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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Post i ng
of the Color Guard.

(The Col or Guard entered the Senate
chanber and presented col ors before the dais.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

(The Col or Guard marched to the
rear doubl e doors and exited the chanber.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Today we
are joined by Reverend Andrew Nunez, seni or
pastor of Believers Mennonite Garifuna
Mnistries, fromthe Bronx. He will give our
i nvocati on.

REVEREND NUNEZ: Et ernal God, the
Creator of this universe, the God that |oves us
and cares for us, Lord, we thank You for
bri ngi ng us here together to give You honor and
give You glory and to recogni ze Your presence in

our cel ebration today.
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We thank You. And bl ess every
Senat or and every congregation and every
comunity that they represent. {Iln Garifuna.}
May God bl ess you. Anmen.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Pastor Nunez.
We' Il have the reading of the
Jour nal .
THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 16th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, March 15th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages from the Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
FI oor Leader, Senator Libous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
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t hank you.

|"d |like to adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the exception of Resol ution 936,
by Senator Diaz; 976, by Senator Serrano; and
986, by Senator Stewart-Cousins. If we could
have those not passed at this time but do the
entire Resolution Calendar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar with
t he exception of Resolutions 936, 976, and 986,
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

At this time could we take up a

previ ously adopted resol ution by Senator Ritchie.

It would be 833. 1'dlike it read inits
entirety. | would then call on Senator Skel os

and then Senator Ritchie to speak on the
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resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 833, by Senator Ritchie,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
proclaim March 17, 2015, as 10th Mountain
Division and Fort DrumDay in the State of
New Yor k.

"WHEREAS, Fort Drumis located in
Jefferson County, in Northern New York, and is
the largest mlitary installation in the
Nort heastern United States; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drumis naned for
Li eut enant General Hugh Drum a decorated
national hero, fornmer commander of First Arny,
and an early | eader of the state's own vol unteer
mlitia, the New York Guard; and

"WHEREAS, For 30 years, Fort Drum
has been hone to the United States Arnmy's storied
10t h Mountai n Division; and

"WHEREAS, The 10th Mountain Division
i ncludes the Arny's nost depl oyed conbat units,
serving with honor, distinction and great

sacrifice as a part of Operation Enduring Freedom
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and other actions central to our nation's
response to the terrorist attacks of
Sept enber 11, 2001; and

"WHEREAS, El enents of the 10th
Mount ai n Di vi si on, based at Fort Drumin New York
State, were first to be deployed in the aftermath
of those attacks and, 13 years later, the |ast
units to return fromconbat duty, so for the
first tinme in nore than a decade, nearly all of
Fort Drum s soldiers and officers are back at
honme in New York State; and

"WHEREAS, 323 brave nen and wonen
who were nenbers of the 10th Muntain Division
and based at Fort Drum gave their lives in the
cause of defeating global terrorism and

"WHEREAS, The di stingui shed service
of units posted to Fort Drum has been cel ebrated
by Presidents, nmenbers of Congress, and nenbers
of the international conmunity; and

"WHEREAS, In addition to its vital
role in our nation's defense, Fort Drumis the
| argest single-site enployer in the State of
New York, and an econom c engine for the state
and region, with a direct inpact of nore than

$1.2 billion in 2014 and nore than $20 billion
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since the reactivation of the 10th Muntain
Division at Fort Drum and

"WHEREAS, The 18, 000 sol diers and
officers of Fort Drum and their famlies, are an
integral part of the community and are wel coned
as nei ghbors, coworkers, classmates, friends and
fell ow New Yorkers; and

"WHEREAS, The Arny conmand is
presently reviewing the status of mlitary
facilities around the gl obe and will soon make
recommendati ons which will inpact the future of
Fort Drum and surroundi ng conmunities; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi slative Body to salute the soldiers and
officers of the 10th Mountain Division, to honor
their dedication to preserving our freedom and
our nation, and to recogni ze their individual and
collective contributions to our communities and
to New York State; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drum has and wil|
continue to play an inportant and essential role
in ensuring our nation's mlitary readiness to
defend our state and Nation agai nst hostility and
threats to our safety and national security; now,

therefore, be it
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"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim March 17,
2015, as 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum Day
in the State of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, Major CGeneral Stephen J.
Townsend, Conmmandi ng General of Fort Drum the
10t h Mountain Division, the Honorable John M
McHugh, Secretary of the Arny, and nenbers of
Congress representing the State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: I will
now cal |l on Senator Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you very
much, M. President. And congratul ating you on I
think presiding for the first tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you.

SENATCR SKELOCS: And as Senat or
Terrence Murphy, also wi shing you a
Happy St. Patrick's Day, and to all of you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank you

very much, Senator.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: W are truly
honored today to have the comandi ng general of
the 10th Mountain Division, Myjor General Stephen
Townsend, visiting with us today, along with
several of his service colleagues from Fort Drum

| had the opportunity to chat with
the general earlier. He rem nded nme that he was
here two years ago, and | ast year that he was in
Af ghani stan. He also indicated "better in Al bany
than in Afghanistan,” and | think we can all
appreci ate that.

| also want to thank Senator Patty
Ritchie for helping to arrange their visit.

She is truly one of your biggest
chanpi ons, and for good reason. The 10th
Mount ai n Di vi sion has an incredible history of
def endi ng our country and fighting for freedom
around the world. Your presence here rem nds us
how | ucky we are as Anmericans to have brave young
men and worren dedicating their lives to
protecting us.

New York is especially fortunate to
have such an outstandi ng base | ocated at Fort
Drum And now nore than ever, it's critical that

our state fights to support you. Fort Drum pl ays
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avital role in our nation's defense and is al so
a significant contributor to our state's econony,
particularly in the North Country.

| want you to know that the Senate
supports you and that we are commtted to hel ping
Fort Drum avoid cutbacks that would threaten the
future of the base and surroundi ng communiti es.
We appreciate your service and want everyone
serving at Fort Drumto know how proud we are of
t hem and of their service.

| thank you all for joining us
t oday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJURPHY: Thank
you, Senator Skel os.

"1l now call on Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Thank you,
M. President.

It's an honor to wel cone the
10t h Mountain Division, |ed by Comrandi ng Gener al
St ephen Townsend.

Today we are recogni zing Fort Drum
the largest mlitary installation in the
Nort heast United States. |It's our state's
| argest single-site enployer, with 18, 000

sol diers and nore than 3,000 civilian enpl oyees,
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home to the Arny's nost depl oyed conbat unit.

It was exactly 30 years ago when the
10th Mountain Division arrived at Fort Drum At
that time sitting in nmy chair was Senator John
McHugh, who is now the Secretary of the Arny.
Since then, Fort Drum has grown, along with the
entire North Country conmunity around it, with
new school s, hospitals, housing, infrastructure,
new busi nesses and jobs that support our troops
and their famlies.

We are proud of Fort Drumls past.

But Fort DrumDay is also a chance to look to the
future. Later this week Arnmy brass will be at
Drumto listen to the public's coments on the
plan, a plan that will reduce Anerica's fighting
forces to pre-World War |1 levels. At Fort Drum

this could nmean a reduction of as nuch as

95 percent.

| will be at the |istening session,
and I will share with the Arny the resol ution we
just heard. | will tell themthat we in the

Senate are proud to have supported Fort Drum s
growt h, and about our commtnent to the post's
future. | will tell them about the | aws we have

passed in a bipartisan fashion to support our
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troops and our veterans, and I will tell them
about the special place that Fort Drum sol diers
hold in the hearts of all New Yorkers, a bond
that was forged after Septenber 11th when the
10t h Mountain Division, soldiers from New York's
own Fort Drum were the Arny's first to deploy in
the gl obal war on terrorism and how t hese brave
men and wormen are preparing right now to respond
once again to defend our nation from nore
dangerous threats that are growi ng around al
around us every single day.

To General Townsend and your troops
who are assenbl ed here today, you should know
that we stand behind you. | want to thank you
for being here and thank you for your service.

Anmong those that are in the chanber
today are three New Yorkers: Sergeant Jacob
@ui nond, from Pl attsburgh; Private First C ass
Tyl er Sealey, from North Syracuse; Lieutenant
Col onel TJ Rainsford, from Trumansburg. W are
al so joined by ny good friend -- is he stil
behind ne -- Senator Jim Wight, who once al so
sat inthis chair. And we're also joined by
Bri gadi er General M ke Sweezey.

In the gallery we are joined by
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Ant hony Pieggi. Anthony is here representing
Congressworman Elise Stefanik. W certainly
appreci ate the Congresswonman's support to our
troops and also for Fort Drum Anthony, thank
you for being here.

And we also are joined with
representatives fromour |ocal conmunity who are
out working each and every day hel ping make sure
that we support the troops and making their lives
as good as possible for them when they're hone
and also their famlies when their |oved ones are
away. Those individuals have been here all day
educating us so we know what Fort Drumreally
neans to all of us.

| want to take a nonent to thank our
| eader, Senator Skelos, along with Senator Klein
and Senator Stewart-Cousins, for nmeeting with the
General this afternoon.

| also want to thank our mlitary
veterans who serve in the Senate, especially
Col onel Senator Larkin -- we would be remss if
we didn't single you out -- and each and every
one of ny coll eagues for the support you have
shown our mlitary, our veterans, and al so

Fort Drum
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In closing, | just want to take a
nmonment to mention the challenge coins that are on
your desks. Challenge coins date back to ancient
Roman legions. In today's Arny, they are usually
presented by commanders to signify a specific
achievenent. | was presented the coin by the
Commandi ng General Mark M1l ey, who was here at
our first Fort Drum Day, after being elected to
the Senate. The General told ne | had conpleted
one chal l enge, and now t he chal |l enge was to
represent mnmy constituents. And that's what |'m
doi ng here today.

"' m presenting each one of you with
a challenge coin to honor our soldiers and al so
to thank you for stepping up and standing with ne
to help protect Fort Drum

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Ritchie.

Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

| too would like to wel cone Genera

Townsend and all of our mlitary people who are

here today. And |I'mvery proud to recognize
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Ser geant Qui nmond, who is from Pl attsburgh
New York, and proud to represent himand know of
hi s service.

|'d also like to recogni ze the fact
that Senator Ritchie is the one who began this
Fort Drum Day and hel ps us all understand the
nmeani ng of Fort Drumand its inportance to
New York State, as well as the inportance of the
10t h Mountai n division and what their role has
been in the | ast years.

They have really borne the brunt of
the service in Afghanistan and Iraq and have | ost
many nenbers. But these are nen and wonen who do
not hesitate to put thenmselves in harms way, and
we're all fortunate to have them anong us and
really honored to be in their presence here
t oday.

So thank you for being with us, and
thank you to Senator Ritchie and Senator Skel os
for allowing us to have a Fort Drum Day here.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Little.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
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M. President.

At this tine | would ask that we
woul d al | ow, by unani nous consent, Mjor General
St ephen Townsend to address the body. And then,
after his remarks, we would | et other menbers who
want to speak on the resolution to stand and
speak on the resolution while it's still open on
the floor.

So, M. President, at this tinme
could we hear from Maj or General Stephen
Townsend.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: General ?
Ri ght up here, sir.

MAJOR GENERAL TOWNSEND: Good
af ternoon, and Happy St. Paddy's Day. Oh,
there's got to be nore energy here than that.
Happy St. Paddy's Day!

(Laught er; appl ause.)

MAJOR GENERAL TOWNSEND: l'"'m a
general. Wen | say "good afternoon,"” you al
say "good afternoon" back.

(Laughter.)

MAJOR GENERAL TOWNSEND: Today
we're all Irishnen, right? And we're also al

menbers of Fort Drum and the 10t h Muntain
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Di vi sion here today.

UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: Yes, sir.

MAJOR GENERAL TOWNSEND: So t hank
you, M. President, Senators Skel os and Kl ei n,

St ewart - Cousi ns, and Senator Ritchie and all of
you who are here today. Thanks for inviting al
of us down here today for Fort Drum Day.

On behal f of the al nost
20,000 soldiers of the 10th Muntain Division and
Fort Drum thanks for allowing us this
opportunity to address this gathering to provide
you wWith an update on your 10th Mountain
Di vi si on.

But first, before | go into that, a
few words of thank to Senator Ritchie and her
staff. Thanks again for nmaking this possible for
now four years inarow. And | think it's a
t hi ng we ought to sustain.

To all the veterans who are here
today out of uniform-- it's easy to see those of
us in uniform but | know there are nmany veterans
here today out of uniform-- thank you for your
service and the support that you' ve given to our
nation and this next Geatest Ceneration of

Ameri cans who are protecting our nation today.
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To the friends, famlies and
supporters of the 10th Muntain D vision, wthout
you it would nake what our soldiers do at
Fort Drum and overseas that nmuch nore difficult.

As you've heard, |ast year at this
time I was with our division headquarters and
ot her elenents of the 10th Mountain Division in
Af ghani stan. This was, for the division
headquarters, the sixth depl oynment since 2001.

Fi ve of those depl oynents were in Afghani stan
Over the last 18 nonths, the entire 10th Muntain
Di vi sion was depl oyed to Afghani stan. Those

depl oynments started in 2013 and ended right at
the end of 2014, with our headquarters being one
of the last elenents to come back hone.

Personal ly, | thought this was a
fitting end to Operation Enduring Freedom W' ve
concluded U. S.-1ed conbat operations in
Af ghani stan. The 10th Mountain D vision was the
first Arny division to deploy to Afghanistan in
2001, and it was fitting, | thought, that we were
the last U S. division conducting conbat
operations in Afghanistan in 2014 as we brought
Operation Enduring Freedomto a cl ose.

Al'l of our brigades have depl oyed
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multiple tinmes during this war. As | speak to
you today, however, the 10th Muntain Division
finds itself at home, all at the sane tinme, for
one of the fewtinmes in the past 14 years.

But even as | say that, there's
still about 70 soldiers depl oyed overseas. So
even when we're all back, we're never really al
back. W still have small units and individuals
t oday supporting operations around the world, not
only in Afghanistan but also in the Sinai,
Kosovo, Central America, Europe and the
M ddl e East.

Today our soldiers continue to
conduct tough and realistic training for any
possi bl e m ssion that our nation may call on us
to perform One very inportant reason that we're
able to conduct this kind of training is the
fantastic facilities and training areas that we
have available to us at Fort Drum Fort Drumis
one of the few places in our Armmy, with Al aska
being really the only other one, where we can
conduct extreme cold weat her training.

New York's North Country breeds
t ough people, and it al so breeds tough sol diers

too. The past two winters have definitely proved
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that. Qur Arny needs to nmmintain that experti se,
and Fort Drumw |l allow our Arny to do just
t hat .

A great exanple of our capabilities
occurred during the blizzards of this past
January. Qur 1st Brigade conbat team was
deploying fromour air field at Fort Drumon a
maj or training exercise in Louisiana. The
conditions were so bad that the Governor shut
down the interstate here in New York. But we
still deployed soldiers fromour air field.

O her bases in Anerica were closing because they
m ght get snow, we were | aunching pl anel oads of
troops in the mddle of a blizzard. That's what
your Fort Drum can do.

Anot her inportant reason we're so
wel | -prepared to answer the nation's call is
because of the superb support we get from our
North Country nei ghbors. Wile nost Army posts
have their own hospitals, Fort Drum does not. W
rely on the local conmunity for alnost all of our
heal t hcare.

We don't house all of our troops and
famlies. About 60 percent of our married

soldiers live off-base in the conmunity.
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Most Arny bases have schools for
their children; Fort Drum does not. Qur kids go
to school with the other children in the North
Country community. In fact, this year's New York
St at e chanpi onship football team from I ndi an
Ri ver H gh School was conprised of over half
mlitary dependents.

New York's 10th Mountain Division is
good for New York, this state. Qur base brings
right at $1.3 billion to the region in direct
econonmic contributions. Eighty percent of that
$1.3 billion is payroll. [It's com ng from our
sol diers' paychecks, and it's nostly being spent
in the | ocal econony.

The federal governnment adds al nost
$57 mllion to the region's healthcare. The
entire community benefits fromthat, not just the
soldiers. The federal government adds
$36 mllion to the region's schools. The entire
community benefits fromthat, not just the
sol diers and the children.

When we depl oy overseas, we don't
worry about what's happeni ng on the hone front.
| tell folks all the time, when | was depl oyed

| ast year to Afghanistan for alnbst 10 nonths, |
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never once | ooked back over my shoul der and
wonder ed what was happening at Fort Drum | knew
t hat our soldiers back there, and our famlies,
were going to be well taken care of by the fol ks
at Fort Drum and by the North Country comunity.

This Friday our community will have
an opportunity to highlight for the Arny these
speci al rel ationships and uni que capabilities
during this conmunity |listening session that |
will host. Fort Drumw || be one of the |ast
Arny installations to undergo this process to
hol d one of these events. It will provide an
opportunity for our community and this state to
make sure the Arny is properly inforned as they
make future decisions about possible troop
reducti ons.

And make no m stake; if
sequestration stays in effect, there will be
troop reductions on a major scale.

So what does the future | ook Iike?
| 1 ook around the world and | see conmitnents for
our armed forces increasing. | see real threats
inthis world. You only have to | ook at Iraq and
Syria and the Wkraine and Africa -- | could go

on. There will be demands for our nation's
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| eader shi p.

| see these threats in Syria, | see
these threats in Europe. | see our continuing
canpai gn i n Afghanistan. Just a few weeks ago,
t he Arny announced that our 2nd Brigade woul d
deploy to Afghanistan this sumer. O her
el enents of our division continue to prepare for
ot her future mssions. The bottomline is your
division at Fort Drumw Il continue to be very
i nvol ved in Afghani stan and around the worl d.

| also think there's sone risks. As
| stand before you today, the biggest risk |I can
think of is sequestration. Over the |last three
years, the active Arny has dropped about 80, 000
soldiers, to 490,000 by the end of this year.
And | think that's appropriate; we had grown to
neet the demands of the war, and those denands
now are less. Qur current glide path is going to
take us to a force, an Arny of about 450, 000. |
t hi nk Secretary McHugh, if he were here, would
tell you that that's probably the nunber that can
just neet our national security strategy.

So |''m concerned about how we're
investing in our nation's defense. Wth the

return of sequestration, Arny planners are
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al ready saying we'll have to go to 420,000, maybe
| oner. Some of the nunbers that are being tossed
about woul d nake us snaller than we were before
Pear| Harbor in 1941. That's what worries ne.

I"d like to close by saying
Fort Drumand its soldiers continue to feel the
support not only of our local community but al so
fromthe State of New York as a whol e.

| would be remiss if | did not thank
t he Governor for his recently announced pl edge of
$1.5 mllion to increase Fort Drum s buffer zone
and $25 mllion for inprovenents to the state's
road infrastructure around the base. This is the
signal |1 think you send to the Arny; you're
putting your noney where it matters. | conmend
you all for that.

Many anmong you have been voca
supporters of Fort Drum and the 10th Muntain
Division as the Arny | ooks for ways to downsi ze.
But rest assured, your support and your gestures
and your thanks don't go unnoticed or
unappr eci at ed.

Next week 1'Ill be relinquishing
command of this great division and bid farewell

to Fort Drumand the North Country. [I'd like to
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personal Iy thank New York for all of its support

during ny three tours at Fort Drum As an

honorary New Yorker, | also have the Governor to
thank for that distinction. | can honestly say
that my wife Melissa and | will certainly mss

Fort Drum the North Country, and the great State
of New York.

Ladi es and gentl enen, once agai n,
t hank you for this opportunity to address this
assenbly. Pl ease renmenber in your thoughts and
prayers Anerica's sons and daughters still
depl oyed in harmis way around the world, standing
watch on the walls at night so we can sl eep
peaceful ly in our beds, preserving our freedom
and our way of life.

Clinb to glory!

Thank you.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Gener al
Townsend and Fort Drum our wi shes are with you.
Thank you for your dedication and service. W
appreciate it.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO You know,

this political business is sonetinmes very
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frustrating, and I'msure nore frustrating for
t he people who serve in the mlitary. Because if
you | ooked at something |ike we're going through
now -- the reduction in forces, decisions about
bases -- you would think that the basis for
determ ni ng where the reductions are, what
bases are downsi zed woul d be one based on nerit,
as opposed to the politics of Washington or the
politics of Al bany, in sone cases.

But unfortunately, it isn't. The
fact of the matter is that if the governnent
deci ded these things on nerit, what group of
i ndi vidual s, other than the 10th Mountain
Di vi sion, have proven their worth to this
country? \What has done nore for this country
than the 10th Mountain Division? For 14 years,
where everybody that was stationed there went
overseas for at |east one, usually nore than one
tour of duty. The sacrifices that they made, and
of their famly -- and the successes they have
had -- are amazi ng.

So ny thought would be this, that
every person in this chanmber should be contacting
their Senators and their Congress representatives

and maki ng a cogent, strong argunent based on
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nerit where we retain the 10th Mountain D vision,
keep that wonderful base active in the

North Country, and make sure that we repay them
and are telling themthat we know you deserve
this based on nmerit and we're all going to be
behi nd you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you.

Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, those of you who were
around t oday when sonme of the di scussions were
goi ng on about the 10th, every time you heard
CGeneral Townsend speak, you know that he had his
heart, his whole Arny heart, for New York

This is an individual who's had four
trips across the pond. Those of you who are
wonderi ng, when you look at his right arm-- |
think it's still the right arm |'ve been retired
too long, General -- each one of those sl ashes
nmeans six nmonths in conbat. That's four years.

This is a man that went to Fort Drum

two years ago and never -- every tinme you talked
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to Patty Ritchie, she would say the Arny is
poundi ng away to make Fort Drum something we all
can be proud of.

And we all should be very proud of
Patty Ritchie, because she brought this to our
attention and how i nportant this was to New York
And | know for a fact that sonebody who used to
have a seat in this house, she's called him
Whien | talked to McHugh | ast week, he said, "Tel
Patty Ritchie I'm going to charge her tel ephone
costs.” That's the heart and soul of the people
fromthe North Country.

But you know, when you start to
think of 19,000 troops, there's not a state in
this union that wouldn't strive to get it. But
each and every one of us have an obli gati on.
Every one of us know our Congressman. |If you
don't, shane on you. And if you don't know our
Senators, shanme on you

You wite them about federal noney
for railroads and this here, about tine you sat
down and said "Save Drum" Because when you save
Drum you save a lot for the State of New York.
The Arny's not going to put people in here unless

t hey know t hat the people of the State of
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New York are really behind this.

Look at what Drum has been. WMany of
us were there when it was Canp Drum Then it
became Fort Drum As the General said, their
children go to |l ocal schools, their hospitals are
used by our people.

But you know, you can tal k about
| eaders. But if you don't have a | eader who has
it in his heart, you don't have a leader. W're
bl essed to have sonebody that belongs to the
Arny, that belongs to us, has put his heart and
soul. And he told you today what the issues are.

And this country is not totally safe
as everyone thinks it is. Qur young nmen and
wonen are on the line every day. And unless
you' ve been in conbat and had to wite hone and
say your son, your daughter was killed today,
you' |l never get the real reaction of what it is
all about.

Ceneral, we're very proud of you.

We thank you very rmuch for your | eadership and
trying to save a great mlitary installation for
the great State of New York. May God bl ess you

and your troops.

(Appl ause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Larkin.

Senat or Marcel |i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Thank you
M. President.

Ceneral, let me echo the words of ny
col | eagues who just spoke before nme. You have ny
commitment. | will be on the phone, as soon as
this session has ended, to my Congresspeopl e and
nmy state Senators, nmy U S. Senators, both of whom
| know wel | .

And | will be on the phone telling
themthat Fort Drum and the 10th Muntain
Di vision deserve to be kept here in New York and
the North Country. You've done a hell of a job.
You' ve al ways had our back. Nowit's our turnto
have yours, and we do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Marcellino.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, as sonebody that grew up

in Watertown and is very famliar with Fort Drum

and the area, | want to thank the General and the
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Fort Drumfamly that are here and thank them for
their service. W deeply appreciate it.

But 1'm speaking to everybody in
this roomand everybody in the gallery. It is so
i mportant that we keep this facility in New York
State. Because $1.3 billion in revenue that it
brings to New York State, the |argest enployer in
this state, and it would be devastating to this
area and to this state should it be dim nished.

And al so, that 10th Mountain
Di vision, the nost renowned fighting force |
think that this nation has ever seen. Everything
t hat they've done, they've done well. And they
certainly are a credit to this state and to
Fort Drum

But | think we all should be alert
to the fact that we have to save Fort Drum
Cont act your Congressperson, contact your
Senators and so forth. Everybody, and that
i ncludes the people in the gallery. Because
Fort Drumis a huge asset to this state and
sonmething that is needed for our country.

As the Ceneral said, we are in
perilous tinmes, to say the least. The trouble

that is going around the world, we're going to
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need a fighting force. And we've got one, we
can't dimnish it.

And | wi sh everybody well, and thank
you for visiting us again.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Farley.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: At this tine,

M. President, 1'd like to open up the resolution
to all menbers. And as the policy goes, if
soneone chooses not to be on the resol ution,

pl ease | et the desk know. (O herw se everybody's
name will be posted to the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time | believe there's a report of the
Judiciary Conmttee at the desk. And could we
have that report read for the Court of Cains
nom nations at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bonaci c,

fromthe Commttee on Judiciary, reports the
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foll owi ng nom nations for judges of the Court of

Cl ai nms:

Gerald W Connolly, Jr., of
Watervliet;

Dani el P. Conviser, of New York
Gty;

Matthew J. D Em c, of Brooklyn;

Wal t er Brooks DeBow, of Saratoga
Spri ngs;

Vincent M Del G udice, of Staten
| sl and;

Jeffrey A Goodstein, of Rockville
Centr e,

Richard C. Kloch, Sr., of North
Tonawanda;

Law ence K. Marks, of Port
Washi ngt on;

Chri stopher J. MCarthy, of Del nmar;

Ki nberly A. O Connor, of
Gui | der | and;

Richard M Pl atkin, of d ennont;
St ephen J. Rooney, of Staten Island;
Cat herine C. Schaewe, of Vestal;
Timothy J. Wal ker, of Eden; and

Henry F. Zwack, of Stephent own.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. President.

Approxi mately two weeks ago,
Governor Cuono sent us 27 Court of Cainms judges
to be reconfirmed. Because of the |arge bulk,
we' re doi ng 15 today.

And all of these judges are
i ncunbents. They have served the state in an
exenpl ary way, wi th proper tenperanent. They
have gone through the Governor's judici al
screening conmttee, and they have been put forth
by the Governor to this body.

And | want to thank the Governor for
putting forth these judges that have done a good
job while they have served on the Court of
Cl ai ms, and deserve to conti nue.

Now, earlier today the Senate
Judiciary Conmttee nmet and considered the
reappoi ntnent of 15 judges to the Court of
Clainms. The judges are joining us in the gallery
today, many with friends and famly nenbers.

And pursuant to the provisions of

Section 9 of Article VI of the Constitution, and
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t he provisions of Section 2 of the Court of
Clainms Act, the Judiciary Cormittee has reported
all of the nom nations to the floor.

| will introduce the judges, their
friends and fam|ly in attendance today. And when
| amdone, | will invite any Senator who w shes
to speak on any of the nom nees to do so.

So let ne start. The first judge is
t he Honorabl e Judge Gerald W Connolly. He's
here with his bride Tricia; his daughter Casey;
son Christopher; son Sean; Gerald and Ida
Connol Iy, his parents; M ke Connolly, a brother;
and Steve Connolly, a brother.

The second judge is the Honorable
Judge Dani el P. Convi ser.

The third is the Honorabl e Judge
Matthew J. D Emi c.

The fourth judge is the Honorable
Wal ter Brooks DeBow, and he's here with his bride
Andrea; his sons Anderson, Sawyer and Bennett;
and his dad, Tom DeBow. And he brought his
not her-in-law, MI1lie Kosier.

The next judge is the Honorable
Judge Vi ncent Del G udice, and he brought the | ove

of his |life, Catherine Paradiso.
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The next is the Honorabl e Judge
Jeffrey A Goodstein, with his bride Al yce and
sons Al ex and Max.

The next judge is the Honorable
Ri chard Kloch, Sr., with his bride Ellie, good
friend Richard Wnter, and anot her good friend
who | think we all know, the Honorabl e George
Mazi arz, former Senator.

The next judge is the Honorable
Judge Lawrence Marks.

The next judge is the Honorable
Chri stopher J. McCarthy, with his bride
Kat heri ne.

The next judge is the Honorable
Kinberly A. O Connor, with her spouse, Tom
daughter, Lauren; Richard and Dorothy Usas,
parents -- | hope |I pronounced that right --
Justina Cintron Perino, |aw clerk; and D ane
Deyo, assistant.

The next judge is the Honorable
Richard J. Platkin, with his spouse, Laurie
Conway.

The next judge, the Honorable
St ephen J. Rooney, with his spouse, Kathryn.

The next judge is the Honorable
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Cat heri ne Schaewe.

The next judge is the Honorable
Timothy J. Walker, with his spouse, D anaRae;
daught er, Rael ynn; son, Joshua; nother-in-I|aw,
Mari e Radtke; friend, Mdirgan Stevens, girlfriend
of Joshua Wl ker; Darryl Colosi, |aw clerk;
Angel a Colosi, friend and Darryl's wi fe; and
Cynthia Cavarella, secretary.

Last but not |east is the Honorable
Judge Henry F. Zwack, with his spouse, Laura;
son, Mchael; law clerk, Loretta Branigan;
secretary, Joanne Vinter.

I'd like to nove all these
nom nations to the floor for Senate confirmation,
and | now ask you to recogni ze any speaker who
wi shes to speak with respect to these nom nees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Bonacic.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you very
much.

And let nme start off by thanking
Senat or Bonaci ¢ and nenbers of the Judiciary
Commttee for their due diligence in noving these

nom nati ons and confirnmati ons on the
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reappoi ntnent of these Court of C ains judges.

Congratul ations to all.

| want to just say hello and
congratulations to nmy good friend Jeff Goodstein,
Judge Jeff Goodstein, frommy hone community of
Rockville Centre. He is an outstanding jurist, a
dear friend, and certainly deeply involved wthin
our community -- a volunteer fireman and so many
ot her activities, president of Tenple B nai
Shal om forner president.

So, Jeff, we congratulate you. And
| want to wel cone your wife Alyce and two sons --
| see them wavi ng somewhere -- Al ex and Max. W
had a great dinner last night, and we appreciate
all of you for being here.

So ny dear friend Jeff,
congratul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Skel os.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Among t hese many fine nom nees, |

just wanted to put in a good word for soneone

|'ve known for al nbst two decades now. Dan
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Convi ser is sonmeone who | worked with before |
was elected to office as a staffer in the
Assenbly. He's done trenendous work in public
service before he was a judge and now as a judge.
And | woul d encourage all ny colleagues to
recogni ze his fine work and approve his
nom nati on.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise too to congratulate all of
our judges, all of the great judges that are
bei ng reappoi nted here today. It shows how great
this state is, by its jurists. And they do a
fine and great job here in this great state.

But 1've got to tell you I'm
poi nting out two people that cone from ny
community. | had the privilege of grow ng up
with Matt D Em c, although he | ooks a | ot younger
than I do. And if you look at all the awards, he
| ooks li ke he's nmuch nore popular than | am as

wel | .
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR GOLDEN: But he's been a
great judge. And the funny part about it, he
wor ked for Ron Aiello, who was the adm nistrative
j udge back in 1993, and he was the | aw assi stant.
And today Matt is the adm nistrative judge.

And we're proud of himand his
famly and the great work that he's been able to
do, working not just as the adm nistrative judge
but his role that he played in donestic violence
and working with nmental health, which was
essential in helping our conmunities across the
County of Kings and across the state as the other
j udges have done here.

| will tell you that if you | ook at
the year 1993, 2245 homicides in the Gty of
New York, you always see the public safety, it's
| aw enforcenent, it's our mayors, our governors
that get a tremendous anount of credit. But
really a | ot was done by you, our judges, in
bringing this state back to where it had to be
and bringing our city back to where it had to be.
And the congratul ations goes to all of you.

And Judge Del G udi ce, Vinnie,

out standing job that you' ve done in creating that
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gun part in the County of Kings. It was a pilot
program and today is a greatly successful program
in many, nmany parts of the country dealing with
the gun arrests and gun situations in the County
of Kings. And now he sits in Ri chnond County; |
lost himto Staten Island. But a great judge as
wel | .

Congratul ati ons to you and your
famlies, Judge D Em c, Judge Del G udice, and to
all of our judges and to their famlies. God
bl ess and good | uck.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Gol den.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

I'I'l be brief, as the tinme is
growing late. | have four judges fromthe
Capital District | would like to nmention. Each
of them have special qualities, but each of them
share in common a great deal of intelligence, a
great deal of patience and tenperance, and al so
t he perfornmance over the years, and deserve to be
renom nated and to be accepted again for another

period of tine.
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The first is Chris McCarthy. It's a
good day for Chris to be renom nated,

St. Patrick's Day. Chris was the senior counse
in Governor Pataki's office, taking on any nunber
of issues, including but not limted to insurance
and banking. And during that period of tine |

got to be good friends with Chris and later his
wi fe, Katherine.

He's a graduate of Harvard, has a
master's degree from Harvard, a | aw degree from
Col umbia. And he has all those attributes |
previ ously nmentioned, and very deserving of the
renom nati on we are doi ng here today.

Secondly, Jerry Connolly. Jerry
Connol Iy, who again |I've known through the years.
Jerry, another individual worked in Governor
Pat aki's office but had the experience of being
an assistant district attorney in Wstchester
County. A graduate of Manhattan and For dham Law
School, was with the AGs office, was with the
| nspector General, and on.

And | mght add that each of these
judges, |'ve chatted with other Suprenme Court
j udges who have the highest conplinments for each

one of them
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On to the third would be Kinberly
O Connor, who started with Bob Carney, the
district attorney in Schenectady, had a wonderful
career there, but went on to private practi ce,
went on to the Division of Crimnal Justice, the
counsel of Crimnal Justice, the Inspector
General's office, and on and on and on. Has
taken on, as an acting Suprene Court judge during
t hese | ast nunber of years, a nunber of
hi gh-profile cases. Another candi date who cones
from Governor Pataki's office and comes highly
r econmended.

Last but not least is Richard
Pl atkin, who was general counsel to Governor
Pataki. And Richard is a graduate of RPI
graduated first in his |aw school class. And as
was highlighted, not only did he graduate with a
4.0 index, but it happened to be 4.05, which a
ot of us legislators really had a hard tine
wonderi ng about those kinds of achievenents,
conparing themto our own.

He's done an extraordi nary job and
has risen as an acting Suprene Court judge who's
al so now head of the Commercial Division in

Al bany Suprene Court.
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Al four | have the highest degree
of regard for, have done an exenplary job, and
deserve this renom nation

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Breslin.

Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| was getting a little concerned
there; Senator Breslin was on a roll. He threw
in Platkin at the end; otherwise, it was going to
be, you know, all Irish for St. Patrick's Day.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN. And | want to add
my voice to Senator Skelos. Wile | know Judge
Goodstein is his constituent, and welconme to his
famly, | want to just congratul ate hi mbecause
he's a fellow Touro Law School grad, which makes
nme very proud.

And two ot her quick observations.
Nunber one, the only person mssing in the
gallery is Governor Pataki.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: In reality, he

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

981

shoul d be here in sonme way, shape or form But
obvi ously he is.

And just one | ast quick anecdote
about Richard Platkin. Judge Platkin, | wll
tell you that we used to hate people like you in
| aw school

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Cenerally it
woul d take us two senesters to add up to 4. 05.

But nonet hel ess, the one thing I
remenber -- and | don't know why this sticks in
nmy head -- Judge Platkin was really a gentl enman
to work with in so many different ways. But |
remenber tal king to himabout |aw school, and
this is way before this was even really readily
avai l abl e, he had a conmputer. He had a conputer,
and | think he even had a laptop. It was
probably honemade, but that may be one of the
many reasons why he becane val edictorian. So
that stuck in my mnd.

But congratul ati ons to everybody,
Judge Goodstein as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Fl anagan.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO.
Unfortunately, there's no nom nees from Centra
New Yor k, but we've been blessed with the
Honor abl e John J. Brunetti, who |I'm sure nost of
you know and nost of you know what a great, great
judge he is and what a great wit he is.

But in |l ooking over all of these
nom nees who have served before, it sort of
proves the point that things in this house should
be done on the nmerits. And we've got successful
j udges who have served adm rably and shoul d be
renom nated. Unfortunately, it wasn't as soon as
you all wanted, but it got here. And now you can
rest for another 10 years, | think.

So congratulations to all of you.
The quality is outstanding. And have a great
anot her termin your judicial career.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise here as sonebody who's been

here a long tine. This is the second tine |'ve
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voted for all you guys.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FARLEY: But you know, |
know many of you. And in all the years that |'ve
been here, 1've never seen so many | egal mnds up
in the gallery, 15 of you. 1'Il tell you, that
is really sonething.

| " m proud of your service, and we're
proud to renomnate you. And | think it's a
credit to you and your famlies how well you've
done on the bench.

And a very successful newterm M
best wi shes to all of you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Farley.

Senat or Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

| also want to rise and congratul ate
all of today's nom nees and their reappointnents.
And | was happy to participate in the Judiciary
Commi tt ee.

As | sat there, | went through al
of the resunmes and | started to think of the

col l ection of experience, decades of experience
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anong these 15 judges in all areas and expertise
of the law. So congratulations to them and their
famlies.

But I want to nmention two people in
particular, two Staten |Islanders. One is, of
course, Judge Vincent Del G udice, and he is here
with his lovely wife, Catherine Paradiso.

And the second is Stephen Rooney,
who not only is an acconplished jurist, as | said
in the Judiciary Commttee, but he was w se
enough to marry a woman who is well known to nany
of the nmenbers of this chanber. Those of you who
canme | ater may not have nmet her, but she was the
counsel to Senator John Marchi, the
| ongest -serving nenber, and that is Kate Rooney.
And she is here with her husband today.

So congratul ations to everyone, to
t he Rooneys and the Del G udi ces.

And t hank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Savi no.

Senator Gallivan.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| al so extend my congratul ations to
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all of our nom nees, and in particular, tw from
the Eighth Judicial District, the Honorable

Ri chard Kloch, Sr., and ny long-tinme friend and
constituent, the Honorable Tinothy J. Wl ker.

Bot h have an out st andi ng record,
they're outstanding jurists in their own right,
al t hough specializing in different areas, both
out st andi ng nenbers of the conmunity, very
dedicated to their famly and friends and, nore
i mportantly, good people. Wich is the type of
peopl e that we should have in every office across
t he state.

So | thank the two of you for your
service. | thank all of you for your service as
wel | and wi sh you all the best of I uck.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Gallivan.

Senator Ott.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President.

Well, it's a special day when we
have in the chanber the fol ks who nmake the | aws,
the folks who interpret the Laws and, as we saw

with our soldiers fromFort Drum those who go
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forward and protect and defend those | aws.

But | rise to speak in support of
sormeone who hails fromny hometown of North
Tonawanda in Ni agara County, and that's Judge
Ri chard Kl och, who has served on the bench for
over 30 years as both city court judge in
Nort h Tonawanda and as a Court of Cainms judge
since 2001. He currently serves as supervising
judge for the crimnal courts of the Eighth
Judicial District and handles a crimnal, civil
and matrinonial trial cal endar.

Judge Kl och is a product of
Nort h Tonawanda Hi gh School, University of
Buf fal o, and University of Buffal o Law School
He started his career as a public servant al nost
40 years ago -- when he was 10, right, Judge?

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR ORTT: He was counsel to
the New York State O fice of Drug Abuse Services
and, as a 26-year-old, he ran and won el ection as
city attorney in North Tonawanda. Above al
el se, he is proud of being a North Tonawandan,
and he bl eeds the red and blue of his bel oved NT.

He is an adjunct professor of |aw at

UB Law School as well as a senior lecturer in
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crimnal justice at N agara University.

Hi s daughters, Sara and Rochell e,
could not be here, as Sara is about to deliver
grandchil d nunber 11 and Rochelle is currently
representing North Tonawanda Hi gh School at a
Model U.N. conpetition. Sons Richard, Robert and
Philip are all hard at work, but Judge Kloch is
j oi ned here today by the love of his life, Ellie,
and by good friends Ri chard Wnter and of course
nmy predecessor, Senator George Maziarz.

Judge, congratul ations to you and
t hank you for your continued service to the
peopl e of the Eighth Judicial District as well as
to the people of New York. You' ve made North
Tonawanda very proud.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Ott.

Senat or Mar chi one.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you. 1'd
also like to send nmy congratul ations to all of
you and thank you for the hard work that you al
have done.

In particular, | rise for the
pur pose of talking about Judge Henry Zwack and
al so Judge Walter Brooks DeBow, both fromthe
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judicial district that | represent.

In the past, Judge Zwack has
consi stently shown a genuine commtnent to
serving our state and his local conmunity. In
2006, he was nominated to the Court of Cains by
former Governor Pataki. And prior to his
appointnment to the Court of dains, Judge Zwack
served as general counsel, executive deputy
commi ssi oner, and acting conm ssioner for the
State O fice of Alcoholismand Substance Abuse.

He was al so counsel to the late
Senat or Onen Johnson, who was such a dear friend,
trusted nentor, and respected coll eague to so
many here in the chanbers that we just discussed
just yesterday in honoring.

He's a graduate of Siena College and
Al bany Law School. And it's just my honor to be
here and to congratulate himon his nom nation
and being a judge for his second term

Al so, Judge Walter Brooks DeBow is a
constituent from Saratoga County, and throughout
his career he has continually denonstrated a deep
and abiding conmtnment to public service. He
has served since 2006.

Prior to his service on the Court of
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Clainms, he served in the Ofice of Counsel to
former Governor George Pataki from 1995 to 2006
And when he left the Governor's office, he has
risen to the position of deputy counsel to the
Gover nor.

| had an opportunity recently to
nmeet with Judge DeBow, and | can tell you that
he's qualified, honorable and commtted to
serving his fell ow New Yorkers

He's a graduate from State
Uni versity of New York and a graduate of Enory
Uni versity Law School in Atlanta, where he earned
his Juris Doctor.

Judge DeBow i s a nenber of the
New York State Bar Association, the Saratoga
County Bar Association. And it's ny honor today
to al so second his nom nati on.

Congratul ations to all of you.
Thank you for being here today. And thank you
for representing us all so admrably.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Marchione.

Senat or Panepi nt o.

SENATOR PANEPI NTC, Thank you.

| want to congratulate all of the
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nom nees today, but in particular | want to about
Judge Richard Kloch. You know, |I'ma Town of
Tonawanda guy, and the judge is a North Tonawanda
guy. There's always a little rivalry there.

But 1've tried five cases in front
of Judge Kloch. And | tried ny first case in
front of himin 2001. He probably doesn't
remenber it, it was a little sunmary jury tria
that he tried to get settled and he was
unsuccessful. But you know, the four trials |I've
had with himsince then, he is a gentleman and
has -- he's a lawer's judge. He treats people
i ke they would want to be treated.

Now, he's not the nobst patient judge
in the world --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PANEPI NTCO, -- and he wll
nove you al ong, you know. And one time | was
doi ng direct exam nation, | was four questions
in, and he really thought that was too nuch and
he made nme skip on forward.

So -- but he m ght not be patient,
but he is practical. And he's a people person,
and he works to get cases resolved. And that's

t he ki nd of people we need on the bench in this
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st at e.

Al so, you know, you get to know
j udges when you appear in front of them during
what's call ed special term you know, when you
argue nmotions. And | can say, you know, wi thout
hyper bol e that Judge Kl och runs the best speci al
termin the Eighth Judicial District. It is |like
a stand-up-conedi an show when he is on the bench,
and he has the lawers in stitches, because he
makes the law fun. And it's -- you know, we have
serious cases, but the judge reads all the
papers, he's prepared, and he makes the work that
we do a lot of fun. And | commend himfor that.

And he's a credit to the bench, and
"' m honored to be able to support his nom nati on.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

And before |I congratulate all of the
appoi ntees, | want to wel cone our former
col | eague Senator George Maziarz to the chanber

t oday.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

992

Ceorge, it's good to see you and
good to have you back

And I, like Senator Farley, was here
when the first round of nomi nations cane through,
and it's certainly an honor for ne to stand
before this body and say congratul ations to each
and every one of you.

And Judge Kl och, because of ny
relationship with Senator Maziarz, |'ve gotten to
know you a little bit, and ny special and
personal congratulations to you, sir. And | have
no stories to tell, because |I'm not an attorney,
but I just wish you the best.

| stand before this body to speak
about soneone that | know personally very well,
and that's Catherine Schaewe, Judge Schaewe.
|"ve known her for many years and actually back
to her private practice days when she was
representing many of the towns in Broone County.

And t hank God she was, as nany of
you know that some of our small towns depend on
their legal counsel quite a bit. And she was
gquite active, and many tines | thought she was
t he mayor or the town supervisor in hel ping them

get through sone of their tough tines.
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But not only did she have a great
practice in working with our |ocal elected
officials, but she had a wonderful private
practice and had many clients that were very
upset when she becane a judge, because as you
know, that ends, and then the other career
starts.

And she has been an out st andi ng
jurist. She has been just a wonderful, wonderful
person on the bench. The stories that come back
as far as her deneanor and her patience, her
cal m

And |I'"mjust proud to call her a
friend and proud to second her nom nation today,
and | wish you the very, very best in the years
to cone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

The question is on the nom nations
to the Court of Clains as read by the Secretary.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
nom nees are hereby confirmed as judges of the
Court of d ains.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
"1l be with you in a second here.

M. President, at this time could we
take up Resol ution Nunber 986, by Senator
Stewart - Cousins, have the title read, and then
woul d call on Senator Stewart-Cousins to speak on
t he resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 986, by Senators
Stewart - Cousins and Larkin, commenorating the
50t h Anni versary of Bl oody Sunday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

And yes, Happy St. Patrick's Day to

you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | rise
because | ast weekend the nation watched the
commenor ati on of Bl oody Sunday. March 7, 1965,
was when marchers marched from Sel ma to
Mont gonery over the Ednund Pettus Bridge. And it
was cal |l ed Bl oody Sunday because of the brutality
that the marchers experienced because they wanted
to exercise their rights to vote.

Presi dent Cbana stood on that
bridge. Forty thousand people joined himat the
site to not only comenorate the lives that were
lost in that struggle, but to remi nd us on that
bri dge how far we have cone. And to rem nd us
that freedomisn't free and just because |aws are
passed, it doesn't nmean that they are enacted
properly. And that we have to be vigilant about
mai nt ai ni ng our freedom and our commtnent to
equal ity and justice.

In 1965, in Al abama, 99 percent of
t he voting popul ati on was white, while 1 percent
was black. And that wasn't because bl ack peopl e
didn't want to be there, it was because bl acks

were subjected to regul ations regardi ng voting
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t hat nobody el se was subjected to -- things like
counti ng bubbl es on soap bars or nam ng every
single judge that served in the district, or nake
up whatever the question is, because you know t he
answer woul d not be correct because there was no
intention, despite the laws, to |l et people vote.

And so it was the courage of
Dr. King and so many unsung heroes that brought
people to that bridge, people fromall races,
creeds, religions, with the firm understanding
that justice could be done. And they were net by
police forces, dogs, hoses, and beaten back. And
of course we know that it created an awareness
that allowed for the right things to happen for
t he peopl e.

One of the people who had to guard
the marchers is in this chanber. One of those
peopl e who, despite the recalcitrance of what was
going on, had as his job as an officer to make
sure nmarchers were protected. And when Bl oody
Sunday was bei ng commenor at ed, Col onel Senat or
Larkin said to ne: "Are we going to say
somet hi ng about Bl oody Sunday?"

We stand here yearly, whether it's

to coomenorate Dr. King or Black Hi story Mnth,
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and Senator Larkin has shared his experiences.
And we all have heard them and it becomes a
matter of what happens in this chanmber. But when
you j uxtapose this huge rem nder of what Anmerica
represented not so |ong ago, where people would
never, ever, ever dream of a day where we are
today -- but people who were expected to support
t he bad behavior of the tinme served our country
and put thenselves in front to nmake sure that
protesters' rights were preserved. People risked
their lives, and sone peopl e never forgot the
sacrifice of that nonent.

So | really stand here for two
reasons. | stand here to say, with gratitude,
that had there not been those novenents, |
woul dn't be here, so many of ny col | eagues who
are here woul d not be here, obviously
Congressman Lewi s woul d not have been introducing
Presi dent Barack Obana.

So we have so nuch to be gratefu
for. And again, so nmuch to preserve. Because
al so stand here at a tine when 38 percent of the
peopl e turned out to vote recently. And so this
is also a great tine to rem nd people of the

sacrifices people made in order for us to have

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

998

the freedons and to use the power that is in our
hands on a daily basis -- because too nany
people's lives were | ost and too much bl ood was
shed. It is an obligation.

And | also stand here to thank ny
good friend the Col onel, Senator Larkin, who was
a young guy back in '65, who knew what he was
sent to do and despite the resistance of the
time, in his heart he understood his duty to the
country, to his president, and to the cry of
freedom for those who narched.

So | thank you, M. President, and a
speci al thank you, Senator Larkin, for your
friendship and your comrmitnent to justice.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you, Andrea.

You have to excuse ne a little bit
(coughing). | remenber March the 7th -- Tom
it's good to have a drink. Thank you.

On March the 8th | went to work in
the Pentagon, and | walked in, | was late, | was

there at a quarter to 6:00. And | was said to
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get ny you-know what into the boss's office. He
said, "Did you see what happened in Al abama
yesterday?" | said, "I watched the 11 o' clock
news. "

He said, "The chief of staff is
going to have a neeting at 11 o'clock, and we'd
better have a plan, because it's us."

And | thought for a mnute and |
said, "You know, there's a |ot of other ful
col onel s laying around here. What can | do?"

But you never checked on CGeneral Cotton. He was
a VM grad, so we forgive him

But he said, "Lark, we're going to
get there. W just gave the president sone
| anguage that he can use for a press conference."
And he cone on. | thought he was too weak, to be
honest with you. And | apologize to him he's
dead.

But the next thing we did, on Friday
we flewto Maxwel |, at Montgonery, Al abama. And
the first thought was this is another march
com ng. And Ral ph Abernathy, who I'd never net
inny life -- but to this day, | think he was one
of the best there was -- he cane to us and said,

"There will be another march, on the 21st, and we
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will not stop.” So we said, "Please |et us
prepare a battle plan and we'll see it."
Now, renenber, | was three weeks

away from being a |ieutenant col onel and all
had to do is you-knowwhat up and | woul d have
not been a col onel.

But when you started to | ook at the
pi ctures that they provided us, Bull Connor with
a 12-inch hose knocki ng people off the bridge.
What a disaster. And we didn't have anybody in
that line that said "Stop then?

My heart was touched. | comranded
an all-black conpany, in conbat and their bl ood
was just as red as the next conmpany that was al
white. You can go to conbat and we can draft
you; you can't use our bathroom By the way, you
can't vote, either. Wat kind of a country do we
have?

And | was so proud of the people in
t he Pentagon, because everybody, fromthe chief
of staff on down, all said the same thing: This
is disgraceful. W go and fight for other
countries to salvage them but we don't try to
fix the heartaches that we've caused in our own

country.
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We picked the sites. The Secret
Service | ooked at them crimnal investigators
| ooked at them W had four sites they were
going to march. They woul d canp out at night.

One of the interesting things was
Bull Connor. Bill Perkins, where is he at? M
good friend Bill Perkins, one of his friends, his
constituents in Harlem was a marshal for the
march. He was part of the Tuskegee Indian group,
the pilots of World War I1.

Connor had an article in the paper;

he said "W swept themoff the bridge.” | went
to neet him and he said "I don't take orders
fromtin soldiers.” | won't repeat it because

don't want to see it in the press what | said,
but some of you | adi es have never heard it, |
know, but some of the nmen have heard it, what |
told him

| will tell you this. | said, "If
you're on that bridge when we cross the bridge,
you'll need a plastic surgeon.”™ This man was a
di sgrace.

The governor wasn't any better.
When we give the orders to activate, Wallace had

sonme filthy | anguage to tal k about the president.
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Hi s answer was, "Well, if | activate them the
t axpayers of Al abama will have to pay for them
But if the President activates them they'll do
it."

The good part for us was we, the
United States Arny, then canme in and took care of
it. What did we do? We called units in from al
over America. Sonebody |laughed at nme. | said
every commander of a battery conmpany that's going
to be called to active duty that's going to line
the streets, | want some conmander to stick their
piggies in that chanber to see that there was no
amunition in them

And the march maneuver went
t oget her, everybody got in place, and there was a
delay. And a delay. And a del ay.

So | went to ny new friend Ral ph
Abernathy, and | said, "You ve got to get them
out of here. You' ve got a |ot of people out
there on the sides of the road who are
rednecks"” -- and | called them sonet hi ng el se,
"bigots."

Wiy? Because | served with those
who weren't of ny skin. | have four

grandchildren that are biracial. Wen you say
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t hat about sonebody el se, you're saying it about
my famly too.

But the nicest part of it, Abernathy
went in and told Jesse Jackson and Jose
Wllians -- which | couldn't do -- "Please get
nmoving." And he said, "Martin, it's time to
mar ch. "

Twenty-five hundred people. Four
days later, we marched the last steps to
Mont gonery, 25,000 people. | believe in ny heart
and soul -- and there were Congressnen that were
there. | never net John Lewis. First of all,
was told don't get involved in politics. | said
not me, never inny life will | ever do politics.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR LARKI N: But the nicest
part about it was Dr. Abernathy, when we
finished, he said, "You know, you didn't have to
do sone of the things you did."

Oh, yes, | did have to do them My
orders were to see that there was no damage, no
m scal cul ati on, and no casualties. And everybody
shall be treated as human beings and treated with
dignity.

We finished. The march was over.
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believe in ny heart and soul that in June, when
the United States Senate -- |'mproud to say that
t he Republican votes were in there -- passed the
Voting Rights Act, why? Because sone of them
came to Al abama in casual. And they recognized
that what a di sgrace.

News nmedia fromall over the world
marched in that 50-sonme mles fromSelma to
Mont gonery.

And what did we show to America? W
can tame our own people? No, what we should be
saying is that it is tine to close that gap and
| et those Anmericans who are Anericans and have
the entitlenment to vote, they should be.

And in August the president of the
United States signed the bill. And as General
Cotton said, but we can't forget the one
casualty. On the way back from Montgonery to
Sel ma, we had told them pl ease stay east of the
line of march you cane on. One lady didn't. Her
name was Viola Liuzzo. 1'll give you the
spelling after. Not bad for 50-sone years ago;
you renenber. She went over there and went in
drinking. Well, the bigots were there, and she

was kil l ed.
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Sonme people said, well, we got out
of here easy. But we didn't. W should have got
out of there with everybody in the same thing.

But just think about it. You know,
when sonmeone says you can't do that, | get upset
about it, you know? Why? Because | swore to
uphol d and defend the Constitution and defend ny
country. And when you harass and do sonething
agai nst our citizens, you' re doing it against
every one of us.

| was proud to be on that march. O
course, | had sone very, very -- a couple of
days, you know, where you're like this: Sonebody
said "You get any sleep last night?" | said,
"Yeah, between 12:00 and 12:30." Wy? If
somet hi ng goes wong, you'll be saying, Goodbye,
Lark, you retired major. Three weeks later, |
was a col onel .

And to this day, | comunicate with
some of the people | net. These weren't
rabbl e-rousers, these were young nen and wonen --
and some of themwere up in their years. And
their attitude was: |'man American citizen, |
was born here in Sel ma, Anniston, wherever it

m ght be, and you won't give ne the right to be a
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full citizen. But yet you can take ny famly and
put themin conbat to defend this country. Wen
we do that, |adies and gentlenmen, we really ought
to forfeit our responsibilities. Because w thout
doing it and worrying about others, we fail in
our duties as fellow citizens.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Larkin.

Senat or Panepi nt o.

SENATOR PANEPI NTCO, Thank you,
M. President. That's a very difficult person to
follow. Senator Larkin, thank you for your
efforts foll owi ng Bl oody Sunday.

| had the pleasure of neeting John
Lewi s about 20 years ago. In a prior career, |
was a uni on organi zer, organizing | ow wage
African-Americans and Latinos across the South.
And | had to pick up Congressman Lewis at the
airport and bring himto arally we had in
North Carolina.

And | had the pleasure of spending
about an hour and a half in the car with himand

tal ki ng about the events of Bl oody Sunday.
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And | hadn't planned on speaki ng on
this resolution today, because we had two
el oquent speakers, but ny nother sent ne an enail
this weekend and she said, you know, | never knew
that, you know, Bloody Sunday, you know, was the
day that you were born, because | was busy on
March 7, 1965, giving birth to you.

And so to my nother that, you know,
delivered ne that day and to John L. Lewis and
all the people that fought on the bridge and, you
know, Congressman Lewis, when | met him 20 years
ago, said: |It's interesting, | never net anybody
born on Bl oody Sunday, and you're doing the kind
of work that |I'm proud to have you doing -- you
know, working on behal f of, you know, worKking
peopl e and organi zi ng them

So for the efforts that Senator
Larkin made and the marchers on the Sel ma bri dge,
|"m proud to speak on behalf of this resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Panepinto.

Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,

M. President.

| riseto-- 1 also find it very
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difficult to follow Senator Larkin, but I amvery
honored and pl eased that our | eader, Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, has introduced this to
remnd us of this inmportant incident in American
hi story.

And | amrem nded by the fact that
Ednund Pettus was the Grand Dragon of the Ku Kl ux
Kl an of Al abana. And so that bridge represented,
for the people who gathered there and attenpted
to do the march, the bridge really was enbl ematic
of the problemthat they were facing. And that
is an attenpt to keep people frombeing able to
participate in the Anerican society.

And so the resistance was severe on
both sides, the determ nation of the people to
cross that bridge and the resistance reflected in
t he nane of the bridge.

There were two people in that nmarch
that I just wanted to nmention as well. Ralph
Bunche was one of the people on that bridge. He
had won a Nobel Peace Prize in 1950 for his work
in the Arab-Ilsraeli peace truce.

And Martin Luther King, who was al so
one of the |eaders of the march, won a Nobel

Peace Prize the year before, in 1964, for his
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wor K.

So these two giants were present
together to lead a march. And obvi ously,
historically, they shall remain forever inportant
in the history of America and the worl d.

So it was with a particul ar sense of
pride that we had represented, in the 50th
anni versary cel ebration, two nmen who | consi der
to be giants in history in Anerica: Barack
Gbana, who is our president, the first
African- Anerican president in the history of our
nation, and Eric Holder. These are two nmen who
represent the advancenent that was reflected in
that march across the bridge named for the G and
Dragon of the KKK. In defiance of that, these
men stood to cel ebrate the 50th anniversary. |
was tremendously proud.

And, M. President, | amextrenely
proud today to be part of the group in the Senate
who is led by another first in the history of
New York State, and that is Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, the first African-American wonan
to be voted by colleagues in the Senate as our
| eader.

And there will be a tinme, an hour
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and a nmonent, when you will not only be ngjority
| eader, but you will also break down the door and
be in the roomwth the -- however other nunber

of nmen are going to be in that room you're going
to be in that roomtoo, representing all of us
here.

So, M. President, thank you. This
is a very historical nmonent, and | appreciate the
opportunity to speak on this resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Montgonery.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

|"ve been inspired to rise as well
by the conments of Senator Stewart-Cousins and ny
ot her col |l eagues. Because, as Senator
St ewart - Cousi ns suggested, all of our civil
rights struggles are linked. And on this day
when we think of Selma, we renmenber the words of
Presi dent Qbana during his 2013 i naugural address
when he said "from Seneca Falls to Selma to
Stonewal | ." The President hinmself |inked all of
our civil rights struggl es.

And we're so fortunate in New York
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that we actually have two of those historic sites
in our great state -- Seneca Falls, of course,
where the wonen's suffrage novenent was born, and
Stonewal I, which is in ny district, where the
nodern LGBT rights novenent was born.

And | have to say, all of our
novenents are |inked and we still have unfini shed
business left in our respective efforts.

And in nmy community, M. President,
we have to rem nd ourselves daily, and we shoul d
do so on the floor of this body, that we still do
not have full equality for transgender
i ndi vidual s. Meani ng that 25,000 New Yorkers,

M. President, can be denied a seat at a
restaurant, kicked out of their hones, get fired
si nply because they're transgender.

And as we | ook back to the successes
we've had with Sel mra and Seneca Falls, we have to
rem nd ourselves of the chall enges ahead and
t hose invol ved with the Gender Expression
Non- Di scrim nati on Act and how we have to nake
certain that we pass that bill this year.

Thank you, M. President.

(Scattered applause fromagallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
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you.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonmpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise, as possibly the |ast
speaker, to thank Senator Stewart-Cousins for
printing this comrenorative resolution today, and
al so to thank Senator Larkin.

This is ny 15th year in the State
Senate, and | have never failed to |isten as he
tells the different stories of this march and
others that he participated in in his role as a
pr ot ect or.

And | thought it was very
interesting that today we had Fort Drum we had
judges. How historic a day this is. And yet
while it tal ks about how far we've come, it al so
tal ks about how far we have yet to go. Selna was
t he begi nning of a crucial awakening in this
country. And | appreciated not only our
President but, you know, | posted on Facebook
| ast week a picture of ny President and
Congressman C yburn as they stepped fromthe
pl ane i n Al abama, wal ked across the tarmac as

t hey headed toward the march. And | sent thema
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nmessage, M. President and M. Cyburn: Thank
you for the commenoration. Thank you for hel ping
us not forget. Thank you for helping us to

rem nd our children that there is still a fight
yet to be won. Thank you for commenorating a
ti me when people were united, Senator Larkin,
around this issue.

And |' m hopeful that people wll
become reunited around this issue. As | |ooked
at young white and black and Latino girls and
boys lie down in the streets -- Senator
Panepi nto' s daughter in Rochester -- in places
across this state, saying that we are united
around the need for justice. And all this is
about justice. And all of this is about we stil
have to grow up in this country and fulfill the
Anerican dream

There are nmany peopl e who have been
very successful in capturing the dream for
t hensel ves and their legacies. But if we're
going to have a future for the next generation of
children, we still have work to do. W still
have doors to open. W still have the DREAM Act
to pass. W still have justice that nust be

pronounced and proclained in this state.
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So as we commenorate Sel ma through
this resolution today, do not think that that is
the end, that it is the close of a chapter. But
it is the beginning of a new chapter. And those
of us who continue to persevere here need to
understand the seriousness of our obligation to
ensure that we conme here every day, recommtted
to the purpose of providing just |laws and a just
path for the children of tonorrow.

Thank you, M. President.

(Scattered applause fromagallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Hassell-Thonpson.

Senat or Espaill at.

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to congratul ate Senator
St ewart - Cousi ns, Senator Larkin, and those that
have spoken on this historical event.

Hi story has the ability to be
el astic. Perhaps when it is witten, it only
i mpacts a small nunber of people, but as the
pages turn, it continues to enbrace nmany ot hers.
And certainly this is a historical resolution on

an inportant event that shaped the course of this
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country. But | amconpelled to think that the
best way to honor the nenory of Bl oody Sunday is
not with words but with deeds, with actions.

And | am concerned that even today,
in this very chanber, the action that we take
very often is contrary, very contrary to the
spirit of what happened at that bridge.

And so many decades later, we stil
westle here to be fair with inm grants and pass
the DREAM Act. And if we were to hold a DREAM
vote today, many of the fol ks that are el evating
the |l egacy of that bridge will vote against it.

And many decades after crossing that
bridge, we still cannot cross the bridge to do
away with JimCrow | aws and support farmworkers
the way we should in this state.

And many decades after this
hi storical event, we sit here every day in this
chanber and we continue to deny wonen their ful
rights.

And on a daily basis when we cone
back to these chanbers, even after the very
fl onery speeches and words, our deeds and our
actions are not consistent with what happened at

that bridge and we continue to discrimnate
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agai nst the LGBT comrunity.

So perhaps that bridge was crossed
because African-Anericans needed the right to
vote or because they were fighting agai nst
di scrim nation and racial violence and Ji m Crow.
But that bridge nmeans a whole | ot different now
It's elastic. It's bigger than this room And
we continue every year to really humliate the
| egacy of the bridge with our actions here.

So |l will say that again, when we
come up agai n next year and we bring up anot her
one of these resolutions, we should really
cel ebrate themw th our actions and our deeds and
not with our words.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Espaill at.

Senat or Hami | t on.

SENATOR HAM LTON: Thank you,

M. President.

| just want to say 50 years has
passed since the march to Sel na over the
Pettus Bridge, and in conmenorating the |egacy of

that march, nyself and other elected officials
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mar ched across the iconic Brooklyn Bridge. There
were over 600 people walking armin arm over the
bridge. And as | wal ked over the bridge, ny mnd
reflected if | had the faith in order to wal k
into the Valley of Death. Wuld | be able to
wal k over a bridge knowing that I would be hit in
t he head, naybe shot or nurdered?

So for those people who risked their
lives for us to vote, | stand on their shoul ders.
But for them | would not be here today as a
State Senator. But for them | would not have
been able to get an education with the G vil
Ri ghts Act.

So | just want to pay my respects to
the seniors and el ders who paved the way for ne
to be the person that | amtoday, and to ny
grandnot her and great -great grandnother, whose
great - grandnot her was a slave, to the | egacy of
hard work, of believing in the Arerican system
t hat works.

And in saying that I amproud to be
an American, | amproud to live in a country that
has all owed nme to becone an attorney, allowed ne
to becone a State Senator. And | believe in

justice for all. And | just hope in the near
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future when we do vote in this chanmber, we
believe in the Anerican dream and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance, as all God's children are created
equal .

Thank you very much

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Ham |ton

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, 1'd
like to open up this resolution for
cosponsorship. So if there's anybody who chooses
not to go on it, let the desk know Oherw se
everybody will go on.

And al so Resol ution Nunber 463, by
Senat or Marchi one, which is Down Syndrone
Awar eness Day, I'd |ike to open that up for

cosponsorship. And if anybody chooses not to be
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on it, let the desk know.

And if that's okay with you, sir, at
this time I'd like to take up Resolution 936, by
Senator Diaz. Could we have it please read in
its entirety, and | believe that Senator Diaz is
here and he would |ike to speak on it.

SENATOR DI AZ: Now?

SENATOR LI BOUS: Now, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Secretary will read.

SENATOR DI AZ: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: Now.  Now.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 936, by Senator Diaz,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to decl are
March 11, 2015, to April 12, 2015, as
Garifuna- Anerican Heritage Month in the State of
New Yor k.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and pay j ust
tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic
groups which conprise and contribute to the
richness and diversity of the community of the
State of New York; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
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and in keeping with its time-honored traditions,
it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
appl aud and conmenorate events which foster
ethnic pride and exenplify the cultural diversity
that represents and strengthens the spirit of the
peopl e and the State of New York; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to nenorialize Governor Andrew M
Cuono to declare March 11, 2015, to April 12,
2015, as Garifuna-Anerican Heritage Month in the
State of New York; and

"WHEREAS, Garifuna-Anerican Heritage
Mont h cel ebrates the great contributions of
Garifuna- Anericans to the fabric of New York
City, and pays tribute to the common culture and
bonds of friendship that unite the United States
and the Garifuna countries of Belize, Guatenala,
Honduras, N caragua, and St. Vincent and the
G enadi nes; and

"WHEREAS, Garifuna-Anerican Heritage
Month affirns the culture, identity and
sel f-esteem of a people; it celebrates a rich
heritage and illum nates Garifuna history and
tradition, as well as the spirit of an

i ndomi t abl e peopl e; and
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"WHEREAS, In 1665, two Spani sh ships
wr ecked off the coast of St. Vincent; and

"WHEREAS, The West African sl aves
who escaped to the island eventually intermarried
with the Caribs and the Arawaks, indigenous
nati ve peopl es; and

"WHEREAS, The new race of peopl e,
known as the Garifuna, grew strong and prosperous
on the island; and

"WHEREAS, |In 1795, the Garifuna
began the Second Carib War against the British;
battl es raged throughout St. Vincent over the
next year, with both sides enduring heavy | osses;
and

"WHEREAS, On June 10, 1796, the
final battle commenced with the Garifuna and
British, resulting in the Garifuna' s surrender;
and

"WHEREAS, The surviving Black Caribs
were forcibly transferred to the nei ghboring
i sland of Balliceaux; and

"WHEREAS, On March 11, 1797, the
defeated Garifuna were | oaded onto a convoy of
ei ght vessels and transported to Roat an,

Honduras, which arrived on April 12th of that
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year; and

"WHEREAS, The Garifuna began to
mgrate to the United States during the 1930s;
today, New York City is home to the |argest
Garifuna community outside of Central America;
and

"WHEREAS, This year commenorates the
25th Anniversary of the Happy Land Social Cub
Fire tragedy that brought attention to New York
City's Garifuna conmunity; this mlestone should
serve as the turning point to advance the
integration of the Garifuna comunity as it
pronotes its political, econom c, social and
cul tural devel opnent; and

"WHEREAS, On May 18, 2001, the
Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organization (UNESCO proclained the
Gari funa | anguage, dance and nusic as a
' Masterpi ece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage
of Humanity'; and

"WHEREAS, Garifuna-Anerican Heritage
Mont h provi des an opportunity to recogni ze the
significance of their contributions to the
quality and character of |ife, and, through many

events and activities throughout the nonth, for
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all people to gain a greater appreciation of
Garifuna history and traditions, and of the role
Gari funa- Aneri cans have played, and will continue
to play, in our society; and

"WHEREAS, In 1823, WIIliam Henry
Brown, the first American playwight of African
descent, wote 'The Dranma of King Shotaway,'
recogni zed as the first black dranma of the
Aneri can Theatre, which has as its subject the
1795 Bl ack Caribs' (Garifunas') defense of the
| sl and of Saint Vincent against col onization by
the British; and

"WHEREAS, Today, New Yorkers of
Garifuna heritage such as Sara Logan, Rosemary
Ordonez Jenkins, Mrtha Col on, Eleanor Cecelia
Castill o-Bul |l ock, Sulma Arzu-Brown, Janes Lovell,
Rosita Alvarez, Paula Castillo, Mrtin Bernudez,
Edson Arzu and Jose Francisco Avila continue to
recogni ze and honor the cultural practices of
their ancestors; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuono to declare March 11,
2015, to April 12, 2015, as Garifuna-Anerican
Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be
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it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

M. President, before | say
anything, | would Iike to express ny -- ny
di sgust, my unconfortable -- being unconfortable
t oday, because |'ve got a group of Garifunas
comng fromthe Bronx, all the way fromthe
Bronx. And we sat here for two hours to see --
to be recognizing a general, the appointnments of
15 judges, the resolution, and we are finally
going to cl ose.

So | hope that when Espaillat talks
about, and -- what's the nanme of the Senator? --
Brad Hoyl man tal ki ng about all the discrimnation
that the bridge can do, that you include in that
bri dge too that people fromthe Bronx cone here,
all the way, and they were left here till the

end.
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So, M. President, thank you very
much. Today, today, |adies and gentlenen, is a
very special day. Today |'m honored to be the
sponsor of this great resolution and of the fifth
annual cel ebration of Garifuna-Anerican Heritage
Month in the New York State Senate.

Today |'m honored to have the
opportunity and privilege granted to nme by the
di stingui shed | eaders of the Senate, the
Honor abl e Senator Dean Skel os, the Secretary of
the Senate, M. Frank Patience, and the nmenbers
of this body that have allowed nme to introduce
this resol ution.

M. President, nenbers of the
Senate, |adies and gentlenen, | would like to
wel comre the del egation fromthe Garifuna
comunity who are sitting in the gallery.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

SENATCR DI AZ: Go ahead. Co ahead.
You have been appl audi ng everybody here, so why
not appl aud yoursel f too.

(Exchange in Spani sh with audi ence
menbers in the gallery.)

SENATOR DI AZ: Thi s del egati on,

M. President, is presided by M. Jose Francisco
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Avila, president of the Garifuna Coalition, USA,
who has joined us in the Senate chanbers today,
along with Ms. Rosemary Ordonez Jenkins,

Ms. Rosita Alvarez, Ms. O ga Leiva, the
Reverend Andrew Nunez, senior pastor of the

Bel i evers Mennonite Garifuna Mnistry, who gave
t he invocation, and M. Aurelio Martinez.

And M. President, |adies and
gentlenmen, let me tell you all something about
M. Aurelio Martinez. M. Aurelio Martinez, you
shoul d know that M. Aurelio Martinez is a
nati onal nusical |egend in Honduras and
t hroughout Latin America, and that during the
Novenber 27, 2005, national elections in
Honduras, M. Martinez -- that guy over there.
{In Spanish.} Martinez, this is your day today.

M. Martinez nade history when he
became the first Garifuna or African descendant
to be elected to the Honduran National Congress
representing the Departnment of Atal anti da.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

SENATCR DI AZ: You shoul d al so
know, | adies and gentlenen, that this past
Sat urday, March 14th, at the Hostos Conmunity

Col l ege Auditoriumin Bronx County, M. Martinez
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was honored by the New York Garifuna conmunity
with a nmusical tribute celebrating the
30th anniversary of his | egendary nusical career.

During that event, Saturday, |ast
Sat urday, this past Saturday, together w th Bronx
Bor ough President Rubén Diaz, Jr.,

Assenbl ynmenbers Marcos Crespo, Luis Sepul veda,
and M chael Bl ake, in celebration of Garifuna
Heritage Month, | had the honor and privil ege of
presenting a proclamation and citation to

M. Aurelio Martinez in recognition of his

| egendary rnusi cal career.

Ladies and gentlenmen in the gallery
and in the chanber, it is inportant for you to
know that the Garifuna community has been an
integral part of New York City and especially of
Bronx County for nore than 80 years.

It is also inportant to know t hat
the Garifunas have been comng to the United
States of Anerica in search of a better life
since 1930. Their vitality, their talent and
their conmtnment constitute trenendous resources
for our state and our city.

But, M. President, |adies and

gentlemen, and ny fellow Senators, you should
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know that it took a tragic event, a fire that
took the lives of 87 people, for the governnent
institutions to start paying attention to this
great community. This year we comenorate the
25th anniversary of that tragic fire.

On March 25, 1990, a social club
known as the Happy Land was set on fire, causing
t he death of many people and inflicting
tremendous pain and suffering to the rest of the
Garifuna community throughout the state and
t hroughout the nati on.

Today, as the State Senator
representing the 32nd Senatorial District in
Bronx County, it is an honor and a privilege for
me to have this huge del egation of Garifuna
joining us in the Senate gallery. Look at that
beauti ful group. Aren't they beautiful.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

SENATCR DI AZ: It's a beautiful
t hi ng.

To you, to you, my colleagues,
menbers of the Senate and staff, | invite you to

join us at a reception after session in the Wll
for a very, very Garifuna celebration. The

cel ebration of Garifuna-Anerican Heritage Month
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will continue on Thursday, April 9th -- this is
inmportant, wite it down -- on Thursday,
April 9th, when nore than 500 people will gather
at Maestro's Caterers in the Bronx for the Annual
Abrazo Gari funa.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR DI AZ: I f you, ny

col | eagues and staff, would like to travel to the

Bronx, you will be nore than welconme to attend.
In closing -- nowis the good
thing {in Spanish} -- in closing | want to say to

the Garifuna del egation, thank you for accepting
my invitation to come to this chanber. And in
Garifuna: "Buiti Achudluruni. Seremein Bini-noun
bunguio. "

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

SENATCR DI AZ: This is Senator
Diaz, and this is what you shoul d know.

Thank you.

(Laught er and appl ause from
gal lery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Diaz.

Senator Serino -- Senator Serrano,

nmy apol ogi es.
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SENATOR SERRANC No probl em
Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

And it gives ne great pleasure to
rise and speak in support of Senator Diaz's
resol uti on honoring the wonderful and rich
Garifuna community. Every year he knows, the
Senat or knows how excited | get when he brings
all of us together to celebrate this very
occasi on, because it's so inportant.

The cul tural contributions of the
Garifuna community are i mmeasurabl e, but for so
|l ong these weren't fully understood. Thanks to
Senat or Diaz, we now have a showcase to
under stand how i nportant the Garifuna conmunity
is for this wonderful npsaic that we cal
New Yor k.

In the Bronx, but throughout the
entire five boroughs and i ndeed the State of
New York, the Garifuna community is in many ways
a history | esson of the new Americas and how
Central Anerica and South Anerica shaped the way
that we are today, shaped our society today. And
i ndeed, in the Bronx, the growi ng and strong and
vi brant Garifuna community has nade i nnunerable

contri butions.
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So | get so excited when | know t hat
the groups are com ng up here to tal k about what
they' re doing, to show how far they've cone. But
really it is a trenendous cel ebration of the
diversity that we all celebrate and that we take
for granted, but we should celebrate it every
si ngl e day.

So thank you very nuch for being
here.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Serrano.

Senat or Espaill at.

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Thank you.

| want to rise to congratul ate
Senator Diaz for his efforts to bring the
Garifuna community here once again this year to
Al bany. And, you know, the Reverend has
establ i shed a series of abrazos -- enbraces,
right? -- where he highlights the great qualities
of many of our comrunities across the City of
New Yor k.

So | commend himfor his efforts,
and | welconme you to Al bany, particularly Aurelio

Martinez, who's a former nenber of the Honduran
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Congress, and M. Avil a.

But the Reverend has nmade a m st ake.
He believes, truly believes, and | believe that
he truly believes that the Garifuna community is
exclusive of his district and the Bronx. And he
is mstaken. Because there are Garifuna in
Manhat t an.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: There are
Garifunas in Brooklyn.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: There are
Gari funas in Queens.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: | dare to say
that there may even be sonme Garifunas in
Staten |sland.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: And let nme tel
you, Reverend, | went to Providence,
Rhode Island, and | net M. Avila's twn
brother -- 1 thought | was speaking to him-- who
is also a Garifuna.

So again, Reverend Diaz, | thank you

for bringing themhere. But they belong to al
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of us. Wth that | say to you {in Garifuna}.

(Cheers, applause fromagallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Espaill at.

Senat or Hami | t on.

SENATOR HAM LTON: Yes, good
eveni ng.

| just want to say there's a woman
named Vilnma Zuniga who is a Grifuna, and she
exposed ne to the culture. And Vilma is a |oving
person, she's a warm person, she invites you to
her home. And her nother rem nds ne of ny
grandnot her, who's still alive.

And | see Rosita Alvarez over here,
and say hello to her.

And Senator Diaz, you're right, and
Senat or Espaillat; we have Garifuna people al
over the world. But the ones from Brooklyn are
the ones I know. And they're |oving people,
they' re warm people. And they're bilingual,
trilingual

But what | | ove about the Garifuna
people, they identify with being African. They
identify with the African culture.

Ms. Honduras, please stand up. Are
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you there? Yay, M. Honduras.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR HAM LTON: They are
beautiful, caring people with a strong heritage
of being i ndependent, fighting for their rights.
| love their nusic. | love to enjoy -- | |ove
the food, | always eat well at the events --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HAM LTON: -- and the good
cooki ng.

And a lot of tinmes in other cultures
t he wonen are always slimand skinny, but
Garifuna wonmen are just the right -- you know
(gesturing).

(Laughter fromgallery.)

SENATOR HAM LTON: So | just want
to say God bless the Garifuna people. And
Al bany, we wel come you to Al bany. And God bl ess
you all, thank you for com ng here today. Thank
you.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Ham |ton

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
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M. President.

Sol will tell everyone ahead of
time, M. President, that | wll neither conment
on anyone's girth or, or say sonmething in the
Gari funa | anguage, because | know that | would
get it wrong.

But | amvery proud to not only
wel comre you all to Al bany, but to say that | am
very glad and proud, really, that there are so
many Garifunas that live in nmy district.

Now, | am from Puerto Ri co, born and
raised. And there is a phrase in Puerto Rico
that is a fanous poem "Tu Abuela 'donde 'sta?"
"And your grandma, where is she at?"

Now, what does that nmean? There is
a whol e conversation in Puerto R co about the
African heritage of Puerto Rican people. And
there's a fanobus poemin the 1970s that just
guestions that if people in Puerto R can say "Oh,
there's no African in ny heritage," then the
guestion you ask themis {in Spanish}: "And your
grandnot her, where is she at?" Because |'m sure
t hat she has heritage.

So as | was grow ng up, there was

al ways sonet hi ng about -- we were taught how
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African heritage was such an inportant part of
who we were as Puerto Ricans. So when | cane to
New York and | becane a Senator, that is when
really got to neet the Garifuna people. And that
is when | got to |l earn about the history of this
group of African folks that traveled to Central
Anerica that established thenselves as a
different group froma lot of other ones in the
entire country and in the entire world and nade
their own heritage.

It's just a further exanple of how
the African D aspora all over the world just has,
as it plants itself all over the world, whether
it's in Puerto Rico, in the Dom ni can Republic,
here in the U S. or certainly in Central Anerica,
it becones -- it just nmkes it greater.

So | amvery glad to have the
Garifuna people as part of the 33rd Senatori al
District. I'mglad to have you here as guests.
And hopefully we will have rmuch to work together
to make sure that we nake not only the
33rd Senatorial District but the Bronx a little
bit better every single day.

Thank you for being up here.

Thank you, M. President.
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(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senator Rivera.

Senat or Par ker.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you very
much.

Let me -- I'm State Senator Kevin
Par ker, representing the 21st District in
Brookl yn, which | think rivals the Bronx for the
nunber of Garifuna people living in the
comunity.

But | certainly want to first thank
Senator Diaz for really | eading the charge on
maki ng sure that our comrunities of all hues,
races, ethnicities and religions are being
recogni zed every year on the floor of the Senate.

But al so, you know, | want to
associate nyself with the kind words of all ny
col | eagues, who certainly have a significant
respect for the Garifuna people.

You know, | really wanted to kind of
speak for a nonent just to what we really are
tal ki ng about when we tal k about the Garifuna
culture. That people are quick, oftentines, to

tal k about what we refer to as "surface cul ture,
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| ooki ng at people's dress and dance, right, and
| anguage, but not tal k about what ant hropol ogi st
Clifford Geertz calls "deep structure" culture.

And what we see in the Garifuna
people is really a resistance to inperialismand
col oni alismand ensl avenent and oppression that
our peopl e have gone through.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

SENATOR PARKER: And so when we
hear this |anguage that people can't pronounce
it -- well, you can't pronounce it because you
ain't heard it. Because it's an African |anguage
in nost of its parts and its deep structure.

And when you hear the syntax, right,
and the grammatical structure, and you start
trying to | ook at, you know, Romance | anguages,
you say, Ch, we can't find it. That's because it
don't cone from Romance countries. Right? It
conmes from Afri ca.

And when we hear that, what we're
seeing in this people is a people who are
essentially maroons. Right? They're essentially
mar oons. These are people who have had to fend
for thenselves -- and not just in a place that

was i nhospitable but hostile to their very
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exi stence. And so --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR PARKER: And so this
tribute is not sinply to all of the beautiful
things that we see in terns of dance and song and
nmusi ¢ and food and all those other things, but
really thank you to your ancestors and to your
very spirit of being ones who resist.

As we tal ked here today earlier
about the 50th anniversary of Selma and we tal ked
about -- even, you know, what we tal ked about in
terms of Fort DrumDay, is that it's inportant to
us to fight for the things that we think are
important. Right? And what you saw i n Senat or
Ritchie's commenoration of Fort Drum was tal king
about preserving the culture of that place.

And that's what Reverend Diaz is
tal king about, that we are with you in preserving
your culture. That your culture is our culture,
that we continue to not just live together and
| ove together, but continue the struggle
t oget her.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
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you, Senator Parker.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

(Appl ause fromgallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
LaVval | e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President, as
is our tradition, we will open this resolution
for sponsorship for anyone who wants to be on the
resolution. And again as part of our tradition,
you are assumed on the resol ution unless you do
not want to be on the resol ution.

We have anot her resol ution by
Senat or Serrano. Wuld you please read the title
only and then recogni ze Senator Serrano on his
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

Resol uti on Nunber 976, by Senator Serrano,
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nmourni ng the untinely death of Anthony Mason
out standing athlete, New York City sports icon,
and devoted nenber of his community.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

| just wanted to take a nonent to
honor the |l egacy of a great New York sports
| egend in Anthony Mason, who as we all know --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Qui et
pl ease. Quiet, please.

SENATCOR SERRANO -- as we all
know, died, unfortunately died at a very young
age, the age of 48, this past February 28th. He
passed away in Manhattan after suffering a heart
attack.

But best known for his years as
New York Knick, he really did do a lot to give
New York sports fans, nmany of us who were very
frustrated Knicks fans fromthe 1980s, a sense of
pride. What a difference the teamwas in the
'90s with the |ikes of Anthony Mason, John
Starks, Patrick Ewing, Charles CGakley. It was so

exciting to know that the Knicks, while they may
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have been underdogs in any particul ar gane, were
going to exhibit the tenacity to make t hem
conpetitive agai nst any ot her team

And | believe in nmany ways that was
seen nost deeply in Anthony Mason. His
i n-your-face style proved that in anything in
life, having the will to succeed, the will to
prepare, the tenacity, the perseverance, wll
take you very far.

So in 1994, Mason hel ped bring the
Knicks to the NBA finals, where they lost a
tough, and in nmy case heartbreaking, series to
t he Houston Rockets. In 1995, Mason received the
NBA Si xth Man of the Year Award, which is given
to the League's best-perform ng player for his
team com ng of f the bench

In "96 and '97, Mason led the NBA in
m nutes played in the subsequent two seasons.
Also in "97, Mason earned All-NBA (third team
and NBA Al | - Def ensi ve Team (second team. He was
selected in 2001 to the NBA All-Star Gane. And
Mason retired with an average of 10 points per
ganme and 8.3 rebounds per gane.

So | just wanted to take a nonent to

acknowl edge how he hel ped many sports fans from
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all different genres to feel a sense of pride in
being a New York sports fan. He'll be m ssed,
and | want to take a nonent to honor his | egacy.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Thank
you, Senat or.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President, if
we can go back to notions and resol utions and
recogni ze Senator Val esky for a notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Carlucci, |
nove that Senate Bill 1743 be discharged fromits
respective commttee and be recommtted with

instructions to strike the enacting cl ause.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: So
or der ed.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATCR LaVALLE: M. President, is
t here any other business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: No ot her
busi ness.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Hearing no ot her
busi ness, | nove that we adjourn until Wdnesday,
March the 18th, at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MJRPHY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, March 18th, at 3:00 p. m

Happy St. Patrick's.

(Wher eupon, at 5:35 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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