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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads in
a nonment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, February 26, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday,

February 25, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: On page 13, Senator
Per ki ns noves to di scharge, fromthe Commttee on
Heal th, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8611 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6470,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 103.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Substitution ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

At this time could we pl ease adopt
the Resolution Calendar, with the exception of
Resol uti on Nunbers 3514, 3608, 3615 and 3658.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolutions 3514, 3608, 3615,
and 3658, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI: Opposed,
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nay.
(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.
Senat or Li bous.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.
Wul d you call on Senator G anaris,

pl ease, for a notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Squadron, | nove that the foll ow ng bil

be di scharged fromits respective conmttee and
be recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bill 5862.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's a resolution at
t he desk by Senator Klein, Nunmber 3658. | ask
that it be read inits entirety, and could you

pl ease call on Senator Klein before its adoption.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3658, by Senator Klein,
comenorating the 100t h Anniversary of The Manor
Club in Pel ham New York

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi slative Body to recognize that the quality
and character of life in the conmunities across
New York State are reflective of the concerned
and dedicated efforts of those organi zations and
i ndi vi dual s who woul d devote thenselves to the
wel fare of the conmunity and its citizenry; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud
to commenorate the 100th Anniversary of The Manor
Club, to be celebrated at a Centennial Gala on
March 1, 2014, in Pel ham New York; and

"WHEREAS, The Manor Club is a
nonprofit center for cultural, educational and
phil ant hropic events with a proud history of
comunity service to Pel ham New York, and the
surroundi ng areas; and

"WHEREAS, The Manor C ub was
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originally an all-male group incorporated in
1883; after facing declining nenbership and
financial troubles, the all-fenmale nmenbers of the
Tuesday Afternoon Cub were asked if they would
be interested in taking over the club; an
agreenent was nade in 1914, and these very
capabl e wonen set the cornerstone for the
ever-growi ng 300-nmenber cultural venue it is
t oday; and

"WHEREAS, Over the years, The Mnor
Club has raised funds for community outreach
t hrough hol di ng fashi on shows, bridge parties,
dances, concerts, and white el ephant sal es; and

"WHEREAS, The Manor Cl ub Schol arship
Awar ds were established in 1944, hel ping
numer ous Pel ham Menorial H gh School students to
further their education; and

"WHEREAS, The Manor Club is actively
i nvolved in a nunber of charitable programns
including a fall coat drive, fundraisers, and the
Manor Cl ub Shares, a program all ow ng ot her
phi | ant hropi ¢ organi zati ons use of its clubhouse
as a venue for neetings; and

"WHEREAS, The club's youth group

the Do-lts, enlists the services of nenbers
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daughters in 5th to 10th grade to assist with
projects such as the Children's Center Benefit,
the Victorian Christmas Party for children, and
the Mary and The Boys Concert, as well as a
pl anned fundrai ser for the New Rochel |l e Hunane
Soci ety; and

"WHEREAS, One of the greatest assets
of The Manor Club is its professional-Ievel
t heat er productions and concerts, which are open
to the public; these productions have played a
key role in enriching the life and culture of the
overall community; and

"WHEREAS, To cel ebrate The Manor
Club's centenni al anniversary, playwight and
cl ub nmenber Rosenmary Foley is witing a skit
about the club's early history, and director and
actor Paul Romanello will present a nusical
production of the story of the club's 100-year
journey fromthe Silver Age of the Flapper to the
sophi stication of the 21st century; and

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ati ve Body that when organi zati ons of such
nobl e ai ms and acconplishnments are brought to
our attention, they should be cel ebrated and

recogni zed by all the citizens of this great
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Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmenorate
the 100th Anniversary of The Manor C ub, to be
cel ebrated at a Centennial Gala on March 1
2014, in Pel ham New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
The Manor C ub, Pel ham New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,
M. President.

It's certainly ny pleasure to
present this resolution honoring the
100t h anni versary of the Pel ham Manor C ub

| want to acknow edge that we have
with us today in our chanber the club president,
Joan Cornell, as well as distinguished nenbers of
the club with us today. 1| thank you for joining
us today here in our State Capitol.

This is sonething that's very
i mportant in the Pel ham community because this is
certainly a mlestone. This Saturday the Pel ham

Manor Club will celebrate their Centennial Gl a
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and honor the cultural philosophic and
educational contributions that the club has nade
t hrough generati ons.

The Pel ham Manor Club has a rich and
not abl e history, as was outlined previously,
dating back to the early 1870s. Its earliest
menbers included Tom DeWtt and Henry Taft, the
brot her of President Taft.

But | think what really sets this
club apart is that back in the 1870s it was
founded by men. And when it went into financial
hardshi p and potential bankruptcy, the nmen of
Pel ham turned to the wonen to take over the club
back in 1914, and it prospered. And | think it
proves the old adage that our former First Lady
El eanor Roosevelt once said, that "If you want
sonmething said, get a man. But if you want
somet hi ng done, get a worman to do it." So
clearly that's what was acconplished. And this
| ong history of the Pel ham Manor Club is because
of the great work of the great |adies of Pel ham

So | thank you. This is a very
i mportant day in our community of Pelham And |
| ook forward to seeing everyone this Saturday

ni ght at the gal a.
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Thank you all.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor

signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's a resolution by
Senator Peralta, Nunber 3608, at the desk. | ask
that the title be read and then we will open it
up for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3608, by Senator Peralta,
commenorating the 170th Anniversary of the
Domi ni can Republic | ndependence, to be cel ebrated
on February 27, 2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Al in
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favor of adopting the resolution signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: W opened that up,

right, to the nenbership? And as the policy

goes, M. President -- | always |like to repeat it
just so the nmenbers are clear -- all nmenbers will
be put on the resolution. |If for sone reason you

choose not to be put on the resolution, let the
desk know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do
not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: | believe Senator
Kennedy has a resol ution, Nunmber 3615, at the
desk. | ask that the title be read and | believe

t hat Senator Kennedy would then |ike to speak on
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the resolution before its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3615, by Senator Kennedy,
nmour ni ng t he death of business | eader Lunbn Ross,
di stingui shed citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to pay tribute to the
life of Lumbn Ross, who passed away on January 7
2014, at the age of 75.

Lunon dedicated his life to
enhancing the quality of life in his bel oved
homet own of Buffal o, New York. A native of
Buf fal o, Lunbn Ross earned a bachel or's degree
fromBuff State College. He went to work as a
social worker and | ater served as a supervisor
with the New York State Division of Youth before
openi ng the Kensi ngton Experience restaurant on
Kensi ngton Avenue in the early 1990s.

A |l ong-time chanpion of black-owned
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busi nesses, Lunon understood firsthand the val ue
of small businesses in rebuilding Buffal o's East

Si de conmunity and creating job opportunities for
t he nei ghbor hood.

In the 1990s, Lunmon Ross cof ounded
t he Bl ack Chanber of Commerce, serving as its
presi dent and proudly representing the
or gani zati on throughout the business comrunity.
He made sure the Bl ack Chanber of Commerce was
accessible to all and was at the forefront of
teaching the principles of business to nenbers of
the conmmunity.

Additionally, M. Ross was the
chai rman of the MIlions Mre Myvenent's Mnistry
of Trade and Conmer ce.

M. Ross lived his life with dignity
and grace, always denonstrating a deep and
genui ne concern for his fell ow human bei ngs and
inspiring others around himto do the sane.
Polite, pleasant and al ways persistent,

Lunon Ross was devoted to his faith, his famly,
and to his cormunity. Hi s passing | eaves a void
inthe City of Buffalo that can never be fill ed.

On behalf of a grateful comrunity

that is better because of his |ife and his nmany
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contributions, | rise to honor Lunmon Ross, who
was a true pillar in the Gty of Buffalo and in
the State of New York. Qur thoughts and prayers
continue to be with the Ross famly and to al
who nourn him

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's another
resolution, | believe by Senator Parker,
Resol ution Nunber 3514, at the desk. | ask that
the title be read and that Senator Tkaczyk be
all owed to speak on the resolution before its

adopti on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3514, by Senator Parker,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
procl aim March 2014 as Early Intervention Mnth
in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Tkaczyk.

SENATOR TKACZYK: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in support of this
resolution, and I want to thank Senator Parker
for bringing it to the floor. This is a
resol ution that recognizes March as Early
| nterventi on Month

And as the resolution states, the
early years of a child's |ife are critical to
devel opnent. And during their infant and toddler
years, children grow quickly and have nuch to
learn. Some children and famlies face
chal | enges and need extra help. And it's
acknow edged that early help nakes a trenendous
di f f erence.

Sonme children are born with
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devel opnental delays and disabilities. It is
crucial that these children receive i medi ate and
t herapeutic intervention based upon acceptable
norns and proper treatnent upon diagnosis.

The New York State Departnent of
Heal th Bureau of Early Intervention is authorized
to provide early intervention services for nore
than 75,000 infants and toddlers with
devel opnental delays and disabilities, and their
fam lies, throughout the state. Research
reflects that for every dollar we invest in early
intervention, $7 is saved in future costs in
speci al education. W are getting kids ready for
life and ready for school.

However, because of a snafu that
happened in | ast year's budget, we've changed how
early intervention providers are paid. And it's
caused trenendous difficulty to those providers
intheir ability to provide services to this very
vul nerabl e popul ati on.

Early intervention providers are,
frankly, not getting paid tinely and they're
goi ng out of business. Wy do | care? Because
so many of these providers are working in ny

comunities, in ny district, and in rural areas
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where | have providers who are typically

one- person busi nesses, typically wormen working
out of their homes providing this service.

They' re going out of business because they can't
get paid.

We think this is an inportant
service. W need to continue to provide it. And
as we recognize this Early Intervention Program
we al so have to recogni ze that we need a
legislative fix to resolve this problem It's
been brought up in hearings. | introduced
| egislation last COctober. It was discussed a | ot
in the budget heari ng.

|"mwaiting every day for that
| egislative fix to come to the floor.

Pl ease get this legislative fix to
the fl oor so we can continue to provide early
i ntervention services to our very vul nerabl e
New Yor k residents.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Tkaczyk.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: Yes, | too thank

Senat or Parker for introducing this resolution,
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but | particularly thank Senator Tkaczyk for her
comment s.

Because | have worked with many of
the EI, the early intervention providers, and
they are not getting paid. And they do save us
so nuch noney. |It's a |lot cheaper for us to
provi de the intervention services now than the
remedi ation services at a |l ater date.

There are institutions in the county
where | live, Queens County, one in particular, a
| arge hospital for chronically ill children
St. Mary's, that had to discontinue their early
i ntervention service because of the funding or
the |l ack of reinbursenent that they have
recei ved.

This is a critical issue for young
people, and | hope that as we resol ve budget
i ssues that this issue is also resolved by
April 1st.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

At this time could we please nove to
t he noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
103, substituted earlier by Menmber of the
Assenbly dick, Assenbly Print Nunber 8611, an
act to anend Chapter 192 of the Laws of 2011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
124, by Senator Martins, Senate Print 6409, an
act to anend the Local Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.
Senat or Maziarz recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
132, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 1058, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Read

the | ast section.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

424

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
151, by Senator Ball, Senate Print 2801, an act
to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
bill is laid aside.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
since we've done that, we will go to the

controversi al reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : The
Secretary will ring the bell.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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151, by Senator Ball, Senate Print 2801, an act
to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR KRUEGER: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : There
is an explanation request ed.

Senat or Ball.

SENATOR BALL: So this piece of
legislation will allow individuals the
opportunity to register to vote --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Excuse ne,

M. President, I'mhaving a difficult tine
heari ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI: Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: This bill wll allow
t hose the opportunity to register to vote at the
same tinme as they apply for a hunting |icense,
fishing |icense, or a conbination of both.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Excuse ne,

M. President, | can't hear the Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: I f we could just,

the next time the Senator speaks, check the

audio. | had a very hard time. And | know that
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| amgetting older, and | know that the hearing
isn't what it was when | was a spry 30 like
your sel f.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: However, if they
could just check that the next time Senator Bal
gets up. Because | do want to hear the inspiring
debat e between Senator Krueger and Senator Ball.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : So
or der ed.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | f the sponsor
woul d please yield to an inspiring question.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Wl |
t he sponsor yield to questions?

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

In this bill it clarifies that it's
expanding the offices that will be accepting
voter registration with fishing and hunting
licenses to private businesses. Could the
sponsor please explain to me what these
of fices are and where they are and how many there

are?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCR BALL: So | don't know the
exact nunber, but DEC supplies forns to | ocal
busi nesses, you know, throughout the state.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor confirmthat this
woul d i nclude sporting good stores, gun and
archery stores, fishing supply stores, bait and
t ackl e shops?

SENATOR BALL: Yup.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And woul d this
al so include things like Walmart, Dick's Sporting

Goods, other big box stores?
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SENATOR BALL: | f they have those
DEC forns, sure.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
allow me to ask inspiring questions.

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So | believe | already asked if we
knew how nany new | ocations this woul d expand
accepting voter registration through DEC
licensing. Wuld the sponsor be surprised if |
told himit appears to be 1500 additi onal

| ocations, nostly in private stores?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : And
will the sponsor direct the answers to the chair.

Cont i nue.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, |

didn't hear the answer.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Wil
t he sponsor direct the answers to the chair.
SENATOR BALL: Whet her it be 1500
new opportunities to register to vote or whether

it be 2,000 or 3,000, it's allow ng every
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opportunity for citizens to register to vote and
engage in civic discourse and their civic duty.
These are all great opportunities. The nore
peopl e that register to vote would be our goal.
And | would hope it's yours.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wul d t he
up-to- 1500 potential stores have the right to say
“"No, we don't want to do this, we just want to do
the hunting and fishing |licenses, we don't want
to get involved with handling voter
regi stration"?

SENATCOR BALL: So these forns that
are provided, this would actually be part of that
form So, you know, it's up to the individual
who wants the right to vote -- who has the right
to vote to exercise that right to fill out that

form
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| think you're making it a little
nore conplicated than it is. Wich isn't
sur pri si ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Wl |
t he sponsor please direct the answers to the
chair.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, just to clarify ny question.

So right nowl ama store and | have
an arrangenent with DEC that |I'm assum ng |
voluntarily went into, as opposed to being
mandated to accept the paperwork for hunting and
fishing licenses. | believe that's the current
law. |If Senator Ball's bill were to becone | aw,
t hen those |icense docunents woul d al so include
voter registration nmaterial .

So ny question was, would these
private stores have to agree to handl e the voter
regi stration docunents as well as the hunting or
fishing |icense?

SENATOR BALL: So the formright
now, if you go and you're going to get a fishing
or hunting license, what we're saying is that on
that formyou can check a box that you al so want

to register to vote. And it's that sinple.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR BALL: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So if | understand correctly, the
stores, having accepted taking hunting and
fishing |icenses, would have to now al so agree to
handl e voter registration forns or get out of the
busi ness of handling any licenses. It would be
all or nothing; is that correct?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: That is not
correct --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Hol d

on. Can we get Senator Ball's mc on?

SENATOR BALL: -- shutting m ne
of .

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: | certainly
didn't.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Ball, if you continue, your mc is on.

SENATOR BALL: Ckay. No, that's
not the purpose of the bill. This is to sinply
allow on the formfor fishing and hunting
licenses for you to check off and say that you'd
also like to register to vote.

So this doesn't create an undue
burden upon busi nesses in any way. W're just
allowing, at the tine of registration, for a
fishing or a hunting |icense or a conbi nation
thereof to al so exercise your right as a citizen
to register to vote. It's that sinple.

This is not conplicated. And it's
sinply all ow ng peopl e another opportunity to
register to vote, which I think everybody can
agree is a good thing and is not dissimlar to
efforts instituted by President Bill dinton in
1993 as part of the National Voter Registration
Act, the Mdtor Voter Act that we all know about.

So pretty sinple stuff.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, | |ove hel ping people register to
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vote. That's not the reason for ny questions on
this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So again, if this
bill becane law, if you were a private store that
was handling the |icenses for hunting and
fishing, you nmust al so handle the voter
regi stration docunents, as | read the bill.

The | aw exi sting says that you are
supposed to help people with their voter
registration if they have any questions or
confusion. So under this bill, would we be

requiring private stores to assist people with

the filling out of their voter registration
fornms?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: So all this does is
ri ght now these sane busi nesses, entities, have

these license forns. Al this is doing is
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changing that |icense formso you can al so
register to vote. That's what this does.

And | understand that it's suggested
that we all support allowi ng for greater voter
registration, and that's what this does. And |
hope that there isn't a concern that hunters and
fi shernmen and sportsmen would be registering to
vote. | hope that that's not the basis of any

concern here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, that's not ny concern at all. [|I'm

perfectly delighted to have sportsnen register --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Does

t he sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, | haven't
gotten to the question yet. I'msorry, | was
just clarifying that no, I am not opposed to
hunters or fishermen voting. | think everybody

shoul d regi ster to vote.

My questions are nore in the path of
the new responsibilities being applied, perhaps
for the first time in state law, to private

entities to handle voter registration. And the
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fact that we do have a precedent in | aw of things
you nust do if you're handling voter

regi stration, including assist people in the
process.

The next question, if the sponsor
will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Wl |
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

WI |l the store understand the
responsibilities -- and how will we make sure
they do -- to in a tinely fashion nove the voter
regi stration applications to the correct
| ocation?

Because there's a time I[imt of how
| ong you have to nove a voter registration form
to the Board of Election. WII that all be --
it's not clear it's in the law. But wll that
all be laid out and ensure that private
conpani es, perhaps up to 1500 sites, wll

understand there's new protocols that may require
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training to nake sure they neet the obligations
under our Election Law to assist people with
their voter registration and ensure the proper
transfer of the papers in a tinely manner to the

Board of El ection?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: One of ny greatest
attributes, | believe, is that |I'mnot an

attorney. And this conversation rem nds ne of
why | didn't becone an attorney.

This is very sinple. These fornms
ri ght now, these businesses right now all ow nen
and wormren to register for a fishing or hunting
license. W are going to change that application
SO0 you can also register to vote. Those forns
then go to the DEC. And the DEC, according to
Subdi vision 7, states "The conpleted application
fornms received by the DEC are then transmtted by
such departnment to the appropriate Board of
El ections.”

So it's the DEC, in coordination
with the State Board of Elections. And then
Subdi vision 9 states: "The Board of El ections

processes the application and sends appropriate
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notice of approval or rejection.”

So there seens to be a clear
m sunder standing and trying to create a debate
where there is no debate. The State Board of
Elections will do their job. The DEC will
process and do their job. And there will be
forns at these entities, as there are now. The
only difference is that the forms will also allow
sonmebody the right to register to vote.

The very concept of trying to create
the illusion that this somehow ensnares these
entities into a role of the State Board of
El ections is not only spurious, it's absolutely
incorrect and, in ny opinion, is being portrayed
here today for no other reason than to throw an
illusion and to thwart efforts to allow sportsnen
the right to register to vote. And that's what's
real |y happeni ng today.

So unl ess there's a deeper question,
| think it's time nowto let this debate rest.

Unl ess there's a deeper question there.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't think anything spurious is
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happening. | didn't go to | aw school either, but
| have figured out we're in the business of
maki ng | aws, meki ng sure people can follow the

| aws, and we need to understand the | aws we pass.

Par agraph 8 of the Senator's bil
affirns that "D sclosure of voter registration
information by the DEC, its agent or enpl oyees
for other than voter registration purposes shal
be deemed an unwarranted invasi on of personal
privacy under the Public Oficers Law. "

Can the Public Oficers Law apply to
enpl oyees of private businesses in this nmanner?
Because in fact in this bill we would be applying
those requirenments to private conpany enpl oyees.
And there's a whole chain of conmand -- excuse
me, chain of custody issue in privacy rights with
voter registration.

So the Senator does seemto
recogni ze that in paragraph 8 of his bill. But
just don't know whether it actually does apply to
private businesses and private enpl oyees of
private businesses, so |'mnot sure our |aws
woul d jibe would each ot her.

Can the Senator answer that, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Does
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t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BALL: Subdi vi sion 8
specifically applies to enpl oyees and t he DEC,
and it prohibits the disclosure of voter
registration information for any other purpose

than voter registration by DEC or its enpl oyees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Yes, | understand that part. But
the Public Officers Law, | don't know if that
applies to a Walmart clerk. But this |aw appears
that it would require it of the Walmart clerk, so

I"mtrying to get a clarification. Have we
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figured out whether the standards and | aws t hat
apply under the Public Oficers Law woul d apply
now, if this becanme |law, to all enpl oyees who
m ght be handling voter registration in any one
of these 1500 stores?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: kay, so to say this
once again on this point. Subdivision 8
specifically applies to the DEC or its enpl oyees.
It prohibits the disclosure of voter registration
information for any other purpose than voter
registration by the DEC and its enpl oyees.

Wal mart is not listed in there,
Dick's Sporting Goods is not listed in there, ny
uncl e's Shot Shop in Dutchess County is not

listed there. It's the DEC or its enpl oyees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President. |If the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Yes,
t he sponsor yi el ds.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the sponsor
and | have both agreed we are big supporters of
expanded voter registration. If |I'ma customner
at any of these stores but | don't wish a
hunting/fishing license but | would like to
register to vote, will his bill require they
assist me to register to vote even if |I'm not
| ooki ng for the hunting or fishing |Iicense?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: These separate
guestions you are reading and trying to create a
probl em where there is none. This is a piece of
| egislation that will allow those individuals who
are registering to get a fishing or hunting
license or a conbination to also register to
vote. That's specifically what it does. |It's
sinply what it does. And it will sinply allow
nore people the right to register to vote and to
engage in the civic process.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or

Krueger.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President, if
t he sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the sponsor
has argued he wants to make sure that people who
are registering for hunting and fishing |icenses
to be able to register to vote at the same tine.
| have told himl agree, everybody who's a hunter
or fisherman shoul d be encouraged and supported
to register to vote.

| don't understand why all the other
clients of these 1500 stores shoul dn't have equal
rights to take advantage of the right to register
to vote at these locations. |s the sponsor
actual |y opposed to non-hunters-and-fishernen
being able to register to vote?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: So | guess by that
suggestion we could say that the Mditor Voter Act
of 1993, that those people that did not have a
driver's license or do not go to the Motor
Vehicles, that in some way that we tried to

i nfringe upon their rights.
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So that's not -- that's not the
intent in any way. And | can continue to repeat
nmyself, but I"mnot going to. | think ny

previ ous points stand.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, | will speak on the bill because

nmy col |l eague doesn't wi sh to answer nore
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Senat or
Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| want people to be able to register
to vote. | want themto get help where they
register to vote when they need it; it can be
confusing. | would Iike nore access to voter
registration. | think that's a good thing for
every citizen of the state to be able to easily
regi ster to vote

| am fundanmental ly concerned with
our mandating this activity onto private
busi nesses without requiring training or even
specific criteria of making sure they understand

what new | egal obligations they woul d be taking
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on upon thenselves if they handl ed voter
regi stration

| in fact don't know, if we were to
ask any of these 1500 stores if they want to be
responsi ble for the voter registration of the
citizens of New York, whether they would say
"Yes, | want to do that."

| still don't have an answer that |
understand to the question of if I'"'ma store that
currently handl es DEC |icenses, can | say "No,
thank you, | think it's a step too far to handl e
the voter registration"? So why would | actually
have to give up ny right to handl e hunting and
fish license because | don't want to take on the
responsi bility, under Public Oficers Law, and
the liability of handling voter registration?

| am concerned that an uni ntended
consequence of this bill could be hundreds of
stores saying "No, we're not in the voter
regi stration business, | guess we just won't be
able to do hunting and fishing licenses." |
don't think that is the sponsor's intent, but |
think that is open to debate as to whet her that
woul d happen.

| also feel fundanentally that if
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you're going to agree to take on the

responsi bility of voter registration, you
shoul dn't be able to say no to sonmeone because
they don't wish a hunting and fishing |license.

Ri ght now ot her places where voter
registration forns are attached to ot her kinds of
applications for other activities -- and it's
absolutely true, there's lots of nodels |ike
that. |If you apply for social services, if you
go to DW, if you go online with DW. But
there's nothing that says unless you are going to
al so do this you can't voter register.

And so |'mvery concerned that
there's not a clarification that if I'mjust the
nmom going to Walmart to buy my groceries, that |
m ght not have the right to register to vote in
this store, even though other people have the
ri ght because they choose to get a hunting/
fishing |icense -- which has a cost, as |
believe. They're not free.

So | amvery concerned that we would
be setting up a two-tiered nodel not discouraging
hunting/fishing |licenses fromthose people from
voting -- excuse ne, not trying to discourage

peopl e who hunt and fish fromregistering to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

446

vote, but rather putting up a new wall preventing
peopl e who don't hunt and fish frombeing able to
register to vote at the sanme |locations as their
nei ghbors.

So | have many concerns about this
bill that have not been answered today. | don't
think this is something we should be rushing
through. | think we should be having di scussions
with the stores, in particular, because they're
t he ones being handed all this new
responsibility, and | haven't heard from any of
themthey're rushing to take on this
responsi bility.

| know that DEC is in the process of
conmput erizing many of their licenses, | believe
i ncludi ng hunting/fishing. | don't know what the
i mpact would be on that programif we were to
open up paper registration in 1500
nongover nnental facilities.

|"mactually not convinced that this
bill wouldn't have the reverse outconme of what |
bel i eve the sponsor and | both want: nore
ability to register to vote in nore locations in
an easier, fair way throughout the state.

| urge ny coll eagues to vote no.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wul d t he
sponsor yield for a few questions, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes. How are you?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mcurious if the sponsor thinks
that hunters and fishernmen in particul ar have
been di senfranchised in this state as a group, as

opposed to other residents or the state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: So 1993, that
ultraconservative Bill dinton passed the Mdtor

Vot er Act allow ng nore people to engage in the
process. This sinply follows up on that. And we

have 700, 000 fol ks, sportsmen, fishing |licenses,
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hunting licenses, and we want to provide themthe
opportunity to also register to vote simlar to
what was done at the federal level in 1993 by
President Cinton. So that's what we're doing
here.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wul d t he
sponsor continue to yield, M. President.

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | think there's
a distinction between the Mtor Voter Law, which
applied to mllions of people and dealt with
peopl e applying for driver's |icenses, or even
non-driver |Ds, which covers mllions and
mllions of people throughout this state, and
what mi ght be called a niche group in terns of
hunters and fishernen -- that's not ny term
that's GCitizens Union's term And |'m curious
why t he sponsor is focused on hunters and
fi shernmen only anmong the many peopl e that
interact with state agencies that m ght benefit
fromthe ability to register to vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .
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SENATOR BALL: So what | think
shoul d happen is sone of the nmenbers that have
concerns on the piece of |egislation but suggest
that they al so support enhanced voter
regi stration, they should join ne, cosponsor the
bill, and let's expand the categories in the
future. | don't see any problemw th having
input into this to even expand the efforts.

But this is a very specific piece of
| egi slation. W have people that are currently
filling out hunting and fishing |icenses, and
it's an easy way, a quick way to all ow those sane
people the right to register to vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wul d t he
sponsor yield, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor yields, Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | think the
sponsor pointed out correctly this is a very
specific piece of legislation and it applies to a
very specific group of people. And I'Il ask ny
original question again. |Is it his position that

t he uni verse of people addressed in this
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legislation is particularly disenfranchi sed, as
opposed to people who don't fall within that
cat egory?

SENATCOR BALL: | answered that
guestion previously.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wul d t he
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s, the sponsor vyields.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Does the sponsor
agree with G tizens Union, which in their meno on
this very bill said that "To ensure that |aws are
actual ly enacted renoving barriers to voter
registration, it will require that Denocrats and
Republ i cans put aside efforts to gain el ectoral
advant age and i nstead agree to comnbi ne proposals
or pass multiple bills that enable New Yorkers to
nore easily register regardl ess of which party
they are nore likely to vote for"?

And | think the point Ctizens Union
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is trying to make is that arguably the intent of
this legislation is to get people who are nore
likely to skew towards a certain politica
persuasion nore ability to register to vote. And
why woul d we not do sonething, such as a bil

that | have proposed, which is open up all state
agencies and all interactions with state agencies
to the sanme benefit, as opposed to picking just
one category of people?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: And | appl aud t hose
efforts and wi sh you the best of luck with that
pi ece of legislation, but that's not the piece of
| egi sl ati on before us today.

The one before us today is a sinple
pi ece of |egislation, and sportsmen are not
Denocrat, Republican, independent, vegetari an,
vegan. They're sportsnen. That there's no way
to figure out how they' re going to vote or what
their inclination is, and that's not what this
| egi slation is about.

This | egislation says that out of
t he 700, 000 peopl e that have fishing |licenses and

hunting licenses, that we also offer themthe
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opportunity to register at the same tine to vote.
It does not put an undue burden on the

busi nesses. The process is in place, and the
coordi nation is between DEC and the State Board
of Elections. And it's clear.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On the bill,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anaris on the bill.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | think the
sponsor's | ast point was well-taken. There are
in fact people who are hunters and fishernmen who
fall under any political persuasion.

And in fact when we dealt with an
i nportant piece of legislation |ast year that
regul ated firearns, we did have bipartisan
support. And I want to thank Senator Skel os and
t he Republicans for allowing us to vote on the
SAFE Act | ast year, because it was in fact an
i mportant acconplishnent for our state.

But nonet hel ess, | agree with
Citizens Union's point, which is if we're going

to open up pathways to voter registration, which
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| whol eheartedly support and have for nmy entire
career, it's inportant that we do so in a uniform
fashion so that not only people who are
interacting with one particul ar agency get this
benefit, but people that interact with all the
state agencies get this benefit, whether they're
seeking a hunting |icense or housing assistance
or social services or any of a variety of
opportunities that the state provides.

And so for that reason, | will vote
no on this legislation, as | have in the past,
but will continue working with the sponsor to
br oaden t he approach.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: So would -- is it
true at this point in tine that those
registering --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
poi nt of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Poi nt
of order, Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | s Senator Ball
speaking on the bill? O | don't know what

status he has right now.
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SENATOR BALL: Do you yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
Senator G anaris yield for a question?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : He
yi el ds.

Senat or Ball.

SENATOR BALL: | promise this won't
be as heated as Sean Hannity's show.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR BALL: So is it true that
right now those registering for social services
are offered the opportunity to register to vote?

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"msorry, |
couldn't hear the question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Ball, will you please repeat the question.

SENATCOR BALL: Those fol ks who are
regi stering for social services, are they
af forded the opportunity to register to vote?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
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believe in certain instances they are, yes.

SENATOR BALL: And does the speaker
support those efforts?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anaris, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: Does the Senator
support those efforts?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
my point of viewis that anyone that interacts
with a state agency shoul d have the opportunity
to register to vote, whether it's opportunities
that are already afforded or opportunities that
we' re proposing.

And | don't think -- let nme answer
t he question, please, Senator Ball. | believe
that we shouldn't try and bal ance the pl ayi ng
field or level things out by picking one -- what
is called by Ctizens Union a niche group, as
opposed to anot her that m ght be viewed by others

as anot her ni che group.
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Let's just open it to everyone at
every state agency and nake sure that all people
inthis state -- upstate, downstate, suburban,
Republ i can, Denocrat and everything in between --
has the same opportunity to register to vote,
whi ch is what the goal should be.

SENATOR BALL: well, if --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : And
|"d just ask the Senators to address all their
guestions and conments to the chair.

Senat or Ball.

SENATOR BALL: W1l the speaker
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he speaker yield?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: So to the extent

t hat you support everybody interacting with a

state agency to register to vote, | just have one
final question. |Is the DEC a state agency?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | woul d think
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t he sponsor woul d know the answer to that, since
he's a state legislator. But yes, the DECis a
state agency.

And if | can continue speaking on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
G anaris on the bill.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | think what's
clear is that DEC is one state agency, one of
dozens of state agencies. And why would we
single out a particular one in which to incur
this benefit, as opposed to broadening it to
apply to all state agencies with which people
interact?

And for the reasons | indicated,

"1l be voting no at this tine, even though | do
support the goal of greater voter registration.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Sanders on the bill.

SENATOR SANDERS: "' mgoing to take

up ny colleague's offer later to work with himon
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it. | do have some concerns on the bill itself.
It strikes ne as an unfunded nmandate on busi ness
that we should really watch doing.

And | personally favor registration
upon demand. | favor sanme-day registration
where, if a person conmes and if they're an
American citizen 364 days out of the year, on the
365t h day they should be able to register and
vot e.

So | think that | like the direction
that the sponsor is going. | think that we need
to go even further. So | have every intention of
working with him and perhaps we can figure a way
that we can wite it in a way that it is not an
unfunded nmandat e on busi ness.

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you. |If
t he sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

459

sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very
much.

And | want to thank ny col |l eagues
for the debate here. This is -- |I've really got
totell you, ny initial instinct was exactly what
| think many of ours are, which are let's expand
the ability to register to vote and participate
in the process. And thank goodness finally on
the Senate floor we have that opportunity after
so many bills that do that have not nade it here
and not allowed this kind of conversation.

This is alittle bit of a strange
one, though, and the debate has shown that, what
|'ve heard of the debate. As an inveterate
munbl er, | al so appreciate the extent to which
this debate has been followed up through nunbl es.
And so forgive ne if the sponsor has answered any
of these questions before.

But | just want to really fully
under st and, because | think the sponsor nmay have
said sonething that is different than ny
understanding of the bill when | supported it in

t he past.
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The sponsor's view is that you
shoul d not be allowed to register to vote at a
DEC- approved hunting/fishing |license |ocation

unl ess you are also getting a |license?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: Vel l, | think back
to the m sconception by -- back to sone of the

previ ous m sconceptions, this does not turn the
business in any way into an extended arm of the
State Board of Elections. The DEC will
coordi nate specifically with the State Board of
El ections, and they will both contenporaneously
do their duties.

So all we're saying is right now if
you apply for a fishing license, you apply for a
hunting license or a conbination, that on that
formyou will also have the opportunity to
regi ster to vote

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
will yield.

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Squadr on.
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SENATOR SQUADRON: And | know
there's a prohibition on using props on the
Senate floor, so | will not take out of ny wall et
my fishing Iicense. But | do have one in ny
wal | et because on ny birthday I took ny son to go
fishing for the first time, in Brooklyn. Went
down to Sheepshead Bay and got a little fishing
rod and had a fishing license. | got a fishing
license; ny wife did not. And we are both
registered to vote, | know you'll be pleased to
hear .

But under this bill, if neither of
us were registered to vote, if we were new
citizens who had cone to this country and j ust
gotten our citizenship, taking our son to fish
for the first time in the nei ghborhood -- we
caught nothing, as |'msure you can imgine -- |
woul d be a registered voter at this point but ny
wi fe woul dn't have had the same opportunity to
register to vote at that point that | got the
fishing |icense.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: There are probably a

nmyriad of different exanples searching for a
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probl em that doesn't exist. |If you get a fishing
license or a hunting license, under this

| egislation you will also be afforded the
opportunity to register to vote. As we know,
there are nmany other ways that -- nost people
probably in this chanber registered to vote and
didn't do so through a hunting and fishing
license. So there are many ot her ways.

In fact, just in the floor debate we
just heard that those that are registering for
soci al services are not only afforded the
opportunity but guided to register to vote.
That's a different state agency.

This is the DEC. It will expand
upon previous work, including the 1993
| egi sl ation and previous work in other chanbers.
That's all it does. It continues to allow those
who want the right to vote to register and vote,
as other agencies do in this great state. That's
it.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: And |'m gl ad you
brought up the ability to register when you apply
for certain social services. Ws that nodel the
one that was used in drafting this bill? 1In that
case, as in this bill, is there a-- is it on the
same forn? |Is there the prohibition, as there is
on this bill, in repeating information? |I|s that
how it works when you apply for social services?
Is that how this bill was fornmul ated?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: This is based on the
DW nodel .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Just a
clarification of the question | asked. So if the
sponsor would continue to yield to clarify.

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: This nodel is
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not based on the nodel of what happens when you
apply for social services.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : 11
just rem nd the Senators to address all their
comments through the chair.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thr ough you,
M. President. Forgive ne.

This is not based on the nodel of
what happens when you apply for social services,
just to clarify?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: That fact canme out
in this debate. This is very specific
| egi sl ation, so .

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR BALL: Yeah.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: W do have a
certain way in which you are offered a voter
registration form | believe, when you apply for

soci al services that exists in the state. Wy
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not match this with the way that we ask people
appl ying for social services to register? And
why not align those two things so that they're
i denti cal ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: You know, if you
| ook at the sections where it tal ks about the DEC
and the State Board of Elections, they wll
still, within their confines and within their
regul ations, do their job. And this will be
executed to the same | evel of excellency of any
ot her program so .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield. Again, to clarify,
because --

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SQUADRON: | know there's a
relationship with the DW that is the affirmtive
rel ati onship that was bei ng consi dered here,

President Cinton's Mtor Voter.
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W' ve al so had sone talk, and in
fact the sponsor raised before | did the issue of
applying to register to vote when you apply for
social services. And I'mreally curious here
whet her we should align this registration with
that registration that already exists that's one
of the sponsor's exanples of why this is
i mportant.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: | just feel you're
trying to draw a connection. So if you want to
just state your point, flesh it out, and if you
want rmy opi nion on that.

But you're searching for a windmll
in these conversations. There really isn't a
debate to be had here. | nmean, this is sinply
allowing for greater voter registration.

It's not an unfunded nmandate in any
way. These busi nesses are already doing this.
They're going to work with the DEC, the DEC is
going to work with the State Board of El ections.
And this will allow people the opportunity to
exercise their right to vote.

If the fact is that sone in this
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chanmber do not want to allow hunters, fishernen
and sportsnen in this state to have greater
access and to have the right to vote, just be
honest about that, state that on the floor, vote
no on the bill and collect a check.

But to try to create a fal se debate
and to try to create a thousand different
windmlls of problens to hide the fact that maybe
at the end of the day you just don't want
sportsmen to have the right to register to vote
when they get their hunting and fishing |icense,
just be honest about it. No need to be

di si ngenuous and just spend 45 m nutes creating

false illusions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Well, | don't

think I was asked to yield to a question there,
but there seenmed to be a question about ny
notives contained, so | will yield to the
guestion and respond to it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Squadron on the bill.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

| think it's pretty clear to the
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sponsor, or it should be, what we're trying to do
here. | actually amreally concerned about
openi ng up access to register to vote. This is
the first bill that | recall that 1've seen that
actually does that on the floor of this house,

t hough there are dozens, literally, that would
open up access to register to vote in a whole |ot
of ways.

As | nmentioned to the sponsor, | am
certainly not a serious fisherman by any stretch
of the imgination, but I do hold a fishing
license. And | do hold my right to vote and ny
voter registration dear, sinmultaneously.

And it's strange that the sponsor,
rat her than answer a sinple question about the
mechani cs of this bill, instead chooses to go on
the offensive, build up a straw nan and not
explain why it is that we would create an
entirely new registration formin this context
when we haven't done it in the social services
cont ext .

The truth is |'ve supported this
bill in the past because | want to open up
registration to vote in every way we possibly

can.
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Here are the problens with this
bill, as it turns out, thanks to -- as has cone
out during this debate. The first is you cannot
register to vote if you are not paying to apply
for a license.

That is conpletely different than
what happens when you apply for social services.
You have a tear-off, you can apply to register to
vote even if you don't apply for the social
services. That's about what happens when you go
to the DW. |If you go to the DW and you don't
want to get a driver's license or you don't want
to get a nondriver ID, you can register to vote
at the DW w thout paying the state noney.

This would be, as far as | know --
| " m sure the sponsor would junp up if he knew of
a different exanple -- this is the first exanple
| know of where you had to purchase the product
in order to register to vote. That's problem
one. In the case of ny wife, she wouldn't be
able to register.

The second is we're creating an
entirely new registration formhere. Wich is an
i nteresting concept, but which | worry about

doing it for one agency only, as opposed to for
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all of the state agenci es where you can register
to vote. Because if this is the way that we can
really ensure people interacting with state
agencies are nore likely to register, we should
do it beyond this one.

And forgive nme for being skeptica
of the fact that we're going to see another bill
on this floor that makes it nore easy to vote
when over the last three years or so they have
been few and far between.

So there's a real concern here that
this bill is doing what it says it's doing --
which | do support -- and what the sponsor clains
is the goal here, which is to make it easier for
nore people to register to vote when they
interact with state agencies, whether they're
getting hunting |icenses, fishing |licenses, food
stanps, public assistance or a driver's |icense.
O becone citizens. At any one of those points,
we want people to register to vote.

| want to be clear, | want every one
of those folks to register. | wish we had a
hundred percent registration anong all of those
groups and many others. | wi sh we had a hundred

percent participation in actually voting. The
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fact that we don't has been one of the major
i ssues that |'ve taken on in ny time in the
Legi sl ature.

This bill is designed to tighten it
and nmake it nore difficult, not make it easier,
despite its stated ains. And |'ve in fact been
convinced of that despite the fact that -- and |
want to say very clear | support the m ssion.
CGet people -- nake it nore easy to register to
vot e when you get your hunting license. Make it
nore easy to register to vote when you get your
food stanps. Make it nore easy to register to
vote when nmy son and | go for a little fishing
license so that we can go fish off the pier in
Bay Ri dge.

| support every one of those things.
| don't think this bill does that, as it turns
out. | would be happy to work with the sponsor
on a bill that did all of those things.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Sqguadron.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a
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coupl e of questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: M. President,

t hrough you. |If a student turns 18 and is about
to graduate from hi gh school, would you extend
your legislation to include, as a state agency,
the State Education Departnent, requiring themto
provi de every student graduating froma high
school, public or private, in New York State with
a voter registration fornf

SENATOR BALL: So the | egislation
before us is specific to hunting and fishing
licenses. And that's a hypothetical question.

But 1'm happy offline to nmeet and to
tal k about any future legislation that you intend
to introduce or want to partner on.

But today we have a piece of
| egi slation that would allow those applying for
hunting and fishing |icenses to register to vote,
so -- and | hope to have your support.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Let nme rephrase
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the question, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Then the only
way an 18-year-old graduating can receive a voter
registration formis if they get a hunting and
fishing |icense? You would not extend it to the
St ate Education Departnent under -- in the
purview of this bill?

SENATOR BALL: This legislation is
not restrictive. This |egislation expands upon
current efforts to have greater voter
registration. To the extent that you want to see
it expanded even to nore state agencies or
beyond, then that should be a legislative effort
that you take part in.

But this legislation, we've already
gone through some of the agencies, including
Soci al Services, that currently facilitate voter
registration. This sinply allows a checkoff on a
docunent to register to vote.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | f the sponsor

woul d - -

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

474

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: -- continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Wbul dn't you
agree that one of the |argest groups, one of the
| argest cohorts of unregistered voters are people
fromthe age of 18 to 217

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: | certainly don't
have the nunbers before nme. But we have to do
everything we possibly can to engage all el enents
of the popul ace, including the youngest, to
regi ster to vote and engage in the denocracy that
sonme of ny friends are fighting and dying for
ri ght now.

And to the extent that we do that,
those efforts are well-suited and wel | -pl aced.
And this is just one exanple, not dissimlar to

what has happened in other states that would
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al l ow those that are applying for these |icenses
the right to register to vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: On a different
front --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
St avi sky on the bill?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Al'l right, on
the bill.

On the bill, it seens to ne that one
of our m ssions nust be to encourage people to
register to vote. And there are so nany areas
where to ne the fertile field is not necessarily
in the hunting and fishing |icense area, but in
areas such as students graduating from high
school, certainly fromcollege. W ought to
encourage SUNY and CUNY to provide voter
regi stration applications. | believe they do for
t hose students who are enrolled and not
regi stered to vote.

But there are so nmany other areas at
the county level. | know that the Senator is
interested in animal rights. And when an

i ndi vidual registers a dog or a cat with the
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county to obtain a license for that animl, they
too should be given the opportunity to register
to vote if they are not already doing so.

So | amgoing to vote no, very
reluctantly vote no on this bill because of
everyt hing that has been expressed earlier. But
at the same tine, we've got to do our best to
encourage people to register to vote. So
unfortunately, I will vote no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

Senat or Hoyl man.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

My concern, M. President, is that
this bill will be seen by the public as really a
cynical attenpt at good governnment when in fact
it's partisan politics. W know, M. President,
that this bill, fromthe sponsor's questions --
and | want to thank himfor that discussion that
he's had with ny colleagues -- this bill is
directed toward gun owners, pure and sinple. And
gun owners of course represent a certain politic,

parti sanship, in our state, and this bill is
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tailored toward their needs.

My concern is that in fact we should
be | ooking at the universality of voting. W
shoul d be | ooking at issues |ike same-day voter
regi stration, vote by mail, early voting,
no-fault absentee voting.

But in fact this bill is creating an

us" and "them"™ In fact, it was described as
peopl e who received social services had the
opportunity to vote, why not people who own guns.
And they do, they just shouldn't have a speci al
privilege when they apply for a license. You
m ght as well call this, M. President, the NRA
Vot er Assistance Act, because | believe it is
targeted, it is tailored toward a certain
el ectorate. And it has the danger of inbuing the
public with the cynicismthat | think so many of
us fight within our districts and here in this
chanber.
So I'll be voting no, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you, Senator Hoyl nan.
Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President. Through you, if the sponsor would
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yield for a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President. Through you.

| am not an attorney either. But
there are a couple of tenderness that have been
thrown around that | think would be inportant to
clarify. One of themis "chain of custody."

So through you, M. President, |
wanted to know if, in putting together this bill,
whet her the idea of chain of custody of that
particular bit of information -- or | shouldn't
say particular bit of information, but the voter
registration information itself, whether there
was sone thought given as to the process that
woul d happen with the chain of custody of that
particular information fromthe nonent that the
i ndi vidual signs up for voter registration and it
getting to the Board of Elections.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Senat or
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Bal | .

SENATCR BALL: So it's the sane
process as now in returning the form The form
will be sent to the DEC, and then the DEC wil |
send that formto the State Board of Elections
that will adhere to all the sane standards and
practices that they do currently. And not
dissimlar to the return of fornms every day that
happens in this state probably thousands and
t housands of tines.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President. | actually want to drill down a
little bit further.

Because under nor mal
ci rcunst ances -- again, through you,

M. President -- | would say, for exanple, when

we're tal king about the DW, we're certainly
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tal ki ng about a governnment enployee, so a state
enpl oyee in the case of New York State DW, who
not only would be trained in the managi ng of this
information, but it would be probably just one
individual. O, if there's various individuals,
t hey would be trained in making sure that they
protect this information.

Through you, M. President, in the
case of a hypothetical -- as Senator Ball stated
earlier about Dick's Sporting Goods or WAl mart,
is there a sense of how many i ndividual s woul d be
handling this informati on and whet her they --
| et's answer that question first because | have
anot her foll owup, M. President. But for now,
does t he sponsor have any idea how many fol ks
woul d be responsible for this information?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: The sane enpl oyees
that work with the state every day to handle the
hunting and fishing |icenses and are qualified to

do so would be handling these fornms. And

Subdi vision 9 states: "The Board of Elections
wi |l process the application and send appropriate
notice of approval or rejection.” It's not
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dissimlar in any way to what happens currently.

| nmean, say that you have voter
registration forns in a guidance office at a
| ocal school or you have voter registration
forms -- |1've seen themat many different places,
i ncl udi ng busi nesses. And those forns are filled
out and sent to a state agency. This process,
these fornms that are now being adm nistered are
sent to the DEC. They will continue to be sent
to the DEC. And the DEC will then send those
fornms to the State Board of El ections.

You know, these initial
applications -- today, yesterday, nonths ago --
voter information fornms are filled out in any
nunber of places currently. That's not going to
change. Wiat this will allowis when sonebody
applies for that hunting and fishing |icense,
they'Il also be able to register to vote, and
then those forns will be appropriately sent to
the DEC, who will forward themto the State Board
of Elections. It's a streanlined process, and
there's not an issue with it.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

| certainly don't disagree with the
sponsor's idea that once it has been sent to the
Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation and then
to be handled by the Board of Elections, | don't
doubt that there will be a stream ined process,
as he describes it. There are thousands of
people that do it probably across our state every
day. |If you go to a post office and pick up a
registration card, as an individual you'd pick it
up and fill it out.

But see, this is where the question
really -- we want to dig deeper, through you,
M. President. In the case of an individua
going into a post office, grabbing a voter
registration card and filling it out, it is him
or her that seals it, puts it in the mail, and
then it is out of their hands.

In the case of, say, John Smith
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going to a WAl mart in Putnam County and saying "
want to register for a fishing license,” and then
if the formis contenporaneous -- so if you have
the fishing Iicense on the top portion and the
voting part on the bottom portion, as | believe
part of the bill would be that that's the way it
woul d be organi zed, then before the DEC gets
that, there would be an enpl oyee who is a private
enpl oyee, not a government enpl oyee, but a
private enployee who is a Wal mart enpl oyee, for
exanple, in this hypothetical, who would be
responsi bl e for receiving that informtion and
t hen responsi bl e for processing that information
before it gets to the Departnment of Environnenta
Conservati on

So ny question, through you,
M. President, to the sponsor is have we thought
about before it gets to the DEC, of the
i ndi vidual s that m ght be handling it before and
the i ssues of chains of custody or chain of
custody at that |evel?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: So right now t hese

forms are being filled out and sent into the DEC
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Anything that's done illegally, whether it be a
year ago, today, or a year fromnow, if this
| egi slation were to pass --

SENATCR RI VERA: M. President, |
can't hear the sponsor, | apol ogi ze.

SENATCOR BALL: So it would be dealt
with the sane way it is now And right now these
forms are being sent to the DEC. And the changes
that the DEC -- which will be, according to this
| egi slation, instructed and trained and i nforned,
t hank you, by the State Board of Elections, they
will then send those fornms over to the State
Board of El ections.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does

t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATCR RI VERA: M. President, |
still find nyself -- first of all, I"'mfinding it

difficult to hear nyself, that's one thing. As

Senat or Li bous says --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Can we
have sone order in the chamber, just keep
conversations to a mninum Thank you.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: | find nyself,

M. President, quoting Senator Libous, who
sonetinmes can't hear hinself. Now | couldn't
hear nysel f.

But | continue to be confused,
because if we're talking -- we have no
di sagreenent that once it gets to the DEC, it
will be processed in the same way that these are
processed now. But if we're tal king about the
process by which John Smith, walking into a
Wal mart and signing up for a fishing |icense,
that individual who we're talking to, let's say
it's Jane Smith -- not his sister or his cousin,
but another Smith -- Jane Smth is actually
taking the thing in hand, and they're responsible
for it at that level to a different |evel of
responsibility, it seens to nme, than just a
fishing |icense.

We're tal king about other types of
sensitive information that would be on there.

And that individual, who is an enpl oyee of a
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private business, has not been trained in any way
to handl e that information, does not know how --
now they're responsi ble for doing that, for
carrying this information.

So ny question still remains for the
sponsor -- through you, M. President -- has
t here been any thought to that process when we're
tal ki ng about an individual in a private business
and the responsibility that now they're going to
have, which will be conpounded, to borrow ny
col | eague' s phrase, as an unfunded mandate on
this business, to be responsible for this
i nformati on which under normal circunstances we
woul d have with trained individuals as at the DEC
or the departnment -- I'msorry, the voter --
voter -- help nme out here. The voter departnent.
Wy am | bl anki ng out on sonmething as sinple --
t hank you, the Board of Elections. Sonetines,
see, when | can't hear nyself, sonmetinmes ny brain
ki nd of disconnects.

So to finish that question again, it
is very different from saying--

SENATOR LI BOUS: | s the Senator
talking to hinmsel f?

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, it seens at tines that | am At
this particular noment, through you

M. President, | will finish the question, again
just stating it clearly.

A Board of Elections enployee or a
DEC enpl oyee is trained to handle this
information. M question to the sponsor is, has
t here been thought put to the individual who is a
private citizen working for a private business
and is now responsible for this information?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: So this -- | think
now for probably like the twelfth tine, this does
not change the process right now.

These enpl oyees are handling state
docunents in the sense of these hunting and
fishing licenses. These individuals will take
t hat docunent that they currently send to the
DEC, and they will take that docunent and they
will send it to the DEC. These are the sane
peopl e right now that are handling these hunting
and fishing |icenses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Senat or
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Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, | have one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR BALL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President. On page 2, line 31, which is
Section 4, subsection F, there's a reference to a
hel pline. Through you, M. President. And so |
wanted to -- it's obvious that it would be
necessary, according to what the bill |anguage
states, just in case there are questions, there
will be a hel pline established.

My question is, would there be a
fiscal inpact for the creation of this helpline
at the Board of Elections, that agency that |
didn't renenber earlier? Wuld there be a cost
attached to that?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATOR BALL: Can you just repeat
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that question in 10 seconds or |ess?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATOR RI VERA: Absol utely,
M. President.

On page 2, line 31 there is a

reference -- through you, M. President -- to a
hel pline that voters could call if they have
guestions about the bill or -- 1 think that

there's just a reference to a helpline at the
Board of El ections.

So ny question is, is there --
because | do not believe that such a hel pline
exists currently. So if it does not, then is
there a fiscal inpact tied to the creation of

that hel pline? And what woul d be that fiscal

i mpact ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Bal | .

SENATCOR BALL: So before the debate
goes on too nuch longer, | think what we'll do is
we're going to lay the bill aside inalittle
bit.

But that 1-800 nunber is currently

functioning, so there's no additional cost. And
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they routinely take calls all day | ong.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
you.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATCR RI VERA: M. President,
very briefly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Senat or
Rivera on the bill.

SENATCR RI VERA: | want to thank
t he sponsor for answering sone of the questions.

Again, | think that concerns have
been brought up by a couple of ny coll eagues.
There are issues of unfunded mandates on private
busi nesses, there's issues of chain of custody
that I do not believe have been thought through.

| think that the idea of getting as
many people registered to vote is absolutely a
positive and shoul d be encouraged. And we want
to make sure that every citizen in the State of
New York gets the opportunity to participate in
the political process. Unfortunately, | believe
that this is not the best way to be able to get
to do that. So | will be voting in the negative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Thank
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you, Senator Rivera.

be heard?

Bal I .

Are there other nmenbers wishing to

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : Senat or

SENATOR BALL: l"d like to lay the

bill aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : The

bill is laid aside for the day.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President. |s there any further business at

t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCCI : There

is no further business at the desk.

time, M.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Al right, at this

President -- this is very inportant.

Menmbers will want to hear this. At this tine the

Senate i s

going to stand at ease. W're not

going to adjourn quite yet. But nmenbers may do

what is inportant to themin their |ives, and

they wll

not have to cone back to the chanber.

| figured that would be inportant to all of you.

So the Senate will stand at ease at
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this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:52 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at

1:15 p.m)
SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : The
Senate will cone to order.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: At this tine could
you accept a hand-up fromthe IDC, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : To be
filed in the Journal

SENATOR LI BOUS: And,
M. President, at this time we have two hand-ups
we'd like to bring before the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : Also to
be filed in the Journal.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
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t here being no further business at the desk,
nove that the Senate adjourn until Monday,
March 3rd, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CARLUCC : On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 3rd, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Whereupon, at 1:17 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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