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SENATOR PATRI CK M GALLI VAN, Acting President
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Today
we are joined by the Reverend Peter G Young, of
Mot her Teresa Comrunity Church, who will give our
i nvocati on.

REVEREND YOUNG Thank you
Senat or .

Usual |y we say pl ease bow your
heads, but today we ask you to join with us in
| ooki ng at that beautiful stained glass w ndow
that's behind nme, because that is the synbol of
New York State. It says Excel sior, "Ever
Upward. "

And as we find it replacing the
crown in 1777, it represents our Lady Liberty
with a peasant cap representing our rule here as
a nation, her left foot stepping on the crown

representing the rejection of royalty.
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As citizens of the Enpire State, we
have been therefore becom ng then the | eader with
our constitution 12 years before the federal
Constitution, and we becane the national |eader.

Therefore, in this assenbly and in
t he chanber of the Senate You have given these
Senators a great power of |eadership and
responsi bility.

And now we pray that we then will
al wvays have the working i nage and honor for al
of those -- and good health -- that are here for
all of our New Yorkers.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
January 31st, the senate net pursuant to
adj our nnment . The Journal of Thursday,

January 30th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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The Secretary will read the
substitution.

THE SECRETARY: On page 11, Senator
Bal | noves to discharge, fromthe Comrittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8397A and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6335,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

Coul d you pl ease call on
Senat or Val esky, then Senator G anaris, and then
nmysel f on noti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Val esky.

SENATCR VALESKY: M. President, |

nove that the following bills be discharged from
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their respective conmttees and be reconmtted
with instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bills 2260, 2252, 2262, 2429, 3799, and
2324.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN So
or der ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Perkins, | nove
that the following bill be discharged fromits
respective commttee and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill 1255.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Giffo, | nove
that the following bills be discharged fromtheir
respective commttees and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting clause, those
bills being Senate Print 2401, 2493, 2596, 3106,
and 5103.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time could we have the reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 5922, an act
aut hori zi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

The bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 41,
by Senator Grisanti, Senate Print 6165A, an act
to anend Chapter 274 of the Laws of 2010.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 52,
substituted earlier today by Menmber of the
Assenbly Benedetto, Assenbly Print Nunber 8397A,
an act to amend Chapter 557 of the Laws of 2013.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
bill is passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Coul d we have the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,

by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 5922, an act
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aut hori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: May | have an
expl anati on, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Senat or and
M. President, | amgoing to pinch-hit for
Senator Skelos. And, M. President and Senator,
"1l do the best | can. But as you know, in
basebal | sonetinmes pinch hitters strike out and
sonmetimes they get hits. So I'mtry to get a hit
here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Li bous for an expl anati on.

SENATCR LI BOUS: | believe the bill
ext ends bondi ng authority for the City of
Long Beach to offset expenses that were not
covered under Hurricane Sandy.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: | f the Senator
woul d yield for a nunber of questions.

SENATOR LI BOUS: "1l be happy to
do the best | can.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: You did such a
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great job at the end of session describing, you
remenber that, the tennis center, that | have
great faith that you will --

SENATCR LI BOUS: Senat or Avel | a was
eggi ng nme on, | think.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STAVI SKY: This bill was
introduced in 2012 as well. How do the two bills
differ?

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,

I'I'l answer there was an issue with the [|ast

| egislation as far as the timng of the bonding.
And | believe this piece of legislation clears

t hat up.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Let nme rephrase
my question to give you a hint.

Didn't the 2012 bill include bonding
for a larger anmobunt, for $15 mllion, but also to
hel p pay off sonme of the debts that had been
incurred, whereas the 2013 bill --

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, the
Senator is correct.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: But the 2013
bill was to renedy sonme of the effects of

Hurri cane Sandy.
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SENATCR LI BOUS: That's correct,
M. President.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Wul d t he
Senat or continue to yield.

SENATOR LI BOUS: | woul d.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: There was a
report by the Conptroller in July of 2013 which
was a suppl ement of previous audits that had been
done where the fiscal status, the fisca
situation in the Gty of Long Beach had been
called into question. And by 2013, in July, the
Conmptrol l er found many inprovenents.

Have you seen the Conptroller's
report?

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
haven't, but |I'm sure the sponsor of the bil
has.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: In fact, if the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

SENATCR LI BOUS: "1l continue to
yi el d, yes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: The Conptroller
i ssued a press release at the tinme which said
"Long Beach faces fiscal challenges but noving in

right direction.”
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Wul d you say that the Cty of
Long Beach has inproved its attenpt to reduce
sonme of the expenses that -- where the
Conmptroller had criticized the city in previous
audi ts?

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
believe | can try to answer that.

According to the city, the note that
| have here, they no |onger are operating at a
deficit. |It's raised real property taxes in 2012
by 16 percent -- | alnost choke to say that --
and dedicating the revenues to the deficit.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Senator. And just a couple of additional
guesti ons.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Sur e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Are you famliar
with Mbody's and their bond rating of the Gty of
Long Beach?

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
havi ng been a former banker, | amvery famliar
with Mody's, but not in particular with the City
of Long Beach.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Wwell, they had
indicated that -- they had rated the Cty of
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Long Beach bonds at BAA3, and they said that they
were stable. Wuld you consider the finances to
be in a stable condition?

SENATOR LI BOUS: | would give ny
opinion, M. President, and that | think that
there are probably a nunber of cities these days
that are even in wrse than a Brating. So |
woul d say that it was -- stable is probably a
fair assessnment, maybe.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: And one | ast
area, if the Senator would yield.

SENATOR LI BOUS: | will be happy
to, M. President.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: What is going to
be used to secure the bonds? Nassau County, in
their N FA bonds, they used the sales tax. These
are serial bonds, bonds with bond anticipation
notes. But what is going to be behind -- what
security is there for the bonds?

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, the
senator asks a good question. | don't know the
direct answer to that. | could nmake an
assunption that it would be paid out of general
tax revenues, but | don't -- Senator, | honestly

don't know, and therefore | don't want to give
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you an incorrect answer. But normally bonds are
backed by sonme sort of a revenue stream

SENATCR STAVI SKY: It is not in the
bill. It sinply says serial bonds.

Al right, let ne just talk on the
bill very briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Stavi sky on the bill.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Senat or. Thank you.

SENATCR LI BOUS: How did | do as a
pinch hitter?

SENATCOR STAVI SKY: We' |l know after
t he vote

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: If this is part
of the core curriculumtest, this is not a
hi gh- st akes test.

| have a nunber of concerns with the
bill. Nunber one, increasing the debt for the
City of Long Beach.

Nassau County has issued bonds where

presently, or the |ast nunbers that | saw, about
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13.5 percent of the Nassau County budget is debt
service. And that is a dangerous area. Senator
Skel os, the sponsor of the bill, a nunber of
years ago raised these sanme questions. |In 2012,
same questions.

But 1'mgoing to vote for the bill,
and let nme tell you why. | believe that the City
of Long Beach has the right to make its own
sel f-determ nation, the same way as the City of
Buffalo or the City of Rochester or the Gty of
Poughkeepsi e. These municipalities have the
right to determ ne their destiny, and so does the
City of New York.

And therefore, it seems to ne that
Long Beach should decide -- if they choose to
borrow, and it's up to $12 mllion, they should
have that right also.

So | vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng none, the debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
while we're waiting for nenbers to cone to the

chanber, | just want to nmention that there is a
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Health, | believe, Cormittee hearing taking

pl ace.

Therefore, for those nenbers,
Rule 10 will cone into effect, and they would
just need to let the desk know and fill out the

proper form before the end of the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Thank
you, Senator Libous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Heal th and
Fi nance. Woever is at the commttee neeting.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Read
the | ast section.

THE SENATOR: Section 4. This act
shal | take effect imrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Per ki ns.

SENATOR PERKI NS: I1'd like to
explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Perkins to explain his vote

SENATOR PERKI NS: | rise today to

support the constitutionally protected right of
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horme rul e.

| recogni ze and support
Senator Skelos in his desire to serve the
speci fic needs of residents of Long Beach, who
are still recovering fromthe wath of
Super st orm Sandy and have exercised a | ocal
option to incur |ong-termindebtedness to pay for
necessary post-stormrecovery expenses with al
due speed.

There is a clear parallel here as it
relates to this body and this |egislative session
in the formof the people of New York Gty and
the local government of New York City exercising
their inviolable right to establish |ocal policy
and priorities.

The issue of universal pre-K and the
conprehensive plan to fund it in a fiscally sound
and fundanmental ly equitable manner is a singular
priority of mne and many of ny coll eagues, of
the Gty Council and the Mayor of New York City,
and nost inportantly of the children and famlies
across the five boroughs.

Senat or Skelos, | stand with you
today and the residents of Long Beach in your

col l ective nonment of need, and | invite you to
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stand with the residents of New York City when
t hey speak in one voice on a matter of vital and
critical inportance.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN Senat or
Perkins in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN The
bill is passed.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN There
is no further business at the desk,
Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

There being no further business at
t he desk, | nove that the Senate adjourn unti
Tuesday, February 4th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GALLI VAN: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, February 4th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:53 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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