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SENATOR FRED AKSHAR, Acting President
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Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

882

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
in a nmoment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 1st, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Tuesday,

February 28th, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes,

M. President. | wish to call up Senator
Phillips' bill, Print Nunber 3142, recalled from
the Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read the title of the bill.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
60, by Senator Phillips, Senate Print 3142, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | now nove
to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. | now of fer
the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
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amendnents are received, and the bill retains
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | now nove
to adopt the Resol ution Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes,

M. President, could you please take up the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
170, by Senator Savino, Senate Print 3913, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
209, by Senator Young, Senate Print 3940, an act
to anend the Private Housing Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
213, by Senator Robach, Senate Print 364, an act

to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Krueger.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain ny vote no.
As | have pointed out in previous
years this bill has passed, the evidence from

saliva tests has not been concl uded as being
damage- proof. They can make m stakes with saliva
tests. Drugs that you nay be taking under
prescription that don't prevent you fromdriving
may show up on the saliva test.

Now that we live in a state where
nmedi cal marijuana is actually legal, you may very
wel |l test positive in the standard saliva tests
even though that medical marijuana m ght have
been taken days or even weeks before.

And of course we even have the

scenari o we've known about for many years that
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someti mes poppy seed consunption shows up as a
positive for nore serious drugs.

So | don't believe we need to expand
the option to saliva tests for driving. | think
we have other tools in our arsenal for being able
to find people who in fact are using products,
what ever they m ght be, that prevent themfrom
driving safely and that they should be held
account abl e t hrough our DW and ot her | aws.

But | think it's a mstake for us to
rush forward with a saliva test option, and I"']I
be voting no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Krueger. You will be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 213, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Al cantara, Hoyl man and Krueger.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
214, by Senator Little, Senate Print 389, an act
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to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
220, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 2538, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
244, by Senator Val esky, Senate Print 1093, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
246, by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 29, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 30th day.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
258, by Senator Croci, Senate Print 953, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

So | have voted no on this bill in
the past, and I will continue to vote no on the
bill, because |I think that the | anguage is not
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explicit enough in the definitions of who woul d
and woul d not be covered by this bill.

But as | read the bill, | do realize
that potentially it means that conpani es who are
doi ng busi ness on the Internet and encourage you,
through their marketing, to violate | aws because
it will be a -- generate incone for themfrom
you, could al so be considered terrorism under
this | aw

And so | ama little torn. [If the
| anguage was cleared up -- for exanple, | have a
conmpany, quite a few conpani es who adverti se that
you should all participate in an Airbnb-type
nodel in violation of |aw, because they'|ll make
noney even if they are doing harmto your own
comunity, your own building, and to you
yoursel f, who m ght end up being fined and
evi ct ed.

So on the theory that this bil
m ght sonmehow be used to chall enge the activities
of these conpani es who continue, day in, day out,
to violate New York State law, | am hoping that
the Senator will clarify and clear up the
| anguage, even though |I'mvoting no today, so

that I can join himin supporting this bill and
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encouraging it to becone | aw.

Thank you, M. President. | wll
remai n no for now

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Krueger. You will be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 258, those recorded in the negative are
Senators Conrie, Krueger and Sanders.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
259, by Senator Croci, Senate Print 956, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

M. Floor Leader, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Can we now go
back to notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. And | request
t hat previously adopted Resol utions 692, 693, and
694 be taken up, read the title only, and then
recogni ze Senator Gol den, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 692, by Senat or Col den,
honoring Nicol e Facci o on her outstanding
advocacy, support, and fundraising efforts for
| ynphederma awar eness.

Legi sl ative Resol uti on Nunmber 693,
by Senator Gol den, mnenorializing Governor Andrew
M Cuonp to proclaimMarch 6, 2017, as Lynphedema
Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with

t he observance of the second annual Worl d
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Lynphedenma Day.

And Legi sl ative Resol uti on Nunber
694, by Senator Gol den, honoring Steve Cuttenberg
for his outstandi ng advocacy, support, and
fundraising efforts for |ynphedena awar eness.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Gol den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to honor those who have
led the effort to recognize Wrld Lynphedena Day
and pronote | ynphedenma awar eness.

The New York State Legislature was
one of the very first governing bodies, in the
United States and the world, to honor and to
recogni ze Wrld Lynphedema Day. Oiginally
inspired by the National Lynphedena Awar eness
Day, this effort has grown into a worl dw de
novenent .

Today we come together again to
proclaim March 6, 2017, Lynphederma Day in the
great State of New York.

MI1lions of Anericans are affected
by | ynphedena and | ynphatic di seases. The

di sease is common to cancer survivors, wth
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approxi mately 35 percent suffering from
| ynphederma because of diagnostic or treatnent
pr ocedur es.

Despite these high nunbers of
sufferers, research into potential treatnent and
a cure lags far behind other simlar physical and
enotionally debilitating di seases.

It is with great pride and pl easure
t hat we recogni ze the advocates who devote so
much of their tine and effort to this condition.
At the top of this list is WIIiam Repicci,
executive director of the National Lynphatic
Educati on and Research Foundati on; Coll een
McGuire, outreach director; and Steve Pal ner,
medi a director. And thank you, thank you for
what you do.

This year we're al so honoring two
i ndi vidual s, Steve Cuttenberg and Ni col e Facci o,
for their outstanding efforts.

Steve CQuttenberg, a resident of the
Upper West Side of Manhattan, has used his
celebrity status to pronote |ynphedena awar eness
t hroughout New York State and the country. As an
honorary board nmenber of the Lynphatic Education

and Research Network, he has devoted hinself to
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fundrai si ng, supporting patients, and outreaching
to corporate supporters.

Ni col e Faccio, who is here today
with us, and her parents, knows firsthand how
debilitating this condition can be, but refuses
tolet it slow her dowmn. Wth the support of her
famly and her friends, she formed a fundrai sing
teamcalled In Pizza W Crust, and exceeded their
fundrai si ng goal by a whoppi ng 150 percent.

Their team has becone one of New York's top
fundrai sing teans for the New York Wal k to Fi ght
Lynphedema and Lynphati c Di seases.

Ni col e, keep up the good work.

| also believe we have -- and we do
have -- in our presence today |ast year's
honoree, our past honoree, with her parents,

Enma Det | ef sen

And of course, Emma, wel cone back
Emma. You're an inspiring individual. And you
come from Senator Anedore's community. And you
are definitely -- when you cone down here and
t hi s audi ence sees you, they will be inpressed by
your greatness and by what you're fighting and
what your fight has done to bring these |ynphatic

di seases to the public forum
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And I commend all the advocates for
their tireless and ongoing efforts to bring nore
attention to |lynphatic research, and | appl aud
them for their unwavering advocacy. Let's give
them a great round of appl ause, |adies and
gentlenmen, for all that they do in all of our
comunities for those people that suffer from
t hese di seases.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Gol den.

Senat or Anedore

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,

M. President.

And | rise to congratul ate everyone
here that represents this great cause and this
resolution. And thank you, Senator Gol den, for
bringing this to our attention and honoring it.

And today in the chanber we have, as
has been nentioned, sonme special guests. And you
know, just about three short years ago |
showcased a very special constituent of mne, and
that's Enma, who stood on ny chair over there, in
the end of the desk there, with her purple cape.

And Emma, who has been battling,
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fighting hard this horrible di sease, agai nst

the -- what she feels, the sickness that she
under goes, she goes against all odds. She does
not let it get her dowmm. And she's gone on to
rai se a boatload of noney for research as well as
to help others who struggle with | ynphedena.

That she -- being the superhero that
she is, she's here today, and | want to highlight
her agai n because she does have her purple cape
on. And she wants to show you that she is so
appreci ative of everything that you have done
here in the State Senate to hel p her and everyone

else in this great state who battles with

| ynphedema.

So to Enma and Nicole, | know you've
got -- Emma, | know you have the nost col orful
sneakers on. If you could al so show us those
great sneakers with your cape, | would appreciate

that. She's up in the gallery, if you're
wonderi ng where she is.

So we, M. President, want to honor
her and Nicole for all of their efforts and --
t heir courageous, valiant efforts, as well as her
recognition, now, all the way to Washi ngton, D.C.

So thank you, M. President.
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(Sust ai ned appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Emma, you
are a pint-sized inspiration who packs a very
power ful punch.

To Nicole and Steven, we wel cone
you, the New York State Senate does, and we
extend all the courtesies of the house.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | object to
t hat pint-sized designation.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I f you'd now
take up previously adopted Resol uti on Number 106,
by Senator Breslin, read the title only, and cal
on Senator Breslin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 106, by Senator Breslin,
congratul ating the Troy H gh School Football Team
and Coach Bob Burns upon the occasion of
capturing the 2016 New York State Public High
School Athletic Association Cass AA
Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
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Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President. |It's a pleasure to rise to honor
the Troy Hi gh School Football Team

Now, Troy High was in Class A And
as many of you know, there's classifications.
And if you go down to a | ower classification,
sonetinmes you're a lot better than the
conpetition you play.

But when you go to the next
classification, as Troy High did, fromCass Ato
Class AA, the opposite is true. Otentines the
conpetition is nmuch nore severe and nuch nore
difficult in front of you.

This Troy Hi gh teamdidn't respond
to that. They started off |ast season by rather
easi |y beati ng Shenendehowa, one of the biggest
and best football programs in the State of
New York, and really marched through the season,
and marched through the season endi ng up beating
st at e power houses Newburgh Free Acadeny,

New Rochelle, which is frequently there at the
end -- and finally, on Novenber 26th, in a very
cl ose gane that | enjoyed, beat Victor, a

perenni al state favorite.
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And this was a special, special
Troy Hgh teamwith a |lot of gifted athletes,
with a coaching staff led by Bob Burns. And |I'd
be remiss if | didn't enphasize that entire
coaching staff, from Assistant Coach Sam Marro
and O fensive Coordinator M ke G asso, the
of fensive |line coach, Jim Canfield, and other
coaches -- Mark Galuski, Pat Haggerty, Matt
Marsh, Chris Stack, Matt Robi nson, M ke Bar nes,
Jason Kritz, and Jerry Jobs {ph}.

And it just was a special season.
At the top of Troy Hi gh, you have your wonderfu
superintendent, John Carnello. Coincidentally,
his son was al so a nenber of the team

And when | | ooked after the season
to see sone of the -- it's hard to keep track of
the awards you got. And | know | didn't | ook at
all the different sources of All-States, | only
| ooked at several of them | know Joey Ward, who
had such a terrific season, made first string,
first teamA|-State. And John Germnerio, the
guarterback, made a couple of All-State teans.
And Joey Casale -- and the Casale famly, as many
of you know, is very well known, and |'m naki ng

an assunption related to a long-tine friend of
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m ne, fornmer Assenblyman Pat Casale. And Dev and
Saverio, again, Al-State teans.

And there was just a special ness
about what Bob Burns brought together. And
you're to be conmended for what you did this year
in comng up with a 13 and 0 record. Troy High

earlier had won state chanpi onships at C ass A,

but what you did is an enornous feat. |It's
sonmething that will be |ong renenbered. And you
will be able to conme, any tine you want in your

hi story, to show your famlies that you are in
t he permanent records of the New York State
Legi sl ature.

Congratul ati ons for everything
you' ve done. Have a successful next four years
as you nove on, and a successful career in life.

Thank you very mnuch

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Breslin.

Senat or Mar chi one.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you,

M. President.
| have the honor today of having

guests on both sides of our chanmber. So | would

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

903

first like to welcone a group of constituents
from Sarat oga County who are down here visiting
and touring today and wanted to stop in here and
just see exactly what's going on in our chanber.
So | wel come them here today.

But | al so have the Troy Foot bal
Teamin ny district. | represent Lansi ngburgh,
inthe City of Troy, a nuch snaller section than
nmy col |l eague Neil Breslin.

| also can't stand up and tal k about
how great it was that you beat Shenendehowa,
because they're also in ny district.

But | can stand up and congratul ate

you on this wonderful acconplishnment. | can
recogni ze, | can honor you, | can tell you |I am
absolutely thrilled at your achievenent. | want

to tell your coach, Bob Burns, how terrific I
think he is, and all of the coaches that surround
all of you.

| al so have a Casal e connection, as
Danny Casal e, who was the Assenbl yman's son,
works in nmy office and just told nme such terrific
t hi ngs about all of you.

So | add ny congratul ations to each

and every one of you on this trenendous
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acconpl i shnent .

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Marchione.

Senat or Funke.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,
M. President.

Well, as the Senator who represents
Vi ctor High School, | would just like to
congratul ate Coach Burns and everybody on the
Troy Football Team Senator Marchione and | had
di scussed a wager on this particular ganme. She

declined, or 1'd be wearing a Troy foot bal

jersey right now, | think.

But | just want to congratul ate you.
You know, | think football is the greatest gane
of all, because it teaches so many things that we
don't necessarily learn in the classroom-- big
people, little people, slow people, fast people,

everybody cones together.

And, you know, every play in
football is designed to be a touchdown. If you
draw it up and Coach Burns draws it up on the

board, everything is designed to be a touchdown.
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One person breaks down, and it doesn't happen
that way. It just shows howit's essential for
peopl e to work together, on both sides of the
aisle, in governnent and in life.

So | appreciate everything that you
do. Congratulations for playing the great gane
of football. | knowit's going to pay a |ot of
great dividends for you as you go forward in your
lives.

So congratul ations on a great wn
over Victor Hi gh School, and good | uck next
season for those of you who are not seniors.
Thanks.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Funke.

To Coach Burns, to you and your
team and to Senator Marchione's special guests,
we wel cone you to this great chanmber and we
extend all the courtesies of the house to you.
Thank you.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, this
resol ution can be opened up for cosponsorship.

| f you want to be a cosponsor, please notify the
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desk.

The next itemis a resolution by
Senat or Conrie that was previously adopted,
Nunber 800. Could you read the title only and
then call on Senator Conrie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 800, by Senator Conrie,
commenorating the 23rd anni versary of the
Uni ver Soul Circus.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

Today | wanted to acknow edge a
person that is here visiting our chanber today.
The UniverSoul Circus is a single-ring circus
established in 1994 by Cedric Wl ker, an
African- Ameri can nman who had a vision of creating
a circus with the magjority of perforners being
peopl e of col or.

He has traveled all over the world
to find people with incredible talents. He was

able to find entertainers from approxi mately
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24 different countries.

| wanted to pay homage to
M. Wal ker, who is in the chanber today, al ong
with his great assistant, Ben Johnson, who is the
di rector of operations.

M. Wl ker was born in Maryland. He
al ways had an entrepreneurial spirit, starting
fromthe age of 6. Determned to nake extra
noney, he was inventive right fromthe start. He
sold Christmas cards, Kool Aid popsicles, fruits
and vegetabl es froma horse-drawn cart. He even
col l ected for UNI CEF, because he understood back
then that he wanted to try to hel p people from
all over the world.

He was first bitten by the
entertai nment bug in the early '70s when he noved
to Tuskegee to live with his uncle, a nightclub
owner. That's where he nmet and | ater teanmed up
with a prom sing young rnusical group called the
Commodores -- where's Robach? He's not here
t oday.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: He becane their
production and stage manager and toured with them

around the world. He later worked as a pronoter
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for the Jackson 5.

Cedric V&l ker struck out on his own
in the '80s, when he organi zed the Fresh Fest,
the world's first rap nmusic tour, featuring the
i kes of Queens' own Rock & Roll Hall of Fane
i nductees, Run DMC, Salt-n-Pepa, and many ot her
artists.

In the early days, when no one
bel i eved rap music was viable, M. Wil ker turned
that around by putting on safe, successful and
profitable shows around the country.

In the early 1990s, he branched out
further, turning his attention to bringing
comunity together through the church. He
underw ote and coproduced the highly successful
gospel plays "Wcked Ways" and "A Good Man is
Hard to Find," anong many ot hers.

By the m d-1990s, M. Wal ker and his
associ ates began to | ook for new forns of famly
entertainment, with a vision to explore the
various talents of African-Anericans, Caribbeans,
and Latinos other than singing and dancing, and
the Universal Big Top GCircus was born.

The Uni ver Soul GCircus enpl oys

hundreds of workers that are rigorously trained
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in Aynpic-style fashion at various schools
around the world financed M. Wl ker and his
congl orrer at e.

| would also |ike to acknow edge
that the circus enploys many | ocal comrunity
youth and mlitary veterans, |ike Purple Heart
reci pi ent Sergeant Lester Miuse, who is al so here
today -- please stand up, Lester -- who is in the
chanmber with us.

Uni verSoul Circus is highly regarded
as the top-rated circus in the country in regards
to safety and conpliance, even with all the
pressures that they've been put upon lately by
folks with small m nds.

Uni ver Soul Circus has successfully
turned the traditional circus world upside down.
By 1997, the tour had grown to 10 cities; two
years later, 19 cities. They' ve been asked to go
to South Africa nore than once. They have an
Emy- nom nat ed HBO special. And now they're
pl ayi ng to packed audi ences around the worl d.

| f you haven't had an opportunity to

go to a UniverSoul G rcus performance, | would
invite you to go. It is atotally different
experience. |It's very interactive, and you go
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there and you wind up having a |ot of fun.

Again, | want to congratul ate Cedric
Wal ker, who has been a true pioneer and a
trail bl azer, making sure that the Univer Sou
Circus is a famly-friendly circus, is a circus
t hat enbraces the arts in all forns, and is a
circus that we can celebrate all of the positive
t hi ngs that happen in every culture, not just
one.

So thank you, M. President, for
having them here today. And | would ask that
everyone give M. Cedric Wal ker and the
Uni ver Soul Circus a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Conrtie.

Senat or Sanders.

SENATCOR SANDERS: | too have to
congratul ate the UniverSoul GCircus.

Well, where do you start? One of ny
favorite, favorite R&B groups was the Commobdor es.
And I"'mfinally neeting the stage producer, and
we were tal king about trying to get themto do a
reunion. | think that this great Senate should

go on record in saying that we want a reuni on of
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t he Commodores. And they should play here first.
kay, well, nmaybe we won't go on record to do
that. But | would like to see it done.

It seens that nmy life and his were
chasing each other. W were always in a
entertainment facility -- you can't call it a
club -- Maverick's Flat, and other places that he
was in and | was in. But naybe that's what |ed
himto gospel. Maybe those type of places after
a while would | ead you to understand the beauty
of gospel, and the gospel plays at that.

| want to of course thank Sergeant
Lester Muse, who brings everything together,

i ncl udi ng us.

But I want to draw your attention,
sir, that politics is very nuch like the circus
that you speak of. However, we do it rougher.

We do trapeze acts without nets. And |I'd |ike
your perforners to try that one.

And every two years -- you have a
great training facility, but we have a great
place that we -- it's called the election. Every
two years, we also get to see how cl ose we can
wal k across things without nets. And if you

believe that you have lions and tigers, well, we
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have sharks. W have sharks out here.

So I'msaying that you shoul d | ook
here, sir, for performers for your circus. And
if the pay is right -- mm | won't say anything
about our pay. |If the pay is right, then perhaps
we can strike up a deal

But on a very serious side, | want
to congratulate you and your team but | also
want to draw attention to Senator Conrie, who is
wi se enough to bring themall here.

Congr at ul ati ons agai n.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Hami | t on.

SENATOR HAM LTON: Yes,

M. President, | rise to pay tribute to the
Uni ver Soul Circus.

This circus has played a pivotal
roleinny life, with ny wife and two young
children. My children were so delighted to go to
this circus because we wound up in a bl eacher
section. W were literally on the ground, seeing
the actors perform And it was a nuch-needed

alternative, being involved and seei ng peopl e who
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resenbl ed yoursel f.

So | just want to conmend the
Uni ver Soul Circus for doing a great job. | want
to commend Senator Conrie for having them cone
her e.

And we need to have nore cul tural
institutions of diversity that reflect this great
State of New York. And also Ringling Brothers
Crcus, I'"'msorry to see that they're gone. That
was a cultural and as far as an Anerican
tradition that is nowlost. So now that we have
t he UniverSoul Circus to continue, as far as
entertaining famlies throughout the state, it is
much -- desperately appreciated for what you have
done, for your foresight in getting things into
our conmunities.

| renenber seeing you at Randall's
| sl and, in Newark, New Jersey. | mean, you guys
were all over in the tri-state area. Even on
Randal | 's Island, you were there also. And you
ki nd of infused the African-American culture,
hi p-hop culture, into the circus, so it was
al ways ent ert ai ni ng.

And Coney Island, | saw you guys

there. | had, you know, tickets that were great
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tickets. And to this day | have a picture in ny
house of ny children near the rink at Univer Sou
Crcus, and they kind of |like -- when they saw

t he el ephants conme so close, they junped back.
said, "It's okay, Daddy'll protect you, don't
worry about it."

But | just want to say keep up the
good work. | conmend you for bringing sonething
to the forefront that was nuch needed in ny
famly. And | always say God bl ess Univer Sou
Crcus. Thank you so nuch.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Ham |ton

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Conrie, for
bringing up sone illustrious Queens residents.

Those of us who represent Queens
County are very proud of what goes on in Queens,
the diversity, the sense of conmunity, the sense
t hat peopl e care about one another in Queens.

And again, | thank you for com ng
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up. We recogni ze your contributions, M. Wl ker.
And Sergeant, thank you for your service. And

| et us do nore of these comunity-based

or gani zati ons.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Conrie, we wel cone
M. Wal ker and your coll eagues to this great
house, and we extend all the courtesies.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: M. Fl oor
Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | was going
to sing "Once Twice Three Tines a Lady," but in
the interests of time | won't do that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thi s
resolution is up for cosponsorship. If you want
to be a cosponsorship, please notify the desk.

|"d like to now hand up conmttee
assignments. Senator Fl anagan nmakes the foll ow
Republ i can conmittee assignnments.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
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committee assignnents are received and filed with
t he Journal Clerk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And
simlarly, Senator Flanagan, in consultation with
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, nmakes the foll ow ng
Denocrat conmittee assignnments.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Those
assignments are received and filed with the
Journal Cerk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That bei ng
the case, | nove to adjourn until Monday,

March 6th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 6th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:06 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




