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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 13, 2017
3:20 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JOSEPH GRI FFO, Acting President
FRANCI S W PATI ENCE, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO In the
absence of clergy, | ask everyone in the chanber
to pl ease bow your head in a nonment of silent
reflection and prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 12th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,

March 11th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal will stand approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1010

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports of state
of ficers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d you
pl ease recogni ze Senator G anaris.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective commttee and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bill 3495A, on behal f
of Senat or Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. It is so
or der ed.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Al'so, | nove
the followng bills be discharged fromtheir
respective commttees and be recommtted with

instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
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Senate Bill 42 and Senate Bill 278, on behal f of
Senat or Hoyl man.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, So

or der ed.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And on behal f
of Senat or Kam nsky, | nove that the follow ng
bill be discharged fromits respective comittee

and be recommtted with instructions to strike
the enacting clause: Senate Bill 173.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO It is so
or der ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, can you
take up the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
117, by Senator Ott, Senate Print 875A, an act
to anend the County Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
156, by Senator Peralta, Senate Print 468, an
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act to anend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
178, by Senator Ritchie, Senate Print 2898, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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206, by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 1666, an act
to anend the Multiple Dwellings Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President. | rise to oppose this bill

Wiile | appreciate the intentions by
t he sponsors, | believe there is concern that we
may be giving too nuch discretion to the New York
City Departnent of Buil dings.

In particular, it's of concern for
my district, where | have the Special Cinton
District, the Special Hudson Yards District, and
t he Special West Chelsea District. They were al
created to preserve the existing housing stock
and the character of these nei ghborhoods, but
unfortunately, due to adm nistrative m shaps, at

various times the City Departnment of Buil dings
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has again and again issued permts to denolish
residential buildings in these nei ghborhoods.

In 2016 al one, M. President, the
Bui | di ngs Departnment gave perm ssion to denolish
13 buil di ngs, which includes 104 apartnments.
Three of those buildings -- three buildings --
and 35 apartnents were denolished illegally.

What can we do when a building is
denolished illegally? Wat is the redress for
the public at that point? Well, very little.

So | urge ny coll eagues to rethink
their position and vote against this bill, which
| think gives too rmuch discretion to the
Bui | di ngs Depart nment.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the negative.

| would ask all those voting in the
negative to please raise your hands again.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 206, those recorded in the negative are
Senators Al cantara, Avella, Bailey, Brooks,
Conrie, Diaz, Hoyl man, Klein, Krueger, Latimer

Mont gonery, Parker, Peralta, Persaud, Rivera
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Sanders, Savino, Serrano, Squadron, Stavisky and
Stewart-Cousins. Also Senator G anari s.

Ayes, 33. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
210, by Senator Young, Senate Print 3948, an act
to anend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Can
have sone order in the house, please.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

217, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 1145, an

act to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.
Senat or Hoyl man recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
249, by Senator Ott, Senate Print 737, an act to
amend t he General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the first of Septenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
292, by Senator Diaz, Senate Print 506, an act to

anmend the Banki ng Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 5. Thi

act shall take effect inmediately.

t he

S

t he

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Cal |
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, that conpletes

t he noncontroversial reading of today's

active-list cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Coul d you

pl ease take up the controversial cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

117, by Senator Ott, Senate Print 875A, an act

to anend the County Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat

G anaris, why do you rise?

or

SENATOR G ANARI S: M . President,

believe there's an anendnent at the desk. I

ask
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that the reading of the anmendnent be wai ved and
t hat Senat or Parker be heard on the amendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G anaris, | have the anmendnment before nme. Upon
review, | rule that it is not gernane to the bil
and therefore out of order.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
appeal fromthe decision of the chair, and | ask
t hat Senator Parker be heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Your
appeal is in order, and | recogni ze Senat or
Parker to be heard on the appeal.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President.

The underlying bill that
Senator Ott has introduced relates to the
trai ning prograns for coroners. But before we
address this inportant topic, there's a nuch nore
critical education issue that we nust fix, and
that is Foundation Aid for public schools.

In the Canpaign for Fiscal Equity
| awsuit case, the courts decided that the state
constitutionally owed school districts additional
funding to provide each student with a sound,

basi ¢ education, defined as a meani ngful high
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school education, one that prepares themto
function productively as civic participants.

In response, the state enacted
Foundation Aid in 2007, and this aid fornmula is
i ntended to provide a conprehensive, stable, and
equitable structure for state funding for a
four-year period. However, Foundation A d was
frozen two years after it was enacted, due to the
recessi on.

School aid was further reduced by
the Gap Eli m nation Adjustnent, the GEA. Paying
off the Gap Eli mi nati on Adjustnent becane the
priority of school funding increases. And as a
result, Foundation Aid remains significantly
underfunded to this very nonent.

Today, districts across the State of
New York are owed approximately $4.3 billion
t hroughout the full funding of Foundation Aid.
Despite efforts to invest nearly a billion
dollars over the last few years, of the
$4.3 billion, 3.28 billion, or 76 percent, of
Foundation Aid is owed to high-needs districts;
$762 million is owed to average-needs districts;
and $274 mllion is owed to | owneeds districts.

It is critical that we increase
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i nvestment to our highest-need districts in an
equi tabl e fashion and begin nmoving with them

t owards an adequate funding, sonething that they
were prom sed during the Canpaign for Fisca
Equity lawsuit. This settlenment is critically

i nportant, and we nust settle it now.

The anmendnment that we are
i ntroduci ng today would follow the
recomrendati ons of the New York State Board of
Regents by fully phasing in Foundation Aid over
three years, including $1.47 billion in new
Foundation Aid for this year. The Foundation Ad
formula ensures a fair distribution of al
resources to all of our schools and their
st udent s.

Fairly funding our school districts
is a bipartisan issue. This proposal was
supported by nmenbers of the Senate majority in a
letter witten by Senator Tedisco in February,
whi ch notes that past failure to live up to the
Foundation Aid commitnent has |left students in
overcrowded cl assroons with limted access to
essential education progranms and services.

We nust prioritize Foundation Ad

i nequity. Wen we continuously underfund our
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school systens, we are sacrificing the economc
future of our state and, nore inportantly,
sacrificing our children and their futures in the
m X

I ncreasing the funding for
Foundation Aid by $4.3 billion over a three-year
period will begin to ensure a sound, basic
education, M. President, for all New York State
publ i ¢ school students.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Parker.

The vote will be a procedural vote
on the ruling of the chair. Al in favor of
overruling the ruling of the chair say aye.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
ruling of the chair is affirnmed.

The bill is before the house.

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.
Senators Croci, Funke and Gallivan recorded in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, that concl udes
the controversial reading of today's active-list
cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. One
second, Senator DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And whil e
you' re checking that out, after we adjourn there
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Health
Commttee in the Capitol, Room 124, immedi ately
after the session.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
| medi ately after Senate session today, there

will be a nmeeting of the Senate Health Conmittee
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in Room 124 of the Capitol.

There is no further business before
t he desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That bei ng
the case, | nove to adjourn until Tuesday,
March 14th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
notion, the Senate will stand adjourned until
Tuesday, March 14th at 3:00 p. m

The Senate stands --

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse ne.
Excuse ne one nonent before you gavel out.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Coul d |
have order in the house, please.

He's consulting with the
net eor ol ogi st .

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Shal | the
Senate stand tenporarily at ease, Senator
DeFr anci sco?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Just for a
nmonent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will tenporarily stand at ease.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, As | was
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saying --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO -- | nove to
adj ourn until Tuesday, March 14th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
notion, the Senate will stand adjourned until
Tuesday, March 14th, at 3:00 p.m

The Senate stands adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 3:38 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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