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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO In the
absence of clergy today, | ask all nenbers to
pl ease bow their head in a nonent of silent
reflection and prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 16th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday,

January 15th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal will stand approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.
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Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Read the Assenbly nmessage.

THE SECRETARY: On page 5, Senator
Amedore noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee
on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 373 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 981,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports of state
of ficers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I n
consultation with Senator Klein,
Senat or Fl anagan hands up the foll ow ng
committee assignnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
committee assignnents are received and shall be
made a part of the official record.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Next, in

consultation with Senator Klein,

Senat or Fl anagan hands up the foll ow ng

| ndependent Denocrat Conference conmttee
assi gnment s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
assignnments are received and will be made part
of the permanent record.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I1'd like to
now call an imedi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 4:03 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 4:16 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senate will return to order.

Pl ease can | have sone order in the
house. Senate is now in session.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, It's ny
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understanding that there's a report fromthe
Rules Committee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
a report of the Rules Cormittee at the desk, and
the Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fl anagan,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 362, by Senator Fel der,
an act to amend the General Gty Law,

Senat e 504, by Senator Diaz, an act
to amend the Penal Law,

Senat e 804, by Senator Al cantara, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law,

Senate 1195, by Senator Avella, an
act to anend the Volunteer Firefighters' Benefit
Law,

Senate 1196, by Senator Avella, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law,

Senate 1411, by Senator Giffo, an
act to anend the Volunteer Firefighters' Benefit
Law,

Senate 1680, by Senator Tedi sco, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law,

Senat e 1859, by Senator DeFranci sco,
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an act to anmend the |Insurance Law

And Senate 1861, by Senator O Mara,
an act to amend the Uniform Justice Court Act.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Al in
favor of accepting the Commttee on Rul es report
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
committee report is accepted and before the
house.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Move to
accept the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
committee report has been accept ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, can we

now go to the -- just call up Bill Number 362,
Print Number 362. That's Cal endar Nunber -- it's
on the suppl enmental cal endar, | assune.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO
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Suppl enent al Cal endar Nunber 35.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Cal endar
Nunmber 35, correct.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO So the
Secretary will read Print Number 362, by
Senat or Fel der, Cal endar Number 35. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 35,
by Senator Fel der, Senate Print 362, an act to
anend the General City Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Lay the
bill aside.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, can we
now take up the controversial reading of
Cal endar Nunber 35.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will ring the bell for the
controversi al reading.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 35,
by Senator Fel der, Senate Print 362, an act to

anend the General City Law
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President. |If the sponsor would pl ease yield
for sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Fel der, do you yield?

SENATOR FELDER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Fel der vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So we have debated this bill in the
past, and there are -- | think there may only be
one change to this bill this year. Could the
Senat or pl ease explain how his bill has changed
fromlast year till this year?

SENATOR FELDER: Yeah. Last year's
bill applied to everyone in New York State. This
year's bill is only for New York City.

And | ast year we had a | ong
conversation about whether the sale of plastic
bags woul d be permitted at all, and the | anguage
inthe bill this year nmakes it clear that if
anyone wants to sell bags, they're allowed to.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | couldn't hear
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t he sponsor's | ast sentence, M. President. |If
he coul d repeat the | ast sentence.

SENATOR FELDER: (Loudly.) Sure.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Fel der, can you repeat that, please?

SENATOR FELDER: So the other part
of the change in the bill is that it was -- we
had a di scussi on about whet her anyone woul d be
permtted to sell bags at all. So we clarified
t he | anguage so that there'd be no question that
i f anyone wants to sell bags, they can sell bags.
If they want to sell whatever, they can sel
whatever. And that there would not be any
probl em

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Fel der, do you yield?

SENATOR FELDER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So this bill would override the Gty
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of New York's l|ocal |aw but not override any of
the other localities in the state that have
passed simlar laws; is that correct?

SENATOR FELDER: Can you clarify
t he question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

So there are multiple localities
t hroughout New York State that have passed bills
identical or very simlar to the bill that the
City of New York has passed through its
City Council and has been signed by its nayor.
This bill before us today woul dn't outlaw any of
the other localities in the State of New York's
local bills, it would only do away with the right
of the City of New York to have this local |aw
for itself. |Is that correct?

SENATCR FELDER: That is correct.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR FELDER: Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: G ven the history

of the State of New York and even the
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constitutional concept of honme rule and the
precedents of this house -- the Senate to
recogni ze, through home rule, the locality's

right to legislate issues that affect the

locality only -- why should we override history,
precedent, perhaps the Constitution -- | think
that is still a debate -- and take an action

where this house overrides a |ocal government's
| aw applying only to itself?

SENATOR FELDER: Are there any
ot her people that we're going to be hurting?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, is the sponsor asking ne to yield
to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. It's a
rhetorical question, | believe.

SENATOR FELDER: Absol utely not.
|"'mtalking to nyself. But I -- 1 -- 1 --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Fel der.

SENATOR FELDER: -- | forgive you
for interrupting ne.

But it sounds to ne |ike you made

two points. One point was the original debate we

had | ast year about whether the bill that we're
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presenting violates all the things you nentioned.
And now | think a second point that you nmade is
the -- whatever you want to call it, the applying
it only to New York City, not to the others.

And if that's what you asked, so on
the first count we spent a long tinme | ast year.
You said that we were in violation of preventing
| ocalities fromrunning their governnents. And |
said that we would never do such a thing because
| ocalities have the right to do what they feel is
best for the people they serve.

They do not have a right, they do
not have a right to violate state law. And under
state law, localities cannot do sone things
wi t hout state perm ssion, and one of themis to
inmpose a tax. And in New York City, Mayor de
Blasio intends to inplenment a nickel a bag tax in
|l ess than a nonth fromtoday, and it is a tax.
And | can spend sone tinme debating whether |I'm
right, and I'm sure you can spend sone tinme
debati ng whether you're right, and it will be the
sanme di scussi on.

So | would just say on the second
note -- not about whether it's a fee or a tax or

whet her we're taking away the rights of
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| ocalities, because | believe that argunent is
really not about anything, that's about trying to
use sonething as an argunment. Because we're not
taki ng away any rights of the localities. What
we're telling the localities is just the
opposite: You can't do whatever you want. You
just can't do whatever you want.

There's a state | aw on the books
t hat mandates stores to provide the opportunity
for people to recycle. And if we want to
encour age people to recycle -- and that's a good
thing -- we should do so. But you can't do
what ever you want. And New York City can't cone
al ong and cone up with this new creature.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR FELDER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So to clarify,
t he sponsor is proposing New York State pass a

law to stop New York City fromsonething it did
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through local aw. So the sponsor is proposing
that we at the State of New York shoul d supersede
| ocal | aws whenever we don't |ike then?

Because |' m gat hering he doesn't
like this New York City law. He's interpreted it
to be a tax, which just to go on record, it is
not a tax because in fact he is correct, we don't
allow our localities to approve new taxes upon
t hensel ves. That the Legislature holds for
itself.

So it's not a tax because the noney
will not go to the governnment, and hence it's not

a tax or even legally a tax fee, because it's not

a fee going to the governnent. So -- but it is a
bill where we will be saying we don't |ike the
local law -- not we don't |like the local law for

any other locality in the State of New York in
counties and cities throughout that have al ready
passed it, we just don't like the local |aw for
the Gty of New York. And so it's within our
power to pass this bill, we're going to do so.
I's that what this --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO I's that
anot her perhaps rhetorical question, or is there

a direct question for himnow?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | just -- I'm
j ust doubl e-checking that | heard the Senator
correctly, that that's his position.

SENATCR FELDER: Vell, | have to
tell you that | never had any patience in school
to listen to anybody, so you're no different. |
heard the first few sentences, and | wasn't
focused later. But | mght be able to answer the
guesti on anyway.

Again, on the first question, both
you and | can spend the next three hours and
you'll say it's a fee, I'll say it's a tax. And
maybe if we say it fast enough, I'll get you to
make a mistake and say it's a tax. So | don't
want to waste New Yorkers' tine. That's an
argunment, and we can argue it for a long tine.

On the second point that you nade
about sort of distinguishing between New York
City and other localities, |I think for a change |
was pretty logical. And what we did here was say
there is a law going into effect February 15th.
To my understandi ng, any of the other localities
t hat have proposed simlar |egislation, at |east
two or three that I know of, their inplenentation

is in 2018. 2018 is a long time fromnow. And
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by that time there may be 30 others -- or sone of
t hose that proposed it nay decide they don't want
to do it anynore.

The reason |'m choosi ng New Yor k

City is because less than a nonth fromnow, it's

happening. [It's a question of a crisis. And
when a crisis comes up, I'"'mhandling -- or we're
trying to propose legislation that will prevent

the city fromviolating state | aw

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. |It's true we can debate forever,
but I think I"mjust going to be on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

SENATOR FELDER: "' mvery
di sappoi nt ed.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

The State of New York recogni zes
home rule rights of localities all the tine.
It's very hard to find exanples where the State
of New York's Legislature overrides |oca
government bills that have passed and been signed

into law by their executive. |It's exceptionally

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

214

very hard to find, and I'mnot sure we can find a
precedent, where local bills are passing in
various sections of our state -- counties,
cities. M city passed the bill, as have
hundreds of cities throughout the country,
including multiple cities and counties in our
state, and now we're being asked to supersede
| ocal rights and say we know better what the
right environmental answer is for your locality,
and we're going to supersede and stop you from
doi ng sonething that you have broadly discussed,
hel d hearings on, held votes on, won the vote on,
and had signed into | aw t hrough your | ocal normal
process.

| think it's a precedent that | fear
we may be wat chi ng about to happen at the
nati onal |evel on environnental law and is a
very, very dangerous precedent for the nation to
be appl yi ng supersedi ng of our environnental |aws
at the state level. And it is exceptionally
di sturbing to ne that now we would try to do the
sanme fromthe state |l evel to selected
|ocalities -- excuse nme, selected locality, only
one locality here in the State of New York

There are people who don't agree
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with what the city or other cities in our state
or other cities throughout the country and world
have done by making it a little nore expensive to
use plastic bags to change behavi or and
di scourage people fromcontinuing a pattern of
behavi or that costs us all, costs the environment
wi th increased environnental problens.

The science is very clear, and has
been docunented by pretty much every
envi ronnental organi zation |'ve ever heard of in
New York State, that the use of plastic bags
actually adds to the cost of |ocal sanitation
departnments, it increases the amobunt of waste
going into our waste stream [It's a particularly
probl ematic kind of waste because it easily ends
up in our water systems, on our streets, clogging
our sewers, choking animals in our water systens.

It's a particularly easy problemto
sol ve because there are easily accessible,
i nexpensive alternatives to the use of plastic
bags.

Are there other kinds of pollution
we should be |l egislating against? Yes. And |
hope that we do. That is not a response to not

addressing the very real problemof plastic bag
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pollution and the danage it is doing and the
extensive cost to our governnents and our
wat erways and our |and where the plastic bags are
piling up and doi ng damage.

Sonmeone before we cane in today
asked ne whether it wasn't true that since
pl astic bags take an exceptionally long tinme to
break down chem cally, aren't they not an
envi ronnmental problem And | told himl would
get himan answer, Senator from Staten |sland who
will go nanmeless. And | was assured by
envi ronnent al experts that that argunent is not
true, that the fact that the plastic bags are
there in our waste stream clogging up sewers,
wat ers, not breaki ng down but continuing to be
made out of dangerous chem cals that then in fact
| eak into our waste streamthrough production and
t hrough the bags floating, so to speak, through
everywhere is a real environnmental hazard its own
right. But thank you for that question.

The environmental organizations that
have written opposition are as broad as the
New Yor k League of Conservation Voters,
Envi ronnent al Advocates. The New York State

Conf erence of Mayors and Minicipal Oficials has
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wei ghed in in opposition to the bill,
hi ghli ghting that nmany communities throughout the
state are undertaking efforts to di scourage the
use of single-use carryout bags.

In addition to the sheer vol une of
these plastic bags that end up in our streets,
our parks, our landfills, one primary reason for
these efforts is the very limted narket for
pl astic bag recycling. And | believe we wll
have another bill on the floor today about
supporting the recycling of the bags. |'m not
opposed to a nodel where people attenpt to bring
t heir bags back, but in fact the recycling
options for themare extrenely limted, as has
been docunented, frankly, throughout this country
and throughout the world at this point.

W have three snokestacks from
Envi ronnental Advocates. W have nmenos fromthe
mayor of the City of New York and the
City Council, the Citizens' Canpaign for the
Envi ronnent, who's particularly concerned about
t he inmpact on our waterways. W have opposition
from NRDC, Natural Resources Defense Council.
Ah, let's see. (Going on, again, | said the three

snokestacks. W have -- California' s just passed
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an actual ban.

New York City explored goi ng down
the road of a full ban and determ ned that there
was a way to do it without the ban that all owed
peopl e the option of being able to use the bag
but woul d have a fee, not a tax -- does not cone
to the governnment, stays with the store -- that

woul d di scourage people fromusing the bags

because they woul d calculate, Ch, | can use
reusabl e bags, | can probably get the reusable
bags for nearly nothing or free. In the Gty of

New York, we're distributing free reusabl e bags
think alnost in every district every day of the
week.

They specifically put the bill
through with an exception for people who are
receiving SNAP or WC, the | owest-incone users of
food stores, recogni zing that that nickel could
have an inpact on the poorest New Yorkers. So
the Gty Council thought through why they were
maki ng an exenption for people who use SNAP or
W C.

And frankly, it's about the |east
i nvasi ve nodel the City of New York could have

come up with to attenpt to change people's
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behavi or and to voluntarily stop using these
bags. And what we know fromthe research in

ot her cities throughout the country who did
simlar or exactly the sane kinds of |laws --
guess what? |t changed people's behaviors. It
changed peopl e' s behavi ors by 60, 70, 80 percent
of the population in one, two, and three years.
In Europe, it's pretty hard to even find a

pl astic bag to go shopping with. People are
using all kinds of alternatives.

We can get there. It's not that
painful. But it's a huge win, far, far beyond
just the City of New York. Every comrunity that
goes down this road can tell you fromtheir own
experience it has been a huge win wthout
preventi ng peopl e who choose to want to continue
to pay a nickel a plastic bag to do so. O
peopl e who choose to take the plastic bags they
own and bring them back to the store and use them
again, to do so. That will also be their right.

So New York City could have done
sonmet hing nore extreme. But they couldn't have
actually created a tax. And they've nmade it
clear that they want the right to control their

own destiny froma small but inportant
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envi ronnmental change. And there's no negative
for the rest of us, but there's a huge win for
everyone every time we do sonething that changes
t he behavi or of our communities to be nore
proactive about not creating danmagi ng products to
our environnent, our clean air, our clean water.

It's so clear to ne that this is a
win/win for localities who make the decision to
go down this road that | find it fairly amazing
that here in the State of New York, where there's
so many critical issues we ought to be dealing
with, we're taking the time and energy to try to
override our |ocal governnents' desire to do the
right things for their people. And at a cost to
t hem because the collection and di sposal of
pl astic bags are estimated to cost the Cty of
New York $12.5 million to send to their
landfills, requiring over 700,000 garbage truck
trips just for the City of New York

So for ne, | say no nore unfunded
mandates on localities, because in fact passing
this bill would be a new unfunded nandate for the
City of New York because it's overriding the
| ocal |aw they've already passed.

Don't wal k down the road of setting
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t he precedent of overriding |ocal home rule,
whi ch | know many people in this house, both
parties, both sides of the aisle, feel fairly
strongly about when it cones to their
communi ti es.

And don't target the Cty of
New York among all other cities in the State of
New York for us to supersede and override their
| ocal government.

| " murging everyone to vote no,
M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man on the bill.

SENATOR HOYLIMAN: | agree,
M. President, that you have to consider the
priorities of the chanber when one of the first
bills out of the gate this session is about
pl astic carryout bags.

Let ne just state the obvious. This

is the New York State Senate, not the New York
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State City Council. If you want to run for
Cty Council, if you want to run for |ocal
of fice, you should do it. | encourage our

friends on the other side of the aisle to do it.
| hear the pay is better.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN: In the nmeantine,
this is a state office and we're supposed to be
considering state policies. And | do not think,
M. President, that a plastic bag law in New York
City is an appropriate subject natter.

And surely we have nore inportant
things to do than to revisit a local |aw again
t hat has been passed, duly passed by an el ected
| egislature after a | engthy deliberation process.
Let ne ask you, how many hearings have we had on
this version of this bill? Unless you consider
the bill-orama that just occurred in the other
room | asting about 10 mi nutes, zero.

And with all of the concern anong
our constituents about transparency, ethics,
accountability, I think it's a shane that we
ki ck-start this session with a discussion on
pl asti c bags.

Second, who are we to tranple on
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grassroots denocracy? Mst of the people voting
for this bill don't represent New York City.

This is the nullification of the wishes of a

| egi sl ative body representing 8.5 mllion people.
We don't have the legitimacy, in nmy opinion,

M. President, to tell themwhat to do. And the
assertion that sonmehow our house is nore
legitimate, that our decisions are nore valid
than that of a local legislature, |I find --

(Loud sneeze.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Bl ess you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Bl ess
you.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: -- |1 find
br eat ht aki ngly arrogant. You know, people in
gl ass houses should not throw stones. And |
think, M. President, that applies to us.

And third, what happened to that
great Republican principle of local control, that
| ocal | eaders know best? And I'Il tell you
what's happening to it all across this country.
Groups like the American Legislative Exchange
Council, funded by the biggest corporate
interests in Anerica, and other right-w ng

groups are using state legislatures |ike paws to
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preenpt local laws just like this. And it's a
really disturbing trend. They've used the state
| egislature to overturn LGBT rights in Charlotte,
North Carolina. They've used the state

| egislature to overturn paid sick |eave in

M | waukee, W sconsin, and Tenpe, Arizona.

They're using the state legislature to overturn
an increase of the m nimumwage in Birm ngham

Al abama and fracking bans in places |ike Denton,
Texas. And we shoul d have none of it.

The New York State Senate shoul dn't
be the pawn of the Anerican Chem stry Council,
the U S. Chanber of Commerce, the Anmerican
PetroleumlInstitute -- all corporate entities and
| obbyi ng organi zati ons that want you to vote for
this bill. That's why they're punping hundreds
of mllions of dollars across the country to
overturn plastic bag | aws just |ike New York
Cty's.

We have to stand up for |ocal
denocracy. Especially where a |egislature has
del i berated and passed | aws, we shoul d respect
them And let nme just tell you what the New York
City Council has done. They've had nunerous

heari ngs over the course of two years, extensive
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negoti ati ons and conprom se. They've had a
nunber of educational outreach events where

constituents were engaged and informed about the

i ssue.

And in a fell swoop, we're
attenpting to overturn that. | think it's
shaneful. |f you want respect, you have to give

respect. And if we want respect fromthe people
of New York State, then we should start
respecting | ocal government. It's the Uber [|aw,
right? W want to give localities the right to
institute ride-sharing. WlIl, what about
allowing New York City to strengthen its

envi ronmental | aws?

Moreover, M. President, we're
repealing a law wi thout a replacenent, a |aw that
addresses a $12.5 million annual cost to the Gty
of New York with no replacenent, no better idea,
not hi ng. Repeal and delay. Sounds famliar?

So | urge ny coll eagues to vote no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Hoyl nan.

Senat or Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
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M. President.

First, | want to thank Senator
Fel der for bringing this bill back to the fl oor
as quickly as he did. And for those of you who
are new to the chanber, you m ght not be aware,
but we took up this bill at the end of session
| ast year.

Contrary to what's been suggested,

t here has been hearings on this issue. 1In fact,
Senat or Fel der and | and sone others participated
in a five-hour hearing on this bill |ast spring,
bef ore he brought to the fl oor.

And it canme to the floor, and there
was excessive debate about it. Some of the same
argurments, | would imagi ne, were presented then
that you heard today fromthose who got up to
speak. And those of us who opposed it then I'm
sure will continue to oppose it.

And we opposed it for a variety of
reasons. One, it's an inconsistent application
because it's not all bags, it's sone bags in sone
stores. And sone people, but not all people.

It's not a tax, as it's been
descri bed, because as Senator Krueger has said,

it can't be called a tax because they need taxing
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authority from Al bany and we wouldn't give it to
them So it's really a fee.

But none of the nopbney goes to
envi ronnental causes. In fact, the stores get to
keep it, stores |ike supermarkets, |ike Stop
& Shop and Pathmark -- well, Pathmark doesn't
exi st anynore -- pick a supernarket.

Supermarkets don't need this noney. They don't
want this noney. They don't want to be
responsi bl e for keeping track of these bags.
They don't want the added requirenents of it.

Not a nickel of these nickels goes
into environnmental policy. It will do nothing to
reduce it. Al it will do is take nickels out of
t he pockets of hardworking constituents.

So | don't know anybody fromthe
Ameri can Chem stry Associ ation or whoever these
people are, all the noney they're spending trying
to overturn this. But I'll tell you who I have
heard from | have heard fromsenior citizens in
my district who say: "Senator, you need to do
somet hing about this plastic bag bill because |
can't afford to pay 5 cents a bag when | go to
the supermarket. | can't afford to take noney

out of ny pocket."
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And | know sone have said, Well,
we're only going to charge people who can afford
it, and we're going to encourage people to change
their behavior. But that's no guarantee.

Al so, we're going to -- people who
are on public assistance won't have to pay that
5 cents. But yes, they'll only have to do that
at the supermarket. These bags, the 5-cent fee
is also going to be on bags that you get at
pl aces |ike Macy's, like T.J. Maxx, |ike anywhere
you buy anything that can be put in a plastic
bag. So now are we going to require people to
take out their benefit card at Macy's to prove
that they don't have to pay that 5 cents? |
think it's offensive to do that to people.

And again, not a nickel of any of

these fees is going to go into environnental

policy. |It's sone bags in sone stores, not al
bags in all stores. |It's inconsistent, it's not
all people. It nakes very little sense.

And now with respect to | oca
government, | represent the north and east shores
of Staten Island and parts of South Brooklyn.
There are seven City Council menbers who

represent ny Senate district. Every single one
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of themvoted against this in the Cty Council

So they sent me up here to vote for this bill up
here, because what they weren't able to
acconplish in the New York City Council they want
nme to be able to deliver for themup here in

Al bany. They thought it was bad policy for the
City of New York, they lost the fight there, but
they want us to win the fight here.

I"'min this fight with you, Senator
Felder. It's the right one, because it's not
good environnental policy. |If we want good
envi ronnental policy, we would ban these bags
outright or we would require sonmething |ike we
did with the Bottle Bill, where the nickels would
go into a fund that would go into environnenta
policy. W would require recycling. W would do
sonmet hing about it. W're not doing that with
the way the city has proposed it.

And finally, we passed the bill at
the end of session. The Assenbly didn't nove it.
And the reason they didn't nove it is because the
City of New York asked for tine to come up with a
solution to the challenges that we raised in our
hearing and right here on this floor. And they

asked to -- they agreed to delay the
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i mpl enentation from Cctober to February, and they
asked for tine to negotiate with the nmenbers of
the Senate and the Assenbly to come up with a

sol uti on.

And to date, they have not come up
with anything in any way, shape or form They
have noved forward with the inplenmentation, even
notifying stores of what will happen if they
don't do this. So they did not negotiate in good
faith. W cannot trust them W need to nove
this bill, we need to pass it, and we need to
hope that the Assenbly does it as quickly as
wel | .

| vote in the affirmative. Thank
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Savi no.

Senat or Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

My friend Senator Fel der has cone up
with an interesting situation. And you can
actual ly make argunents on both sides on this
one.

| too am puzzled why the city didn't
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put the noney into an environnental fund, why
they didn't put it into affordabl e housing.
mean, you could nane a dozen worthy things that
t hey shoul d have put the noney into if we were
going to do this noney.

| too have been sent by ny
constituents, and some of ny Council peopl e have
al so got in touch with ne and said that they are
in support of this bill. 1 actually called there
and said, Wat's going on? Wy aren't we doing
it? Sone are saying that they have an anendnent
that they're going to propose to do exactly sone
of the things that we nentioned -- environnent,
housi ng, things of that nature.

| am al so curious -- and perhaps
it's just a question of timng; ny friend has not
been known to be the best in timng -- why
New York City would cone out the door first. Wy
woul d you lead with that as your first punch?
You may want to have it as your second or third
or sonething of that nature.

So those are things that are on ny
mnd and will weigh heavily as | vote.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
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you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

| rise in strong support of this
| egislation, and | want to conmend Senator Fel der
for his | eadership on this issue, for | ooking out
for the little guys.

And this issue is so inportant in so
many ways. There's no question that these bags
shoul d be recycled. | think everyone in this
chanber agrees with that. And we have
| egislation that we are passing today to deal
with recycling. And | believe that there's nore
t hat can be done.

But there is nothing, nothing in
Mayor de Blasio's bag tax that will encourage
people to recycle these plastic bags. Zero,
zi ppo, nothing. And all this does is intrude
into people's lives, create an even heavier
burden on fam lies and smal | businesses.

And Senat or Hoyl man, what is
arrogant is when people interfere in people's
lives so deeply. Wiat is shaneful is the

addi tional burdens that this initiative, the bag
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tax, would place on famlies. And we have to
remenber that. W are here to protect people,
not intrude in their |ives.

So | just want to say this is a
great bill. And | also want to say that this
Senat e has an environnmental record to be proud
of. W are | eaders across the country. The
Envi ronnental Protection Fund is sonething that
we have prioritized, we have prioritized clean
wat er, and we have prioritized recycling through
past |egislation. Wy not do an education
program for the public instead? Wy not let the
public know how i nportant it is to recycle,
rat her than inposing another suffocating burden
on thenf

So thank you, Senator Felder, for
your | eadership for putting this inmportant issue
forward. And I think we all in this chanber
shoul d be voting yes on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Young.

Senat or Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President. How s your father?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Good.
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SENATOR DI AZ: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Diaz on the bill.

SENATOR DI AZ: But before | say
anything, M. President, | want to make it clear
to everyone that | amnot filibustering to stop
you guys fromgoing to the Governor's to |listen
to his presentation of the budget. The Governor
has taken the day to present the budget at 5 p. m
to the Denocratic Conference, then at 6:00 he
will present it to the Assenbly, and at 7:00 he
has a press conference. So this is a very, very
nice way to divide and conquer. But |I'mnot --
to all of you who are going, |'m not
filibustering you.

But about the bill, it was said by
one of our coll eagues that those that are voting
for this bill do not reside in the Gty of
New York, and that those who are voting in favor
of the bill don't live in the city, therefore you
are not supposed to be voting for this bill.
That's what | understood.

Before | came to the Senate, | used

to be a Gty Council nenber, making $90, 000 a
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year --
(Laughter.)
SENATOR DI AZ: -- and $10, 000 as

the chairman of the Aging Conmttee. So | was

maki ng $100, 000 in 2002, and | left that to cone

here to make $79, 000.

So before anybody says "Go back to
the Gty Council,” |I might go. | mght go. I’
pl anni ng to.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DI AZ: But | already | ost
half a mllion dollars in the time that |'m her

M. President, it was also said th
this is the New York State Senate, that we're
supposed to be dealing with other issues. Well
| represent the 32nd Senatorial District in the
Bronx. A poor district. Many senior citizens,
many peopl e that need a break.

When you take 5 cents away froma

senior citizen, when you take 5 cents away from a

poor person in our comrunity to be given to a
nmerchant, that's an atrocity. That is sonmethin
that we are supposed -- we, we, we, the city
representatives here, are supposed to be

protecting the poor people that we represent.

m

e.

at

g

To
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come here and |isten to people that are supposed
to be representing poor people, senior citizens,
who tell other people that would like to protect

the poor that they don't live in the city, that

don't get involved -- | was not even going to
talk today, but | said no, | got to talk. | got
to tal k.

Because this is wong. It is wong.

W represent senior citizens and many of us,
especially the legislators fromthe city -- not
Li z Krueger. She represents a very high cl ass.
So I"'mgoing to excuse Liz Krueger fromthat.
But | cannot excuse any other legislator fromthe
city that represents poor nei ghborhoods, that
represents black and Hi spani c poor people, that
represents senior citizens, to cone here and tel
ot her people, Let's vote to have our poor people
pay 5 cents, and you that don't live in the city,
don't get involved. Ha, ha, ha, ha. That is
wrong. That is wong.

W' re here -- and thank you,
M. Felder, for taking this, and thank you all of
you that put in this right away, in the start of
this session. Right away, put it in there right

away. Let's show that we care for our senior
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citizens. Let's show that we care for our black
and Hi spani ¢ poor people in our nei ghborhoods.
Let's show -- let's show -- let's show everyone
that we have not sold out. W're not selling
out. We're here to represent you.

You know what the City Council is
doing? And I'monly -- I"'monly -- everywhere
that 1 go, I"'monly one voice. Everywhere that I
go, |I'malways one voice. | don't go to see
who's followi ng me or who doesn't follow nme. |'m
al ways one voice. Like it or not like it, one
voice. M, nyself and |

And you know what the City
Council -- the great Gty Council of New York
you know, they take our taxi drivers, the black
and Hi spanic taxi drivers, especially the
Hi spani c ones, and they put sone thousand
dollar -- if you pick a passenger fromthe 96th
down, 96th Street down, if you pick -- if you
pi ck a passenger there, you pay a thousand-doll ar
fine the first tine. The second tinme, $3,000.
And the third time, $10,000. So that's the great
City Council. That's the great New York City
Council protecting our comrunity, our people.

Don't talk to me about the great City Council.
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Right now | read the other day a
report in the New York Tines -- by the way,
read the New York Tines.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DI AZ: | read a report in
the New York Tines that they are paying sone
senior centers nore noney to function than other
senior centers. So the senior centers in our
areas are paid about $5 per client, and senior
centers in other areas are paid about $50 per
client.

So all this is the great Gty
Council of New York, the great City Council of
the Gty of New York that you guys don't get
i nvol ved, you don't live there. Let our people
go to -- anywhere. But now, today, today,

M. Felder and all of you that don't live in the
city, please join M. Felder. Help us protect
our senior citizens in the Cty of New York

Hel p us protect our black and H spanic poor

resi dents.

By the way, help ne protect ny
constituents in the 32nd Senatorial District.
need your help. | need you to help ne protect --

inny district, | have 22 senior centers. 1In the
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32nd Senatorial District, | have 22 senior
citizen centers. | need you, people that don't
live in the city, to help me out today by voting
in favor of Senator Felder's bill to protect

t hose senior centers that | represent, those
senior citizens that | represent.

| represent many, nmany poor people
in the 32nd Senatorial District. | need you to
hel p nme protect those people. Five cents, 5
cents here, 5 cents there, 5 cents there -- you
know sone of them you know what they do, they
call it anti-borough, to | eave. And then today
we're going to say, okay, let's put nore -- let's
take 5 cents fromyou and give it to the grocery
store or to Macy or to all those nmerchants.

So the great New York City Council
the laws that they pass, nost of them are agai nst
our own people. And today | hope, | hope that we
show that this Senate chanber, we take tinme to
protect the poor, we take tinme to protect the
needy, we take time to protect the senior
citizens. And let's send a nmessage to everyone
that we take tine starting the session. There
was a guy, there was a Jew guy, a Jew guy nhaned

Si ntha Fel der that said "No nore," and today we

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

240

are joining Sincha Felder in saying Unh-unh,
sorry for you guys, the poor and the needy has
voi ces in this chanber.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Diaz.

Senator Croci .

SENATCOR CROCI : M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Croci on the bill.

SENATCOR CROCI : M. President, |
find nmyself, oddly, in violent agreenment with ny
col | eagues on the other side in two regards. One
is their deep concern and respect for hone
rule -- which, as a former elected |ocal elected,
| amcommtted to -- but also to find the | east
intrusive way and support the |east intrusive way
to get these plastic bags out of our refuse
cycle, out of our waste cycle.

Bet ween New York City and the
Hanptons is a place called Long Island, in
Suffol k County, and there's what many on the
ot her side mght call the drive-through area, is

the 3rd Senate District. And if we focus down a
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little nore, we get to a little municipality, the
third largest in the state, called the Town of
Islip. In the late 1990s, the Town of Islip
built a waste-to-energy facility which produces
$3.4 million worth of power a year and burns

165, 000 tons of our househol d munici pal waste.

W do not have active landfills for househol d
muni ci pal waste in the Town of Islip and haven't
si nce 2000.

I f you | ook at the European nodel,
whi ch was nentioned as well, blocks away fromthe
U.N. Conference on Cinmate Change is one of the
| argest waste-to-energy facilities in all of
Eur ope, producing 52 nmegawatts of power a year.

So in the Town of Islip we take that
noney that we get fromtaking our municipality
waste, converting it into power, and we pay down
the tax |l evy for our residents.

| amvoting for this |egislation,
first and forenost, because | do believe it's a
tax -- and as a fornmer |ocal elected official, it
woul d have been nice to willy-nilly been able to
deci de when and when we did not have taxes, but
that is the prerogative of the State Legislature.

| agree with ny col |l eagues on t hat
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interpretation -- but also because | think we
need to be nore three-di nmensional in our energy
policy in this state and how we treat our
househol d muni ci pal wast e.

There are better ways to do it.

W' ve been doing it in Long Island and in that
muni ci pality for many years, and | think if the
City Council or any other municipality wants to
deal with two big problens right away, waste and
energy, this is a way of doing it. As a matter
of fact, in Paris, the excess steam heat they use
to heat some of the nuseuns in Paris.

So there are a | ot of things that
are not contenplated in the laws that are being
proposed to do a |l audable thing, which is protect
the environment. But we should not be passing
down a cost to people who can least afford it
when there are other ways, |less intrusive ways,
of doing it.

So I'll be voting for Senator
Fel der's legislation, and I commend him for
bringing it to the floor. Thank you,

M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank

you, Senator Croci
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Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very
much, M. President. And | thank ny coll eagues
for their words. | thank Senator Hoyl man
especially for | think really boiling this issue
down.

Let's be clear, this is about city
legislation in a city in our state -- a big city,
acity alot of us represent, but a city a |lot of
us also don't represent. And, you know, there's
kind of a pattern and a history here, frankly in
this house nore than in the other house, of from
time to tinme having strong opi nions about what
one city, but only one city in our state -- or
| ocality, per Senator Croci -- is allowed or not
al l owed to do.

It's true when that city wants to do
sonmet hing about traffic; it's true on property
taxes, not just in that city, that the state
controls it; it's true about housing.

And you know, it's a strange thing.
Because if | were to stand up here and start
tal ki ng about what the Cty of Jamestown shoul d
and shoul dn't do, that would certainly appal

Senat or Young, who represents the Gty of
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Jamestown, and | bet it would appall a lot of ny

ot her coll eagues. Because you know what, it

really wouldn't be appropriate. |If they were
operating within state law -- there's a question
of semantics here -- under the law, there's no

way this is a tax. Whatever the semantics are,
and | understand the senmantics here, it's just
not. So we're not talking about a city or a

| ocality operating outside of the | aw

We're tal king about a local city
that wants to do sonething, has a duly elected
| egislature to do it, and this body, people who
don't represent that community, are saying
different.

There are people in this house who
do represent that community who di sagree. That's
a different question. That's not the reason this
bill is going to pass. It's not the reason it
was brought to the floor so early in session.

If I were to stand up here and talk
about the Town of Islip's policy for reducing
muni ci pal waste is crazy in terns of one of the
details, and | want to pass a law to change it,
and boy am | going to vote to do that, | think

Senat or Croci would be offended. | hope he would
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be as offended. As soneone who advocates for his
district, 1'msure he would be.

You know, it just doesn't nake sense
for us, just because the State Constitution
allows it, to constantly underm ne the duly
el ected representatives in our cities and towns
across this state. It doesn't. This bill
passed, whether you agree with it or disagree
with it. If you don't represent New York City,
trust and respect its legislature. 1 would do
the sane for the Gty of Jamestown, | would do
the sane for the Town of Islip, | would do the
same for the city of Niagara Falls, the Cty of
Pl att sburgh, the Cty of Riverhead, towns and
cities throughout.

We spend too nuch tinme in Al bany
telling | ocal governnments that they can't do
certain things. Let theminnovate, |et them nake
a decision. | don't think we should pass this
bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Ham | t on.

SENATOR HAM LTON: Yes,

M. President. | rise to speak on the bill also.
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And | have to agree with ny
col | eague Senator Squadron. It seens, for sone
reason, we only have honme rule when it doesn't
apply to the Gty of New York. Half the
popul ation of this state cones fromthe City of
New York. And for sonme reason now, elected
officials, the Gty Council nmenbers now, don't
know what they' re doing.

You have 51 City Council menbers in
New York City. A vote was taken, a vote was
passed, and now what we have is called forum
shopping. Wereas if you just -- if you lose in
New York City, we're going to sort of forum shop
and conme to the state and overrule the Gty of
New Yor k.

| have a problemw th that. Not
with the bill itself, but | have a problemwth
forum shopping that every tine we speak about
home rule in this chanber, it never applies to
New York City. And as Senator Squadron said, |
woul d never interfere with another Senator in
this chanber if the body fromthat Senator's
district voted on a particular issue.

But for sone reason, since |'ve been

in this chanber, when it cones down to affecting
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the 8 mllion people in New York City, people
fromthe County of HamiIton, with 4,000, have an
opi nion on what's happening with 8 mllion people
in New York City.

And New York City is a distinct
place. | respect the Cty Council nenbers in
New York City, as | do the Senators in this
chanber. And if the federal government were to
overrule us all the time in what we did, we'd be
up in the arms. W would be up in arnms in this
chanber if the federal governnent felt that what
we voted on here wasn't appropriate or that we
didn't know what we were doing.

So for this chanber to say that the

City Council in New York City does not know what

they are doing, tone, | find alittle offensive.
So the bill itself, | have no
problemwi th the bill. But | do have a problem

with this chanber telling the popul ation of
New York City, You always don't know what you're
doi ng.

And so a classic case again, we're
going to supersede the will of half the
popul ation of this state, we're going to forum

shop again. And when we lose in New York City,
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we'll just cone to the State Senate and say, you
know what, those people in New York State, they
don't know what they're tal king about. They're
not bright. You know, there's a ot of crine
down there. They don't know what they're doing.
You know, we are the voice of reason in this
chanber and New York City needs our hel p, needs
our brain power to make sure they can see the
l'i ght.

| don't know what light it is, but
maybe it's a light that they believe that we
shoul d be seei ng.

So at this point in time, because of
t hi s chanber continuously neglecting hone rule in
New York City, | cannot vote on this bill.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, on
the bill.

| rise as someone who does live in
New York City and who does represent the people
of New York City. |'msure sone of ny coll eagues
| ament that fact, but you can hel p yoursel ves out

and just join ny secession bill.
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(Laughter.)

SENATCOR LANZA: | rise to address
sonme of the points that have been nade.

And | first want to thank Senator
Fel der for bringing forth the right priority to
begin this session, a priority which speaks for,
as Senator Diaz said, the people back home. That
we recogni ze their plight. They're sick of being
ni ckel -and-dinmed to death. And you know what
el se they're sick of, M. President? They're
sick of having their intelligence insulted.

The bag tax is not about the
environment. That is a lie, and we all know
that. It is a tax. Maybe the peopl e of
Staten Island and Brooklyn are a little
different, but when I go hone and say, "From now
on, every tinme you shop at the supernmarket or
Target or Kohl's or Macy's and you make a
purchase, they're going to charge a fee and
you're going to get nothing in return for that
fee" -- where | conme from we call that a tax.

In response to the proposal that
this is not a state issue, | suggest that people
refer to the State Constitution. Taxes are a

state matter.
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And in ternms of not telling people
back hone what to do, or not, or usurping the
| ocal municipality's right to govern, | have news
for you all. Every single statew de | aw we pass
here in this body tells people everywhere in the
state what they can or cannot do. That is our
responsibility. That is what we call a state
law. A state law affects and has jurisdiction
i n nost cases, over every municipality in this
state, including New York City.

And | want to understand, |I'mtrying
to understand the logic froma certain Senator
from Manhattan, who shall also remain nanel ess,
this environnental argunent which says plastic
bags -- and if | quote you wong, let ne know --
pl astic bags destroy the |and, they clog the
wat erways, they choke animals, they bring on al
manner of environnmental apocal ypse.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | didn't say
"apocal ypse. "

SENATOR LANZA: "' m ad-1i bbi ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's a good word,
but | did not use it.

SENATOR LANZA: It sounded |ike you
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wer e describing an environnental apocal ypse to be
brought on by plastic bags.

Al that's okay. You can destroy
the land -- because that's what the bag tax is
saying -- you can clog waterways, you can choke
animal s, and you can bring on the environnmental
apocal ypse, as long as you pay a nickel. That is
ridiculous. And it is absurd, it really is. And
t he peopl e back honme, they know as rmuch.

And one last point, | find it hard
to be lectured by sonme of ny friends from
Manhatt an about the environnment, especially when
if cones to the landfills. Let's not forget, the
people | represent in ny Staten |Island, we
suffered through one of the worst environmental
disasters in the history of the State of New
York, perpetrated, perpetrated by the people in
the Gty Council and by the people of Manhattan
and by sonme of the very so-called environnmental
groups that are being quoted today who are
opposed to this bill who said we should keep the
Fresh Kills Landfill open. So I'mnot going to
be | ectured about the environnent from people who
perpetrated that environnmental crine and who

sued, who sued to keep that landfill open.
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This is a great bill because it
speaks for the best interests of the people we
represent back home. And | want to thank Senat or
Fel der, and | want to encourage ny coll eagues to
vote in favor his bill.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Senat or Par ker.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Parker on the bill.

SENATCOR PARKER: First let ne thank
Senat or Felder for his |eadership on this issue
and for raising this inmportant bill, both about
two things, both about home rule but al so about
envi ronnent al justi ce.

| think nost of ny colleagues, with
all due respect, are mssing the point. This
bill is not about a tax. This bill is not about
nmoney. This bill, with all due respect to
Senat or Diaz, is not about poor people or
comunities of color froma financial

per specti ve.
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This is about protecting our nost
i mportant physical resource, which is this
pl anet. And we are -- speaki ng of apocal ypses,
Senator Lanza, that we are in the mdst of
creating our own environmental apocal ypse right
now.

And you're absolutely right. |
think to the degree that the Gty Council has
made a mistake with this bill is because the
bill, frankly, is a half-neasure. They really
shoul d have been, according to Senator Savino,
all plastic bags under all circunstances. And
frankly, 5 cents is not enough. It should have
been 10 cents.

This is not about a tax or a fee or
a way to collect nore noney for environmental
pur poses or anything else. This is sinply to
create a deterrent for people to use plastic bags
wi t hout banning them And what we have found,

t hrough both the survey research as well as
actual inplenentation in places |ike California
and Washington, D.C., is that in fact plastic bag
taxes actually do work in ternms of significantly
reduci ng the nunber of plastic bags that

conmuni ti es use.
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And this is nost inmportant in black
and Latino communities, which are nore burdened
by environnmental racismand in which we find the
nost power plants and brownfields and nucl ear
waste and all kinds of other things.

And so | rise to oppose this bill
not because it's a bad bill, but I think that we
are really mssing the point. That we really
ought to be | ooking at an opportunity to go al
the way in ternms of protecting this planet. And
we really need to, as Senator Lanza is
i ndicating, not try to reproduce the horrors of
things like the Arthur Kill Landfill that we saw
in Staten Island. But we need to be | ooking at
our landfills. W need to be doing surveys, we
need to be seeing what are the things that
New Yorker are putting in these landfills. W
ought to be | ooking at waste mtigation and see
what we can take out of these landfills, like
pl astics bag -- which, frankly, never break down,
like ever. And then we need to be, in fact,
figuring out recycling, which we can build a
whol e new green econony on in the State of
New York, and/or replacing it with other things.

And so al though |I'm opposing this
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bill, I"'mreally standing here to pl edge nysel f
to the menbers of this body to work with you in
order to figure out sonme real alternatives to
savi ng our precious resource, which is this

pl anet, and particularly the environnent of the
great State of New York.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.

| rise as sonmeone who does not
reside in New York City. | rise as a Senator who
represents the Finger Lakes region -- pristine,
cl ean, freshwater |akes, prime agricultural
soils, and three of the largest landfills in the
northeastern United States.

And when | hear about speaking only
if you're fromNew York City, | just want to take
a mnute to explain that in ny region we take
waste from nost of the communities represented
here. Downstate waste cones up into our
landfills.

In addition to being the Senator who

represents this district, | also rise as sonmeone
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who has worked in the waste industry for al nost
ten years, auditing landfills, transfer stations

and recycling centers.

| want you to know that | wll be
voting in the affirmative today. | wholly
support recycling efforts. | |ove hearing about

di scussi ons, future discussions about statew de
wast e nmanagenent. But |1'Il be voting in the
affirmati ve because, based on ny experience, a
ni ckel tax doesn't change personal behaviors.
don't see that happening here. There are better
ways to address recycling wthout further
burdeni ng our citizens and our hardworki ng

busi ness owners.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

Seei ng and hearing no other Senator
that wi shes to be heard, debate is closed and the
Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

Secretary will call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO | want to
rem nd nenbers who will be explaining votes that
t hey have a two-m nute explanation rule, with the
exception of the sponsor.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

| amon record as saying that | do
not like the City Council bill. For one thing,
the noney is going back to the retailer, not to
any environnmental fund or to the state.

Secondly, it is a regressive tax,
not based on ability to pay. And | don't know
about ot her people in the chanber, but when | go
to the supermarket, | never cone out with only
one bag. This is not a 5-cent tax, this is a tax
on nultiple bags, often doubl e-bagged. So this
isS quite an expensive tax.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Excuse
me, Senator Stavisky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And | vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Excuse
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me. No, Senator Stavisky, I'msorry, | just
wanted to get some order in the house for you.
So you can conti nue.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And | vote aye.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you. Senator Stavisky to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

| s there any ot her individual that
would i ke to explain their vote?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Ckay, |
will allow Senator Felder to close with an
expl anat i on.

SENATOR FELDER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

In no specific order, I'd also like
to address sone of the comments nade.

The reason we're -- |I'msorry?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Cont i nue,
pl ease.

SENATOR FELDER: |"msorry. The
reason we're taking this up at this tine is
because the average New Yorker is sick and tired

of being lied to, lied to by Mayor de Bl asio and
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the Gty Council, who told us at the end of |ast
session that they want a delay in order to be
able to come back with a solution. And if we had
not brought it up, it would have just happened.
Vel |, New Yorkers don't like to be
dictated to, they don't like to be inposed on,
and, as sone of the sponsors, they don't |ike
being irritated. Wth all the problens that
New York City residents face, with all the
probl ens, including honel essness, the issues of
terrorism housing shortages, there's nothing
else that's nore inportant in New York City than

taxing its people a nickel over and over and over

agai n.

And when one of ny coll eagues gets
up and says "shaneful"” -- let me just get it
right -- "arrogant,” |I'll add. Shaneful
arrogant. 1'Il tell you what's shanmeful and

arrogant. The people in the outer boroughs --
this is a tale of two cities. There are
districts in Manhattan that the average incone
annually is very, very high. That's what many of
you |like to talk about, taxing the 1 percent, not
the 99 percent. Because you can get your

groceries delivered, or some of them can have
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their groceries picked up by their chauffeurs,
t heir nannies, or sonebody el se and pay for it.

But people in ny district and people
in Senator Diaz's district and other districts,
they go to the grocery with a shopping cart and
they schlep their groceries hone. And they need
t hose bags, because contrary to what people
say -- you want to encourage people to do the
right thing? -- we reuse the bags nore often and
nore tines than everybody.

So the bags, you want to encourage
themto do sonething positive, encourage themto
recycle it. Wiy doesn't Mayor de Bl asio take
part of the $5 mllion that was spent for
security on the ball dropping on New Year's Eve
and give people back a nickel if they don't take
a bag, give themback a dime if they don't take a
bag? No, no, no. W know better. W're going
to tax you. W're going to say, every tine you
take a bag, we're going to charge you

Well, ny constituents and | think
t he average New Yorker is sick and tired of being
told by the better people, the elite, what's good
for us. W are not interested.

So | say to ny constituents and to
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t he average person -- and when | tal k about the
average person, ny nother is not average. She is
t he best nother, by any neans. | don't talk to
her about plastic bags. But that's how I think
about the average person in New York -- doesn't
want anything, just don't bother ne. Let ne try
to do what | have to do without being irritated,
wi t hout bei ng picked on, w thout being driven out
of our mnds, and just |et us do our thing.

I f you want to do sonething right,
do it in a positive way. Encourage recycling,
educate recycling. And give peopl e sonething
back to encourage good behavi or, don't punish
t hem

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Fel der to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 35, those recorded in the negative are
Senators Al cantara, Breslin, Carlucci, Dlan,
Ham | t on, Hoyl man, Kam nsky, Kennedy, Krueger,
Latinmer, Montgonery, Parker, Rivera, Serrano,
Squadron, and Stewart-Cousins. Also Senator

Sanders. Al so Senator Bail ey.
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Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we now
take up, fromthe suppl enental cal endar, Cal endar
Nunber 39, Senate Bill 1196.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
Suppl ement al Senate Cal endar 3A, we will take up
Cal endar 39. The Secretary wll read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 39,
by Senator Avella, Senate Print 1196, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 39, those recorded in the negative are

Senat ors Akshar, Anmedore, DeFrancisco, Giffo and
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Hel m ng.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Now can we go

to the active list and do the noncontroversi al
readi ng, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W will
take up today's active |list, noncontroversial,
and the Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
by Senator Murphy, Senate Print 964, an act to
anmend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 5,
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by Senator Avella, Senate Print 972, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,
by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 975, an act to
amend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 11
by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 978, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Chapter 431 of the Laws of 2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 14,
substituted earlier by Menber of the Assenbly
Rosent hal , Assenbly Print 373, an act to anend
t he Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 16,
by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 983, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will continue.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 25,
by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 1214, an act to
anmend the General Municipal Law

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Lay the bil
asi de for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, The bil
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will be laid aside for the day.

That conpl etes the noncontroversi al
readi ng of today's active-list cal endar,
Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO First,
menbers shoul d be rem nded that the
Soci al Services Conmittee will be neeting
i mredi ately foll owi ng session in Room 123.

And then is there any further

busi ness?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There
will be a Social Services Conmittee neeting in
Room 123.

There is no further business before
t he desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, I n that case,
| nove to adjourn until Wdnesday, January 18th,
at 11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, January 18th, at 11:00 a.m

The Senate stands adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 5:36 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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