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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Rabbi Shruel
Zuckerman is with us today to give us the
i nvocation. He is the Rabbi of Young Israel of
Pel ham Par kway Jewi sh Center in the Bronx.

Rabbi ?

RABBI ZUCKERNMAN: Good nor ni ng.
|"d like to begin with an invocation, but |I'd
first like to affirmthe presence of God al ready
in this room

|"m standing in the presence of nen
and wormren who are commtted to serving and caring
for other human beings, for the people of the
State of New York. And there is very little
that's nore ennobling and nore dignified than
t hat .

In that vein, 1'd like to bless you
all. 1'dlike to bless you with wisdom 1'd like

to bless you with conpassion, and 1'd like to
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bl ess you with inspiration.

|"d like to bless you with wisdomto
understand the needs of the people of the State
of New York and, with wisdom to craft
| egislation to neet those needs.

|"d like to bless you with
conpassi on, conpassion to understand, to
appreciate, to genuinely feel the needs of sone
of the weakest and nost vul nerabl e nenbers of
society, and to help themto find creative ways
to help themcare for their own needs.

And finally, I'd like to bless you
with inspiration -- inspiration to appreciate
that your role here today and every day, both
here and in your district, is not just a
responsibility and a job, but is a sacred duty.
| ndeed, it's very inspiring.

|"d like to bl ess each and every one
of you, and as a group. |1'd like to bless your
famlies, each of you with long |ife, with
prosperity, with success, with good health,
today, for the rest of the year, and forever.

And | et us say anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Rabbi,
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for those inspiring words.

The chair now hands down a nmessage
fromthe State Board of Elections, being the duly
official certification of the nmenbers of the
Senate, and directs the sane be filed. So
or der ed.

|"d now like to ask if there's any
Senat ors present who have not taken their oaths
of office, to please rise.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll to ascertain that a quorum exists.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

SENATOR ADDABBO. Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Akshar.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Al cant ar a.

SENATOR ALCANTARA: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Anedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Avel | a.

SENATOR AVELLA: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bonaci c.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR BONACI C Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Boyl e.
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Breslin.
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Brooks.
SENATOR BROCKS: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Carl ucci .
SENATOR CARLUCCI : Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Conri e.
SENATOR COWVRI E: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Croci .
SENATOR CROCI : Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Di az.
SENATOR Di AZ:  Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Dil an.
SENATOR DI LAN: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fel der.
SENATOR FELDER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fl anagan.
SENATOR FLANAGAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Funke.
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SENATOR FUNKE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GALLI VAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR G ANARI S
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GOLDEN
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CGRI FFO
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HAM LTON:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HANNON:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HELM NG
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HOYLMAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JACOBS:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KAM NSKY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KENNEDY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KLEI N:

Her e.
Senator @Gl livan.
Her e.
Senator G anari s.
Her e.
Senat or Col den.
Her e.
Senator Giffo.
Her e.
Senat or Ham | t on.
Present.
Senat or Hannon.
Her e.
Senat or Hel m ng.
Her e.
Senat or Hoyl man.
Her e.
Senat or Jacobs.
Her e.
Senat or Kam nsky.
Her e.
Senat or Kennedy.
Her e.
Senat or Kl ein.

Her e.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Her e.

THE PRESI DENT: A quorumis
present.

| "' m honored to wel conme all of you to
the 240th session of the Senate, especially our
newest menbers and their famlies, on this
i ncredi bly proud day for all of you. [|I'm
grateful to have been given the courtesy to
extend a fewremarks with all of you as we begin
t hi s new session.

Sitting in these seats we have
menbers who have served with distinction, sone
for years; in fact, sonme for decades. And
recently | was swapping stories with one of the
menbers about a former coll eague of yours,
Senat or Dal e Vol ker, from my hone area.

Dal e was a conservati ve Republican
fromrural upstate New York, but what was uni que
about himwas the camaraderie, the friendship,

and the spirit of teammork that he devel oped with
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anot her col | eague, Deputy Speaker Arthur Eve from
the Assenbly, at the tinme. Arthur was a staunch
Denocrat representing the nost underserved
hi gh-need areas of the City of Buffalo.

Toget her, they were an amazi ng
force. Anong their many col | aborations, they
fought together to hel p make sure that students
in underserved comunities |like Buffalo had a

shot. For them there were no party lines, no

geographic lines, no racial lines that they were
not willing to cross to help inprove the lives of
ot hers.

| thought of their |egacy of service
as we open today and | ook at the new nmenbers,
seven new nmenbers in this chanber: El aine
Phillips, fromthe 7th; John Brooks, fromthe
8th; Marisol Alcantara, fromthe 31st; Jamaa
Bail ey, fromthe 36th; James Tedi sco, fromthe
49t h; Pam Hel m ng, fromthe 54th; and nmy own
Senator, Chris Jacobs, fromthe 60th.

W can all learn fromeach other.
Veterans can | ook to the newconers for that sense
of awe and inspiration, and the newconers can
| ook to veterans for the incredible respect they

have for this institution. Regardless of where
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they call hone, we know we have to do the work of
t he peopl e.

And I'Il digress for just a nonent
to tell you on Monday | was havi ng breakfast in
one of nmy favorite diners, in a place called
Lackawanna, a gritty steel town that rose and
fell with the fortunes of the steel industry.

Ti m Kennedy knows it well.

| sat there and | | ooked in the
faces of the patrons, a rem nder of the people
who | ook at all of us and ask us to never forget
their challenges -- that they have rent paynents
to make, nortgages to keep, famlies to feed,
children to pay for college, and agi ng parents.
But what inspired ne was their resiliency, their
willingness to get up every single day and do
their work, just as they expect all of us to do.
And all they ask of us is to just have their
backs and to be on their side.

And that is why | have been so proud
to travel the state carrying the Governor's
nessage of how together we're rebuilding the
econony and creating jobs, particularly in
hard-hit areas |ike upstate New York, naking

infrastructure investnents, the biggest in our
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hi story, creating thousands nore jobs in the
process, and striving to create the best

educati onal opportunities all the way through
col l ege. Tackling the heroin crisis head on, as
we did. Al the while protecting our

envi ronmnent .

And | want to thank all of you, all
of you who have personally joined ne on this
journey as | have visited you in your districts
and together we have represented this chanber and
this government so well

And while the stories are endl ess,
and I won't go on, | also want to rem nd us that
we enbark on the 100th anniversary of wonen's
right to vote in the State of New York. And | am
so proud, that's --

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: And as we begin
this celebration, let's not just |ook back, let's
| ook forward and ask ourselves, Wat wll our
| egacy be 100 years from now when peopl e judge
us? How will we inprove the lives of famlies
and worren, hel ping them assunme their place, their
rightful place in the workforce, in boardroons,

and i ndeed the corridors of power |ike before us?
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Yes, we have nuch to do.

And I'Il conclude by saying while it
may seeman eternity away, it won't be |ong
before a beautiful spring day, perhaps in June,
beckons us to | eave these chanbers. On that day,
my question is: Howwll we be judged, how wi ||
this session be judged? And I'Il tell you right
now, it won't be by political points scored, it
will be by the points we score for the people of
this state. And |let our scorecards show the jobs
we created, how we gave our kids a first-rate

education, how we protected our environnment, and

how we rebuilt our infrastructure. |f we can
establish all that, all New Yorkers will be
W nners.

And in the resilient spirit of true
New Yorkers, and in the spirit of statesnen |ike
Senat or Vol ker and Assenbl ynman Art Eve, |et us
enbrace these chall enges together. Let us
continue, through our words and in our deeds, to
et the men and wonen of the state know i ndeed we
do have their backs and we are on their side.

Thank you for the privil ege of
addr essi ng you today.

(St andi ng ovation.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, | have a
resolution at the desk. But before you read that
resol ution, could you recognize Senator G anaris.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anari s,
why do you rise?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam President. There's a substitute resolution
at the desk. | ask that the readi ng be waived
and nove for its imedi ate adoption, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 2, by Senator G anaris, providing for the
el ection of Andrea Stewart-Cousins as Tenporary
President and Majority Leader of the Senate for
2017-2018.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

My col | eagues, first of all, Happy
New Year to everyone. |It's good to see everyone
back here in the Senate chanber. And wel cone to

our new col | eagues.
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Being a legislative | eader is not
easy. And |I'msure Senator Flanagan can attest
that being a legislative | eader in Al bany is
particularly challenging. But we have, in the
Denocratic Conference, the pride of our
conference is our |eader, Andrea Stewart- Cousins.
She has done a trenendous job over the last four
years leading us -- leading us with dignity, with
grace, and with integrity, and doing so under
very difficult and chall enging circunstances.

And getting things done, froma point where it's
not al ways easy to get things done.

Everybody knows -- well, | shouldn't
say everybody. W certainly all know the
conplicated politics of the State Senate. It
takes a while to describe it to others. But in
that context, to be able to advance an agenda
that sees results. W all tal k about how proud
we are -- on this side of the aisle, anyway -- of
t he m ni nrum wage hi ke that just went into effect,
of the paid famly |leave |aw that just went into
effect. And there are nmany people who can take
credit for it in this chanber, and they al
deserve it. But in my opinion, none nore so than

the | eader of our conference and our nenmbers who
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have been pushing these issues for many years.
And to do so while sitting on this side of the
aisle instead of on that side of the aisle is
guite an achi evenent.

|"mincredibly proud of the great
wor k she has done and the | eadershi p she has
provided. And | would ask ny coll eagues to
consi der meking history today. She already has
done so by being the first female | egislative
| eader in the history of New York State in either
chanber. Today we have the opportunity to nmake
the first fenmale majority leader in the history
of either chanber in this state.

And so with great honor, as |'ve
served al ongsi de her and served under her
di stingui shed | eadership, | submt to ny
col | eagues that we all vote to nake Andrea
Stewart - Cousi ns the next president of the Senate
and majority |leader. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the substitute resolution offered by Senator
G anaris. Al those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?
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(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The nays have it.
The resolution is defeated.

SENATCR VALESKY: Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Val esky,
why do you rise?

SENATCR VALESKY: | believe there's
anot her substitute resolution at the desk. | ask
that the reading of the resolution be waived and
have the opportunity to speak briefly on it.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read the substitute resolution

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 3, by Senator Val esky, providing for the
el ection of Jeffrey D. Klein as Tenporary
President and Majority Leader of the Senate for
2017-2018.

SENATCR VALESKY: Madam Pr esi dent
today Senator Jeff Klein joins us here in the
State Capitol for the 23rd tine in his
| egi slative career to begin a legislative
session -- 10 in the New York State Assenbly and
the last 13 in the State Senate. He represents
the 34th District, in the Bronx and

West chester County, and represents that district
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remar kably wel |

But | think nost inportantly for ne
and for many of ny coll eagues in the | ndependent
Denocrati c Conference, he begins his seventh
session today as the | eader of the | ndependent
Denocr ati c Conference.

You know, and not so |ong ago we go
back to those days, to that tinme, when Senator
Kl ein, under his | eadership, not only recognized
t hat Al bany needed a new way of doi ng busi ness,
but he had a plan to acconplish that -- sonething
unhear d- of before, an independent conference
consistent, in our case, with the principles and
val ues of the Denocratic Party, yet understanding
that the people of the State of New York, the
19%. mllion people of the State of New York
needed bipartisan solutions to problens that for
many, many years were not receiving solutions at
all.

And so he began that journey, and we
began the journey with him And it has been a
journey of tremendous acconplishnment. Senator
Klein -- I've said on this floor before, |I've
never met a harder-working Senator. And let ne

gi ve you an exanple of what | nean.
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Only a few days after the concl usion
of the 2016 session, Senator Klein joined nmyself
and Governor Cuonp in Syracuse for a cerenonia
bill signing of one of his signature
acconplishnents earlier this year, the zonbie
property legislation. And on a day that
certainly was one of a great celebration for the
peopl e of the State of New York, many of whom who
have been so inpacted by the nortgage crisis, you
woul d think that that would be a triunphant
noment for Senator Klein. And instead, he
i mredi at el y began speaking with nme about what
nore coul d be done, what nore needed to be done.
And | knew back then six nonths ago that he was
al ready beginning to fornmulate a | egislative
agenda for the 2017 session.

Al ways nore that can be done, always
wor ki ng not only on behalf of the people of the
34th Senate District but on behalf of each and
every New Yorker across the State of New York

And that's why today, Madam
President, | am proud once again to stand here
and offer this resolution that, if adopted, would
el ect Senator Jeff Klein the Tenporary President

of the New York State Senate.
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Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: On the substitute
resolution offered by Senator Val esky, all in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The nays have it.
The resolution is defeated.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Yes, can we
go back to Resol ution Nunber 1 and have it read,
pl ease, and | nove its imedi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 1, by Senat or DeFranci sco, providing for
the election of John J. Flanagan as Tenporary
President of the Senate for the years 2017-2018.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Madam
President, | nove the nom nation of John Fl anagan
for Tenporary President of the New York State
Senat e.

Just so Senator G anaris doesn't

feel too bad, we're going to make history today
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anyway. And the reason we're going to nmake
history today is that we're going to elect a
| eader who was instrumental in bringing in the
nost wonen of any of the three conferences in the
New York State Senate this year. And that's an
acconpl i shnent .

(Appl ause.)

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. But he's al so
brought to the New York State Senate a brand of
| eadership that is probably nore open than |'ve
ever experienced in nmy 24 years here. |In fact,
during these last six weeks since the election,
he's called ne nore tinmes than |1've tal ked to ny
wife.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And we' ve
di scussed issue after issue. And the issues
seened to get nore and nore conplex as the tine
went on. But he had the patience of Job. 1'll
tell you, he was willing to listen, willing to
listen to everyone here on the Republican side,
and I"'msure with the I ndependent Conference as
wel | -- and probably even sone of the Denocrat
Conference -- to try to conme to a resolution on

some very difficult issues before session began.
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Well, it couldn't happen for many reasons, but
certainly not because of the lack of effort by
John Fl anagan.

But we have anot her session, and
that's what we're starting today. And this open,
cordial leadership is really what the Senate
needs. And the Legislature needs the sane thing,
bot h houses of the Legislature, so that we can
act like a separately el ected body that has
checks and bal ances over the other bodies in
state governnent.

And |'"msure that's going to be
done. That's why | proudly nom nate John
Fl anagan as Tenporary President of the New York
State Senate.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

(A show of hands in the chanber.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 32.

THE PRESI DENT: The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: | now call on
Senat or John Fl anagan to cone forward to be sworn
in as Tenporary President of the Senate by
Secretary of the Senate Frank Patience, and
j oi ned by your famly.

MR PATIENCE: Senator? | do
solemly swear to uphold the Constitution of the
United States --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | do solemly
swear to uphold the Constitution of the United
States --

MR PATI ENCE: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

MR.  PATI ENCE: --and | wll
faithfully discharge the duties --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: --and | wll

faithfully discharge the duties --
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MR PATI ENCE: -- of Senate
Majority Leader and Tenporary President --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- of Senate
Majority Leader and Tenporary President --

MR PATI ENCE: -- of the New York
State Senate --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- of the New
York State Senate --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- according to the
best of ny ability --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- according to
the best of ny ability --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- so help nme Cod.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- so help ne
God.

(St andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Congr at ul ati ons,
Senat or Fl anagan.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Madam
President, there's a resolution at the desk
adopting the rules of the Senate. Could we have
that resolution taken up at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||

r ead.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 4, by Senators Flanagan and Klein, to
adopt the rules of the Senate for the years
2017-2018.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris,
why do you rise?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | would Iike the
sponsor or whoever is appropriate to yield for a
few questions about the rules, please.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

| have a question, there's a section
of these rules that appears new, and |'d just
like some clarification. In Rule Nunber 8,
Section 3 lays out the responsibilities of the
Et hics and Internal Governance Committee. |
wonder if Senator DeFrancisco can describe what
t he changes are in that section fromthe existing
functions of the Ethics Committee in the Senate.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO No, | won't.

But 1'mgoing to call on
Senator Croci, who was instrunental in the
| egislation last year that this rule mrrors.

Senator Croci.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senator Croci .

SENATOR CRCOCI : Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

The rul es, the changes that have
been proposed seek to clarify the functions of
the commttee. There was sonme confusion |ast
year about the role of our commttee and that of
the conmmttee in the Assenbly. So what we're
trying to do is to create parity with our
Assenbly chanmber and to nake sure that in this
house, in the Assenbly, but in our state
government, sone things -- as |'msure the
Senat or woul d agree -- should transcend politics.
And the institutions of our governnment, the
| egitimacy of the institutions of our governnent
and the people who serve in that governnent
shoul d be reflected in the rules of not only the
conm ttee, but in the houses.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

Wul d Senator Croci continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Il will yield for a
guesti on.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

Senator Croci and | had a di al ogue
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| ast session about this very issue, so |I'm

pl eased to see that sonme clarification is comng
forward. And | couldn't agree with himnore that
the issue of ethics scrutiny in particular should
be above politics and applied fairly and equal ly
to all.

| al so heard himsay that the node
of this structure was to sone degree based on the
Assenbly, to bring parity between how the two
houses deal with this issue.

So | guess the main question | have
is I"mconcerned, in this | anguage, that there's
a very big difference between what's in our
proposed rul es and what the Assenbly does as it
relates to the conposition of the body. Ethics
committees have al ways, for the very reason of
taking themout of politics, had an equal
representation fromthe mgjority and the mnority
in both houses. That's how the Assenbly does it.
In fact, | have the Assenbly rules here, and it
explicitly says "The Ethics and Gui dance
Comm ttee shall consist of an equal nunber of
majority and mnority menbers."”

Yet in these proposed rules, it

tal ks about an equal nunber of menbers from both
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political parties. And as we know, the Majority
Coal ition has nenbers of the Denocratic Party.

So |I'mcurious what the intention or
t he purpose of those words were. WII the
Mnority Leader, the recently reel ected Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, get to appoint an equal nunber
of menbers as the Majority Coalition, or is the
| anguage sonehow structured in a way to create an
unfair inbalance in this inmportant commttee?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Through you, Madam
President. The proposed question changes
reflect, | think, this body, which is very nmuch a
New York institution. W in this body, those who
serve, consider ourselves | think Americans
first, New Yorkers second, and everything el se
third, including party. 1| think we've done a
good job of showing the state that.

The proposed structure shows an
equal representation by both Republicans and
Denocrats. So that there is an equal nunber,
it's an eight-nenber panel, and there will be
four fromeach party. That is, | believe, and
t he constructing assistants who hel ped construct
this, I think we believe that that is the best

way to ensure fairness and to renove any

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

27

political injects in this system It's best to
have an equal representation fromboth parties.

In fact, we have in our conference,
very proudly, a nmenber who bears your party's
desi gnati on

SENATOR G ANARI S: Exactly.

SENATOR CRCOCI : And | believe you
have a newy el ected nenber who was just recently
fromour party's designation. So the best and
nost fair way is to ensure that the | eadership
has discretion to work together to achieve a
consensus.

And again, when we're dealing with
et hics, Madam President, it should be sonething
that we can discuss in transcendency from our
political parities but also in a way that builds
consensus on very inportant issues.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d Senat or Croci continue to yield?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Il will yield for a
guesti on.

THE PRESI DENT: W1l the Senator
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | guess I'I1

revisit nmy question and put it a different way.
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Because we are trying to renmove this from
politics, and everyone who pays attention knows
that the politics of the State senate run

maj ority versus mnority, not necessarily
Denocrat versus Republican

So why is there an inbalance in the
appointnments, if that is the case? |'m asking
for clarification as to who gets to nake these
appoi ntnments, and | haven't gotten that answer
yet. But why was the words changed fromthe
Assenbly rul es, which you suggested were what we
were trying to achieve parity with, where they
specifically say an equal nunber of nmajority and
m nority nmenbers, and sonmehow in the drafting
process it now says an equal nunber from each
party? And as you pointed out, you have nenbers
of our party that sit on your side; you have
ot her menbers of your Majority Coalition that are
Denocr at s.

So I"'mjust trying to make sure this
doesn't end up being sone kind of way to create
an i nbal ance over a particul ar subject area where
t here has al ways been great care to make sure
that majority and mnority have equal

representation, exactly so that no political
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shenani gans coul d take place in the context of
that coomittee. Yet you have deviated from what
t he Assenbly has done over the years. And |I'm
aski ng, who gets to nmake t hese appoi ntnments and
why was it distinct fromhow the Assenbly treats
t hi s?

SENATOR CRCCI : Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. The point | made with regard to the
parity we seek to achieve with the Assenbly
structure is in the clarification of roles and
functions. Because indeed there was some
m scl arification anong nmenbers of our own
committee | ast year, those who had served with
nore tenure.

What we're tal ki ng about is no
deviation fromthe representation. So the
proposed rul e change does not have a change in
t he nunber of representatives fromeither side.
So there is no change in that representation.
And any reference to the Assenbly structure was
to clarify the roles. For instance, the
housekeepi ng and nmenber issues that cone up, the
security of the chanber, et cetera.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | f the sponsor

woul d yield for another question.
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SENATOR CRCOCI : Yes, | yield for a
guesti on.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | guess let ne
just boil it down to the sinplest way | can ask

t he question. Who gets to appoint the nenbers of
the Denocratic Party who sit on this conmttee?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that is through consultation by
t he | eadership, consultation anong the | eaders of
the different conferences.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: W11l Senator
Croci continue to yield.

SENATOR CRCOCI : | yield for a
guesti on.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | guess that's a
vague enough answer that | don't quite understand
it.

Every other commttee in the Senate,
the Mnority has a certain anount of nenbers, the
Mnority Leader gets to nake those appoint nents,
and we hand themup to the desk. | don't see
anything in -- | see lots of places in these
proposed rul es where there's di scussion of
consul tation between Majority Coalition |eaders.

| don't see anything that indicates how these
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menbers are going to be appointed to this
critical commttee.

SENATCOR CROCI : Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. There is no change to the
nmenbership or the way that they' re appointed from
| ast year's rules, which were approved, |
believe, with overwhel m ng support.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Wul d Senat or

Croci continue to yield, please?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Il will yield for a
guesti on.

THE PRESI DENT: W1l the Senator
still yield?

SENATOR CROCI : Yes.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | beg to differ.

There is nowhere in the rules that tal k about --
until this day and this draft -- that tal k about
an equal number of nmenbers from both maj or
parties as determ ned by the State Board of
Elections. So with respect, | think your
previ ous answer was just flatly incorrect.

So | ask again, why is this
committee being treated differently? Wiy is it a
break fromthe tradition of both houses going

back as far as anyone can renenber? And who gets
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to make these appoi ntnents?

SENATCOR CROCI : Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Wat we sought to do is, again,

t ake best practices and mrror that which we have
i npl enented in the Legislative Ethics Conm ssion.

And with regard to who nmakes the
determ nations on the appointnments, that is
sonmet hing that has not changed. So | don't know
what your reading is, but the same process by
whi ch nenbers of the panel, the conmttee, are
selected will be the case for the comng rul es
changes.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Wul d Senat or
Croci continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR CRCOCI : | yield for a
guestion, yes.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: As | understood
your answer, since this is not changing the
process of appointing nenbers to these various
commttees, am|l correct in assum ng that the
Denocratic Conference | eader will get to appoint
t he Denocratic nmenbers to this conmttee?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Madam Pr esi dent ,
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t hrough you, that is a decision that will be nade
in consultation with the | eadership of the

di fferent conferences, which have functioned very
wel | together in previous years.

And it's a change in the nunber.
Proportionality, as they do in the Assenbly,
would require -- actually, if we did
proportionality for your conference,

Senator G anaris, that would actually decrease
your menbership. So this -- we sought to do
somet hing that would bring equal representation
anong both parties. That way there is no
partisan injects into this process.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Wul d Senat or
Croci continue to yield, Madam President?

SENATOR CRCOCI : "1l yield for a
guesti on.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

The Ethics Comrmittee -- and, you
know, you raised the Assenbly as your nodel in
your previous answer, so you can't use them when
you want to and not when you don't.

Et hics conmmittees have al ways been
treated differently, regardl ess of the nakeup of

bodi es, because of their very sensitive nature
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and the possibility of using an ethics overvi ew
committee for political reasons. It has al ways
been, and continues to be in the Assenbly, an
equal nunber of nmajority and mnority nenbers.
There's twice as many Denocrats as Republicans in
the Assenbly. So if you want to use them as the
exanple, that's what | would like to do. There
shoul d be an equal nunber of mmjority and
mnority nmenbers on this conmttee.

And you can't say that, Well, we're
making it equal parties. You yourself pointed
out that sitting sonewhere near you -- | guess
you noved your seats -- but is a registered
menber of our party. So soneone who sits with
your conference getting appointed by you as a
Denocrat isn't exactly fair.

So |'m asking again, don't you think
the proper way to do this, the way it's been done
traditionally, the way it's done in the
Legislative Ethics Conmttee, which you al so
raised, the way it's done in the Assenbly, is an
equal nunber of nenbers appointed by the majority
and by the mnority? And that's the best way to
prevent political shenanigans frominterfering

with the inportant work of the Ethics Commttee.
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SENATCOR CROCI : Madam Pr esi dent, |
can't speak to what Senator G anaris would |ike
to do, in his opinion. But |I can tell you that
in this body we have three conferences made up of
i ndi viduals who are of different parties. Again,
it is a uniquely New York institution. And in
the Assenbly they have two conferences, which
makes it nore sinplified.

So in this case, having equal
representation, which this rule proposes -- four
Republ i cans and four Denocrats. | don't know how
you can get nore equal than four and four.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wul d
Senat or Croci continue to yield, Madam President?

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, will you
yi el d?

SENATOR CRCOCI : For a questi on,
yes.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Il will give an
answer to his question of howit can be nade
better, and then I'I|l nobve on to another question
because | don't want to bel abor this point.

But one way it could be nade fair is
have all three conferences equally represented

and require a nenber of each conference to
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partici pate and approve any action of the
commttee. That's the way it's done in other

et hics bodies that we have in this state. That
woul d be a way that would be fair to all and
prevent one side, for political reasons, seeking
to highlight and punish one of the other -- of
either of the other two conferences, for that
matter.

So this is drafted in a way that is
a dramatic break fromtradition and opens the
door to sone pretty dangerous stuff in terns of
politicizing what should be an i ndependent ethics
body.

Let ne ask one other |ine of
guestioning on this subject. Wat exactly would
this ethics and internal governance body have the
power to do?

THE PRESI DENT: Wul d the Senat or

yield for a question?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Yes, | yield for a
guestion. Well, |I've yielded for the question, |
guess, so now |I'll respond.

To |l ook at itens that have
traditionally, long before many of us got to this

body, have plagued the reputation of the
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institution itself -- issues of nenber

m sconduct, specific menber m sconduct, issues of
travel expenses and per diem issues that
traditionally have been a housekeepi ng function,
whi ch the Assenbly -- again, | will use the
reference to the Assenbly -- conmittee does right
now and does very well. So it's -- that has

al ways been the function of the conmttee.

It is not a coormittee of original
jurisdiction where rules for, say, our historic
pension forfeiture bill, bills that do not cone
through -- that went through the Judiciary
Conmittee and then the Rules Commttee. So it
remai ns not a conmttee of original jurisdiction,
but a menbershi p and housekeepi ng comr ttee which
will also | ook at not only nmenmber conduct but the
security of the chanber as well.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

Wul d Senator Croci continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR CRCOCI : For a questi on,
yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, will you
continue to yield for a question?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.
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| guess what I'mtrying to get at is
after review ng the conduct of nenbers that m ght
be considered by this commttee, what action
woul d the commttee have the power to do? Wuld
t hey have the power of sanction? Wuld they just
have the power to refer it to ethics bodies?

What are we trying to do with this conmttee once
it concludes any investigative work?

SENATOR CRCOCI : Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, they would have the ability to
refer that matter to the Legislative Ethics
Conmmi ssi on.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you. And
one final question to clarify that, if the
sponsor woul d yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: W1l the Senator
yield for a question?

SENATOR CRCOCI : For a questi on,
yes.

SENATOR G ANARI S: So just to be
crystal clear, so the cormittee, after conducting
its business, would have the power to nake a
referral to an appropriate body, would not have
the power itself to issue sanctions against

anyone under its --
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SENATOR CRCOCI : Thr ough you,

Madam President, that is correct. As is the case
with the other |egislative body, the Assenbly,
the Legislative Ethics Conmm ssion remains the
appropriate jurisdiction for those kinds of
actions.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay, thank you.

And, I'msorry, | did think of one
ot her final question, if the --

THE PRESI DENT: One final question.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- Senator Croci
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATCOR CROCI : | ndeed. | will
yield for a question.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Just -- the
guestion, because it's not outlined in these
rules, is how would the conmttee treat the
confidentiality of matters referred to it? 1Is it
presuned confidential? 1Is it open to the public?
What exactly woul d be the process through which
you woul d i nvestigate any all egations?

SENATCOR CROCI : Vel |, since --
Madam Presi dent, through you. Since there are no

proposed changes to that, it would remain the
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sane as it is.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Which is what?
| f the Senator woul d yield.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator wi ||
yield for a question.

SENATCOR CROCI : Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, the confidentiality will be
mai ntained and referred to the comm ttees, as it
is in the Assenbly.

SENATOR G ANARI S: So just for
clarification, if the Senator would yield.

THE PRESI DENT: W1l the Senator
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: So matters
before the conmttee -- and the reason | ask is
to say it's howit's been done. The conmttee
hasn't actually net in several years, so there is
no real track record here.

The question is, are nmatters just
presuned confidential when they' re before the
committee, or are they available to the public?

SENATCOR CROCI : Madam Pr esi dent
through you. As | said, the matters are
confidential. Once the Legislative Ethics

Conmi ssion referral is nade, that decision to
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make a referral is a public item

And as far as the neetings of the
conmi ttee, Madam President, the Senator has nore
tenure on the commttee, so he would definitely
have the history on that. | do think that
hopefully the things that we have di scussed have
resulted in constructive changes that we can both
live wth.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

On the resol ution, Madam President.

| think putting sonme teeth into this
commttee and giving it nore defined purpose is a
good idea. I'mglad to have gotten sone of the
clarification about the jurisdiction of the
conmttee and how it will function.

But | remain extrenely concerned and
opposed to the conposition of this body and who
will be making the appointnents. And as we sit
here voting on these rules, it sounds to ne |ike
we don't have an answer as to who's going to be
maki ng t hese appoi ntnents, which is deeply
concerning given the tradition and the history of
keepi ng et hics bodies bipartisan, by mgjority and
mnority as well as by party.

And given the fact that it's not
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beyond the real mof possibility in the course of
hi story that ethics bodi es have been used for
political ends, the best way to renove that is to
make sure everyone has an equal say. And if we
have three conferences and that's uni que, then
all three conferences should have an equal say
and have a requirenment that they have to approve
any action the commttee takes.

So | remain very opposed to this. |
wi |l be opposing these rules for a nunber of
reasons, but particularly because |I'm concerned
that the wording of howthis ethics commttee is
going to be nade up is nothing but a political
power grab when we shoul d be doing the opposite
and maki ng this as independent and equal as
possi bl e.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hoyl man,
why do you rise?

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
yield to sone questions on the resol ution,
Madam Pr esi dent ?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam President, I'mreferring to specifically
Section 10-4, on cell phone usage.

First, Happy New Year to all ny
col | eagues, and wel cone to the new nenbers of the
Senate and new staff who join us this year.

Wul d the sponsor yield? M first
guestion, could the sponsor explain the purpose
of Section 10-4 on cel |l phone usage?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. The purpose
is to maintain some | evel of decorumin the
chanbers while we're di scussing and passing
| egi sl ation.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So it's fair to say that these
changes will help ensure that order and decorum
are preserved?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It will make
it easier to do so. Nothing can ensure decorum

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.

Are there -- | mght add that the
i dea that these rule changes will help ensure
that order and decorum are preserved are the
exact reasons that House Speaker Ryan set forth
for restrictions on cell phone usage in the U S.
Congress this week.

Are there exanples that the sponsor
can cite of |lack of decorum or order because of
cel | phone usage?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Vell, | can't
cite chapter and verse. But it's pretty |ogical
that if you' re debating a bill and soneone's got
a cel | phone taki ng phot ographs of you or people
around you and participating in activities that
woul d in sone way distract speakers, distract the
chair in conducting the business, | think it
makes sense.

It's not like we're operating in a
vacuum here. There's a canera there
(indicating), and there's a canera there
(indicating). And every single nmonent of this
session is being videoed live, live stream to
the entire state and the world, if anyone's

i nt er est ed.
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So the fact of the matter is that
it's not that we've got to be transparent, we are
as transparent as could possibly be. And there's
opportunities for individuals to -- the press,
for exanple, they can take photographs and vi deos
fromthe galleries. Only if there's -- the
Secretary of the Senate provides that authority.
And there can be exceptions provided by the
Secretary of the Senate, as was today, because
today was a special day and the special day
required or was perfect for photographs of people
being sworn in on this very inportant occasion.

So | think individuals can certainly
wi thhold the -- certainly not be -- be so
i mportant, while things are going on in the
Senat e chanbers, to take videos of everything
that's going on

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: So woul d the

sponsor be able to cite a single incident where
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t he use of a canera, cellphone canera, has led to
a |l ack of decorumor order in the chanber?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yield for a question?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | can't cite
a specific instance. But | think it's pretty
logical, if there's people taking videos in the
session while people are speaking and trying to
respond -- maybe there's soneone doing it right
now, in view of the fact that the rul es have not
been adopted yet.

It doesn't seemto nme and it doesn't
seemto the people proposing these rules, the
Majority, that it's a substantial inconvenience
for soneone to actually view it in person what's
happening, viewit on a video what's happeni ng,
rat her than have people mlling around the
chanbers taking videos of their favorite joke
that may be told or their favorite line that may
be told. And it just seens to be a practical way
to have | ess confusion in the chanbers while
we' re doi ng busi ness.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

47

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: So since the
sponsor can't cite a single incident of |ack of
decorum or order because of the use of a
cel | phone, would he agree that this is to
antici pate such di sorder and di sruption because

of cel |l phone use?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. No. |'m not
suggesting that at all. Wat |'m suggesting is
that -- I"'m-- you know, |I'm at advanced years.

And |'ve been doing this for a long tinme. And |
don't necessarily remenber everything that
happens. And you don't have to wait for
somet hing to happen in order to provide a rule
t hat woul d provide for decorum

So this isn't anticipatory, it just
makes for good government when we are constantly
live to anybody who wants to watch us. And if
someone wants their personal nmenmento of a Senator
speaki ng or a Senator saying sonething foolish, |
guess you could pick it off the video camera or
you could wait till you're outside of the

chanbers, in some other |location, in order to
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provi de what ever video feed you want to provide.

And by the way, | don't know what
Speaker Ryan's done. | haven't really paid much
attention. So | don't know if that comment has
anything to do with anything about the debate.
But | don't know if that's true or not.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor

yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Yes.
Yes.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: Sois it fair to
say that the -- a hypothetical breach of decorum

and order outweighs freedom of speech in this
chanber ?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wl |, taking
a phot ograph has nothing to do with freedom of
speech, unless I'mmsinterpreting the
Constitution. But | know that some caneras have
flashes and things |like that that could result in
a lack of decorum And no one who is a Senator
can -- | don't think it's a reasonabl e suggestion
to claimthat it in any way inpairs freedom of

speech.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield, Madam President?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

(Laught er, appl ause as

Senat or Fel der ostentatiously uses his cell phone

camera.)

SENATCR FELDER: The rule's not in
yet.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | rest ny
case.

(Laught er, appl ause.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: So, Senat or
Fel der, this nay be the last tine you can do that
and share that information with your
constituents, whether it's |ive-streaned or
phot ographed from a cel | phone.

And | want to go to the question of

cel | phones, because Section 4, Part A refers only
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to cell phones. It says cellular telephones -- by
the way, we just got these rules, you know, an
hour ago. "Cellular tel ephones shall not be used
to take photographs, videos, or perform any other
recording function in the Senate chanber,
gal l eries, or |obbies, except those photographic
and recording functions performed by official
Senat e phot ographers and vi deogr aphers, w thout
the perm ssion of the Secretary of the Senate."

So what about an iPad, a Brownie
canmera, a Polaroid? M daughter got, for
Hanukkah, a six-year-old's wistwatch that
actually takes photos. Wuld those be prohibited
by this rule?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Madam
President, first of all, | knowit's been a
constant lament in |legislative bodies, especially
in the State of New York, about the |ack of
notice so that people don't have a chance to read
things that are bei ng debat ed.

These proposed rul es, despite what
t he Senator mentioned, were not handed to them an
hour ago, they were sent out about 8 o'clock this
nor ni ng.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And the fact
that he got it an hour ago, we can give himnore
tinme toread it. |If he wants to read what he's
al ready aski ng nme about before he asks nme about
it, 1'll be happy to wait for himto read it.

But that's not the case.

As far as the interpretation of the
rule --

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Whul d you suspend
t hi s di scussion, then, and the discussion on the
rules so we would have tine to review the --

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO No. No. No.
Because | -- | know from your educati onal
experience you're able to get through these rules
at arelatively reasonable period of tinme. And I
t hi nk you' ve had that tine.

But as far as cellular phones, the
rules are interpreted by the Tenporary President
of the Senate. And "cellular tel ephones” neans
cellular tel ephones. |If we wanted to have i Pads,
it would have said "iPads.” And | don't think
there's any confusion as to what plain | anguage
nmeans.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR HOYLMAN: So phot ogr aphs by
ot her mechanisns will be permtted, including
Pol ar oi ds, Browni es, iPads, ny daughter's
wri stwat ch?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Let nme read
t he | anguage agai n.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: I f not, how does
that further the decorum of the Senate chanber?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It says
cel l ul ar phones shall not be used to take
phot ographs, vi deos, or perform any other
functions. And other recording function in the
New York State chanbers, galleries or |obbies,
except those phot ographic and recordi ng functions
performed by official Senate photographers and
vi deogr aphers, w thout the perm ssion of the
Secretary of the Senate.

And perm ssion has been granted in
t he past on nmany occasion to have people in the
gal |l eri es take photographs and -- by other neans.
And so that's the way | interpret it, and | think

it's the plain | anguage.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

53

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: I's the rationale
for this rule change the same for nmenbers of the
public who al so take photos? And secondly, can
you cite an incident of disruption or |ack of
decorum because nenbers of the public are
vi deot api ng, taking photos, |earning about the
proceedi ngs of the Senate chanber through the
transm ssi on of video and phot ographs?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, during
session. \Wen session is not going on, there's
of ten people here who are coming to visit the
Capitol, they go on tours, they conme up here,

t hey take photographs as nmuch as they want.
We're just tal ki ng about during Senate sessions.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: | will pose the
guestion, does the sponsor wi sh to yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Yes.

Yes.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, can the sponsor cite a single
i nci dent of nenbers of the public causing a | ack
of decorum because they' ve taken phot ographs
or --

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yeah,
there's -- periodically, there's denonstrations
in the chanbers, in the galleries, where people,
in order to enphasize a point or try to get sone
preferred legislation nore attention -- there's
been many instances of that. And | recall many
ti mes where peopl e were taking phot ographs and
| aughing and joking like this was basically a fun
time in the playground. And that's the type of
thing we're trying to avoid.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
wi sh to continue to yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Yes.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: | think -- does
t he sponsor acknowl edge that there's a difference
bet ween a denonstration in the gallery and a

citizen taking a photo? One does not necessarily
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relate to the other.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. You asked ne
if | remenber any instances where that happened,
and | explained the instances | renenber.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: What is the
puni shrent for breaking this rule for nenbers of
t he Senate.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Life
i mpri sonment w thout parole.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It's --
obvi ously soneone fromthe Senate, a designee of
the Secretary of the Senate, would go to that
person, explain the rules of the Senate and ask
themto please leave. If they're willing to
pl ease | eave or stop the photographs, that's the
end of the punishnent.

|f, on the other hand, they won't

stop, then we have individuals here who will help
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them | eave or stop taking the photographs.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. So nmenbers will be expelled
fromthe chanber -- what about -- if they break
the rule repeatedly. That's what you said. What
about nmenbers of the press or public?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO The public |
think is what we just tal ked about, when you say
the press and the public. So I think we've
tal ked about the public. And | didn't say they'd
be i medi ately expelled. The public would be
notified of the rules, if they hadn't known t hem
before, and asked to stop. |If they stop, then
that's it. |If they don't stop, then they would
be escorted out for not abiding by the rules.

As far as the press is concerned,
the press, with perm ssion of the Secretary of
the Senate -- as has been granted perm ssion as
long as |'ve been here -- can take photographs

fromthe gallery.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, Madam President?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So in terms of our press, our
free press, do they have to see the Secretary of
the Senate every tine they want to bring a canera
onto the floor of the Senate or into the gallery,
for that matter? O is it a blanket |icense from
t he Senate?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO No, they
don't need a license. But they do not have to
ask permssion. And | don't think any nmenber of
the press has been prohibited in ny tinme here
from taki ng photographs fromthe gallery. But
it's just -- the wording is just an opportunity
i n case sonet hing happens during the course of a
session where there's disruption, that there's at
| east an avenue for the Secretary of the Senate
to maintain sone type of decorum even for the
press.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So it is agreed that the
Secretary of the Senate could, in theory, revoke
perm ssion for a nmenber of the press to be on the
floor or in the gallery of the Senate with a
canmera?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, the

Secretary of the Senate could do that. But 1"l

ask you if you'll yield to a question.
SENATOR HOYLMAN: I'mstill --
still have a few nore questions, and |'m happy to

t ake sonme at the end.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO "1l hold it.
SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you.
And does the -- through you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Yes.

Yes. Yes.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN: Does the sponsor
recogni ze that when a show of hands is taken in
this Senate chanber that the result of that show
of hands is not publicly available? It is
recorded at the desk but not available for the
public's view.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | wasn't
paying attention. | was getting kind of tired.
And so can you try it again?

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Does the sponsor
acknow edge that when a show of hands is taken in
this chanber, as it was earlier today or as it
was, for exanple, when we set forth a hostile
amendnent on the Child Victins Act, that the show
of hands is not recorded for the public's view?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Vell, we've
got the live video streamthat would pick up -- |
don't know how rmuch of it it would pick up --
nunmber one.

Nunber two, there are nenbers of the
press throughout the gallery, and sone on the
floor, that are here to witness what's happeni ng,
and there's no -- what | was going to ask you is,
"1l just state it, there's never been a tine in

24 years when |'ve seen the Secretary of the
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Senate, no matter who it was, to exclude nenbers
of the press from being here to record whatever
they want to record.

So | think there's plenty of
saf equards for the show of hands to be viewed by
t he general public and observed in a transparent
way.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, Madam President?

THE PRESI DENT: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: So we do have
t hese two caneras that record some of our
activity. That is decided by, presunably, Senate
operations. It is their prerogative to show what
they wish. And I'mnot certain at all that they
show when nenbers do raise their hands or not.

But I"'minterested to know if the
i ssue of -- does the Senator know who is in fact
in charge of these canmeras? And under whose
aegis is that office?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO First of
all --

THE PRESI DENT: WIIl the Senator
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yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO -- |I've been
only | ooking at these two caneras. | didn't
realize ny rear end was bei ng videoed as well.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO But there's
three nore videos here, so there's a |ot of
angl es.

Sonmebody designated by the Secretary
of the Senate controls the caneras. | was going
to say the Russians, but | didn't think you'd
| augh at that.

(Scattered | aughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO But the
Secretary of the Senate has a person doing that,
and we' ve never had a conplaint fromall the
public that hinges on every one of our words at
home while they're watching it on video, live
stream

SENATOR HOYLMAN: On the
resol uti on, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: On the resol ution.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you to the
sponsor. | appreciate his explanation.

Let nme first say that | think we
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shoul d all shudder at the thought of our First
Amendrent rights being curtailed in any context,
in particular a hypothetical one where the
sponsor is unable to cite a single instance of

di sruption or |ack of decorumdue to the use of a
cel | phone. Particularly today, Madam President,
when we all just took an oath of office to uphold
the Constitution of the United States.

Secondl y, cell phones are inportant
not just for like group selfies, but it's a way
for alot of us to connect with our constituents.
| don't know how many of our coll eagues actually
have constituents who watch the state channel
but I venture it's not very many. W have a
responsibility and, frankly, a responsibility to
comuni cate activity on the Senate floor with our
constituents.

And in particular, Madam President,
that is when we often will raise a show of hands,
and those votes are not publicly available to
know how Senators in fact voted on a nunber of
actions that we take on this floor.

This, in pure and sinple terns, is a
violation of our free speech. | think it's an

insult to New Yorkers that we are curtailing the
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opportunity to bring transparency to this
chanber. No one has accused us of being too
transparent, but apparently that's the

hypot hetical problemthat we're dealing with
t oday.

| woul d urge our colleagues to
reject these rules based on the fact that we are
limting speech in one of the nobst inportant
forunms, not just of nmenbers but of nmenbers of the
public and, nost inportantly, menbers of the
press.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: " msorry. Senator
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, Lieutenant CGovernor.

| have to say |'ve been listening to
this discussion, and what is perturbing ne
i mensely is both the continuation of the
parti san and political design of a nunber of the

rul es.
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The concept that the Ethics
Commttee will now be picked by we still don't
know who, and in what conbi nation. And you would
think the Ethics Commttee would be the committee
we woul d absolutely very nmuch want to know t he
details about before that commttee started its
busi ness.

The concept that they now have nore
authority to actually tell the public and the
press where they can be, where they cannot be,
what they can hear, what they can record, video
or audi o.

The concept that we are actually
sayi ng, for everyone who |istened to the back and
forth between Senator Hoyl man previously, that
the public and the press, even in the | obby,
couldn't record a conversation going on. Well,
that's not on the TV caneras here. Maybe the
Russians are recording and listening; | don't
know how to get access to their recordings.

But the concept that we woul d be
shutting ourselves off even further from public
access and i nformati on about what goes on in
di scussions on this floor, in the |obby, in the

surroundi ng areas i s conpletely unacceptabl e.
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These rul es put us back further in
time fromsonme of the reforns that we had nmade in
the past. They continue to shut out the
Denocratic nenbers in the way the rules are
designed to allow bills to come to the floor or
nove through commttees. And now we are shutting
out and making nore political both the access to
information and the potential nost inportant
reviews by an Ethics Commttee, yes, that never
neets, and it would be lovely if it actually had
a function and did sonething, but it's also
critical in these tines that it not be turned
into a political and partisan gane.

| amvoting no and | urge ny
col | eagues to vote no on these rules.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Seei ng no one el se
wi shing to be heard, the question is on the

resolution. Al those in favor signify by saying

aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.
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Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes, there's
a resolution at the desk calling for the el ection
of the Secretary of the Senate. WII| you cal
t hat up, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 5, by Senators Flanagan and Kl ein, that
Francis W Patience of Latham New York, be, and
he hereby is elected Secretary of the Senate for
the years 2017-2018.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Patience, | ask that you pl ease
come forward to receive your oath of office. You
wi |l be acconpani ed by Father James Wl sh of

St. Pius X of Loudonville.

(Appl ause.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fl anagan

will do the honors.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | do solemly
swear --

MR.  PATI ENCE: | do solemly
swear --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- to uphold the

Constitution of the United States --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- to uphold the
Constitution of the United States --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- the
Constitution of the State of New York --

MR PATI ENCE: -- the Constitution
of the State of New York --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- and to
faithfully discharge the duties --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- and to faithfully
di scharge the duties --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- of the office
of the Secretary of the Senate --

MR PATI ENCE: -- of the office of
the Secretary of the Senate --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- to the best
of ny abilities --

MR. PATI ENCE: -- to the best of ny
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abilities --

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- so help ne
God.

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- so help nme Cod.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Congr at ul ati ons.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Congr at ul ati ons,
M. Patience. Look forward to continuing to work
toget her. Thank you.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO There's a
resol ution pertaining to the appointnent of the
Sergeant-at-Arns. Could you pl ease take up that
resol ution.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 6, by Senators Flanagan and Kl ein, that
St ephen F. Sl agen be, and he hereby is el ected

Sergeant-at-Arns of the Senate for the years

2017-2018.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: For the record,
St ephen F. Sl agen has been el ected
Sergeant-at-Arns for the years 2017 to 2018.
It's my honor to present to you the
Ser geant - at - Arns.

Congratul ations. Look forward to
continuing to see you in this chanber.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Yes, there's
a resolution at the desk appointing probably the
har dest -wor ki ng person in this chanber who gets
| east recogni zed, Catherine Kirkland. Could you
take that up for her nom nation for Senate
St enogr apher.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 7, by Senators Flanagan and Kl ein, that
Cat heri ne Kirkland be, and she hereby is el ected

the O ficial Stenographer of the Senate for the
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years 2017-2018.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

For the record, Catherine Kirkland
has been el ected Senate Stenographer for the
years 2017 to 2018. It's ny honor to present to
you Cat herine Kirkland, Senate Stenographer.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(St andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Now woul d you
pl ease take up the resol ution appointing a
conmmittee of three to informthe Covernor.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 9, by Senators Flanagan and Kl ein,

directing the Tenporary President to appoint a
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conmmittee of three to informthe CGovernor that
the Senate is organi zed and ready to proceed with
busi ness.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And t he next
resol ution, please take up the comnmttee of three
to informthe Assenbly.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Madam
President, will you postpone that request of
m ne? Because | m ssed one.

There's a resolution at the desk
setting forth the hours of the Senate for
2017-2018. Could we take that up first, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||

r ead.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 8, by Senators Flanagan and Kl ein,
providing for the hours of neeting by the Senate
for the years 2017-2018.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
carri ed.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Next woul d
you take up the resolution concerning the
committee of three to informthe Assenbly.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 10, by Senators Fl anagan and Kl ei n,
directing the Tenporary President to appoint a
committee of three to wait upon the Assenbly and
informthat body that the Senate is assenbl ed and
ready to proceed with business.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on

the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
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aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?
(No response.)
THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, can you
now recogni ze Senator Stewart-Cousins, the
conference | eader for the Denocrat Conference,
for remarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And Happy New Year to all of ny
col | eagues. It's good to have you back

| want to thank my Denobcratic
col | eagues for once again electing nme as the
Denocratic | eader, and assure you that it is an
honor to serve you and to serve in this position.

|'"d also like to congratul ate
Senat or Fl anagan for his reelection, as well as
Senator Klein for his reelection, to their

respective conferences.
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And of course | want to wel cone al
of the new nenbers into the chanber, and
specially highlight our two nmenbers. | want to
hi ghl i ght Jamaal Bailey, who is from Senate
District 36, representing Munt Vernon and parts
of the Bronx.

You shoul d know that Senat or Bail ey
is an attorney, and he's worked very, very
closely with a |ot of people, but certainly with
speaker Heastie over the years. And he's been a
longtime fighter for education and soci al
justice. And nost inportantly, he's here with
his famly, including his wife and his ol der
daughter. He is a brand-new father as of a few
weeks ago. So if he looks a little tired, it's
because -- which he does not -- it's because of
the birth of beautiful Carina.

So wel cone, Jammal

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And of
course our second Senator from Long Island, |'d
i ke to wel come John Brooks from Senate District
8. John is a longtime public servant who has

done so nuch to serve the people of Long Island,

frombeing a fire chief to a school board nenber.
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Senat or Brooks, thank you for
continuing to serve with our conference.
Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Fl anagan, Senator Kl ein, the Denocratic
Conf erence stands ready to work with you.

Qobvi ously when we agree, we will work together.
And of course, if we disagree, we won't be shy
about it.

A new year and a new session should
serve as a restart button and a tine to refresh
our commtnent to this great state. And |ast
year, | think we can all agree, was a very
i nteresting year.

In light of that, | believe it's
fair to say that many in this great progressive
state of New York | ook to Washington and the new
Trunp administration with grave concern. The
nati onal Republican Party has nmade it clear that
they are |l ooking at rolling back so nany hard-won
victories for the working nen and wonen of the
country and certainly here in New York

And of course | | ook at that chamnber

of 32 Denocrats, 31 Republicans, and once again
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we are denied our rightful place |eading the
Senate. Denocrats nust be true to their val ues,
especially in an atnosphere that we will |ikely
be facing. Denocrats should be united.

In the African-American tradition,
in their church on New Year's Eve they have
what's call ed watch service. And the watch
service is born of the days when the ensl aved
peopl e were waiting for the signing of the
Emanci pation Proclamation. It still goes on
every year.

This year, however, |ed by Reverend
Bar ber out of North Carolina, he went to
Washi ngton, D.C., and had kind of a National
Watch Night. And the National Watch Night was
about telling Americans to revile hate, to push
back on any strategies that would be extrene, and
toreally call forth this spirit of a
peopl e-centered political agenda, a
peopl e-centered public policy agenda.

| ook at us here and | know t hat
all of us should know and understand that for
people in New York State, we are those watchers.
We are their eyes, their ears, their voice. But

fortunately, we are nore than watchers. W're
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workers. So not only can we talk, we can act, we
can do.

So the Senate Denocrats want to
assure you and all New Yorkers that we will work
to increase econom c opportunity for all, we wll
work to ensure equal rights for all, we will work
to protect a wonan's right to choose, we wl|
work to protect our elections and its franchi se,
make sure it's easier to register to vote. It
amazes nme that we still don't have early voting
here. We will work to fix our crimnal justice
system and pass things, yes, |like Raise the Age.
W will work to restore trust in governnent, pass
real ethics refornms, like closing the LLC
| oophol e, regul ating canpai gn funds. W will
work to continue to | ower our tax burden, our
mandat es on | ocal governments, help our small
busi nesses strive. W'Ill work to make sure al
New York children have access, frompre-K, to
gual ity education they deserve, and that our
chil dren have access to affordable, quality
hi gher education. W wll work to make sure we
protect our environment and not give in to those
who actual ly doubt climte change.

So Senators, Senator Flanagan,
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Senator Klein, as | said before, the Senate
Denocrats wil|l support you when we agree and we
wi |l challenge you when we disagree. W'l not
al l ow partisan bickering to obstruct our efforts
because we understand we're here to serve our
constituents and together we give all New Yorkers
t he responsi bl e and protective governnent we
deserve

And to ny fell ow New Yorkers, the
Senat e Denocratic Conference will not only be
wat ching for injustices and working to stop them
we will continue to nove the ball forward. Let's
get to work

Thank you.

(St andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

I"d like to recogni ze the nenbers of
the Assenbly who are present. Do you have
sonmething to report?

ASSEMBLYMAN QAKS: |*"'mhere with
Assenbl yman Farrell to informthe Senate that
Carl Heastie has been reel ected as speaker, the
Assenbly is organi zed and prepared to proceed
with business for 2017.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.
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Senat or DeFranci sco.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you,
Assenbl yman Farrell and Assenbl yman Caks. And |
want to conplinment you on your straight and
t o-t he-poi nt nmessage. Thank you.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Madam
President, would you now pl ease recogni ze Senat or
Kl ei n.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Thank you, ny coll eagues.

The start of session is usually a
very exciting one, and | think this is certainly
the year where | think we all need to continue
down the road of getting things done. | think
certainly New Yorkers expect, regardl ess of
out cones of elections, for us to roll up our
sl eeves, work together to get things done.

Certainly the start of session this
year for the Independent Denocratic Conference,
whi ch expanded to seven nenbers, is a good one.

First I want to wel come our very
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speci al new nenber, State Senator Mari sol

Al cantara, who will join our chanber as the first
Domi ni can- Ameri can wonman ever to serve in the New
York State Senate.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR KLEI N: | also want to
wel come Senator Jesse Hamilton to our conference.
Certainly he's not newto this chanber. H's hard
work is sonmething we all respect.

And of course | want to wel cone back
and thank all of ny colleagues in the IDC. M
deputy | eader, David Val esky; Senator D ane
Savi no; Senator David Carlucci, and Senator Tony
Avel | a.

You know, these are nmenbers who
never shy away from doing the people's business.
They are constantly |ooking for ways -- | really
do believe that they get up every norning with a
very sinple truth: How do we nake a positive
difference in the lives of New Yorkers? And
want to give themall a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR KLEI' N: | want to say a
very special thank you to John Fl anagan, our

Presi dent of the Senate.
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| want to tell you, |ast year
t hink was the best exanple of anyone who can
actually tal k about what we did in the State
Senate is com ng together and work together in a
bi parti san fashion. On m ni mum wage, which
reflected the hard work of the hardest-working
New Yorkers. The nobst conprehensive, best paid
famly | eave program anywhere in the nation. W
took on the blight of zonbie properties which was
affecting our state. W can go on and on. But |
think it was really because of the role that John
pl ays in understanding that this institution is
sonmething that's very, very inportant to us.

And when we enter this chanber we
enter this chanber as Senators, Denocrats,
Republ i cans, nenbers of the |Independent
Denocratic Conference. But | think we al
recogni ze and John, | think, is the | eader anpbng
us that makes sure this all happens, that we get
things done. And | want to thank himand | want
to congratulate himon getting reelected as the
President of the Senate.

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR KLEI N: You know, |ike

every year, the Independent Denocratic Conference
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is not shy about putting forth a very robust
agenda, and | think this year is no different.
This year our mantra is changi ng New York for the
better, and it starts with a coll ege education.

| appl aud the Governor for what he put forth
yesterday. But |ast week the |Independent
Denocratic Conference put forth a program which
we want to nake sure that college is affordable
for all.

You know, we talk a | ot about
col | ege education, but | think we m ss the point
when we don't help the many instead of just the
few There is no one that we represent, there is
no young person that isn't hit by the high cost
of college tuition. So our programis going to
i ncrease TAP awards, increase the eligibility for
TAP, and rmake sure that any individual, even
regardl ess of their immgration status, has a
right for TAP and their ability to go to coll ege.
That's sonmething that's extrenely inportant.

W al so want to nmake sure, as we
tal ked about earlier this year, we put together a
robust proposal again a couple of weeks ago, we
want to Raise the Age. Besides being an issue of

fairness, too many of our young people are
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suffering with a crimnal background, needlessly
so. And we actually put sort of an econom c
tw st showi ng how much we can save by not

i ncarcerating young people for m nor offenses,
and put that noney where it belongs -- for
education, drug treatnent, and other things that
are disturbing and really putting away our youth
needl essly.

We al so put together a very robust
proposal to create jobs. You know sonethi ng, one
of the things that | think we have to be m ndf ul
of is that we have to get back to basics in the
State of New York. W can't turn around and say
that we can no | onger conpete for nanufacturing
j obs here in New York. That's why the |DC put
forth a program Made by New Yorkers, where we
want to encourage manufacturers to come back to
New Yor k and manufacture here again, creating
j obs.

You know, it's very hard to tel
soneone who's in their 40s and 50s who did
manufacturing their entire life, that sonehow
they're now going to be trained for high-tech
wor k, high-tech industries. That's sonething

that really shouldn't be.
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So again, we can go on and on -- and
|"msure | will, and ny coll eagues, during this
session. But at the same time, | wel cone

everyone back. And I'mso happy that we're here
again rolling up our sleeves and getting things
done for all New Yorkers.

Thank you all.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Pl ease
recogni ze Senator Fl anagan.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you very
much. And Lieutenant Governor, it's nice to see
you here.

And | want to wel cone everyone, w sh
everyone a Happy New Year. And | enjoy listening
to my coll eagues, whether it's rule changes or
not. And | have a tick list of things that |
just want to touch on that | think are extrenely
i mportant.

| want to return the favor in kind.
| want to say good and nice things about Senat or

Stewart-Cousins. And when we do speak, as |'ve
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al ways sai d, she conports herself as a very fine

human being, and for that alone | should be

grat eful.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | didn't nmean it
that way. | neant it in a good way.

Also to Mke G anaris, who has done
aterrific job on the floor working cordially,
especially with Senator DeFrancisco. And that
makes for a snooth operation of our house.

So two very bright individuals who
wor k on behal f of getting our business done here
in the New York State Senate. Neither one of
t hem bel i eves what | just said, but that's okay.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And then | also
want to tell you how much | deeply appreciate
Jeff Klein. Jeff has proven to be a very
val uable ally, he's a very smart coll eague, and |

woul d agree with Dave Val esky, | think the only

one -- | mght have to say Cathy Young rivals
Jeff Klein for work ethic, but we'll have it as a
t ossup.

| just know that he al ways comes up

wi th very uni que ideas, and they engender and
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generate discussion, and a lot of tines it ends
up in results. So that's a good thing. That's a
good thing for this body, for the New York State
Assenbly, and nost inportantly, for the peopl e of
the State of New York

A gentleman was here earlier today,
he was standing with his good friend and
col | eague the newy el ected Senator Bail ey, and
that is Carl Heastie. And |I'mgoing to be so
abundantly New York clear. Over the course of
the latter part of the session and through the
fall, and nore inportantly after the el ection,
bet ween El ection Day and New Year's, he proved to
be a gentleman-plus, a | eader, a class act.

And as Senator DeFranci sco spoke to,
we didn't get done sonme of the things that we
wanted to, but I"'mgoing to tell you, it's not
for lack of trying. And | can say with the
utnmost clarity that Speaker Heastie acted as a
gentleman and as a |l egislator and a | eader and
made it ways -- nade it a |l ot easier to try and
get things done.

Frank Patience. Everybody | oves
Frank; right? Everybody |oves Frank. So, Frank,

| just want to wi sh you congratul ati ons and say
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thank you for all your fantastic work. You
deserve it.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: To our new
menbers, as we wel cone every one of you, we get
to know Senat or Bail ey, Senator Brooks,

Senator -- and I'mgoing to have to try and

learn, is it Al-cantra or Al -cantara? kay,
Al -cantra. Bonacic's going to need a little
extra help figuring that one out.

But to the coll eagues on our side of
the aisle, | see Elaine Phillips, who had a
di stingui shed record at the |ocal governnent
| evel, fantastic famly, all of whomare here
today. W are delighted to have her join us.

Where is Pan? Pam okay. Pam
Hel mi ng, from Canandai gua. 1've been there so
many tinmes |I'msaying it properly. And she has a
background that | just realized, in |ooking at
some of her bio, working with group honmes. So
working with people like Rob Ortt on the nental
heal th issues and things of that nature.

We have peopl e on both sides of the
ai sl e who cone to this house with a great deal of

experience, which is inherently val uabl e.
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And M. Jacobs, a distinguished
menber from Western New York. A great famly,
great philanthropy, great benevol ence. Just a
very good person. County clerks -- and we al
know we | ove our county clerks, we have a county
cl erk caucus.

And | ast but by no neans | east,
Senator -- newy elected Senator Jim Tedi sco, who
served with aplonb and insanity and j ust
on-driving energy for 34 years in the New York
State Assenbly. And you know, Jim | know,
havi ng served there, | know the role that gets
pl ayed on a |l ot of the nenbers of our conference,
can attest to that as well.

So to all of you, | certainly w sh
you the best. And | want -- this is going to
take a little bit of an explanation. Senator
Kennedy gave everybody a little token of candy
fromthe western part of the state. | have to
explain this, because | already see that Senator
Serrano has put the candy in his mug. The candy
came from Senat or Kennedy. The nug was given to
me by one of ny staff.

And if you look at the nmug that's on

your desk, to nme, this is the thenme | want to
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stress. This is one New York. It's one
New York. Ken LaValle was a little annoyed
because | didn't get Montauk written in on the
East End there. But it's one New York

And yes, it's a bignug. It's a big
mug. And everyone got a heads-up |ucky penny on
the inside. So we can all use good luck. And if
we rmaintain that thene in terns of how we do our
busi ness, we will be in a very good spot.

We have done a couple of things.
W' ve proven that we can | ead, collectively.
W' ve proven that we can govern. And | think
we' ve done that in many ways that we can be very
proud of -- not perfectly. 1'll never suggest
that it's perfectly. But reality is nowthe
el ections are over. And |I'm watching everything
just the way you are, not only here but down in
Washi ngton. Everybody, everybody, including the
menbers in this house and the new nenbers,
deserves a chance to cut their teeth, to grow, to
do the public's business. And | don't care if
it's in Washington or here in the great State of
New York, we all need to work together. So
that's going to be very inportant.

And like | said, elections are over,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

90

so let's get about the people's business. And
when | think of things that we have advocated and
come to resolution through negotiation and
conprom se with our Denocratic coll eagues -- a
property tax cap. W' ve pushed for a spending
cap at the state level. Record investnents in
education. Trying to do as nmuch as hunmanly
possible in the area of higher ed.

Ken LaValle -- and | was remss in
not doing this properly. Ladies and gentlenen,
Ken LaValle is now starting his 41lst year in the
New York State Senate. He is the dean of the
Senat e.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And t he amazi ng
thing to nme is I"'mstarting ny 31lst year, and |
still feel like a rookie when I"msitting next to
hi m

But it's also wonderful to have
back, it's wonderful to see Senator Marcellino
and Senator Hannon, who both are recovering from
hip surgery. So gentlenen, it is awesone,
awesone to have you back here with us today.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR FLANAGAN: There are so
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many ot her areas that we could touch on. People

tal k about infrastructure -- Joe Robach's work on

transportation, Betty Little's work on housi ng,
Jim Seward's work on insurance. There are so
many di fferent aspects to the work that we do
that we need to keep tal king about.

And |I'm going to do ny nor nal
thing -- Senator Stewart-Cousins, | know she'll
allownme to do this -- organ donation. Let's
keep tal ki ng about organ donation. Let's save
lives. Let's get awareness out to the public.
You can actually save sonebody's |ife by doing
t hat .

So please, if you are not
regi stered, make sure you register. To ne, |
have a passi on because of a personal friend, as
everybody knows. But it's sonmething that inures
to the benefit of people all across this state.
So anything you can do to help in that regard
woul d be extrenely inportant.

So now | want to tal k about human
capital. Human capital. W can build buil dings,
we can do all kinds of different things. And I
|istened carefully to nmy col |l eagues, and whet her

it's college affordability or Raise the Age or
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things like that, what people need are jobs.
They need jobs nore than anything el se. Senator
Klein spoke to the issue of jobs. W need to do
alot nmore. CQur tax policy | don't think is
working. | already see peopl e tal king about
rai sing taxes this year already, com ng out of
t he gate.

We shoul d be tal ki ng about how we
come up with a better tax policy, a better
regul atory environnent, a better business
structure. And at this point it ain't going to
be so easy, because revenues are not where
everyone wants themto be. Qur personal incone
tax collections are down, and that neans a | ot of
different things. That has an effect on jobs, it
has an effect on our ability to make investnents
in different areas, whether it's veterans or the
envi ronnment or things like that.

So if we don't have jobs and we
don't have the right environnent -- and |I'm
tal ki ng about clean water, clean air, but I'm
tal ki ng about a busi ness and regul atory
environnent that is nore friendly than it is
now -- all those other issues -- | think of Raise

the Age. One of the problens with Raise the Age
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is alot of these kids are getting in trouble
because they don't have jobs. So if people had
good, solid jobs, no opioid and heroin
addi ction -- workforce devel opnent, job training,
smal | - busi ness peopl e |ike George Amedore and a
| ot of people simlarly situated in this Senate.
So we're going to stay very, very, very focused
on job creation.

Now, having said that, | think
want to segue and end at relatively the sane
time. W're going to have our priorities and
yeah, we'll battle, we'll go back and forth. But
at the end of the day, we'll get the people's
busi ness done.

But | really want to make this
di stinction, because what happens is when we get
up and we start asking tough questions, sone
people freak out. Sone people that work in
Al bany and work in Washington, they get all very
upset about the fact that we're asking tough
guestions. So if the EPA is allow ng dunping in
Long I sland Sound and we go after them |[|'m not
goi ng to apol ogi ze for that, nor should anybody
in this chanber.

So when we tal k about START-UP NY,
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we tal k about Regi onal Econonic Devel opnent
Councils, we talk about all those types of

t hi ngs, we have an obligation to ask hard
guestions. Senator Young sat through al nost a
hundred hours of hearings |ast year in the budget
process, and so did a | ot of other people. Not
gquite as many. But we have a process.

And if we're asking those questions,
Joe Giffo has every right in the world to get up
and say, "There were 1100 jobs coming to Utica;
now they're not." That's not good for anybody.
That's not good for anybody. That's not good for
Kevin Parker's district; that's not good for ny
district.

So if people get uptight because
you're all acting like public servants and
el ected officials, get over it. Get over it.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: | serve -- |'m
going to have a unique distinction. Jim Seward
and | got elected the sane year. | served
16 years in the New York State Assenbly, and at
the end of this terml| wll have had the good
fortune and privilege to have served 16 years

here. Wiich is pretty unique. Not a |ot of
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peopl e get that chance. And sure as heck, not a
| ot of people get the chances that |'ve had.

So a couple of people -- there's a
gentl eman here, because | want to tal k about
public service, | asked himto cone back today.
| don't know where he is. But Mchael Paol
retired recently as secretary to the
Finance Commttee. G eat, great public servant.
He's the type of person that deserves accol ades
and our praise and our friendship. And, |adies
and gentl enen, there are tens of thousands of
people |ike that who work in New York State
gover nment .

So let's stand up for public
people and -- well, go ahead. Please stand up,
M chael .

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: He deserves a
round of appl ause just because he had to work
with Mijica for all those years. |'msure he
heard that. kay, Robert, it's okay.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And |I'm al so
bl essed because | had a surprise today. And when

| watched people's fam lies and people getting
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sworn in, | had a really pleasant surprise. MW
not her was here, and | knew she was going to be
com ng. People that | work with | ocally cane.
But ny sister and ny niece showed up as a

conpl ete surprise, not only to me but to ny

not her .

So we all are fortunate to have
peopl e who | ove us and who enbrace us. And |
just want to say thank you personally to ny
famly.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Okay, Article 3
of the New York State Constitution, it's very
sinple. Kenp Hannon, this is so short, it's
perfect. "The legislative power of the State is
vested in the Senate and the Assenbly.” Not the
Attorney Ceneral, not the Conptroller, and not
Gover nor.

So I"'mgoing to close on this. |
work in the New York State Senate, as do all of
you. And I'mgoing to stand up for the primacy
and i ndependence of this body. It is |long
over due.

( Tumul t uous st andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: On that note,
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thank you fromthe bottomof my heart. Let's get
back to the people's business. And |'mproud to
work with all of you, and I'm going to be proud
to make sure that we create jobs and get the
peopl e' s busi ness done.

Thank you very much

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATCOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, is there
any further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ther e bei ng
no further business, | nove we adjourn until
Monday, January 9th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Mbonday,

January 9th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Wher eupon, at 2:10 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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