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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : And to
gi ve our opening prayer today, the Reverend
Peter G Young, of the Mdther Teresa Community
i n Al bany.

REVEREND YOUNG Thank you
Senat or .

Let us pray.

When we neet in session, sonetines
we stop listening and use our conmuni cation
skills to advocate only for our own constituents
and their agenda.

God, You want us to conmmuni cate
with respect and care for each other and each
Senator here in this chanber, so that we m ght
show our New York State citizens and
constituents our exanpl e of togetherness and the

common good of New York State.
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Hel p us to have open ears and al
the hospitality of mnds as we listen, share,
and build community, instead of disunity, for
our citizens.

W ask You this in God' s nane.
Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 8th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday,

February 7th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: M. President,
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can we adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolutions 3732, 3781, and 3797.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolutions 3732, 3781, and
3797, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
can we have the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Very
well. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
16, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 6385A, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in

t he sane manner as a chapter of the Laws of
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2015.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 21,
by Senator Murphy, Senate Print 6390A, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the

same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2015.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 64,
by Senator Croci, Senate Print 6365A, an act to
anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Read t he
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| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
144, by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 3969,
an act to amend the Private Housing Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or LaValle, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR LaVALLE: M. President,
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can we return to notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Mot i ons
and resol utions.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Can we take up
Resol ution 3797, by Senator Stewart-Cousins. Can
we read it inits entirety, and the Senator would
like to open this resolution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3797, by Senator
St ewart - Cousins, nenorializing Governor Andrew M
Cuono to proclai mFebruary 2016 as Bl ack History
Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month,
previ ously known as Negro Hi story Wek, was
founded by Dr. Carter G Wodson, and was first
cel ebrated on February 1, 1926; since 1976, it
has beconme a nationally recognized nont h-1ong
cel ebration, held each year during the nonth of
February to acknow edge and pay tribute to
African- Aneri cans negl ected by both society and
t he history books; and

"WHEREAS, The nonth of February
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observes the rich and diverse heritage of our
great state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month seeks
to enphasi ze Black history is American history;
and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack History Month is a
time to reflect on the struggles and victories of
African- Areri cans throughout our country's
hi story and to recogni ze their nunerous val uabl e
contributions to the protection of our denocratic
society in war and in peace; and

"WHEREAS, Sone African- American
pi oneers whose many acconplishnments, all which
t ook place during the nmonth of February, went
unnoti ced, as well as numerous synbolic events
in February that deserve to be nenorialized
i nclude: John Sweat Rock, a noted Boston | awer
who becane the first African-American admtted
to argue before the U S. Suprene Court, on
February 1, 1865, and the first African-American
to be received on the floor of the U S. House of
Represent ati ves; Jonathan Jasper Wight, the
first African-Anerican to hold a major judicia
position, who was elected to the South Carolina

Suprene Court on February 1, 1870; President

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

507

Abr aham Li ncol n submts the proposed

13th Amendnent to the U. S. Constitution,
abol i shing slavery, to the states for
ratification on February 1, 1865; civil rights
protester Jimm e Lee Jackson dies from wounds
inflicted during a protest on February 26, 1965,

| eading to the historic Selnma, Al abama, civil
rights denonstrations, including Bl oody Sunday,
in which 600 denonstrators, including Martin

Lut her King, Jr., were attacked by police;

Aut herine J. Lucy becane the first

African- Amrerican student to attend the University
of Al abama, on February 3, 1956; she was expel |l ed
three days later 'for her own safety' in response
to threats froma nob; in 1992, Autherine Lucy
Foster graduated fromthe university with a
master's degree in education, the same day her
daughter, Grazia Foster, graduated with a

bachel or' s degree in corporate finance; the

Negro Basebal | League was founded on February 3,
1920; Jack Johnson, the first African-Anerican
Worl d Heavywei ght Boxi ng Chanpion, won his first
title on February 3, 1903; and Reginald F.

Lewi s, born on Decenber 7, 1942, in Baltinore,

Maryl and, received his | aw degree from Harvard
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Law School in 1968, and was a partner in Mirphy,
Thorpes & Lewis, the first black law firmon
Wall Street; in 1989, he becane president and CEO
of TLC Beatrice International Food Conpany, the
| ar gest bl ack- owned business in the
United States; and
"WHEREAS, In recognition of the vast
contributions of African-Anmericans, a joyful
nmont h-1ong cel ebration is held across New York
State and across the United States, with many
commenorative events to honor and display the
cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and
"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
commends the African-American community for
preserving, for future generations, its
centuries-old traditions that benefit us all and
add to the color and beauty of the tapestry which
is our American society; now, therefore, be it
"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mFebruary
2016 as Black History Month in the State of
New York; and be it further
"RESCLVED, That copies of this

resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
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to the Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, and to the events
commenor ating Black H story Month throughout
New York State."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
LaVval | e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
woul d you recogni ze Senator Stewart-Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yes,
t hank you, M. President.

| rise, as | do every year, to
recogni ze Bl ack Hi story Month. And when | ri se,
| talk about a lot of different things, certainly
many things that were in the resolution -- ny
parents and their struggle for equality in our
great nation, heroes and heroines in our
comunities who are often unsung.

And today, when | thought about nmny
Bl ack H story nmessage, | thought about the
significance of this day in ny life. February 9,
2005, | found out that I had | ost ny race for
Senate by 18 votes. It was the |ongest

unresol ved race in New York State history. And
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of course I"'mhere, so clearly the next tine
was successful .

| al so thought about what happened
during nmy tine as Senator when on Novenber 4,
2008, what we thought could never happen -- at
| east in the black comunity -- happened: W
el ected President Barack Obama, the first
African- Areri can president in our nation's
hi story.

And | realized at that point, and
now, this will be the last Black Hi story Month
celebration that | will be speaking while there
is a black president.

So | guess the conversation for ne
today is about voting. |It's about voting rights,
it's about the franchise that is so inportant to
America and its sense of denocracy. |It's about
the history that goes back, obviously, before
President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation in
1863, where the enslaved Africans were freed.

W realize that even that freedom
in quotes, didn't bring the right to vote. That
happened later, with the 15th Anendnent,
February 3, 1870, where African-Anerican nmen were

allowed to vote. O course we know t he wonen
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were allowed to vote in 1920.

Even that 15th Amendnment, and the
| at er anmendnent that included wonen, didn't allow
for African-Anmericans, especially in the South,
to exercise their franchise. They were still
subject to JimCrow Laws -- literacy tests, all
ki nds of inpossible tests that nobody el se who
was a citizen of this great nation were subjected
to, thereby disallow ng the Amrerican popul ati on,
the full Anerican popul ati on who shoul d have been
allowed to vote, to vote

And it was the constant struggle and
t he constant push for a full denocracy that
allowed for finally -- and we've heard about
Bl oody Sunday and we've tal ked about, obviously,
the influences of Rosa Parks and Dr. King. And
all of those sung and unsung heroes and heroi nes
made sure that by 1965 the Voting Rights Act was
passed that renoved obstacles from
African- Anericans exercising their right to vote.

So here we are today, on the eve of
a new election, with the reality that in many of
our communities, less than 40 percent of the
peopl e actually vote -- many who have really

benefited fromthe sacrifices of people who cane

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

512

before. Because people understood that if you
exerci sed your right to vote, you would have as
much say as every other person who was a citizen
of this country.

As we stand on this eve of a new
el ection, as we cel ebrate African-Anerican
hi story, ny nmessage is the history of our rights
to vote, and the fruit that the exercise of those
rights have yiel ded, should not be taken for
granted. So nmuch a part of our history is about
our denocracy, so much of black history is about
pushing the ideals of that denobcracy so that they
becone reality for everyone.

So as we cel ebrate bl ack history,
let's cel ebrate our heroes, celebrate our
acconpl i shnents, but don't forget that the basic
and fundanmental right to vote is at the core of
it all.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.
| rise today to second our Leader

Cousi ns' speech in noting Black Hi story Mnth.
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Bl ack Hi story Month in Anerica neans
a lot of things to a |lot of people. It nmeans a
time of reflection, it nmeans a time of review ng
hi story, renewi ng history, rem nding people of
the sacrifices that people have nade for progress
in this country, rem nding people of the people
that had to fight to get the right to vote, to
get the right for respect, to get the right to
t akes buses, to get basic rights that any
Anerican citizen should have and still have
t oday.

As our Leader Cousins has spoken on
the fact that it all boils down to the right to
vote. And in New York State, where we have one
of the | owest voter turnouts and participation,
it remnds ne that we still need to go out and
reach out to all segnents of our popul ation so
that they can understand what the power of the
vote is and the need to vote.

And as | amrem nded by Martin
Lut her King, we are not nakers of history, we are
made by history. W nust make sure that we send
out that nmessage to all that we know and be
living exanples to make sure that people

understand that history is nmade in the present;
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history is made by each one giving back; history
is made by being a living exanple and a wal ki ng
solution to people that have problenms; history is
made by us as elected officials by reaching out
and touchi ng people, by inpacting people in a
positive way, by trying to nake sure that the
Senate and all elected officials in New York
State do their utnost to try to make a positive
change in this state, by nmaking sure that we
reach out to our young people that are

di sconnected from history, that are di sconnected
fromreality so that we can show t hem t hat
there's a better way.

The object of history and
understanding our past is to try to ensure that
we have a better future, and not fall down the
same gat eways and potholes that we fell into when
we were not united in purpose, when we did not
have a singular goal, when we could not find
opportunities to bring each other together.

What we've | earned fromhistory in
the Black History Movenment was that in struggle
there was unity, in struggle there was an
opportunity to come to a consensus, in struggle

there was an opportunity to find a peace and find
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an opportunity to nmake good. And | think that we
need to renmenber that as Black Hi story Month and
try to enul ate that.

In my district, | put together
opportunities this nonth for people of
intergenerational -- different generations to
come together and speak about their experiences,
bot h young and ol d, so that the young people
could teach the old and the old people can rem nd
t he young of what they' ve been through.

|"'mhonored in ny district to have
one of the original Tuskegee Airnen, who is over
93 years old and has a stronger grip than al nost
anyone in this chanber and is still a very active
and agil e person who was al so, when he canme out
of Tuskegee, becane one of the first black car
deal ers, car sal esperson and then dealer in
Phi | adel phia, then came to New York

|"m honored in ny district that |
have many people that participated in the March
on Washi ngton and participated in nany of the
struggles in the early Black H story Myvenent
t hat have tutored and nmentored many young peopl e
and have tried to tell their story.

| just want to hope that we can al
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be storytellers by our exanple, not just during
Bl ack Hi story Month, but every day in our lives,
so that we can teach people to be better people
in our future so that our state and our country
can be a better place.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

And before |I begin, | want to first
thank ny | eader and friend, Senator
Stewart-Cousins, for bringing forth this
resolution. She is the epitone of class and
grace, and it's such a pleasure to know her, and
in many ways exenplifies the inportance of this
nmonth and the issues of diversity. And the
opportunities that she presents to all of us, not
only in her district but throughout the state,

t hi nk are i mmeasurabl e.

And this resolution is significant
on so many different levels. It gives us an
opportunity to take a noment to think about the
struggl es that have been going on for civil

rights for so many years. And as a Puerto Rican
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nmysel f, thinking about how the struggle in the
African- Aneri can community is not dissimlar from
the struggles of any civil rights novenent in any
comunity here in our great |and.

So it has really fostered di scussion
about the inportance of equality for wonen, for
all people of color, for all who feel oppressed
or marginalized in a society which was built on
i ncl usi veness and should continue to be built on
t hat .

Anyone who bel i eves sonehow t hat
Bl ack H story Month is not necessary really
shoul d t hi nk about how nuch nore we still have to
do. You know, with all that we have with soci al
media now and with Twitter and other social nedia
platforns, we're able to see in real tine that
there still continues to be really shanmefu
di spl ays of bigotry on a conmunity |evel

And how do we conbat that? W
conmbat that through education. W conbat that
t hrough understanding and really by show ng that
this struggle that we all care so deeply about is
not specific to any one group, but is a struggle
that all of us should feel conpletely wedded to

because it is the American dream And this
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country was built upon stepping back and pushing
agai nst oppression.

So | think it's inportant that we
continue to enbrace that foundation of our
society, and this resolution and Bl ack History
Mont h cel ebrations that we have all throughout
our nation are a testanent to that need.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

To some, Black History Month may be
a deification of ancient glories, a tine when we
get together and speak about victories of days
gone by. | would suggest that they m sunderstand
what the nonth is about.

The nonth is actually a tine where
we reflect on Anerica, a tinme where we get a
chance to say -- to hold true that out of many,
we are one. A chance we have to | ook at how far
we have cone.

Yes, there have been nmany steps and
stutters and pauses al ong the way, but the

Ameri can peopl e have been able to nove forward.
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Wen we | ook at black history, when we | ook at
this month, it's not sinply a nonth of bl ack
people. Every part of the victories of the black
popul ati on here have been ai ded by good peopl e of
every type -- of wonen, of whites, of Native
Ameri cans, of Asians, of Latinos, of every
person, when we speak of this particular nonth.

Going further, ny friends, | would
suggest to you that this is not a tine where we
| ook to the past, but indeed a tinme that we | ook
to the future, that Black Hi story Month is what's
happeni ng now, how you live your life.

The children of Martin Luther King
and Mal colm X are best seen in the Black Lives
Matters novenent, where people are saying that,
hey, the American Revolution is not finished. W
are not finished. This is a thing of beauty that
has to be forever replenished. [|'mthinking of
sonme of the ancient patriots when | speak of
t hat .

So we are |ooking at things that,
every day, what you do is create this type of
history. That's why |I'mglad that the people
fromthe YAl are here, where they are

participating -- that was a plug, ny friends --
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that they are participating in this type of
hi story where they' re buil ding things.

So | encourage all of us to renew
our faith in Arerica at this tine. W need to
renew it and make sure that the dreans so nany
have died for, that we have a chance of naking it
areality. In this nonth and the next nonth and
the nonths to come, we need to say that all of
this is Arerican history. W're reflecting on
t he bl acks, but at the same tine you cannot have
American history without black history.

And with that being said, | shal
say no nore.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,

can we take up previously adopted Resol ution
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3280, by Senator Ritchie, and read the title
only. And Senator Ritchie would also like to
open the resolution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do
not wi sh to be cosponsor, please notify the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3280, by Senator Ritchie,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
procl ai m February 20-27, 2016, as Future Farners
of America Wek in the State of New York.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Whul d you
recogni ze Senator Ritchie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Thank you,

M. President.

Today on both sides of the gallery
we have FFA students from across New York State
from40 different chapters, including four from
my district, which is Belleville-Henderson, South
Jef ferson, Canton and Cart hage.

W al so have the officers for

New York State, and they are Sara M| spaugh
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state president, from Al bion; Emma Wegner,

vi ce president, from Schoharie; Kaylah Gull ey,
treasurer, Greenwich; Tricia Jordan, secretary,
Greenwi ch; Lindsey Pal mer, state sentinel,
Ham | ton; and Erin Langdale, state reporter,
Warwi ck.

And | have to say every year | | ook
forward to FFA Day, because |'mso inpressed with
the students that conme, not just because of their
agriculture experience and how much t hey know
about it, but because of their abilities and the
fact that these are our | eaders of the future.

| know that when | visit with nmany
of themfrom across the state, one of the things
that amazes ne nost is that | think many of us
believed in the past that the FFA students cane
fromfarmng famlies. That's not true today.
The students that conme are from nmany different
famlies who have not had agriculture in their
past and who are now interested in producing a
career in the field.

So it's really quite enlightening to
see how nmuch their teachers have taught them and
how t hey' ve encouraged themto | ook at the

opportunities to be part of the industry going
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forward

So | want to welcone all of you to
t he chanmber today, and | want you to know t hat
we're all very proud of you. W look forward to
what you're going to do in the future. And thank
you for com ng.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

I'"d like to join ny coll eague
Senator Ritchie and thank her for this
resol ution.

And | too would like to express ny
t hanks to the Future Farners of Anerica, FFA, for
bei ng here today and for all that they do -- for
all that their |eaders do, for all that the
students who adopt | eadership positions and | earn
so nuch by being part of this great organization

| have students today from Argyl e,
Greenwi ch, Hartford, Chateaugay, Salem
Canbri dge, and Schuylerville Central Schools.
And as Senator Ritchie nentioned, not all of them

are fromfarmfamlies. But the phenonenon of
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the last 15, 20 years, when people want to know
where their food is comng from has certainly
i nvol ved nore and nore people getting involved in
farmers markets and marketing of |ocal produce
and all. And these students have just joined
that effort and have | earned so nuch

The program has grown so that there
are school s asking for ag prograns, even though
they don't have a |l arge nunber of farns in their
area, and the new di stance | earning prograns are
begi nning to do that.

So thank you to all the students
that are here. Thank you for your teachers,
advi sors, and those who have hel ped you get to
this position. And good luck in the future.
Happy to have you here today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

| guess you're wondering why a
| egi sl ator froman urban, diverse county such as
Queens County would get up, first to thank

Senator Ritchie for introducing this resolution,
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but also to speak on it.

Believe it or not, | represent the
| argest chapter of the Future Farmers of America
in the state, and perhaps the country. W have a
hi gh school in nmy Senate district, John Bowne
Hi gh School, that has an agricul tural program
and it's just a nmarvelous program | net earlier
with the students and the teacher fromthe
Ver non- Verona- Sherrill Future Farners of Anerica,
and they were just terrific. They are the best
| obbyi sts you coul d have.

But | didn't need convincing,
because | have been to John Bowne many tinmes, and
|"mvery proud of mnmy constituents, of the young
peopl e, the assistant principal at John Bowne,
Steve Perry, who is a graduate of John Bowne, a
graduate of Cornell, and cane back to teach
agriculture.

They have a farm they have -- they
host the Vernon-Verona-Sherrill School District,
who has a very interesting maple syrup van, they
come, they exchange programs. And to nme, this is
what education should be: Hands-on, and it's
sonmet hing that brings us together as a state to

appreciate agriculture. You don't have to be
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froma rural district.

So again, | thank you. And I
encourage all of people here fromthe Future
Farmers of America to continue, and let us al
wor k together in our common mi ssion.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Panepi nt o.

SENATOR PANEPI NTCO, Yes, |'d al so
like to extend nmy congratul ati ons and t hanks to
the Future Farners of Anerica.

| didn't know about the group until
| got on Senator Ritchie's commttee, and |'mthe
ranker on Ag. And |I've just been incredibly
i npressed by the | eadership of the young peopl e
involved in FFA. And | got a chance to neet a
nunber of them at the hotel |ast night where |
stay at, they were having a dance downstairs.

And, you know, | think it builds
| eaders across the board. And we have --

99 percent of the farns in New York State are
famly farns, and we're giving these folks a
pathway to take over their famly farns and
continue a $6 billion industry in our state

t hrough FFA.
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So it's a trenmendous organi zation,
we need to support it. And just to echo sone of
the things Senator Stavisky had to say, they
brought around, you know, maple production
packets yesterday to ny office. And | ama
t remendous supporter of ©Maple Wekend, which is
two weekends this year in New York State, the
weekend of March 16 and 17, and April 2 and 3,
and 1'Il be going to both weekends in ny
district.

So thank you again, FFA

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Akshar .

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to thank ny col |l eague Senator
Ritchie for this resolution.

And | had an opportunity,

M. President, to neet with about 25 students

this nmorning fromFFA and | found themto be

remarkably intelligent, inspirational, forward
t hi nki ng, and just a wonderful group.

So | want to thank mny col |l eague
Senator Ritchie for this resolution, and I want

to wel come each of the students to the chanber.
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It was a remarkabl e event this nmorning, and |
t hank you for everything that you're doing.

| woul d encourage all of ny
col | eagues in this house noving forward to ensure
that we support Ag in the classroom and FFA-type
events.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The Senate
would like to extend a warm wel cone to all of the
students here with FFA

Senat or Conri e.

SENATCR COWRI E: | want to echo the
sentinents of ny coll eagues and thank Senat or
Ritchie. | serve on the Agriculture Conmttee as
wel | .

| heard sone very inspiring speeches
fromthe FFA students this norning. And | also
heard that we have a shortage of agricultura
teachers that are available and willing to teach
t hese students, to nake sure that we continue
havi ng an econony upstate, having young peopl e
that are engaged and staying in New York State.

| was truly noved by what | heard,
and | want to conplinment Senator Ritchie for

continuing to push the idea, to push to nake sure
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that the opportunities for young peopl e upstate
to stay in farmng are highlighted.

| want to thank her for doing
everything she can to make sure that all of us
are aware of those issues. And hopefully we can
hel p inprove the ability of people that want to
be teachers, agricultural teachers, in this
budget, so that we can have nore people that are
willing to stay in New York State and do work in
expressly farm ng.

Thank you, Senator Ritchie.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
LaVval | e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
can we take up Resolution 3732, by Senator Funke.
Wuld you read the title only, and Senator Funke
woul d i ke to open the resolution for
cosponsorship. And then would you recogni ze
Senat or Funke.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3732, by Senator Funke,

commenorating the 100t h Anniversary of Wgmans
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Food Markets, Inc.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Funke.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,

M. President.

When Leader Fl anagan opened our
session a couple of weeks ago, he kind of went
t hrough everybody's district and tal ked about
something unique in their districts. And when he
got to the 55th State Senate District, | was kind
of excited because he nentioned a jewel, not only
in our conmunity but in all of New York State,
and that's Wegnans Food Markets.

Wth all due respect to ny Central
and Western New York col | eagues, Wegnans is
distinctly a Rochester claimto fane. Wen you
t hi nk of Rochester, you think of Wegmans. You
m ght al so think of Kodak, Xerox and Bausch &
Lonb, but today we're tal ki ng about Wegmans.

Now, for those of you who don't have
a Wegnans in your area, let me start by saying
|"msorry. You don't know what you're m ssing.
Also | understand that praising a grocery store
m ght seema little over the top to sone of you

here -- crazy, even -- but let ne tell you a
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coupl e of ways Wegnans is so inportant in our
comunity.

First, consider the fact that the
flagship Pittsford Wegmans, in the heart of ny
district, isn't just a grocery store, it's a
tourist attraction. For those of us from
Rochester, it's not unconmon to bring our
out-of -town guests first to this beautiful,
state-of-the-art, 140, 000-square-foot Pittsford
Wegmans, with its burger bar, coffer shop, sush
buffet, giant bul k candy section, and on and on.
It is that good.

Now, we have a | ot of great tourist
attractions in the Rochester area, including our
Strong National Museum of Play -- which happens
to have a m ni - Wegmans i nsi de.

Second, understand that Wegnmans
doesn't just occupy space in our regional
econony, it drives it every single day. As our
region's third-1argest enployer, Wegmans enpl oys
nearly 14,000 of our friends and nei ghbors. And
by all accounts, the conpany is a great place to
wor k, consistently ranked anong the very best
pl aces to work in America. |In fact, it's

possi bl e that the ones who | ove Wegnans nore than
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its enployees are its custoners, because they
have nade it Anerica's top conpany for consuner
satisfaction and brand | oyalty.

But nost of all, Wegnans says it
best when they say they are nore than just a
chain of stores. They are giving back to our
nei ghbors and our nei ghborhoods each and every
day in nmy district. And they have done that for
generations, whether it's donations to the food
bank, whether it's providing jobs and
schol arshi ps for young people who work there, the
Wegmans School of Nursing and Pharmacy at
St. John Fisher College, or Danny \Wgnman's
service as our cochair of our regional economc
devel opnent council .

The Wegman fam |y name i s synonynous
with community giving in our area. Bob handed
that down to Danny, who handed that down to his
daughters Col | een and Ni col e.

So today as we cel ebrate 100 years
of Wegmans, | offer my nost heartfelt thanks and
congratul ations to everybody on the Wegmans team
for their incredible success and their service to
our community. Here's to a hundred nore years of

Wegmans putting Rochester on the map and making
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all of us very proud.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Seei ng no
one el se wishing to address the chanber, the
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Can we recogni ze
Senator Comrie for a gallery introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you, Senator
Laval l e. Thank you, M. President.

| just wanted to |let the Senators
know that | have a group of students from ny
district that are here from Pat hways Hi gh School
in Saint Albans. They're here visiting, they're
up in the chanber today. They're a bunch of
young people that -- Pathways H gh School is a
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col |l ege prep school, it's in my district, that
has an excellent program They're young peopl e
that are working hard to be the future | eaders of
our comunity.

| just wanted to wel cone them and
t hank you for com ng up and spending the day in
Al bany. And | hope that you get to stop by every
office that you want to see. And | hope that
this will also encourage you to stay part of the
political process.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
LaVval | e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
before we take up the last resolution, by
Senat or Kennedy, |'d like to once again open up
for cosponsorship the resol utions by Senator
Ritchie and by Senat or Funke.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
resol utions are opened for cosponsorship. |[|f you
do not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: Can we now t ake

up Resol ution 3781, by Senator Kennedy, and read
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the title only.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3781, by Senator Kennedy,
comenorating the 90th Anniversary of the
Buffalo Criterion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Senat or
Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

Today | rise to honor a
wel | -respected and venerable institution in ny
district, the Criterion newspaper, on the
occasion of their 90th anniversary. |It's fitting
that this resolution is being considered today in
February, as we cel ebrate Bl ack Hi story Month,
because the Criterion is the ol dest continuously
publ i shed African-American newspaper in Wstern
New Yor k.

The paper was founded in 1925 by
Frank E. and Carnelita Merriweather, with the
goal of providing a voice to the Western New York
African- Amreri can conmmunity. This voice was badly

needed, as nost other newspapers published very
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few-- if any -- stories relevant to the
African- Amreri can conmunity. But the Criterion
was different. The paper sought to informthe
bl ack comunity on issues of health, education,
enpl oynment, housing, religion and civil rights,
at atime when this information was not commonly
reported on.

Finding difficulty in securing
printing assistance, the Criterion was the first
central-city publisher in Wstern New York to own
a conpl ete newspaper plant, with Linotypes,
printing presses, photoengraving equi pnent, and
news caner as.

Frank and Carnelita weren't deterred
by a challenge. They found a way to bring the
voi ce of the conmunity to life. The Criterion
encouraged participation in the political
process, regardless of party affiliation, and by
urging readers to run for commttee. Their
belief was that society and the community was
bettered t hrough participation.

Early on, the Criterion went through
great expense to start picturizing mnority
activities in Buffalo and Western New York, at a

ti me when few ot her papers sought to do so.
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These pictures remain a valuable record in the
hi story of Western New York, the Cty of Buffalo,
the state, and the nation.

In 1959, Frank E. Merriweather, Jr.,
succeeded his father as publisher, continuing the
goal s of the paper up until his death in 1995.
Leadership of the Criterion is continued today by
Frank Merriweather, Jr.'s wife, Evelyn, and it
remains a famly affair. Frank and Evelyn's
daughters, Frances and Patty, serve as editor and
associ ate editor, and Frank E. Merriweather 11I
i s photojournalist and public affairs director,
not to nention friend of everyone in the
comunity.

And, M. President, Buffalo has
shown an appreciation to the Merriweathers for
their contributions through the Criterion. A
branch of the Buffalo & Erie County Public
Li brary has been renanmed for Frank E
Merriweather, Jr. And a portion of WIIliam
Street in the heart of the Cty of Buffal o has
been renaned Frank E. Merriweather, Sr.

Boul evar d.
Appreci ating everything that the

famly and the Criterion have done and
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contributed to our conmmunity, we bring this
resolution forward here today cel ebrating the

90t h anniversary -- soon to be the 91st

anni versary next nmonth -- of the Criterion. And

| ask that this body recognize the i mense
contribution to the Buffalo community, to

New York State, and to the historic record that
the Criterion and the Merriweather famly has
pl ayed. Here's to another 90 years.

M. President, | vote aye, and
woul d ask that this resolution be opened up for
cosponsorshi p. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
woul d you open the resolution for cosponsorship

by Senat or Kennedy.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : The
resolution will be open for cosponsorship. |If
you do not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Can we go back to
notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRCOCI : Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President, on
Senator Giffo's behalf, on page nunber 9 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber 6,
Senate Print Nunber 2722C, and ask that said bill
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : So
or der ed.

SENATOR LaVALLE: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : There is
no further business before the desk.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President,
then I nove that we adjourn until Wdnesday,
February 24th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CROCI : On noti on,
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t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
February 24th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:58 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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