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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 24, 2017
11: 23 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR FRED AKSHAR, Acting President
FRANCI S W PATI ENCE, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

359

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
in a nmoment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 23rd, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday,

January 22nd, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: On page 8, Senator
Klein noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Number 379 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 1067, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, | nove
to adopt the Resol ution Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The

Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.
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M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, |'d now
like to ask for the reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
21, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Crespo, Assenbly Print 379, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
27, by Senator Robach, Senate Print 309, an act

to anend the H ghway Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 28,
by Senator Ortt, Senate Print 373, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 32,
by Senator Funke, Senate Print 1346, an act to
anmend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 34,
by Senator Little, Senate Print 137, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President. And thank you all for supporting
this piece of |egislation.

Not hing i s sadder than seeing a
child die. But seeing a child die because of
negl ect or abuse by a parent or a guardian, the
person in charge of them is really distressful

This bill addresses a situation we
had where a 13-nonth-old child was bei ng given
heroin in her bottle and di ed of an overdose by
t he parent and her boyfriend. The parents have
been convicted and all, but the district attorney
i n Washi ngton County brought a point to us that a
child under the age of 3 can't answer, can't tell
you what's goi ng on, doesn't speak to you. And
so this would hel p social services.

It would actually give soci al
services a tool that they could use when the
person in control, supervision, parent, guardi an
of a child under the age of 3 is arrested,

charged with serious drug abuse -- heroin, all of
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t hose controll ed substances -- that this would
all ow social services to go in and do a hair
follicle test on that 3-year-old child to see if
that child has any drugs in their system

It's a social services change to
their law giving thema tool, and they would then
have a regul ar process where they woul d be able
to take that child away fromthat situation for
endangering the welfare of a child.

| think this is an inmportant thing.
The district attorney was anmazed as he went
t hrough and found out that this has happened nore
often than we'd like to think about. And it can
be happeni ng here as we speak.

So | really appreciate the passage
of this bill, and | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Little to be recorded in the affirmative.

Can we just get a little order in
t he house, please? |If you have a conversati on,
take it outside.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 38,
by Senator Avella, Senate Print 1195, an act to
anend the Volunteer Firefighters' Benefit Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 40,
by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 1411, an act to
anend the Volunteer Firefighters' Benefit Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Kam nsky.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mproud to record a vote in the
aye for this inportant bill to help our vol unteer
firefighters. Expanding presunptive cancer
coverage is a nust. Qur volunteer firefighters
run into danger, keep our comunities protected
while we are sleeping at night. Unfortunately,
we take themtoo nuch for granted.

|"ve talked to firefighters in ny
district who have conme down with cancer after
obvi ously years of breathing in air of burning
chemcals, and this is the | east we owe them
The | east we owe themis to give themthe

heal t hcare they deserve who got sick protecting

us.
|"d like to thank the sponsor of

this bill, Senator Giffo, for putting this

forward. This is bipartisan. It is good |aw.

And we need to be there to protect our
firefighters; they are there for us.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Kam nsky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Br ooks.

SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise in support of this bill and
thank Senator Griffo for introducing the bill.

|"ve had an opportunity to serve in
a volunteer fire service since 1969. |I'ma
former chief. |I'mwell aware of the hazards that
t hese individuals across our state face as a
result of their exposure to various toxins in a
fire.

Al'l across our state, nmen and wonen
vol unteer to protect the community day in and day
out. It's critical that they get this protection
to protect not only themand their health but the
financial status of their famlies should they
becone ill or injured.

So | urge everyone to support this
bill and vote in the affirmative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Brooks to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 61
by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 3146, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 730th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Gol den.
SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President. | rise on this bill

Thi s past Sunday in Queens, M chael
Guzman was found dead, unresponsive, with vomt
around his mouth. Wen M chael was di scovered,
he was already dead 12 hours. Prior to his
deat h, the workers had been to the hone, the
i nvestigators, and had found evi dence of abuse.
But they were overworked and had a heavy

casel oad.
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Last year this bill passed both
houses of the Legislature and was vetoed by the
Governor. In his 2016 veto nessage, the Governor
stated that OCFS cannot nandate a casel oad, a
standard, w thout a proper study and adequate
f undi ng.

The casel oad study and fundi ng were
di scussed by OCFS on May 14th of 2015 in a | ocal
conmi ssi oner's nenorandum I n that nmenorandum
OCFS di scussed funds allocated to the 2015-2016
budget to provide additional funding to
localities that can hire additional caseworkers
in order to achieve the recommended CPS casework
size of 12 active reports per nonth.

Not all localities have achieved
t his recommended casel oad size. One of the
successful counties is Erie County. On
Sept enber 12, 2016, the Erie County Departnent of
Soci al Services announced that two-thirds of
their caseworkers had 15 or fewer cases, and
95 percent had a casework | oad of 25 or |ess.

Onei da County has not been
successful. On May 22, 2016, the
bserver-Di spatch reported the caseload in

Onei da County was averagi ng 25 cases per nonth
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In the article about Oneida County, the
bserver-Di spatch highlighted statistics fromthe
OCFS report of the period July 2015 through
Decenber of 2015. And during that period, nore
t han hal f the caseworkers of Herkiner and
Onei da County had casel oads exceedi ng 12 cases
per nont h.

Al nmost half of the caseworkers in
Schenect ady County have casel oads exceedi ng
12 cases. And in Broone, Mdison and Sullivan
Counties, nore than a third of the caseworkers
had casel oads exceedi ng 12.

CPS wor kers protect our children.
And when they are overburdened, children are
pl aced at risk. W need to protect our
vul nerabl e children |ike Mchael Guzman, and this
bill does just that.

| vote aye, M. President, and | ask
all of nmy colleagues to vote aye as wel | .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
CGol den to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The bi |

i s passed.
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M. Floor Leader, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d we now
go back to notions and resol utions, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Coul d we take
up previously adopted Resol ution Nunber 247, by
Senat or Marchione, read the title only, and cal
on Senat or Marchi one, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 247, by Senat or Marchi one,
nmour ni ng the death of Robert M Horan, Jr.

di stingui shed citizen and devoted nenber of his

comunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Mar chi one.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you,
M. President and ny colleagues. | rise to speak

on the resolution honoring the Iife and
celebrating the | egacy of Robert "Bob" Horan, Jr.
Bob Horan served as the

superi ntendent of the Schodack Central School
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District. As superintendent, Bob distinguished
hi msel f through hard work and tirel ess dedication
to his students, the community, and its cause of
educati on.

As Senator, | had many opportunities
to work with Bob, and one of the things that |
al ways renmenber is when many of the
superi ntendents were conpl ai ning -- and nmaybe
rightly so -- their nonies were cut and it was
very difficult, that was not Bob Horan. Bob
Horan tal ked about not hi ng but how he coul d do
better, how he could work with what he had, how
he could help his students. And he did just
t hat .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Mar chi one, excuse nme one second.

Could I have sone order in the
chanber, please. |If you have conversations, take
t hem out si de.

Thank you, Senator Marchione.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you.

Bob Horan was a graduate of the
Shenendehowa H gh School, SUNY Oswego, and the
Coll ege of St. Rose. He also served as principal

at Maple H Il H gh School for five years. He was
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department adm nistrator of the Shenendehowa Hi gh
School for three years, technol ogy instructor at
Mohonasen Hi gh School for 16 years, and an

adj unct professor at the College of St. Rose.

His comm tnent to academ c
excel l ence, his spirit of humanity, decency and
comunity carried over into his charitable and
scientific endeavors. He was a board nenber of
t he Renssel aer County Chanber of Comerce, served
as legislative chairman for Questar |11 BOCES,
and was a nmenber of the Kiwanis C ub and the
Rotary C ub.

Bob Horan is survived by his
dedi cated, bel oved wife of 28 years, Margery --
and his famly is in the gallery -- his children
Patricia, Robert and Thonas; Lydia, that he
consi dered a daughter. He has two sisters,
Christine Cassidy and Cat hl een Schoeppl er, and
many ni eces and nephews. And Peter Mboney and
his wife were cousins to Bob Horan.

|''m honored to have all of them here
joining as ny guests. | want you all to know
t hat your husband, your father, your brother,
your uncle, your cousin, our superintendent Bob

Horan was admired, respected, and |loved and is

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

375

truly mssed. W honor his legacy and his life
in service to others.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Marchione.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, Senat or
Mar chi one has offered to open up this inportant
resol ution for cosponsorship. And would you
announce that, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |f you do
not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you,
M. President.

| s there any further business at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That bei ng
the case, | nove to adjourn until Monday,
January 30th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days

bei ng | egislative days.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
January 30th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:38 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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