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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
in a nmoment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Tuesday, January 17th, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Monday,

January 16th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor.

There is a nmessage fromthe
Governor. It will be filed in the Journal.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
may we pl ease have the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
10, by Senator Val esky, Senate Print 977, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in
t he sane manner as a chapter of the Laws of
2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
42, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print 1859,
an act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in

t he sane manner as Chapter 236 of the Laws of

2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
43, by Senator O Mara, Senate Print 1861, an act
to amend the Uniform Justice Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN: Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
bill is passed.

Senat or LaValle, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
can we go back to notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Can we adopt the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol ution 282.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resol ution Nunber 282, signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN: The
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Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: | believe there
is a resolution by Senators Stewart- Cousins,
Larkin, and Klein, and it is at the desk. My we
pl ease have it read in its entirety and nove for
its i mredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
Secretary will read Resolution Nunber 282.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 282, by Senators
Stewart - Cousins, Larkin and Kl ein, comenorating
t he observance of the 32nd Annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day in the State of New York on
January 16, 2017.

"WHEREAS, Fromtine to tine we take
note of certain individuals whomwe w sh to
recogni ze for their valued contributions and to
publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have
enhanced t he basic humanity anong us all; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, it is the customof this Legislative
Body to join the people of this great

Enpire State in proudly observing the 32nd Annual
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of
New York, on January 16, 2017, taking note of his
many acconplishments and contributions to
manki nd; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. was born the grandson of a slave into a
segregated society in Atlanta, Georgia, on
January 15, 1929, and was instrunental in
formulating a policy which ultimtely destroyed
| egal apartheid in the southern states of our
nation; and

"WHEREAS, In February of 1968,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke about the
inevitability of his death and hoped that when we
spoke of his life, we would not concentrate on
hi s academ c achi evenents: that he graduated
from Morehouse Col |l ege, that he attended the
Crozer Theol ogi cal Sem nary and Boston
Uni versity, where he earned a doctorate in
systematic theol ogy; and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. did not find it inportant that
we nention that he won the Nobel Peace Prize and
over 300 other awards; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
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Jr."s finest |egacy of greater social justice for
all Anmericans was truly reflected in his devotion
to serve and respect others, and in his steadfast
| ove for all humanity; and

"WHEREAS, Standing in a long |ine of
great American black | eaders, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. represents the historical culmnation
and the living enbodi nent of a spirit of united
pur pose rooted in Black African culture and the
Anerican dream and

"WHEREAS, An apostle of peace,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. fought unrelentingly
for the civil rights of all Americans and taught
us that through nonviol ence, courage displ aces
fear, love transforns hate, acceptance dissipates
prej udi ce, and mutual regard cancels enmty; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. manifestly contributed to the cause of
Anerica's freedom and his comm tnent to human
dignity is visibly mrrored in the spiritual
econonmi ¢ and political dinensions of the civil
rights novenent; and

"WHEREAS, In addition, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s life was devoted to the

i beration of his people, and his courage
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transcended t he advocates of m ndl ess
retrenchnent; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that the commobn and shared
responsi bility of governance denmands an
irrevocable commtnent to the preservation and
enhancenent of human dignity as exenplified by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and

"WHEREAS, Upon the occasion of the
celebration of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., it is the practice of this Legislative
Body to commenorate the heroic efforts of
Dr. King, who |loved and served humanity, and who
was a drum nmaj or for peace, justice and
ri ght eousness; and

"WHEREAS, The 2017 Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. holiday observance marks the
88t h anniversary of his birth, and the 32nd
annual holiday celebrated in the State of
New York in his honor; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
and pay tribute to the | egendary life and
achi evenents of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., upon

t he occasion of the anniversary of his birth and
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the cel ebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in
the State of New York and throughout the nation
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Bl ack, Puerto Rican, H spanic and Asi an
Legi sl ative Caucus."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise today, as |'ve had the
privilege to rise every year since ny election,
to coomenorate the rich life and | egacy of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King.

Wien | first rose, it was after an
el ection that was certainly inprobable, based on
nmy begi nni ngs, based on ny parents' inability to
achi eve anything |li ke what they had been able to
see their daughter achieve, and | attributed that
to the relentless struggle that Dr. King and so
many had put into nmaking sure that the Anerican
i deal and dream was avail able for all of us.

In 2009, | was able to rise and

celebrate the election of the first
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African- Ameri can president, soneone who, despite
what peopl e thought, becane a standard bearer
for, again, that ideal and that dream

Every year |'ve been able to rise to
tal k about our ascension and of course our
responsibility here in this chanber to make sure
that through our policies we create the Anerica
that is the ideal that Dr. King fought for. It
is a state mandate, a national mandate, and
actually a universal nmandate. It is inportant.

Today | had an opportunity to speak
to the session assistants who are here fromtheir
col | eges and are beginning a path that m ght | ead
themto be in chanbers |ike this or support
peopl e |ike us.

And when | | ooked at this crowd, |
| ooked at the diversity. | |ooked at the
reflection of America in this room And I
reali zed again, that when many of us were grow ng
up, an opportunity |ike what was presented today,
and what has been presented, woul d never have
been had it not been for Dr. King envisioning the
bel oved community that refl ects everyone.

And now, of course, as we stand here

between Dr. Martin Luther King' s birthday and the
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ascensi on of another president, we are called
to -- even stronger than any tinme before --
reassert, remenber, reaffirmand conmt to that
Vi si on.

Today there are people who are
concerned, and rightfully so, because there was a
tone set that indicated that walls should be
built against sone, that politically correct
| anguage was no | onger rel evant because it didn't
matter who you hurt or who you marginalized. It
doesn't matter if you nock, it doesn't matter if
you are considered a loser, it doesn't nmatter
what we say, what we think, what we do.

W' ve | earned many | essons as an
Anerica that fell short of those ideals. W' ve
| earned | essons that, as Dr. King said, all
i nhabi tants of the gl obe are now our nei ghbors.
We've | earned the |l essons that, as Dr. King said
together we nust learn to live as brothers or
together we will be forced to perish as fools.
We've already | earned those | essons. W repeat
t hem every year, sone days with a spirit of
optim sm sonetines not so nuch. But we know t he
| essons, we've |l earned them and nany of us here

in this chanber have |lived themand w ||
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continue, if we do it right, tolive them to
| egi sl ate here in ways that support the poor,
t hat enbrace our conmunity, that stop mass

i ncarceration, that focuses on education and

allows us to be the Anerica that we nust be.

Every year we have the chance to
rededi cate and recommit. And now, we cannot deny
t hat we have a handbook and we have the | essons.
All we nmust do is liveit. And in nenory of
Dr. King, | pray that we live it here in this
chanmber so that we can indeed be a beacon of the
bel oved comunity.

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Cousi ns.

You know, in ny lifetinme we've
celebrated this on many levels. People will tel
you that the legacy of Dr. King will be the
Washi ngton March in August '63. Sone of you
weren't here then. Soneone will tell you it was
t he Tennessee, where he was assassinated. But |

believe in ny heart and soul his legacy with his
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vision started right with Sel ma, Al abama.

During the tine of January to March
of 1965, Dr. King nade every effort. He went to
t he Wiite House, he spoke to the Governor, he
spoke to this, that unless we start to turn
around and say this is ny neighbor, you can't
| ove sonebody by hating. And he tried to tel
t hat nmessage. And what happened? The seventh
day of March, people of color, mxed up, wal ked
across a bridge, across a bridge that they owned
in their town. They were hit with whips, they
wer e shot gunned, gasoline -- there was everything
you coul d think about agai nst your brother or
sister in this world.

Now, just think about it. July the
26t h, 1948, President Truman said, Take the arned
service and spread themout. W're one branch.
We're one unit. And every unit spread out with
color. | know, | commanded one of them And did
| have hard feelings? No. Tom Croci just becane
a commander, and he knows what it is. And you
| ead by exanpl e.

Dr. King was trying to provide an
exanple. But Governor Wallace was a thick-headed

elected official in Alabama, and all he wanted to
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do was his way, not the way that we were created
by. But Dr. King took it.

On the 7th of March, if you ever go
back and | ook at some things, you see sone of the
pictures, you'll really wonder how we as human
bei ngs, riding on a horse with a whip, cracking a
woman, a child, another individual. Sone of them
had the gas; they sent that off into the crowds.
They didn't care. They didn't want to do
anyt hi ng but enbarrass anybody. They only
enbarrassed t hensel ves, because today we're still
cel ebrating.

So what happened? On the 9th of
March, Dr. King net with the President. And the
President said, "I want to stop this." And
Dr. King said, "M. President, you can stop it by
| eadi ng rather than by follow ng."

You read stories that says there

were only 2,000 troops brought to Selnma. There
were not. Maybe 20,000 troops. | was there.
And | want to tell you something. Wen you saw
the 1l ook on the face of the people, just to |ook
at them Here | am scared to death to walk on
the streets that | pay taxes for.

We shoul d be ashaned. And that's
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why | think Selma will go down as his biggest

| egacy. Because we narched Sunday the 21st.
Some nenbers of different groups wanted to stay
and have nore pictures and everything el se, and
Dr. Abernathy, a gentleman | think -- | had the
greatest respect for himwhen he was alive, and
yet today, because he went out there and told
them Sit down, get ready, and we're marching.
And we're marching with | eadership, we're

mar ching with respect for one another, and we're
going to |l et everybody know we've got it.

What happened? We narched for four
days. W had -- everything was goi ng good. Two
bi g i ssues. Congressman or Senator Mirphy from
California came up and visited a couple of us, we
were wearing civilian clothes, and he said: "Wy
do you think this is essential?" | said, "Wy"?
| said, "Go back to 1948 when we diversed the
mlitary, and we had peopl e sent by our
government, regardl ess of color, race or creed,
to conbat in Korea. They got killed. They got
wounded. And they were people fromthe State of
Al abama. "

And what happened? Mirphy wanted to

know should there be a vote to allow themto
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vote. And | said just what | just told you:

"You can send nme to conbat, but | can't vote in
my own country.” Well, June of 1965, both houses
passed the bill and the President signed it in
August of ' 65.

But what does this all tell us? It
all tells us -- | hear people say to nme the | ast
three days -- 1've been to a few events -- Oh,

Dr. King, Dr. King. M question is every year --
nobody answers it -- what have you done in your
district in the past year to do sonething in his
honor or convince sone people to do certain

t hi ngs?

It doesn't hurt. But you've got to
remenber one thing. This is our country. And if
we don't like it, we ought to get out. If we
don't like it, we ought to start to change it
around. But what we really need to do is to take
and | ook and see the vision that Dr. King had
when he tal ked in August of '63. But in '65 when
he led that march, he led it with desire, he led
it with vision, and he led it with sincerity. W
are all God's children, and we ought to start
remenbering that.

Ladi es and gentlenen, with the help
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of the good Lord, we'll be here next year. 1'd
i ke to have sonebody conme up and say to ne,
did something in nmy school. Here's what we did.
You know, you can talk, but |I was taught |ong ago
action speaks | ouder than words.

May Dr. King rest in peace

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Klein. Senator Klein on the resolution.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to celebrate the life
of a great |leader, Dr. Martin Luther King. You
know, we all know about the great works that
Martin Luther King did as far as civil rights.
But Martin Luther King was much nore than just a
civil rights leader. He was a great |abor
| eader. He was a great |eader of working people.
He al ways advocated for rights for working nmen
and woren t hroughout his career.

And | think Senator Larkin raised an
excellent point. | think we should ask
ourselves -- not only celebrating Martin Luther
Ki ng Day, but each and every day -- what have we
done here in New York State?

You know, we all understand that
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Martin Luther King was a national |eader, he was
an international |eader. But why not ask

oursel ves, as Senator Larkin said, what have we
done in the Legislature to sort of fulfill the
prom se and the hopes and aspirations of someone
like Dr. Martin Luther King? And | think we have
acconplished a lot, but there's always nore to
do. And | think Martin Luther King would
certainly agree.

Just something that we' ve done over
the | ast several years is fighting forecl osures,
whi ch has a di sproportionate inpact on mnority
homeowners. W have to ask those questions: Wy
is it that when soneone is foreclosed upon,
they're four tines nore likely to be
Af ri can- Ameri can?

But we did do sonething. W
prevent ed dil api dated honmes from destroyi ng our
comunities, nost of themmnority comunities.
We al so hel ped people to make sure they didn't
| ose their home. That's sonething Martin Luther
Ki ng woul d certainly understand.

We have to ask ourselves, why did it
exist -- certainly it did in Martin Luther King's

time, but still up until recently, why do we have

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

287

a digital divide? Wiy are we a country that's so
wedded to technol ogy, yet an African-American
child is the least likely to own their own
conmput er ?

W have to ask ourselves the
guestion, whenever we have a downturn in the
econony, why is it disproportionately on the
backs of working African-Anericans, that they're
nore |likely to be unenpl oyed?

You know, those are the questions |
think we have to continue to ask and do sonet hi ng
about each and every day.

But one specific issue | think cones
to mnd that's certainly rel evant right now.
Senator Cousins alluded to it. And it has to do
with crimnal justice reform

You know, it was very interesting
t hat many people may not know, but six nonths
before Dr. Martin Luther King's life was brutally
cut short, he visited a high school in
Phi | adel phia to speak to students about their
life's blueprint. That's what he tal ked to them
about. How they should plan their life, how
shoul d they nove on with their lives. He w sely

urged themto study hard, stay in school, but
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al so acknowl edged t he soci ol ogi cal and economi c
hurdl es these teenagers woul d face. Renenber,
this was a conpletely different world.

And he turned around and gave them
| think, very sound advice. While he actually
urged themto reach for the stars, achieve
greatness, stay in school, go to college, do
everyt hing you can be, he also said that if your
life turns in a way that you're a worker, do it
to the best. And that's when he basically said,
set out to do such a good job that the living,

t he dead, or the unborn couldn't do it any
better, regardl ess of the job that you did.

He al so said, in those words that
have becone very fanmous -- and | think nost of us
should Iive by that each and every day -- he said
if your lot inlife is to becone a street
sweeper, sweep streets |i ke Shakespeare wote
poetry and sweep streets |ike M chel angel o
pai nted. Sweep streets so well that the host of
heaven will say that that person did their job
and did it well.

You know, unfortunately we know
right now that there's teenagers -- again,

di sproportionately African-Anmerican -- who aren't
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goi ng to have that opportunity, that inportant
blueprint in life. Because today our teenagers
in New York need our help because sone of them
m ght not be able to create Dr. Martin Luther
King's blueprint unless we have serious reforns
to our crimnal justice system

| think everyone knows,
unfortunately, at this tinme that New York has the
dubi ous di stinction of being one of the only
states to not have the Raise the Age | aws, where
we're still punishing 16- and 17-year-olds for
nonvi ol ent offenses with jail tine.

The other state, by the way, is
North Carolina. You know, North Carolina has
very much to cel ebrate. You know, on their
license plates it's "First in Flight." W
celebrate the Wight brothers; that's something
we should cel ebrate. But we should not emul ate
them when it cones to crimnal justice reform

So | think the only way we're going
to keep the hope alive that Martin Luther King
envi sioned for our youth -- not only
African- Anerican youth, but all of our youth --
is to make sure we make these changes and we nake

sure that someone who starts off inlife as a
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t eenager, who nmakes a m stake, commts an offense
that's not violent, doesn't have that stay with
themtheir entire life, preventing them probably
fromgoing to high school, preventing them from
actually getting a good job, preventing themto
actually nove on and, instead of being
i ncarcerated, actually nove on and be
rehabilitated. And the best way we can do that
is to raise the age, |adies and gentl enen.

Again, M. President, | thank you.
And this is an inportant part of our session
every year to celebrate the great works of
Dr. Martin Luther King. But | think we need to
live by those rules each and every day.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: On the
resolution. Thank you, M. President.

| want to first start by thanking
t he sponsors for this noble effort, this
resolution. To honor one who has brought honor
to us all is a great thing.

| often -- the words that all of the

sponsors have given, of course, have been very
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inspiring to hear, of course, of personal stories
and personal commitnments to do sonme of these
things. | often think of what would Dr. King

t hink of the nodern world that we find ourselves
in. What would he think of New York, for that
matter, or Al bany? Wat would he think of where
we are today and what we're doing?

But | go a step further. | |ook at
what woul d he think of what | am doing. Not
sinply a vague what everyone else, but let's
start with that personal responsibility. And I
can answer somewhat to the colonel's point of
some of the things that we have done. And in
anot her nonent, Senator Larkin, I'd |ove to say
what | have done for these things, whether it be
a debate that | held on Martin Luther King's
actual birthday, the 15th.

But when we honor King, |et us not
forget that we're not sinply honoring Dr. Martin
Lut her King. What you're doing is honoring those
facel ess people who actually made Martin Lut her
Ki ng, the thousands and tens of thousands of
peopl e whose nanmes have been | ost to history,

t hat we never will know about. The washerwonen,

t he sharecroppers, the youth who lost life and
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limb. And no one, of course, has given them a
day, so this will have to be their day.

They are the ones that we really
shoul d be renenbering. Because Dr. King was able
to get a Nobel Peace Prize and other things, but
these folk lost jobs, they | ost honmes, they |ost
opportunities, they went to jail, their record
was scarred forever. These folk we will never
speak about. And some of themwal k the streets
t oday, hopefully living as whatever status they
find thensel ves, but doing it, as Senator Klein
sai d, perhaps they are sweeping the streets like
M chel angel o, or doi ng what ever those things are.

Yet Dr. King cries out fromthe
grave because his work is not over. If it was,
then this holiday would be a nice thing. A bit
shal l ow, but a nice thing. But his work is not
over, because he has warned us that an insult to
one is an injury to all of us. After all is said
and done, Dr. King gives us a chance to | ook back
to that fundanmental question that was posed to
Cain: Are we our brother's and sister's keeper?

That's the essence of what we're
tal king about. Are we our brother's and sister's

keeper? Are we responsible to one another? |Is

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

293

this Anerican experinment just sonething that is
just he who has the gold, rules, and that's the
golden rule? O is it sonething deeper than
that? Is it sonething that we all will say that
we are all going to walk together in this one?
And if we say that, then we understand that

Dr. King and those facel ess people was an attenpt
to Anericanize America, to actually Anericanize
Aneri ca.

So with the fierce urgency of now, |
urge all of ny colleagues, let's not let this
session be like the others before it and others
still to come. Let's do sonething different
here. Wy don't we take this one and say, you
know what, there are sone age-old probl ens that
we have to westle with, but let's westle with
themthis tinme, let's do it in a spirit where we
can di sagree with one anot her w thout becom ng
di sagreeable. Let's say to ourselves that you
know what, | may not wal k in that person's shoes,
but | can enphasi ze, | can borrow sone synpat hy,
| can borrow whatever | need to understand them
and do sonet hing about it.

He warned us, Dr. King did, that al

that is necessary for evil to triunph is for good
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peopl e to do nothing, good people to do not hing.
So there are good people in this room and | urge
us all, let's do sonething.

So | say, as | conclude -- and I'm
sure that that's a happy note to you, that |I'm
concluding, as it is your job, sir -- that rest
in peace, Dr. King. And | pray that you wll
find, at the end of the day, that those who you
sacrificed for have proved thensel ves wort hy.

Thank you very nuch, sir. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATCR BAI LEY: On the resol ution,
M. President.

Thank you for the opportunity. |
can find no nore fitting topic to have ny first
speech on the fl oor.

My favorite Dr. King quote: CQur
lives begin to end the day we becone silent about
those things that matter.

Now, Martin Luther King, Jr.'s work
was W dely known as the Dreaner, but nmany of his
dreanms were realized. That's why I"'mable to sit

before you today -- stand before you today, |
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should say. That is the reason why ny
grandf at her, who grew up in rural North Carolina,
was able to make a great living for the famly
that he provided for to come to New York and
provi de for eight children, send themto coll ege,
and to send a grandson to | aw school,

graduati ng-cl ass speaker. Dr. King' s dream has
been realized through ne.

Dr. King's dreamw || continue to be
realized through ny two daughters, G ada and
Carina. And as | look into their eyes every day,
as | see what's inside their hearts, | realize
that his dream has been realized. But we have so
much nore to go.

But the March on Washi ngt on was not
just a march on Washi ngton. The correct nanme was
t he March on Washi ngton for Jobs and Freedom
There were demands nmade at that march. One of
t he demands nade was for a national m nimum wage.
We finally got the Fight for 15 going, but we
need nore for our working-class folks. W need
nore for the nmen and wonmen that do so nuch for
us. W need to nake sure that Dr. King' s dream
is realized not only on a day, not just in a

nmont h, but that we keep that collective spirit
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alive day after day, tine after tine.

So one of the other things that
really struck nme about Dr. King was how young he
was at the tine of his passing. He was a nere 39
years old. | stand before you today as the
youngest nenber of this great distinguished body
at 34 years old, and | wonder, | only have five
years left to do that what man did. That's a | ot
of weight on ny shoul ders.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: But | can bear
that burden. That's the reason why |I'm here.

And as Senator Sanders alluded to, that's the
reason why | assune all of ny coll eagues are
here, to do what matters.

So | ask you today, in accordance
with Dr. King, what matters to you? Wat matters
to your constituents? And how are we
coll ectively going to nmake that happen? | wll
end with a quote froma hip-hop artist --
unconventional, but whatever. A gentleman by the
name of Comon, and he said sonmething that --
"Waiting for the Lord to rise, | look into ny
daughter's eyes. And | realize I"'mgoing to

| earn through her. The nessiah mght even return
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through her. But if I"'mto do it, |I've got to
change the world through her.™

W have to ook at our children in
our communities. That is who we're going to
change the world through. 1'mgoing to be a
| eader, and |'m going to change world through ny
daughters. You change the world through yours,
t hrough your constituents, through the |ives of
the many famlies in your communities in the
districts that you all proudly represent.

Wiile | amnew to this body, | am
not newto life on this earth. And | hope that
we can all nmake this a better place. Dr. King
woul d want it that way.

Thank you all. And God bl ess
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Par ker to speak on the resolution. Senator
Par ker .

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you very
much, M. President. | rise to speak on the
resolution regarding the life and the | egacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Let nme first associate nyself with
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t he coments made by ny col | eagues here,
particularly Senator Larkin. And thank you
first, Colonel, for your service to this great
country, but also for your service to the
citizens of this great country. And | don't get
tired of hearing you tal k about your service,
particularly of that day.

| al so want to obviously thank
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, our |eader and the
sponsor of this resolution. And for her, living
the actual legacy of Dr. King, being the first
wonman to |lead a |legislative body here in the
great State of New York, and being an
African- Areri can wonan at that. And every day,
the kind of grace and steady hand that she
provi des to our conference and to the Senate is
certainly sonething that is worthy of Dr. King's
| egacy, and so we thank her for that.

| amvery, very happy to hear, just
enj oy the conments that people are maki ng today
and how everyone is really taking this tine to
internalize what Dr. King's legacy really is
about. And | think that's really adm rable, and
| think that we're growing as a body if not as

people in that conversation.
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But to kind of jump off and
pi ggyback off of what Senator Bail ey indicated,
is that we talk a lot about Dr. King' s | egacy and
particularly the March on Washi ngt on and about
the "I Have a Dreamt speech. But in that "I Have
a Dream speech his main purpose, his nain
enphasi s and thene was not about a dream it
real ly was about bringing a check to Washi ngt on,
right, a check for justice and a check that was
mar ked i nsufficient funds by this country. And
if we had that same check today, | think many of
us would still find the Bank of Justice with
insufficient funds here in Anerica.

And so there's lots to be done.
Senator Klein indicated that as well. And
there's lots that we can be doing. W don't have
to go to Washington, we have our own Bank of
Justice right here in Albany. And we really
ought to be bringing that check to bear right
here for each one of our constituencies all over
the State of New York. And we ought to make sure
that we don't wal k away fromthis session with
this check still being nmarked "insufficient
funds,” that we should nmake sure that on the

i ssues of economic justice that we in fact are
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maki ng sure that that check is being cashed.

We shoul d make sure again, on the
i ssues of crimnal justice reform that we do the
t hings that we know we can do this session to
make sure that that check for justice is in fact
cashed. W should do Raise the Age; there's no
reason not to. W should make sure that we
codify the Executive Order the Governor put
forward around the special prosecutor and make
sure that we have a special prosecutor to dea
with police, not just when an unarnmed civilian is
killed, but any tine a police officer has a
probl em and there's a contradiction or, you know,
a conflict between the |ocal DA and the police
depart ment.

W need to really do sonme real work
around marijuana decrimnalization. W started
that work, there's still lots to be done on it,
and we need to do that.

| have a bill called the Safe Parol e
Act that would certainly nmake sure that people
who deserve parole, especially -- you know, our
prisons are filled with nonviolent felons who
spent way nore time than they should in our

correctional facilities. And not only is it no
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| onger an issue of public safety, but we're now

t hrowi ng good noney after bad, housing people in
t hese prisons instead of, you know, allow ng them
to be back in their communities with their
famlies.

My col | eague Senat or Per ki ns has
been sponsoring a bill that ends solitary
confinenment. That certainly ought to be part of
it. It really doesn't -- and again I'mall for
the safety of the nmen and wonen who work very
hard to secure these crimnal justice facilities.
But solitary confinenent we know doesn't work and
doesn't add to the safety of those folKks.

We need to stop jailing nentally il
people. Right? Just sinple and plain. And
we've had -- even already, we've had about three
people in the Gty of New York, to this date,
we're only at -- this is only the 18th, right?

Ei ghteen days into the year, we've already had
three people in New York City who are nentally
ill shot down by the police. W need to

i mpl enment crisis intervention teans all over the
City of New York and create a real nodality to
address the issues of people who have nent al

illness.
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We certainly also need to decrease
the popul ation at R kers. And whether that's,
you know, speeding up trials or having a sensible
bail policy, we certainly need to do it.

These are the kinds of policy things
that we can do right here this year to in fact
live through Dr. King's legacy. W want to talk
about, you know, being King-like and using
Dr. King as an exenplar; here's just a few things
that we could do that certainly -- and this is
just on one issue -- that would really nmake a
difference in the lives of our constituencies and
make this a better place.

We need to renenber the inportant
thing that Dr. King left us with, that peace is
not sinply the absence of war but the
presence of justice.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

| also want to thank Senators
Stewart - Cousins, Klein, and Senator Larkin for

bringing this resolution. This is the 12th year
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that | amin this chanber as we conmenorate the
birthday of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
and over the years |'ve had the pleasure of
listening to Senator Larkin recount his
rel ati onship and the experience that he had
personally with Dr. King. W used to have
Senat or Hassel | - Thonmpson, who used to tell us the
stories of her experiences with Dr. Martin Luther
Ki ng.

W're at the point in tinme, though,
where there are | ess and | ess nenbers who serve
t he body who knew hi m personally or who had the
opportunity to know himpersonally. And | think
that's a shame, because nost of us |ook at him
t hrough the lens of history now H's place in
civil rights history is certainly well known.
Every school child knows about it. They know t hey
don't have to go to school on that Mnday in
January because of Martin Luther King. And
they' re taught about his legacy in terns of civil
rights, but his place in labor history is equally
i mportant.

In fact, in 1961, he spoke at the
AFL-Cl O s national conference and he said then

that the needs of black Anerica is identical to
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t he needs of |abor -- decent wages, fair working
conditions, |ivable housing, old-age security,
heal th and wel fare neasures, conditions in which
famlies can grow, have education for their
children, and respect in their community. The
exact sanme needs for all Americans, in fact.

It was that commitnment to working
peopl e, labor rights, and those issues that |ed
himto Menphis on that fateful day in April of
1968, to lead a small group of striking
sanitati on workers, black sanitation workers --
treated very differently by the City of Menphis
than the white sanitation workers, their
counterparts -- because of the death of two
sanitation workers who were treated so poorly by
the Gty of Menphis, so poorly that it sparked
nati onal outrage.

The bl ack sanitation workers in
Menphis weren't even allowed to ride in a truck
they had to ride in the back with the trash.
They weren't allowed to wear uniforms, because
the Gty of Menphis wouldn't give themuniforns;
they had to wear their own clothes. They weren't
allowed to wal k on the property of white owners

to pick up the trash
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They were treated so poorly, and yet
t hey organi zed. They joined a union. And they
went on strike when the ultinmate of insults, two
of their workers, trying to get out of the rain
one day in the back of a sanitation truck, the
truck started up, crushed the two workers in the
back of the truck. And the Cty of Menphis
woul dn't even acknow edge the deaths, provide
deat h benefits for these two workers, treated
them as | ess than hunan.

That led to a strike by these
wor kers, and Martin Luther King went to Menphis
to lead themin a march. And these nen wal ked
t hrough the streets of Menphis facing all sorts
of assaults and public vitriol because they
weren't picking up the trash, after all, which
was nore inportant than their humanity. And they
were carrying signs that said something very
sinple. Not about noney, not about dignity, it
said "I ama man." That was their nmessage, "I am
a man."

Those were the people he was | eadi ng
that day in that fight, because he believed very
clearly in the rights of workers everywhere,

regardl ess of who they were.
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And so his nessage to working people
is as pertinent today as it was then. And |
t hi nk what we should reflect on here in this
chanber, in this body, in this state, while other
| egi sl atures across the country are attenpting to
roll back workers' rights, passing right-to-work
| aws, repealing collective bargaining rights for
wor kers, trying to undo protections that workers
have -- that's not happening. Not here, not in
this Legislature, not in this Senate, not in this
st at e.

W work together. W don't always
agree on everything. W may fight our way to the
solutions. But we've protected workers. W' ve
rai sed the m ni mum wage, we've drafted the nost
conprehensive paid famly | eave programin the
country, we have the best wage theft protection
laws in the nation because we care about working
people. That's been our conmmtnent to the
nessage of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King.

We have el ected | abor |eaders to
this chanber. | nyself ama forner vice
presi dent of the Anerican Federation of State,
County and Muni ci pal Enpl oyees. Qur newest

menber, who sits next to ne, Marisol Alcantara --
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she's outside right now, |I'msure she's talking
to sonmebody inportant -- she came out of the
ranks of |abor. Senator Peralta cane out of the
ranks of |abor. | know Senator Marcellino was a
UFT del egate at one point in his tinme. There may
be others in this roomthat canme out of the ranks
of | abor.

So we're living that commtnent to
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King every tinme we
protect workers' rights in this chanmber. And
every time we do it, | amproud to be a nmenber of
this body. And so | will say thank you all for
allowing nme to be part of that experience. Thank
you for commenorating the |life and | egacy of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King. And let us go
forward to continue to do good work for all the
people of this state every year.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Mont gonery on the resol ution.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to join ny colleagues in,

first of all, thanking Senator Stewart- Cousins,

who actually enbodies the dreamof Dr. King. And
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| thank Senator Larkin for every year giving us
an eye view of what it neant to be part of that
novenment as a non-African- Aneri can person

And | want to thank Senator Bail ey,
for his sort of introducing us to also the
enbodi ment of Dr. King. And | want to thank
Senat or Parkers and Klein and Savino for talking
about what we have to do to make sure we are
continuing to live that dream

We cel ebrate every year because we
do need to review for ourselves the neani ng of
Dr. King's life, to refresh our nmenory of the
t hings that he went through, and to recommt
ourselves to continue his dream and his work and
to make sure that whatever we do, hopefully we're

addressing i ssues that he hinself died for,

fighting for.

And |'mrem nded t hat every
generation will have their own interpretation.
And they will not have perhaps the nenories that

Senat or Larkin tal ks about, but they certainly
will have a view, and they are the dreaners of
t oday.

And so | just want to rem nd us that

what Martin Luther King fought was the old
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Jim Crow of the South. That's what the bus
boycott was about, breaking that tradition in our
country. And sone would say that what we're
trying to do -- and | hear in the words of ny
col | eagues that we're trying to nove away from
what some people call the "new JimCrow." That's
t he mass incarceration issues, the issues of
peopl e -- opportunities for people, young and
wor ki ng peopl e and people in our state in
particular, to be able to have a quality of life
that they can appreciate.

So | amreally very encouraged and
inspired by the fact that we have, throughout our
own | egislative body, throughout the Capitol, we
have a new generation. | call themmllennials.
And what | see in themis that they also are
intent on outliving the new JimCrow. These are
young people who are very smart, they're very
coommitted. Sone of themare coll ege students,
sonme of them are young professionals already.
Some of them are young | egislators, |ike
Senator Bailey here. Sone of themare fell ows.
But they are all engaged, and they are a diverse
group of young people. That's what's so

wonder ful about them And they are very
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confortable with diversity. They're commtted to
rai sing their generation to go beyond what we
have done even.

And so | want to say this day, this
celebration of Dr. King is a celebration of, yes,
oursel ves, the work that he has done, but it's
al so a celebration of the next generation who
will be, that will be those people who will also
be interpreting the dreamof Dr. King. And |
think they are going to do an even better job
than we' ve been able to do. That nmkes nme happy,
that gives nme inspiration and nakes ne feel |ike
Dr. King's dreamis still alive.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

| want to thank our |eader, Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for continuing to bring
this resolution forward so that nmenbers can
reflect on Dr. King and his past and his history.

It's always good to hear Senator
Larkin's nenories of what happened on the ground

during that tine.
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It's good to hear our first piece
from Senator Bailey. | look forward to his tine
and tenure here with us in the State Senate.

| wanted to cone froma different
angle. | was heartened by all of the events that
happened in ny district | eading up to and
i ncluding on MLK Day, all of the people that have
recomm tted thensel ves to maki ng sure that they
followed his resolutions to understand that what
Martin Luther King was trying to do was to uplift
all of us through nonviol ence, through protest
t hat was determ ned, that was focused, that was
focused on achi eving an issue.

Al'l of the things that happened this
weekend, from people building honmes with Habitat
for Humanity in my district, from peopl e working
wi th young people to nake sure that they
understood the history of Dr. Martin Luther King
by putting on denonstrations, by having people
that actually marched in Sel ma conme back and tal k
to young peopl e about their experience marching
in Selma, from people putting together coat
di stributions for poor people in ny district or
peopl e that were inpoverished that needed hel p.

Peopl e actually going to hones and giving them an
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opportunity to experience a neal or an
opportunity for fellowship. For churches that
have prograns that opened the doors to their
church all day.

There's a spirit in this country,
there's a spirit in nmy district of people that
are doing service on a regular basis, and they
did a special service on Dr. King' s holiday.

And | hope that that spirit
continues throughout ny district, also continues
t hroughout the Senate, throughout here in Al bany.
As we deal with the issues of our budget, as we
deal with the things that we have to deliberate
on, that we do it in a positive spirit, that we
do it in articulating our concerns and passi ons
in a way that can be understood by all nenbers
and all of the people that we encounter, that we
do it in the spirit of Martin Luther King,
focused on making sure that there's action behind
our words, that there's an opportunity for all of
us to understand that as we nove forward in the
things that we're passionate about, as we deal
with the issues of concern that come before us in
this legislative body, that we do it in a way

that we can bring all people together, that we
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can continue to nmove this state forward, that we
can continue to find ways to find conmon ground
to make things happen.

So | just want to again thank all of
the groups in nmy district that have put together
prograns and al so have pl edged to continue
activities of service so that they can make sure
that their children and that their children's
children can benefit fromthe best of what we
have in Anerica, and in the spirit of Martin
Lut her King, finding ways to work together and
not be apart.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

| wanted to thank our |eader, Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, of the Denocratic Conference,
and Senator Larkin and all of ny coll eagues for
speaki ng so powerfully and eloquently on this
resol ution.

You know, we live now in a nostalgic
period as the final days of President Cbhama's

adm ni stration are wi ndi ng down, which | think
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woul d please Dr. King, to see another towering
figure in American history be inspired by
Dr. King's work

But here in our own chanber, as
Senat or Montgonery al luded to, so many of us --

i ncl udi ng our newest Senator, Senator Bailey --
have been inspired by the work of Dr. King. As
has my conmunity, the LGBT conmunity.

Dr. King literally wote the book on
organi zing the March on Washi ngton for Jobs and
Freedom And | understand that generations
following him including the LGT comunity,
| ooked at the principles of organizing that he
set forth.

And it's worth noting that one of
t he individuals who hel ped wite this panphl et
and was one of Dr. King's chief |ieutenants was a
gentl eman by the nane of Bayard Rustin, who was a
gay man and was known openly to be gay in
Dr. King's circles. He faced great persecution
fromthe FBI as a result of his sexual identity,
but he renmi ned open and proud and defiant as
both an African-Anmerican male and as a gay man.

And I'd Iike to nmention the fact

that Bayard Rustin's hone is in ny Senate
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district in Chelsea, in the affordabl e housing
co-op known as Penn South. And just this year,
the national and state registries named Bayard
Rustin's hone an inportant national |andmark.

So thank you to ny coll eagues, and
thank you to the nenory of Dr. King

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, the
sponsors would like to open this resolution up
for cosponsorship. |f someone does not wish to
be a cosponsor, they should notify the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do
not wi sh to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or Lanza.
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SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
believe there is a privileged resolution at the
desk by Senators Flanagan and Klein. My we
pl ease have the title read and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate resol ution
by Senators Flanagan and Kl ein, establishing a
Sel ect Conmittee on Technol ogy and | nnovati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,
Senat or Fl anagan, with Senator Klein, hands up
the followi ng commttee assignnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The

committee assignnents will be filed in the
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Journal . So ordered.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,
Senat or Fl anagan, with Senator Klein, hands up
the foll owi ng I ndependent Denocratic Conference
committee assignnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN To be
filed in the Journal. So ordered.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, in
consultation with Senator Stewart- Cousins,
Senat or Fl anagan hands up the follow ng conmttee
assi gnment s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN To be
filed in the Journal. So ordered.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,

t here being no further business, | nove we
adj ourn until Mnday, January 23rd, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN: On
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notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,

January 23rd, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days

being |l egislative

days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:30 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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