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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
in a nmoment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 6th, the Senate nmet pursuant
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday,

February 5th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: On page 11,
Senat or Seward noves to di scharge, fromthe
Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 376 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
1066, Third Readi ng Cal endar 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; | now nove
to adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Nunmbers 572, 569, and 490.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resol utions Number 572, 569,
and 490, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d you
now call on Senator G anaris for the purposes of
an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Once again we're joined by a great
group of young nmen and wonen fromny district
who cone up every year to see their state
government in action. |It's the boys and girls

fromthe Gowing Up Geen Mddle School student

government who are here -- would you all stand
up, please -- here in the gallery with us.
(Appl ause.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And included in
that group are sone ei ghth-graders who are the
first graduating class from G ow ng Up G een
M ddl e School, and they're joined by sone great
parent | eaders, including nmy good friend
Erin Acosta, who is the conmunity and famly

engagenment coordi nator, and Al ex Gobright, the
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student gover nnent coordi nator.

And it seens |like we're going to
have a peaceful day for themto see how
government works. Oher tinmes, you could have
seen a nore exciting battle here on the floor,
but today | expect some greater cooperation anong
all the legislators, and hopefully you learn a
thing or two, and we can learn fromyou as well.

So pl ease wel conme themto the
chanber today, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROC : Vel l, the
Senate is very pleased to wel cone you, and we
extend to you all the privileges and courtesies
of the house.

And if the nmenmbers would like to
show our appreciation in welcom ng our guests,
pl ease do so at this tine.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Can we now
take up Resolution 572, by Senator
Stewart-Cousins, read it inits entirety, and
then call on Senator Stewart-Cousins to speak,

pl ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 572, by Senat or
St ewart - Cousins, nenorializing Governor Andrew M
Cuono to proclai mFebruary 2017 as Bl ack History
Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month,
previ ously known as Negro Hi story Wek, was
founded by Dr. Carter G Wodson, and was first
cel ebrated on February 1, 1926; since 1976, it
has beconme a nationally recognized nont h-1ong
cel ebration, held each year during the nonth of
February to acknow edge and pay tribute to
African- Aneri cans negl ected by both society and
t he history books; and

"WHEREAS, The nonth of February
observes the rich and diverse heritage of our
great state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month seeks
to enphasi ze black history is American history;
and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack History Month is a
time to reflect on the struggles and victories of

African- Areri cans throughout our country's
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hi story and to recogni ze their nunerous val uabl e
contributions to the protection of our denocratic
society in war and in peace; and

"WHEREAS, Sone African-Anerican
pi oneers whose many acconplishnments, all of which
t ook place during the nonth of February, went
unnoti ced, as well as numerous synbolic events in
February that deserve to be nenorialized include:
John Sweat Rock, a noted Boston | awer who
became the first African-Anmerican admtted to
argue before the U S. Suprene Court on
February 1, 1865, and the first African-American
to be received on the floor of the U S House
of Representatives; Jonathan Jasper Wight, the
first African-Anerican to hold a major judicia
position, who was elected to the South Carolina
Suprene Court on February 1, 1870; President
Abr aham Li ncol n submts the proposed 13th
Amendnent to the U S. Constitution, abolishing
slavery, to the states for ratification on
February 1, 1865; civil rights protester Jimmie
Lee Jackson dies fromwounds inflicted during a
protest on February 26, 1965, leading to the
historic Sel ma, Al abama, civil rights

denonstrations, including Bl oody Sunday, in which
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600 denonstrators, including Martin Luther King,
Jr., were attacked by police; Autherine J. Lucy
became the first African-Anerican student to
attend the University of Al abama on February 3,
1956; she was expelled three days later 'for her
own safety' in response to threats froma nob; in
1992, Autherine Lucy Foster graduated fromthe
university with a naster's degree in education,
t he sane day her daughter, Gazia Foster,
graduated with a bachel or's degree in corporate
fi nance; the Negro Baseball League was founded on
February 3, 1920; Jack Johnson, the first
African- Ameri can Worl d Heavywei ght Boxi ng
Chanpi on, won his first title on February 3,
1903; and Reginald F. Lewis, born on Decenber 7,
1942, in Baltinore, Maryland, received his |aw
degree from Harvard Law School in 1968, and was a
partner in Murphy, Thorpes & Lewis, the first
black law firmon Wall Street; in 1989, he becane
presi dent and CEO of TLC Beatrice Internationa
Food Conpany, the | argest bl ack-owned business in
the United States; and

"WHEREAS, In recognition of the vast
contributions of African-Anmericans, a joyful

nmont h-1ong cel ebration is held across New York
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State and across the United States, with many
comenorative events to honor and display the
cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
commends the African-American community for
preserving, for future generations, its
centuries-old traditions that benefit us all and
add to the color and beauty of the tapestry which
is our American society; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mFebruary
2017 as Black History Month in the State of
New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to the Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, and to the events
commenor ating Black H story Month throughout
New York State."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise, as |I've had the privilege of
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rising for the past 10 years, to speak about
bl ack history and Bl ack H story Month. Many
times I've risen and spoken about bl ack history
internms of my own famly history -- nmy parents,
who had suffered from segregati on and
di scrimnation; | always tal k about ny dad, the
Wrld War Il veteran in a segregated Arny -- and
the fact that here | stand because of the pron se
of America and the struggles of not only black
peopl e, but everyone, in order to nove us
forward
|"ve had the opportunity to speak
about ot her individuals, obviously, |ike
Const ance Baker Mdtley, who was a Senator in this
chanber, the very first African-American wonan
who was a Senator in this chanber, and al so a key
figure in Brown vs. The Board of Education, where
she worked with the | ate Suprene Court Justice
Thurgood Marshall to nake sure that separate but
equal was not the law of the land in our schools.
| al so had the chance, for the past
ei ght years, of standing here with a president in
t he White House, President Barack OGbama, the very
first African-Anerican president, and the joy of

knowi ng that the years and years and decades of
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struggle could culmnate in Arerica enbracing its
ideals and its principles, and being able to
el ect the first African-Anerican president. It
was just incredible, and sonmething that |I'm
frankly sorry my parents were not here to see.

So when | tal k about black history,
| tal k about Anerica, Anerica's ideals, the
triunphs, the struggles, and the fact that black
history is indeed American history. So during
Bl ack H story Month, | ask that we take it
seriously -- we read it, we knowit, we learn it.
We've had the privilege of |ooking at sonme of the
recent novies, with H dden Figures. Everywhere
t here are unsung heroes, clearly, and so nuch of
Anerica' s great history is wapped up in black
Ameri cans' history.

Sl avery, you know, existed on this
continent for over 300 years. And it took
anot her 90 years fromour country's founding for
sl avery to be abolished. Twelve mllion enslaved
Africans crossed to a variety of places;
2 mllion were lost. About 400,000 appeared here
in Arerica. And anmazingly, even after we
abol i shed sl avery, it took another hundred years

to secure the right to vote for
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African- Areri cans.

As Frederick Dougl ass said, "Wthout
struggle, there is no progress.” And as we face
a very new era in Anmerican history, as we face a
very different president, | think the
under standi ng of that struggle and the need for
being vigilant is becom ng clearer and cl earer --
not just to people here in this chanber, not just
to people in New York, but for people across the
country and across the world.

Yesterday | stood with nmy conference
and we tal ked about one of the essential American
val ues. W tal ked about protecting voting
rights. We tal ked about nmaking sure that al
voi ces are heard. W tal ked about protecting
denocr acy.

Clearly our struggle is not over.
There's a constant charge for all citizens to
exercise their denocratic obligations and make
their voice heard. March, demand action, demand
action of your |eaders.

For our state to continue to serve
as a national |eader, we nust ensure that al
residents of New York are encouraged and able to

unl eash their potential, nake their voices heard
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by participating in the denocratic process that
has taken so many so long to achieve.

It's nmy deepest hope, as | close,
that we not only observe this Black Hi story Mnth
but we | ook at the struggle of blacks in this
country as a blueprint for dissent, progress, and
freedom

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.
| rise today in honor of Bl ack

Hi story Month and the resolution set forth by ny

leader. | rise |like the song by Andra Day. |
rise |like Maya Angel ou once said. | rise for
many reasons. | rise to conmenorate a nonth that

is part of Anmerican history. And make no m st ake
about it, as the |eader said, black history is
Ameri can history, folks.

| rise today because of a quote that
was said by one of my | aw school professors when
she was honored at a gala and they asked her,
"Why are you here?" And she said, to her famly,

"Thank you for giving me the strength to
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struggle."”™ The strength to struggle.

And |'ve thought about that nany
times. Wat does the strength to struggle
actual ly mean? What does it nean when your
forefathers and forenothers were ensl aved, called
3/5 of a human being? Wat does that nean? And
they continued to have strength. And w t hout
their strength, I would not stand before you
t oday.

| think about the collective
strength of nmany people who are not necessarily
considered to be heroes. And I'mgoing to read
to you a quote fromone of nmy favorite books,
$40 MIlion Slaves, by WIIliam Rhoden: "So our
cheering assunmed a deeper nmeaning. W were
cheering for our very survival. Black athletes
became our psychol ogi cal arnor, markers of our
progress, tangi ble proof of our worth, evidence
of our collective soul."

Now, when we think about sports
heroes in African-Anmerican history, we think
about Jacki e Robi nson, who broke the color |ine
in baseball; WIlie O Ree, who broke the col or
line in the NHL; Chuck Cooper, Nat "Sweetwater"

Clifton, or Earl LlIoyd, depending on what day

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

631

you're looking at. But we don't |ook at
Curt Fl ood.

Curt Fl ood who was the nodern-day
father of free agency. He challenged the reserve
clause. So he is an unsung hero in sports
hi story, and he's also an unsung hero in
African- Anerican history. And when you think
about freedom of nmovenent anongst your favorite
athl etes, when we freedom of novenent in | abor,
we have to thank fol ks |ike Curt Fl ood.

We have to thank folks like ny
gr andf at her, James Bail ey, who | nentioned before
during the King resolution, who had that freedom
of novenent. He canme up to New York, eight kids,
made sure he worked hard for all of them MW
grandnot her Lena, may she rest in peace as well,
an RN, after having just a high school degree.

Those fol ks give ne the strength to
struggle. And | thank God for them every day.
And | thank God for the opportunity to be in this
chanber, serving with my wonderful coll eagues.
And | hope that you will take heed to what |I'm
saying in that black history is American history.
And the nore you know about black history, the

better off we'll be.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, we say -- |ast week we
celebrated Martin Luther King's birthday. Today
we take up the issue -- thank you, Senator -- of
bl ack history.

Bl ack history has been with us
forever. Some of us never wanted to talk to
sonmebody about the issues. But just think about
what we've achieved. Right now, as we sit here
today, there's a new barracks for cadets at
West Point. What's the nane of it? Ben Davis,
one of the nost distinguished black officers who
ever went to West Point and graduated nunber one
in his class.

In 1948, the 26th of July, President
Truman signed an executive order that said
desegregate. Do you know, it didn't take place
overni ght, because we still had a | ot of Southern
of ficers who never thought that this would
change.

In January 1949, | went to the
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Fort Benning Oficers Club with two white
officers and a black officer, Tomry Hll, from
the Bronx. He went to OCS with us and they said,
"You can go to the ness hall, and you can go down
to the enlisted men's nmess hall." | tore up ny
card and said, "Doesn't anybody abi de by the
president's executive order? The executive order
was very clear: Desegregate.”

Forty-ei ght hours |ater, Ceneral
Wal ker called an officer's call, and he said, "By
5 o' clock tonight, every sign that says 'black
or '"white' better be taken down, or I'mgoing to
t ake down the commander."” And that took a | ot of
gut s.

But then when you start to see what
we went through -- I'mvery proud to stand and
say | commanded a conpany, and they were the
best. We went to Korea, and we lost a |lot of
good nen.

People start to think about this.

It had nothing to do with black and white. Every
bit of it was red blood. So why should we
desegregate? W shoul d desegregate because we're
never going to be a great Union unless we

under st and one anot her and gi ve respect to one
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anot her.

Thank you very much, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI :  Senat or
Par ker .

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President. On the resolution.

First let ne thank Senator Andrea
St ewar d- Cousins for her | eadership in introducing
this regulation, who herself is |iving black
hi story, being the first African-Anmeri can wonan
to lead a | egislative conference here in the
State of New York.

Bl ack Hi story Month was created in
February of 1926 by Carter G Wodson, who was a
Harvard-trai ned historian who had really spent
his life trying to get African-Anmericans to know
about who they were as people. In 1976 -- it
actual ly began as Negro History Wek, and it was
chosen as the second week in February because it
was both the week that President Abraham Lincoln
was born and the week that Frederick Dougl ass was
born. Right? So | know there's |ike, you know,
a bi g Facebook about why African-Anerican Hi story
Month has to be the shortest nonth of the year.

It really was about those birthdays and not so
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much about it being the shortest nonth of the
year.

Real |y, again, it began as Negro
Hi story Month in 1926, and in 1976 becane a whol e
month. Right? So it went from Negro History
Week to African-Anerican Hi story or Black History
Month in 1976.

And the notion was to | et people of
African descent know that they did not conme to
t he shores of America tabula rasa. For those of
you who are not up on your ancient Latin, that
nmeans "as a blank slate.” Right?

To that point, African-Americans
were often told that they had contri buted nothing
to the history of the world, that they had no
even humanity, let alone culture and history.

And this was critical because history is the
record of struggle and it is the record of
culture. And culture is the framework that
defines. You do nothing outside of the context
of culture.

And so Carter G Wodson's
contributions are critical because he taught
peopl e that they needed to understand the history

of their culture. | ask people to look at his
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best work, which is The M s-Education of the
Negro. Anybody who is doing education -- and |
don't care if you're African-Anerican or white or
Latino -- you should read this book. It's
critical.

You can't properly understand how to
teach students unless you really understand the
culture and context in which students are
| earni ng, and where they cone from And he nakes
that argunment there. And how nuch our education
is not sinply know edge, but it's al so training.
And the question is what are we training people
for. But that's a whole other conversation for
anot her day.

To understand bl ack history, you
have to understand that the history of people of
African descent did not begin when they were
brought here in chains in 1619 to Janest own,

Vi rgini a.

Let ne paraphrase fromone of ny
favorite books, Two Thousand Seasons, by Ayi Kwei
Armah, in which he says that if you want to know
the history of African people, he says you have
to go to the ocean. And when you step on the

sand, he said if you want to know how nany
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seasons African peopl e have been around, you've
got to count every grain of sand. And once you
count every grain of sand on the beach, you only
start to begin to understand how | ong African
peopl e have been on this planet. You will then
have to wal k down to the water and count the
ocean, drop by drop. And once you've added up
all those drops of water in the ocean, you've
then only got to a fraction of the tine of
under st andi ng how nmany seasons African people
have been on this planet. Because then you would
have to l ook up in the sky and you woul d have to
count the sunlight, ray by ray.

And that would only begin to have
you understand the prinmacy of African people, the
first people on this planet, that the whol e
world -- if in fact there is a Garden of Eden,

t hat Garden of Eden exists on the continent of
Afri ca.

That when you | ook at the works of
peopl e |i ke Chancellor WIllians, in The
Destruction of African G vilization; a great
New York schol ar, Dr. Yosef Ben-Jochannan --

Dr. Ben, lovingly knowmn -- and his works like the

Black Man of the Nile and H's Family, the African
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Oigins of the Major "Western Religions" -- you
start to then get a framework for understandi ng
the history of African people.

To understand that, you know, when
we | ook at Egypt as a begi nning point of high
culture in the world, that they really were a
colony of Nubia. Right? Drusilla Houston, in
her work about the Wonderful Ethiopians, talks
about that dynam c.

You have great scholars in Africa,

i ke Cheikh Anta Diop, in The African Oigin of
Cvilization, in which he tal ks about how sone of
t hese -- you know, when you see these novies
about ancient Egypt, they're always trying to
make the Egyptians Europeans or they're trying to
make them al i ens, because they don't have answers
and they can't -- people don't want to believe
that those were actually African people who built
pyram ds. That we still don't understand how
they were built, even in this day.

For people of African descent, we
have to know that that is our history, that is
our culture. W have to connect to that. That
in fact if you have a better understandi ng of who

you are, as that kind of person, then other
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people can't put you down. Because you know who
you are, you know who you cone from

As ny father used to tell ne all the
time, "How do you know where you're going if you
don't know where you're fron?" And "If you don't
know where you're going, any road will take you
there.”

So it's inportant that we get a full
exam nation of this culture, of this history
that, again, begins way before 1619. And a real
| ove of Africa is the beginning of a | ove of
African- Anericans. As Ml colm X says, "You can't
hate the roots of a tree and not hate the tree."
You can't tal k about hating Africa and then say
you | ove bl ack peopl e.

But even when we start | ooking at
the history further, we figure out that African
people didn't cone to the Western Hem sphere for
the first time in 1619. Check out |van Van
Sertima and, you know, the African Presence in
Early Anerica, where he tal ks about how there
were African explorers on the North Anerica
continent as early as 1550 who actually created
settlements in the New Worl d.

And so this history is rich, and
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it's deep. And we al so have to renenber the
great Maafa, or what's often called the African
Hol ocaust. Right? | know oftentimes -- | don't
want people to be offended by this -- when we
tal k about hol ocaust, people think that hol ocaust
is an event. And it's not an event. And yes,
there was a Jew sh Hol ocaust. But there was al so
an African Hol ocaust. The notion is not a
particular event, it's a noral category. It
tal ks about what was done to a peopl e.

The estimates of African peopl e that

were lost in the trans-Atlantic slave trade is

upwards of 100 million people. A hundred
mllion. For a long tinme, people couldn't figure
out -- you know, | had sone people | was talking

to recently, and they were having a problem
Senat or Montgonery. They were saying that they
were on ancestry.comand they hit a brick wall,
they couldn't figure it out.

And | said, "You' re |ooking at the

wrong place.” They're like, "Yeah, but | went
t hrough and | | ooked at all the census |ogs and
others." | said, "You' ve got to renmenber, when

African peopl e were brought here, they weren't

brought here as people, they were brought here as
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cargo." | said, "look at the ship manifests that
came in during those tines. That's where you're
going to find your people at." They have to
change the whole way that they're |ooking at it.

And that's part of the history.
You' ve got to understand that for a long tine,
some of what we went through -- you know, you
tal k about, you know, people frightened about
what' s happening now with the new president. And
I"'mlike, What? W done lived through the
trans-Atlantic slave trade. Slavery, right?
Chattel slavery. JimCrow. Reconstruction.
We're not going to go the way of the dodo over
this guy. I'mlike, for real?

| f you know your history, you know
that, you know, we've been through this before.
In fact, worse. Because you didn't have an
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, you know, during those
times. Right? You didn't have a Vel manette
Mont gonery, you didn't have a James Sanders to
stand up for you. You didn't have a Leroy Conrie
or a Janmmal Bailey to stand up for you, or a
Roxanne Persaud to stand up for your rights. You
have t hose peopl e here now.

And so | want to thank Senator
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Stewart-Cousins for bringing this -- again, this
i mportant resolution to the floor. | want to
thank all of you who have spoken on the
resolution for us to remenber this tine, renmenber
this nonth, and al so understand that this is not
about a nonth of study. This is sinply a
j unpi ng-of f point for the study that we nust do
every single day. Because black history is truly
Ameri can history.

Peopl e of African descent, renenber
that you are the people who were here the day
bef ore yesterday, and you're going to be the
peopl e who are going to be here the day after
t onor r ow,

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Andrea
Stewart - Cousi ns and t he ot her people who have put
forth this resol ution.

And one question that cones up is
wi th such fine speakers before me, you nay say,

What's left to say? Well, I'mglad that you
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didn't say that, because I'mgoing to tell you
what's left to say.

| want to say that every step that
the African popul ati on nakes, that black folk
make in this country, is a step forward for
America, that Anerica steps forward. And | want
to bring you way back to the first step, where
Crispus Attucks, of course, was the first person
to die in the Arerican Revolution. He was a
bl ack man, and he died for the cause of freedom
a freedomthat we are enjoying, that we have
fought for and that this body here is determ ned
t o uphol d.

Aneri can history, black history,
there's really -- the only real purpose, | would
argue, of black history is to rem nd Anerica of
its wider history, of its unfulfilled history, a
search for the greater beloved community that we
know as Aneri ca.

| would only point to you in terns
of progress that the public school system was
created as a result of the end of the Cvil War,
where there were freednen, fornerly enslaved, and
t he public school system was created, and they

said, well, you know what, we're going to |et
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white folk learn in it too. And the public

school systemthat we all cherish -- which has
beconme t he bedrock of denmpbcracy -- was created at
that tine.

The struggles of the Cvil R ghts
Era, of course, allowed other people to gain.

The imm grant community, the Jewi sh comunity,
the Latino community, wonmen's rights, gay rights,
all of these rights can trace their origin back
to this struggle. The struggle of the black
comunity results in the novenent forward of
Anerica as a whol e.

W have yet to see what will becone,
what will the Black Lives Matter novement add to
Anerica. W have yet to see what addition to
Anerican freedons that that noverment will have.
But | urge this body to be part of those
novenments as we nove Anerica to a greater place

Thank you very mnuch

Was that too short, sir?

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Per f ect,
Senat or Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Ckay. Thank you,
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Al cant ar a.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Yes, | stand
today as a black Latina. Wen ny coll eagues
mention the contributions of African-Anericans,
let's al so renmenber that the biggest entry point
for African slaves was the Cty of Santo Doni ngo.
That my col | eagues Ruben Di az, Senator Peralta,
and nyself are al so descendants of African
slaves. And to |et everyone know that the
majority of African slaves were not brought to
the United States but to Latin America -- Brazil,
Col onmbi a, Panama, the Dom ni can Republic, and
Venezuel a have sone of the largest African
comuni ti es today.

And in solidarity with my brothers
and sisters that were brought to the Anmericas, |
am here to celebrate the contributions of ny
brothers and sisters that are African-Arericans.
And we were the only people that were brought
here, not as immgrants, but forced to do | abor.

And the African-Anerican community
has been a | eader for other communities to fight
for their rights. The African-Anerican comunity

has been a pioneer in fighting for bilingual
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education, the rights of Latino immgrants to
become citizens and to vote.

| stand here as a sister that was
born on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, to
gi ve thanks to the contributions and to the work
that the African-American conmmunity has done to
better the lives not only of us, but of all
Americans. And this is a great day to cel ebrate.

It al so happens that it's the day --
February is the day of the Dom ni can | ndependence
Day, February 27th. So as you can see, we have a
| ong connection. And |I |ook forward to
celebrating with nmy coll eagues in the Senate.

And pl ease, don't forget the rest of
us on the continents of the Americas. Like |
said, Senators Peralta, Ruben Diaz, and nyself
are proud nenbers of that larger African diaspora
that their ancestors were not brought to the
United States, but ended up here.

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed,
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nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, Senat or
Stewart-Cousins has offered to allow all of us to
cosponsor this, and | request that you ask.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do
not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Can you take
up previously adopted Resol ution 469, by Senator
Akshar, read the title only, and recogni ze
Senat or Akshar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 469, by Senat or Akshar, paying
tribute to the Iife and valiant service of
firefighter John V. Scott, who died on July 20,
2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
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Akshar .

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,
thank you. | rise to honor a constituent of mne
from Tioga County. | appreciate your indul gence.

John Scott was a firefighter in
Ti oga County. He was a respected nenber of that
fire departnment. He was a |oving husband to his
wi fe Karen, a loving father to his daughter
Deni se and his son John, Jr.

Throughout his life, he and his wife
Karen vol unt eered many hours, days, weeks, nonths
and years to the Omego Kiwanis Club. They were
faithful congregants of Qur Lady of Good Counsel
Church in Endicott. And he was just steeped in
vol unteer service in the energency services
field.

John was a nmenber of the Canpville
Fire Departnent for 46 years. He obtained the
rank of chief. He was the fire coordinator in
Tioga County. He was a fire comm ssioner for the
Town of Omego. As you can see, he spent nany
days and nights volunteering his time in public
servi ce.

John | oved being a firefighter,

| oved being a fireman. He was called the father
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figure of all fireman in Tioga County. Those

t hat knew John sinply loved him John was a role
nodel, he was a nentor to his fellow
firefighters, also a very strong advocate for our
community heroes. \Wether you were in the paid
fire service, the volunteer fire service, |aw
enforcenent, corrections, so on, he was a fierce
advocat e.

Many of you probably met John Scott.
He spent a lot of tine in Al bany advocating for
the volunteer fire service over the past couple
of decades.

On July 20, 2016, John was
prematurely killed in an accident, volunteering
his tine. He traveled to a radio tower that was
not functioning properly, went with his wife. He
was working on that tower, and a service truck
struck and killed himwhile his wife was there.

So ny heart goes out to his wife
Karen, his daughter Denise, and his entire
famly. | thank himfor his service, thank his
famly on behalf of the great people of the State
of New York.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
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resol uti on has been previously adopt ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, Senat or
Akshar woul d al so offer this up for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do
not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Now can we
take up a previously adopted resol ution by
Senator Rivera, read the title only, and call on
t he Senator to speak, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 193, by Senator Rivera, paying
tribute to the Iife and valiant service of
Battalion Chief Mchael J. Fahy, who died in the
line of duty on Septenber 27, 2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.
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It is apt that we are doing this
i medi ately after Senator Akshar paid tribute to
Fireman John Scott. Today we're payi ng our
respects, as a body -- certainly I"'mdoing it as
an individual, and I'm asking our Senate to do it
as a body to Battalion Chief Mchael Fahy.

It is possible that you m ght have
heard about this gentleman. Back in Septenber of
| ast year, tragically, he lost his life while
serving in a job that he, as well, |oved.

| wanted to take a second to point
to a couple of folks that are here on his
famly's behalf. Hs wife, Fiona, and his three
| ovely children were not able to be here with us
t oday, but these four gentlenen -- |'d ask you to
pl ease stand up -- Battalion Chief James Lenonda,
Deputy Chi ef Paul Ferro, Lieutenant Janes
McCart hy, and Lieutenant Patrick Dunn.

These four individuals are here from
the Fire Oficers Association of the State of
New York. And they are with us today rem ndi ng
us, as we talk about the life of Fireman John
Scott or Battalion Chief Fahy that these are the
men and wormren who, when we are running that way,

they're running that way (gesturing). They're
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the fol ks who put their lives on the line
regardl ess of who's on the other side of that
door. If there is a fire, they're going to go
in.

In the case of Battalion Chief Fahy,
he was investigating an odor of gas that
potentially could cause an expl osion. |ndeed,
there was one, and fromthe debris of that
expl osi on he unfortunately passed away.

These four gentl enen here who have
been serving, between all of them for a few
decades, are the rem nders of those individuals
that are in every one of our districts, in every
part of the state, that again, w thout caring
who's on the other side of that door, who is
i nside that burning building, are going to run
in.

| want to take a second for us to
pay respects to these four gentlenen that are
here with us before |I continue tal king about
Battal i on Chief Fahy.

(St andi ng ovation.)

SENATCR RI VERA: The battalion
chief served for 17 years in the fire departnent,

starting his career in 1999 down in Harlem then
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in 2004 being transferred over to Battalion 3 in
the Bronx, transferred again to Engine 83 in the
South Bronx, later on transferred to Division 1
in Lower Manhattan. After being pronoted to
battalion chief, he first worked in Battalion 20
in the Bronx before finally being transferred to
Battalion 19.

Now, this is a gentleman who al so
received a master's fromthe Naval Postgraduate
School in security studies. And he served only
17 years before becom ng a battalion chief,
showi ng you the type of person that he was. He
| eaves behind three children and a loving wfe.

And as | told the gentlenen earlier,
to take a second to think about their sacrifices
and the sacrifices of Battalion Chief Fahy is
literally the | east that we can do. Saying thank
you for your service, thank you for the service
of Battalion Chief Fahy. And make sure -- |
don't know if you' ve had the opportunity. | know
that | had not taken the opportunity to visit a
firehouse. Sadly, the first time that | did was
to visit this firehouse down on Walton Avenue in
my district to meet the nmen who lived there.

Because it is their hone; sonetinmes we forget
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that. They stay there, they -- you know, so we
had some -- | was expecting better coffee, | wll
say that.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR RI VERA: But what | saw
there was a camaraderie, a friendship, and people
that have certainly a |l ove of conmmunity which is
real. And these are individuals that put their
lives on the line every single day. So | was
very happy to go and visit, sad that it was under
t hese circunstances.

| would ask all of you, if you have
not had the opportunity to visit the firehouse in
your district, to do so. Not only because, you
know, if you're a nerd like nyself, kind of
figuring out how they get nessages fromhere to
there, how they figure out who's going to drive
and all these sorts of things, that's
interesting. But nore inmportantly, go and thank
them Go and say to them Thank you for being
there. Hopefully we never need you.

As | told them-- it's sonething
very simlar that | tell to police officers --
what | want you to do is | want you to have a

boring day, a boring week, a boring nonth.
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want you to have nothing to do. But the reality
is that that's not the case. There's nmany things
that they have to do.

So again, | thank Battalion Chief
Fahy for his sacrifice, and I would ask that all
of us take a second to thank every firefighter
that is in our neck of the woods, that put their
lives on the Iine to make sure that we are safe.

So thank you, gentlenen, for being
here. And for his wife and three adoring
children, we nmourn with you and we pay our
respects today.

Thank you so much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Gent | enen,
we honor your service today. And to Chief Fahy's
famly, we extended all of the privileges and
courtesies of the house. And to the nen and
wormen of New York's bravest, we extend our
heartfelt appreciation and gratitude.

The resolution is open for
cosponsorship. |If you do not wish to be a
cosponsor, please notify the desk, the resol ution
havi ng been previously adopt ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, can we
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now nmove to Resol ution 463, by Senator Ritchie,
read it inits entirety, and call on Senator
Ritchie, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : That's
Resol ution 343. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 343, by Senator Ritchie,
menori al i zi ng Governor Cuonp to proclaim
February 18-25, 2017, as FFA Wek in the State of
New Yor k.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to support and pronote the
hi storic and significant observance of Future
Farmers of America (FFA) Wek in the State of
New Yor k; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud
to nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuono to
procl ai m February 18-25, 2017, as FFA Wek in the
State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National FFA Wek; and

"WHEREAS, This year's FFA thene is
"Transform-- Purpose to Action,' indicating that

the future of agriculture is strong, as is the
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need for a healthy and abundant food supply; and
"WHEREAS, By acting together, FFA
students believe they can transformthe nessage
of agriculture and can continue to educate others
on the inportance of agriculture, giving back to
ot hers, and serving their comunities; and
"WHEREAS, The FFA organi zation is
dedi cated to making a positive difference in the
lives of students by devel oping their potenti al
for prem er |eadership, personal growh and
career success through agricultural education;
and
"WHEREAS, The FFA notto, 'Learning
to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to
Serve,' gives its nenbers words to live by; and
"WHEREAS, 2017 marks the Centenni al
Anni versary of the Smth-Hughes Vocati ona
Educati on Act of 1917, which provided for the
exi stence of FFA organi zati ons and agri cul tural
education in our nation's high schools; and
"WHEREAS, Growi ng froma handful of
students fromagricultural classes who cane
together to form Future Farmers cl ubs throughout
the country in the 1920s, to an FFA nenbership of
100, 000 by 1935; today, the national FFA
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organi zati on has nore than 610, 000 nmenbers in
nore than 7,600 chapters and enconpasses al
50 states as well as Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands; and
"WHEREAS, The U.S. Departnent of
Educati on provi des | eadershi p and hel ps set
direction for the FFA as a service to state and
| ocal agricultural education prograns; and
"WHEREAS, In acconplishing its
m ssi on, FFA has nmade a positive difference in
the lives of students by devel oping their
potential for prem er |eadership, personal growth
and career success through agricul tural
education; and
"WHEREAS, Agricultural education in
New York affects and instructs students in al
parts of the state, and through their efforts,
the officers and nenbers of New York FFA are
achieving increased | evels of national
recognition for thenselves, and their schools and
comunities, as well as New York agriculture; and
"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and appl aud t he
| eaders of commerce and i ndustry whose

acconpl i shnments contribute to the econom c health
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and prosperity of the comunities of the State of
New York and to the quality of life of its
peopl e; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mFebruary

18- 25, 2017, as FFA Week in the State of

New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E:  Thank you,
M. President.

| want to wel come all the FFA
students from across the state here today,
i ncluding those fromny district who are here
from Cart hage, Gouverneur, Belleville, Henderson
and South Jeff.

| have to say every year | really
| ook forward to FFA Day, because |'m so inpressed
with all of you when you conme in. You are really

the future of our nunber-one industry in New York
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State. And | know |I'm al ways surprised when you
come in and | see how many of you are not from
normal farmfamlies and are exposed to our
nunber - one i ndustry just through FFA

But it isn't just that, it's the
fact that you' re also our future |eaders. Wen
you cone in, you inpress me with your ability to
public speak, with your community service. And

that's what really nakes good | eaders for our

future.

So to all of you, thank you for your
hard work. | heard that the FFA chapters are
continuing to grow. | |look forward next year to

seei ng nore blue coats wal king up and down the
halls. And for all of us here, we're proud of
what you do, proud of the | eaders that you're
becom ng. And once again, this is really one of
t he special days that | |ook forward to because
of the type of individuals you are.

So wel conme to the Capitol, | hope
you enjoy your day today, and keep up the good
wor K.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Little.
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SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

And thank you, Senator Ritchie, for
this resol ution.

| too wel cone our Future Farners of
Anmerica here today. | knowthis is an
organi zation that's been around for nany, many
years and has done great work pronoting
agriculture, pronoting farnms.

But | see it doing a |lot nore than
that. Not only are you teachi ng peopl e about the
growi ng use of l|ocal products and know ng where
your food is conmng fromand all of those things;
you have excel l ent | eadership progranms. And
every FFA nenber that | have net has | eadership
skills that have been devel oped through this
or gani zati on.

And | just want to thank you for
bei ng here, wi sh you well, and continue your good
wor k.  Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ranzenhof er.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,
M. President.

|'d also |li ke to commend Senat or
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Ritchie for this resolution and wel cone you al
to the State Capitol.

| had an opportunity to neet many of
you this nmorning at our conmittee neeting,
chaired by Senator Ritchie, and it was really
eye-opening to hear sonme of what you had to say.
| was very, very inpressed. And we tal ked about
per sonal devel opnent, we tal ked about | eadershi p;
many nentioned public speaking. And you are
really becom ng | eaders in your comrunity.

And Senator Rivera tal ked about the
grow h of the Future Farmers of America, and one
of the things that I'mjust very proud of and
very happy to see that -- in ny honme county of
CGenesee County, there is no Future Farners of
Anerica chapter, and one is in the process of
being forned right now So | hope that when you
join us again next year, the folks fromny
comunity will join us as part of this wonderful
group.

Because in New York State, and in
particular in ny district, not only do we have
the traditional farm ng of dairy farm ng, crop
farms and things |like that, but we al so have

agri busi ness, which many of you are interested
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in, which is the production and manufacturing of
farmand mlk and dairy products.

So again, welconme to the Capitol
I"'mglad that | was able to neet many of you this
norning at our comittee neeting. And the world
is yours, you have a great future, and keep up
the great work.

Thank you. And thank you agai n,
Senator Ritchie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

Now, to the Future Farners of
America, you m ght be thinking who's this bald
dude that's just standing up now. And |['ma
State Senator fromthe Bronx, which is probably
as far fromnmany of the farns and the parts of
the state that you cone from

But | wanted to say hello and thank
you for com ng, and actually put you onto a
gentleman in the Bronx, his name is Steve Ritz.
And Steve was the guy who taught ne, he has this
thing called the Bronx G een Machine. And he has

used -- in the last six, seven years, he has used
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farm ng, he has used actually grow ng vegetabl es
as a way to educate young people in the Bronx.
And he has taught nme as well the value of not
only, first of all, where food conmes from-- and
many -- nost of you fol ks know this, because it
is what you do on a daily basis. But nmany of the
folks in nmy district, certainly sone of the young
people in nmy district, mght not even know where
food comes from It certainly doesn't cone from
a bodega. It conmes froma farm

And so the effort of many people in
the Bronx certainly -- whether it's a lady by the
name of Karen Washi ngton, who has an urban garden
inny district, or Steve Ritz, who uses the Bronx
Green Machine as a way to educate young people in
t he Bronx about where food actually comes from
it's not only incredibly valuable for their
education, since they' ve proven to be nore
successful by taking that and applying it in the
sci ences and what have you, but also it is for
folks |ike nysel f.

We recogni ze that a state as big as
New York that has such an inportant part of its
econony and such an inportant part of its, in al

honesty, land mass, is used for farmng. So it
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is not only sonething that is inportant for
knowi ng what we eat, but naking sure that we have
a marketplace for those products. The Gty of
New York is fed by what happens upstate, and even
a bald guy fromthe Bronx recogni zes that.

So | wanted to make sure to thank
you for com ng, thank you for being here, thank
you, Senator Ritchie, for bringing this
resolution to the floor. And hopefully you wll
be com ng back many nore tines. Maybe | can
i ntroduce you to sonme of those folks fromthe
Bronx who m ght be -- who you will have sonet hing
to teach to. Maybe they can teach you sonet hing
as wel | .

So thank you so nuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATCOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, | rise --
M. President, thank you -- to thank Senat or
Ritchie for bringing this resolution.

And | just wanted to make sure that
| am able to thank this wonderful group of young
people in our state. They, to ne, are the bridge
to all of the communities in our state, north,

sout h, east and west.
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And | thank themin particular for
the fact that they have been to ny district a
nunber of times and net with other young peopl e
who, if it were not for themcom ng to Brooklyn,

t hose young people in ny district never would
have under st ood what happens in upstate New York
and woul d not understand how nmuch alike they are
with their fellow students from other parts of

t he state.

And so | thank them They bring a
t eachi ng Museum on \Weel s, where they teach ot her
young peopl e how naple syrup is made. So | thank
themfor that. | was just at a mddle school in
my district on Saturday where there is a
hydr oponi ¢ garden -- wonderful experience.

So these are not just young people
for now, this is our future. This is who we hope
we're going to be 20, 30, 40, 50, 100 years from
now.

So thank you, Future Farmers of
America, for what you do, what you represent, and
for really being a cultural and econom c and
every other bridge, especially politically, in
our state. So that we are no | onger view ng you

as upstaters, you're just New Yorkers. And we
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t hank you for that.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, |
represent Onondaga and Cayuga Counties, parts of
them And we have farms there, as you well know.

And it's really wonderful to see you
come each year. And |'ve been here nany years,
and I've nmet a lot of you, many of whom are
probably very old right now and they are farners
rather than future farners of Anerica.

| just wanted to congratul ate you
for sone of the progranms that were nmentioned by
our New York City coll eagues, because it's so
inmportant that this is one state and that you're
creating a bridge that that's so inportant for
all of us here, bridges that we shoul d be
creating as well.

Lastly -- and | think it's inportant
to note again; it's been noted a couple of tines.
It's so frustrating seeing young people in the
news doing things that aren't quite the right
things. And it gets to the point where you

wonder what the future is for the rest of the
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people that are a | ot younger than we are.

Well, it's so refreshing to have you
come here. You're articulate, you' re pleasant,
you're bright, you' re |leaders. And it shows us,
and it's inportant to show us periodically, that
the future is in great hands.

So thank you for your invol venent
with the Future Farners of Anerica and what you
do for this state.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The Senate
is very proud to wel cone you here today. W
extend all the privileges and courtesies of the
house. And we'd like you to stand and be
recogni zed by our body.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Thi s
resol ution, having been previously adopted, is
avai |l abl e for cosponsorship. |If you do not w sh
to be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up Resolution 569, by Senator Boyle, read
the title only, and call on Senator Boyle to

speak.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 569, by Senator Boyle, honoring
Sergeant Tim Morri s upon the occasion of his
retirement after 42 years of distinguished
service to Suffol k County.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Boyl e.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mhere to pronote the resol ution
about soneone that you are very famliar with and
many of my coll eagues in the State Senate have
probably seen around the hallways: Superior
O ficer President Sergeant Tim Morri s.

Timis joining us in the chanber
today so we can thank himfor 42 years of a
career in |law enforcenent, a true |eader in
keepi ng the nmen and wonen of Suffolk County safe.

Timstarted his career in 1975 with
the Suffolk County Sheriff's Departnment. And
then we also want to thank the Murris famly, his
wi fe Anne and the kids and grandkids, for |ending

himto us as a protector of the people of Suffolk
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County.

Timthen went on to the Suffolk
County Police Departnent and then was ultinmately
made president of the Superior Oficers
Associ ation of Suffolk County in 2012. | cannot
speak nmore highly of this gentleman. And a
resolution of this body thanking himfor his
42 years of service -- you think about the anount
of nights and weekends and days and years that
Timprotected the people of Suffolk County.

And also with policy. It wasn't
just wearing the badge on the street starting
out, it was also com ng up here and giving us
best ideas for further protecting not only the
constituents in Suffolk County but al
New Yor kers.

So Tim thank you so rmuch for your
42-year career. Congratulations. Enjoy a |ong

and healthy retirenent.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Ser geant
we congratul ate you -- as a resident of Suffolk
County -- for your dedicated service to our

county and to our state. W extend to you al

the privileges and courtesies of this house.
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The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d you
pl ease open that up for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution will be open for cosponsorship. |If
you do not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Next, if
you' d take up Resol ution 490, by Senator Serrano,
read it inits entirety, and call on Senator
Serrano to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 490, by Senator Serrano,
celebrating the Iife and career of forner United

St at es Representative Robert Garcia, and
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expressi ng sincerest sorrow upon the occasi on of
hi s deat h.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and comend t hose
i ndi vi dual s of distinguished purpose whose |ives
have been comrmitted to public service and the
pursuit of excellence in the conduct of the
| egi slative process in this great Enpire State;
and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body wi shes to
express its sincerest sorrow upon the occasion of
the death of Robert 'Bob' Garcia, who died on
Wednesday, January 25, 2017, in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, at the age of 84; and

"WHEREAS, Robert Garcia was born on
January 9, 1933, in the Bronx to parents born in
the United States Territory of Puerto Rico; he
attended the New York City public schools and
graduat ed from Haaren H gh School in Manhattan in
1950; and

"WHEREAS, Robert Garcia served his
country as a nmenber of the United States Arny
from 1950 to 1953 during the Korean War as a
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radi o operator with the Third Infantry D vision;
upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, he
continued his education from 1953 to 1957 by
enrolling in the Gty College of New York
al t hough he al so attended the Community Coll ege
of New York as well as the RCA Institute; and

"WHEREAS, After graduation, Robert
Garcia accepted a position as a conputer engi neer
with I BM Control Data, where he worked from 1957
until 1965; and

"WHEREAS, Robert Garcia had a | ong
career in public service; and

"WHEREAS, Robert Garcia retained his
seat in the Assenbly until the end of the 1967
session; it was at the beginning of the 1968
sessi on when he took his seat in the State
Senate, where he remained until 1978, serving in
the 177th, 178th, 179th, 180th, 181st and 182nd
New York State Legislature; and

"WHEREAS, Wil e serving as a
Senat or, he was selected to the position of
Deputy Mnority Leader from 1975 until 1978; and

"WHEREAS, Particularly concerned
with the prison conditions throughout New York

State's correctional facilities, Robert Garcia
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served on the Mediation Committee, established as
aresult of the Attica Prison riot; and

"WHEREAS, Robert Garcia was el ected
to the 95th United States Congress representing
New York's 21st district on February 14, 1978,
and served until 1990; and

"WHEREAS, Wil e serving, Congressman
Robert Garcia was the official representative of
the U S. Congress to NATO, and was instrunental
i n devel oping better rel ati ons between Spain and
Latin Anerica; he also had a promnent role in
t he designation of the Martin Luther King
Nat i onal Hol i day; and

"WHEREAS, Congressnman Robert Garcia
joined with Congressnman Jack Kenp to draft and
pass the Kenp-Garcia Enterprise Zone |aw,
designed to create jobs in inner-city
nei ghbor hoods; and

"WHEREAS, This renowned public
servant was a foundi ng nenber and two-term
chai rman of the Congressional Hi spanic Caucus,
whi ch, together with its Institute, has grown
into a major point of entry for young Hi spanics
interested in public service; and

"WHEREAS, Robert Garci a devoted nuch
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of his time and energy to inportant
comunity-rel ated concerns, serving on the
boards and comm ttees of nunerous non-profit
organi zations; at the time of his death, he was
an eneritus nenber of the Salvation Arny Board of
Directors and was in the process of witing an
aut obi ography; and

"WHEREAS, Robert Garcia brought a
deep dedication, intelligence and passion to his
wor k; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to celebrate the
life and contributions of the |ate Robert 'Bob'
Garcia, and to offer its sincere condol ences to
his famly; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the fam |y of Robert 'Bob' Garcia.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise to pay tribute to the life
and | egacy of Congressman Robert "Bobby" Garci a,

as we knew him a trenendous figure in the world
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of politics and who, as was nmentioned in the
resolution, served in this body as a nmenber of
the New York State Senate, representing the seat
that | currently hold right now

Bob Garcia was a trail blazer at a
time when we did not have the level of Latino
representation that we do now in governnment. W
take for granted so nmuch now of representation in
communities |ike East Harlem and the South Bronx,
but Bobby Garcia was comng up at a tine when we
didn't have that |evel of enpowernent. And we
stand on his shoul ders and nany of the other
pi oneers who worked so hard to ensure that the
representation in government was reflective of
the communities that they were serving.

So it was mentioned in the
resolution the Iong and prestigi ous career of
Bobby Garcia, both in the State Assenbly and
right here in this chanber, in the New York State
Senate. But his years in Congress were
exceptional, especially in 1979, when he nade
hi story by introducing a bill to establish the
nati onal holiday for Anmerican hero and civil
rights | eader the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. And it was through that |evel of
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per severance and the groundswell of so many
others that we have that inportant holiday on our
cal endar today.

It's inportant to note that Bobby
Garcia was ahead of his time in understanding the
need for coalitions in order to create governnment
in a way that was so inportant. 1In neighborhoods
i ke East Harlem and the South Bronx, which are
so incredibly diverse, being able to have ethnic
coalitions and racial coalitions around issues
that were progressive and of critical inportance
was so inportant to him

| as a youngster had the good
fortune of know ng Bobby Garcia, a trenmendous
friend to ny father, Congressman Serrano, to ny
famly. And | always knew himto be one of the
nost kind and intellectual people | had ever net.
A gentle giant, someone who | | ooked up to,
sormeone who | understood that even though at that
time politics was far nore bare-knuckled than it
is today, he never lost his gentle touch and his
ability to win over constituents through his
intellect, through his sincerity, and through his
passi on.

So it really is a sonber occasion,
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but al so an opportunity to celebrate his
tremendous life. And with us today we have his
son -- in the gallery, we have his son Kenneth
Garcia, Kenneth's wife Darlene, his children
Christian, Matthew and |sabel, along with other
relatives and famly friends.

| would also like to pay tribute and
recogni ze all of the friends and famly -- his
wi fe, Jane, in Puerto Rco -- and all of those
who knew and cared and understood the inportance
of Bobbie Garcia. He was a trailblazer in the
Latino community, one who |'ve al ways been very
admring of, and | thank all of ny coll eagues
here in the State Senate for recognizing his life
and | egacy.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATCR BAI LEY: On the resol ution,
M. President.

| rise to echo the same sentinents
as ny good col | eague Senator Serrano. But | rise
to recogni ze that the apple does not fall far
fromthe tree. Congressman Garcia's grandson

Matthew is an intern in the Assenbly internship
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program and | met hima couple of weeks ago when
| was trying to find out where the bat hroom was,
ironically enough, on the seventh floor. Very
kind, gentle, gentlemanly: Hi, sir, how are you,
how was your day? |'mjust Jamaal, sir, don't
worry about that. No, you're a nmenber of the
Senate, | should treat you with deference and
respect.

And | had never nmet this gentleman
from anywhere, but he explained to nme that he was
an intern with Assenbl ynenber Cahill. And | told
himto stop by at any tinme that he wanted to.
told himthat I was an intern nyself 13 years
ago. So if he had any questions or concerns, to
stop on by.

| ran into Matthew a coupl e of
times, and then yesterday | get a letter from
Mat t hew asking ne to cosponsor this resol ution.
And | was going to do it anyway, because Bobby
Garcia is a giant fromthe Bronx. He's a |egend.
My wife is of Puerto Rican heritage, so his
passi ng sent shock waves through her famly. So
| was going to do that anyway.

But Matthew, | want you to know that

your letter is the reason why | rise today. And
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the apple does not fall far fromthe tree,
Matthew. And | want you to recognize that
greatness that was in your grandfather lies
wi thin you.

Thank you to the Garcia famly for
com ng today. God bless the nmenory of Bobby
Garci a.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.

| will be brief, because of a |ot of
the history of who this man was and what he did
has al ready been covered.

But | want to do two things. First,
underline the fact that for many of our
col | eagues here, we know how hard we had to fight
to get our particular seats. Right? W've had
our political battles. | want you to imagi ne
what it was like to be a nmenber of this body or a
menber of Congress all the way back in 1978. The
idea -- | can't even inagine what that nust have
been like. And still those fol ks rose through
t he ranks, fought their way there and, in al

honesty, opened the door for nany of us.
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So | stand here today to recognize
that, and | ooking at his famly, to thank all of
you for lending himto us. Particularly because
some of us recognize that w thout fol ks |ike
Bobby Garcia opening the door, we would not be
standing on this floor right now.

So | thank you for being here today.
But | thank himfor all that he did to open the
door for all of us.

And | thank you for your tine,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The Senate
would like to extend a wel cone to the nenbers of
the Garcia famly. W thank you for sharing
Congressman Garcia with this country. W extend
to you all the privileges and courtesies of this
house, and our deepest condol ences.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It's al so
open for cosponsorshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Serrano has opened the resolution for
cosponsorship. |If you do not wish to be a
cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Now can we
take up Resolution 481 and read just the title.
And first call on Senator Conrie, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 481, by Senators Fl anagan,

Kl ein and Stewart- Cousins, condeming vi ol ence,
bi gotry and hateful rhetoric towards people of
faith and cel ebrating our nation's history of
tol erance and freedom of religion and religious
expression in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to speak to this
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resol ution regarding the hateful rhetoric that
has becone, al nbst on a regular basis, directed
at people of faith, to people that are trying to
come to this country to express the origina

hi story of this country, which was to enbrace
all, to have a history of tolerance, to have a
hi story of freedomof religion, to allow
religious expression to happen in this state and
in this country.

The victinms of hate crimes and hate
speech have faced too nmuch physical, verbal and
enot i onal abuse because of their religion or
perceived religion or faith. The constitutional
right to freedomof religious practice is a
cherished Anerican value, and violence and hate
speech towards any community based on their faith
is in contravention of our founding principles.

New York State is a conmunity made
up of many diverse religions and faiths, and both
i mm grants and native-born Americans have worked
totry to continue to make that happen. But
unfortunately, the rhetoric that has been going
on around this country today, the coded words,
the synbolism the disrespect for other people,

the belittling of people because they have an
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affliction or because they cone froma different
background t hat people are not used to -- the
rise of hate speech and di srespect for people
have consistently gotten worse, especially within
the | ast year and the last two years

especi al ly.

We need to nmeke sure that we are --
especially during this nonth of Black History
Mont h, we renenber that we need to enbrace al
people. W need to ensure that we understand
each other's cultures, that we understand each
ot her's backgrounds, and that we stop religious
extrem sm that we stop prejudice on the basis of
no know edge, but to make sure that we work to
enbrace and try to find out about all people and
all cultures.

W have a lot to learn in Amrerica
still, as we are still a new country. But |I'm
concerned about the fact that we have seened to
| oner our |evel of discourse and respect towards
each other, that the code words and the codi ng of
different words that are going on in this country
now have seened to create a |l evel of disrespect
all over this country. And hopefully we can

rise, as legislative bodies all over this
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country, to push back on that.

Now, | have an intern that's with ne
now, Sahab, whose famly fled religious
prosection fromtheir country. Their freedom
their properties and busi nesses were taken away.
Sahab, could you please stand? Hi s father was
beaten, his life was threatened. They canme to
America with al nost nothing in their pockets but
only with the hope to rebuild their lives. H's
father worked night shifts at an MIA store; his
not her wor ked two jobs, at Dunkin Donuts and
Wendy's. Then his father went on to becone the
general manager of that store, and his nother
recently conpleted her course as a pharnacy
t echni ci an.

Sahab graduated hi gh school as a
val edi ctorian, and now he's going to graduate as
an engi neer fromthe Nano Col |l ege at SUNY Poly
with a full fellowship. Please give hima round

of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR COWVRI E:

So | asked Sahab,

"Why do you want to intern here?
be an engi neer, you're going to

you're going to have a great |if

You're going to
make noney,

e. Wiy would you
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want to cone here to be an intern at our

wonder ful |evel of government in an institution
that clearly sets the pace for people around the
country?"

And he said, "I want to be nore than
just an inmmigrant in nmy new honme. | want to do
nmore in ny life for the welfare of nmy new state
and country."

And soneday, he would like to run
for office. He lives in nmy district, so | have
to make sure that that takes at |east ten years
from now.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COMRI E: But he would like
to run for office and help his fellow citizens
who have accepted his famly and himas a
generous part of their society.

This is a story that |'"mproud to
say happens in ny district alot. | have a very
di verse district. |'mhonored to have a district
that has a | arge popul ati on of South Asians, a
| ar ge popul ation of Muslins, a |arge popul ation
of al nost every culture. And Queens is one of
t he nost diverse boroughs in this country, where

we have over 100 | anguages spoken.
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W need to nake sure that we do our
best as legislators to stop hate speech, to stop
coded speech, to stop people from di srespecting
each other, to stop |l eaders frombelittling
people as well. W need to nmake sure that all of
our institutions that are in this country
recogni ze the original tenets of our country,
which is one country for all. A country that was
founded on the basis of religious freedomand the
desire of people to want to make sure that they
came to a country where they could be respected,
where their ideals and visions would be enbraced,
where their abilities would be thought of first,
and not anythi ng el se.

Thank you, M. President, for
allowing this resolution to be heard today. And
| again would ask all of my colleagues to work
together to ensure that hate speech is no |onger
speech that is tolerated.

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Phillips.

SENATOR PHI LLI PS: Thank you,

M. President. And thank you, Senator.

|"mproud to stand with ny | eader
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and the nenbers of this body to denounce bigotry,
i ntol erance and hatred. There is not a conmunity
in this state that has not w tnessed acts and
words of hatred -- acts that are designed to
divide us, to frighten us and nake us | ess safe.

But right here, right now, right in
this Senate chanber, we are show ng people from
different places or fromdifferent backgrounds,
di fferent experiences, that we can achieve so
much nore when we stand together, building a
better state and building a future.

Thank you, Leader Fl anagan, and al
nmy col |l eagues for giving us this opportunity to
stand together to send a crystal -cl ear nmessage to
stand agai nst hatred and bigotry, fear and
di vi si on.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
resol ution, having been previously adopted, is
open for cosponsorshi p.

|"msorry, was there another nenber
wi shing to speak?

Senat or Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.
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| rise to thank ny coll eagues for
the introduction of this resolution.

| wanted ny col | eagues to know t hat
a week ago, | held a forumon hate speech in ny
district where we invited experts fromthe
Sout hern Poverty Law Center and the
Anti - Def amati on League as well as a docunentary
filmproducer who has devel oped a program on the
Di scovery Channel called "Hate in Anerica," which
| ooks at, on a weekly basis, hate incidents from
coast to coast.

And it's a disturbing trend that
we' ve seen, particularly for religious
mnorities, people of color, and LGBT
i ndividuals. W have a lot nore work to do.

And what concerns me, and what the
Sout hern Poverty Law Center has indicated, is
that since the recent federal elections, hate
crinmes have nore than tripled in sonme parts of
the country.

So | share the concern with ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle. W need
to redouble our efforts to address the pernicious
causes of hate speech for every group in our

society that may be harned by the darkest
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el enents of our society.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, thank
you. | want to join in this resolution

And | think it's inportant to point
out that what's been said here is correct, it
seens |ike hatred and hate speech is on the
increase. And | think that's inportant to
recogni ze and inportant to deal with

And it seens to ne that if nore
people were willing to accept what happens rat her
than to rail against it with hate speech, hate
actions, violence and the like, this society
woul d be rmuch better off.

And as far as hatred, unfortunately
it'"s not imted against one religion or another
religion. It seens to be on the rise. And when
you see internationally, it's not only just hate
speech, it's hate actions, where people are
beheaded because of their faith and people are
killed en masse because of their faith.

And you can't get any clearer

nessage than what we're trying to give today, |

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

691

believe. That this applies to everybody.

What ever the political persuasion, whatever the
religion, whatever the background of an

i ndividual, that this rhetoric has got to stop.
Peopl e have to tal k together, people have to
listen to each other, and people have to act in a
way that's going to pronote harnony, not

di srupti on.

So | also thank the sponsors for
doing this resolution. | think the timng is
perfect. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Thank you.

The resol ution, having been
previ ously adopted, is open for cosponsorship. If
you do not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, | think
there's one last resolution, and that's a
privileged resolution by ne. Just read the short
title, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

resol uti on by Senator DeFranci sco, honoring
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Syracuse University Men's Basketball Head Coach
Ji m Boehei m upon the occasion of his 1,000th
career W n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Today there's
been debate and di scussi on about very, very, very
serious issues. And sone issues deal with things
di vidi ng our country, things that have been bad
in the history of our country and how we're
trying to becone better each day.

Well, it's tinme for sonething
uplifting today. And the uplifting nmessage that
| " m bringing today deals with the 1,000th victory
of Coach Ji m Boeheimfor the bel oved Syracuse
Orangenen that are from Syracuse, New York, a
great Senate district in the center of this
st at e.

And to consider a thousand
victories, you have to be extrenely successful.
And Ji m Boeheim believe it or not, has coached
one basketball team the varsity team at Syracuse
University, for 41 years. That's older than a
ot of -- longer than a | ot of people have been

on this earth.
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And no matter what the circunstances
are, Syracuse seens to always be at the top of
their gane. And if there's a lull, that lull is
clearly corrected before the season ends.

| was at the gane at the Donme on
Sat urday against the University of Virginia,
where the Syracuse Orangenen cane back from a
12-point half-time deficit and beat the team
that's ninth in the country, the University of
Virginia, a great team And the irony of all of
this, or about this, is the fact that |ast year
Syracuse was not having a great season. And
sonmehow t hey got into the NCAA tournanent and
beat Virginia after being behind 16 points to go
to the Final Four. Which is the fifth Final Four
t hat Coach Boehei m has brought Syracuse
University to. And he's also won the Nationa
Chanpi onship in 2003. And it's just a great
tribute to him

Lastly, | just want to nmention he's
al so a nmenber of the Naismth Menorial Basket bal
Hal | of Fane, and he's been Coach of the Year in
many di fferent years over his |ong career.

That's not the extent of the work of

t he Boeheins. And | say Boehei ms because,
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together with his wife Julie, they have a
foundation. And that foundation rai ses noney,
the Jimand Julie Boehei m Foundation, it's raised
nmoney for incredible projects in Central
New York. He is one of the prem er coaches that
rai ses noney every year for Coaches Versus
Cancer. He's on every -- every organi zation you
can i magi ne has benefited fromthis, the
charitable work of Jimand Julie Boeheim

So a thousand victories -- | want to
make this clear -- for the NCAA A thousand
victories nmeans that you' ve won a thousand ganes.
I f you win a thousand ganes, you have a thousand
victories. And this is to make sure, this
resolution is to make sure not only to honor Jim
Boeheim but also to explain what it nmeans to win

a thousand ganmes and be a thousand-game w nner.

So with that said, | hope everyone
will join us on this resolution and that Syracuse
will continue their novenent towards the NCAA

Tour nanent and beyond.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,
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M. President.

| "' m happy to join Senator
DeFranci sco in sponsoring this resolution and
congratul ati ng Coach Boehei mon his thousandth
vi ctory and, as Senator DeFrancisco has
articul ated, many of the acconplishnments the
team under his | eadership, has had over
41 years.

One of the things that | wanted to
add to that that we see visual evidence of every
time we turn the television on and watch a gane
or are in the Carrier Dome in person, the fact
that a nunber of years ago the court itself at
the Carrier Dome was named t he Ji m Boehei m Court .
And that's about as high an honor as you can get,
| think, to really nenorialize the contributions
t hat he has made.

The other thing | think that it's
i mportant to share and to note, the Syracuse
Men's Basketball Team under Coach Boeheim s
| eadershi p over these past 41 seasons, has had
the effect of drawi ng people together, in Central
New York and beyond. You know, and we -- this
particular time of the year in Central New York

tends to be a pretty cloudy, sonetinmes gl oony
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pl ace. And when people conme together to watch a
Syracuse basketball game, either in person or on
TV or in various establishnments around
comunities in Central New York, it does bring us
all together and sort of enlightens the nood and
shines a little brighter on Syracuse and Central
New Yor k.

So congratul ations to Coach Boehei m
We know nmany nore victories for the team under
his | eadership are to cone.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
resolution is adopt ed.

And t he sponsor has agreed to open
the resolution for cosponsorship. |[|f you do not
wi sh to be a cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, can we
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now t ake up the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 20,
substituted earlier by Menber of the Assenbly
Cahill, Assenbly Print Nunber 376, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the

same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 79,
by Senator Klein, Senate Print 1785, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
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act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.
Senators Ham | ton and Montgomery recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 96,
by Senator Ortt, Senate Print 249, an act to
amend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.
Senat or Mont gonery recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 97,

by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 1635, an act to
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amend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ri vera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President. | will explain ny vote briefly.

As |'ve done in the past, this is a
bill that although well-intentioned -- and |
certainly agree with our efforts to nake sure
that we protect those folks that need to be
protected fromsex offenders, it does not nmake a
di stinction between | evels of sex offenders.

As |'ve said nmany times on this
fl oor, Level 3s are predators who are very
different fromLevel 1s. This nakes no such
distinction, and therefore | will have to vote in
t he negati ve.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
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Ri vera to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise on this bill because | think
there is legislation currently being bl ocked by
this body for consideration called the Child
Victimse Act. W can actually do sonething to
address the estimted 100,000 New York children
who have been abused by people they trust, by
lifting the statute of limtations and all ow ng
themto have a claimin either civil or crimna
court.

Currently, M. President, in
New Yor k, which has one of the npst onerous
statute of limtations in the country, if you
don't file a claimagai nst your abuser by the age
of 23, then you are frozen out of our | egal
system W need to do sonething to fix that.

"1l be supporting this bill, but
let's look at fixing the underlying problem
which is not allow ng our kids to have access to
the civil and crimnal justice system

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
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Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

Senat ors Montgonmery and Rivera recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
146, by Senator Ham lton, Senate Print 3550, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

SENATOR VALESKY: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
147, by Senator Amedore, Senate Print 4067, an
act to anend the G vil Service Law.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO:
M. President, do we have a nessage of
appropriation at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or ,
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believe we are just getting that now. But it is

del ayed.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It is
del ayed?

VWile we're waiting for it to be
brought up, | just wanted to nention that

i mredi ately foll owi ng session, there's a Health
Comm ttee nmeeting in Room 124, and thereafter a
Republ i can Budget Subcommittee on Water neeting
in Room 420 just after the Health Conmitt ee.

So Health Committee, 124, Republican
Budget Subcomittee on Water in 420 thereafter.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Very good.
There will be a Health Conmttee neeting directly
foll ow ng session in Room 124 and a Republican
Budget Subcommittee on Water neeting in Room 420.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And on behal f
of Senat or Fl anagan, the Senate Republican
Conf erence hands up the follow ng conmmittee
assi gnment s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
committee assignnents are received and will be
filed with the Journal clerk

Do we have a nessage of

appropriation?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : It has not
been received by the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Has it been
sent yet? Onh, all right.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
DeFranci sco, there is a nessage at the desk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ckay. | nove
to accept the message of appropriation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage of
appropriation signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
nmessage of appropriation is accepted.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Whul d you now
take up Cal endar 147.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Is there any
further business at the desk? One nonent.

| have the conmmittee assignnments
brought by Senat or Flanagan, in consultation with
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, and | now hand t hose up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
committee assignnents are received and will be
filed with the Journal Cerk

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO They' re bei ng
handed up at the nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : And
recei ved.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Now, is there
any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : There is
no further business before the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That bei ng
the case, | nove to adjourn until Monday,
February 13th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days

bei ng | egislative days.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 13th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:49 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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