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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and join with me as we recite the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO In the
absence of clergy, | ask everyone present to
pl ease bow their head in a nonent of silent
prayer and reflection.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 15th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
March 14th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports of state
of ficers.

Motions and resol utions.

And Senator Libous, it's great to
have you in the chanber.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President. 1It's good to be here.

And on behal f of Senator Hannon, on
page 5 | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 55, Senate Print 676, and ask
that said bill would please retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on third reading.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time | would like to take up a privileged
resolution by Senator LaValle, have it please
read in its entirety. 1'd like to open it up
for all nenbers' cosponsorship. And then if you
could call on Senator Skel os, then Senator

LaVall e after that.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you.

| would ask for some order in the
chanber, please.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 1024, by Senators LaVall e,
Skel os, Boyle, Croci, Flanagan, Hannon,
Marcel I ino, Martins and Venditto, nourning the
deat h of forner Senator Oaen H Johnson, one of
New York State's |ongest-serving | awmrmakers and
noted comunity | eader.

"WHEREAS, There are certain
out st andi ng nenbers of our conmunity who,
t hrough their selfless commtnent and
dedi cation, have served to better the quality of
life in our community and have had a measurabl e
positive inpact on the lives of its residents;
and

"WHEREAS, CQur | ocal governnent, our
state and our country have endured and been made
strong by generations of Americans who felt a
sense of responsibility to their comunity, to
one another and to their famlies; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
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Wi shes to express its sincerest sorrow upon the
occasi on of the death of former New York State
Senat or Onen H. Johnson, recognizing his
di stingui shed record of public service as a
representative for the people of the 4th Senate
District; he died on Decenber 24, 2014, at the
age of 85; and

"WHEREAS, Born on July 3, 1929, Ownen
H. Johnson, a resident of the Town of Babyl on,
proudly served his country as a nmenber of the
United States Marines from 1946-1948; and

"WHEREAS, After being honorably
di scharged, Onen H. Johnson attended Hof stra
Col | ege, graduating in 1956 with a Bachel or of
Arts degree in history-political science; in
1998, he was recognized by his alnma mater with a
di stingui shed Honorary Doctor of Laws degree; and

"WHEREAS, Senator Oaen H. Johnson
began his illustrious political career with the
New York State Senate in 1973; and

"WHEREAS, Throughout his 40 years of
di stingui shed service, representing the people in
the Town of Babylon and Islip in Suffolk County,
Senat or Omen H. Johnson sponsored | egislation

whi ch created New York's Environnental Protection
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Fund; and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, Senator Onen
H. Johnson hel ped to establish New York State's
adoption registry, to secure funds to construct
t he i ndependent | eague baseball stadiumin Islip
(honme of the Long Island Ducks), and to create
New York's Oak Bush Plains State Preserve in
Suf fol k County; and

"WHEREAS, In 2003, Senator Ownen H.
Johnson was appoi nted chairman of the Senate
Finance Commttee; in this capacity, he led the
role of reviewing the Governor's budget proposal
and devel opi ng the Senate Majority Conference's
priorities for the state budget; and

"WHEREAS, As Finance Committee
chai rman, he al so served as a nenber of the
New York State Public Authorities Control Board
and was cochairman of the Legislative Audit
Commi ttee; he was al so chairman of the Senate
Subconmmi ttee on the Long Island Marine District;
a conmi ssioner of the Atlantic States Marine
Fi sheries Conmm ssion; and vice chair of the
Legi sl ati ve Comm ssion on Gover nnment
Adm ni stration; and

"WHEREAS, Throughout his outstandi ng
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career as a New York State Senator, Owen H
Johnson chaired the commttees on Transportation,
Envi ronnent al Conservation, Social Services and
Cvil Service and Pensions; and

"WHEREAS, On the national |evel
Senat or Onen H. Johnson was a past nati onal
chai rman and a national director of the Anmerican
Legi sl ati ve Exchange Council, the nation's
| ar gest individual mnenbership organization of
state legislators; and

"WHEREAS, |In honor of his
extraordi nary career, in 1995 Owen H Johnson
was the first recipient of ALEC s Lifetine
Leadership Award, which was created to recognize
t hose nenbers who hel ped shape the organization;
and

"WHEREAS, Wth a strong public
spirit, Omen H Johnson was a nenber of Cross of
Christ Lutheran Church; he is survived by his
wife, Christel; two children, Oven H R Johnson
and Chirsten R E. (Danny) Tymann; two
grandchildren, Eliza and Scarlett; and two
brothers, Herbert and John; as well as one
sister, Sigrid; and

"WHEREAS, It is the intent of this
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Legi slative Body to inscribe upon its records
this tribute to the menory of Senator Owen H.
Johnson, that future generations may know and
appreciate his admrabl e character, his many
benevol ent deeds, and the respect and esteemin
whi ch he was held; he will be deeply m ssed by
all he served and befriended; now, therefore, be
it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
death of forner Senator Oaen H. Johnson, and to
express its deepest condol ences to his famly;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the famly of Onen H. Johnson.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,
M. President.

Today we really do cel ebrate Onen's,
OJ.'s, life and his acconplishnments. And if you
want to say one thing about himin Suffolk
County, he was M. Suffolk County and certainly

an institution for so many years.
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Onen served his comunity with
passi on for decades and | eft a remarkabl e | egacy
that benefited every part of this state.

As | mentioned, OJ., as we al
called him was nbst passionate about his famly,
nunber one, his constituents and his comunity.

He was adored by his constituents.
And if you had the opportunity to be in his
district and walk with himand go to neetings,
you coul d see the respect that every single one
of those individuals, whether they were
Republ i can or Denocrat, had for O J.

Forty di stingui shed years of
service. The longest tenured State Senator from
Long Island ever. He worked under eight
different Governors, from Rockefeller to Andrew
Cuonp. O J. said "l first started this adventure
when | was 42, when Richard N xon was president
and gasoline was 55 cents a gallon.” | think
Onen woul d I ove to see the price of gasoline go
back down to that 55 cents again.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELOS: Many years as
chair of the Senate Finance Committee, where he

would listen to testinony but al so hel ped create
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t he Senate Republican Conference position as we
went into budget negoti ations.

He chaired nany additi onal
commttees and al so served as ny assi stant
maj ority | eader.

He sponsored | andmark | aws. The
state's Environnental Protection Fund was an
Onen Johnson creati on.

For those of us who have been here a
few years, we all renmenber his seafood reception
that was held in Al bany, the popul ar event that
many of us | ooked forward to each year. It
started off nodestly, with just a few bushel s of
clans and a coupl e of six packs of beer, which
his chief of staff, Rory Welan, would open. And
| " mtal ki ng about the beer, not the clans.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: That eventually
grew to 3,000 people conm ng through the seafood
I ines where you had | obster, clanms, clam chowder,
baked cl ans, everything. And it was really about
that industry and really small business people
comi ng up fromLong Island to show what their
product was and how good it was here on

Long Island and New York State.
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He al ways worked hard to strengthen
our economy. And as | nentioned, every detail --
and I know many of those who worked for Owen are
here today -- he paid attention personally to
every detail when a constituent had a probl em

Owen had conservative principl es,
and they were steadfast. But he was al so
practical, understanding that at sonme point in
government you have to get results. He adapted
to that, but never, never conpronised his
pri nci pl es.

I n our conference -- everybody woul d
say "Onen is so quiet"; you should have been in
some of our Republican conferences when Onen felt
very strong about an issue. He wasn't shy in
terms of pronoting that issue, |ooking to kill
legislation if he didn't think it was
appropriate. And he didn't care who was in
support of it -- the | eader, whonever. If he
felt strong about that, that was it, Omnen was
going to express his views.

And then when he retired, he said
it's tinme to spend sonme tinme with his famly.

And | know, as | nentioned,

Christel, he adored you, he adored the entire
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famly, his grandkids. He |ooked forward to
that. But he did have such a passion about being
a Senator and a representative of the people.

And all of us who have the
opportunity to serve know that it is a sacrifice
fromthe famly that we | eave every week and cone
here to Al bany. So many of his acconplishnents
we owe to you, the famly, standing behind him
understanding that this was his passion, this is
what Onen wanted to do. And you let himdo it,
and for that we're very, very thankful to you

What nenories you have of a
wonderful man. W all have those menories that
had the opportunity to serve with him He was
not just a colleague, he was a friend. He would
talk to anybody, chat with them talk about
life's experiences. | know he did that an awful
ot with Colonel Larkin over at the Fort Orange.

But he didn't care if you were a
Denocrat, Republican, conservative, liberal -- he
woul d take the tine and chat with you and talk
about, as | said, his life's experiences, what
was going on with his famly, and al ways woul d
| ove to know what was going on with your famly.

So, M. President, this is a special
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day because it gives us the opportunity to salute
this incredi ble, wonderful human being. And we
ask that God enbrace him hold himtight, and

t hat he have the peace that Omen earned.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Skel os.

Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,

M. President.

Forty years Onen served in this
chanber, 40 years with great distinction. And
Owen Johnson was truly a great Anerican. He had
great pride and love for this country. He had
great love for the county of Suffolk and for the
town of Babyl on where he grew up. He talked
about the Johnson farns repeatedly, and -- but it
was done not just casually; you could look in his
eyes, whether he was tal king about our country,
the county, or the town of Babyl on.

He had an enornous |ove affair, and
the love affair was right back to him Because
he was able to achieve a dream He was the guy
next door who was fortunate enough to becone a

State Senator and to be able to do things for his
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community and for the people in that community.

He was a regular guy. And at his
wake, | heard that over and over again from
peopl e who he hel ped with the snall est of
probl ens.

As Senator Skel os indicated, he was
steadfast to principles. He stood for sonething.
He stood for sonething and represented that with
passion. And we were lucky to have himas the
head of our del egation. And what brought us
t hrough, as each of us in this chanber can relate
to, is that every del egati on has pat hways t hat
are not linear, they're difficult. And so Onen
was a great |eader. Senator Skel os tal ked about
| eadership that he was involved in with the
| eader .

But one thing, and this cane across,
was his love for his famly. Many tines we don't
share things, we disappear. Were was Onen?
Onen went back to a promevent. He was a father
first and a Senator second.

There were events that he and
Christel attended, and he made sure that he was
there. God only knows how many tines he had to

di sappoint, as we all do fromtine to tinmne.
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H s stewardship with the environnment
was incredible. The work that he did in terns of
marine |life was and is | egend.

So it was 40 years, 40 years filled
wi t h hel ping peopl e, shaping a conmunity, trying
to keep sone of the things that he knew in
chi | dhood were inportant, the town that he |ived
in.

And | would tell you, | was a staff
menber when Onen was el ected. And when you first
nmet Owen, you thought he cane out of central
casting. This guy |ooked like a Senator, acted
like a Senator, and | think that we as col |l eagues
were very proud to be associated with him

And | astly, in closing, great
deneanor. As the |eader nentioned, he was not a
guy who yell ed and screanmed. But you know,
sonmetimes a quiet and steady hand wi ns the day,
and that was Ownen Johnson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. President.
| rise to pay tribute to -- sonebody

called hima great American -- a dear friend and
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sonmebody | sat next to in conference for
30-sone-odd years. Owen was an incredible man
and an incredible Senator.

And | offer my synpathy to his
famly, his wife Christel and his son Onen. As |

wal ked into the chanber, | inmediately recognized
his brother with the -- he has this Johnson | ook
to him

You know, as we stand here and
cel ebrate Onen Johnson's life, we have to
remenber he was a Wrld War Il veteran, a Marine.
And was he ever proud of being a Marine, and he
| et you know t hat.

Ownen stood on principle. He was
guite a conservative gentlenan, to say the | east.
A national figure, incidentally, who was
presi dent of ALEC and hel ped found the
organi zation. | notice up in the gallery is Rory
Whel an, his sidekick and sonebody that was
i mensely close with him

And you know, Owen, when he was in
conference, his cell phone used to go off, which
was a no-no, and he would go right underneath the
table to talk to his son Onen. He wouldn't shut

it off, he'd talk to his son anyway.
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When Onen felt deeply on an issue,
he stood there. He was resolute on his issues.
And you know, for anybody that knew him he was
very kind and gentle with people that didn't
necessarily agree with him But I'll tell you,
it didn't change his opinion

He was a remarkabl e Senator, and
this is a total tribute to the cel ebration of
Senat or Onen Johnson's life. And to his famly,
who he adored, ny deepest synpathy. And Owen,
rest in peace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| too, like Kenny, net O J. when
was a staff nmenber. And | renenber the first

time | went to see himabout a bill on civil

service and pensions. He said: "And let ne tel

you, I'ma Marine." | said, "Gee, | think
they're few and far between. I|I'ma soldier."
And fromthat day on, we becanme good friends.
And when | joined the Legislature,
for 30 years -- | don't want to di sappoint the

famly -- | had breakfast with himthree to four
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days a week. | had dinner three or four days.
ate at Grandma's so much, when | wal ked in they
said: "What are you havi ng tonight?"

And O J. was very good: neatl oaf
with that white cream And | |ooked at that, and
| couldn't stand it. Today | ask nmy wife to make
it.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: But you know, one
of the things that the fam |y should know about,
enjoying him we sat at a wi ndow table, there was
two seats there. W went in one night, it had
been a | ong day here, budget tine, and we cone in
and he said, "Sonebody's at our seat." So |
said, "What do you want nme to do?" He said,

"Tell themto get out.”™ | said, "You' re ol der
than nme, you tell them™

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKIN: O J., like a
gentl eman, said "Did you see the reserved sign
here on the table?" And the poor guy had this
young girl with him he was trying to inpress
her. And he said "No, | didn't."

He said, "Well, I'lIl let you sit

here. But in the future, please | ook for the
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sign. I'mthe Marine, and he's that dog-face."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: And you know, the
thing that |1've seen in the norning, especially,
for the famly, he'd take that cell phone -- when
we got cell phones. |[|f not, sonmebody at the desk
woul d call himand say "Your famly's on the
phone.” He didn't care if they'd just brought
the food or he was hal fway through it -- it
stopped, and he went to that phone.

And | renmenber when his daughter had
her first baby. He cone in there, you think he'd
won a billion dollars: "lI'ma grandfather." |
said, "We're not doing too bad.”™ Wen the second
came, Holy God. He said, "Now |l ook at nme, |'ve
got two." He said, "Do you realize how proud we
shoul d both be with grandchildren?”

Wat a loving famly. And when his
son would call him he said: "My God, he's going
totell ne something newin the world.” And he
said it with pride.

And he tal ked about the business,
and how hi s daughter took care of the business
and how his famly was on that tract of |and

where he was so proud that you were there.
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But | want to tell you, when the
| eader said, or Libous, or whoever was sitting
there, "W're finished, it's 3:00" -- get out of
his way, he was on his way to Babyl on, boy. He
was |ike the trotters in the races. He was out.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: | said, "Could we
talk a few m nutes?" He said, "Yeah, |I'Il be in
the car. You can call nme, I'lIl be hone in two
hours."

O course when we got cell phones,
Holy God. He said, "lI've got this neeting, |'ve
got this nmeeting, |I've got this neeting -- I'min

and out, and |I'm having dinner at hone."

And he said to ne sonething that
made ne feel very good. He said, "You know,
we're lucky. W served in Wrld War 11. W
coul d have been killed. The good Lord kept us to
enjoy a famly."

He said, "Billy, no matter what we
do, here as a State Senator we do things to make
peopl e happy.” And I can tell you, he didn't
care -- as Kenny said, he didn't care what your
branch was, all he cared was that you thought

enough of himto conme to see himand ask himfor
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his help. And he did, he helped a | ot of people.
Didn't care what the issue was.

But his issue was "We're great
Anmeri cans, and nunber-one priority for ne is ny
famly." | said to himone day, we were Kkidding
about it and | said, "Hey, you know, you keep
saying famly, famly, famly. W've been" --
this was about when he said he was quitting.
said, "We've had breakfast and di nner for
30 years. Don't | get to be part of the fam|y?"
He said, "You' ve just got to growup a little
bit, you Arny brat."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKIN: O J. was a human
being with a big heart. And he was very proud to
be an Anerican. He thought Ronal d Reagan wal ked
on water. He also thought it was a privilege to
be a state legislator. And he said, "You know,
Bill, we all ought to take a step back and
realize we were elected, we weren't coronated.
And we al so should | ook how proud we are to be an
Anerican."

And in the end, O J. went hone to
heaven. Very religious-m nded individual, and

just always thought of sonebody else. And he
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said: "You know, Bill, let's renenber, you can
extend yourself just a little bit and nake
sonebody else's |ife a pleasure. Don't be
ashamed to do it, because there cones a day when
you're going to need that."

To the Johnson famly, God bl ess
hi m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It's kind of
interesting to believe that anyone was the nentor
of Senator Larkin --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO -- that he
brought Senator Larkin into this business and
counsel ed himand the |ike.

Wen | first got in the Senate --
|"ve been here 23 years -- Ownen, it was nentioned
by Dean, Onen was on this working Rules Conmittee
at the end of session. And any Senator on that
conmmittee could X out a bill so it doesn't cone
to the floor. And everybody would -- finally I
found out who was doing it all the time, and that
was Senator Johnson. The bill wasn't

conservative enough.
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So fromthat point on, | tried to
learn how | had to change ny bills so it was
conservative enough for Onen to approve it. It
didn't work too easily, but it worked.

Then | got the pleasure of sitting
next to him Tal k about nentoring sonebody. He
had so nuch advice fromall of his years of
experience. He would bring articles with him
fromvarious publications that | never heard of.
None very m ddl e-of -t he-road, but many, many way
to the right.

And | read them and then | got ny
mnd right as tine went on and was able to get
sonme bills that nade sense to Omen. And they got
on the floor, and we passed them

| have the good fortune of taking
over his position as chair of Finance. And it's
amazing to me -- last week | stood up answering
guestion after question after question, and
foll owup questions. Wen Onen was chairnman, he
woul d give a one-sentence answer and there woul d
never be a foll ow up question.

So |'ve got to figure out how to do
that to shorten the process.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO But Onen was
a man of few words on the floor. And no one got
upset about it, everyone understood his positions
and were able to explain their positions,
different or not.

So a true gentlenman, a true |eader.
And |'m getting nervous because |'m | ooking over
there, it looks Iike Oven's over there sitting in
t hat chair, his brother.

Amazi ng, amazing man. And we're all
going to mss him And hopefully we could attain
t he success that he had over his long, very
successful, very fruitful career.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Mar cel | i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Thank you
M. President.

When | first got here, noved out to
Long Island, O J. was ny representative. He was
the State Senator that represented the
Syosset - Wodbury area. After a while, through
redi stricting and ot her machi nations, he was
noved further east on the Island, and

Senator Marino came in and becane the State
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Senat or that represented our area, and |
ultimately replaced Senator Marino in the Senate.
This state owes O J. a trenendous
vote of thanks. Because one of the things, as
conservative as he was -- and | know peopl e | ook
at conservatives and they | ook at the Republicans
and they say, Well, you people, you' re not the
kind of environnmentalists -- you're not
environnmental i sts. You don't really believe in
protecting the environnment or preserving the
environnment. That's not the case, obviously.
Onen wote the bill that created the
Envi ronnental Protection Fund. That fund -- as
we refer to it, the EPF -- has been used over the
years to fund many, many, nany environmenta
projects -- preserving open space, creating
par ks, preserving water, cleaning up water,
hel pi ng communi ties throughout the State of
New York in various ways. It was one of the
finest pieces of |egislation he had ever done.
And one day he cane up to ne and he
said, "You know," he says, "I need you to do
something for ne." | said "What?" He said
"Keep your mouth shut.™”

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Not easy to
do. He's | aughing because he knows, it's never
easy to do.

| said "Why should | do that now?"
He said, "Because the |eader" -- then Joe
Bruno -- "is going to offer you the chair of the
Environnental Committee, and | don't want you to
screwit up. | want you to get it."

So | kept nmy nmouth shut. And sure
enough, the conmittee was offered to ne. And it
was, by ny way of thinking, a lot of fun to chair
that comm ttee.

And one of the things | really
enj oyed doi ng was building on the EPF, Onen's
baby, creating it, expanding it and addi ng nore
nmoney to it and adding nore categories to it so
that it is what it is today, so that we can use
t hat noney and protect and preserve the
envi ronmnent .

But it's all thanks to OJ. He
created it, he had the foresight and the thought
that this was sonmething very inportant to do, and
he got it done. Everybody in this state, from
one end of it to the other, has benefited fromit

and benefited from his presence.
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So thank you to the famly for
| ending us Onen for all those many years.

And Onen, God bl ess you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, this is nmy 29th year here.
And one of ny nost cherished nmenories of being in
the Legi slature was when nmy own father was
menorialized in the Assenbly a nunber of years
ago. So to the Johnson famly, this will be a
| asting, beautiful menmory for a |long period of
tinme.

And you get to hear the tributes
fromvarious colleagues. | |ook around and | see
all the people on Onen's staff. And, you know,
while I'mlistening carefully to the things that
were said, the people who worked with Onen | oved
him And you know that's a nmeasure of sonebody
as a supervisor, as a |leader, as a boss, when
peopl e cone and they stay and they will kill for
you, they will stand in front of a train for you.

That's what he had. And he had

long-termfriends as well as enployees. |'m
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| ooki ng at Bruce and Rory, |I'mthink of Gordon
and Jay and all the people who served himvery
wel | .

And | think of that in the context
of how much he was a gentl eman, how nuch he
believed in tradition, how nmuch he believed in
pr ot ocol .

In the early part of ny career,
had a chance to go on one of those ALEC tri ps,
and we were standing |like 10 feet from President
Reagan. He was in absolute full glory. He truly
| oved the work that he did with that commttee.

Kenny LaVal |l e woul d know this very
clearly. One of the things that Onen was a
master at was he had a | uncheon the day after
el ection for the Suffol k County nenbers. Wen
got to the Senate, you just understood that it
didn't really matter what you were doing, no
matter how | ate you were up the night before, the
bottomline is you went to Omven's country club
the foll owi ng day and we kind of coal esced and
just tal ked about it.

And you tal k about the ability to be
mentored. As nuch as | may have served here,

learning fromhim watching himand listening to
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him-- as people said, he was a man of few words.

But | just think of a couple of very
si npl e ot her things.

For anyone who did not have a chance
to attend his funeral, it was absolutely
beautiful. The quality of the comments that were
made about himby friends and famly were
unbel i evabl e.

And | didn't know this, but right at

the end -- for those who were there, they wll
appreciate this -- there was |ike a D xiel and
band. | don't even know if |I'mdescribing it the

right way. But the bottomline is, it was very
cool nusic as you were |eaving the funeral, and
that's sonmething he wanted. So | think that was
areflection of him

And in ternms of something Senat or
Marcel lino just said, | would describe Onen as
not only a passionate and ardent
environmental i st, but he was a conservationi st
wel | before it becane popular. | think of himin
the nold of Teddy Roosevelt. You know, he was a
vanguard and protector of the environnent well
bef ore anybody really understood that. Things

i ke the Gak Brush Pl ains Preserve and the things
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that he did locally, you just can't match.

And | want to nmention sonebody who
is not here. But |I think the epitone of not only
being a | eader but a good friend is denonstrated
by Omen's interaction not just with Republicans
but with Denocrats. |In our county we all know
very well our Denocratic County Chairnman Richie
Shaffer. And there was a tine in Richie
Shaffer's career when he was right in the
cross hairs of a lot of different people. Ownen
was a Denocrat -- excuse nme, he was a -- Cod,
can't even believe | just said Onen was a
Denocr at .

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Onen was a
Republ i can, a conservative Republican; Richie
Shaffer was a Denbcrat. But as a true friend,
when everyone el se was wal ki ng out the door, a
true friend not only wal ks in but stays. He
proved his nettle as a coll eague, as sonmeone who
coul d denonstrate canaraderi e.

And just on an purely personal
| evel , because | think we all cone at this from
slightly different angles, |I'mlucky to have

known him | feel blessed. | feel likel'ma
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better person, hopefully, and a better |egislator
because of the things that he hel ped teach all of
us.

And ny deepest condol ences to the
famly. And as everyone said, thank God you were
able to share himwith us for as |Iong as you did.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

A lot of ny coll eagues have spoken
very eloquently about Omen. And it's hard to
descri be the essence of a man, 40 years serving
here, in three or four m nutes.

Sol'dlike to tell you how Onen
affected me. A couple of things I'd like to
share with you

The strength of this Legislature is
the strength of the parts that make the whol e.

So when you have strong |l egislators, this body
beconmes stronger and nore enlightened. That's
what Owen gave to this chanber. He was a giant,
a gentleman's gentleman, |oved by his people.

Now, we can get reel ected over and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

903

over and over again for a variety of reasons.

But to be | oved by your constituency and by your
col | eagues, you know that that individual is very
speci al .

So let ne tell you ny two
experiences | can renmenber about Senator Onen
Johnson. Now I'min the Assenbly. 1In the
Assenbly, normally, no Senators talk to the
Assenbly. |'ma m d-Hudson guy, Omen is out
there in the Island, in Suffolk. So we go on a
convention to San Diego, ALEC, a conservative
t hi nk t ank.

And | didn't know himthat well
|"mon a boat ride with him okay, wi th other
dignitaries that he knew from ALEC. And he was
presented the Ronal d Reagan Award. It was a huge
statue, and | think it could have been the anchor
for the boat if they ever tied string to it.

And after he got that award, we're
over the railing |looking at the water, beauti ful
San Di ego. And what does he tal k about? He
tal ks about how he m sses his famly, how this
job that we do takes us away fromthe famly -- a
sacrifice everyone in this roomknows. The press

never tal ks about it when they denoni ze this
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body, but we know about it. And he felt badly.

Now, he didn't know me that well,

but he was sharing his heart with me. | never
forgot it.

The second instance, | becone a
Senator now. Right? |1'mdown in md-Hudson, al

about taxes and crine, and now |'ve got to go
beconme an upstate Senator, right? And what do
you have to be famliar with? The nmaple syrup
busi ness, bl uestone, water rel eases, fishing
rights. | mean, | had to reincarnate nyself to
be able to talk to the people.

And Onen woul d cone up to ne, and
he'd start tal king about ny issues up in Del aware
County. | said, how can this man fromthe Island
know about ny issues? WlIl, there's a weekly
paper called The Walton Reporter. And Ownen used
to get this delivered to the Island. So he woul d
share and be an educator to ne on these issues.

He was a nman that was very | earned,
and | could go on and on. But he nade ne a
better Senator, and he made this body a better
Legislature. W all loved him

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
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Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,
M. President.

| did not go to any of the ALEC
conventions --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: -- which m ght
not be a shock to anyone on the Republican side.
But to the Johnson famly, ny condol ences.

| woul d be probably viewed as a
progressi ve Denocrat by the Republicans on the
other side of the aisle. And | had the
opportunity for several years during the budget
hearings to sit next to Oanen, day after day after
day after day. And originally, because | cane
much | ater than Onmen, fromafar | actually
t hought -- you know, he was such a | egend and so
hi ghly respected that he m ght indeed have been
haughty and hard to approach. And | couldn't
have been nmore wong. | could not have been nore
wWr ong.

To have been able to sit next to him
day after day after day -- and as nany of you
have said, at |east once a day, to take that

cel | phone and go beneath the desk, when there
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wer e hundreds of peopl e watching our hearing, and
be able to talk to a nmenber of the famly and to
hel p sol ve sonme kind of a problem showed his

| ove, showed his true love to his famly and the
famly's love to him

And after the hearings and after our
| ong conversations -- and | can honestly say that
phi | osophically, we did not agree on anyt hing.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: That | can
recall. But after those hearings, those many
weeks, | would go out, | think Rory is the one
who told me his inclination, and get Onen a
bottle of sherry. And we'd exchange di scussions
about the hearings.

And despite the fact that we never,
ever agreed on anything, | don't renenber ever
having a cross word with him He was actually
extrenely patient with ne and ny points of view,
even though |I knew that he didn't agree with any
of them

But he took his tinme, and we'd then
get into other areas that weren't so
controversial, and | really saw the true warnmnth

of a wonderful, wonderful human being. | am
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proud to say that | was a friend, | was proud to
serve here with him And it takes all different
ki nds of points of viewto get to a resolution.
But | amso blessed to have known Owen and to
have spent that tine with him

And to you, the Johnson famly, you
have | ost a | egend, an icon, soneone we w ||
never replace in this body.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

It's certainly an honor and a
privilege to speak today to my coll eagues and to
the fam |y of Senator Johnson about his |egacy.

And for me, | conme to have known him
froma little bit of a different perspective than
many of mny coll eagues. | obviously did not sit
with himin conference and hear his stories and
have that kind of a relationship. | did not have
the opportunity to neet any of his famly
menbers. And | was not here during the
| egi sl ati ve heyday of his career when he

acconpl i shed so nuch through the | egislative
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process.

My experience with OJ. is alittle
bit different. Sone of us cone to this Senate
chanber under unusual and sonetines extraordi nary
political circunstances back hone in our own
districts, and mne was one of those rather odd
political circunstances and situations. And when
| arrived after that election, | quickly
realized that there were many nmenbers of this
Senate who were very quick to want to see ne
serve and pass on and back into the private
sector, shall we say. Right?

And that's sort of the reality of
the world in which we live, the political realm
in which we live. And many of you |I'm sure have
gone through a simlar experience when you first
had the honor to serve in the State Senate.

And that sort of political dynamc
and those tensions can nake this place a little
bit intimdating to soneone who's brand-new and
came from an unusual background.

But that having been said, it is
people |i ke Onven Johnson who, for nme -- for ne --
represented one very inportant thing. And that

is whenever | would see Onen in the hallways, see
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hi m here in the chanber, have an opportunity to
say hell o, Senator Omaen Johnson al ways said
hello. He always said hello with a smle no
matter who you were. He always had a story or a
joke or sonme little anecdote that would |ighten
things up alittle bit.

And for me, that really speaks to
t he character of who he was. And for ne
personal Iy, Omen Johnson made this place that can
be intimdating at times a little less so. And
for that, | certainly thank himand salute his
service and will renenber himfondly.

And may he rest in peace.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you very
much.

It truly is an honor to be part of
this recognition of Senator Johnson and all that
he has acconplished in his lifetine, and also to
say how much we nmiss him

| cane here fromthe Assenbly, and
think this is my 13th year. But he was so

wel coming and really just such a gentlenan, so
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interested in how!| got here and ny famly and
all of the things that we're so proud of and he
was so proud of with his famly.

And he did have one bill that caused
a problemfor ne in the North Country. And in
talking to him he had a bill that said that
saltwater fishing was free. So if you were going
to fish in saltwater, it was absolutely free. So
nmy fishernen, ny conservation people were calling
me sayi ng how unfair that was, because they have
to pay to fish in the lakes in New York State.

So | tal ked to Senator Johnson, and
| went back to themand | said, "Well, |'ve
tal ked to Senator Johnson, and he said when
New York State starts stocking the ocean, then
he'll think about paying."

(Laughter.)

SENATCR LI TTLE: That's so cl ever,
but also such a smart nan. He truly is m ssed.
And you have to be so proud of himand all he
acconpl i shed.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W extend
our deepest synpathy to the Johnson fanmily here

today. Also, thank you for sharing this
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out standi ng American, this extraordinary public
servant and exceptional human bei ng.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Overwhel m ng response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is adopted and, as so noted, is open
for cosponsorship.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
could I ask the nenbers to please rise, and if we
coul d have a nonent of silence in honor of our
col | eague Senat or Owen Johnson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. | woul d
ask everyone in the chanber to please rise in a
nmonment of silent tribute and nenory to honor
Senat or Owen Johnson.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age rose and
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,

t hank you.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

912

And at this time could we please
take up the reading of the cal endar for today,
the -- oh, I"'msorry, we have one ot her
resol ution.

W have a resolution that was
previ ously adopted, by Senator Amedore.
believe it's Nunmber 472. Could we pl ease have it
read in its entirety and then call on Senat or
Amedor e, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 472, by Senator Anedore,
commendi ng M ke Feurstein for special recognition
as creator and founder of "How to UnMake a
Bully."

"WHEREAS, It is inperative to
saf eguard schools and communities for the
children of the State of New York and, through
the recognition of the serious issues that face
t hem each day, offer our children an environnment
that hol ds prom se and security; and

"WHEREAS, It is the practice of this
Legi slative Body to take note of and publicly

acknow edge i ndividuals of remarkable integrity
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and character whose endeavors have enhanced the
quality of life and education in this great
Enpire State; and

"WHEREAS, An awar d-wi nni ng
filmaker, M ke Feurstein, affectionately known
as M. Mke, is dedicated to giving students a
voi ce in the stand against bullying through film
and anti-bullying education; and

"WHEREAS, Creator and founder of
'How to UnMake a Bully' and partner in the DON T
WAIT to UnMake a Bully program M ke Feurstein
brings nedia into classroons for project-based
enrichment and runs summer video canps for
m ddl e-school students; he has filned in many
area school districts including Ballston Spa
Central School, Saratoga Springs Cty School,
Schenectady Gty School, and nbst recently,
G eater Ansterdam School District; and

"WHEREAS, A fil nmaker from
Schenect ady, New York, M ke Feurstein also serves
as a teacher's aide; his students' work has been
screened t hroughout the world, including the
National Film Festival for Talented youth; and

"WHEREAS, M ke Feurstein's

educational series 'How to UnMake a Bully' earned
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Telly and Sage Col | ege Chanpi on of Character
Awards, as well as endorsenents fromthe Kids
Coalition for Quality Children's Media, The
Anti - Def amati on League, and CBS-6 News, to nanme a
few, and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, the 27-mnute
film'How to UnMake a Bully' was so well-received
it is being utilized by international
organi zati ons as one of the best tools avail able
for anti-bullying instruction; and

"WHEREAS, In its third year, the
DON'T WAIT to Unvake a Bully programis
i npacting students, teachers, adm nistrators and
comuni ties throughout the country; from New York
to Washington State, this vital program has been
instrumental in the stand agai nst bullying
t hrough positive nedia; and

"WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the
i mpressi ve dedi cati on shown by an individual for
the benefit of others which M ke Feurstein has
di spl ayed t hroughout his life; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that when individuals of such
nobl e ai ms and acconplishnents are brought to our

attention, they should be cel ebrated and
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recogni zed by all the citizens of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmend
M ke Feurstein for special recognition as creator
and founder of 'How to UnMake a Bully'; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
M ke Feurstein."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Anedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to introduce to this body
M ke Feurstein, who | believe has nmade such a
huge difference in thousands and t housands of
students, not only just in this state but across
the country, as you heard the Secretary read of
his great acconplishnents, his gifts, his
tal ents.

See, M. Mke could have taken his
talents and went to Hol | ywood, but instead
M. Mke went to the classroomand is using his

talent to inspire, to nmentor, and to teach our
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young children how to unnmake a bully, all the
whil e showi ng them how to use the tools, the
equi pnent of film production to teach thema
t rade.

Wth us today, M. President, up in
the gallery is M. Mke, as he is affectionately
known by nmany thousands across the Capital
District. | have watched his work, |'ve seen it,
it's all over YouTube and it's all over so many
ot her great publications.

An award-wi nning fil mmaker, this
i ndi vi dual earns and deserves all the accol ades
and our great thanks because he is doing such a
great job in the schools across this great state
on a very inportant issue, the bullying issue
t hat we have passed many pieces of |egislation
agai nst in past years.

So to M. Mke and to all of the
students here who represent Ansterdam s Tecler
and McNulty el enmentary schools and so nany
Schenect ady and Bal | ston Spa school s, |
congratul ate you for all of your hard work, your
great achi evenent. And keep up the nessage. W
appreciate it.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

| also rise to pay tribute to
M. Mke and what you're doing on an issue that
is so grave and so concerning to all of us,
bullying. And getting that nmessage out there
that that has to be addressed and is being
addressed, and particularly in our schools.

And incidentally, in the gallery are
a nunmber of ny constituents and schools that are
inny district. And so much is being done in
this area.

And I'Il let you know that this
house is very gravely concerned about the issue
of bullying that goes on in our schools, and we
must put a stop to it. And your fil mraking has
made a huge difference in bringing Iight on this
subj ect, and | applaud you for that.

And again, welcome to our chanber
and | want you to know that this entire
Legi slature is behind your cause.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
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Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

| too would like to recognize and
thank M. M ke for what he has done.

Thi s Legi sl ature has passed
legislation in regard to bullying to try to
prevent and to stop it and to penalize peopl e,
but legislation can only go so far. Wereas you
have gone into the classroomand really showed
our students what bullying does to other students
and how to prevent it.

And sone harm ess remark that can
get nmultiplied over and over and over on the
Internet and Twitter and all of those things does
so nmuch nore than any harm ess remark ever did to
us when we were children.

So | want to congratul ate you and
t hank you for the work you' ve done in Keene
Central School. They truly have appreciated it.
And | know that our children in that school and
el sewhere that you' ve worked with think tw ce
before they engage in bullying.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
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you, Senator Little.

As noted, the resolution was adopted
on February 10, 2015.

W want to wel come M ke Feurstein
and all those who are with himtoday, and we want
to thank you for your work

Thank you for being here.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
coul d we now have the reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
122, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 3012, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast section.

SENATOR SERRANC Lay it aside

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: On page 9, Senator

Amedore noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
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Children and Famlies, Assenbly Bill Number 5803

and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil

Nunber 3520A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 124.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
124, by Menber of the Assenbly Fahy, Assenbly
Print Nunmber 5803, an act to amend the Soci al

Servi ces Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Read t he

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or

Anmedore to explain his vote.
SENATOR ANMEDORE: M. President,
explain ny vote.

When a child is mssing, every

to

second counts. And back in Decenber, in the Town

of Knox, we all read about the tragic tragedy

that a 5-year-old was clained mssing by his
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cousin but in reality was tragically mnurdered.

And the | aw enforcenent agencies did
everything they possibly can to try to work with
CPS, but at the tine, during the investigation,
there was sone unclarity in the current statute
that this bill clarifies and makes it plain and
si nmpl e.

And we need to make sure that we
gi ve | aw enforcenent every possible tool for a
m ssing child case. So | vote in the aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Amedore will be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
believe that is Senator Anedore's first bill to
pass the Senate.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Congr at ul ati ons, Senator Amedore.

The Secretary will continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

132, by Senator Young, Senate Print 1367, an act
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to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
141, by Senator Little, Senate Print 1850A, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
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M. President.

As | continue to point out each and
every year when we attenpt to change snowrpbil e
| aws, the Anerican Association of Pediatricians
advi ses that children bel ow the age of 16 should
not be driving snowrpbil es.

The rate of brain damage and
accidents to children driving snownobil es
continues to grow in this country, whether it's
on private property, on a trail, for a sporting
activity, or just as an activity al one.

| certainly hope parents will think
twice before they allow their children under age
16 to get on these very large, very fast
machi nes.

"1l be voting no, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 141, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Avella, Diaz, Espaillat,
Hoyl man, Krueger, Montgonery, Perkins, Rivera,
and Serrano.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 9.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
142, by Senator Flanagan, Senate Print 2056, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
199, by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 2885,
an act to anmend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.
If this bill excluded the | owest
| evel of sex offenders, which we know are
soneti mes people who don't really fit the
category of predator, | could vote for this bill.

But because, unfortunately, this

bill covers all three levels of sex offender
under the law, | believe that would actually
prevent nmentally ill people and devel opnentally

di sabl ed people, who really have no other place
to go, fromfinding a a suitable setting in our
state system

| "' m hopi ng that before this perhaps
passes the other house, there will be sone kind
of nodification to exclude the |owest-Ievel
of f enders.

"1l be voting no, M. President.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or DeFranci sco to explain his
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vot e.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, to
explain ny vote. W're on 1997

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO That's
correct.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO kay. |
just -- since this deals with prohibiting sex
of fenders fromresiding in community residences,
today is an historic day dealing with sex
of fenders and peopl e who take advant age of wonen.

For the last two years we've been
aski ng, begging the Assenbly to take apart the
ten-poi nt Wonen's agenda and do the bills
separately, and we kept saying please talk to
your Assenbly people, bring themapart, let's get
sonme results rather than inactivity.

And today the Assenbly is schedul ed
to pass the sex trafficking bill. And it's a
very, very good thing for everyone here in the
Senate and the Assenbly, and hopefully they'l|
continue to work on the other good parts of that
t en- poi nt agenda.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

DeFranci sco to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 199, those recorded in the
negati ve are Senators Krueger, Mntgonery,
Perkins and R vera.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
200, by Senator Savino, Senate Print 3667, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
201, by Senator Hassell-Thonpson, Senate Print
3818, an act to anend the Correcti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Read t he
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| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of today's active-list
cal endar.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time could we take up the controversi al
cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
122, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 3012, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you. WII

t he sponsor yield for a question?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Does the
sponsor yield, Senator Seward?

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, certainly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SANDERS: Greetings, sir.

| " ve been thinking about this bill,
and I was nmulling it over and | just have a
guestion. And |I'm hoping that perhaps you can
hel p ne.

SENATOR SEWARD: Sur e.

SENATOR SANDERS: I n WAshi ngt on,
D.C., and other places, people are concerned
about what they consider industry setting policy,
i ndustry deciding to set policy. And I'm
worried, sir, that we inadvertently are doing
sonmething simlar.

Because -- and here's ny question --
woul dn't allowi ng the insurance conpanies to
appoint all nenbers of a board of directors at
t he exclusion of the one-third i ndependent
menbers, wouldn't that cost the board its
objectivity, since everyone will be either from

the industry or hoping to get back into the
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i ndustry?
SENATOR SEWARD: Vel |,
M. President, I'"'mnot sure | follow quite what

the line of the question is there.

But | will say this. | think it is
important that we naintain in the law -- and this
bill doesn't alter that -- a certain required

degree of independent board of directors to
govern an insurance conpany.

In this case we're tal king about
strictly life insurance conpani es, donestic life
i nsurance conpani es who are part of a |arger
hol di ng conpany.

And this bill doesn't change the
terns of the independent nature of the board.
This bill is only directed at how we're goi ng
reach that goal of independent board of
directors.

This legislation is nodel ed after
t he National Association of |Insurance
Comm ssi oners, their nodel that they have
determ ned -- this has been fully vetted. These
are not industry people, these are insurance
conpany regul ators. And they have determ ned

that it is advisable in this day and age to all ow
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t he parent insurance conpany or the mnutual

i nsurance hol di ng conpany and or the parent
publicly held corporation, that board of
directors to fulfill the independent board of
directors requirenments for their New York
subsidiary, as they do in many ot her states.

So | agree that independence is
needed. But this bill only is directed at how
t hat i ndependence is going to be acconpli shed.

It's interesting to note that, you
know, we have, in addition to |life insurance
conpani es, we have property and casualty and
heal th i nsurance conpanies as well. There is no
requirenent at all in the | aw regardi ng those
conpanies, only |ife insurance.

And so this would put our
donestic -- the subsidiaries that exist here in
New York on par with the P& C and heal th insurance
conpani es here in New York

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you.

On the bill, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders on the bill.

SENATOR SANDERS: | thank the

sponsor for those remarks, his answers. And he's
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al so given nme an opportunity for nore | egislation
to make it equal .

New York has to be the Enpire State,
and our standard is often higher than the rest of
the nation. And we should al ways vi ew t hat when
we think of joining into any national standard:
Are we |owering our standard to the nation or
shoul d we encourage the nation to nove up to a
hi gher standard?

| think that inadvertently the
sponsor, who has done a great job on this and
other bills, has perhaps weakened our standard,
and for that reason I'mgoing to vote no, sir.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.
Thank you, M. Sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Seei ng and hearing no other Senator
who wi shes to -- Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. Just to
record ny vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Seei ng
and hearing no other Senator that w shes to be
heard, the debate is closed and the Secretary

will ring the bell.
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SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: | believe a nunber
of menbers are at the various conference
committee neetings, and they can certainly vote
by Rul e 10.

So | would ask that obviously if
you're not at a conference commttee neeting, if
you can get in the chanber. And then what we'll
do is we'll sort out those nenbers who are
sitting on the various conmttees to make sure
that they get their vote in under Rule 10.

Acceptable to --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. W t hout
obj ection, so noted. Rule 10 is incorporated.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Breslin to explain his vote

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,
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M. President. Very quickly.

This law will bring New York State
into conformty with the National Association of
| nsurance Conmi ssioners' nodel act, their
national nodel act. And it will do much to
strengthen and all ow i nsurance conpani es to work
on a nore efficient basis w thout jeopardizing in
any way the integrity of the conpany.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Breslin to be recorded in the affirmative.

The roll has been called, and the
Secretary will tally and announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 122, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Krueger and Sanders.

Absent fromvoting: Senators Parker
and Sanpson.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Li bous, that conpl etes the noncontroversi al

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR LI BOUS: Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO  Can | have
some order in the chanber, please.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Just before we
adjourn, | just want to rem nd nenbers that
conference committees are beginning at 4: 30.

So if you're on a conmttee, | would
guess by now you woul d know which conmittee is
neeting and what time they're going to neet. |I'm
not going to read themall off, there's quite a
few

But just to rem nd you that the
committee neetings are inportant so that we can
nove the budget process ahead and get out of here
before April 1st, and | think that's something we
would all like to do.

So, M. President, there being no
further business before the desk, | would ask
that the Senate adjourn until Tuesday,

March 17th, at 3:00 p. m
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
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notion, the Senate will stand adjourned until

Tuesday, March 17th, at 3:00 p.m

4:33 p.m)

The Senate is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at
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