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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and await the presentation of the Col ors.

(Wher eupon, the Col or Guard entered
t he chanber and presented the Col ors.)

(Wher eupon, the Assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Today
we are joined by Chaplain Colonel Kelly Jon
Moore, @Garrison Chaplain for Fort Drum to give
our invocati on.

(Wher eupon, the Color Guard exited
t he chanber.)

CHAPLAI N MOORE: | invite you to
pray with ne.

Lord God above, Ruler of Heaven and
Earth, thank You for giving us our life and
breath, for the privilege and opportunity to
serve a purpose higher than ourselves.

Thank You for nen and wonen of this
nation who voluntarily and sacrificially serve
our mlitary, who daily strive to keep the

citizens of our nation safe, that we all may
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enjoy the fruit of liberty.

Today, as we recogni ze Fort Drum and
the 10th Mountain Division, | pray for Your hand
of protection particularly upon those currently
depl oyed, and | give thanks that You have pl aced
Fort Drumin this state, that we nmay share the
beauty and benefits of this great state.

But | pray not only for those who
wield the sword but for those who wi eld the pen.
For this body gathered here today, | pray You
grant wi sdom and t he understandi ng of conpl ex
i ssues, know edge to act with fortitude and
conpassi on, and, nost of all, noral courage to do
what is right in Your eyes.

May God bl ess our nation. WMy God
bl ess the State of New York.

I n Your nost holy and precious nane
| pray, anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 17th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, March 16t h,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate

adj our ned.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

At this time I'd |ike to adopt the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol utions 3997, 4060, and 4073.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resol utions 3997, 4060, and
4073, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : The
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Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's a resolution by

Senator Ritchie, Nunber 3997. It is at the desk.

| ask that it be read in its entirety, and could
you please call on Senator Ritchie and
Senat or Skel os before its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3997, by Senator Ritchie,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
proclaim March 18, 2014, as Fort DrumDay in the
State of New York.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to support and pronote the
hi storic and significant achi evenents of
Fort Drumand the United States Arny
10t h Mountai n Division; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drumis the | argest

Arny post in the Northeastern United States, with

19, 605 soldiers and 4,739 civilian workers; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drumis the | argest
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enpl oyer in Northern New York, with an economc
i mpact on the North Country and the State of
New York of $1.6 billion; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drumtraces its roots
to 1907 when the post was known as Canp Hughes,
after New York Governor Charles Hughes, and | ater
as Pine Canp, and was founded in 1951 as
Canmp Drum in honor of Lieutenant General Hugh
A. Drum who conmanded the First Arny during
Wrld War 11, and eventual |y designated as
Fort Drumin 1974; and

"WHEREAS, The 10t h Mount ain
Di vi sion, which earned honor during World War |1
fighting in the mountains of Italy in sonme of the
roughest terrain in the country, and whi ch was
renowned for its expertise in nountain and w nter
warfare, was reactivated at Fort Drumin 1985, as
a rapid depl oynent conbat light infantry unit
di spatched to trouble spots around the gl obe; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drum continues to be
home to the United States Armmy 10t h Munt ain
Division (Light Infantry), which includes the
nost depl oyed conbat brigade in the United States
Arny, with deploynents to Operation Desert Storm
Saudi Arabia; Operation Restore Hope and
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Operation Continue Hope, Sonalia; Operation
Uphol d Denocracy, Haiti; Operation Joint Forge
(Bosni a and Herzegovi na); Operation Joint
Quar di an, Kosovo, as well as hurricane relief
efforts inside the United States; and

"WHEREAS, The 10t h Mountain
Division's three conbat brigades at Fort Drum
have seen nunerous depl oynents to both Iraq and
Af ghani stan in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom in fighting the
nation's ongoi ng war agai nst terror since
Sept enber 11, 2001; and

"WHEREAS, Fort Drum and the 10th
Mount ai n Di vision are conmanded by Maj or Ceneral
St ephen J. Townsend and a dedi cated cadre of
of fi cers whose comm tnent to our nation and our
troops is exenplary; and

"WHEREAS, WMaj or General Townsend and
hi s command headquarters are currently depl oyed
i n Af ghani stan and the 10th Mountain Division is
expected to be anong the last mlitary forces to
| eave that country in 2014; and

"WHEREAS, The 10t h Mount ain
Di vision, throughout its operational history, has

been awarded si x canpai gn streaners, including
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two canpaign streamers in Wrld War Il and four
canpai gn streaners in the War on Terrorism as
well as two unit decorations; and

"WHEREAS, A total of seven soldiers
posted to Fort Drumand its predecessors are
reci pients of the nation's highest mlitary honor
for valor, the Medal of Honor, including two
menbers of the 10th Muntain Division, Pfc. John
D. Magrath, for his actions at Castel d'Ai ano,
Italy, during World War |1, and Sfc. Jared Monti,
who received the nedal posthunmously in 2009, for
his heroismin Kunar Province, Afghanistan, as
part of Operation Enduring Freedom and who is
one of just six Medal of Honor recipients since
2001 and the start of the global war on terror;
and

"WHEREAS, Thousands of New York mnen
and wormen have passed through Fort Drum as
menbers of our Armed Forces, the Arny, Nationa
Guard and Reserves, show ng service, dedication
sacrifice, and commitnent and living up to the
10th Mountain Division notto "Clinb to Gory';
now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative

Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
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Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMarch 18,
2014, as Fort DrumDbDay in the State of New York;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Maj or General Stephen J. Townsend, Conmmandi ng
General of Fort Drum and the 10th Mountain
Di vision."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,
M. President.

We're all honored today to have
General Howard and soldiers fromFort Drum
visiting with us today.

| want to thank Senator Patty
Ritchie for making this day possible, and al so
for her support on a daily basis of the fine nen
and wonen of Fort Drum

The 10th Mountain Division has an
incredibly rich history. Since the first conbat
depl oyment in 1945, the division's soldiers have
def ended our country, fought for freedom around
the world. This division also has a strong

hi story of humanitarian m ssions, not only here
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in the United States but in places |ike Bosnia,
Haiti and Sonali a.

Fort Drumis an outstanding unit
t hat has an enornous inpact on the econony and is
al so a steadfast contributor to our nation's
def ense.

CGeneral Howard, your presence here
is hunbling. It rem nds us how bl essed we are to
be Anericans, to have brave sol diers who dedicate
their lives to protecting our country.

Al'l of us here cannot thank you
enough. To say we appreciate your service is
sinply an understatenment. Your courage, val or
and dedication to this great nation is truly
honorable. And we are so proud of everyone
serving at Fort Drum

To your coll eagues who are overseas
and to those deploying this year, they are and
al ways will be in our thoughts and prayers. W
| ook forward to everyone's safe return hone.

| thank you all for joining us here
t oday.

And, M. President, if you could
recogni ze Senator Ritchie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Thank
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you, Senator Skel os.

Senator Ritchie.

SENATOR RI TCHI E: Thank you,
M. President.

|"m proud to sponsor Fort Drum Day
once again in the New York State Senate and want
to wel cone General Howard and the sol diers and
officers of the 10th Mountain Division here in
t he Senate chamber.

Your presence here reni nds us of the
t housands of nmen and women who vol unteer to serve
and defend our nation as nenbers of our arned
forces. Your presence also reninds us of the
i mportance of Fort Drum not just to our nation's
defense but also to the communities that I
represent in the North Country.

You rem nd us of its inportance as
New York's | argest single-site enployer and the
billions of dollars that Fort Drum pours into our
state and | ocal conmunities.

There is something else | want to
rem nd everyone today, that while General Howard
and these nen and wonen are here today to share
with us Fort Drum Day, their commandi ng gener al

St ephen Townsend, and the entire headquarters
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battalion are currently in Afghanistan, serving
al ongsi de thousands of other soldiers from
Fort Drum

The 10th Mountain Division was

reactivated at Fort Drum on Septenber 11, 1984.
In the days follow ng Septenber 11, 2001,
Fort Drum and officers were the very first sent
overseas in response to the Wrld Trade Center
attack. On Septenber 11, 2014, as we renenber
that horrible day 13 years ago, nenbers of the
10th Mountain Division will be preparing to be
the last troops to return hone.

Many if not all the nen and wonen in
uni formyou see in this roomwere part of that
canpaign to defend America and keep us safe.
Anmong them are nmany native New Yorkers. But from
where | stand, | want to be clear that all the
men and wonen of Fort Drum are New Yorkers. And
the 10th Mountain Division is New York's
10th Mountain Division. And | want to thank all
of you for your service.

| want to thank Ceneral Howard and
CGeneral Townsend for allowing us to cel ebrate
Fort Drum Day and the 10th Muntain Division.

| al so want to acknow edge sone
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guests who are here with us today who advocate on
behal f of Fort Drum And they're here to answer
some of your questions.

For ny col | eagues who haven't had
the opportunity to visit some of the displays
that are out between the doors, it really brings
home the sacrifice of the men and wonen that are
here today and what they have to go through when
t hey' re depl oyed.

So, Senator Skelos, | would like to
t hank you and thank Senator Klein for allow ng us
to celebrate Fort Drum Day and the 10th Mountain
Di vi sion here today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Ritchie.

Senat or Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

Al | egedly, General Howard, there is
a rivalry between the Marine Corps and the Arny.
And of course this is a nere allegation

But we in the Marine Corps recognize
that the 10th Mountain Division is a hard-core

group that has served outstanding in every
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t heater that they have been sent to. And | just
wanted to stand up and congratul ate you guys for

doi ng what you have done, what you are doing, and

what you will do for this country.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Thank

you, Senator Sanders.

Al in favor of adopting the
resol ution please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

And | believe Senator R tchie would
like to open the resolution up for everyone to
cosponsor. And as the policy goes here, if
soneone for whatever reason w shes not to be a
cosponsor, just let the desk know and we woul d
proceed.

M. President, it is an honor for ne
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at this tinme to introduce to ny col |l eagues
CGeneral M chael Howard, who will go to the
rostrum and address the Senate today.

General Howar d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
General .

(Standi ng ovation.)

GENERAL HOWARD: | don't know of
any rivalry between the Arny and the Marine
Cor ps.

(Laughter.)

GENERAL HOWARD: Senat or Skel os,
Senator Kl ein, Senator Stewart-Cousins and
Senator Ritchie, of course, thank you so rmuch for
inviting ne today.

You all know that General Townsend
is in Afghanistan. As his deputy and as the
seni or commander at Fort Drum for the next year,
it's a real pleasure to represent himtoday in
front of you.

So in the spirit of the nanme
Fort Drum Day in New York, | thought 1'd take a
mnute to tell you a little bit about Fort Drums
soldiers, what the division is doing, howit is

that the division and the conmunity, the North
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Country community interact, and maybe talk a word
or two about the drawdown, the drawdown in
resources and potential drawdown in forces.

So let nme start with soldiers. Last
week | visited the Warrior Transition Unit at
Drum Many of you know that this is a very
uni que organi zation that takes care of those
soldiers that require the nost conplex care as
they heal and return either to their unit or back
to their civilian lives.

So | was wal king down the hall, and
soneone cal l ed out "Lieutenant Col onel Howard, is
that you?" Well, the rank's wong, |I'mnot a
i eutenant colonel. But the nane was certainly
right. And | recognized the voice. So | turned
around, and | faced a man that | served with in
2004 at Fort Drumwhen | was a |ieutenant
col onel .

| asked himif he was a patient at
the WIU, and he told ne no, he was a cadre
nmenber, that he was | eadi ng sol di ers.

Uni que about this guy is he's an
anputee. He lost his leg in a horrific mne
strike in 2004. The last tinme | saw himwas | ust

before his fifth operation. | told himthat I
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recalled that day, and he snmiled and told ne he
renmenbered it as well. He renmenbered it because
| think we pronmoted himright around that tine

al so. And he also told nme that he stopped
counting his operations after his 50th operation.

He's an anputee with a nultiyear
recovery that chose to stay on active duty and
continue to serve.

Ladi es and gentlenen, the ranks are
filled with people |ike that, with those kind of
great stories, who have given so much of
t henselves to the nation. And in these wars, if
you give yourself to the nation, you're really
giving yourself to the whole world, because these
are world problens, not Anerican problens. To
nme, their patriotismis overwhel m ng.

Senior |eaders in the Arnmy say al
the tinme that the strength of the nation is the
Arny, and the Strength of the army is its people.
And that's certainly true at Fort Drum where we
have 18, 000 sol diers, nost of whom are veterans
of Iraq or Afghanistan or, in a |lot of cases,
bot h.

Many entered the service well after

t he war had begun, which neans they joined the
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Arny knowing full well that they were signing up
to go to war. Last year we |ost 20 soldiers from
Fort Drumin the war, and we've |ost nore than
300 since the war began. That's not 300 |ives
lost, that's 300 fam lies devastated. Those
nunbers are the dead. The injured nunber in the
t housands. And again, that's not soldiers
injured, that's fam lies injured.

Sonme of the mainstream nedia talk
about the war like it's over. Well, at the
10th Mountain Division, it's not over. The
10t h Mountain was the first division to deploy;
they're there now, they'll be one of the last if
not the last division to | eave Afghani stan.

Si nce the war began, Drum has
depl oyed a brigade-sized organi zation -- that's
roughly a 3, 000- nan-si zed organi zation --
33 tines to Afghanistan and Iraq. Last year we
aver aged about 5,000 sol di ers depl oyed at any one
time, and today we have about 3500 in
Af ghani st an.

Despite the deploynents, despite the
har dshi ps, despite the dangers, soldiers continue
to join the Arny in record nunbers. They

continue to reenlist in record nunbers. dd
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soldiers like ne that don't reenlist anynore
return to Fort Drumvoluntarily -- not because we
have to, but because we want to, because we | ove
the unit and we | ove the community. O the folks
that did reenlist |ast year, half stayed at
Fort Drum

So there's a reason why Fort Drum
soldiers I ove the community, |ove the
North Country. In my view, it's because they are
so uniquely enbedded in the North Country. In ny
28 years of service |I've noved 13 tines and |ived
on nine arny installations. Nowhere were the
installation and the community as intertw ned and
dependent on each other as they are at Fort Drum

So let ne try to lay this out for
you a little nore clearly. Each year at Drum we
publi sh an econom c inpact statenment. Last year
t he positive econom c inpact on the North
Country, on New York State, was $1.4 billion
Since we' ve been keeping these statistics since
1988, the inpact has been over $19 billion.

The inpact is nmeasured in a nunber
of ways. And | won't mention every one of them
because this speech would really be long if |

did. But a couple really denonstrate the
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cooperation that |'m speaking of.

First, and probably the nobst
obvious, is the size of the workforce and the
associ ated payroll on Drum The base enpl oys
18, 000 sol diers and about 4,000 civilians for a
total payroll of $1.1 billion annually. That's
$1.1 billion of groceries and gas and rent and
electricity and firewood and tuition, et cetera.
That's really, really helpful to the
North Country. That's really, really useful to
New Yor k.

And this doesn't even include the
nore than 18,000 fam |y nmenbers, nmany of whom
work in the comunity.

Many Arny installations that |'ve
served on have a hospital. Drum does not. But
we do great w thout one, because the hospitals in
the area -- Samaritan, Carthage, River -- care
for our soldiers and fam |y nenbers.

And in fact, every Saturday | send a
menber of our command group to all of the |oca
hospitals to check on our soldiers and their
famlies. This past Saturday we had ni ne new
not hers and ni ne new babies in one of our |ocal

hospitals. It was Samaritan. And by the way,
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there wasn't a uniformin sight, a mlitary
uni form

It's pretty easy to bond with the
comunity that brings your children into the
worl d and then cares for your new nothers.

And in return, by our count, we
spent $29 mllion | ast year on nedical care and
another $5 mllion on dental care. And that's
really hel pful in the North Country.

Simlarly, the other installations
that |'ve served on have school s on-base. One
that | served on has nine schools on the base.
It's its own school district. And that's nore
t he normthan not.

Drum as you know, has no school s
on-base. But that's okay, we do great without
t hem because our children go to school in the
community. And that's about 8,000 kids, by the
way.

My own children went to Carthage and
I ndi an River, and they had hugely positive
experiences. All three are in college now, and
they all have lifelong friends from New York
Sonme of themare children frommlitary bases

like Drum as you m ght imgine, but many are
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simply New York children that have never seen a
mlitary installation.

It's pretty easy to bond with an
installation that hel ps you educate your kids and
hel ps you rai se your children.

In return, local school districts
received $48 million last year in federal inpact
aid. That's just the school -aged children. W
al so have 3,000 soldiers that go to college in
New York State colleges. And these coll eges
benefited from$1.5 mllion in federal tuition
assi st ance.

So with such a strong bond, such an
i nterwoven set of conmon interests, it's easy to
understand why tal k of reducing resources and
force reductions cause anxiety. And if | could,
"1l just talk to this for just a mnute.

You know that our Arny is reducing
its strength from 560,000 to 490,000 by the end
of FY 2015. And part of that reduction is our
3rd Brigade Conbat Team which will inactivate
when they conme back from Afghani stan later this
year. Now, the loss of the brigade will be
offset in part, but not conpletely, by growh in

other units on the Fort.
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You probably recall that the Arny
| eadership reached out to el ected | eaders at al
| evel s before they decided exactly what to cut.
Recently our senior |eadership announced that the
Arny woul d reduce again, now from 490, 000 down to
bet ween 440, 000 and 450,000. And if the budget
cuts dictated by sequestration return in FY 2016,
the force levels will drop even nore, potentially
as | ow as 420, 000.

Senior |leaders in the mlitary warn
that every Arny installation has the potential to
be inmpacted. As you might imagine, | get lots of
gueries on what this neans for Fort Drum for the
North Country and for New York. And the truth
is, right now!| don't know Nobody does.

What | do know is that the mlitary
is noving towards a lighter, nore agile force
that deploys rapidly. Wll, that's exactly what
the 10th Mountain Division is right now That's
why we were built in the 1980s and what we've
been called repeatedly to do in the |last 12 years
of this war. In that regard, | think we're in
pretty good shape.

| al so know that our senior

| eadership has stated repeatedly that, as they
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did before the decision to cut to 490, that they
want to hear fromelected | eaders again so that
the inmpact on | ocal and state governnments is
fully understood and considered in the

deci si on-maki ng. And based on the | ast
reduction, I'mquite sure that you all fully
intend to make your views known.

One final note worth considering
while I'mtal king about reduced resources. The
Arny has shoul dered a heavy burden for well over
a decade now, affecting many sol diers and many
famlies. W nust, we mnmust naintain our
conmitnent to these soldiers and famli es,
especially famlies of the fallen and those who
are caring for service nenbers that were wounded
i n combat .

| ask that you think about how you
and your del egations can take part in ensuring
that we continue to provide post-conflict care
and support to these folks. Like the soldier
nmentioned earlier in ny remarks, the man who
endured nore than 50 operations, many of our
soldiers and their famlies have years to go
before they' re whol e agai n.

Let ne close by saying that we're
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prof essional s who are afforded a worl d-cl ass
installation called Fort Drum in a world-class
entity called the North Country, in the

wor | d-cl ass State of New York. In return, we

mai ntai n our steady focus on training, on

readi ness and rapid depl oynent to answer the
nation's call whenever it cones. The mission
endures, and you can be sure that we'll be ready.

Thank you so much for inviting ne
here today. |I'mvery proud to be a New York
soldier, and I'mvery proud that March 18, 2014,
is Fort Drum Day in New YorKk.

Clinb to glory.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: General Howard, on
behal f of all the nenbers of the Senate, and
certainly Senator Patty Ritchie, we wel cone,
agai n, you and the nmen and wonen of Fort Drum

And not only do we appreciate what
you do for the econony of this state and for
protection overall, but as Senator Skelos said in
his remarks, fromthe bottom of our hearts we

can't thank you enough, and the nen and wonen,
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for the sacrifices, as you said, of protecting us
wor | dwi de. Because every conflict that we seem
to approach now is a worldw de conflict. And we
have so lucky and so proud to have all of you on
our side.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
bel i eve that Senator Stewart-Cousins has a
resolution at the desk. It is Nunmber 4073.

| ask that it please be read inits
entirety, and | believe the Denocratic Leader
woul d i ke to stand and speak on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4073, by Senator
St ewart - Cousi ns, comendi ng the Marchi ng Cobras
of New York upon the occasion of their
out st andi ng performances during Super Bow Wek
2014.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze the dedication and

commi t ment of our young people who distinguish
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t hensel ves t hrough excell ence in nusica
per f ormance and conpetition; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud
to commend the Marchi ng Cobras of New York upon
t he occasi on of their outstandi ng performances
during Super Bow Wek 2014; these talented
students | ed the Super Bowl Chanpi onship Vince
Lonbardi Trophy in the NFL Experience Parade on
Wednesday, January 29, 2014, in New York City,
and wel comed Super Bowl fans before the game on
Sunday, February 2, 2014, at MetLife Stadium
East Rutherford, New Jersey; and

"WHEREAS, The Marchi ng Cobras of
New York is a marching band that includes a
drum ine, flag team and dance squad, and is
conprised of 70 Westchester and New York City
m ddl e and hi gh school students; the name ' COBRA
stands for Commitnent, Obedi ence, Beli ef,
Respect, and Achi evenent; and

"WHEREAS, Thi s awar d-w nni ng,
har dwor ki ng, and energetic band truly lives up to
its name; the Marching Cobras of New York nenbers

practice five days a week, four hours a day, and
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al so on Saturdays if they are not performng;
some nenbers travel as nmany as two hours each way
to get to practice, and nost of the group's
menbers had no mnusi cal experience prior to
j oi ning; and
"WHEREAS, The Marchi ng Cobras of
New York hel ps at-risk youth from across New York
City's five boroughs and Westchester County beat
negati ve influences by enbracing nusic; and
"WHEREAS, A nonprofit organization
wor ki ng in collaboration with St. Christopher's
School in Dobbs Ferry, New York, the m ssion of
t he Marchi ng Cobras of New York is to enrich the
lives of teens by providing opportunities for
artistic expression and teen devel opnent through
musi ¢, marching, dance, and entertai nnment;
several nenbers of the band are students at
St. Christopher's School; and
"WHEREAS, The Marchi ng Cobras of
New York has distinguished itself in its many
i mpressi ve acconplishnments; successes include
bei ng nanmed 1st Place Grand Chanpions in the 2013
New York City State Chanpionships, taking first
pl ace in both the New York Salute to Israe

Parade and the ' Cakenman Parade' in Brooklyn, and
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bei ng awarded the Pace University DrumLine
Contract; and

"WHEREAS, The shining tal ent of
t hese young nusi ci ans and perforners has been
wi dely recogni zed; the Marching Cobras of
New Yor k have appeared on ' The Joey Reynol ds
Show, ' played the Openi ng Day Perfornmance for
Red Bull Arena in Newark, New Jersey, and were
speci al guest performers at Jazz at Lincoln
Center; they are soon to be featured in the
upcom ng M chael Keaton film'Birdman'; and

"WHEREAS, The tal ent displayed by
t he Marchi ng Cobras of New York is due in great
part to the efforts of Director of Bands Terrel
J. Stowers and his staff: Kevin Young, Shel don
Gones, Panel a Bodl ey, and difford Wsl ey,
skilled and inspirational tutors respected for
their ability to develop potential into
excel | ence; and

"WHEREAS, Achi evenents of this
magni tude are not possible wthout the strong
val ues of teamwork, comm tnent, and dedicati on,
and the outstandi ng nmenbers of the Marching
Cobras of New York City, as well as Coach Terre

J. Stowers and his staff, may take just pride in
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t heir acconplishnments; and

"WHEREAS, Thi s occasion presents an
opportunity for this Legislative Body to wi sh the
Mar chi ng Cobras of New York continued success in
all of its endeavors; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmend the
Mar chi ng Cobras of New York upon the occasion of
t heir outstandi ng performances during Super Bow
Week 2014; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Marchi ng Cobras of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

Certainly after the Fort Drum
recognition, I just wanted to again thank
Senator Ritchie and Senators Skelos and Klein for
inviting our wonderful servicepeople to be here
to be part of the day.

And | guess the second part is about
a drunmline, and the drumine is the Cobras. And

we have in the gallery Shei kur Person and Qui ney
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Jones -- you can stand, gentlenen -- Terrel

Mur phy, Javonte Miullen, Isaiah WIllians. And
sone ladies. Marijah Alicea, Ora Conklin, Elijah
Jones, |saiah Taylor, Da' N qua Jacobs, and
Enmanuel Her edi a.

These are the Cobras.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: As you
heard, they are acconpani ed today by the director
of bands, M. Terrel Stowers, and the assistant
di rector of band and dance choreographer,

Kevin Young. And Naki ma Jones, who's the parent
advocat e.

Now, | think you heard in the
resolution all they've done. This Saturday they
wer e wal ki ng ahead of the elected officials in
the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Tarrytown and
Sl eepy Holl ow, and they're show stoppers every
step of the way.

But it's inmportant to note that,
again, they're at St. Christopher's. And
St. Christopher's is one of the what they cal
Speci al Act schools, 823 schools, where they have
young peopl e who have enotional or behavi oral

probl ens, learning disabilities, et cetera.
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There are a nunber of
St. Christopher's students in this band. The
band is a nunber of 50. They al so have students
fromall over New York City.

And t hey cone together four days a
week for about four hours a day. They take buses
to St. Christopher's canpus, where they work
hard. They do their academ cs, and they practice
their drumm ng, their marching and their dancing.
It is a conmtnent that really underscores what
"COBRA" stands for -- C for commtnent, O for
obedi ence, B for belief, R for respect, and A for
achi evenent .

Many of us watched the Super Bow ,
and we didn't think we had a stake in it because
the Gants weren't playing, we didn't have a
New York team Many of us did actually go to the
Super Bow -- | know Senator G anaris was there,
and he said that he saw the bands. The Cobras
were there, with Rutgers and with Syracuse,
wel com ng people into Super Bow XLVIII, doing
their extraordinary performance and really
bringing great pride to we New Yorkers who knew
that there was soneone in the person of the band

nmenbers there who represented us so well.
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Because you are so young and because
you are so talented, | wanted to nake sure that
you cane to this great chanber to be acknow edged
by the Senate of the State of New York, to |let
you know that your efforts are not unrecogni zed,
and to |l et you be anong people who support and
wi sh the very best for you and who appl aud you
for being nmagnificent on and off every field that
you get a chance to performin.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Congr at ul ati ons, Cobr as.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.
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| believe that a previously adopted
resol ution by Senator O Mara, Nunber 3934, is at
t he desk. Could we have the resolution read in
its entirety and call on Senator O Mara.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3934, by Senator O Mar a,
commenorating the 65th Anniversary of the
foundi ng of Watkins d en International

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that the quality and character
of life in the State of New York has been greatly
enhanced by the presence of certain extraordi nary
recreational facilities; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concerns, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body
is justly proud to comenorate the
65t h Anniversary of the founding of Watkins d en
| nt ernati onal ; and

"WHEREAS, On Cctober 2, 1948,
Watkins Gen International's incredible history
began with its inaugural race, 'The Day They

Stopped the Trains'; this fulfilled founder
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Camer on Argetsinger's dream of bringing
Eur opean-styl e conpetition to the village where
he spent his sumer vacations; and

"WHEREAS, This event was the first
road race in the United States after Wrld War
I, and laid the foundation for one of the
country's premer racing facilities; and

"WHEREAS, For five years, the top
names in American sports car racing visited
The d en, and huge crowds cane out to watch them
race; after using a tenporary track, a new
2.3-mile permanent circuit was built in 1956; the
foll owi ng year, The G en hosted its first
prof essi onal race, a NASCAR event, won by Buck
Baker over Fireball Roberts; and

"WHEREAS, True internationa
conpetition began in 1958, with the running of a
Formul a Libre race; in 1961, the stars of
Formula One were all present for the I naugural
Watkins den U S. Gand Prix, which would becone
a fall tradition at the circuit through 1980;
| nnes Ireland won the inaugural running, wth
great drivers such as Cark, Hll, Stewart,
Lauda, Fittipaldi and Hunt anong the wi nners of

|later Grand Prix; and
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"WHEREAS, | n 1986, NASCAR returned
to Watkins den International with the NASCAR
W nston Cup series, featuring Tim R chnmond' s
triunphant return; and

"WHEREAS, This event, now called the
NASCAR Sprint Cup series, has returned to
The d en on the sanme weekend for the past
22 years, and has featured sonme of the biggest
names in auto racing; this annual conpetition has
grown to becone the | argest weekend sporting
event in New York State; and

"WHEREAS, |In 1997, International
Speedway Cor poration becane sol e owner of the
hi storic road course, purchasing the remaining
i nterests of mmj or benefactor Corning
| ncorporated; this sale conpleted Corning's
m ssion of refurbishing the facility while
revitalizing the Southern Finger Lakes Region;
and

"WHEREAS, Watkins den Internationa
has undergone many changes over the years; the
addition of the Inner Loop has increased the
|l ength of the long course to 3.4 mles and the
short course to 2.45 mles; in 2005, The den

underwent many maj or capital inprovenents; these
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new turns have enhanced conpetition while adding
gqual ity spectator viewi ng for racing fans; and

"WHEREAS, The den cenented its
distinction as North Anerica's fastest road
course when Davy Jones won the pole for the Canel
Continental I X with a fast |ap of 150.334 MPH on
the reconfigured 2.45-mle short course; and

"WHEREAS, Today, this remarkabl e
institution continues to hold many popul ar
events, including The Sahlen's Six Hour | MA
sports car race, the SCCA National Conpetition
t he Cheez-It 355 at The d en NASCAR race in
August, G enora Wne Cellars US Vintage G and
Prix, and the Ferrari Chall enge; and

"WHEREAS, Mre than 150 days of BMW
Porsche, Ferrari, Audi, Mazda and various ot her
club event days fromall over the Eastern
Seaboard are presented each year; and

"WHEREAS, As a worl d-renowned
prem er racing venue, Watkins G en Internationa
brings over $200 million in annual economc
activity to the Southern Finger Lakes region,
i ncluding the creation of thousands of jobs, from
track operation and mai ntenance on-site to

| odgi ng, dining, shopping and entertai nment
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spending by its fans; and

"WHEREAS, The G en's contributions
to its comunity go beyond notorsports; it
proudly hosts the Finger Lakes Beer Festival, as
wel | as the Finger Lakes Wne Festival, now in
its 18th year, which provides a uni que
opportunity for people to enjoy products by
New York wi neries fromevery corner of the State
and

"WHEREAS, Throughout its 65-year
hi story, Watkins G en International has enbodi ed
nore than giant crowds and great speed; the
raci ng conmunity continues to return year after
year to witness its historic nonents and uni que
charms that have made this place one of the
prem er notorsports facilities in the world; and

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and take note of
certain celebrated recreational institutions and
to bring such institutions to the attention of
the people of this state that it strives to
serve; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmenorate

t he 65th Anniversary of the founding of
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Watkins @ en International; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Watkins den International."”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

| rise today in support of this
resolution that was just read honoring
Watkins Gen International for its 65th year in
Schuyl er County, New York, one of the | east
popul ated counties in New York, about
18, 000 peopl e.

The racetrack of Watkins G en
International sits on a hilltop above Watkins
d en, New York, surrounded by farm and,
overl ooki ng the southern end of Seneca Lake,
beauti ful wi ne country all around. It brings
people in fromall over the world.

Wthin a 300-mle radius of Watkins
A en, less than about a five-hour drive,
25 percent of the U S. population resides. In
addi tion, we have markets in Canada that this

racetrack reaches out to and brings people in.
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The economic engine that this track
has delivered over 65 years in Watkins d en has
just truly been amazing. |'ve been going there
my entire life, as a boy with ny father, and
nmeeti ng such great drivers as Jackie Stewart and
Mario Andretti and, in nore recent years,

Dal e Earnhardt, Jr., and Danny Kil patrick, al
the great nanes coming to Watkins d en

And it's not just the NASCAR Spri nt
Cup race, the Cheez-I1t 355, but the Sahlen's
Si x-Hour race at the G en, the nationw de series
Zi ppo 200, and about 150 ot her days of racing for
a variety of sport scar clubs fromup and down
t he Eastern Seaboard of the United States. Al
t hese teanms, these drivers, the crews cone in,
they stay in the area's |odging, hotels, eat in
the restaurants. |It's an amazi ng econom c engi ne
t hat we have.

So we're very proud to honor that
great tradition here today. And | want to
introduce, in the gallery with us today,

M chael Printup, the president of Watkins den
| nternational; Jon Beckman, the vice president of
Watkins @ en International; and Andrew Smth, the

di rector of marketing and pronotions. They are
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here with us today and will be hel pi ng us
celebrate the heritage of Watkins d en throughout
this entire year.

We're | ooking forward to a very
exciting racing season com ng up. The track at
Wat kins G en International, which is owed by
| nt ernati onal Speedway Corporations -- which
i ncl udes nany tracks around the country,

i ncludi ng Daytona that we're nost famliar

with -- they continue to do inpressive capital

i nprovenents to the track's facilities, to the
track itself, year in and year out, to keep it
the prem er road-racing course in the United
States and one of the top premier in all of the
wor | d.

To keep it to those standards is not
an easy task. To keep it up to snuff for the
drivers and teans to want to cone there and race
is a constant job that these gentleman work at
day in and day out.

| thank you for your service to our
community, for the great econom c engine that you
are in the Finger Lakes region. Thank you for
bei ng here today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Thank
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you, Senator O Mara

Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

As chairman of Tourism I'd just
like to add ny congratul ati ons on 65 years of
Watkins G en. That's many, nmany years of racing,
many years of people attending the races, having
a great tine, having the pleasure of watching the
races and being there, many years of good dollars
being spent in the area. And that's so inportant
to all of us.

But we in New York State are proud
to be hosts to Watkins G en. So thank you for
all you've done for it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Little.

Senat or Mar chi one.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you. |
al so rise to speak on the resol ution.

| cone froma NASCAR fam |y, and |
lived the circuit ny entire life, starting at
3 years old, with a father who was a stock car

racer and did the NASCAR circuit his entire life.
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And | just want to thank you, not
fromthe econom c standpoint, but fromthe
famlies of people who go to the races, who nake
it their Friday, Saturday and Sunday events.
Because | tell you how good it is for famlies as
t hey bond together. Were maybe other kids in
their teenage years are out doing their own
thing, race car famlies who enjoy the sport stay
t oget her and enjoy their Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays as a unit.

And it's because of the efforts and
t he econom ¢ engi ne that you have placed in the
ot her race car events. And | have one in nmy own
district, Lebanon Valley. And | just want to
t hank you on behalf of a race car famly for what
you have done in cenmenting our rel ationships as
fam|lies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Marchione.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to stand and join ny

col | eagues, particularly Senator O Mara, who put

this resolution on the fl oor.
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Watkins Gen is a great place. And
| don't know if any of my coll eagues have ever
been there, but it's exciting. You should take
it in. You should go to a race. You should
listen to the roar of the motors and snell the
tires. And it really is exciting.

| nmean, naybe there's sonething
wong with those of us who love it, but |I've got
totell you why we're all so very special. You
know, |'ve been to Phoenix, |'ve been to Dover,
|"ve been to a nunber of tracks. And you know,
they're oval tracks. W have a beautiful raceway
at Watkins Gen. It is a challenge to drivers.
It's not just drivers going in a circle and on a
bank.

| mean, it is a beautiful, beautiful
track. It is a challenge to the pros that are in
NASCAR. And we have it right here in New York

So if you can't nake the big race in

August, there are other races that go on. And |

woul d ask you to call up Senator O Mara, |'m sure
he'll get you there, he'll give you directions.
You'll have to pay for your tickets, because

that's very inportant.

But when you go there, if you' ve
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never been, | guarantee you, even if you wal k

away and say, "Well, I'"'mnot sure," there's
somet hi ng about when they say "Start your
engi nes" and you hear those engi nes rev and you
snmell those tires turn. 1t is one of the nost
exciting sporting events that you'll ever go to.

So I"'mvery proud that you are here
today, gentlemen. [|I'mexcited that this
resolution is before us. And | wi sh you many,
many years of success at Watkins G en.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Libous.

The resol ution has been previously
adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

Senat or Larkin has Resol ution
Nunmber 4060 at the desk. Could we have the title
read, and | believe the colonel would like to be
cal I ed on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
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Resol uti on Nunber 4060, by Senator Larkin, paying
tribute to the nenory of Master Sergeant Juan E
Negron, United States Arny, upon the occasion of
hi s post hunmous desi gnation as recipient of the
Medal of Honor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, it's not every day that an
i ndi vi dual receives the Congressional Medal of
Honor. But Master Sergeant Negron was cited for
action taken on the 26th of April, 1951. Do you
realize how long this has been?

He first was reconmended for the
Di stingui shed Service Cross, which he received.
And five years ago, people starting | ooking
around and saying "Wy didn't he get it?"

Thi s sergeant, when he was found on
April 27th, he was unconscious, and there were
35 Chinese laid out around him He killed them
some of themw th a bayonet.

You know, | | ook around here and |
don't see anybody who renenbers April of 1951.
Not you. But | did. | renenber the battles that
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were going on in that tinme because we were trying
to push out of the Pusan. W were trying to get
ready for the invasion of Seoul. The Marines
were going on the east coast. There was a | ot of
casualties. And a |lot of people got awards, and
alot didn't.

But, you know, today here we have a
New Yor ker, cane from Puerto Rico, settled in the
Bronx. H's daughter is in the Wite House today
with others receiving the Congressional Medal of
Honor .

For those interested, there will be
a reception Friday night in Senator Carlucci's
district in Nanuet, and then on Saturday there
will be a public invitation with the nedal, with
hi s daughter and ot hers, including the comandi ng
general of the National Guard of Puerto Rico.

But, you know, just think for a
mnute. The man died in 1996. H's nmenories were
of what happened. His unit was al nost w ped out.
But it took us, America, till 2014 to recogni ze
his bravery.

The Buccaneers was the | ast Arny
unit to use bayonets. | nean, you look in the

nmovi es and you'll see these old-tine novies with
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bayonets and that. But this was real. This was
this country's battle. And it took us that |ong
to recogni ze an i ndivi dual

The Arny thought he was deserving of
it. The commands of the Third Infantry D vision
surely said it, because they recommended hi m
But tinme passed, and he's passed away. But at
| east his daughter is alive, and she's in the
Wi te House today receiving that award.

And you know, I'ma little
di sappointed there aren't nore in this chanber,
because this man gave everything he had. Had it
not been for him nobst of his battalion, when you
read the fight that went on, his battalion would
have been wi ped out. But he laid there shooting
and throwi ng grenades. And at the |last mnute,
he was out of grenades and he took his bayonet
and he ended the life of sonme of his enem es.

This man did a lot for our country.
The | east we can do is say thank you, thank you,
t hank you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Larkin.

The question is on the resolution.
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Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is adopt ed.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
Senator Larkin did tell he'd |ike to open up the
resolution. And all nmenbers will be put on it.

| f for some reason you choose not to

be put on it, you should address the desk.

Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do

now wi sh to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's a previously
adopt ed resol uti on by Senator Montgonery,
Nunmber 3332. | believe it is at the desk. Could
you please read the title, and Senator Montgonery

woul d wi sh to speak on the resol ution
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3332, by Senator Montgonery,
commendi ng Dr. Esmeral da Si nmons upon the
occasi on of being honored in conjunction with

Wnen's Hi story Month 2014 in the State of

New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, thank
you, M. President. | rise to pay tribute to

anot her one of those great wonmen in New York
State during this nonth as we cel ebrate wonen.
Today | cel ebrate Dr. Esneral da
Si mmons, Esquire, who is the founder and
executive director of the Center for Law and
Soci al Justice in Brooklyn, New York. The center
is a small but very effective community-based
| egal advocacy and research institution that is a
unit of Medgar Evers College of City University
of New York.
Prior to founding the center at
Medgar Evers, Esneral da has al ready had an

acconpl i shed career as the First Deputy
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Comm ssioner for Human Rights for New York State
and as a civil rights attorney for the U S
Depart ment of Education, and al so as a New York
State Assistant Attorney General and a New York
City Assistant Corporation Counsel. She had al so
served as a law clerk to a federal judge.

I n addi tion, she has served on
several major public boards in New York City
government, including the New York City Board of
Educati on and the New York City Districting
Conmi ssion. An activist and a | eader, she has
been involved in the community enpower nent
nmovenent in central Brooklyn and in progressive
political causes for over 35 years.

Dr. Esneralda is an attorney who
specializes in racial justice issues such as
qual ity public education for students of color,
voting rights, and cultural rights. She chooses
to work locally with conmunity organi zati ons
usi ng advocacy comunity education, coalition
bui | di ng and organi zi ng nmet hods, as well as civil
rights and human rights | egal tools.

Dr. Esneralda Simmons is a deeply
spiritual woman who is grounded in African

culture, who finds constant inspiration in the
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vi sion of her ancestors, her belief in piece and
her respect for life and cultural diversity.

Today it is ny pleasure and ny honor
to recognize Dr. Esneral da Simons for the nmany
years of her contribution to her conmunity,
i ncluding to people who | serve in the Borough of
Brooklyn. So | am happy that we are able to
pause today to celebrate the contribution of this
great New York State wonan.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Montgonery.

Are there other nmenbers wishing to
be heard on the resol ution?

Senat or Par ker.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. Chair.

Let ne first begin by thanking
Senat or Montgonery for her | eadership in making
sure that every week that we take sone tine
during Wonen's History Month to actually honor
wonen of the great State of New York, and
particularly fromthe People' s Republic of
Br ookl yn.

And particularly today, as we pause
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in our deliberations to honor the work of
Esneral da Si mons, | absolutely had to rise to
add ny voi ce.

This is soneone who has been a real
chanpion for the people of the State of New York
and particularly of Brooklyn. A lot of the work
t hat she has done -- and you've heard how
extensive her resune is. | think that what you
don't get is her sense of caring about people,
about the dedication, the level of sacrifice that
she has made in her personal life to make sure
that she's hel ped create a world which we're
happy to call our own and raise our children in.

Her dedication in particular, her
work around civil rights has been, you know,
not hi ng |l ess than astoni shing. She is sonmeone
who always is on the right side, as an attorney
al ways ready to offer her legal skills and
experti se.

And in particular, she has been
really, really involved around the issues around
redistricting and naking sure that fair
redi stricting happens in the state and, again,
particularly for the districts in Brooklyn.

And so we want to thank her -- at
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| east | want to thank her, on behalf of the
constituents of the 21st Senatorial District, for
all her work, and encourage her to continue the
wor k that she's been doi ng, because she's really,
really, greatly needed for all of us.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senat or Espaill at.

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise also to speak in support of
this resolution and to say that | net Esneral da
Si mmons back in the early '90s when the Board of
Estimates was done away with in the Gty of
New York and the City Council expanded to the
nunber of seats that they have today in the Cty
of New Yor k.

She was entrusted, along with the
| ate Frank Macchiarola, to head a nonpartisan
i ndependent redistricting commssion that led to
the creation of 52, | believe it was, new seats.
And with that expansion of the Gty Council, we
got the first LGBT nenber of the Gty Counci

fromthat community. W had the first

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1006

Asi an- Arerican elected to the City Council. W
had the first West Indian nmenber, Janmican
menber, for the Cty Council, the first

Domi ni can- Anerican el ected to the Gty Council.

So the work, the groundbreaki ng work
that she did as a nenber of the -- get this,
fell ow Senators -- independent redistricting
comm ssion led to the -- | know that we're going
back a few years and our nenories may betray us,
but the work that she did made the City Council a
nore representative body of the Gty of New York
It left no one out, and | nmean no one out.

And she's a trenmendous advocate for
not only Brooklyn, we share -- the whole city
shares her. And |I'mhappy to be affiliated with
this resolution, M. President.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Espaill at.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonmpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to commend Senator Montgonery
for the continuing work that she does to

recogni ze Wnen of Distinction. And they're not
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necessarily the wonen that will ever be nade
famous within the history books, but who do so
much for the State of New York. And

Dr. Esneralda is certainly one of those people.

As | listened to Senator Espaillat
tal k about her work, | wanted to just stand and
say that | have too have been a trenendous
beneficiary of her work around redistricting.

She canme to Westchester County and hel ped us to
real ly understand the rel ationship between the
census and howto really do that census in a
proper fashion to allow us to get the best
benefit out of redistricting that's possible.

And she did not just confine herself
to Brooklyn, but anywhere that people asked her
to come to educate them about the process, she
was nore than willing to come. And in nbst cases
she cane with no remunerati on what soever

So when we were putting together
ideas in ny first termhere, we were in the
m ddl e of our first redistricting for our seats.
And she was one of the best people that hel ped us
to understand what this process neant froma
| egi sl ative perspective. And while we stil

struggle to nake sure that the redistricting
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happens in a way that is as | east partisan as
possi bl e, we have the benefit of her education,
her know edge, and her commtnent to do the right
thing even if we don't choose to.

So | conmend you, Senat or
Mont gonmery, and | commend Dr. Esneral da Si nmons
for the continued work around social justice
i ssues that she does for the people of the State
of New York.

| thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Hassell-Thonpson.

Senator Smith

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And | rise also to congratul ate ny
col | eague Senator Vel manette Montgonery for
honoring and bringing forth the nane of
Dr. Esneral da Si nmons.

| rise because | want you to get a
full appreciation for the depth of what
Dr. Simmons has done, not just in Brooklyn, not
just in Manhattan, not just in Munt Vernon, but
al so in Queens as well.

The seat that | represent today was
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drawn many years ago because of Dr. Esneral da

Si rmons, where Senator Andrew Jenkins was in that
seat. Senator Alton Wal don, who was the first
African-American elected to Congress, and then
Congressman Fl oyd Fl ake, which was the seat in
whi ch ny col | eague Senat or Addabbo's fat her
actually sat in, she was part of that redraw ng
as wel | .

So you really don't get a ful
understandi ng of the inpact that this young | ady
has had on not only New York State politics, but
across the country. And there are so nany
peopl e, especially this young |ady, who has had
an inmpact on politics in this state that you
woul d never know. You have never heard her nane,
you woul dn't have known who she was. She's a
very short young | ady, unassum ng.

But yet and still, when she would
wal k in a room for those of us who knew her, we
woul d genufl ect, because we recogni zed the power
of her intellect, the power of her pen. Wen she
stood on the floor of any courtroom we knew when
she set forth an argunent, it would be one that
woul d change the course of history.

So, Senator Vel manette Mont gonery,
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et me thank you with a sincere heart, because
what you have done today and the nane that you
brought forward allows us to renenber. Because,
you know, as col |l eagues sonetines we can forget,
we can get w apped up in our nonments and kind of
forget how we got here and why we're here. But |
will tell you, when you bring forth nanmes |ike
Dr. Esneralda Simons, it allows us to hunble
oursel f but remnds us that we are here for a
cause, and a cause that sonebody el se put their
life on the line to nake sure that it happens.

So | thank you, and God bl ess you
for it.

Thank you, M. President, for the
opportunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Smth.

Are there any ot her nmenbers w shing
to be heard on the resol ution?

This resolution was previously
adopted on February 4th.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Could we return to
notions. And | believe Senator Savino has a

nmoti on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Senat or

Savino for a notion.

behal f of
fol |l owi ng
Senate Pri

bill retai

order ed.

behal f of

fol |l owi ng

Senate Pri

its place

order ed.

page 10

SENATCR SAVI NO M. President, on
Senat or Avella, on page 24 | offer the
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 278,
nt Nunmber 6599A, and ask that the said
nits place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : So

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, on
Senator Giffo, on page 13 | offer the
amendnents to Cal endar Nunmber 152,
nt 3149, and ask that said bill retain
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : So

Senat or Li bous.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you, sir.
On behal f of Senator Hannon, on

of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to

Cal endar Nunber 104, Senate Print 6477A, and ask

t hat said

bill retain its place on the Third

Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : So
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or der ed.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time could we take up the reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
194, by Senator Robach, Senate Print 1020, an act
to amend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
253, by Senator Young, Senate Print 2203, an act
to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
256, by Senator Libous, Senate Print 4195, an act
to anend Chapter 455 of the Laws of 2011

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
259, by Senator Ritchie, Senate Print 3968, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.
Senat or Hoyl man recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
268, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 1480, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
272, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 2455, an act
to enact.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Announce the result.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : There
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is no further

M . President

busi ness at the desk.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

There being no further business, |

nove that the Senate adjourn until Wdnesday,

March 19th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Wednesday, March 19th, at 3:00 p. m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 4:28 p.m, the Senate
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