other slightly strange things.

And on a different topic, if the sponsor would be
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willing to yield again -- it is in fact a
di fferent topic.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

| notice that in the resolution --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Young vyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

| notice that in the resolution in
the Departnent of Criminal Justice Services the
Senate has rejected the Executive's
recommendations for the creation of a bail reform
assessnment tool and the enactnment of speedy trial
provi sions. Wy were those two proposals
rej ected?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you. Through
you, M. President. Actually, they were rejected
because there was no detail provided by the
Executive in his proposal. It would be
irresponsible for us to just accept sonething
i ke that without any detail.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: s an
alternative proposal put forth by the Senate
majority to deal with the speedy trial crisis in
New York State that denies New Yorkers their
constitutional right to a speedy trial?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. What we're doing is we're asking
t he Governor to give nore details on his
proposal. And once we get those, then | think
that we can look at it, do an evaluation as to
what makes sense, what doesn't mmke sense, and
see what kind of final product we can cone up
with. But right now we don't have any
information on it.

And | believe that if the Governor
provides us with information, then we can take
action.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Does that mean
that the Senate majority position is an interest
in speedy trial reformthat's sinply left out of

the resolution? O would it be very happy to
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nove on this year without addressing this
critical issue?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. [It's very difficult to judge what
action woul d be taken right now because, as |
said, we don't have any details, we don't have
any information. W need to understand exactly
what the Governor is proposing. And once we get
that, we'll be able to nake judgnents goi ng
forward

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,

M. President, on the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Squadron on the resol ution.

SENATOR SQUADRON: And | thank the
sponsor for that answer.

And you know, it's alittle bit
ironic to be tal king about the absence of details
when this very resolution takes a conpl ex and
critical issue such as Raise the Age and makes a
brief reference to it without any details or any
information or any clarity about where the Senate
maj ority stands.

The Senate Denocratic Conference has

been very clear with the Raise the Age proposal,
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as has that the Governor, as has the Assenbly.
And if you're speaking about a |lack of detail, it
is alnost definitional fromthe absence of any in
the Senate majority resolution on Raise the Age.

About speedy trial, it's strange to
need further details before we act. W know t hat
New York State has for decades had a speedy tria
crisis. W know it has a |law on the books that
does nothing to guarantee a speedy trial to the
accused, who are presumed i nnocent. W know t hat
t he consequence of that is a ball ooning
popul ation at Rikers Island and other jails
across the state. W knowit's that victins have
to wait an inordinate amount of tine -- on
average, in the City of New York, nearly two
years -- to see justice when they are victim zed
by a crime. W know that it takes fol ks who end
up i nnocent and destroys their |ives.

That's exactly what happened to
Kal i ef Browder. Hi s nane has becone wel | - known
across the nation, although unfortunately in
New York no action has been taken to right the
wrongs that he suffered. At 16 years old, he was
accused of stealing a backpack. He went on to

serve nore than three years on Ri kers before
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bei ng rel eased w thout ever being convicted of
that crine. That ordeal unfortunately destroyed
himto the point that he took his own life
subsequent to being rel eased.

And that is not a unique story that
Kal i ef Browder suffered. It is one that happens
too often in courts in Suffol k County, where
there's a trial delay problem in the five
bor oughs of New York City, and across the state.

W know that we need reformof the
law that allows the kind of trial delays we're
seeing. W know that the State Assenbly in their
budget fixes this with a proposal nanmed for
Kal i ef Browder that passed the Assenbly
unani nously, Republican and Denocratic
cosponsorship of that bill in the Assenbly. W
know t hat the Governor has proposed to fix it and
put nmoney in this budget.

And we know the Senate majority
rejects even the $100,000 in this budget. Which
nmeans there will be yet further delay on justice
for so many New Yorkers who are accused of crines
and so many who are the victins of crines.

| strongly urge that this noney is

restored and that the Senate go beyond this and
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join the Assenbly in passing true speedy trial
reform which requires partnership with the
Ofice of Court Administration, in the State
Budget. There are too many New Yorkers whose
constitutional rights are being denied in the
interim

M. President, there are a coupl e of
good things in here. I'mglad that we're doing a
little sonething to take care of our seniors by
i ncreasing funding for NORCs. 1'mglad that we
are restoring Title XX noney so that 65 senior
centers -- or nore -- in New York Gty won't have
to cl ose.

Al though the truth is, even when it
conmes to social services, there are as many gaps
as there are blocks. W don't increase funding
for evidence-based maternal hone visiting like
Nurse- Fam |y Partnership, which has historically
been a bipartisan push. There's no nore proven
programto help new famlies. W don't fund
settl ement houses, which are cradle-to-old age
prograns across the state.

And for those reasons and nany
others, I"'mnot going to be able to support this

resol uti on. If in fact we had a resol ution that
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restored people's speedy trial rights, closed the
LLC | oophol e, took care of the nobst vul nerable,
then we woul d have a very different proposal

bef ore us.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Rivera on the resol ution.

SENATCR RI VERA: I will not ask the
sponsor to yield, because |I think that many of
t he questions have been asked al ready, but also
because | am sure that many of the responses
woul d be further obfuscations.

There's a lot of reasons to vote
agai nst this resolution. Many of ny coll eagues
have poi nted out many of them al ready. Whet her
we' re tal king about Senator Squadron pointing out
right now as far as the LLC | oophol e or other
canpai gn finance reforns that are not in here,
whet her we're tal king about issues of taxation
that were brought up by Senator Hoyl man, whet her

we' re tal king about issues of education which
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wer e brought up by Senator Krueger, m ght be
brought up by other coll eagues afterwards,

whet her we're tal king about the -- sonething that
has not been brought up yet, but related to the
health part of this resolution, there are both a
$20 premiumthat is inposed on Essential Plan
consuners that was rejected by the Assenbly and
we believe should be rejected as well, as well as
a requirenment that a portion of the capital noney
that is allocated for healthcare facilities
across the state -- there was a requirenent in
the original Executive proposal that would
require community providers to have a chunk of

it. It was renoved. So now conmunity providers,
if this were to pass, would not have access to
that capital funding.

There's many reasons to vote agai nst
it. And one which was pointed out by our
col | eague Senator G anaris right at the beginning
is not inconsequential. The procedural issue
here is not sonething to be ignored. The fact
that there will be apparently another resol ution
that will be introduced on this floor, which is
somet hi ng that has never been done before, the

fact that we really did not have tinme to | ook
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over as nmuch of this resolution as we needed
to -- for all these reasons, this is a resolution
t hat shoul d be voted against.

One thing in particular that | want
to underline that | think makes it particularly
i nportant that we vote against it, and that is
the fact that the only thing that is included
related to sonmething that is a noral inperative
for us as a Legislature, to Raise the Age of
crimnal responsibility, the only thing that is
i ncluded is one paragraph. This is the reason
why | did not ask questions about it, because |
woul d have been referred to that paragraph. So
"1l just point to that paragraph in Article VII,
Part J, that just nerely says: W wll think
about it. We will bring it up at sone point. W
kind of -- it's sonething inportant that we
shoul d probably | ook into.

That is not sufficient, |adies and
gentlemen. And | want to make sure that we
understand what it is that we're tal ki ng about
here: a gentleman whose famly still lives in ny
district. H's name was brought up by Senat or
Squadron. The gentleman's nane was Kal i ef

Browder. And |I'msure you've all heard of this
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gentleman. |If you have not, there is a
docunentary series that is playing right now that
you can go into your conmputer and see that tells
the plight of this young nman, who at 16 was
arrested, accused of stealing a backpack.
Utimately the charges were dropped. But in

bet ween that period, he spent three years in

Ri kers Island, nost of that time in solitary
confinenment. And sadly, just a few years ago,
conmitted suicide in the hone that his nother
still resides inin nmy district.

That gentl eman shoul d not have been
in that position. So | want to challenge all of
you. So in this case, in this resolution, there
is just that sentence. And in all honesty,
| adi es and gentlenmen, | do not believe it is a
serious commtnent to making this happen this
year. | challenge all of you to recognize that
the story of M. Browder is just one of thousands
of stories that happen in this state of people,
young nen and young wonen, who are right now
nmerely accused of sonething and mght linger in
jail for years, to ultimtely have the charges
dropped. O even if the person conmtted an act,

that person is still considered an adult under
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our current |aw.

This is imoral. And I'd want to
ask all of you to recognize that that is. And
al so to recogni ze that nmany tinmes when you bring
up i ssues, as you do on the paragraph that is on
your resolution, about balancing it out with
public safety -- assum ng that we are not
concerned about that and assuming that letting it
stand and letting the status quo remain w ||
address the issues of public safety that you
have.

Let's be real, |adies and gentl enen.
| would challenge all of you, this is a nora
i nperative for us this year. W cannot continue
to all ow young nen and wonen to just be in that
system W cannot allow for these nmen and wonen,
the overwhelmng majority of which have never
even commtted a crime, to sit many tines in
solitary confinenent and be treated as adults
when we know that they shoul dn't be.

So call it what you may, what |'m
doing right now, call it grandstanding, that's
fine. Just please be aware, we are bei ng watched
by people that are paying attention. |[|'d ask al

of you to | ook inside yourselves and say that we
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have to go beyond the little, oh, we have to
consider this, we have to consider that. W have
a responsibility to these young nen and wonen.

We have a responsibility to ourselves as a
Legislature and as a state. Let's get it done
this year. This resolution doesn't do it. W
need to do it. Let's nake sure we do it.

For that reason anong the others
that | pointed out, I'lIl be voting in the
negative on this resolution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

There are nmany issues worth speaki ng
about. M coll eague spoke passionately, and |
didn't see the grandstanding. There are many
issues -- I'"'mgoing to try to focus on two, but
which two? Raise the Age is worth speaking
about, rejecting the free tuition and t he DREAM
Act from TAP. W could speak --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders -- Senator Sanders --

SENATOR SANDERS: -- about
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elimnating $35 mllion fromthe Enpire After
School Program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders.

SENATCOR SANDERS: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You want
to be heard on the resolution; correct?

SENATOR SANDERS: No, no, | am
actually going to raise a question, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Ckay.

SENATOR SANDERS: Ckay. Let's see.
|"mjust trying to figure out which question,
there are so many worthy to speak of. But if the
sponsor will yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you. Thank
you, sponsor.

| want to question the -- let's
start with MABEL, MABE. MABE has -- well, first
things first. |Is the sponsor aware of MABE and

its need in New York State?
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SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, | actually have been sponsor on
MABE bills that have been passed and nade into
| aw.

SENATOR SANDERS: Ckay. Through
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: | s the sponsor
aware that it has been elimnated in the
Republ i can resol ution com ng forward?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, it was taken out of
this particular resolution because we want to
expl ore how we can nmake the program actually even
nore effective. So there are discussions going
on about that.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Does
Senat or Young vyi el d?

SENATCOR SANDERS: O course the
sponsor is aware that this programwas created by
a conservative Republican president, Richard

Ni xon and -- well, | should start there. s the
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sponsor aware that this was created by a
conservative Republican?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. As | stated earlier, |'ve
actual |y sponsored, gotten through the
| egi sl ative process, passed bills that have been
made into law regarding MABE. So |'mvery aware
of the program

SENATOR SANDERS: Al t hough not

exactly nmy answer, but I'll take it. So is the
sponsor -- is there a cormittee that has been
designed to work on this issue? |'mthe father
of MMBE in New York City. | would be glad to

| end ny expertise to any conmttee that wants to
do these things. 1Is there a commttee that has
been created to work on this issue?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. Actually, one of the other things
that we need to examne is the Governor's
disparity report that has not been rel eased.
That was due on August 15th. And |I'm sure
Senator Sanders is aware of that. W'd like to
have that information. |'m sure Senator Sanders
woul d I'ike to have that information also, as far

as having data that we can | ook at and say this
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is working, this isn't working, how can we nmake
t he program better.

And that's what | nmean about
exploring different ways to inprove the program
It's difficult to do, however, when you don't get
the information fromthe Executive. So |I'm
hopeful that Senator Sanders will join me in
asking for that disparity report, because | think
it's needed.

SENATOR SANDERS: WI1l the sponsor
yield for a statenent, or an answer?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You can
make your --

SENATOR SANDERS: kay. |
absolutely join the sponsor in that everything we
shoul d do shoul d be based on know edge as we nove
forward, whether a thing works or whether a thing
doesn't work. |'m concerned, however, that
sonmetimes we may use know edge or the | ack
thereof to ensure that a thing doesn't happen.

WIIl the sponsor yield to a
di fferent question?

SENATOR YOUNG Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR YOUNG Yes.

SENATOR SANDERS: | s the sponsor
aware that a mllion dollars has been taken by
the resolution fromthe Ofice of Cimte Change,
New York State's Ofice of dimte Change?

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President, through you. Actually, there
hasn't been any noney taken in the resolution
fromclinmte change.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President, I'll help us out. 1Is the -- do we
believe that we are in a climte change probl em
and is this problem caused by human activity?

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President. As | said, there hasn't been any
noney renoved for climte change from our budget
resolution. So it's in there. It's like Prego;
it's in there.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: Okay. Just
one -- that final question, | didn't get ny
guestion. | wanted to know, does the sponsor
believe that climte change has been caused by
human activity?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, | believe
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t he sponsor answered your question.

SENATOR YOUNG Through you
M. President, that has nothing to do with this
resolution. And | don't think it's a germane
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: -- on the
resol ution, rather.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: There are nany,
many things that one could vote against. Let's
be clear, there are sone good things in the
resolution too. It should be -- those things
shoul d be noted, and |I'msure that there are
t hose who will do so.

But | believe that the negative
t hi ngs so outweigh the positive, whether it be
t aki ng noney fromthe MIA or the Foundation Aid,

we're ignoring the CFE legislation -- | mean,
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there are so many things that | think that at the

end of the day, we're going to have to -- a
rational vieww |l be to -- a rational view, from
my point of view, hows that -- will be to vote

no on this one.

Thank you very nuch, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President. | think it's really
unfortunate --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
St avi sky, are you on the resol ution?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: On the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | will spare the
sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Can
have sone order, please.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | think it's
terribly unfair, because the Senate Denocratic

Conf erence has worked on a nunber of higher
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education proposals -- and our purpose really was
to, anmong other things, take a | ook at how the
students are being burdened with unaffordable
tuition, with increasing debt upon graduation.

And it's our priority to reduce
t heir dependence on tuition and inprove state
support for higher education. And we do this,
obvi ously, with, anmong other things, a
mai nt enance of effort investnent, additional
faculty lines, Conmmunity Coll ege Base Aid,
et cetera.

For one thing -- and let ne
hi ghl i ght our areas that were not included in the
maj ority resolution or were included but, we
feel, inadequately.

The Opportunity Programs were cut in
t he Executive Budget, but unfortunately many of
them were not restored in the majority proposal.
And this is an investnent really because it wll
come back in the formof tax paynents and
comunity invol venent.

We support a nultiyear approach to
maki ng col l ege tuition affordable for New York
famlies, and we are suggesting creation of an

Educate New York program And it would be for
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famlies with incomes up to $150, 000 adj usted
gross incone. And it would be covered for state
public colleges and universities, plus a

suppl enental tuition assistance grant of $1300
woul d be included for students attending private
col | eges and universities.

W woul d noderni ze TAP to cover nore
m ddl e-class famlies. W suggest providing
$15 mllion for a College Student Success
Initiative for SUNY and CUNY to reduce
homel essness and hunger on canpuses. | was taken
aback when the president of a community coll ege
at CUNY told me she had hundreds attendi ng that
col |l ege who are honeless. To ne, that is a
t ragedy.

We support, obviously, inproving the
mai nt enance of effort for SUNY and CUNY,
additional commtnments for rising costs that CUNY
and SUNY have experienced. W support an
increase in Base Aid for conmunity coll eges.

We -- anong ot her suggestions, we should be

i ncreasing the funding for worker education by
$2 mllion, because these prograns create career
trai ning prograns so that when the students

graduate, they have a job, and a job that exists
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in New York.

We suggest expandi ng the STEM
schol arshi p program because that's currently
avai l abl e only to CUNY and SUNY students, and we
think it should be available to students in
private colleges as well.

We vehenently support the DREAM Act.
And that will come back in so many ways to help
not just the student, but the entire comunity.
Because everyone knows a col | ege-educat ed
i ndi vidual will earn nore noney, they'll pay nore
in taxes, they will buy locally and inprove the
| ocal econony, they participate in community
activities. There are so many reasons, econonic
reasons, why we shoul d be supporting the DREAM
Act .

W reject the |anguage that would
requi re each canmpus on the CUNY Foundati on and
ot her nonprofits to contribute a 10 percent
tithe. Because that's really what it is, it's a
tax of 10 percent on their funding.

We support |egislation that would
prohi bit CUNY and SUNY students -- and to its
credit, CUNY has already adopted this, where they

woul d be prohibited from aski ng questions about
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immgration status unless required by the federal
government. And that could aid in the
deportation of students.

So there are so nmany reasons why |
t hi nk our proposal should have had a proper
airing. This, unfortunately, is not the way we
ought to be doing things. And it's not for
policy so much as the process. This is a
terrible process. And it's sonething that |
think really ought to be changed.

So agai n, thank you, M. President,
and I will be voting no on the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

The Secretary will call the roll on
the resolution. Ring the bell.

As the nenbers cone into the

chanber, we will allow explanation of votes. But
it will be strictly kept to two m nutes.
The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonmery to explain her vote.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.
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| will respond to a couple of areas
in this budget that | find particularly
troubl esome. One is that we have, in this
particul ar budget, suggested that we codify very,
very harnful regulations regarding childcare
providers in our state. | think over the |ong
run it's going to be extrenmely harnful to them
and there is no -- apparently no option for an
appeal before they're just summarily shut down.

The other part is | want to respond
to what sone of ny coll eagues have said as it
relates to Raise the Age. This is the exact sane
thing that happened in terns of Raise the Age
| ast year. And that is it fell off the table,
out of the budget, and of course, in the end, it
went away.

In fact, there are sonme sections in
this particular proposal that in my opinion
absolutely go in the opposite direction of what
we tried to do with Raise the Age.

For instance, there is a section
t hat tal ks about enhanced penalties for so-called
gang activity. That is directly targeting young
people in parts of our state. It al so speaks

about unsealing previously seal ed records of
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juveniles and youth in our state, exactly the
opposite of what we want to do with Raise the
Age.

It also tal ks about crimnalizing
graffiti as a hate crime, no |ess.

So there are sonme parts of this
budget that are so heinous as it relates to what
we intend to do and propose to do for young
people. Meanwhile, it takes $18 mllion away

fromM Brother's Keeper. W just got it |ast

year.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery - -
SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: It al so
reduces by $5 nmillion Early Col |l ege prograns in

our state. So --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Mont gonery, can you pl ease concl ude.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: And lastly, in
conclusion, we establish in this proposal what we
call a Youth Violence Prevention Task Force.

Now, let ne just say that is the biggest cop-out
that | can ever inmagine, that we have a task
force to study what we al ready know works. And

we have a neasly $600, 000 for Youth Build
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programnms. That thing works.

We have ot her progranms that work.
We shoul d be investing in themand not creating
nore and nore --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery -- Senator Montgonery --

SENATCOR MONTGOMERY: -- cri m nal
penal ties for young people in our state.

| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you. Senator Montgonery to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Bonacic to explain his vote.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. President.

Naturally | support the highlights
that are in our majority resolution budget.

l"d like to just conment that |
t hi nk when any nenber stands up and speaks to the
maj ority resolution, they are not grandstandi ng.
And your views are taken into consideration. As
you know, these are the start of a negotiating
position fromnow till when the budget is
adopted. So your words mean sonet hi ng.

| was a little upset by hearing the
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M nority Leader speak about how your voice has
been silent. | don't believe there's an |IDC
menber or any nenber in this ngjority that would
ever silence the voice of a Senator as he
represents his constituents.

And when the Governor's budget cane
out, you had all the tools to tal k about what
your positions were, whether you did it through
Facebook, Twitter, press rel eases, an enuil
blast. You're always out there saying what you
believe in, because | read it.

And the last thing I want to nmention
is that you have the opportunity to put your
Denocratic mnority resolution forward. You
could have filed it, on what you stood for. It
may not be debated on this floor, but all your
positions could have been outlined in a public
docurent, with transparency, of which you could
have conmuni cated with all your constituents with
t he communi cation tools that you have.

And you coul d have even put an
excl amati on poi nt, because when we put our
maj ority conference resolution forward, and you
hear the UDC s, you can -- |IDC, excuse nme -- you

can then tal k about your own. So your voice is

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1149

never, never silent.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Poi nt of order,
M. President.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris -- Senator Bonacic, thank you. You are
recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris --

SENATOR G ANARI S: | was hopi ng not
to reopen this wound, but | can't help --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris, that was an explanation of votes. What
is your point of order?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yeah, but I'm
maki ng a point of order, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. What is
your point of order?

SENATOR G ANARI S: A poi nt of
personal privilege, M. President.

| just want to clarify that what
Senat or Bonacic's saying is in no way accurate in
terms of the process here. There has never
before in nmy time here been two majority

resol utions that have been presented. And it was
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in reaction to that that we asked that we have
ours considered as well.

And the notion we can be heard by
t weeti ng and goi ng on Facebook is an incredible
di srespect to this building, to this room and to
the offices that we hold as State Senators. So |
don't want to hear that we can be heard because
we go on Twitter, Senator Bonacic. That is
i ncredi bly of fensive.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or -- gentlenmen, conduct through the chair.

You cannot use personal invective.
Your point of order is not well taken.

Senat or Latinmer, you may speak to
expl ain your vote.

SENATOR LATI MER: Thank you,

M. President. You can start the stopwatch.

Last year when | | ooked at the
majority resolution, | |ooked at the positives
and the negatives and | assessed that there was
nore positive than negative, and | voted for the
Republ i can resol uti on.

This year as |'ve | ooked at the
resolution, | see positives init, but | see nore

negatives, so I'mstanding with a no vote on this
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year's resol ution

The positives in this resolution
t hat haven't been heard on the board, | agree
with the rejection of the MIA powers over | ocal
zoning rights. | agree with this resolution's
parity for the Enpire City facility with Resorts
Wrld. | agree with the Buy American provisions,
and | agree with the rejection of the STAR
cappi ng and sone of the things in 2016 we did on
STAR

But the negatives outweigh the
positives. What we've done in education is not
sufficient, either in the anbunt of nobney nor in
the way we've handl ed the Foundation formul a.
This fornula really works against the interests
of the Big Five school districts, against
Buf f al o, agai nst Rochester, and for ny personal
pur poses, agai nst the need of Yonkers. And the
Foundation formul a does not take into account
things that will wind up affecting districts |ike
Port Chester and others that have a high ELO
i ndi cat or.

We have accepted, in this
resol ution, cuts to the MIA which | do not

support. W have accepted, in this, no action on
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et hics, canpaign finance reform and particularly
i nspector general provisions for the Port

Aut hority. There is no general increase in Ad
to Municipalities, which I think is | ong overdue.
And | don't agree with the sweeps of the Regional
G eenhouse Gas Initiative.

So on bal ance, this year | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Latinmer in the negative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, | saw this budgetary
process through a different lens |ast year as a
staff menber in the Legislature. As a nenber,
it's alot different.

My theme is that it does not go far
enough. As nmany of mny col |l eagues have al |l uded
to, there are many positive points in this
budget ary one-house resolution, but it doesn't go
far enough.

The Tenant Protection Unit was
conpletely cut. In the Gty of New York, in ny
district alone, that saves 6,000 tenants. This

does not go far enough.
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NYCHA, woeful |y underfunded.

There's sone funding there, but it does not go
far enough.

And lastly, we're in a state where
peopl e are facing troubling times econom cally,
and people are struggling with food. Food
deserts are in many places in our state. Food
insecurity is ranpant in the Cty of New York and
the State of New York. To reject the Executive's
proposal concerning food waste is what | believe
to be irresponsi ble and sonething that | hope
that my coll eagues from both sides of the aisle,
we work on, and look at trying to get, to the
peopl e who need food the nost, food that is
unused but still edible.

Thank you, M. President. And I
vote no for the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you. Senator Bailey to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.
| just wanted to revisit the fact in

expl aining nmy vote that this budget, | think for
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the first tinme in the history of this body,
actual ly defunds a nenorial for LGBT people. And
| find that shocking and di stressing, but maybe
not surprising, given that this bill is part --
this resolution is part of a practice here, |
have to say, where any nention of LGBT people is
forbidden in legislation that we consider.

Since 2011, not a single bil
has passed this chanber that has directly
benefited or nmentioned LGBT people. In fact,
| ast year when we passed a bill to nane
Stonewal I, in ny district, where the LGBT
nmovenment was founded, we had to strip the bill of
any reference to LGBT people so it could be
considered on this floor.

At another tinme, when we considered
a resolution on the Ol ando nassacre, there was

no nention of LGBT people or Latinos.

So for that reason alone, | think it
deserves a thunmbs down. In addition to that,
we -- in this Senate resolution we are watering

down the Hate Crinmes Task Force proposed by the
Governor, and we are al so renovi ng somne
protections for LGBT people in our public

schools. So I'll be voting in the negati ve.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man in the negati ve.

Senator Breslin to explain his vote.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| had intended, as |'ve already done
by expressing ny negative vote, to sit and watch
the others. But | thought it would be inportant
that | expressed what happened to ne shortly
after the election in Novenber. | began getting
phone cal |l s sayi ng, "Thank goodness you were
reel ected, you'll be able to Twitter for the next
two years."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And then | got,
gee, letters and ot her phone calls about being
able to be on Facebook and expandi ng nmy nunbers.
And it went beyond that. And the nore | got, the
nore | realized how inportant that m ght not be.

And when | was elected, | was
el ected to serve in this body and equally express
my opinion on issues that are inportant to us.
And with this resolution, | believe there are so

many things that | disagree with -- albeit sone
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that are very positive and very good -- but that
| woul d obviously mss a great deal.

But first, Foundation Aid. W
haven't resolved it, and we haven't resolved it
in a positive way, particularly for the
hi gh-needs districts. And | happen to represent
five cities, and there's many hi gh-needs students
within that district who need additional
Foundati on Aid.

To go on, the mllionaire' s tax. W

think that we can get along with hel ping people

wi thout extending that mllionaire's tax, with
over $4 billion not included here? W' re kidding
our sel ves.

And | can go on and on. Wth
ethics, no ethics relief. People calling us and
sayi ng, Wiy are you doing this? Wy aren't you
comi ng up with a package that resol ves the
et hical problens that exist, not only within this
body, but across the State of New York?

And in nmy own district, which has a
structural -- the Cty of Al bany, which has a
structural inbalance that everyone knows about.
Over 60 percent of the property in Al bany is

state property, nontaxable. And it creates a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1157

situation where Al bany will never have the
sufficient dollars to fully balance its budget.

And when they say, Well, people live
there, they work in the Legislature -- the
majority don't live in the City of Al bany, they
live in the suburbs. They go beyond that.

So for these few reasons and nany
others, and to be able to get up because | was
el ected to express ny point of view, | vote no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Breslin. To be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Boyle to explain his vote.

SENATOR BOYLE: To explain ny vote,
M. President.

| support this resolution because of
the great noves it nakes in reform ng our
econoni ¢ devel opnent systens here in New York
State. W do great work with the Regi ona
Econom ¢ Devel opnment Council s, bringing about
nore openness and nore transparency.

And al so for wi nding down the failed
START- UP NY program W' ve wasted tens of

mllions of dollars on this programwth very
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little to show for it, and for sonme reason the
Governor wants to cling to this failed program
wants to change its nane to the Excel sior
Program | was thinking about there's one thing
we're mssing in New York State, and that's nore
progranms naned Excel sior.

It hasn't worked no matter what it's
called, and we need to wind it dowm. | don't
know why the Governor is clinging to it. Just
admt it doesn't work. | don't know, for sone
reason he may have his mnd on national office.
| can tell the Governor that you cannot becone
president of the United States without admtting
you nake m stakes. Usually. That's not --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BOYLE: | vote in favor

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Boyl e recorded in the affirmative.

Senator LaValle to explain his vote.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,

M. President.

I'd like to thank the nenbers for
their input in the higher education portion of
this resolution. | want to thank the staff that

wor ked very, very hard to produce a higher ed
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portion of the budget that is nore dynam c and
forwar d-| ooki ng than ever before. And there's a
proposal in this resolution, a $1.5 mllion
proposal, that came fromthe students on a pil ot
program for telehealth. So everyone participated
in this proposal.

Beyond hi gher education, | think
once again we worked very hard to produce a very
f orwar d- | ooki ng budget that | believe citizens of
this state can be proud of.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
LaVal l e recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President, and my coll eagues.

| think there's a whole bunch of
very good reasons -- and very good proposals in
providing for funding in a whole variety of
areas -- to vote for this particular budget this
year.

But over the period that |I've been a
New York State |egislator in both houses now, and
at the beginning of this |egislative session,

|"ve said in those years what | said this year
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Any budget on any |evel should always start with
funding with those who are nost vul nerable in
ternms of our population and then build up from
t here.

|"mproud to be a part of this
menbership in the nmgjority side of the Senate who
is providing the funding in this budget, |ed by
Senator Ortt and his commttee and many of us who

support it, to be fair to direct care and put

mllions of dollars into our proposal and into
this budget -- which | guess you're voting
against in terns of the budget right now -- for

t hose individuals who are nost vul nerabl e.

And if you've never had a famly
menber who needed that funding, | have. | had a
br ot her named Joey who had Down syndrone. So |
know t he inportance of keeping staffing in place
for those who are nost vul nerable, the
consi stency of that.

W had a Governor who did an
executive order and did damage to that
popul ation. They have list upon |ist of jobs
avai | abl e where individuals have left, not
because they want to -- they're well trained,

they'd like to care for our nost vul nerable
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popul ation in ARCs and other areas. They're
sitting at cash registers at fast food areas

ri ght now because of that executive order, for
$15. Qur direct care providers shouldn't be
getting $15, they should be getting $20, $25.

And this body, on both sides of the aisle, should
be supporting that.

And |'m proud to stand and vote for
this budget that provides the direct care dollars
for those individuals who provide those services.
And it's going to be fair for direct care.

Thank you, President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Tedi sco in the affirmative.

Resul t s?

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 32. Nays,

28.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | believe you
have at the desk Resol ution 1051, by Senator
Klein. Wuld you please call that up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 1051, by Senator Klein, in response to the
2017- 2018 Executive Budget subm ssion
(Legislative Bills Senate 2000B, 2003B, 2004B,
2005B, 2006B, 2007A, 2008B, 2009B) to be adopted
as | egislation expressing the position of the
New York State Senate relating to the 2017-2018
New York State Budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President.

First 1'd like to thank Majority
Leader John Fl anagan for working so diligently
over the past nonth to cone up with a one-house
budget resol ution.

One of the things | heard a | ot
about today from sonme of the speakers is sonmehow
associ ati ng what happens in the Senate with the
dysfunction in Washington. Well, you know, the
| DC has existed now for six years, and | think
we' ve worked very, very well in sort of
preventing the dysfunction that happens in
Washi ngton, where we cone together and do the

peopl e' s busi ness.
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You know, the purpose of this
coalition between the I1DC and the Republicans is
not to turn Republicans into Denocrats or
Denocrats into Republicans. [It's to find conmon
ground. | think we should have nore of that in
Washi ngton, where they can cone together, maybe
put political differences aside, but renmenber and
al ways renmenber that they represent people. And
when you take a vote on sonething, when you
pronote a specific piece of legislation, that has
ram fications on people's lives. Wether it's a
Denocratic idea, a Republican idea, or anybody's
i dea, we always have to be m ndful of that.

So | want to really thank again
Senat or Fl anagan for really keeping that spirit
alive.

The reason why | think it was
important this year for the | ndependent
Denocratic Conference to put forth our own
one- house budget resolution -- as | said, we've
agreed on so much in this docunment, froma
per manent property tax cap, to making sure we
pour nore noney into opioid and heroin addiction,
protecting our water supply, naking sure we nove

forth with a mddle-income tax cut which benefits
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i ndi vi dual s who nake under $150,000 a year -- the
things that | think matter to our mddle class.

But then again, back in January, the
| ndependent Denocratic Conference put forth our
agenda. It was the first agenda put forth by
really any | egislative body, which was called
Change New York. W were very serious about
changi ng New York, but at the sane tinme always
bei ng m ndful that we have to help the many and
not just the few

First was our college affordability
program First | want to say thank you to
Senator LaValle. W sat down, we worked
together. He is an expert on higher educati on.
Hi s ideas, meshed with the ideas of the IDC, cane
together with the package that we see before us
t oday.

First of all, it expands TAP. It
expands TAP to a nmuch higher level, to $125, 000.
Many people may not know, but if -- anyone who
makes over $80,000 in the Cty of New York
you're not getting anything. Under $80, 000,
you're eligible for TAP, and you're probably
havi ng your whole entire tuition covered.

But what about those people who make
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$80, 000 to $125,000? Those aren't wealthy
peopl e. Those are working-class people. Those
are people that are many of our nei ghbors, who
struggle to send their kids to college. Under
this plan, those individuals will be hel ped.

You know, we hear a | ot about
student debt, and certainly student debt is on
everyone's mnd, especially if you' re a young
person graduating fromcollege. R ght nowin the
State of New York when a young person graduates
fromcoll ege, on average their debt is $32,000 --
$32,000, that's howthey're starting their
wor ki ng career. Many have nmuch nore, of course.

But at the sane tine we put forth a
programwhich | think is going to reduce student
debt, first as a college STAR program Ri ght now
i f an individual pays for their kids' education,

t hey can only take off $400 fromtheir taxes,
$400. We want to nake it $2500. Let's give sone
real noney, in the formof a tax credit, to help
a young person afford a coll ege educati on.

The next idea is a college
affordability debt retirenent paynent plan. |It's
a 401(k) plan. W want to give individuals who
have their first job the ability to take $2500
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off fromtheir taxes and let their enployer match
that. That's $5,000 a year taken off from your
taxes to pay off your student debt. That's how
we make sure that young people don't continue

t hat debt year after year after year.

The next issue | think is just as
inmportant. |It's the -- also the issue of naking
sure, when we say college affordability for all,
we nmean it. And our programwi |l always include
t hose undocunent ed i ndi vi dual s who through no
fault of their own are faced with a situation
where they are not eligible for TAP. Well, our
program changes that, and that's in our one-house
budget resol ution.

The next issue is Raise the Age.
Everyone's been tal king about it. It's long
overdue. W have raised this issue in the
begi nni ng of the year, put out a report, showed
that it didn't make any econom c sense to have
our young people conmmtted to jails. It's very,
very clear in this day and age we need to really
rehabilitate, not incarcerate.

And |'m very hopeful that ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle who

actual ly have done a very, very good job in
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havi ng hearings on this issue, along with the I1DC
and the Senate Denocrats, that | think we have to
understand that it's very sinple. |If a young
person conmits a m sdeneanor or a nonvi ol ent

of fense, it should be heard in Famly Court and
not crimnal court. It's very sinple. W're
destroying too many lives, causing individuals to
beconme crimnals instead of giving themthe
education and the future that they deserve.

The next issue which | think is
very, very inportant is about jobs. You know, we
all tal k about jobs, how can we create jobs,
especially manufacturing jobs. [I'mnot going to
sit here and say that sonmehow we shoul d | eave out
an i ndividual who has done nmanufacturing their
entire life and now we're telling themthat
sonmehow they're going to be a conputer whiz and
work in some high-tech field.

Well, our program which is called
Made by New Yorkers, would actually incentivize
manufacturing again here in the State of New
York, thus creating thousands and t housands of
j obs.

We talk a ot about this

mllionaire's tax, which has been on the books
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for several years now Quite frankly, with al
of the things that we laid out in our agenda,
coll ege affordability and other things, | can't
see how we can let this tax lapse. So |'m
hopeful that heading into the budget over the
next two weeks, we can continue that tax and at
the sane tinme help to pay for very inportant
things for the people we serve.

Sonmet hing that 1've tal ked about for
a year now, which I think is sonmething that we
really need to |l ook for potentially in the
future, is called the carried interest |oophole.
W're letting $3.5 billion a year in uncollected
revenue slip away fromus here in the State of
New Yor k.

| don't want to be gl oom and doom
but remenber, what happens in Washi ngton will
di ctate what we have to do naybe in a speci al
session in Cctober. So | think we have to be
very mndful that we have to | ook for new revenue
to make sure we can continue heal thcare, we
continue to fund our education systemas well as
our higher education. So that's sonething that
again is in our one-house budget resolution.

One of the things we've tal ked about
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inthe IDC, and I'mvery proud that this is also
i n our one-house budget resolution, is something
called the Honme Stability Support Program You
know, right now nost of us, especially here in
New York City, are faced with a honeless crisis
t hat we've never seen before. | think the
answer, quite frankly, isn't building nore
shelters, it's not housing the honeless in

fl eabag notels or clustered-site housing that we
woul dn't let anyone live in. It's actually
bui | di ng real housing or, better yet, preventing
peopl e from being honeless in the first place

t hrough evi cti on.

So we want to raise the subsidy to a
mar ket rate to prevent people from being evicted
in the first place and actually letting people
live in their own apartnents through the subsidy.

So this is why we actually put forth
our one-house budget resolution. Like | said,
nost of it we could have done together with the
Republicans -- and | hope we can do everything
toget her, noving forward. But at the same tine,
the issues that | outlined are far too inportant
to not have a voice at the table. These issues

are far too inportant to nake sure that the 1DC
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and sonme of ny fellow Denocrats -- who | know, |

hear them a | ot about supporting a | ot of these

i ssues -- they have to remain in the budget.
So again, | want to thank Senator
Fl anagan. | want to thank mnmy col | eagues on both

sides of the aisle. And | hope they will vote
for this one-house budget resolution, if you
believe in the things that we put forth, not
because of politics.

Thank you all very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

| also want to thank Senator Klein
| eader of the IDC, ny colleagues in the IDC, the
staff of the IDC, and Senator Flanagan and his
staff for the one-house resol utions today.

And | also want to say a particular
t hank you to both Senator Young, the chair of the
Fi nance Comm ttee, and Senator Krueger, the
ranker on Finance, for having sat through, it
seened, hundreds of hours of testinony on the
Executi ve Budget proposal, which has brought us

to where we are today, where we are putting
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forward what we believe should be the priorities
of the State of New York

Senator Klein | think very
el oquently outlined what the 1 DC believes should
be in the budget and where we differ with our
majority colleagues. But | want to go through --
for those of you who are follow ng at hone, |
have a little cheat sheet that will make it nuch
easier for you.

So the Senate one-house that was put
forward and voted on earlier today, differs from
what the IDC has put forward in a few different
pl aces, and |'mjust going to outline where they
are specifically by page nunber. For those of
you who have the one-house resolution, it wll
make it easier for you.

Wth respect to the issue of
education, on page 12 of the Senate one-house,
the I DC believes very strongly in the restoration
of Teacher Resource Centers as part of the
Foundation Aid lineout. W believe that in the
era that we live in today that teachers need to
have resources nore than ever before. W felt it
was i nmportant enough to restore it to our

one- house.
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We al so believe in expandi ng what
t he Governor wants to do in giving the Division
of Human Rights jurisdiction to include public
schools. That's on page 14 of the Senate
one- house. That's where we differ.

On higher ed, you heard Senator

Kl ei n speak about the chall enges that our young

peopl e face and the proposals that we put forward

to help solve sonme of those, whether it's
providing financial aid to needy students or
dealing with crushing student debt. W also feel
very strongly that we should not | eave any
student behi nd, which is why on page 31 we feel
strongly about restoring the Governor's proposal
and accepting the DREAM Act and the $27 mllion
that he puts forward to make sure that we | eave
no student behi nd.

On human services, we not only
believe that we should increase funding, on page
6 of the one-house, for Advantage After School s
from$5 mllion, we're adding $15 nmillion on top
of that. That's how strongly we believe in
after-school funding.

Wth respect to housing, on page 32,

we renove the changes to the Rent Act of 2015, we

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1173

remove the denial of funding for the Tenant
Protection Unit on page 8, we include |anguage
for the Hone Stability Support Program on

page 33.

On public protection, on page 10, we
accept the Governor's proposal to renove "public
vi ew' | anguage fromthe C ass B m sdeneanor of
crimnal possession of marijuana. Far too nany
of our young people are getting caught up under
t he broken wi ndows theory and being incarcerated
and being marked for life for having nothing nore
than a small anmount of narijuana in public view

Ceneral governnent. On page 22, we
remove the | anguage related to the om ssion of
MABE, to snooth the | anguage, the issue that
Senat or Sanders spoke so el oguently about.

On econom ¢ devel opnent, on page 17,
we accept the $1 million for the LGBT nenori al
t hat Senat or Hoyl man spoke about, and his
concern. W agree with him and we agree with
t he Governor.

On environnmental conservation, we
add a new battery stewardship programto the
i nclusi on of the paint stewardship program on

page 20.
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In the area of health, on page 23,
we accept the funding for the New York State of
Heal t h Exchange at $71.6 million.

On insurance, on page 29, we accept
t he Executive proposal to establish the risk
adjustnment fund for paid famly | eave.

Moving on to | abor, on page 21, we
remove the | anguage that elimnates the
$4.6 mllion reapprop for various technol ogy
proj ects and change "nodifies" to "concurs with."
This is the funding that's necessary for the
creation of the SAFE Act database.

W concur with the Governor's
proposal on wage theft. W renove all references
to workers' conp reform and we renove Part ZZ on
page 37, the snoothing of the differences between
the fast food wage order and the m ni num wage.

On | egal defense initiatives, we add
$2.5 mllion to the $2.5 mllion that's already
there to provide a whole $5 mllion for | nm grant
Legal Defense Coalition initiatives, because we
believe strongly that immgrants in our state
need access to quality |egal defense now nore
t han ever.

On good governnent and ethics
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reform we accept the Governor's Executive ethics
ref orm package on page 23.

On revenue, we concur with the
Governor's Executive MIlionaire's Tax proposa
on page 54. W nmke sone technical changes to
the 401(k) college debt repaynment plan. W anend
the | anguage to read "The Senate will eval uate
the potential to generate revenue in New York
State due to the closure of the carried interest

| oophol e, " because as Senator Klein said, we
don't know what's com ng down the pike in
Washi ngton, but it doesn't |ook good for us.

And finally, we add "The Senate
supports and advances | anguage to elimnate the
City of New York personal income tax for
resi dents who nake under $45, 000 per year" on
page 59, an issue that Senator Alcantara | know
is going to speak about.

Excuse ne, and one nore issue. W
remove the | anguage that says "The Senate
supports the Executive convening all parties to
the Tribal Conpact to explore potenti al
resolution to the broader issues surrounding the

Onei da Conpact."” That's on pages 21 and 59.

Those are the changes that the 1 DC
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felt strongly enough to make to the Senate
one- house budget resolution. W hope those of
you who agree with us on these issues wll
support us, you vote for this, strengthening our
hand at the bargaining table as we nove forward
to bring these priorities into the final round of
t hese budget negotiations, so we can produce a
solid budget for the people of the State of
New York -- upstate, downstate, east and west.

| thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

It's good to talk with you again
t oday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Wul d you
like to speak on the reso, Senator G anaris?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Yes, on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris on the resolution

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President
and ny col | eagues, today -- today we're voting on

two budget resolutions. There was the Republican
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budget resolution that we debated and voted upon
alittle bit earlier, and there is the resol ution
we are discussing now, which | would call the
"Republican-lite" resolution.

And the reason | say that is because
the words of the two resolutions are about
90 percent the same. |1'mgoing to repeat that.
These resolutions are 90 percent the sane
| anguage, the sane words. The underlying budget
bills are actually the sane bills that are being
referenced. Wich is why we've been fighting so
hard today to have a real Denocratic proposal on
this floor to be heard, to present a real
progressive alternative to the Republican
resol ution that we discussed earlier.

Had we been given that opportunity,
what woul d have been the difference? That's an
i nportant question. What woul d have been in our
resol uti on had we had the chance?

Well, for one thing, we would have
addressed the Raise the Age issue in a way that
actual |y addressed the Raise the Age issue, and
not just said this is something we'd like to
di scuss further, which is what this resolution

and the Republican resolution does. Sane exact
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words as it relates to the Raise the Age issue in
this resolution and in the Republican resol ution.

What el se woul d we have done? W
woul d have had a real increase in the
Foundation Aid and fixing the Foundation Ad
formula so that we finally address the CFE issue
that's been hangi ng over our heads for a decade.
It woul d have nmeant significant funding in
education to the Big Five districts and
nmuch- needed support for our Kkids.

What el se woul d we have done? W
woul d have actually had a free tuition plan to
di scuss and vote on. Because neither the
Republ i can nor this resolution actually provides
for free tuition. And the Senate Denocrat
proposal on that front goes a |lot further and
woul d do a | ot nore good.

What el se? How about mayor al
control of schools in New York City? This
Republ i can-1ite budget resolution would elimnate
mayoral control. Never mnd the one year that
the actual Republicans |ike to give, or the
three years that the Assenbly, the Governor, and
we woul d accept. There's nothing providing for

continuation of mayoral control of city schools
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in this budget.

What el se would be allowed to
happen? The extension of MABE woul d be al |l owed
to happen. Because that |anguage has been
stricken fromthe Governor's proposal, in both
t he Republican and the Republican-lite
resolutions. So if people want the MABE
provisions in this state to expire, this is the
resol ution for you.

| can go on, and | wll.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Republ i can
resolution and this resolution have accepted the
Governor's $65 mllion cut to MTA. The
Republ i can resolution and this Republican-lite
resol ution accept a $35 mllion cut for
after-school prograns. The Republican resol ution
and the Republican-lite resolution hurt our
envi ronnment by sweepi ng RGA funds and extendi ng
conpliance with the inportant diesel em ssions
standards for even nore years.

The Republican resolution and the
Republican-lite resolution accept increased
prem uns for the Essential Plan for working-class

famly enrollees as it relates to our healthcare.
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The Republican resolution and the
Republican-lite resolution accept the plan to cut
$50 million in New York City Medicaid. It also
accepts deferral of the human services COLA and
does not provide the full $45 mllion to pay
human services |living wages for our nonprofits.

Had we had our resolution on this
fl oor today, we woul d have been able to discuss
how we woul d i ncrease NYCHA funding dramatically
nore than has been proposed. And we certainly
woul d reverse the $120 million cut to parks
funding that both the Republican resol ution and
t he Republican-lite resolution are proposing.

Now, sonehow today we're only |eft
di scussing the resolutions that the Republicans
want us to hear. Think about that for a second.
The Republicans are choosing whi ch Denocrats they
want to hear from And it's no surprise, when
t hat happens, that they're picking the group that
the Daily News called "Donald Trunp's New York
Denocrats. "

Now, the IDC says they exist to get
things done. If they're getting things done, why
have a separate resolution? You're in a

coalition together. | thought the idea was you
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woul d gi ve concessions to themto nmake it nore
progressive. Wy need your own resol ution?

But 1'Il tell you what. |If you want
to tal k about getting things done, let's have
t hat conversation. Because we hear a | ot about
it. Let's talk about m ninmumwage. A |ot of
people try to take credit for the m ni num wage
t hat happened. The last hike, ny coll eagues may
remenber, before last year's was to $9. This
conference stood up at the tine and said, "That
i s unacceptable.” W wanted to go to $15
years ago.

And what happened when we rai sed
that point? W were attacked. W were attacked
by nmenbers of the IDC who are now authoring this
resolution, and others. Lo and behold, a couple
of years later, $15 is a great idea. Which it
is. But we could have done it faster. And we
shoul d have done it faster.

In fact, if you want a good idea of
what progressive things are going to be happening
in New York State or even proposed in New York
State, you' d be wise to | ook at Senate Denocr at
bills. Because sonehow all the things that

people |ike to chanpion originated right here in
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t hi s conference.

So | don't m nd people stealing our
ideas. 1'd love to get them done, whether it's
Rai se the Age, which Senator Mntgonery has been
chanpi oni ng, or paid | eave, which Senator Addabbo
has been at the forefront of; elenments of the
SAFE Act which | nyself have authored. 1'm gl ad
this is all happening.

But let's be clear that had we been
all owed to put our resolution forward and
advocate for it and work together to get it done,
it would have happened faster and it woul d have
happened better.

There are sone, ny coll eagues, there
are some, unfortunately, who are happy to eat the
crunbs fromthe Republican dinner plate when we
shoul d be sitting in a prime seat at the table
hel ping to drive the conversation. And
unfortunately, we're being denied that right, the
right that the people of this state wanted.

Thi s budget resolution is nothing
but a political ploy, despite what you heard. It
is an act of political cover, and it's not
wor ki ng. Because people -- like |I nentioned

earlier today, people are noticing. People are
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rising up, and peopl e have decided they've had
enough. This is a critical nmonent in our
nation's history. It's up to the states to draw
the line and say that we are going to protect

New Yorkers even if others won't. And the way to
do that is not to sign on with the
Republican-lite resol ution, which even they can't
get in the things they want, which is why we're
sitting here having two majority resolutions

t oday.

My col |l eagues, I'mvoting no on this
resol ution, you nay have gathered. And |
encourage anyone that cares about a truly
progressive New York to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will call the roll on the resol ution

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Can
have sone order, please, in the chanber.

Senator Peralta to explain his vote,
and we're going to be on a two-mnute
expl anat i on.

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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Peralta to explain his vote.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Klein for
all the work that he's put in this budget process
to date. And | really appreciate the IDCis
bringing its own resolution to the floor today,
as we have worked very hard within the majority
to reach a budget agreenent, although there have
been sone inportant differences that have been
ear mar ked or di scussed today.

Today | rise to acknowl edge a truly
hi storic day here in the New York State Senate.
| mportantly, | rise to acknowl edge the first tinme
that | have felt able to vote in favor of a
one- house budget resolution in my Senate career.

As you all know, |'ve been the
sponsor of the DREAM Act in the Senate for years.
And for years, the Governor has proposed
i nclusi on of many inportant points in college
affordability in the State Budget. And for years
t hose proposal s have di sappeared fromthe final
text of the enacted budget.

| am proud to vote yes today on the

| DC' s one-house resolution, as we're not sinply
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tal ki ng about college affordability, but we're
taking strides to protect the futures of all
New Yorkers. W' re not just talking about
addr essi ng skyrocketing costs of coll ege
attendance, we're doing it.

W' re proposing to continue our
fight to raise TAP eligibility to a househol d
maxi mum i ncome of $125,000 a year -- and to do so
for each and every New Yorker by including in the
New York State DREAM Act in it. And no, it's not
in the Republican resol ution.

So a vote against this is a shane,
because everybody |ikes to tal k about progressive
i ssues and tal k about the DREAM Act. A vote
against this is truly a shane. Today narks the
very first tinme that college affordability for
all New Yorkers, regardl ess of immgration
status, has been in a budget resolution on the
Senate floor. |In fact, three of four |eaders at
t he budget tabl e have now incl uded | anguage to
expand the Tuition Assistance Programto al
New Yor kers.

We're also proud to support a new
task force on private student |oan debt, creation

of college debt freedom accounts, and a coll ege
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STAR programthat increases the college tuition
tax credit and deductions in order to safeguard
our students.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senator -- Senator Peralta, could you concl ude,
pl ease?
SENATOR PERALTA: Yes, | am
We're also glad to be pushing
$1.5 billion in Foundation Aid. W're also
nmoving to protect our state's inmgrants now by

including $5 million instead of $2.5 mllion.

Again, which is not in the Republican resol ution.

We're al so pleased to accept the Governor's
$1 mllion proposal for the LGBT nenorial to
remenber the lives lost in last year's tragic
shooting at the Pulse nightclub in Ol ando.
Again, not in the proposal.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Peralta -- Senator Peralta, how do you vote?
SENATOR PERALTA: | just want to
close with this. W talk about progressive
i ssues. We talk about how we're going to | ead
the fight. Here's the opportunity, and yet sone
of you are voting no. Sone of you are saying

it's not going to happen. Well --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Peral ta, how do you vote?

SENATOR PERALTA: -- stop tal king
the talk --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Peral ta, how do you vote?

SENATCOR PERALTA: -- and wal k the
wal K.

|"mvoting for it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Peralta in the affirmative.

Senat or Al cantara to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Thank you for
giving ne the opportunity to speak.

Before | speak, | would Iike to say
that 1'ma new Senator and all of this is newto
me. But one thing, that whether you're Denocrat
or Republican, is human decency. And we can
agree to di sagree on issues, econom c issues, nmny
political views, your religious view or whatever.
But when we start nane-calling people, | have a
probl em

Senator G anaris called nme and ny

col | eagues Trunp Republicans. | would like to
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remnd himthat at the end of the day, he's a
white man with a degree from Harvard, and |
refuse to have himuse his white privilege to --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President --

SENATOR ALCANTARA: | am speaki ng.
| have the floor now.

-- to accuse ne --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Al cantara, please.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s, why do you rise?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe we
have a rule not to attack personally people
directly in this chanber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Al cantara, please avoid --

SENATOR G ANARI'S: -- ask you to
enforce it.

SENATOR KLEI N: -- point of
personal privilege. M. G anaris opened the door
when he referred to a Daily News article --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Gentlemen -- gentlenen, | want order in the

house. | will take one at a tine.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | mentioned no
Senator's nanme when | spoke, M. President. |If
they don't l|ike the substance of what they're
doing, that's their problem

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO So al
right, listen --

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. W' ve gotten
through a day that's been -- there's been a | ot
of tension. Hopefully we can get through this
all the way through wi thout getting too hostile
and uncivil.

So | understand the point, but I
woul d request that you continue to allow the
Senator to speak and just make sure that she's
going to be civil and not be a situation where
peopl e are going to be attacked, or else it wll
start another attack and another attack.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO ' m goi ng
to remind all nmenbers today of the rul es of
decorum of the house. It has been a | ong day.

The roomis filled. W nust avoid personal
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i nvective of any type. Stick basically to your
expl anation of vote on the issue at hand.

And | amgoing to instruct everyone
to be rem nded, regardl ess of where you sit,
there is a two-mnute limt and it will be
enf or ced.

Senat or Al cant ar a.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Thank you.

| would like to continue. | would
i ke to know how many tinmes my coll eague has been
called the "N' word or a spic. How nany tines
has he been refused entry into anyplace? How
many tinmes has nmy coll eague or any of his famly
menbers been stopped and --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Fl anagan, why do you rise?

(I'naudi bl e cross-tal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Fl anagan -- Senator Al cantara.

Senat or Fl anagan, why do you rise?

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | don't do this
very often, but I'mdoing it for a reason.
Everyone's hot. Enotions are running high. Even

Ri vera over there is hot. You know? |If you |ose
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the vest, ny friend, you mght be alittle
cool er.

Here's ny real point. W should
al ways have a sense of decorum and
professionalism | believe | enjoy that every
single day with Senator Klein. | believe that
whil e she may not be sitting here physically,
that I enjoy the sane thing with Senator Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

Let's focus on this, M. President,
if youwll. And | want to thank you for your
di pl omacy. Let's talk about what natters. Let's
tal k about issues that are inportant to Senator
Al cantara, and let's keep it in a vein that is
really -- whatever that level is, let's stay
above it. That's one of the reasons | am
gratified and hunbled to serve as a nenber of
this New York State Senate. Let's talk about
public policy.

Because at the end of the day,
whether it's Jinmy Tedisco's district or Elaine
Phillips' district or Serrano's district or
Kennedy's district, people want to know what
we're doing to help them | would respectfully

ask that we keep it along those lines.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Your
point is well taken, Senator Flanagan.
| would instruct all nenbers again

to adhere to the procedures and protocol of the

house. If it continues, | will ask that the
debate be closed on -- or your explanation be
cl osed.

So, Senator Al cantara, please
conclude. You have about a mnute-thirty.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Thank you. And
no nore interruptions, please.

So like | said, I want to know how
many tinmes nmy coll eagues that claimto be so
progressi ve have been deni ed access or called
nanmes. | can imagine the answer is no. So to
conpare ny col | eagues and nyself to Trunp is --
and to his policy is insulting, since people like
me that are imm grants, that are black, are the
ones nost deeply affected by his policies.

Havi ng said that, thank you,

Senator Klein, for putting forth this proposal
that would finally allow undocunented students to
have access to hi gher education. Thank you for
putting a proposal that woul d expand the dual

| anguage prograns in all conmunities throughout
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not only New York City but throughout the State
of New York. Thank you for putting forward and
rejecting to take away the $1 million for the
LGBT nmenorial, which | rem nd nmy coll eagues,
49 peopl e died, nost of them nmenbers of the
Latino communities, with roots in the State of
New Yor k.

| would again state why I'm
supportive of this. | live in Washington
Hei ghts, one of the poorest districts in
Manhattan, full of brown people not with a | ot of
privilege. And part of our plan is that if you
earn $45,000 and below, that there will be an
income tax relief that people in our district
woul d not have to pay personal incone tax. That
m ght not seema lot to a | ot of people that live
in wealthier coommunities, but to sonmebody in ny
nei ghbor hood that earns | ess than $45, 000, that
woul d be a thousand extra dollars that they would
have at the end of the year that they could use
to buy books, school supplies, or just take their
fam|lies out on vacation.

Agai n, thank you, Senator Klein.
Thank you, Senator Flanagan. And thank you to

all mnmy colleagues for putting together a proposal

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1194

that works for all of us in the State of

New York. And as we nove forward, the idea of
decorum and respectability should be sonething
that we all read before we cone into these
chanbers. And those that have gl ass houses, they
m ght choose not to throw stones.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ham | t on.

SENATOR HAM LTON: Yes,

M. President, | rise to vote yes on this
resolution and in favor of ny |eader, Jeff Klein.

Sonme peopl e | ead by exanpl e and
bri ngi ng people together. her people just
conpl ain and continue to conplain, conplain, and
conpl ai n.

In our resolution, the commtnment to
raising the age is in the forefront. | conmend
Senat or Mont gonery for pushing for raising the
age.

A young man who canme to ny office
named Luwan Reed was sent to jail at the age of
16. The story he told was a story of wal ki ng
t hrough the prison being scared, having to carry

a weapon, being stripped down naked and shackl ed
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to a bed with the wi ndow open in the wintertine.
Bei ng deni ed educati on because one person was
bei ng disruptive. This man was tortured in our
crimnal justice system

And to think, when we incarcerate
young nen and woren, 17 and 16 years ol d, that
they will go to prison and conme out better off
than going in, sonething is wong with the
m ndset on how we t hi nk.

On any given day, Monday through
Friday, we can go right down here to the bus
station in Al bany and see the young nen and wonen
bei ng rel eased from prison. They get a bus
ticket, $40, and a plastic bag. That is so
dehurmani zi ng for anybody to cone out of jail with
a plastic bag, $40 dollars, and a bus ticket.
Everyone knows that you are a person com ng out
of the crimnal justice systemw th no support.

As far as the $5 million for the
i mm gration defense fund, | have people in ny
district who are fearful of being deported. W
all know that if you go to an inmm gration hearing
for deportation and you don't have an attorney,
there's a 97 percent chance that you will be

deported. W are a nation of immgrants, and for
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some reason now we're turning our backs on the
American dream we're turning our backs for
peopl e who are coming to this country who are
bei ng persecuted in other parts of the world.

And | al so want to commend - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ham | ton, can you pl ease --

SENATOR HAM LTON: -- Senat or
LaVval | e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ham |t on, coul d you pl ease concl ude?

SENATOR HAM LTON: |"mgoing to
conclude. | want to commend Senator LaValle for
his foresight in giving TAP to part-tine
students -- who work hard, who may have a famly,
and who will now be able to go to coll ege and get
tuition assistance.

So | just want to thank this body.
And we're all here for one reason, because we
love the State of New York. We're all here for
one reason, to work together for a common goal
for the upliftment of all New Yorkers. So | pray
upon this audience here of ny fell ow Senators
that we work together as a teamto make sure we

can be the best state in the United States.
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Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Don't worry,
M. President, I'mgoing to tinme nyself.

To clarify, | amvery --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Ri vera, by the way, as a point of information --

SENATOR RI VERA: | hope you're
going to stop that -- you're going to stop that
tinme.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W are.

As a point of information, the clock
here is what we utilize. | know a |ot of menbers

are using their own cell phones. And while we
appreciate that, we do have rules on cell phones
in the chanber.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. But t hat
is the clock that matters.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO So begin
t he cl ock.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
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M. President. | will time nyself, and | will be

before those two mnutes right there.

To clarify, | may be pale, yes, but
| am not a white dude, nunmber one. | amnot a
Harvard graduate, | amactually a graduate of the

Uni versity of Puerto Rico, at Recinto de R o

Pi edras, down in Puerto Rico. And | amnot a
graduate of the Graduate Center, the CUNY
Graduate Center, because although | cane to do a
Ph.D., | never finished.

So | amnot quite as great as sone
of our -- as sonme of ny colleagues as far as ny
education. However, if the shoe fits.

Now, as far as the resol ution,
there's a great phrase, you can't have your cake
and eat it too. It's always confused ne, because
you get a cake to eat it. But it seens to ne
that with this resolution what we're trying to do
is we're trying to get cake, pie, sone tiram su,
maybe a couple of nuffins, eat all of them and
think we're not going to gain weight.

You either are part of the coalition
or you are not part of the coalition. So if
you' re introduci ng your own resolution, then you

kind of aren't, but then you are.
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But then, nore basic, folks -- and
|"ve still got a whole mnute |eft,
M. President -- nore basic, if 90 percent of the
resol ution, because you're taking 10 -- there's

these 10 things that are here, and these are al
great. | support all of these. But see, as ny
col | eague Senator Latimer said earlier, you have
to make a determ nation about the entirety. |If
you' re being asked to take one vote, then you
have to take all the positives and negatives and
wei gh them all out.

Well, we've done that. And the
negatives far outweigh the positives in this
resol ution, because 90 percent of it is exactly
the sane as the resolution that we voted on
earlier.

Lastly -- and |'ve got 30 seconds,
M. President -- | amsad to say that sone of ny
col | eagues are incorrect, the commtnent in this
resolution, as it refers to Raise the Age, which
is the issue that | spoke about earlier, is
exactly the sane as the one that was in the prior
resolution. And as far as |'mconcerned, it is
not sufficient, it does not set out the actual

policy, it just says we want to talk about it, so
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eventually we will.

And (slowy) now I'm just running
down this -- five, four, three, two, one.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You stil
have a coupl e of seconds on the official clock.

SENATOR RI VERA: (Ri sing,
gesturing.)

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Wl cone
to March madness.

Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.

M. President, | realize that we are
not supposed to call any nanes, but |'m conpelled
to call a couple of people out.

Shane on us that we are not doing
Rai se the Age and that we're not doing it the
correct, absolute best possible way that we can.
And let nme just say, in no uncertain termns, that
t he Speaker of the Assenbly -- the Assenbly has
al ready passed legislation. The nmenbers of the

Bl ack, Hi spanic, Puerto Rican and Asian Task
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Force are all on board with an agreed-upon
version. There are several of the |IDC nenbers
who agree with the details, how we should do
Rai se the Age. And the Senate Denocrats, the
majority of the Senate Denocrats are clearly,
specifically on board. |Including our |eader,
Leader Stewart-Cousins, is on board with an
agr eed- upon way that we should be doing Raise the
Age.

So | just want to say this in no
uncertain ternms. | amcalling on Senator
Fl anagan and Senator Klein. You are the power
brokers in the house. W want to foll ow you. W
want you to do the right thing on Raise the Age
1. Please, let's just do that. So that when we
al | approach the Governor together as a Senate,
as a house, the Governor understands that we wll
have spoken for the young people in the State of
New York as it relates to our getting out of the
this swanp with North Carolina.

Let's be progressive with Raise the
Age this year, this session

Thank you, M. President. | vote
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Thank

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1202

you, Senator Montgonery -- under the tine, and to
be recorded in the negative.

And now t he al ways succi nct Senat or
Krueger.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

So again, to continue, there are so
many things in the IDC resolution that | cannot
support that | can't vote for it.

| would argue that if they wanted as
progressive a resolution as they claim they
woul dn't have changed the Foundation Aid formula
that the Republicans had in their resolution.
They woul d have not accepted defunding of the
Tenant Protection Unit, as the Republican
resol ution and theirs does.

They woul d have not accepted the
421-a changes that will skyrocket gentrification
in our conmunities in New York City by adding
condos, allow ng anything to happen in overheated
Manhattan and, disturbingly, changing the ratio
that you can destroy four affordable units and
only build one in exchange.

They woul d have not accepted blindly
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t he ganbl i ng changes that cut funding to our
school s.

They woul d have not accepted the
rejection of the marketplace tax, as the
Republ i can resolution and their resolution does.
What that tax does is even the playing fields,
whi ch ensures that bricks-and-nortar stores in
our nei ghborhoods that hire real people to real
j obs m ght not be at such a financial
di sadvantage to the | argest marketpl ace Internet
provi ders of goods.

So again -- oh, they would have
actually argued for nore noney for NYCHA. The
Assenbly called for $500 mllion. The Senate
Denocrats called for $1.5 billion. And the
Senat e Republicans, only $100 mllion.

So | would | ove to see a progressive
Denocrati c agenda comng forth fromthe | DC
That is not what we got today. And so | wll
vot e no.

Thank you, M. President. Less than
two m nutes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Vel |
done, Senator Krueger. Thank you.

Senat or Krueger to be recorded in
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t he negati ve.
Senator Latimer to explain his vote.
SENATOR LATI MER: Thank you,

M. President.

|"msorry I can't join sonme of the
joviality in the room because the resolution
that we already passed -- that was the GOP
resolution -- is the one that's going to
represent the position of the Senate.

This resolution before us is better
than that resolution, but it still is deficient
in the ways that | was concerned about when
tal ked about the prior resolution.

The real problemthat | have today
really stems -- and | understand it's only two
mnutes -- stens fromny experience here in this
chanber and in general in Albany in the State
Legislature. | served on ny local city counci
in the myjority and mnority, and | served on ny
county legislature in the magjority and in the
mnority. But here in Al bany, we have defined
those roles to be fixed and structured in a way
that really is not what the founding fathers
intended. In fact, they tal ked how negatively it

would be if we | ocked ourselves into two
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parties -- or nore now, three parties -- that
have no willingness to truly work with each
ot her.

| stand here as a Senator in the
mnority nore than willing to work with anybody
in this chanber and to share ny ideas and
ultimately to vote with them | sign onto bills
by everybody in this room But | realize | have
no role to play when these decisions cone,
because | amin the mnority. And that, ny
friends, is what will lead our country in the
wong way. That's what's wrong i n Washi ngton,
that's what's wong in Al bany.

And | think we understand it, but if
we don't change it, we're not going to nove this
state forward.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Latinmer in the negative.

Senat or Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. To explain ny vote on the
resol ution.

First let ne thank Senator Klein and
his menbers for a thoughtful resolution. | think

we all have, obviously, ideas about how things
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are done, particularly when it comes to budgets.
Budget s are about val ues, not about nunbers. Al
right? And so even there's a |ot of conversation
about this noney here, this noney here,
ultimately what we're tal king about here are

val ues.

And when we tal k about val ues,
right, and the values of the people of the State
of New York, the problem-- and the reason why
|"mvoting no on this resolution -- is because
t he val ues of very |arge segnents of our
popul ati on are not being heard. Al right?

And so when you have a process in
whi ch you don't allow -- you know, when everybody
el se cones up with a resolution and the
Denocratic Conference is not able to put their
resolution forth to have a conversation, that's
wWr ong.

We tal k about a conference headed by
an African-Aneri can woman. And so people want to
tal k about race, class, gender and those issues.
The Denocratic Conference is the only one that is
represented with a nmenber of the LGBT conmunity.
Right? The vast majority of the African-Anerican

and Latino nenmbers cone fromthis conference.
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Ri ght ?

And when you | ook at the diversity
of this state, it conmes fromthe Denocratic
Conference. And in this particular process, it's
not bei ng hel d.

So we can talk -- there's a |ot of,
you know, tal k about people and where they stand
and about privilege. But when you | eave one
conference headed by an African-Ameri can woman to
go to one where there's |l ess, you know, where are
you really at? Wiere are we really working at?

And we all talk about working
t oget her, when you have a Denocratic Conference
and there's 32 Denocrats, yet the majority of the
Denocrats are in the political wasteland. And
when you give a fewthings to a few people and
then the vast mpjority of the nenbers still go
wi t hout being able to represent their comrunities
properly because, despite the fact that the
voters made a decision, they've been denied here
i n Al bany.

| vote no. The process is bad.
think that you can't have -- you know, garbage
in, garbage out. And so you can't have a bad

process and a good product.
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And so | would love to vote with
folks. 1've said a mllion tines |I'm happy to
work with people in this chanber. But | also
still want to see a better process that is fair,
that is really a real Denocratic, with both a big
D and a snall D, and one in which every -- you
know, where every conference is given the sane
| evel of respect.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Parker in the negative.

Senat or Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

| wasn't going to speak on either
resol ution, because this is a statenent of
intent. It's just a negotiation point as we work
hard over the next two weeks to try to conme to a
final resolution to bring an on-tine budget.

But unfortunately, today a precedent
has been set that's a negative precedent that
excl udes the Denocratic Conference fromtaking a
position, that only all ows soneone to nake a
political statenment, that is really unfair to the

process and unfair to devel oping the cordiality
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that we really want to have in this body in order
to get things done.

It's really unfair to the fact that
we really want to try to work together, as
Senat or Fl anagan said, to nmake sure that this
body can create a budget that cones out of
negoti ation, that cones out of shared respect,
and that cones out of the fact that we all need
to have our voices heard in this body and
t hroughout this process.

| think this process has been
abrogated. It has been di m nished. And
unfortunately, people all over the state wll
| ook at us in a negative way.

| could not support any resol ution,
either resolution, that doesn't address Raise the
Age, that doesn't deal with the adjustnents to
Foundation Aid -- especially since we did it for
upstate last year -- that doesn't deal with the
mayoral control, that doesn't deal with MABE
that messes with the MIA at a tinme when we're
| osing ridership and we need to increase
infrastructure, that elimnates after-schoo
progranms when we need to nmake sure that our young

peopl e are getting nore opportunities, that
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doesn't deal with SYEP at all, when we haven't
had an increase in slots since this Governor has
been el ected, that doesn't deal with the issues
of the Medicaid plan or, finally, nmaking a
statenent of intent about the human services
COLA, as Senator Tedisco said -- that doesn't
deal with a lot of other things that are
important to many people in this state in order
for themto protect and enhance their quality of
life.

But the process that we got to today
where we're getting a second resol ution at
9 o'clock in the nmorning, to all ow people to nake
a political statenment, is truly destroying this
body. | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Conrie. To be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

| f the sponsors of this resolution

were truly concerned, they would have hel ped us

get our resolution to the floor because our
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resol uti on enconpassed everything in the present
rev -- revolution, | started to say. It
enconpassed everyt hi ng.

And the bottomline is that we need
somet hi ng where everybody can agree. So | vote
no, and | urge the sponsors of this resolution to
join us in adopting our resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Val esky to explain his vote.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

| just want to -- in the simlar
vei n that Senator Flanagan began the expl anation
of his resolution in acknow edgi ng Senator Young
as chair of the Finance Committee, and al so
Senat or Krueger as the ranker, | just wanted to
take a noment -- | know that she's not here in
t he chanber right now, but Senator Savino, as the
vice chair of the Finance Committee, has done
yeoman's work on our resolution throughout the
entire process, and | wanted to call that to the
attention of the body.

| think this is a significant step

forward in budget negotiations. It also
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addresses and retains a nunber of the provisions
t hat the Governor hinself included in the
Executive Budget. And | think the Governor's
budget was a positive, forward-thinking proposal
inthe first place. And as this process
continues, | think of all of the proposals out
there, | think this will be in many ways the nost
in keeping with sone of his significant visions
for this state noving forward.

So | vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Val esky in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

It says a |lot that substantive
criticisns are met with personal attacks in this
chanber. But | just want to make clear, since
t hat happened, that | take a back seat to no one
when it comes to advocating for those who need
hel p in our society.

There was a col | eague here who
tal ked about me and who frankly knows not hi ng
about me. Nothing. She doesn't know that ny

parents came to this country from G eece. She
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doesn't know that my father had his hone
literally burned to the ground by the Nazis and
slept inthe dirt. Had to go to school barefoot
for nonths at a time. Had to live in post-Wrld
War || depression in G eece.

And he and ny nother got thensel ves
t oget her and cane over here as inmgrants, that
we fight for every day, to make a life for

t hensel ves and to give ne the opportunities |

have.

| "' m not enbarrassed by the success
|"ve had. Let ne tell you sonmething. | went to
public schools. | went through the New York City

public school system-- P.S. 84, Junior High
School 141, Long Island Cty Hi gh School. The
very schools that are being underfunded in this
budget are the schools | attended.

That's why I'mfighting so hard for
this, because | want today's kids to have the
same opportunities that I had. | want themto be
able to go to the best schools in the land. Wy
is that a subject of criticism for goodness
sakes?

Thi s budget is inadequate, and |

have reason to believe it's inadequate, and |'m
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going to express nyself. You better believe it.
That's why |'m so upset with what's going on in
this chanber. | care deeply about these issues,
my colleagues. I|I'mfrustrated as heck with
what's been all owed to happen here the | ast
several years, and | am going to speak about it.
And I'm going to speak | oudly about it.

And if sonmeone wants to have a
di scussion on the nerits, on the substance of
t hese proposals, let's have at it. There's no
need to rmake personal attacks upon us, especially
when sonmeone has no idea what they're tal king
about .

| vote no, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
G anaris in the negative.

Senat or DeFranci sco to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, | wanted
to explain why | voted no.

W' ve had a | ot of discussion about
various issues, many of which have nore of a
political overtone than a policy overtone. But |
t hi nk our biggest problemin the State of

New York right nowis that in the past, we would
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| ose Assenbly -- excuse nme, we would | ose
Congress representatives. Every 10 years we
do -- two here, one there, three another year,
and nore com ng up -- because we don't gain as
much popul ati on as ot her states.

Last year was the first year we
actually had a net loss in population. Net |oss
in popul ation. Now, what does that nean? Those
that can | eave are | eaving.

And the nost critical thing about
t hese budget bills, in nmy mnd, is totry to keep
busi nesses alive and people working. And so one
of the -- we tal ked about trying to keep taxes
down. Those individuals who are going to -- who
we're trying to protect, the so-called
mllionaire's tax, they're the nost likely to
| eave. They can | eave anytine they want, with
their estates and the like, along with their
busi nesses.

In addition, with respect to
wor kers' conp, | voted no on this resolution
because it didn't include the inportant workers
conp reforns that the Republican resol ution had.

And it's not just for businesses.

| f you have a municipality, you have a nonprofit,
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you have a hospital, you have a nursing hone or
are caring for people with multiple
disabilities -- it affects everybody.

So that's why | voted no, because
t he workers' conp was not init. And | would
hope that all of us focus a little bit on the
business climate in this state and creating jobs
as we go through the next two weeks.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco in the negati ve.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,
M. President.

| wasn't going to speak again, but I
do want to say something about the commtnent of
t he nenbers of the I ndependent Denocratic
Conference. | think the reason why we've been so
successful is just sort of listening to what's
goi ng on here today. W're focused on the
i ssues. We want to get things done. [It's not
about nane calling, it's not about calling
sonmebody a rogue Denocrat or a Trunp-lite or
anyt hing el se that was used here. It's about

getting things done.
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And | want to thank agai n Senat or
Fl anagan for noving this process forward.
Sonmetimes it gets a little raucous, but we are
debating and tal ki ng about inportant things.

But we should be m ndful of that.
We shoul d be tal ki ng about issues. W shouldn't
be tal ki ng about personalities. W shouldn't be
name cal ling.

You know, it's always been said --
and | listen a lot to nmy coll eagues, especially
on the Denocratic side, that sonmehow t here needs

to be a conming together, a com ng together on

i ssues that are inportant. Well, the last tine
checked, | know the continuation of the
mllionaire' s tax, the DREAM Act, and nany, many

ot her issues that we tal ked about today are core,
| guess, Denocratic val ues.

But | think we need to take another
route. | think we have to take the route of
getting things done, noving the ball forward.

And that's why | want to thank each
and every one of ny coll eagues in this chanber,
especially the nmenbers of the IDC. | was going
to get up and | guess get a little Bronx, but I

think Senator Alcantara beat me to it by getting
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alittle Washi ngton Hei ghts.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you all.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Klein in the affirmative.

Senat or Fl anagan to cl ose.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Just the -- oh, God, the diversity
of this wonderful state. Yes, the diversity of
this wonderful state. Right? Avella' s |aughing,
he's running for mayor.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And frankly, on
a personal level, I wsh you good |uck, Tony.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Zack is up
there, that's going to get tweeted out in about
t hree seconds.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Ladi es and
gentlenmen, it's a joke. Al right? 1t's a joke.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | was at the

Br ookl yn Chanber of Conmerce the other day,
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Senat or Persaud was there. And where else could
you go where you have a big delegation |Iike that,
and the Speaker cones, and sonebody wal ks in with
a hat that just says "The Bronx."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Pl ai n and

New Yor k si npl e.

So let ne -- 1 want to -- | really
want to thank everybody, | really do. Because
there is a -- 1've used this phrase periodically,

and |"'mgoing to use a little variation on a
theme. Sonetinmes in Albany -- there are three
words that are "governnent in action," and
sonmetimes in Al bany is the phrase "governnment
inaction.”™ Meaning two or three words.

So right now, I amem nently

confident and confortable that this is denocracy

in action.

| don't agree with Senat or
Stewart-Cousins on everything. | don't agree
with Jeff Klein on everything. 1 don't agree

with a lot of our nmenbers on certain things. But
| have a very fundanental and deep and abi di ng
respect for everyone's background.

Rivera's a professor, likes to
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talk -- shocking, right?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: They told ne as
long as | sit here, | get alittle nore than two
m nut es.

But nonet hel ess -- you know, | think
of Senator G anaris. W had a really good
evening with himat one point when we were at
Citi Field, and we were there for Mke Piazza's
retirement, got a chance to sit down and actually
talk like adults, find out about people's
background. He was training for a bike trip
over seas.

So, you know, every one of us --
Serrano served with ny father. Kennedy | just
have to |i ke because he's Irish, but that's okay.

But we have to -- you know, really,
our backgrounds are things that should be | auded.
And in ternms of what we're saying and how we
advocate, the next couple of weeks are going to
be tough. They're going to be tough. And
there's nothing wong with that.

So I"'mgoing to read you
literally -- life takes its turns, right? [|'m

| ooking at a letter, this is a thank you. And
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this is God' s honest truth, | happened to open ny
drawer, because | wanted to wite sonething down,
and this is fromtoday, March 15, 2017. So |
just want to read this letter.

"M . John J. Flanagan, thank you for
your confy chair.

"My bill was to amend Section 2 of
the Election Law 5106 to allow those convicted of
a nonviolent felony to vote while incarcerated.
Low voter turnout is a major problemfor New York
State, as seen in the 2016 el ections. New York
had the second | owest voter turnout in prinaries.
New York still continues to shy away froma | arge
portion of its population.

My bill has been passed and signed.
Wth your support, maybe now ny bill has the
potential to beconme a law. Thank you."

This is froma young wonman on
Long Island, wouldn't know her if she was
standing right in front of ne, Julia Trusse.

This is why | feel good about what |
do. This is why I"mproud to serve with all of
you. This is why |"mproud to be a public
servant in the State of New York. Let's get

about the people's business, let's nove ahead,
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and | hope everyone has a very safe trip hone.

M. President, thank you for your
i ndul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Fl anagan.

Call the question on the --

Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

The fact that | amable to stand
here -- and | know, Senator Fl anagan, you
generally have the |l ast word, and | appreciate
that. Because, you know, that's howit's been,
and for sone reason that didn't happen. But the
fact that you allowed nme to stand up and say --
as Senator Klein has said, and Senat or
Fl anagan -- how grateful | amto serve in this
body.

| have told you all who | amfor
many, many years. You know who | am And the
fact that | stand here privileged to be, you
know, a history-making who | am is really a
credit to where we have cone.

So make no m stake. | represent a

conference, just as every other conference, who
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under st ands deeply and believes fervently in what
good people in power can do to inprove the |lives
of the people who allowed us to represent them
That's what we're here to do.

W want to get things done too. And
the fact that even when it's a little out of
order, you can allow ne to stand up, says that we
know how to make a way even when it's not on the
program It's what we'd hoped woul d have
happened this norning. It's what we hoped woul d
have been able to allow us, who represent so mnuch
of this state, an opportunity to put our best
desires, our highest hopes for the people of
New York on the table. For sone reason, we
weren't able to do that.

But as we close out, as we reaffirm
that we're all here to get things done, we're al
here because we care deeply, we're all here
because we in the Denocratic Conference have as
much to contribute and get things done as
everybody else -- I'mhoping that we will,
together, be able to nove forward in these next
two weeks to really come with a package that
assunes the best of New York and the best in al

of us. And let's put our heads together really,
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since we have all these different opinions, and
come up with what's good for New York

So thank you very, very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

The Secretary will call the question
on the resol ution.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution fails.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d we
return to notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And | nove to
adopt the Resolution Cal endar as is.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar as
identified, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, |
under stand Senat or Murphy is going to take over,
and very appropriately so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO A
changi ng of the guard. A happy St. Patrick's,
St. Joe's Day to everyone.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO There's a
privileged resolution at the desk by Senator
Fl anagan. Wuld you read the title only and
recogni ze Senator Fl anagan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
resol uti on by Senator Flanagan, honoring
St. Patrick and all persons of Irish descent upon
t he occasion of the 2017 cel ebration of
St. Patrick's Day on Friday, March 17, 2017.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: "1l cal
on Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Al'l right.

M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Sir.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- Senat or
Giffo was up there sporting a green tie. You're

wearing your heritage right on your face, and we
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appreci ate that.

Al kidding aside, | feel I|ike
Friday is a holy day of obligation. Some of us
probably feel that it should be made a state or
federal holiday. But nonethel ess, everyone will
have a good day on Friday. And | am | ooking
forward to going to the St. Patrick's Day parade.

So to all of you, again, safe
travels. Senator Mirphy, | hope to see you on
Friday at some point.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: " m sure
| will be bunmping into you sonepl ace.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Any ot her
menbers on the resol ution?

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO The -- did we
pass the resolution? | wasn't paying attention.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Opposed?
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: There is
no further business.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | got it. |
got it, I got it, I got it. Everybody, | got it.

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Judiciary Committee in Room 332 right now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MURPHY:  Happy
St. Patrick's Day, everybody.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ckay. | nove
to adjourn until Mnday, March 20th, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days being |egislative
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 20th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. Al'so there's
a Veterans Committee neeting in Room 124.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Vet er ans
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Committee neeting in Room 124.
Senat e i s adj our ned.
(Wher eupon, at 3:43 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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