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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 26, 2016
11: 24 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR PHIL M BOYLE, Acting President
FRANCI S W PATI ENCE, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
for a nmonent of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 25th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday,

January 24th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Moti ons and resol utions.
Senat or DeFranci sco.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes,
M. President. | nove to amend Senate Bil
Nunber 5949B by striking out the amendnents nade
on January 21 and restoring it to its previous

print nunmber, 5949A. And that's for Senator

Giffo.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: So
or der ed.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.
Can we now have the
noncontroversial -- excuse ne, | forgot the

Resol ution Cal endar. One second. (Pause.)

Al right, thank you. Now could we
pl ease adopt the Resolution Calendar inits
entirety, except for -- nothing. Except for
not hing. Mve to adopt the entire cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar

signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Al'l right.
Now | believe there is a privileged resol ution
previ ously adopted, by Senator Amedore -- that's
Nunmber 3244 -- at the desk. | ask that it be
read in its entirety and to call on
Senat or Anedore

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3244, by Senator Amedore,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
procl ai mJanuary 31, 2016, as Onphal ocel e
Awar eness Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of Nati onal
Onphal ocel e Awar eness Day.

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize official days that

are set aside to i ncrease awareness of serious
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heal th i ssues that affect the lives of citizens
of New York State; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative
Body to nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai mJanuary 31, 2016, as Onphal ocel e
Awar eness Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of Nati onal
Onphal ocel e Awareness Day as part of the Birth
Def ects Prevention Mnth; and

"WHEREAS, An onphal ocele is a birth
defect that occurs early in pregnancy in which
t he abdomi nal wall does not close properly and
some or nost of the abdom nal organs protrude on
the outside of the fetus' body through the
unbi l i cal cord; and

"WHEREAS, It is estimated that a
smal | onphal ocel e occurs in about 1 out of every
5,000 pregnancies, and a | arge or giant
onphal ocel e occurs in about 1 out of every 10, 000
pregnanci es; and

"WHEREAS, An onphal ocel e nay be
i solated or may be associated with other defects

or chronpsomal abnornmlities; and
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"WHEREAS, Despite the challenges a
baby born with an onphal ocel e may face, nany
babi es who are born with an onphal ocel e survive
and go on to live happy, healthy lives; and

"WHEREAS, WMt hers of Omrphal ocel es
(MO is a group of over 1,400 parents from
around the world that was created to provide
hope, support and information to famlies with
babi es di agnosed wi th an onphal ocel e; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize MOO for their
courageous efforts to advocate for their children
and rai se awareness that an onphal ocele is a
treatabl e condition; and

"WHEREAS, It is inperative that
there be greater public awareness of this serious
heal th i ssue, and nore nmust be done to increase
activity at the state, local and national |evels
to support the patients, as well as their
famlies; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuono to procl ai mJanuary 31,
2016, as Onphal ocel e Anareness Day in the State

of New York, in conjunction with the observance
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of National QOrphal ocel e Awareness Day; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to the Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, and Mt hers of Orphal ocel es.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Senat or
Anedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Wel |, thank you,
M. President.

And today | am pleased to introduce
to this chanber a chanpion, who is a mghty
chanpi on because she is three years old, and
Reegan Crawford is one that has been di agnosed
wi t h onphal ocel e when she was born. And that is,
as we just heard, literally having some of your
organs -- your intestines, liver -- kind of
out si de of your body.

But through the advancenents of
nmedi ci ne and our great physicians we have, there
are cures. And we can announce today that al ong
wi th Reegan Crawford are her dad, Jacob; her nom
Kel I en; and her one-year-old sister, Delaney,
along with the MOOs up in the gallery.

And the MOOs are Mons of
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Omphal ocel es, fighting for the awareness and
maki ng sure that we all are aware of this

di sease, because it does happen in births. And
we can nake sure that we are aware of this and do
everything we can to help fight this scary

di agnosi s and di sease for our future generations.

So to the Crawfords, thank you so
much for your m ghty endeavor and continui ng your
advocacy.

And to all the MOGs up in the
gal l ery, thank you for your travels here and for
your support.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Thank you,
Senat or .

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: FI oor
Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO:

M. President, would you now recogni ze Senat or
St avi sky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.
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Very briefly, I too want to conmend
the Crawford famly. |'ve known Jake Crawford
fromhis days when he was a student -- in fact,

St udent President at SUNY Al bany. And he has
shown trenmendous | eadership on this issue, which
|'"d like to think he | earned fromhis days
working in the State Senate.

W | ead by exanple. And | know the
Crawford fam |y has been through difficult tines,
but | congratul ate them on hel pi ng ot her peopl e,
because that is what we do.

Thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Thank you,
Senat or .

Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d you now
take up the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 18,
by Senator Martins, Senate Print 6387, an act to
amend the State Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Announce
the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 23,
by Senator Little, Senate Print 6392, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect on the sane date
same nmanner as Chapter 536 of the Laws
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE:
roll.
(The Secretary called the
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE:
the result.
THE SECRETARY:

Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE:

and in the
of 2015.
Call the
roll.)

Announce

The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 52,
by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 3709A, an act to
anmend the General Municipal Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Senat or
Gol den to explain your vote.

SENATCOR GOLDEN: On the bill, thank
you, Ssir.

Wthout this property tax cap, in
New York City the property tax |evy rose
7.7 percent in 2014. Property taxes increased by
6.3 percent in the last two years, and
conservative estimtes see themfurther
i ncreasi ng by an average of over 6 percent each
for the next three years.

In the city fiscal year 2019, the
city will collect $27 billion in property taxes,

$4.5 billion nore than the city currently
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receives and at least $4 billion nore than if
New York City had been subject to the provisions
of the cap.

This bill nmeans at |east $1,000 nore
per year per each residential homeowner if these
t axes were capped.

New Yor k businesses will get hit
with another $3.5 billion nore in property taxes
wi thout the cap. Rising property taxes are the
bi ggest i npedi nent to econonmic growth in the
city. The cap provides certainty for investnent
and growth in New York City and will help keep us
nore conpetitive with our nei ghboring states.

If we | ook at what's goi ng on today
with the Governor trying to -- going after
Medi care $200 million this year, CUNY
$400 million plus -- alnost a billion dollars
that the state is trying to claw back. And if
you | ook at the clawbacks over the next two to
three years, it goes up to $2 billion to
$3 billion. That means the state is taking this
noney back and giving it out across the state.

Thi s noney bel ongs in the taxpayers'
pockets in the City of New York. And if we'd put

that noney in the taxpayers of the Gty of
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New York and give themthe edge that they need to
be able to stay and live and raise their famlies
in the greatest city and the greatest nation in
the world, that's what they deserve, and not hing
| ess.

| will be voting yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Senat or
Gol den in the affirmative.

Seei ng no other Senators wi shing to
speak, announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 52, those recorded in the negative are
Senators Breslin, Conrie, Ganaris, Ham|lton,
Hassel | - Thonpson, Parker, Peralta, Sanders,
Serrano and Squadron.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The bi |

i s passed.
Senat or DeFr anci sco.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes,
M. President. 1'd just like to acknow edge a

former colleague that's in the chanber disrupting
t he proceedi ngs here --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO -- fornmer
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Senat or Byron Brown, now mayor of the Gty of
Buf f al o.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Wl cone,
M. Mayor.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Fl oor
Leader, that conpletes the noncontroversi al
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | s there any
further business at the desk? (Pause.)

| believe there's nore business at
t he desk. We should return to notions and
resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And we woul d
like to indicate that Senator Anedore's
previ ously adopted resolution that he di scussed
t oday shoul d be opened up to all nmenbers of this
body. And if you do not want to cosponsor it,
pl ease notify the desk. Oherw se, you'll be on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do
not wi sh to cosponsor Senator Anmedore's

resol ution, please notify the desk
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Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And now i s
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: No further
busi ness.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That bei ng
the case, we will now adjourn until Monday,
February 1st, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BOYLE: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 1st, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:38 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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