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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD
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January 27, 2014
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REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR DI ANE SAVI NO, Acting President
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The
Senate will please cone to order.

| ask all those present to pl ease
rise with me and recite the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. In the
absence of clergy, | ask all to bow their heads

in a nonent of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected

a nonment of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Readi ng
of the Journal
THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Sat urday, January 25th, the Senate nmet pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Friday,
January 24th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Madam Pr esi dent
at this tinme could you call on Senator Tkaczyk.
| believe she has a group here that she woul d

like to recogni ze before the chanber this

af t ernoon.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Tkaczyk.

SENATOR TKACZYK: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

|'"d like to recogni ze that | have
students here fromthe Hi ghland Central School
District in H ghland, New York, along with their
t eachers and Superi ntendent Deborah Haab.

They have spent the day here
| earni ng about how gover nnent works and seeing us
in action. They've asked great questions. And |
hope they all see thensel ves down here on the
fl oor one day.

And 1'd like to welcome themto the
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Senat e chanber. Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Thank

you.
Vel conme, all.
(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Madam Pr esi dent, |
believe there's a previously adopted resol ution
at the desk by Senator Felder, Nunber 2987.
ask that you please read it in its entirety and
then call on Senator Felder to speak on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2987, by Senator Fel der,
honoring the nmenory of Rabbi M choel Ber
Wei ssmandl for his efforts in the United States
to save the European Jew sh popul ace during
Vorld War I1.

"WHEREAS, Fromtinme to time this
Legi sl ative Body takes note of certain
extraordi nary individuals of remarkabl e courage
and strength of character who risked their own

lives for others, and stood with fortitude for
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freedom and humanity; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legislative Body to pay tribute to the nmenory of
i ndi vi dual s of remarkabl e courage and strength of
character, whose purposeful |ives enbodied the
spirit of the principles upon which this nation
was founded, and who made their life's work the
support and furtherance of those principles; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concerns, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body
is justly proud to honor the nenory of
Rabbi M choel Ber Wissmandl in the United States
to save the European Jew sh popul ace during
VWrld War I1; and

"WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber
Wei ssmandl was instrumental in providing the
United States with situational awareness of the
Jews in Europe, specifically regarding Auschwtz,
the | argest and nost notorious of the Nazi
concentration canp networks, which ultimtely |ed
to a halt to the deportations of the renaining
Hungari an Jewy; and

"WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber

Wei ssmandl ''s daring efforts to save the Jews of
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Sl ovakia fromexterm nation at the hands of the
Nazis during the Hol ocaust included helping to
establish the 'Wrking Goup,' an underground
organi zati on which raised funds to negotiate
ransom wi th German and Sl ovakian officials in
order to delay mass deportations and, via the
famous Europa Plan, to secure the rel ease of
Jews; and

"WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber
Wei ssmandl was al so able to srmuggle letters and
telegrans to leaders with abilities he hoped
woul d hel p save the Jews of Europe, including
President Franklin Del ano Roosevelt and
W nston Churchill, and alerting themto the
progressive Nazi destruction of European Jewy;
in addition, he provided actionable intel in
terms of where the railroads and crenmatoriuns
shoul d be bonbed; and

"WHEREAS, The courage, w sdom and

tenacity of this determned man |aid the

groundwork for several rescue m ssions, including

the Mantell o M ssion and the Wal | enberg M ssi on,
whi ch freed tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews;
and

"WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber
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Wei ssmandl ' s conbi ned actions, by some accounts,
has anounted to being responsible for as many as
two-thirds of the Hol ocaust survivors living in
Br ookl yn; and

"WHEREAS, Today, nore than 55 years
after his death, the bravery and w l|ingness of
Rabbi M choel Ber Wissmandl to fight for the
lives of his fellow human beings, and to secure
the very existence of future generations of
Eur opean Jews, continues to inspire, and is
deserving of the highest honor by all defenders
of freedom and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
pl eased to have this opportunity to express its
hi ghest admiration for Rabbi M choel Ber
Wi ssmandl ; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor the
menory of Rabbi M choel Ber Wissnmandl in the
United States to save the European Jew sh
popul ace during World War 11."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Fel der on the resol ution.

SENATOR FELDER: Today marks the

69t h anni versary of the liberation of the
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Auschwi t z deat h canps.

How do we | egislate godliness? How
do we legislate bravery, sincerity, nodesty and
clarity of mssion? W can't do that. But what
we can do today is nmake sure to renmenber the life
of a holy man that did everything hunmanly
possi bl e wi t hout maki ng a spl ash.

And | woul d assunme nmany, many of you
never heard of this man. And the reason you did
not is because that is how he did things and
that's how he lived his life. Say little, but do
a lot.

Rabbi Wi ssmandl spent nost of his
years -- he died at a young age, but he spent
nost of his years here trying to help save peopl e
fromtheir ultimte death, many people, in the
ultimate death of so many mllions of people,

i ncluding Jews, in the death canps.

So the I ess we tal k about himthe
better, because | think that synbolizes what his
life was all about -- doing the right thing, not
tal king about it nuch, and just doing things to
make sure that at the end of the day we are able
to come up to our Maker and be able to say that

we did everything possible to Iive our lives
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hel pi ng ot hers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Squadron on the resol ution.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

And | want to thank Senator Fel der
for bringing this resolution and taking a nonment
in this legislative chanber to acknow edge the
history that is really quite recent and so
unspeakably horrific.

And it's appropriate that today this
resol ution tal ks about Rabbi Wi ssmandl because
of the fact that he is so anonynous to so nany,
and the fact that that sort of heroismis really
what ensured that there would be inpacts well
beyond the horrible years of World War 11 and the
Hol ocaust, but ensured that communities, the
Jewi sh comunity and our community in New York
woul d thrive for years to cone.

In my district in Brooklyn, across
New York City and New York State, we are a
different, stronger place today because of the
heroi sm of so many 60 and 65 and 70 years ago.
And an acknow edgnent of that by this legislative
body is appropriate, nmoving, inportant. In the

name of Rabbi Wi ssmandl and all the others who
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we will never honor, all the others who were able
to start a newlife and have started fam lies and
comunities here -- fromny wife and her

gr andnot her and grandf at her, who survived, to ny
constituents, to so many others -- | thank
Senat or Fel der and add ny nanme to this

resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Dilan on the resol ution.

SENATCR DI LAN: Madam Pr esi dent, |
rise to support the resolution and thank the
Senate for nenorializing Rabbi Wi ssmandl, and
al so to acknow edge that we do have a | arge
contingent of rabbis here from Brooklyn, sone
frommy district.

And al so we do have present with us
t he son of Rabbi M choel Wissnmandl here with us
this afternoon in the gallery.

So thank you to all.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Thank
you, Senator Dl an.

We have been joined by the famly
and friends of Rabbi Wissmandl. W would ask

you to stand now and be appropriately recogni zed.
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(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Thi s

resol uti on was previously adopted.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: | believe that
Senat or Fel der would like to open the resolution
up for sponsorship. So as our policy goes, if
for sone reason if a nenber wi shes not to go on
the resolution, please let the desk know.
O herwi se everyone will be on the resol ution.

Madam Presi dent, thank you. |
believe there's a previously adopted resol ution
by Senator Squadron. It's Nunber 2924. It's at
the desk. And can we read the title and call on
Senat or Squadr on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2924, by Senator Squadron,
comenorating the Asian-Anerican community's
cel ebration of the Lunar New Year, 4712, the Year
of the Horse, on January 31, 2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Squadron on the resol ution.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.
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Senators, if ever there is a doubt
that this is the absolute greatest state on
earth, | think that the communities that we are
honoring today and the extraordinary diversity
and vi brancy of our state answers the question.

In addition in ny district, in the
same little Senate district, we have a very
strong Asi an- Anerican comunity. The traditional
Chinatown in Manhattan is in ny district. And we
are comng up to a great celebratory season as we
enter into the Year of the Horse.

Now, the Asian Lunar New Year
hol i day has becone a significant holiday across
the city and the state. A full one-sixth of
students in the New York City public schoo
system are Asian-Anerican. And it is so
i mportant that we take a nonent to honor this
great holi day.

| had a son born in the Year of the
Snake, the year that we are exiting, so | am
partial to the snake. But the horse itself is
al so apparently a wonderful year full of al
sorts of good fortune, for anyone planning to
have a have a child in the next year, and you

still have 12 nonths to make that happen.
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The horse enjoys a healthy sense of
hunor, a desire to be at the center of
attention -- appropriate for an el ected
official's famly nmenber -- well-liked by many
peopl e, few close friends, bringing an energy and
| aughter to their groups, new solutions to
probl enms, and a can-do attitude. Exactly the
sorts of qualities that we want to honor at the
sanme tinme that we honor this great tradition.

For anyone who's free this Sunday,
pl ease join people fromaround the world in the
heart of the Anerican Chinese comunity as we
mar ch t hrough Chinatown for the Lunar New Year
parade. | know Senator Stavisky will be having a
second one that's al so significant and wonderf ul
in her district the follow ng Saturday.

The Lunar New Year is one of the
really inportant holidays in this state today
because this community is one of the really
i mportant comrunities in this state that makes us
who we are. |I'mso proud to represent a part of
it and so excited to enter the Year of the
Hor se.

Thank you, Senator Savi no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NG, Senat or
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St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And not only is this a great
state -- we in the first resolution honored a
rabbi who saved people's lives fromthe
Hol ocaust. And | have Hol ocaust survivors in ny
district, housing particularly, built by Selfhelp
for Hol ocaust survivors, but | also represent
nore than a 150, 000 Asi an- Amreri cans.

So we do have sonething in conmon in
New York State, and that is the diversity that
makes us such a strong, strong state. And in
fact Asian-Anericans are the |argest inmm grant
popul ati on com ng to Queens County.

As | said, | represent nore than
150, 000 Asi an-Anericans. And they cone from al
over. They cone from China, the People's
Republic of China, from Taiwan, from Korea, from
the Philippines, where various people celebrate
t he Asian Lunar New Year.

They started com ng, incidentally,
in the 1970s, and the nunbers are grow ng and
growing. And they participate in the life of the

community. Not just the businesses, but the
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social and cultural life.

And as Senator Squadron said, we
have parades. W have a Lunar New Year
committee, and we neet every Tuesday evening
until the actual parade day.

How do they cel ebrate the Lunar
New Year? The sanme way everybody el se does, with
food. Wth food and with festivities and with
famly gatherings. People, you notice, will be
wearing red. Red is a synbol of success and
prosperity and good | uck.

And so as we all celebrate the
hol i days together, may | wi sh ny
Mandar i n- speaki ng friends a Happy New Year:
Shieng Niyen Quawai Lu. And in Korean, Sehe Bok
Manee Bat euseyo.

So again, | will cosponsor the
| egi slation with Senator Sqguadron. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

Are there any ot her nmenbers w shing
to be heard on the resol ution?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Seei ng

none, this resolution was previously adopted on
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January 23rd.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| believe Senator G anaris and, um
Senator Carlucci -- | had a nonent there. |'m
used to seeing Senator Val esky, and | didn't want
to call you Val esky -- have sone notions that
they'd like to bring before the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Car | ucci .

SENATCOR CARLUCCI : Madam Pr esi dent
on behal f of Senator Val esky | nove to recommt
Senate Print Nunber 6004, Cal endar Nunber 5 on
the order of third reading, to the Comrittee on
Rul es, with instructions to strike the enacting
cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO So
or der ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Latiner, | nove
the following bill be discharged fromits

respective commttee and reconmtted with
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instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill 4504B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Ball, | nove
that the following bills be discharged fromtheir
respective commttees and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill Nunbers 2579, 2653, 3506 and 6263,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. So
ordered, Senator Libous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you.

At this time there will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332. The Senate will stand at ease, and
then we'll conme back and take up a coupl e of
pi eces of |egislation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Commttee in Room 332 of the Capitol.

The Senate will stand at ease
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pending the return of the Rules Commttee.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:39 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:00 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Can we please return to reports of
standing commttees. | believe there's a report
of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Li bous, there is a report of the Rules Cormittee
at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Skel os,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 966, by Senator Libous,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law,

And Senate 6438, by Senator Klein,
an act prohibiting.

Both bills reported direct to third

r eadi ng.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: | nove to accept
the report of the Rules Committee,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Al in
favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The
report is accepted.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

At this time could we take up the
noncontroversial reading of the active list for
Monday, January 27t h.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The
Secretary will proceed with the reading of the
noncontroversial active |ist.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,

by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 5922, an act
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aut hori zi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
by Senator Seward, Senate Print 5931, an act to
enact .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO Senat or
Tkaczyk to explain her vote.

SENATOR TKACZYK: Yes, I'd like to
explain ny vote on this |egislation.

First of all, 1'd like to thank
Senat or Seward and ny col | eagues for bringing
this inportant legislation to the floor today.

It means a great deal to constituents in ny

district, especially the residents in the village

of Fort Plain, in Montgonmery County, who were hit

hard by the fl oods of |ast sunmer.
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| was in Fort Plain inmediately
after the fl oods receded, helping with cl eanup
efforts and neeting with |ocal residents. The
people of Fort Plain are remarkably resilient,
and they're conmtted to rebuilding their lives
and their conmunity. But the one concern | heard
over and over again when | was nmeeting with
people is that they can't pay their property tax
bills because their property is no |onger
habitable. And they were facing tax bills that
they could not afford and they coul d not pay.

This legislation is clearly needed
so that honeowners and busi nesses can put their
resources into rebuilding rather than paying tax
bills for property they can't use.

| " ve been advocating for this
| egi sl ation since the flooding occurred. M only
di sappointnent is that we couldn't get it done
sooner. W never know when disaster will strike
our communities. Sonetinmes those disasters
happen when we're not in session. That's why |I'm
advocating that in the future we | ook at our
| egi sl ative cal endar and plan a session day in
the fall so that we can address energencies that

occur like this.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

219

Six months is a long time to go

wi thout a session. Having a session day in the

fall will help us do a better job of representing

our constituents and taking care of the issues
t hey need to have addressed nore quickly.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or
Tkaczyk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Are there any ot her nmenbers w shing
to explain their vote?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Seei ng
none, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
by Senator Seward, Senate Print 5985, an act to
amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,
by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 5987, an act to
amend the State Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 53,
by Senator Val esky, Senate Print 6345, an act to
amend the Canal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NG, Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Madam Pr esi dent
if we could just sit at ease here tenporarily.
And if menbers could just chill out for a bit,
we'll see where we go.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO The
Senate will chill out for a bit.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR LI BOUS: Madam Pr esi dent
we are done chilling out.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. Senat or

Li bous.
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SENATCR LI BOUS: And if we could
take Senate 5922 and | ay that aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. The bill
is laid aside for the day.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Madam Pr esi dent, |
have an announcenent that menbers of the G vil
Servi ce and Pensions Conmittee would be
interested in.

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Civil Service and Pensions Committee
foll owi ng session in Room 123 of the Capitol --
Cvil Service and Pensions, Room 123 of the
Capitol -- imrediately after session, which is
going to end pretty quick.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Gvil Service
and Pensions Commttee in Room 123 of the Capitol
i mredi ately foll owi ng session.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. No,

Senat or Li bous, there is no further business at

t he desk.
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SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There being no further business, |
nove that the Senate adjourn until Tuesday,
January 28th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT SAVI NO. There
bei ng no further business before the Senate, on
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, January 28th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:05 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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